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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 


His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Richahd Gardiner Casey, c.h., d.s.o,, 

M.C. 


MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. 

The Hou’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, k.c.i.e., iu charge of the Home 
(Civil Defence Co-ordination) department. 

The Jlon’ble Mr. H. S. Suiirawardy, in charge of the Department of Civil 
Supplies. 

The ITon’ble Mr. Tri.sj Chandra Goswami, in charge of the Finance 
Department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Tamizitddin Khan, in charge of the Education Depart- 
ment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain, in charge of the Department of 
Communications and Works. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiykd Muazzamuddin Hosain, in charge of 
the Department of Agriculture (Rural Reconstruction). 

The Hon’ble Mr. Tahak Nath Mckerjea, m.b.e., iu charge of the Revenue 
Department (Evacuation and Relief). 

The Hon’ble Nawab MrsiiAKiOJFE Hossain, Khan Bahadur, iu charge of 
the Judicial and Legislative Departments. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabyddin, c<b.e., in charge of the Depart- 
ments of Commerce, Labour and Industries (including Post-War 
Reconstruction). 

The Hon’ble Mr. Premiiari Barma, in charge of the Forests and Excise 
Department. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad, in charge of the 

I- Department of Public Health and Local Self-Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Pci.in Behary Mullick, in charge of the Publicity 
' Department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath Manual, in charge of the Co-operativt 
Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Speaker. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Syep Navshek Au. 

Depvty Speaker. 

Syed Jualcppin Hashemy, Esq. 

Secretary. 

K. Au Afzvi. Esq.. Barrister-at-Law. 

First Assistant Secretary. 

Ajit* Ranjan Mukiikiuea, Esy., M.SC., 8.L. 

Second Assistant Secretary. 

Khan Sahib Qazi Sadupl Ola. 

Registrar. 

Maulvi Mp. Najibfllah. 

1‘anel of Chairmen. 

(1) Kiran Sankar Roy, Esq. 

(2) J. R. Walker, Esq. 

(3) Shamsuddin Ahmed, Esq. 

(4) Dr. Sir A. F. Rahman. 

ALPHABETICAL LI8T OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. [Narayanganj East (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. | Tanguil West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. TKurigram South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. [Khulna (Muhammadan). J 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. [Mymensingh West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Maulvi Md. [Munshiganj (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Halim Molla, Mr. Muhammad. [Nadia West (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. [Pabna West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. [Kishoreganj North (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. (Dinajpur Central East (Muhammadan). J 
Abdul Jabbar Palwun, Mr. Md. [Jamalpur North (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Kader, Mr. [Patuakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Karim, Mr. [Jamalpur rum Muktagacha (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. [Manikganj West (Muhammadan). J 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi. fMymensingh North (Muhammadan).] 

•Abdul Majid, Mr. Syetl. [Noakhuli South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Motaleb Malik, Dr. [Nadia East (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wahab Khan. Khan Bahadur, [Baknrganj West (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 

•Abdulla-Al Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 

•Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. [24-Parganas North-East 
(Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi. Mr. (Muslim Chamber of Commerce.) 

Abdur Rasheed, Maulvi Md. [Birbhum (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Raschid Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan). 1 
AJbdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvi S. [Howrah (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah. [Rangnur South (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. [Feni (Muhammadan).] 

Abdus Shaheed, Maulvi Md. ['Dacca North Central (Muhammadan).] 


'Parliamentary Secretary. 



ir 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS, 


Abidur Reza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Chandpur West 
(Muhammadan),] 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. [Gaibandha North (Muhammadan).] 

Abul FnzJ, Mr. Muhammad. [Madaripur West (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Hashim, Maulvi. [Burdwan (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Hosain Ahit&ed, Mr. [Netrokona North (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Masud, Maulvi Kazi. [Nator (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Quaaem, Maulvi. [Hooghly (Muhammadan).] 

Aftab Ali, Mr. (Water Transport Trade Union.) 

Ahmed Ali Enayetpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. [Jhenidah (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ahmed Ali Mridha, Maulvi. [Goalundo (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Ilosain, Mr. [Gaibandlia South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan).J 
Aifazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Midnapore (Muhammadan).] 
AraiuulJah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Noakhali Central (Muhammadan).] 
Amir Ali Mia, Maulvi Md. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 
Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera Central (Muhammadan).] 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Manikganj East (Muham- 
madan).] 

Azhar Ali, Maulvi. [Pabna East (Muhammadan).] 

B 

Badi Ahmed Chaudhury, Khan Bahadur Haji. (Chittagong Landholders). 
Badrudduja, Mr. Syed. (Berhampore (Muhammadan).] 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. [Burdwan North-West (General).] 
Banerjee, Mr. Sibnath. [Howrah (Registered Factories).] 

Banerjee, Hr. Suresh Chandra, [Calcutta and Suburbs (Registered 
Factories).] 

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-Parganas North-West (General).] 

Banerji, Mr. Satya Priya. [Rajshahi (General).] 

Barat Ali, Mr. Mohammad. [Serajgnnj Central (Muhammadan).] 

Barma, the Hon’ble Mr. Premhari. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Banna , Mr. Puspajit. [Rangpur (General).] 

Barman, Babu Shyama Prosau. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Barman, Mr. Upendra Nath, [Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri (General).] 

Basu, Mr. Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (General).] 

Basu, Mr. Santosh Kumar. [Calcutta East (General).] 

Bell-Ilart, Miss P. B. (Anglo-Indian Constituency.) 

Bhowmik, I)r. Gobinda Chandra. [Midnapore East (General).] 

B irk my re, Sir Henry, Bart. [Hoogbly cum Howrah (European).] 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. [Nadia (General).] 

•Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. [Jessore (General).] 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. [Faridpur (General).] 

Bose, Mr. Sarat Chandra. [Calcutta South (General).] 

C 

Chakraburtv, Mr. Jatindra Nath. [Rangpur (General).] 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. [Bogra cum Pabna (General).] 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. [Nadia (General).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. [24-Parganas Municipal (General).] 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Clark, Mr. I. A. [Burdwan Division (European).] 

Corstornhine, Mr. E. E. [Indian Tea Association (Commerce and 
Industry).] 

D 

Das, Babu Radha Nath. [Hooghly North-East (General). 1 

•Das, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra. [24-Parganas North-West (General).] 


'Parliamentary Secretary. 
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Das, Rai Bahadur Kirit Bhusan. [Murshidabad (General).] 

Das, Babu Manmatha Nath. [Jhargram cum (Hiatal (General).] 

Das, Rai Sahib Mononiohan. [Mvmensingh East (General).] 

Dass, Babu Debendra Nath. [Birohum (General).] 

Das Gupta, Babu Khagendra Nath. [Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri (General).] 
Das Gupta, I)r. J. M. [Calcutta Central (General).] • 

Das Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath. [Bakarganj South-West (General).] 
Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. [Tippera (General).] 

Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. [Jhargram mm Ghatal (General).] 

Dutt, Mr. Sukumar. [Hooghly South-West (General).] 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. [Calcutta General (Women).] 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendu. [Barrackpore (Registered Factories).] 

E 

Edbar, Mr. Upendrnnath. [Bakarganj South-West (General).] 

Emdadul Haque, Kazi. [Kurigram North (Muhammadan).] 

F 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. [Jangipur (Muhammadan).] 

Farhat Bano Khanam, Begum. [Dacca (Muhammadan) Women.] 

Fazlul Huq, Mr. A. K. ( Patuaknali North (Muhammadan).] 

Fazlul Qadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Chittagong North-West (Muham- 
madan).] 

Fazlur Rahman. Khan Bahadur [damalpur East (Muhammadan).] 
•Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca University.) 

Ferguson. Mr. F. F. M. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

C 

Ganguly, Mr. Pratul Chandra. [East Bengal Municipal (General).] 

(those, Mr. Atul Krishna. [Jessore (General). 1 
Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Jamal]mr West (Munammadan).] 

Gladding, Mr. 1)., c.i.k. [Bengal Chamber of Commerce.] 

Golam Rabbani Ahammad, Maulvi. [Dinajpur Central West (Muham- 
madan).] 

(iolam Sarwar Ilosaini, Mr. Shah Syed. [Ramganj cum Raipur (Muham- 
madan),] 

Gomes. Mr, R. A. [Dacca Division (Indian Christian).] 

Goswami, the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandia. [Burdwan Division North 
Municipal ((tenoral).] 

Griffiths, Mr. C. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. [Calcutta South Central (General).] 

•Gupta, Mr. J. N. [Railway Trade Union (Labour).] 

Gurung, Mr. Damber Singh. [Darjeeling (General).] 

Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhury, Al-ITaj. [Madaripur East (Muham- 
madan).] 

H 

Habibullah, Nawab Bahadur K., of Dacca. [Dacca Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Hafizuddin Choudhuri, Maulvi. [Thakurgaon (Muhammadan).] 
•Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. [Kishorpganj East (Muhammadan).] 
Hamilton, Mr. K. A. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syed. [Tangail North (Muhammadan).] 
Hasnnuzzaman, Khan" Sahib Maulvi Md. [Tippera South (Muhammadan).] 
Hashem Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Bakarganj North (Muham- 

Hasiiaa^Murslied, Mrs., m.b.e. [Calcutta (Muhammadan) Women.] 
Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Pirojpur South (Muham- 
madan).] . 


'Parliamentary Secretary. 
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Haywood, Mr. Rogers. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F., o.h.e. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hodge, Mr. H. Rowan. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

K 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Mr. [Malda South (Muhammadan).] 

Ispahani, Mr. M. A. H., m.b.e. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 

a 

Jalaluddin Ahmad, the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Cox’s Bazar 
(Muhammadan).] 

Jalaluddin Hashemy, Mr. Syed. [Satkhira (Muhammadan).] 

Jalan, Mr. I. D. [Calcutta West (General).] 

Jasimuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [24-Farganas South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Jonab Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. [Chandpur East (Muhammadan).] 

K 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Netrokona South (Muham- 
madan). | 

Kazem Ali Mirza, Saliibzada Kawan Jah Syed. [Murshidabad South- 
West (Muhammadan).] 

Kennedy, Mr. I. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Khaitan, Mr. Debi Prosad. (Indian Chamber of Commerce.) 

Khan, Mr. Debendra 1 jail. [Midnapore Central (General).] 

Kumar, Mr. A till Chandra, (Malda (General). I 
Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. [Dinujpur (General).] 

L 

Lahiri, Babu Ashutosh. [North Bengal Municipal (General).] 

Leisk, Mr. John. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).) 

M 

McIntosh, Mr. George, e.n.K. | Rajsliahi Division (European).] 
Mafizuddin Ahmed, Dr. [Bogra North (Muhammadan. )] 

•Mafizuddin Ahmed, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Tippera North (Muham- 
madan). | 

Mag uire, Mr, L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mahtab, Maharajadhiraja Bahadur Vday ('hand, of Burdwan. [Burdwau 
Central (General).] 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Beliari. [Midnapore South-East (General).] 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. (Burdwan Central (General).] 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. [Dacca (General) Women.] 

Majumdar, Babu Jhanendra Chandra. [Mymensingh East Rural 
(General).] 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. [Midnapore South-West (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. [Mymensingh West (General).] 

*Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. (Burdwan North-West (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. [Faridpur (General).] 

Mandal, Rni Sahib Jagat Chandra. (Tippera (General).] 

Mandal, the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath. [Bakarganj North-East 
(General).] 

Manual, Mr. Krishna Prasad. [Midnapore Central (General).] 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. f Rajsliahi North (Muhammadan).] 
Manirustznman Islamabadi, Man lima Md. [Chittagong South Central 
(Muhammadan).] 

Maqbul Husain, Mr. [Tippera North-East (Muhammadan).] 

Masud Ali Khan Panni. Al-IIadj Maulvi. [Taugail South (Muham- 
madan).] 


•Parliamentary Secretary. 
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Methold. Mr. ,1. H. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

•Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur. [Bogra West (Muhammadan).] 

Mohsin Ali, Mr. Md. [Meherpur (Muhammadan).] 

Mookerjee, Dr. Svamaprasad. (Calcutta University.) 

Morgan, Mr. G., c.i.e., [Presidency Division (Kurojtean). ] 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi M. [ftajshahi Central (Muhammadan).] 
Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. [Bhola North (Muhammadan).! 
Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Syed. [Pirojpur North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. [Noakhali North (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Ishuoue, Maulvi. [Bogra South (Muhammadan). 1 
Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. [Kishoreganj South (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Siddique. Khan Bahadur Dr. Syed. [Bankura (Muham- 
madan).] 

Muhammad Solniman, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Bnrraekpore Municipal 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Mukerjea, the II on 'hie Mr. Taraknath. m.u.k., (Burdwnn Landholders' 
Constituency.) 

Mukerji, Mr. Dhirendra Nara\an. (Hooghly North-East.) 

Mukherjee, Mr. B. [Collierv (Coal Mines) (Labour).] 

Mukherji, Dr. IT. C. [Calcutta cum Presidency Division (Indian 
Christian).] 

Mukherji, Dr. Sliarat Chandra. [Birbhum (General).] 

Mullick, Sri jut Ashutosh. [Bankura West (General).] 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behari. [Khulna (General). | 

Mullick, the Ilon’ble Mr. Tulin Behari. f Howrah (General).] 

Musharruff II ossa in, the Hon'ble Nawab, Knan Bahadur. [Jalpaiguri cum 
Darjeeling (Muhammadan). ] 

Mustagawsal TTaque, Mr. Syed. [Bagerhat (Muhammadan).] 

Mustafa Ali Dewan, Maulvi. [Brahmanbaria North (Muhammadan).] 

N 

Nandy, Maharaja Srischandra, of Cossimbazar. (Presidency Landholders.) 
•Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. [Brahmanbaria South (Muhammadan).] 
Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. [24-Parganas South-East (General).] 

Nans her All, the Hon’hlc Mr. Syed. [Jessore Sadar (Muhammauan).] 
Nazimuddin, the Hon hie Khwaja Sir, k. c.i.e. [Calcutta North (Muham- 
madan). I 

Nooruddin , Mr. K. [ITooghlv cum Howrah Municipal (Muhammadan). ] 
Norton. Mr. n. R., m.u.k. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

P 

Pain, the Hon hie Mr. Barada Prosanna. [Hooghly rum Howrah Muni- 
cipal (General).] 

Paul, Sir ITari Sankar. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

Poddar. Mr. Anandilall. (Marwari Association.) 

Powell, Mr. J. A. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

R 

Rahman, Dr Sir A. F. [Rajshahi Central (Muhammadan).] 

Raikut, Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri rum Siliguri (General).] 
Rajibuddm Tarafdar, Maulvi. [Bogra Ea*d (Muhammadan).] 

Ramizuddin Ahmed. Mr. [Tippera W T esf (Muhammadan).] 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. [Dacca South (Central (Muhammadan).] 

Roy. Mr. Charu Chandra. [Mymonsingh West (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Dlianan joy. [Dacca East (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. [Bankura East (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca West (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. [Howrah (General).] 


'Parliamentary Secretary. 
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Roy, Mr. Patiram. [Khulna (General). 1 

Roy, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 

8 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan). 1 
Safiruddin Ahmed* Haji. [Rangpur Jforth (Muhammadan). J 
Sahabe Alum, Mr. Syed. [Dacca Central (Muhammadan).] 

Salim, Mr. S. A. [Narayanganj North (Muhammadan).] 

Sanaullah, Dr. [Chittagong North-East (Muhammadan):] 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. [Presidency Division Municipal (General).] 
Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. [Murshidabad (General).] 

Sarker, Babu Madhusudan. [Bogra cum Pabna (General).] 

Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra. [Dacca East (General).] 

Sen, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

Sen; Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. [24-Parganas South-East (General).] 
Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath. [Khulna (General).] 

Sen Gupta, Mrs. Nelli. [Chittagong (General).] 

•Serajul Islam, Mr. [Bongaon (Muhammadan).] 

Shahabuddin, the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja, c.b.e. [Narayanganj South 
(Muhammadan).] 

Shahedali, Mr. [Matlabbazar (Muhammadan).] 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Kusthia (Muhammadan).] 

Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. [Gopalganj (Muhammadan).] 

Sham, sul Huda, Maulana. [Mymensingh South (Muhammadan).] 

Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath. [Rangpur (General).] 

Kinglm, Maharaja Bhupendra Chandra, of Susang. (Dacca Landholders). 
Sinha, Sri jut Manindra Bhusan. [Bankura West (General).] 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. [Bengal Dooars (Western) Tea Garden 
Labour.] 

Smart, Mr. .1. N. [Dacca Division (European).] 

Smyth-Osbourne, Mr. ]). G. [Darjeeling (European).] 

Stark, Mr. A. F. [Calcutta and Suburbs ( European K] 

Stevenson, Mr. R. A. 11. (Indian Tea A*soriutinn ). 

Suhrawardy, the llon’ble Mr. II. S. [24-Parganas Municipal (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Sur, Mr. llarendra Kumar. [Noakhali (General).]* 

T 

Tamizuddin Khun, the llon’ble Mr. [Kanpur West (Muhammadan).] 
Thakur, Mr. Promatha Rnnjan. | Faridpur (General).] 

Thorman, Mr. C. M. [Chittagong Division (European).] 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi llaji. [Bhola South (Muhammadan).] 

W 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. [Jessore East (Muhammadan).] 

Walker, Mr. J. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., c.b.e. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
Whitehead, Mr. R. B. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C., c.i.e. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Y 

Yousuf Mirza. [24-Parganas Central (Muhammadan).] 

•Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. [Faridpur East (Muhammadan).] 

- Z 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi. [Malda North (Muhammadan).] 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. [Hooghly cum Serampore (Registered Factories) 
Labour.] 

Zillur Rahman Shah Chowdhury, Maulvi. [Balurghat (Muhammadan).] 


’Parliamentary Secretary. 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 
Official Report of the Twentieth Session. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 193S. 

The Assemhi.y met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
lGth February, 1945, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the TTon hle Mr. Syed Xvisheh Ai.u in the Clmir, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 180 members. 

Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. SPEAKER. I n accordance with the piovUions of rule b of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, 1 nominate the following 
members of the Assembly to form a Panel of 4 ('liairmen tor the ensuing 
session : — 

(li Mr. Kiran Sankar Bov. 

(2) Mr. J. B. Walker, 

(4) Mr Siiamsuddin Ahmed, and 
(4) Dr. Sir A. F. Hahman; 

utiles?' otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present- in the 
above order will preside over the deliberations ol this Assembly in my 
absence and in the absence of the Deputy Speaker. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Question A o. *02 held over on the Oth lh'crmhcr, W44 . 

Recruitment of Inspectors, Auditors, etc., for Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJI: <,/> Will the JTon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Bum] Indebtedness Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

ii) whether any age restriction was imposed in the last advertisement 
for the recruitment of Inspectors, Auditors, etc., for his depart- 
ment ; 

(//) whether any fee was charged along with the submission of applica- 
tions ; 

(in) if so, at what rates; 

(ir) what was the amount collected ; 

(c) whether there was any procedure for selection; 

(ri). whether all the candidates who had deposited the necessary fees, 
were called for sitting at the examination ; 

(rii) how the selection of candidates was made to alk>w them to appear 
at the examination ; 

(r lit) whether the candidates over the age-limit of 25 or 20 were asked to 
deposit the fees; . 
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QUESTIONS. 


[ 16 th Feb., 


(ir) whether their cases were not considered by reason of age-limit 
imposed after receipt of their application forms and necessary 
fees ; 

(.t) if so, how many such cases are there; and 

(xi) whether any steps have been taken by the Department to refund the 
fees received from such candidates? 

(1) Do the Government propose to form “Appointment Board” or some 
similar bodies to deal with such appointments? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. tlOgendra Nath Mandal): The honourable member is referred to the 
reply given to starred question No. 424 of Mr. Sukumar Dutta on the Kith 
June, 1944. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to question (r), viz., 
“whether there was any procedure tor the selection,” to which the answer 
given on that date was “Yes”, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
which he was not in a position to state at that time what was the procedure 
adopted for selection? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: A Selection Committee 
was appointed with the Registrar, the Special Officer of the Co-operative 
Department and (lie Parliamentary Secretary. In the first instance there 
was a test. After that there was a Committee which held the viva voi'e 
examination and the selection was made. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stale in answer to the question then put bv Sj. Nurendra Nath Das Gupta 
the names of the few other candidates who had special claims and who had 
been allowed to sit for the examination though they had exceeded the age- 
limit to which the then answer was that M I want notice”? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: 1 still ask for notice 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. it iH really a matter of great 
importance and T want to invite vour attention on a question of privilege 
to the fact that this question has been hanging fire. The honourable mem- 
ber lias been pleased to answer directing the attention of this House to the 
answer given on the Kith June. 15144, and in that answer certain notices 
were required by him and exideiith this question was hanging on the file 
with all the notices then given and 1 am specifically asking him now 
whether — that day he wanted notice for certain questions — he is still insist- 
ing on requiring a notice for the same? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: No formal notice was 
given. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You know thoroughly well what this means. How 
can 1 help you? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: F submit that no formal notice is need- 
ed. A ruling was given by the then Speaker. Sir Azizul Huque, that in 
case a member asks a question in the House and the Minister sa ( \s in reply 
that he asks for notice it is for the Department to send that on to him and 
the honourable member has got nothing to do with it. It is the Minister 
who has got to take notice of that. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 will look into that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL:MYill the Hon ’Me Minister be pleased 
to state siuee June. 15)44. up to the present time whether any of those 
persons who underwent training preliminary to appointment has been 
actually appointed or not? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: The training is not yet 

over and so no appointment has been ma&. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou'ble Miuister be pleased 
to state when was the training begun and how long it is proposed to continue 
the training? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Training will be over 
in six months' time. I cannot give you the exact date when the, training 
wns begun. # 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In June, 1944, we were given to under- 
stand that they were under training. It is now February, 1945. We were 
also then given to understand in the question itself that six months’ train- 
ing would be required. Has not the six months already elapsed since 
June 1944? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : You know the calculation yourself. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is why 1 want to know whether 
any appointment has been made. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th e answer is “no”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what had happened to the sum of Ha. 7,540 collected from the 
intending candidates by way of fees that they had to remit along with their 
applications if no appointment had been made? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN : It has been merged into 
the general revenues. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is it the polic v of the present Govern- 
ment to collect sums of mom\\ from intending applicants and then merge 
ths same into the general revenues? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a different matter altogether. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased 
to stale whv persons having age beyond the limited age mentioned subse- 
quent to the invitation of applications were allowed to sit for the exami- 
nation ? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: (In a point, of order, Sir. Three or four 
assumptions are made and then the question is pufc 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: 1 want the Chief Whip to equip him- 
self with the answer then given before he tries to rise on such u frivolous 
point of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have seen the question and also the answers. One 
answer is that no age-limit was imposed after the advertisement calling for 
application had been published and the other answer is that in addition, a 
few candidates who are already in Government service and a few' others 
having special claims in the co-operative movement though exceeding the 
age-limit, were permitted to sit for the examination. Do you refer to that? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your Question proceeds on the assumption that this 
is beyond the conditions of tne advertisement. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The answer specifically given was that 
certain age-limit was put and certain persons although having ages beyond 
that age were allowed to sit for the examination. *So T ask why was it that 
this procedure was allowed. 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: As required by the 
Audit Manual a specific age-limit was put. ' 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the HonTile Minister be pleased 
to state why was the ordinary condition of imposing an age-limit relaxed 
in the case of certain candidates? 

Khan Bahadur A. F* M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who were the fotunate few in whose cases the age-limit was not 
strictly imposed and special treatment was accorded? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, that question was asked on that 
very day, on the 16th June, and there also notice was required. 

Mr. 8PEAKR: You cannot argue on that point. I think you have 
finished. J 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: No, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Why? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am trying to put the question only 
to expose the frivolity with which he is answering .the question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is of no use. 


Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am prepared to ask question only 
to show that the Minister or the member concerned also does not look into 
the previous answer. That is a very dishonest way of answering questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 wan’t allow you to argue in that way. You may 
put your question if you have any. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to look up the answer given on the 16th June, 1944, and mention since when 
the practice ot having Inspectors and Auditors appointed by the Head of 
the department and not with reference to the Public Service Commission 
been pursued? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I stick to my original 
answer . 


answered^ ALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, my question has not been 
Mfa SPEAKER: What is your question? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You will find on page 422 of the 
proceedings the answer given to this Question where I have asked whether 
references were made. Will the Hon ’tie Minister be pleased to state if it 
is a fact that for permanent Inspectors the Public Service Commission had 

T T se H ct A ns Ius l )eotors - No answer was given and 

1 invited the attention of the member to that answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now, what is your question? 

mJtiV *!rf *i ,l, Tur l *1* 8AN , YAL: M > question is since when the former 
praitiie of the Minister in charge as was mentioned in ray question and as 
was pointed out that during the regime of Mr. Mukunda Beharv Mullick 
tne lists of candidates were drawn up on the recommendation of‘ the local 


KhM Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: 


I ask for notice. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Government of Bengal has discontinued or is in any 
way considering the desirability of discontinuing the healthy practice of 
inviting the opinion of the Public Service Commission in the appointment 
of Inspectors and Auditors P 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I have no knowledge 
about it. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if in any case the age-limit was condoned? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think the answer is there. It was condoned. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Honble Minister be pleased 
to state how many candidates were not required to deposit fees? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I invite the attention of the House to 
the answer given to the question of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu on that day 
where he has specifically asked if no candidate was specifically asked to 
deposit fees and the answer then was that the Speaker disallowed the ques- 
tion. Thereafter Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu asked what were the exact 
conditions mentioned in the advertisement regarding depositing fees. The 
answer wus “the conditions wen* published in the newspapers”. 1 am now 
specifically seeking to find out w nether apart from these references to the 
newspapers the member can throw any light on the fact whether any candi- 
date was allowed to sit for the examination without depositing feesP 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: No candidate was allow- 
ed to appear without depositing fees. 

(As soon as starred question No. 1 was called.) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I rise on a point of privilege. This 
question was asked, I presume, in 194*1 with reference to the price of rice 
and effect oi Food Drive in Bengal, but the answer to such a question has 
been given in 1945 which is also meagre and an insult to the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a different matter: I cannot answer for that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I also rise on a point of privilege, Sir, 
I draw r your attention to Starred Question No. 1 which was tabled by me 
on 20th June, 1943, and sent by your office to the Government department 
on 8th July, 1943, and the answer was due on 12th July, 1943. But the 
answer is given now. I think it is useless to give an answer at this late 
stage. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, I cannot do anything. 

Price of rice and effect of Food Drive in Bengal. 

•1. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to lay on the Table 
a statement showing, distnet by district, — 

(i) the price of rice as on the 30th June, 1943, and 

(u) the quantity of rice and paddy recovered during Food Drive in 
Bengal P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister he also pleased to state — 

(t) what quantity of the recovered rice and paddy will be released; and 

(tt) wbat approximate quantity of rice is necessary for daily consumption 
in tne Province r 
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MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT ( 
Hon’ble Mr, H. S. Suhrawardy): (a) (i) A statement is laid on the Libr; 
Table. 

(it) I presume that the honourable member refers to the stocks requ 
tioned by Government as a result of the Food Drive. A statement show: 
the quantities of rice and paddy so requisitioned in each district is laid 
the Library Table’ 

(b) (i) Requisitioned stocks have been utilised primarily for meeti 
local needs and also for relief in other distressed areas of tne Province. 

(it) 27,100 tons. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a) ( i ) w 
the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the prices quoted in tl 
statement relate to the actual prices on which transactions took place 
imaginary prices under control and reported by the officers concerned ? . 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8* SUHRAWARDY: If there were any trai 
actions on that date, they must refer to the prices of those transactions, a 
if there were no transactions on any date, they refer to the prices as near 
that date as possible. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas 
to state whether in quoting the prices in that statement the black-marl 
prices of rice prevailing on the date were taken account of? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I have grave doubt that 
that time there was any black-market in rice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas 
to state if on the dOth of June, 1943, rice was freely being obtained in eve 
part of Bengal Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No, I don’t think so. 
think there was a stringency. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas 
to state what the Government information is about the date when and frr 
which black-market in rice and paddy started in the province? 

Mr. SPEAKER. That is too vague a question. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* What was the date from which 

Mr. SPEAKER: There cannot be any definite date from which t 
black-market started. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sii' the Hon’ble Minister said that 
June, 1943, there was no black-market. So he must be knowing 

Wr. SPEAKER: It is not possible to give an answer to that questio 
I disallow that question. 1 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
to state if there was any reason sought by Government to account for t] 
discrepancy in the prices quoted for Calcutta as Rs. 30 and Howrah 
Rs. 3o? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I do not think there is an 
thing remarkable in that. It depends upon the stocks in Calcutta— 
depends upon the price which is being asked for by merchants in Calcut 
and the Howrah price depends on the stocks in Howrah. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be please 
to state how was it that Darjeeling had a price of Rs. 16 per maund on tin 
date while Jalpaiguri showed a price of Rs. 28 per maund? Is there an 
reason to be assigned for this? 
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TIM Hon’blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The only reason that I can 

assign to it is that Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri are two different districts. 

Of* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in June, 194d, Government had any scheme of price control 
operative in any part of Bengal? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. 8* 8UHRAWARDY: So far as I can throw my 
mind back, there was no price control on that date. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Next. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL : There are other questions on this very 
important matter. 

SPEAKER: I did not find anything important in your questions up 
till now. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, may I point out that 
this question is as dead as dodo. There have been any number of discus- 
sions upon this point. The whole of the world is fully aware of the posi- 
tion as well as every single member of this House. It is not necessary even 
to answer these questions. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Then why do you answer them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Because you have asked for 

answers. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you can put your supplementaries on 
the next question. It is the same. 

Dr. NALINAK3HA SANYAL: It is not the same. One relates t-o the 
food drive and another relates to the purchase of anum paddy and rice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Why do you not put your important questions first? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: 1 am following the order in which 
answers are given. 

Mr. SPEAKER: T wenty-two minutes have already been taken on one 
question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the total quantity 
disclosed out of the food drive of 2 r > lakh maunds of paddy and 10 lakn 
maunds of rice, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was the 
average consumption for the whole of Bengal that was discovered a« ft result 
of that drive in Bengal at that time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I urn sorry I cannot answer 
that question because I do not understand it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if as a result of the food drive, the total quantity that was discovered 
to be lying in this province — the total stock discovered — was sufficient to 
feed Bengal for the rest of the year? 

The HOfl’blft Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Time and again, Sir, on the 
floor of the House, it has been asserted that the amount of food-grains in 
Bengal at that time was not sufficient for the people of Bengal and it is 
obvious that what was discovered in the food drive which was only a portion 
of the full -stock of Bengal could not have been sufficient to feed the province 
of Bengal. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What was the total quantity that waft 
^required for the whole of Bengal and what was the total quantity that waft 
estimated to be within the province of Bengal on that date? 

2 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not remember the 
figures now. 

Scheme of Government in respect of purchasing aman paddy and rice. 

•2. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleaded to state — 

(i) what is the present scheme of the Government in respect cf pur- 
chasing aman paddy and rice in the Province; and 

(ii) whether Government have settled the need of deficit districts? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the names of (A) surplus and (B) deficit districts of the 
Province P 

( c ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that traders are buying paddy and 
rice at present at a cheaper rate ? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state — 
y%) whether any steps have been taken in the matter; 

(it) whether Government agents are buying paddy and rice at present 
in any district; 

(iii) at what price they are buying from the traders or cultivators; and 

(ir) at what lute they are supplying the same to the Government? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: <«)(,) Tim position as it stood 
iu February, HM4, was as follows: — 

The honourable member’s attention is drawn to the Press-Note issued on 
the 1st December, P)43 — a copy of which is laid on the Library Table. 

(ii) Yes. 

(b) and (d)(i) Do not arise. 

<c) No. 

(<*)(») Y ps, in surplus districts. 

(iif) It is not in the public, interest to disclose this information, 

(iv) At the prices at which they buy. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to the press-note, a 
copy of which has been laid on the library' table, paragraph 1, of the prin- 
cipal features shown therein, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if there was any quantity purchased by Government direct, as mentioned in 
the press note, without the intervention of the chief agents? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: T do not know. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that in Midnapore district rice was 
bought, by the Government agents at rates lower than Rs. 10 when the 
controlled rate was Its. 13-8? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Might have been. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: In view of this reply, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was the necessity of controlling 
the prices of rice when the cultivators were forced to sell their stocks at 
lower prices than the controlled rates? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is an argumentative question; I cannot allow 
it. * 

8j. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY. With reference to answer ( d ) (it), will 
the Hon’ble Minister kindly’ state whether there was anv fixed rate for the 
Government agents to purchase rice or paddv in the surplus districts or 
whether they purchased according to their whims? 
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Tht Hon’bl# Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Now? 

8j. KAMAL KRI8 HNm ROY. At present whether there is any fixed 
price in the surplus districts for the agents of Governments 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: T submit it does not arise 
out of this question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes;* it does not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to me food policy of 
1944, referred to in the press-note wherein it is stated that the chief agents 
will buy in specific districts piohably through agents appointed from 
amongst local rice and paddy dealers, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state, now that the year 1944 is over, what proportion of purchases were 
made by the chief agents directly by setting up their own buying offices 
and what percentage was taken through the lielp of the local dealers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, that is difficult for me 
to say because 1 am only concerned with how much the chief agents 
acquired, but so far as t have been able to follow their transactions, they 
have only u number ot office! s set up throughout Bengal and all their pur- 
chases art* made through the dealers of the localities. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the fate ot commission which the agent used to get from 
(Jo\ eminent for supplying rice to them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : Sir, 1 would like to have 
notice of that. I think thc\ have been published. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state* it lie is aware that subsequent to the press note, a copy ot which in 
laid on the libiary table, being issued by Government, notifications were 
published in the newspapers by way of advertisement; from the Department 
ot Civil Supplies where the words “(namely, purchases will also he made 
I rum tin* trade and cultivators direct)” were deleted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I do not know whether they 
were purposely deleted or not or what is their significance, but if the 
honourable member has compared them and bus so found them, then prob- 
ably it is correct. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 

to state if his attention was drawn in the floor of this House or not to the 

deletion of these words thereby making the only purchasing agency the chief 
agency system and nothing* else? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is jour question? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 

to state if his attention was drawn in the floor of this House itself to this 

fact of deletion resulting in making the chief agents the only buying agents 
in the resjiective areas and no direct purchases by Government, as was 
originally contemplated by them? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY : T do not remember whether 
my attention was drawn to it or not, but I believe that it is a fact that in 
those areas where chief agents were appoined, Government did not set up a 
competitive agency of its own and in those areas where chief agents were 
not appointed, Government made such purchase as it was necessary for its 
own requirements. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister deny 
that the Government agents taking advantage of their position as Govern- 
ment agents purchased rice and paddy on their own accounts and sold that 
paddy and rice in the black-market? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: So far as I am aware, that 
allegation is wholly false, incorrect and an unjustified insinuation 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that in certain places Government purchasing agents 
either failed to buy or refused to buy from cultivators who were making 
their offers, and as* a result thereof, prices were going down to the detriment 
of the cultivators? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : It was the policy of Govern- 
ment about that time, and honourable members will remember the policy 
which was endorsed and approved of by them that attempts should be made 
by Government to bring down the level of prices. Government is so work- 
ing with schemes as to bring down the prices at a level which they consider 
to be satisfactory. Apart from that, I have no doubt difficulties of storage 
and movements must have compelled the chief agents on occasions not to 
purchase rice and paddy which were offered to them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government had deviated from the declared policy in that press- 
note that they undertook to maintain prices at a level fair to the producer, 
and if so, when such deviation was decided upon? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No, Sir. Government have 
never deviated from that policy. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will t lie llon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that in certain districts, particularly in some parts 
of Nudia and Chittagong districts and also in some parts of the Tippera 
district during some weeks towards the end of 11)44, prices showed a 
tendency to come down from Its. 4 to Its. (> per maund for paddy? 

The Hon’ble M. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : It might have been so 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what in his estimate or in the estimate of Government is a fair 
price level for the cultivators or producers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : It depend* upon the time 
and the occasion. 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL! At the present moment what is esti- 
mated to be the minimum price which is fair to the producers? 

Mr. 8PEAKER ! 1 am afraid that question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is mentioned in the press-note of 
194*1, which deals with the policy for the subsequent yeam 

Mr. 8PEAKER* If the Hou’ble Minister is ready to answer this ques- 
tion, he can do so. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I submit that that 
question does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: cwm otfh 

w3tt 4* cm\ ftfta ftfww* wtcjr fw ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: ^ i 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the undertaking of the Government of India referred to in para- 
graph d of the press-note that the Government of India would supply the 
entire needs of the Greater Calcutta during 1944 estimated at 650,000 tons 
from outside Bengal was fully maintained? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, it has been maintained. 
I am not quite certain whether it is to the last drop, but substantially it is 
so, and if there is anything remaining unfulfilled, it will be maintained. 
Honourable members may have noticed that food grains still continue to 
arrive in Bengal from outside. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that certain quantities of Bengal rice and paddy both 
came into the rationed areas of Calcutta h) trains and also by steamers ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Certainly. If it had not 

come in. I think m\ friends would not have been able to eat t he rice which 
had been sent from outside. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the 11 on hie Minister be pleased 
to state what happened to this paddy and rice obtained from Bengul sources 
that entered into the Calcutta urea? Was it in addition to the foodgruina 
the Central Government sent to Calcutta in fulfilling their full responsibility 
tor feeding Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir. the honourable mem- 
bers know, and certainh Dr. Sanyal knows, if nobody else knows, that it 
was ne\er intended that whatever was sent hv the (ioverninent of India 
should be eaten bv Calcutta and Calcutta alone, and that Calcutta or 
Greater Calcutta should not eat any Bengal rice. The main feature of it 
was that the requirements of Calcutta and Greater Calcutta estimated at 
over (» lakhs ton*, were to be sent to Bengal and we distributed them in the 
best manner possible. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon ’ble Minister aware that 
certain quantities, it not large quantities, of aus paddy of the districts of 
dessoie and Nadia were brought down to Calcutta for milling purposes anil 
were issued in Calcutta’s suburban ureas and industrial areas mostly even 
when the Government <d’ India was sending their stock into the city and 
suburbs of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That might well be so, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what quantity out of the supply given to Bengul or to Calcutta by 
the Government of India was sent out of Calcutta to rural Bengal in order 
to replenish the stock taken out of rural Bengal for the purposes of 
Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: T have no knowledge of that. 

8upply of kerosene and sugar for Jessore district. 

*3. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA CH08E: («> Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the quantity of kerosene oil and sugar supplied in the district of 
Jessore during the financial year 194**1-44; 

Gi) on what basis the supply is being given; and 

( iii ) what was the allotment per capita ? 

ih) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the tact that people of the district 
are undergoing great hardship for want of kerosene and sugar? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister coimideiiiig tbe desirability of increasing- the 
supply and of regulating the distribution so that the people may have some 
relief? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) <i> Sugar— 18,677 bags or 
51,362 maunds against an annual quota of 20,688 bags. This represents 
supplies received during’ the sugar year, i.e., December, 1943, till the 24th 
November, 1944. 

Kerosene — 125,520 tins during the year. 

(u) and (Hi) I ft urban areas approximately ] seer of sugar per head 
per month and in rural areas on a block allotment system. The supply of 
kerosene varies according to the size of the families from A to J bottle of 
22 oz. per month. These two commodities were distributed in accordance 
with the directions of local committees composed of the members of the 
Union Boards and other leading members of the public. Since the introduc- 
tion of the Rural Rationing Scheme the distribution is more methodical and 
systematic. 

(6) Yes. The release, however, of a cheajier variety of candlesticks and 
spindle oil has to a certain extent supplemented the supplies of kerosene oil. 
Pressure on consumption of sugar was proposed to he relieved by import ot 
f/ur from the United Provinces and Bihar, and one consignment of 2,000 
maunds has already arrived at Bongaon. 

(r) When the supply position permits, district quotas will be increased. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
fact that for months together there are a large number of villages which 
did not get any sugar or any quantity of kerosene oily 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: It is far too vague a ques- 
tion . 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the cheaper varieties of candlesticks were released, by whom 
and where ¥ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: These are done through my 
department — the department of consumer goods. 

Amount spent for relief measures in Bartkura district. 

*4. Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: (A) Will the Hon 'hie Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state — 

(a) the amount of money granted by ihe Government for the district of 
Bankura to he spent during the financial year 1944-45 for — 

(i) Gratuitous relief, 

(ii) Rehabilitation scheme (ior helping artisan class), and 

(tit) tank improvement and excavation of new r tanks, with separate 
figures for each item if earmarked; 

{b) the amounts actually spent for each item in |o)(?), (ft) and (Hi) uf 
to the end of October last ; 

(c) the number and names of places where work-houses were started 

with dates of their starting and dosing and. if closed, the reason 
for their closure ; and 

(d) whether it is a fact — 

t«) that after a few weeks from their starting, the officers in 
charge of the work-houses would be stopped unless they 
became self-supporting, and 

(it) that work of some of the self-supjKirting work-houses were 
actually stopped ? 

(B) If the answer to (A) ( d ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon ’hie 
Minister be pleased to state — 

-(f) whether the work-houses were started for relief measures; and 
(if) if so, whether it is the intention of the Government to stop such 
work-houses ? 
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(0) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state — 

(t) the number of work-houses, district bv district; and 
(tt) the number of them that are self-supporting? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (A) (V> and (5)— 


(*) Gratuitous relief 
(it) Rehabilitation of artisans 
(tit) Tank improvement 


Allotment for Aetual 

1944-45 (up to expenditure 

30-11-1944). (up to 3M0-1944). 


Rh. R«. 

34,300 5,011 

1,00,000 38,550 

5,82,688 1,85,806 


ic) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

( d ) No. 

(B) Does not arise. 

(C) (i) 138 work-houses are functioning at present as per statement 
laid on the Library Table. 

(it) None of them is self-supporting yet. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: With reference to answer (a) ( i ), will 
the Ilon'lde Minister be pleased to state what was the reason for not spend- 
ing the money allotted? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The allotted money 
has been spent. For the information of the honourable member, I may say 
that on gratuitous relief up to loth January a sum of Bs. 16,800 has been 
spent. 


Purchase of rioe by Government. 

*5. Dr. SANAULLAH: (<i) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Ci\il Supplies Department he pleased to state whether it is a fact that the 
Government of Bengal purchased 25, 000 maunds of rice from the Calcutta 
market on the 9th September, 1943, at Bs.24 per maund? 

(//) If the answer to hi) i* in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state — 

(?) from whom the said rice was purchased; 

( n ) whether it was am/m or avs; 

(iii) when the said rice was imported into Calcutta; 

(ir) by which firm it w T as so done; 

(?) at what price it was purchased; 

(ri ) from which district and province; 

(nil what was cost of transportation; 

( rin) how long it was with the importing firm; 

(/» whether the firm was in possession of a valid licence; 

( ,r ) when did the firm inform the prescribed authority about it; 
i.ri) if the firm did not inform the Government how did the Government 
come to know* about it; 

(•r/i) whether the firm voluntarily sold the rice to the Government.; 

(siii) if not. whether it was compelled to sell at that price; 

whether it was purchased for civilian consumption; 

(,rr) if so, how^ it was disposed of; and 

(xri ) if not, whether it was for military or semi-military consumption? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) how much rice Government have purchased since the reimposition of 
the “control rate of rice” up to date; 

(it) at what prices; 
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(Hi) from which places; and 
( iv ) for what purposes? 

(d) Is it a fact — 

(?) that during the last food census in Calcutta 21,000 bags containing 
about 42,000 maunds of rice were unearthed from a Marwari firm 
in Chitpore area; and 

I ii) that at the telephonic intervention of the higher authorities they 
w ? ere not interfered with? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : On No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

( c ) (i) and (Hi) A statement showing the quantities purchased up to 
18th September, 1048, is laid on the Table. 

(ii) At prices varying from Its. 20 to Its. 80 per maurnl for rice and from 
Its. 10 to Its. lb per maurnl for paddy. 

(in) Kice and paddy were purchased tor despatch to deficit areas and for 
relief purposes. 

(d) (/) No. 

(ii) Does not arise. 

Statement referred to in reply to clauses (c) ( i ) and (Hi) of starred question No. -5 
showing jmrchase made, up to the 18th September , 1943 , Hi the districts. 


(Figures in maunds.) 


Name of district. 

Aman. 

.4 us. 

Rice. 

Paddy. 

Rioo. 

Paddy. 

Birbhum 



5,616 


Jessore 




28,945 

Rajshahi 



1,191 


Bogra 



14,102 


Malda 

200 


13,500 

1,118 

Dinajpur 

56,501 

20,739 

36,406 

10,795 

Jalpaiguri 

2,002 

500 



Mymensingh 



4,757 

68 

Nadia 



6,068 

5,576 

Pabna 



6,562 

13,265 

Rangpur 


•• 

1,445 

1,988 

Total 

58,703 

21,239 

89,650 

61,755 


Maunds. 

Total rice purchased . . 148,353 

Total paddy purchased . . 82,994 


Grand Total .. 231,347 

family allowances far security prisoners of ffankura district. 

*8. Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROYS (a) Will the Hon’ble MiniMe. in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of security prisoners from the district of Bankuia 
still detained iu jails; 
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(*0 th e Dumber and names of those of the said prisoners who have lieen 
granted monthly family allow a lire with amounts stated for each 
ease; and 

(in) whether any monthly allowance has Iveen granted to the following 
security prisoners, viz. : — ( 1 ) Sj. Bhabn Tarim Chakruvarty, 
(21 l>ehi Prosad {aha* Hhola) Sarkar, (4) Uautlochun Chakra- 
varty and (4) Sushi! Chandra Palit? • 

(b) If the answer to m in the negative, will the HonMile Minister 
he pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bobalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
8ir Naztmuddin) : un (n Twenty-three. 

tf/) A statement i* laid on the I.ihraiy Table. 

(//i) and (b) An allowance ot Its.. 40 per month has been granted to security 
prisoner Halm Devi Prosad Satkar with effect horn the 1st April, 1044. 

No allowance has Wen granted to security piisoner Halm Bhulm Taran 
Chakiavartv as lie had no dejHMident. 

Security prisoner Halm Sushil Ch. Palit lias not applied for family 
allowance. 

There is no senility piisonei of (lie name ot Halm ltamlochan Clmkravartv. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: Will the Hon lde Minister be pleased 

Mate who has given him the information that Halm Bhulm Taran 
CliakravarU lias no dependent? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information of (lovernment 
i> that he has no dependent. * 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: Is be aware of the fact that he has 
got his old mother still living and that she is dependent on him? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He has two brothers who are living 
sepal ately. The security prisoner has no dependent. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view ot the inlortnution given 
to him. does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to further enquire into 
the matter and grant him an allowance if il is found that his mother is his 
dependent ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not considered necessary 
been u s** the security prisoner lias two brothel’s and (lie mother might be 
living with one of the brothers. So, when T slated that he had no depen- 
dent, I meant that the mother ot the security prisoner was not his 
dependent. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon'lde Ministei positive 
that his two brothers are maintaining their mother? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: They must be maintaining her. 
M hat was the position before the arrest of the security prisoner? The 
information of the Government is that the security prisoner hud no depen- 
dent before bis arrest. 

Increment of family allowanoe of Batou Sudhir Chandra Smha, a seourity 

prisoner. 

*7. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

d) whether security piisoner Halm Sudhir Chandra Sinha Choudhury of 
district Dacca, at present detained as security prisoner in the 
Buxa Sjiecial Reserve Jail has been granted a family allowance 
of Rs.20 p*r month ; 
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(*'*') whether he »Pl»lietl several times to the Government for the increase 
of the said allowance; 

(iii) whether he used to earn about Rs.150 per month from his business 
of shoe manufacture and order supply; 

(tr) whether the conti act of supplying shoes that he secured from the 
Dacca A.R.P. and the military department was cancelled after his 
arrest ami detention; 

(v) whether he has got a family of about 8 members who were solely 
dependent on him for their maintenance; and 

(n) whether they are now on the verge of starvation? 

(if) If the answers to (a) (u) to (n) are in the affirmative, will theHon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what actions, if any, have been taken by the 
Government in the matter? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of increasing the 
amount of his family allowance of Ks.20 jxu month? 

(d) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (/) A family allowance of Rs. 20 per month was 
originally sanctioned and this has eventually been increased to Rs. f)0 per 
month. 

07) and (iii) Yes. 

(ir) My information is that once an order was placed with him for supply 
of shoes to the A.R.P. Controller which he complied with hut the next one 
was not accepted by him. 1 have no information about his contract with 
military deimrtment. 

O’) Me has a brother who is also capable of earning and maintaining the 
family. 

( ri) No. 

O'), O) and (d) The honourable member is referred to my replies to the 
alwive questions. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (a) (r), do I 
understand the Hon’ble Minister to admit that the security prisoner in 
question has got u family of 8 members who were actually maintained by 
his own income? 

Khftn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* The family of the security prisoner 
consists of his wife and his son, aged 2\ years. Me has of course a brother 
and his brother’s wife and children who are not his dependents. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN* With reference to answer (a) (i) f will 
the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state why the allowance sanctioned is 
increased from Rs. 20 to Rs. 50 and not Rs. 150 while the Government 
admit that the man was earning Rs. 150 per mensem before his arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The position is this. This security 
prisoner has only two dependents, his wife and a son aged about 2A years. 
At first the Government considered that an allowance of Rs. 20 would be 
sufficient, but subsecmenUv this allowance was increased to Rs. 40. Again 
on a review, it has been increased to Rs. 50 per mensem. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Why was not the allowance increased 
to Rs. 150 which was the amount he was actually earning? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government consider each case on 
its merits. It is not the policy of Government to grant the security prisoner 
the exact amount that he was earning before his arrest. The only thing is 
that Government do not want to see that there is any distress.’ As the 
family of the security prisoner consists of his wife and his son aged 2h 
years, Rs. ?>0 per mensem is considered sufficient. 
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Hr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Honlile Minister he 
pleased to state whether Government have ascertained how this Rs. 150 was 
spent by the prisoner before he was arrested? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : No, Sir. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Why should the Government 
deny to the family the exart amount of Us. 150 which according to the 
Government’s own case was the income of this particular gentleman? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question of denying the family 
does not arise here. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (a) (r), will 
the Hnn’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government is satisfied 
that the brother who is said to be capable of earning and maintaining the 
family actually maintains the family? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T have no information whether he 
is actually maintaining the family or not. The information of Govern* 
ment is that there is a brother who is capable of earning and maintaining 
the family. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the monthly income of his brother? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have no information. I ask for 
notice. 

Jail warders' strike in Bengal. 

*8. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(/) that in January, 1945, there was a general strike* of the jail warders 
in — 

(A) the Presidency Jail, und 

(B) other jails of Bengal; 

(//) whether Government was previously aware of the grievances and 
demands of the jail warders which led to the general strike; and 

(m) whether the aforesaid grievances and demands were submitted to 

Government in writing — 

(A) either Indore the strike, or 

(B) after the strike? 

(b) If the answer to (</> is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) what were the grievances and demands as formulated and submitted 
to the Government or Inspector-General of Prisons, or any such 
appropriate authority by the jail warders; 

(n) what were the terms of termination of the strike; 

(iii) how far were the grievances and demands met bv Government; 

(iv) the date of the strike; 

(r) the total number of— 

‘ (1) warders involved in the strike; as also 

(2) the total strength of warders employed in the Bengal Jails; 
and 

(vi) the jails totally or partially affected by the strike? 

( c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 
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(t) what were the — 

(A) rates of pay, and 

(B) other allowances, if any, of the jail warders — 

(1) before the said strike, and 

(2) after the said strike; 

(it) whether since the date of the strike any of the jail warders have 
been — • 

(A) suspended, or 

(B) dismissed ; 

(hi) if so, the numbers and names of those who have been — 

(A) dismissed, and 

(B) suspended ; 

(ir) whether it is a fact that on the day of the jail warders’ strike — 

(A) all prisoners wore left locked up in their cells and barracks 
for several hours in the morning 1 without water and morning 
conveniences for calls of nature; 

(B) machine guns manned by the military were mounted inside 
the Presidency Jail facing the security prisoners’ barracks; 
and 

(C) armed sergeants and police constables were posted inside the 
Presidency Jail and other jails; and 

(r) whether any one was permitted to carry firearms inside the jail 
compound? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a), (h) (t), p/O, (/V) and (e) {/) Tin* honourable member 
is referred to my teply to starred question No. 244 asked by Mr. Sibnath 
Banerji on the bStli April, 1944. 

(b) ( h ) I refer the honourable member to my reply to (a) (Hi) of the 
question No. 40 asked bv Mr. Sahapriya Banerji on the Stb December, 1044. 

(r) (1) 1,454. 

(2)2,055. 

(ri) Midnapore, Alipore, Presidency, Bajsbabi, Dacca, Dum Dum, 
Buidwan, Krisbnagar, Jcssorc, Khulna Jalpaiguri, Mymensingli, Faridpur, 
Barisal, Chittagong and Buxa. 

(c) (h) No. 

(iii) Does not arise. 

(iv) (A) and (B) No. 

(ir) (C) and (r) Yes, in the Presidency and Dacca Central Jails only. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to ainwer 
(r) (in) (A) will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the prisoners in 
the Presidency Jail were kept locked up till 11 in the morning of that date? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T ask for notice. 

Changes in the post of Subdivisional Officer at Barrackpore. 

*9. Mr. M. A. F. HIRTZEL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department aware — 

(i) that the Barrackpore subdivision is an important subdivision contain- 
ing many industrial concerns engaged in war production; and 
(/'/) that during the past year there have been six changes in the post of 
Subdivisional Officer, for the Barrackpore subdivision? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is the prac- 
tice in other subdivisions to change the Subdivisional Officer after 3 months’ 
service or less? 

(r) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state the reason why 
the Barrackpore subdivision has been treated in this manner? 
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(<J) Will the Honble Minister l>e pleased to state what is the average 
period of office of Subdivision al Officers throughout the Provinoe? 

(e) Do Government propose to take any action to ensure that Subdivisionai 
Officers hold office for a sufficient period to ensure efficient administration? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’blt Khwiji 
Sir Nazimuddin): (,n Yes. • 

( b ) No. 

(c) Officers were transferred because they were urgently required for 
other important posts and that these exigencies of public service affeoted 
Barrackpore adversely, was wholly fortuitous. 

(b) Before the war the practice was to make the period of office of Sub- 
divisional Officers about •] years on the average. At present, owing to war 
conditions, the period has come down to about one year. 

(H Every effort is being made by Government to keep the Subdivisionai 
Officers in their stations for as long a period as possible aud to avoid frequent 
transfers. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer under 
(h > that Subdivisionai Officers are now ordinarily kept for one year instead 
ot three years, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware 
that the Subdivisionai Officer of Jangipur in Murshidabad district has been 
then* tor nearly five years? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: For how many years he has been 
there ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I don’t know. I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that because he is consi- 
dered to lx* a stalwart of the Muslim League he is there so long? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir 

Mr. A. F. STARK: In view of the admission that Barrackpore is an 
important subdivision, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to explain why 
that Mibd {vision has been chosen for so many transfers in preference to other 
subdh isions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is unfortunate that Barrack- 
pore has had several Subdivisionai Officers but the fact is that the two 
officers who were posted had to go- one of them at least on medical grounds 
to the United Kingdom on leave, and that is why occasionally the sub- 
division had to be held charge of by the Second Officer. 

Family allowance for Babu Nareeh Chandra 8 homo, a security prisoner. 

*10. Mr. ilNANEHDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Is the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Horae (Jails) Department aware — 

(i) that security prisoner Babu Naresli ('bandru Khome, b.l., at present 
detained in the Buxa Special Reserve Jail, has been granted a 
family allowance of lts.25 only per month with effect from 
April, 1942; 

(it) that he was a practising lawyer at Mymensingh before his arrest; 

(tit) that he was then earning a great deal more than Rs.25 per month 
and was progressively building up his practice; 

(iv) that he sent petitions to the Government for the increment of his 
allowance; and 

(v) that his allowance has not yet been increased in accordance with 
the declared policy of the Government? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of increasing the amount of his family allow- 
ance? 

(c) If the answer to ( b ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to stale the reason thereof? 

Khan Bahadur. MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) ( i ), (u) and (iv) Yes. 

(Hi) My information is that he was practising as a junior pleader only 
for about six months before his arrest and was not earning more than Rs.25 
per month. 

(v) The allowance has since been increased to Rs. 50 per month with 
effect from 1st April, 1944. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell us the date of his arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state whether the first allowance was granted to the security prisoner 
from the date of his arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The first allowance was granted 
some time in September, 194$. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state the reason tor not, giving effect to the increment from April, 
1942 ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The family allowance was sanc- 
tioned some time in September, 1942, and the effect of this order was given 
from the 1st of April, 1942. 

Family allowance of Sj. Makhanlal Sen detained in jail. 

•11. Miss MIRA DUTTA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what was the earning of Sj. Makhanlal Sen now* detained in the 

Presidency J ail ; 

(b) wdiether any allowance has been granted for bis family and if so, 

the amount ; 

(c) the number of his dependants ; 

(d) whether it is a fact that his only daughter who is preparing for 

the B.A. examination 'is in difficulty for the reason that her 

father has been deprived of his income by his detention? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Exact income could not be ascertained though an 
enquiry was made. 

(b) An allowance of Rs.60 per mensem has been granted to the prisoner’s 
wife from 26th November, 1942, the date of his arrest for support of his 
dependants. 

(c) Two — wife and daughter. 

(d) No. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is it a fact that Babu Makhan Lai 
Sen was employed as Manager of the Ananda Bazar Patriha , and, if so. 
what was the difficulty in ascertaining his exact income? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say what was the 

difficulty. I ask for notice. 

Hr J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: With reference to the answer “No M 
to Question (d) about his only daughter who is preparing for the B. A. 
examination being in difficulty, how did the Government gather that there 
was no difficulty in the way of the daughter of Babu # Makkan Lai Sen 
appearing for the B. A. examination? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This security prisoner has other 
brothers and it is the information of Government thut they have an income 
of Rs 800 per month and in addition to that Government have given an 
allowance of Rs. 00 tier month for the maintenance of the prisoners wife 
and the education of iiis daughter. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
ph*a>ed to state the basis on which this Its. (10 was fixed? 

Mr. 8PEAKR: Mr. Kundu, that is going too far into the question. 
Government says that IK 8(H) is the earning of his brothers and they may 
refuse to answer the question. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I may *tute that they are livint: 

in a joint niesS. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hou'ble Minister aware that 
Mr. Makhan Lai Sen used to run a motor car and had a driver and his 
income was more than Ks • >00 per month? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: But that is another matter. 


Appointment of Lawyer- Magi stratus. 

•12. Mr. MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
< liurge of the Homo Department he pleased to state — 

(a) the liumlxT of Uw\ er-Magist rates api>ointed from the beginning 
up to date; and 
{!>) liow many of them ate — 

(/) Scheduled Tastes, 

Of) Caste Hindus, and 
(m) Muslims? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the HonWe Khwaja 8ir 
Na/imuddin): (a) Sixty. 

(b)(i) Six. 

(tt) Twenty-four. 

(iii) Thirty. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the ITon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state wdiether the Communal Ratio Rules were applicable in the 

matter of these appointments? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state what are the reasons for which the requisite number of 
Scheduled Caste appointments were not made? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Because candidates were not avail- 
able. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether he is in a position to tell the House how many 
candidates were recommended by the Public Service Commission for the 
appointments? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Yes. In the first batch three 
Scheduled Caste candidates were recommended and in the scond batch seven 
were recommended, that is, a total of ten. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: In view of his present answer, will 

the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to reconcile his previous answer ? 

* 

Mr. SPEAKERS No question of reconciliation; you can simply put 
questions to elicit information. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state why the recommended candidates were not appointed to fill up 
the quota fixed for scheduled castes? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In the first batch names of f>9 
candidates were recommended by the Public Servise Commission and in the 
second 75, and they were recommended in order of preference. In order to 
maintain communal parity in the matter of appointments Government 
appointed Scheduled Caste candidates even if men were lower down in the 
list. Even in normal circumstances they might have got them in the order 
of preference given l>v the Public Service Commission but so tar as the first 
batch was concerned three were recommended and all of them were 
appointed by Government. In the second list within the age-limit ot 40 
or 45 seven names were recommended by the Public Service Commission and 
out of that I think three or four — three I think — have been appointed by 
Government. I may also add that the cases of some more are pending 
before Government and some more lawyer magistrates will be appointed 
shortly. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to give us the exeat time when these appointments are expected to 
be made? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 do not know. It is being consi- 
dered by Government. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Quest ion time ovei. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr* ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Mr. Speaker, I ga\e notice ot a motion 
of adjournment about the prevailing cloth famine in the province. Un- 
fortunately, you have refused your consent, but 1 submit the question is 
very important and demands the immediate attention of the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Sen, you have already got niv refusal and I think 
it vs ill be better if I give you certain facts. I got about seven notices of 
adjournment motions and I have refused consent to all of them. Two of 
these motions appear to me to be matters of great importance to the commu- 
nity but the point tor consideration is whether I shall be justified in post- 
poning the presentation of the Budget. That stood in my way and I 
thought I could not postpone the presentation of' the Budget. That is why 
I had to refuse consent. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why should it be postponed? We 
could have taken up after the presentation of the Budget. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If the House is agreeable I will certainly reconsider 
my decision. ^ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: That is the practice. 

Mr. 8PEAKER* If that is the practice and if the House is agreeable 
I will have no objection. I will consider this aspect of the question during 
the prayer recess. 
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Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ttyere is a motion about the street 
accidents by military lorries in Calcutta. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, I have already said that; you need not raise it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The position is this. On the previous 
occasion in the floor of the House we made several attempts to invite your 
attention through appropriate motions to these street accidents. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Dr. Sanyal, when I spoke of two motions your motion 
was also in my mind. So what I propose to do is I will discuss the matter 
with you in my chamber and if the House be agreeable to take up any of 
these matters after the presentation of the Budget I shall have no objection 
personally. 

The House stands adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer. 

(The House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment. ) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we have your consent now after 

having heard us in the chamber ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think the Budget should be presented first and I 

shall give you my decision. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to the presentation of the 
Budget we do not want to stand in the wav. We suggest this matter is of 
grave and urgent importance and should not wait, namely, accidents by 
military lorries in the streets of Calcutta and the inadequacy of Govern- 
ment measures to stop the same, and if that is allowed to be discussed after 
the Hudiret speech is delivered we shall have no objection for this day. A 
matter of this character should not wait any longer. We find reports in 
the press of Special Type of motor vehicles leading to deaths and injuries. 

Mr. SPEAKER ! That is all right. You have made your position 
quite clear. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: May 1 have a minute or two of your 
tnue*' If we have followed you correctly, we understand that you Lave 
refused all the adjournment motions not on grounds that they infringe the 
rules but for some pther reasons. 

Mr. SPEAKER : That is not so in the case of your motion. Yes, 
Mr. Goswami. 


Point of Order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order. We would like 
to invite your attention to the Assembly Procedure Rules wherein it is laid 
down that on Fridays non-official business should be taken up and we would 
not like this encroachment of the rights and privileges of this House 
by the Government/ in this wanton fashion. We had previously invited 
your attention to this matter and every time we find the same mistake or 
delinquency being repeated by Government probably with your consent or 
without your consent making it impossible for you to intervene. We would 
like to make it clear that we in this House would maintain the dignity of 
this House and preserve the rights and privileges of members so far as non- 
official business is concerned. In the programme that is circulated you will 
notice non-official business days have oeen scrupulously avoided. February 
23rd is the only non -official business day allowed In a period extending over 
six weeks with six non-official days coming over. The first non-official day — 
today — -is encroached upon. The third non-official dav would be 2nd March 
which is not mentioned in the programme at all. Then, Sir, fHh March, 
which would have been another non-official day is also intelligently left out, 
and thereafter from the 13th onwards voting on demands for grants begin 
3 
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and there naturally the Government would take protection under the 
Governor’s rules and all non-official days have been encroached upon. We 
therefore would like to have your ruling on this matter as to whether you 
permit Government encroaching upon non-official days in this wanton 
manner and how long will this vandalism continue. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will have a talk with the leaders of all the parties 
on the subject. Yes, Mr. Goswami. 

BUDGET ESTIMATES, 194546. 

Statement by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 

The Hon’blft Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. Speaker, 

I rise to present the Budget for the year 1945-46. 

In presenting the Budget for the year 1944-45, twelve months ago, I 
made a departure from previous practice and adopted a form of presentation 
which I thought would help honourable members to a truer appreciation of 
the state of our finances and the resulting problems. I propose again to 
adopt that form of presentation this afternoon and explain our estimates of 
the two years’ working with which we are now concerned in broad outline 
and leave those who wish to fill in the details to study the Red Book in which 
they will find the usual detailed comparisons under each grant and the 
explanations of the main variations. 

It will be recalled that the budgetary plans for the current year aimed 
at the attainment of two primary objectives. The first and foremost was 
to prevent a recurrence of the preceding year’s famine. The second was to 
administer relief in various forms to those who had suffered from that famine 
and to control the epidemics that followed in its wake. These were by no 
means easy of attainment. Indeed, in regard to the first objective, doubts 
as to the possibility of complete success were entertained even in quarters 
not avowedly unfriendly to this Government. And hostile critics weni to 
the length of predicting, in season and out of season, the imminence of a 
second famine in a yet more grievous form. Although there was still cause 
for anxiety, it was my painful impression that such grim forebodings often 
proceeded from wishful thinking. But thanks to careful planning and the 
effective execution of the threefold programme of production, procurement 
and distribution of food, Government have been able to redeem their pledge : 
“There shall be no famine in 1944.” 

The organisation of famine relief and the control of epidemics also 
presented problems of exceptional difficulty and taxed to the utmost the 
resources of Government. The question was not merely one of money, 
although, as honourable members are well aware, money k one of our most 
serious problems. The task of setting up an efficient civilian organisation 
when the Army pulled out of famine fighting operations in April last, after 
haviug rendered such splendid service, presented very great difficulties from 
the point of view of trained personnel particularly in the field of medical 
relief. Notwithstanding all this, the work of repairing the terrible damage 
caused by the famine was steadfastly pursued ana I am thankful that today 
the victims of destitution and sickness are no longer adrift but have been 
provided with food and shelter and medical relief. What is more, short- 
term measures of immediate relief have, in the course of the year, been 
supplemented by a programme of rehabilitation which aims at more enduring 
benefit and widespread amelioration. 

Let me now T present to the House a brief review of the working of some 
of the more important schemes which have been undertaken in furtherance 
of our basic objectives. 

I will first take up the question of food production. The responsibility 
for stimulating the production of food in this Province rests primarily on 
the Departments of Agriculture and Fisheries. It is essential for the proper 
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discharge of this responsibility that the Departments should be adequately 
reorganised and expanded. The main obstacle to this has been the difficulty 
of getting adequately trained and experienced men for the more responsible 
jobs at the top. It has been increasingly borne in on me during the last two 
years that personnel, even more than finance, is our real “bottleneck”. 
Preliminary steps are being taken to increase the Higher and Lower 
Agricultural Services by some *100 additional officers from demonstrators 
upwards. The training of this large personnel involves a considerable 
expansion of the facilities for agricultural education at present available in 
the Province. Plans for this are already under way, but some time must 
necessarily elapse before they start producing results. In the meantime 
we have nad to carry on with the staff we have got, with such help from 
outside as wejiave been able to secure. We have recently been fortunate 
enough to obtain for one year the services of three experts in dairy and 
poultry fanning from the Government of New Zealand, and if they are the 
men that we hope and believe they are, Bengal will undoubtedly be the 
richer for their collaboration. Another valuable acquisition from which 
much is expected is our Agricultural Adviser, Mr. Leonard K. Elmhirst, 
who possesses the very rare qualification of a combination of highly specialised 
training with an intimate knowledge and a sympathetic understanding of 
local conditions. He is devoting himself wholeheartedly to the working out 
of schemes of agricultural development on a scale commensurate w r ith the 
needs and standards of modern civilisation. He is the .same Mr. Elmhirst 
who, as a friend and collaborator of Itahimlranath Tagore, founded the 
Sreeniketan and continues to he its guiding spirit. 

The reorganisation ol the Department of Fisheries has also been taken in 
hand. It lias been decided to create 4 posts of Deputy Directors, 8 posts of 
Superintendents, 20 posts of District Fishery Officers and 85 posts of field 
assistants. Here again we are up against shortage of trained personnel, 
and up till now it has not been possible to recruit more than one Deputy 
Director, 4 Superintendents, 28 District Fishery Officers and 20 field 
assistants. 

Let me now turn to the schemes which have been taken up by these 
Departments. 

The most important of these schemes are grouped together under the 
comprehensive designation of “Grow More Food Campaign”. They consist 
in the distribution of improved seeds and manure, the encouragement of the 
making of composts and the execution of such projects of irrigation and 
drainage as are likely to increase the yield of paddy and other food crops. 

The approved schemes of seed distribution include aus and aman paddy 
seeds, rain seeds, potato, fodder crop seeds, famine crops like chee.ua and 
kaun , seeds of summer and cold weather vegetables and cuttings of sugarcune. 
The system of distribution is either cash sale with a 20 per cent, rebate 
or if the recipient so desires, loan on the sowai basis, repayable after the 
following harvest. To facilitate the working of these schemes seed stores 
have been established at district and suhdivisional headquarters throughout 
the Province. 

The manures selected for distribution are oil cake, bonemeal and chemical 
fertilisers like sulphate and phospate of ammonia. In order to bring them 
within easy reach of the cultivators they have been supplied to stockists at 
29 important centres specially selected for the purpose. 

In order to turn to account the valuable fertilising material which is 
allowed to run to waste in villages, 200 workers have been given training 
in the process of turning farmyard refuse into compost and sent out to rural 
areas to instruct the villagers. The conversion of town waste into compost 
has been started in two important municipalities near Calcutta, namely, 
Howrah and Hoogbly-Cbinsura, and centres for training in municipal 
compost-making have also been organised where any municipality can depute 
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a man for training free of cost. It ie hoped that many municipalities will 
avail themselves of this facility and start production of compost which is 
sure to have a ready market. 

Among other schemes included in the “Grow More Food Campaign’ , 
mention may be made of the distribution of specially designed Persian 
Wheels for lift irrigation purposes; construction of water-hyacinth barricades 
for the reclamation^of paddy lands; and the cultivation of selected vegetables 
on some 1,700 acres of land in collaboration with the Military authorities 
with a view to reduce the load of army requirements on the civilian market 
for vegetables. Finally, in order to increase the area under cultivation 
Railway side lands are being settled with tenants on a temporary basis and 
action is being taken to bring as much arable waste under cultivation as 
possible. 

Sir, honourable members are no doubt aware that owing to a variety of 
causes there has been a serious depletion of the cattle population of the 
country. Provision of half a crore has been made for cattle purchase loans 
with a view to enable cultivators to procure a sufficient number of plough 
cattle for their agricultural operations. Supplies were, however, extremely 
limited and not much could oe done in the wav of importing cattle from 
outside the Province. The only satisfactory solution lies in the establishment 
of a large scale cattle breeding station in the Province and a plan for this 
has already been worked out by our Agricultural Adviser. It involves the 
acquisition of 7,000 acres of land and a capital outlay of close upon 30 lakhs 
of rupees. The land is situated in a part of the district of Nadia which has 
been gradually depopulated by malaria. In selecting this area we have kept 
in view an additional object, namely, the trying-out of experimental public 
health measures. Meanwhile several short-term schemes of rapid relief have 
been taken in hand. Two hundred stud hulls of good pedigree are being 
imported from outside for distribution in the important cuttle areas of the 
Province. Schemes have also been initiated for the rapid multiplication of 
gouts and poultry. The goat multiplication scheme is expected to produce 
as many as 50,000 goats in the first year of its operation. The expansion of 
poultry multiplication centres which involves a ro.it of over 3 lakhs of rupees 
is also expected to make a substantial contribution to the food economy of 
the Province. 

It is greatly to he deplored that notwithstanding the immense possibilities 
of development of fisheries in this Province, inland, estuarine and marine, 
there should he a shortage of fish which is almost an indispensable item 
of Bengal’s dietary. Attempts had been made from time to time by the 
Government of Bengal, especially since 1900, when the late Sir K. G. Gupta, 
then Senior Member of the Board of Revenue, Bengal, was placed on special 
duty to report on the fisheries and fish supply of the Province, with a view 
to encouraging the exploitation of this potential source of food and wealth. 
But it would not be too unfair to characterise these attempts as spasmodic 
exertions. I am glad to say, however, that our present miseries have 
impelled us to action in this direction as in many others. The first essential 
requisite was to strengthen and reorgainise the Department of Fisheries so 
as to enable it to cope with the work ahead. I have already explained the 
action which is being taken in this behalf. In the meantime, as short-term 
“Grow More Food” measures, culture of carp in paddy fields was undertaken 
in the Sunderbans area; and derelict tanks in that area as well as in the 
districts of Bankura, Birbhum and Tippera, were reconditioned and stocked 
with fish fry. Arrangements have also been made to facilitate the transport 
of fish from Goalundo to Calcutta by making larger supplies of ice available 
to the fish trade through the agency of an ice-controller specially appointed 
for the purpose. 

Sir, one of the most serious impediments to planned agriculture in Bengal 
has been the absence of reliable and comprehensive agricultural statistics. 
Arrangements have been made to undertake collection and compilation, 
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by a plot-to-plot enumeration, of agricultural statistics, for aus , Oman and 
rabi crops froib year to year. The cost of the operation is estimated at 
23 lakhs per annum. It will be accompanied by a survey to ascertain the 
acreage of culturable fallow and waste land which is lying uncultivated, and 
action will be taken under the Bengal Food Production Control Order to 
bring the maximum possible area of such land under the plough. As a 
counter-check, the Indian Statistical Institute, under the guidance of the 
renowned statistician, Professor P. C. Mahalanobis, is to carry out a survey 
of jute, aus paddy and aman paddy by the method of random sampling at a 
cost of 7 lakhs per annum. 

The total provision under “Agriculture” and “Fisheries” amounts to 
2 crores 25 lakhs in 1944-45 and 2 crores 10 lakhs in 1945-40. These figures 
do not include the loans tor cattle purchase which are adjustable under the 
“Loans” Budget. 

The responsibility for the administration of the second branch of the 
famine-preventive programme, namely, procurement and distribution of 
foodgrains, rests with the Department of Civil Supplies. This Department 
lias been expanded and reorganised in the course of the year with a view to 
secure the maximum of administrative efficiency. Four separate Divisions 
have been created dealing respectively with “Food”, “Movement and 
Storage”, “Consumer's goods” and “Enforcement and Public Relations”. 
The first of these Divisions is concerned with problems of procurement and 
distribution of rice, wheat and other articles of food such as salt and sugar. 
It includes a special organisation for inspection and control which is 
entrusted with the duty of testing rice, wheat and other foodgrains purchased 
by the Department or stored in departmental go downs. This will enable the 
Department to obtain timely warning of the possibility of loss through 
deterioration of stocks and to safeguard the quality of purchases effected by 
or on behalf of Government. The Division of “Movement and Storage” is 
responsible for the transport of supplies and for proper storage of foodgrains. 
Construction and maintenance of storage godowns, provision of transport, 
like lorries and country boats, and the carrying out of the programme of 
boat construction, to which I shall refer more fully later on, come within 
the purview of this Division. The Division of “Consumer’s goods” is 
entrusted with the control and distribution of articles like shoes, textiles, 
coal, steel and cement. The “Enforcement” Division deals with cases of 
boarding, profiteering and corruption and maintains departmental contact 
with the press and the public. 

The cost of the Civil Supplies Department is estimated at 3 crores in 
1944-45 and 2 crores 75 lakhs in 1945-40. The larger expenditure in the 
current year is due to an extensive programme of construction of storage 
godown9 and the acquisition of transport for the movement, of foodgrains. 
The figure# I have mentioned do not of course include the loss on the 
Department’s trading operations. These losses are due, in the main, to sale 
of foodgrains to the public at prices below those at which they were purchased 
and to devaluation of Government’s stocks as a result of progressive statutory 
lowering of price levels. But there are other contributory factors, like 
damaged stocks and loss in transit. The original estimates provided for a 
loss of 3} crores in 1943-44 and 5 crores in 1944-45 — a total of 8£ crores in 
two years. The present estimates place the total at nearly 17 crores for the 
same period. The loss in the coming year is estimated at 5J cror«s, so that 
the total for the triennium stands at 22 J crores. 

I shall refer later on to the working of the Capital head “85-A” under 
which receipts and disbursement on account of procurement operations and 
other transactions of a capital nature are adjusted. 

Measures for the relief of destitute persons were readjusted during the 
year to suit the changing requirements of the situation. The need for test 
relief works having greatly abated, expenditure thereon was substantially 
reduced. Under the scheme for administration of gratuitous relief, free 
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kitchens which were functioning in considerable numbers in the earlier part 
of the year were gradually closed down and replaced by arrangements for 
the sale of foodgrains at reduced rates to the poorer section of the people. 
This scheme continued in operation till the end of December when the 
harvesting of winter paddy somewhat eased the situation. It is estimated 
that no less than 1£ lakhs of people have been benefited by this measure and 
the expenditure involved is of the order of 80 lakhs. A large number of 
centres were opened for the distribution of milk food to children and nursing 
mothers. The bulk of such milk food was obtained from abroad with the 
assistance of the Government of India and the distribution was effected 
through the agency of the Red Cross. Some 5,000 gallons of shark liver oil 
were emulsified and sent out for distribution to under-nourished children 
through the milk canteens established in various localities. Reports indicate 
that much benefit has been derived from the use of this tonic. Finally, free 
grants to the extent of 10 lakhs have been made to homeless destitutes to 
enable them to rebuild their huts, and free distribution of cloth and blankets 
to indigent people has been undertaken at a cost of close upon 15 lakhs. 

At the beginning of the current year 268 workhouses, 67 poor houses and 
88 temporary orphanages were functioning in the distressed areas of the 
Province. These had all been started on a purely emergency basis with a 
view to afford relief where relief was urgently needed, and were therefore 
not based on any very definitely constructive plan. It was decided to replace 
them by 60 centralised Destitutes’ Homes, each consisting of a workhouse, 
a home for destitutes and a home for orphans, deserted children and 
unattached destitute women. Up to date 40 such Homes have already been 
established, and more are nearly ready for opening. The workhouses 
attached to these Homes provide work for the able-bodied inmates and also 
for such of the residents of the locality as wish to work there for a living. 
The work consists of such items as paddy-husking, rope-making, mat- 
weaving, cane and bamboo work, spinning and net-making. A sum of two 
annas is credited to the account of an inmate for each day’s work and non- 
resident workers are paid at rates varying from six to twelve annas per day 
according to output. 

Destitutes are being repatriated to their home areas as soon as they 
become fit to earn their own living, but before repatriation, the local Union 
Board is consulted to make -sure that it would undertake to look after them 
till they started maintaining themselves in the ordinary way. In order that 
they may he able to discharge this responsibility the Union Boards have been 
authorised to open poor funds with contributions from Government supple- 
mented by subscriptions locally raised. 

Government have accepted responsibility for all famine orphans, and, a 9 
1 have already stated, there are at present some 88 State-managed orphanages 
in various parts of the Province. The temporary orphanages are now being 
looked after by the Revenue Department and the inmates will, in due course, 
be transferred to the permanent orphanages set up by the Education Depart- 
ment where they will be given proper education and vocational training so 
that they may grow up to be useful members of the community. 

The opening of centralised homes for destitutes is a part of our scheme of 
Rehabilitation. Other items of the programme of rehabilitation are the 
setting up of properly staffed permanent orphanages, re-excavation of 
derelict irrigation tanks, execution of useful irrigation and drainage projects, 
aud rehabilitation of artisans. For the last named purpose raw materials, 
tools and implements of various kinds are being distributed among artisans 
and craftsmen either free or on easy terms so as to enable them to resume 
their normal occupations which were suspended as a result of the famine. 
Typical items included in the scheme of distribution are yarn for weavers, 
nets for fishermen, iron and steel for agricultural implements, etc. The 
outlay involved in this scheme is of the order of 50 lakhs. 
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There has been considerable expansion during the current year of medical 
facilities for sufferers from the after-effects of famine. The number of 
emergency hospitals has been greatly increased. Sixty-two hospitals with 
a hundred beds in each, 92 with 50 Tbeds in each, and 441 with 20 beds in 
each are now open in different parts of the Province for the treatment of sick 
destitutes. In addition some 200 mobile units have been established for the 
purpose of carrying medical relief to remote and inaccessible areas. The 
number of such units could have been substantially increased but for the 
shortage of trained medical personnel. In our quest for doctors we explored 
everv source. Seven I.M.S. Officers have been borrowed from the Army and 
29 Surma Medical Officers have been pressed into service. Other Provinces 
were approached for the loan of doctors but few had any to spare. Even with 
this* disability the results achieved have been worth while. 

The provision for famine relief operations included in the estimates 
amounts to 8 crores 85 lakhs in 1944-45 and H crores in 1945-46. The 
decrease is due to further improvement in the economic situation which is 
anticipated in the coining year. The provision for the Rehabilitation 
Programme is a crore and 80 lakhs in the current year und a crore and 70 
lakhs in 1945-46. 

Owing to the persistence of the epidemics of cholera and smallpox and 
the outbreak of a virulent form of malaria on a province-wide scale, anti- 
epidemic measures had to he maintained at an unprecedented level through- 
out the year. The number of satellite treatment centres for attending to 
outdoor cases, principally cases of malaria, went up from 42 at the end of 
1942-18 to close upon 1,400 in the current year. The machinery for the 
distribution of anti-malarial drugs was progressively expanded and these 
drugs were made readily available to the people in all parts of the Province. 
Two hundred and eighty-two million tablets of mepacrine were obtained at 
a cost of 78 lakhs for sale to the public and for free distribution to indigent 
patients. 

The total provision tor the free distribution of quinine and mepacrine 
amounts to 20 lakhs in the current year and 20 lakhs in 1945-46. 

For the control of smallpox and cholera a very large staff of medical 
licentiates, health assistants and vaccinators was entertained for carrying 
out vaccinations and inoculations on an extensive scale. Special measures 
were taken in the city of Calcutta for checking the spread of smallpox. The 
cost of these anti-epidemic measures is close upon 20 lakhs. The estimates 
also include 17 lakhs for the repair and resin king of tube-wells which had 
gone out of order in areas worst affected by the epidemics. 

The total provision in the Public Health Budget is a crore and 77 lakhs 
in the current year and 95 lakhs in 1945-46. The increase in these two years 
over the pre-1948-44 average of 86 lakhs thus amounts to 2 crores. The 
reduced provision in the coming year is based on the assumption that there 
will be an early subsidence of epidemics and that further purchase of 
mepacrine tablets will not amount to more than 80 lakhs. 

The need for organising medical relief on an elaborate scale throughout 
the Province brought into prominence the inadequacy of medical facilities 
provided bv the great majority of local fund hospitals at Sadar and Sub- 
divisional headquarters. The difficulty experienced by these institutions in 
meeting the higher cost of medicine and diet has been greatly aggravated 
by the larger demand for admission as a result of the famine. In order to 
enable them to function properly it was necessary, as a temporary emergency 
measure, to assume direct responsibility for their management and to provide 
the additional funds necessary for the purpose. The charges on this account 
amount to 18 lakhs in the current year and 28 lakhs in 1945-46. 

The activities of the Irrigation Department have been greatly intensified 
a-s a result of the need for speedy execution of a large number of new projects 
both under the Grow More^ood Scheme and under the programme of 
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Rehabilitation. The total value of schemes under these two categories for 
which provision has been included in these estimates is a crore and 46 lakhs 
spread over the two years 1944-45 and 1945-46. Two new circles with 
appropriate staff and equipment have been set up during the year to enable 
the Department to cope with the increase in work. A third circle has been 
created for working out the details of the Damodar Flood Control projects. 
A contour survey* of rivers in North Bengal has been undertaken at an 
estimated cost of 1H lakhs of rupees. Among other important works which 
are being carried out by the Irrigation Department mention may be made 
of the remodelling of the Damodar Lett Embankment which is expected to 
protect an area of 1,000 square miles from flood. The estimated cost of this 
project is close upon 3 crores and the Government of India have agreed to 
hear a 75 per cent, share. The remodelling of other important embankments 
in the districts of Midnapore and Tippera is also being carried out under 
a similar agreement with the Government of India. 

The question of liberalisation of the rates of dearness allowance had been 
engaging the attention of Government for some time past. Orders were 
issued in October laet, after consultation with the Government of India, 
giving effect to enhanced rates from the 1st of July, 1944. This involved 
an extra liability of about 9 lakhs per month. Earlier in the year, it had 
been decided to make special grants to primary and secondary non-Govern- 
ment schools to enable them to pay dearness allowance to their teachers and 
menial staff. The provision for this purpose amounts to 57 lakhs per annum. 
The Budget for the coming year includes a provision of 25 lakhs for grants 
to local bodies for dearness allowance to their low-paid employees. The 
total provision on account of dearness allowance to Government employees 
afid others is 2 crore-s 17 lakhs in the current year and 2 crores 81 lakhs in 
1945-46. 

While immediate objectives have naturally claimed the largest share of 
Government’s energies and resources, planning for the future has not been 
neglected. A Post-war Reconstruction Committee assisted by a large number 
of sub-committees— each dealing with a special field of administration — is 
hard at work, drawing up plans for utilising to the best possible advantage 
the opportunities for development which are sure to arise in the post-war 
period. The Department of Communications and Works has been provided 
with a special staff for post-war road planning in close collaboration with 
the Government of India. 

It had become apparent to us that the old machinery of administration in 
Bengal, which had with occasional adjustments been made to serve changing 
needs and to perform altering and more diversified functions, should be 
subjected to a thorough examination. Accordingly Government appointed a 
Committee, known as the Bengal Administration Committee, under the 
chairmanship of Sir Archibald Rowlands, Finance Member-designate of the 
Governor-General's Council, to enquire into the system and method of work 
of the various departments of Government and to suggest the means whereby 
the administrative machinery can be improved and rendered adequate for the 
efficient discharge of its functions both now and in the foreseeable future. 
The Committee have already covered a good deal of ground and their report, 
which is expected to be a valuable document, is awaited with interest. 

A Provincial Statistical Bureau has been established with Professor 
P. C. Mahalanobis as its head. The task of this Bureau will be to effect the 
maximum possible improvement in the methods of collection, classification, 
tabulation and analysis of Statistical materials by imparting necessary 
technical advice and assistance to various departments of Government engaged 
in statistical work. 

It has also been decided to open an Organisation and Method Section, 
under the Finance Department, with the object of securing great efficiency 
in all offices and departments of Government and particularly in those in 
which defective methods of operation are likely to involve substantial losses 
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of public money. For this purpose we were fortunately able to persuade 
Mr. Arthur Ethel, Honorary Organisation and Methods Adviser to His 
Majesty’s Treasury and the Air Ministry in London, to fly to Calcutta and 
spend several weeks here, about the middle of 1944, and to prepare a detailed 
scheme for us. Mr. Ethel has agreed to be our Honorary Adviser and to 
assist us with his advice from London. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On what honorarium ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: None whatsoever. 

Among other items of additional expenditure included in these estimates, 
there are three which call for individual mention. The first of these is the 
expansion and reorganisation of the Publicity Department on modern lines 
at a cost of 6 lakhs per annum. This has been already carried out. The 
other two items, both falling on next year's budget are an extra 8 lakhs for 
the spread of primary education and an extra 5 lakhs for the development of 
secondary education. 

Let me now review the working of the Capital head “85-A” under which 
are exhibited the receipts and disbursements in respect of the following 
transactions : — 

(1) Purchase of foodgrains other than wheat. 

(2) Purchase of wheat and wheat products, 

(3) Purchase of standard cloth. 

(4) Purchase of salt and sugar. 

(5) Construction of boats. 

The total capital outlay involved in the first 'four of these schemes is of the 
order of 90 crores out of which a sum of 47 crores i* derived from sale- 
proceeds and represents the turnover of stocks. The figure for loss adjustable 
in the current year is KU crores and the book-value of stock likely to remain 
in hand at the close of the year is estimated at 60 crores. 

The comparable figures for the coming year are — a total outlay of 70 
crores out of which 48 crores will be derived from sale-proceeds; a loss of 
5A crores; and a carry forward of stock to the value of 77 crores. 

The existence of such large stocks in the possession of Government must 
necessarily raise important problems of disposal and turning over of stock®. 
These were recently discussed at a conference with representatives of the 
Government of Inaia, and it was decided to accelerate offtake within the 
Province itself, by suitable reductions of prices, with a view to prevent 
deterioration through long storage and to release sufficient storage space for 
the new aman crop. The Government of India have offered, “as, so to 
speak, partners in the business’', to share all losses arising out of sales 
at reduced prices in order to secure the necessary turnover. The detail® of 
this arrangement and its financial implications are being worked out, and 
it is hoped that as the result of our final arrangement with the Government 
of India, considerable relief will have been secured to our overburdened 
finances. 

Under the fifth item, “Construction of boats”, has been included the 
Scheme for building a fleet of some 10,000 boats of 100 maunds and upward® 
by new construction or purchase from outside the Province. This is urgently 
necessary for replacing the country boats lost in previous years and for 
supplementing the existing means of transport for the movement of supplies 
of all kinds. A number of these new boats will be operated directly by 
Government and the remainder will be either hired out to contractors for 
carrying supplies or sold outright or on the hire-purchase system. The 
provision on account of the boat construction programme is 2 crores 38 lakh® 
in 1944-45 and 5J crores in 1945-40. 
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Finance for transactions relating to foodgrains and standard clotli has 
been obtained from three sources in the current year, namely, loan from 
the Central Government, cash credit advance from the Imperial Bank and 
issue of treasury bills. The Government of India have recently agreed to 
advance the necessary finance in respect of procurement operations in the 
coming year. This has considerably simplified our problem of procurement 
finance. It is proposed to issue treasury bills for providing requisite finance 
for the construction of boats. 

I shall now pass on to a review of the revenue position as it stands 
according to the estimates in the hands of honourable members. 

The Budget for the current year provided for a revenue of 22 crores and 
an expenditure of 110 crores with a resultant revenue deficit of 8 crores. 
The Revised Estimates place our revenue receipts at 36 crores, that is to 
say 14 crore-s higher than the budget figure. In ordinary circumstances 
this should have enabled us to wipe out the estimated deficit and to close 
the year with a comfortable revenue surplus. But so seriously adverse 
to our fortunes has been the impact of conditions arising out of the War 
and the famine that our expenditure has been forced up to the formidable 
level of 47 crores or 17 crores in excess of our original estimate. In the 
result, the gap between revenue and expenditure stands further widened — 
from 8 crores in the Budget to 11 (Tores in the Revised, Let me summarise 
the factors responsible for these large variations in receipt as well as in 
expenditure. 

Out of the total improvement of 14 crores in revenue receipts, 7 crores 
is accounted for by the subvention granted to the Province by the Government 
of India. In the course of my last Budget statement before the House I 
mentioned that the Government of India had been approached for suitable 
financial assistance and that we were hopeful that such assistance would be 
forthcoming. Towards the end of February, 1944, the Central Government 
communicated their decision to make r.r fj ratio. grants equal to half the 
booked expenditure under “Famine Relief” in each of the years 1943-44 
and 1944-45 subject to a maximum of 3 crores in the first of these years 
and H crore in the second. A sum of 3 crores was, in terms of this decision, 
adjusted in the accounts for 1943-44 in reduction of expenditure under the 
head ”54 — Famine”' After considering a further representation from the 
Province, flic Government of India decided to raise the maximum limit of 
financial assistance to 10 crores in all and to include within its scope half 
the hooked expenditure on “Rehabilitation” and “Loss on sale of subsidised 
food” in addition to that in respect of “Famine Relief”. Three crores out 
of the ten having been already received in 1943-44, credit has been taken in 
the current year for the balance of 7 crores. 

As I have just explained, half the total improvement of 14 crores in our 
revenue receipts for the current year is attributable to the subvention from 
the Government of India. The other important heads which contribute to 
the increase are “Income-tax”, “Excise” and “Other Taxes and Duties”. 
“Income-tax” promises to yield a crore and a half more than was assumed 
at the budget stage. Under “Excise” we look for an increase of 2i crores 
as a result of steej) upgrading of the rates of duty. The policy of 
enhancement of excise duty with the twofold object of increasing revenue 
and reducing consumption which achieved such striking success in 1943 
has beer, pursued further in the current year with highly satisfactory results. 
A graphical chart, which has been prepared to indicate the relative position 
of consumption of excisable articles and revenue derived from it, shows that 
in the current year, under each head, the inflow of revenue has substantially 
increased while consumption has been consistently kept at the minimum 
level. Even the consumption of country spirit, from which the bulk of our 
excise revenue is derived, has been very definitely reduced in spite of a large 
addition to the liquor-consuming population which has drifted into the 
Province from outside. 
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Under “Other Taxes and Duties” the increase is 1$ erore out of which 
one erore is due to enhancement of rates of Sales Tax and the balance is 
distributed over a number of items like Entertainment Tax, Betting Tax, 
Electricity Duty and the Sales Tax on petrol. 

On the expenditure side as I have already stated the total increase is 
IT crores. Out of this 84 crores is due to larger provision for loss on the 
sale of subsidised food and the balance is accounted for principally by the 
following items of additional expenditure: — 

Rehabilitation Schemes ... ... ... 2 crores. 


Liberalization of rates of dearness allowance to Govern- 
ment employees and grant of dearness allowance 
to teachers in non-Governmont schools ... 14 erore. 

Expansion of the Department of Civil Supplies ... 14 erore. 

Medical Relief and control of epidemics ... ... 14 erore. 

Agricultural Schemes, e.g., crop statistics and larger 

outlay on Grow More Food Schemes ... ... 1 erore. 


Total ... 7£ crores. 


The revenue for the coming year is estimated at ‘29 crores, that is to say 

7 crores less than the Revised. The decrease is due to t lie omission of the 
subvention received from the Centre in the current year. For the rest, it 
has been assumed that revenue next year will How in practically at the same 
level as in *the current year. There are only two exceptions to this. One 
is an increase due to the expected yield from the Agricultural Income-tax. 
The Agricultural Income-tax Act came into operation too late to produce 
any appreciable revenue under this head in the current year; but it. is 
expected to bring in half a erore in 1945-4(>. The other is a reduction of half 
a erore in receipts from Income-tax in terms of the latest information 
furnished by the Government of India. 

The estimated revenue expenditure in 1 945-4(1 amounts to 87 crores or 
10 crores less than the expenditure in the current year. Out of this, some 

8 crores is accounted for by reduced losses on the sale of subsidised food 
and the balance is due to smaller provision for the treatment of sick destitutes 
and the control of epidemics. 

The estimated revenue deficit in t lie coming year thus stands at 8 crores. 

The actual revenue deficit in 1940-44 in spite of the three erore subvention 
from the Centre amounted to a little over 8 crores. This year the deficit, 
after taking into account the further subvention of 7 crores, is expected to 
come up to 11 crores. In 1945-40, as I have just explained, the deficit is 
estimated at 8 crores. In an Appendix to the printed copy of my statement, 
honourable members will find a list showing the amounts included in the 
estimates to meet expenditure necessitated by the abnormal conditions of 
War and Famine. These items add up (in round figures) to 14 crores in 
194-1-44, 29 crores in the current year and 18 crores in 1945-40 — amounting 
to a grand total of 01 crores. This grand procession of figures is u measure 
of the impact of the War on Bengal. 

I have already acknowledged the giant of 10 crores from the Government 
of India. I now desire to thank them publicly on the floor of this House. 
The Government of India have themselves labelled their gift as an e.r gratia 
grant, thereby, I take it, emphasising its compassionate character. But, 
while humility is a strong armour in adversity — and it is perhaps meet and 
proper that I should don the weeds of woe — it is my bare duty to plead that 
our claim to an adequate financial assistance from the Centre in the present 
circumstances is based on what I consider to he the irrefutable logic of facts. 
It is more akin to a claim far compensation in a court of law. We have not 
sought to avoid our responsibility; nor have we actually spared ourselves in 
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respect of exertion and self-help. The Legislature has recently sanctioned 
the imposition of a tax on agricultural income and has authorised the doubling 
of the rates of the Sales Tax. There has been a steep upgrading of excise 
duties. And, finally, registration fees and process fees have been 
substantially enhanced. In comparison with the figures for 1942-43, we 
are hoping to obtain in 1945-46 an additional 4 crores under Excise, half a 
crore under Agricultural Income-tax, 2\ crores under Other Taxes inclusive 
of the Sales Tax and a crore under Land Revenue, Stamps and Registration. 
It may not on the face of it appear to be a very impressive record; but it must 
be remembered that our power to raise additional revenue has been seriously 
restricted by the financial settlement which governs the allocation of revenue 
between the Centre and the Provinces. This is hardly an appropriate 
occasion for me to explain at length how and why, from the point of view 
of what should be a correct basis of federal finance, the Niemeyer Award has 
been unfair to Bengal. But I wish to assure the House that our complete 
“case” hm been presented to the Government of India by His Excellency 
the Governor and myself. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I presume 
that the Budget speech is a part of the presentation of the case of Govern- 
ment for acceptance of the Government proposal during the coming year in 
connection with the demand for grants and here is an attempt to invoke the 
name of the Governor of Bengal to direct or misdirect the judgment of this 
House. It has always been held that the name of His Excellency the 
Governor in such connections should never be invoked nor the name of His 
Miajesty the King in the Houses of Parliament. As a parliamentarian of 
some reputation, I would ask the Finance Minister of Bengal to delete the 
enconium or even any reference to His Excellency the Governor here in this 
House and in this manner. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is no point of order. You have asked the Finance 
Minister to delete a certain part. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The first part is for you, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I was closely following the whole speech. Speaking 
for mvself, I do not find anything in this speech invoking the name of His 
Excellency the Governor to get sanction from this House. This is a state- 
ment of fact made by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister and speaking for 
myself I do not find anything objectionable therein. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: It may, however, be 
a matter of some satisfaction to honourable members that our discussions 
have not yet reached a stage of finality and that it is reasonable to hope 
for a comprehensive settlement in the near future which will be free from 
any taint of injustice or niggardliness. I have already indicated that the 
Government of India’s recent offer to share our “trading losses”, under the 
Capital head “85-A”, marks a more realistic approach to the question. 

If I have not announced any new measure of taxation it is not because 
Government have not been considering further possibilities of augmenting 
our revenues. 

To complete the picture, I shall now proceed to give a short account of 
the debt position of the Province. All our borrowings up till now have been 
either for the purpose of covering the revenue deficit and providing the 
requisite working balance at the close of the year; or for financing the large 
scale trading operations undertaken by Government in the Department of 
Civil Supplies. Bengal has not been able so far to float any loans for 
productive purposes, that is to say, for the financing of schemes of develop- 
ment such as large scale Irrigation projects or Hydro-electric Schemes 
which create additional wealth for the State. In other words, our debts so 
far have been all unproductive debts, with the possible exception of 2 crores 
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or so spent on tlie furtherance of the ‘‘Grow More Food Campaign”. A part 
of the debt is covered by stocks held by the Department of Civil Supplies but 
the rest is not covered by any tangible assets. 

In an Appendix to the printed copy of my statement honourable members 
will find a summary of our indebtedness on the 31st March of each of the 
years from 1944 to 1946. In this summary, the figures for drawal of loans 
so far as the years 1944-45 and 1945-46 are concerned will, of course, depend 
on the progress of procurement operations. If progress is slow and the 
drawal of loans is smaller than estimated, there wUl be a corresponding 
reduction in the stock figures but there will be no change in the net 
indebtedness. It will be observed that in spite of our utmost efforts to help 
ourselves and in spite of the financial assistance hitherto granted by the 
Government of India, we shall have more uncovered unproductive debt at the 
end of 1945-46 than at the end of 1944-45. This debt which stands at 11 
crores on the 31st March, 1945, will reach 19 crores on the 31st March, 1946. 
The dead weight of this heavy burden has no counterpart, either in causation 
or in magnitude, in any of the other Provinces, large or small. 

Events outside India are, at least in the European theatre of war, swiftly 
moving to a climax. How soon the war will end none of us would dare 
predict : nor how soon we may be able to set our hands, untrammelled by a 
sense of peril, to the arduous but fruitful tasks of reconstruction. Of 
physical destruction there has fortunately been little in our country; and 
to that extent our problems of post-war reconstruction may appear somewhat 
simpler. But the essential problem of reconstruction is the same everywhere, 
created by the same urge towards new degrees of achievement and 
organisation, towards a greater fulfilment of life by the assurance of a decent 
standard of living for each and all. That is the professed aim of all the 
post-war reconstruction “Plans” that 1 have seen or heard of. 

We have already several mm-oHicial “Plans” in India. I do not propose 
to discuss any of them or attempt to assess their relative merits and their 
competitive claims to our acceptance. The distressing thought which is 
uppermost in my mind this afternoon is that Bengal will face tire problem 
of reconstruction without that self-assurance which the other Major Provinces 
and States of India have been able to acquire. Of these not all have the 
right to say. as M ysore, moulded by the genius of Sir M. Visa eswarayya, 
undoubtedly lias, that their “reconstruction planning is in many directions 
a continuation or reorientation of past effort”. I harbour no feeling of 
envious resentment against these sister Provinces and States, and, if I am 
debarred from sharing in their pride and advantage, I sincerely congratulate 
them on their prosperity and wish them godspeed. Nor would I wrong any 
of them by a petulant suggestion that hers is not the reward of prudent 
husbandry. 

A number of Sub-Committees of the Government of Bengal’s Post-War 
Reconstruction Committee, composed mainly of non-officials and experts, 
have been, to use expressions which have recently acquired particular 
connotation, “fixing targets” for the development of agriculture, education, 
industry, communications, health and housing, and their “blue-prints” will 
in due course be ready. According to the decision of the Government of 
India, Bengal, along with the other Provinces, will receive during the first 
five years after the war considerable financial assistance from the Centre for 
implementing our schemes. But unless we can add our share, out of our 
own resources, to these contributions, our efforts will have to be considerably 
more pedestrian. Our most urgent task nevertheless has been, and will for 
some time continue to be, the rehabilitation of our people. If we attain 
even a tolerable measure of success in rehabilitating our people, we will 
perhaps have laid a better and surer foundation for those achievements of 
security and well-being to which we and others aspire: We will have 
provided fairer prospects for the latent talent of our people and ensured an 
ampler scope to emergent Life. 
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STATEMENT I. 


Bengal Badget, 1S4S-4S. 


[The figures are in thousands of rupees.] 


Actuals, 
* 1943-44. 


1944*45. 


Budget, 

1945*46. 




Budget. 

Revised. 


Receipts. 

Opening Balance 

2,60,46 

2,47,87 

3,06,61 

2,31,55 

Revenue Reoeipts 

23,71,72 

21,97,44 

35,65,85 

28,78,75 

Receipts from Debt Heads . . 

1,06,04,89 

85,35,17 

1,71,90,87 

1,70,06,24 

Total 

1,32,37,07 

1,09,80,48 

2,10,69,33 

2,01,70,54 

Expenditure. 

Revenue Expenditure 

20,75,18 

30,43,78 

47,00,67 

37,38,47 

Capital Expenditure . . . . 

30,20,07 

-17,20,34 

31,49,99 

22,71,83 

Expenditure on Debt Heads 

72,34,01 

1,07,21,72 

1,29,87,12 

1,38,85,52 

Closing Balance 

3,06,01 

-10,64,08 

2,31,55 

2,80,72 

Total 

1,32,37,07 

1,09,80,48 

2,10,69,33 

2,01,70,54 

Net Result. 





Surplus + 

Deficit— 

(a) On Revenue Account 

-3,03,40 

-8,40,34 

-11,34,82 

-8,59,72 

(6) Outside Revenue Account 

+ 3,49,61 

-4,00,21 

+ 10,59,76 

+ 9,08,89 

(c) Not, excluding Opening Balance 

+ 40,15 

-13,12,55 

-75,06 

+49,17 


STATEMENT II. 

Statement of expenditure necessitated by war conditions and the famine and its aftermath. 

[In thousands of rupees.] 


l.— War. 

1943-44. 

(Actuals.) 

1944-45. 

(Revised.) 

1945-46. 

(Budget.) 

Civil Defence 

1,06,00 

1,23,00 

1,22,00 

Homo Quords 

7,00 

10,00 

13,00 

Extra Pofioo 

20,00 

20,00 

23,00 

Increase in cost of Jail Administration (over 1942-43) 

09,00 

57,00 

58,00 

Dearness Concessions — 

(i) Cash dearness allowance 

83,00 

2,17,00 

2,81,00 

(«) Cost of food concessions 

34,00 

40,00 

41,00 

Subsidy to Calcutta Corporation 

15,50 



Civil Supplies Department 

78,00 

3,02,00 

2,74,00 

Loss on purchase of foodgrains 

3,50,00 

13,40,00 

5.54,00 

11. — Famine. 

Test Works 

1,17,00 

15,00 

10,00 

Gratuitous Relief 

2,90,00 

1,35,00 

30,00 

Blankets and clothings 

40,00 

15,00 

20,00 

Special medical relief 

53,00 

1,70,00 

71,00 

Special public health measures 

32,00 

1,30,00 

52,00 

Poor houses and orphanages * 

28,00 

35,00 

15,00 

Rehabilitation 


1,81,00 

1,09,00 

III. — Grow More Food Campaign. 

Gross outlay 

1,00,00 

1,12,00 

77,00 

Total 

14,22,50 

29,08,00 

18,10,00 
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Prcvisdal IrMMimm •« Slit March, 1M4, 31st March, IMS art Slit March, IMS. 

[The figures are in. thousands of rupees.] 
31st March, 31st Maroh, 31st March, 



1944. (a) 

1945.(6) 

1946.(0) 

Indebtedness- 

Public — 

Treasury Bills 

. 12,50,00 

33,00,00 

41,00,00 

Imperial Bank Cash Credit Account 

11,24,90 

29,40,90 

29,40,90 

Government of India — 

Ways and Means, 1942 

2,50,00 

•• 


Ways and Means, 1943 • • • 

3,00,00 

•• 


W T ays and Means, 1944 

.. 

10,00,00 

10,00,00 

Ways and Means, 1945 

.. 


22,00,00 

Rice Loans — 

Out of 1 $ crores 

37,50 



Out of 4 crores 

1,00,00 



Wheat Loons 

87,50 



Civil Defence Loan 

1,79,95 

2,47,53 

2,95,40 

Loan for closing Damodar Bund Breach 

20,00 

•• 


Grow More Food Loans • • 

82,15 

47,92 

28,17 

Total 

34,12,00 

75,36,35 

1,05,64,47 

. Assets — 

Stocks — 

Stocks of foodgrains — 

Other than wheat 

15.71,10 

46,99,11 

64,21,74 

Wheat 

11,76,68 

7,32,27 

6,39,73 

Salt 

21,43 

83,61 

1,00,29 

Sugar 

37,41 

83,88 

1,02,08 

Standard Cloth • • 

2,36,62 

3,68,32 

3,68,32 

Boats 


2,04,10 

6,68,15 

Total Stocks 

30,43,24 

61,71,29 

83,61,21 

Closing Balance 

3,06,61 

2,31,55 

2,80,72 

Total Assets 

33,49,85 

64,02,84 

86,41,93 

Net uncovered indebtedness (Le., I minus II) 

82,15 

11,33,51 

19,22,54 


(а) According to the Actuals for 1943*44. 

(б) According to the Revised Estimates for 1944*45. 
(c) According to the Budget Estimates for 1945*46. 
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f)ati for Discussion of Adjournment Motions, 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I suggest that without 
breaking the convention of not taking up any other matter on the day when 
the budget is presented, the adjournment motions may be taken up in order 
next Monday. As no sitting is provided, we may do so without disturbing 
other programmes of the House. So, I suggest instead of adjourning the 
House to Tuesday next, we may adjourn it to Monday next. Otherwise we 
may proceed with the adjournment motions today here and now. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Six Nazimuddin, have you anything to say to that? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not heard Dr. Sanyal. 

Mr. 8PEAKER* Dr. Sanyal, will you please repeat what you said? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I submitted through the Speaker that 
the discussions of adjournment motions which could not be taken up because 
of the intervention of the budget speech of the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
could either be proceeded with today or if the convention of not taking up 
any other business on the budget presentation day is to be maintained, we 
may adjourn till Monday next instead of Tuesday. There is no business 
given on Monday. We can take up then the adjournment motions, parti- 
cularly those which the Speaker might think wise to give his consent to on 
that day because that would not disturb the other programme of Govern- 
ment so far, for 1 am afraid any other date or dates for the adjournment 
motions would either encroach upon Government business or upon the 
privileges of this House for discussing the general budget or for examining 
the Rules of Procedure, I submit that the matters are so very urgent that 
we should take the earliest opportunity to discuss the same, particularly the 
cloth famine and the question of accidents in the streets of Calcutta. In 
this view, I submit that cither you allow discussions today if the Ilon’ble 
Chief Minister and the Leader of the House agrees or you may adjourn the 
House till Monday next instead of Tuesday. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: First of all, it is the practice 
that has been followed by you and by your predecessors that there will be 
only one adjournment motion that could Ik* discussed. It will be either 
the cloth lamine or the accidents in the streets of Calcutta. Therefore on 
any one day ihe question mav be discussed if you agree to waive the question 
of urgency. 1 think that, it will be possible next week to find a day when 
we can discuss the question. 

As far as the street accidents are concerned, I am ready to sit with the 
leaders of parties or any other members and discuss the matter. I propose 
holding a press conference in which the representatives of the Allied Annies 
would be present to explain the position and the steps that we have taken 
and what, we propose to do in the future. That question can be dealt with 
if the members of the Opposition agree without any debate or if they prefer 
to have a debate, I shall be glad to place all the facts before the House. 
But our difficulty is that it is not possible to have it on Monday because in 
view of the programme some of us have made arrangements to go out of 
Calcutta. The Civil Supplies Minister has got e definite engagement outside 
Calcutta on that day and if the adjournment motion on cloth famine comes 
up, his presence is essential. That is our difficulty. We would be very 

f lad to give any date if we meet amongst ourselves and agree to have a 
iscussion on one adjournment motion only according to the rules, which 
the Opposition may select, any day during the next eight or ten days. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, in view of the readiness of the 
Leader of the House to discuss the question of street accidents with party 
leaders and other relevant authorities in camera to devise better and more 
effective measures of control — and that is what I have been really aiming 
at — I do not like to press the motion in the House. But I hope that that 
matter would be taken up more seriously. 



1945.] DISCUSSION OF ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS. 39 

With regard to the question of cloth famine, I submit that from Tuesday 
onwards for four days we have the general discussion of the Budget allotted 
and either of the days will have to be sacrificed if the question of cloth 
famine is to be taken up. In that event even if we agree to take it up on 
any of these days, may we submit that we may have a longer sitting, 
particularly on a day when there will be no sitting of the Council and after 
disposing of the adjournment motion we can take up the general discussion 
of the Budget so that the privilege of the members at least once in a year 
to discuss the Budget might not be encroached upon by an adjournment 
motion of that character. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the honourable member 
has taken for granted that the adjournment motion on cloth famine is 
admissible during this session. I submit that it would not be admissible. 
But I agree to the proposal subject to the admissibility of the motion. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as far as the suggestion 
for extending the hours of sitting is concerned, it may be possible to meet 
the wishes of the members of the Opposition on that point. But if the 
Council is not meeting any day we may have a discussion of the adjourn- 
ment motion on that day without curtailing the time for general discussion 
of the Budget. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-30 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Tuesday, the 
20th February, 1945. at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


4 
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[20th Feb., 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 

the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
20th February, 1945, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Mr. Syed Naukhkb Alt) in the Chair, ]2 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 185 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Increment of family allowance of 8j. Jadunath Bhattadiarya, a security 

prisoner. 

•13. Rai Bahadur J0CE8H CHANDRA 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(a) that Sj. Jadunath Bhattacharya was made a security prisoner on the 

16th September, 1940, and is at present lodged in the Dacca 
Central .Tail; 

(b) that he was the headmaster of a free primary school and was a 

homeopathic doctor as well; 

(c) that his income ranged between Its. 50 and Its. 60 per mensem; 

( d ) that he has to support his wife, a newly-born daughter and a 

relative — three in all ; 

(e) that at present his family is receiving only Its. 25 as allowance; 

(/) that he petitioned for increment of allowance; 

(g) that his wife had to sell two thatched houses and ornaments to meet 

the expenses; and 

(h) what aetiou Government have taken upon the petition referred to in 

(/)? 

khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwa|a 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes, hut he was arrested on the 16th September, 1940. 

[h) Before arrest he was practising as a homeopathic doctor and was 
serving irregularly as a teacher in a primary school. 

(c) No. The Horae Minister’s information is that he could hardly earn 
Rs.10 per month. 

(d) The wife and a baby are his only dependants. 

(e) and (/) Yes. 

(g) I have no information. 

(h) Prayer for enhancement has been rejected after due consideration. 

Granting of allowance to oertain detenus, 

M4, Mr# DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: {a) Mill the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether any allow- 
ance has been granted to the following detenus, vis. : — 

(0 Aniulva Mukherji detained in Midnapore Jail; 

(it) Birenura Chandra Saha, Dum Dura Central Jail; 
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(iii) Lalitbandhu Chakravaxty, Dum Dum Central Jail; 

(iv) Prafulla Chnu.dra Nandi. Dum Dum Central Jail ; 

(v) Rebati Mohan De, Dum Dum Central Jail; 

(vt) Khagendra Chandra Dhar Chowdliury, Dum Dum Central Jail; 

(vti) Anantalal Banikyn, Dum Dum Central Jail; 

(rnV) Anil Rai Choudhurv, b.l., detained in Midnnpore Jail; 

(ix) Kamal Rai Chowdhury, it. a., detained in. Rajshahi Jail; 

(x) Radharaman Mitra; 

(.ri) Birendra Kumar Bhattacharjee, detained in the Midnaporc Central 
Jail; 

(.rii) Haralal Rai ; 

(xin) Ramesh Ghosh, Central Jail, Dacca; and 
(xir) Probod h Chandra Das Gupta. Dum Dum Jail? 

(b If so, wliat is the amount granted to each of them? 

(c) If no allowance has been granted to any one of them, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if any application has been received from them or 
their relatives for t lie grant of such allowance? 

(d) If so, "ill the Rou ble Minister be pleased to stute the reason why 
no allowance has been granted? 

(r) Do the Government consider the desirability of granting an adequate 
allowance to all the detenus who have got families? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 

8ir Nazimuddin): (a) and (b) There are no security prisoners named Babus 
Haralal Rai and Probodh Chandra Das Gupta. As regards others a state- 
ment is placed on the Library Table. 

(c) Ves. 

(d) The honourable member is referred to my reply to (a) and (b). 

(r) Does not arise. 

Amenities for detenus in oertain matters and periodical review of cases of 

political prisoners. 

M5. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANCULI : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(/) what steps, if any, have been taken for regular and periodical reviews 
of the cases of political prisoners with a view to securing their 
release ; 

iii) what steps, if any, have been taken to increase diet allowance of the 
security prisoners which was fixed a year ago, in view of the 
abnormal rise in prices; and whethei the increment, if an.?, is 
in proportion to the rise in prices of foodstuff; 

(/it) what steps, it any, have l>een taken to provide amenities to detenus 
regarding clothing, medical attendance, interviews, study, letters 
and miscellaneous supplies, item by item; and 
(ir) how many security prisoners have l**eii granted family allowance and 
the amount granted in each case, since April 24, 1948? 

(b) Do the Government contemplate to take immediate steps in the matter? 
Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (i) The Restriction and Detention Ordinance (Ordinance 
III of 1944) promulgated on the 15th of January, 1944, enacts in a self-con- 
tained instrument the provisions relating to restriction, detention, etc. 
hitherto embodied in rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules but introduces 
the following new features: — 

(!) Provision is made for communication to the security prisoner of the 
grounds on which he i« detained so far as this can lie done without 
disclosing facts which it would be against the public interest to 
disclose. Persons detained also now have right to make, if they 
so wish, a representation against the order and they are to be 
informed of this right and given the earliest practical opportunity 
of making such a representation. 
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(2) The duration of an order of detention is now restricted to 6 months 

unless within that period a further order of Government is made 
after a review of all available materials (including- the prisoner's 
representation, if any) for its extension. 

(3) Provision has been macje for submission to Government for confir- 

mation or cancellation of all orders of detention passed by subordi- 
nate authorities in the exercise of delegated powers. 

These provisions apply to all orders previously made under rule 26 of the 
Defence of India Buies. These are validated by the Ordinance and are given 
effect to as if they had been made under the Ordinance and necessary 
measures have been taken to give effect to these provisions. 

In addition to detailed review of individual cases referred to above, a 
general review of all cases is constantly being made in consultation with 
Government’s Security Advisers and persons whose continued detention is 
no longer considered necessary are being released. 

(■ li ) Immediately on the assumption of offices by the present Ministry 
orders were issued to raise the diet allowance from 12 annas to Rs.1-8 per day. 
Foodgrains and other dietary articles are supplied from jail stock at cost 
price and in respect of controlled articles at the controlled prices: where the 
original cost price at which jail supplies were obtained was higher than the 
controlled price, the difference is borue by Government. The question of 
increasing the diet allowance still furt hei is under consideration of Govern- 
ment. 

(Hi) The honourable member's attention is invited to the Bengal Security 
Prisoneis Rules, 1940, as from time to time amended, copies of which are 
in the Library. All articles of clothing and personal effects supplied to the 
prisoners me treated as their property and replaced periodically according to 
the normal period of serviceability of each article. The used articles 
surrendered by the prisoners at the time of replacement are allowed to be 
sent to their friends, relatives and charitable organisations and to be taken 
away on release. 

Steps have been taken to depute specialists from the Medical College, 
Calcutta, to attend to the prisoners in complicated cases of illness and to 
remove sick prisoners to outside hospitals in cases where proper treatment 
cannot he given inside the jail. 

All reasonable facilities for interviews with the prisoners are allowed. 
The restrictions imjmsed on the interviews and communications of the 
Midnupore security prisoneis detained in tpoimection with the “Congress 
movement” have been withdrawn. 

The staff engaged in the censorship of the security prisoners’ communi- 
cations has been strengthened with a view to minimise the delay in censor- 
ship. The communications which conform to the Bengal Security Prisoners 
Buies are now censored with the least possible delay. 

Stejis have been taken for the supply of dentures at Government cost in 
suitable cases. Subject to the overriding consideration of security, steps 
have been taken for the prisoners to visit near relatives who are very seriously 
ill, where they can return to jail within a reasonable time. 

The desirability of supplying audi-phones at Government cost is under 
consideration. 

(tv) The information is not readily available and its collection will involve 
an expenditure of time and labour w hich would not be justified in the present 
emergency. 

(b) The honourable member is referred to my reply to (a). 
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Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state if his personal attention has ever been drawn to the delay or unwilling- 
ness on the part of the jail authorities to comply with the general instruc- 
tions issued by Government under the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules as 
contained in (a) (in)? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. Sir. and they were enquired into. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state wiiat machinery Government have devised to ensure that letters and 
correspondence written by or to the prisoners do get to the destination within 
a reasonable time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED Ali: Yes. Sir. I refer the honourable 
member to the reply given just now that censorship staff has been 
strengthened. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state what is “reasonable time’’ in his estimate for a letter from the 
Presidency Jail in Calcutta to reach a person residing in Calcutta through 
the machinery of the strengthened staff? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state if he is aw’are that the questioner himself received a letter addressed 
to him by his nephew in the Presidency Jail which took 10 days to come? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state if he is aware that this member had to invite the attention of the 
Deputy Secretary, Home (Jails) Department, to the case of his widowed 
sister’s interview with her son in the Presidency Jail which was not granted 
to her, although she was the mother of the security prisoner, for nearly three 
weeks after her application? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that oven though the attention of the Deputy Secretary, 
Home (Jails) Department waR invited to the matter and he expressed 
surprise at this delay, the interview did not take place for nearly 10 days 
thereafter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have already said that I ask for 
notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state if he is aware that when a due date of interview has thus expired, 
no facility is given to the security prisoner or the relations to repeat the 
interview when particularly they have to come from a distance outside 
Calcutta v 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Unless a good case is made out, that 
may be the usual procedure, but sometimes facility is again granted. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state what compensation or what compassion is shown, lo a person who 
comes from outside in expectation of a due date of interview' but is refused 
or not granted the interview and whether Government is considering the 
desirability of permitting such persons to have interviews within a short 
period, not waiting till the next time after a fortnight arrives? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know if the honourable 
member is referring to any specific instance; if so and if he writes to the 
Government, the matter will be looked into. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to the answer that the 
ataff engaged in the censorship of the security prisoners’ communications has 
been strengthened, will the Hon’ble Minister tell the House whether short- 
notice questions or adjournment motions sent by the M.L.A. prisoners in 
jail are detained for a long time and they do not reach the Hon’ble Speaker 
in due time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : As has been replied to on several 
occasions, previously there used to be some delay no doubt because of the 
inadequacy of the staff, but the staff has been strengthened and now there 
is not much delay in communications — either in transmission or receipt. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to the answer, viz., 
“Steps have been taken for the supply of dentures at Government cost in 
suitable cases, subject to the overriding consideration of security, steps have 
been taken for the prisoners to visit near relatives who are very seriously ill, 
where they can return to jail within a reasonable time”, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what does he mean by “a reasonable time”? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: “Reasonable time’’ means reasonable time. You can- 
not ask a question like that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a reasonable time if it takes three days to come and 
three days to go? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN; Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state wlict her he is aware that even now letters written by security prisoners 
take more than a month to reach the destination? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government's information is other- 
wise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon'hle Minister consider the 
desirability of revising his answer, if I show to him a letter written bv one 
Mriganka Kumar Ghose, a security prisoner in the Rajshahi Central .Tail, 
dated the lltli December, 1044, reaching this morning, that is, the 20th 
February, 1945 ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tf the honourable member will give 
me a copy and writes to me officially, the matter will be looked into. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaded 
to state if this question refers to all political prisoners detained under the 
Security Prisoners Rules — security prisoners under the Defence of India 
Rules and under Regulation III of 1818? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It relates to political tecurity 
prisoners. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is there any difference in the amenities 
granted to Regulation III prisoners from those granted to security prisoners 
under the Defence of India Rules? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state if he is aware that elsewhere in the Bengal Legislative Council the 
names of Mr. Pratul Chandra Ganguly and Mr. Sib Nath Banerji were left 
out from the list of detained M.L.As. and M.L.Cs. referred to by the 
Hon’ble Minister-in -charge in answer to a question put by a member there? 
Is there any chance of their early release? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware what happened in 
the other House. 

Regarding security prisoner Ram Sevak Sarma. 

•16. Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY : (a) h the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware of the fact — 

(?) that Mr. Ram Sevak Sarimi was made a security prisoner in October, 
1942, while working in the Birla Jute Mills, Budge Budge, on a 
salary of Rs.72 per month; 

(u) that his salary was the mainstay of his family consisting of his old 
father, mother, widowed aunt, wife and five children; 

(hi) that his family since his arrest is in hardship; and 

(iv) that Mr. Ram Sevak Sarnia sent a petition in the month of Decem- 
ber, 1942, from Alipore Central Jail, to the Additional Deputy 
Secretary, Government of Bengal (Home Department), for family 
allowance to which up till now he has got no answer? 

(M If the answer to (a) ( /> ) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of granting a. suit able family allowance to 
Mr. Ram Sevak Surma at an early date? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI f(on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwija 

Sir Nazimuddin): on He was arrested in November, 1942, but as he was 
released on 19th April, 1949, it was not considered necessary to obtain 
further information 

(ft) Does not arise. 

Shortage of nurses for civil hospitals in Bengal. 

*17. Mr, M, A. F, HIRTZEL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department aware that 
there is a serious shortage of nurses for civil hospitals in Bengal? 

(ft) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Government have 
completed their examination of the proposals submitted to Government in 
July, 1941, by the committee appointed by Government to examine the 
training conditions of nurses, etc., and formulate proposals for the improve- 
ment of their training? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action 
Government propose to take on the proposals of the committee? 

(d) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state when Govern- 
ment expect to complete their examination of the proposals? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalatudtfin Ahmad): (a) Yes. 

(6) No. 

( c ) Does not arise at present. 

( d ) As soon as return of more normal conditions makes it possible to give 
sufficient time to study the proposals with proper care and consideration. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to explain why 
Government is taking over three years to examine the recommendations of 
the Committee? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: While the scheme was under 
consideration, the war came in and Government could not finish their 
examination of the scheme. 
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Mr. A. F.8TARK: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state if he 
regards the shortage of nurses as a post-war problem ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No, Sir. It is not only a post- 
war problem, but even now Government feel the necessity of more nurses, 
and accordingly they are training nurses in the Campbell Hospital from the 
last year and have also made proyision for 10 scholarships in the Dufferin 
Hospital. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider the 
desirability of taking up the examination of the recommendations of the 
Committee immediately? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes. It is a scheme which is 
being considered along with other suggestions of post-war schemes, but. in 
the meantime, as I have said, Government have ta£eu steps to increase the 
trained nurses. 

Contract for the construction of the Rajbari Camp Hospital. 

*18. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state if it is a fact — 

(а) that one Fazlu Mia, uncle of Maulvi Abdul Salam Khan. Secretary 

of the Faridpur District Muslim League, has been given the 
contract for the construction of the Rajbari Camp Hospital; 

(б) that the contract for the Rajbari Camp Hospital was originally 

given by the Subdivisional Officer, Rajbari. to Maulvi Khandkar 
Abdul Majid, C.W.I). contractor, on 18th February, 1944. and 
that the District. Magistrate on his own initiative transferred the 
contract to Fazlu Mia on the (ith March, 1944; 

(c) that the Subdivisional Officer. Rajbari, at first refused to pay the 

bill of the said Fazlu Mia on the ground of inefficient and incom- 
plete work ; 

(d) that the said Subdivisional Officer passed the bill alter deducting a 

sum of Rs.Flo as compensation; and 

(e) that the District Magistrate directed the payment of the full amount 

from the District fund though the payment was to be made from 
the Subdivisional funds? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Yes. The fact that Maulvi Fazlur 
Rahman is the uncle of Maulvi Abdus Salam Khan, Secretary, Faridpur 
District Moslem League, was not known at the time he was given the 
contract. 

(h) The Subdivisional Officer, Rajbari. was finding it difficult to get local 
contractors to construct the hospital sheds ou the pattern and at the rates 
approved by Government. He brought the fact to the notice of the District 
Magistrate, who deputed Maulvi Fazlur Rahman. In the meanwhile 
Maulvi Abdul Majid expressed his willingness to the Subdivisional Officer 
to do the work but no work was given to him. 

(r) and (d) In respect of one item of the bill the charge exceeded the 
stipulated rate. The Subdivisional Officer recommended reduction of the 
excess claim, which was so reduced. The Subdivisional Officer also recom- 
mended reduction of the bill ^by Rs. 195 in respect of one incompleted item, 
which was also so reduced, pending the completion of the work. 

(c) No. There is no such Subdivisional fund as distinct from the District 
fund. The entire expenditure, on account of the Famine Relief Scheme, is 
met from the fund placed under the “54 — Famine” Budget of the 
Government. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state if any tender was called for this work before the contract was given 
out ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many tenders were received and what were the rates P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that this was a secretive arrangement made between the 
Subdivisional Officer and the contractor, Maulvi Fazlur Rahman, as men- 
tioned in answer (b i, and that there was no tender whatsoever? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I disallow that question. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Supersession of Chittagong Municipality and appointment of offloer in oharge 
during period of supersession. 

1. Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: u/> Will the 
Hon’ hie Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) how long the Chittagong Municipality has Wen superseded; and 

(ti) during the period of supersession whether any Muslim officer has 
been placed in charge of the same? 

( b ) Do the Government propose to apjjoint a Muslim officer in place of 
Babu Ragbunath Banerjee, n.c.s., who was in charge of the Chitlagong 
Municipality and who has recently Wen transferred to Cox’s Bazar? 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) (i) Since 
6th April, 1942. 

(it) No. 

( b ) The orders transferring Babu Raghunath Banerjee, n.c.s., to Cox's 
Bazar have Wen cancelled ; hence the question of appointing a Muslim 
officer in his place does not arise. 

Appointment of Lawyer-Magistrates. 

2. Khan Bahadur Md. ANWARUL AZIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

ia)(i) how many Lawyer-Magistrates have been appointed so far, and 
(ii) how many more candidates for Lawyer-Magistrates have been 
finally selected and medically examined ; 

( b ) when these candidates are going to Ik* appointed; 

(o) whether it is a fact that these appointments are held up to give 
appointment to officers of other provinces and of the military; 

(d) whether any candidates have been directed to furnish fresh medical 

certificates with an assurance of Wing appointed; and 

(e) whether it is a fact that they have not Wen appointed although 

medical certificates have been duly furnished? 
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MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the HoffMe 
Ktawaja Sir Nazimuddin); (a) (i) 60. 

(ii) 88. 

(b) The question of further appointment of Lawyer-Magistrates is under 
the consideration of Government and no decision has yet been reached. 

( c ) No. 

(d) Some candidates were asked to produce certificates of fitness, but 
no assurance regarding appointment was given to them. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Rate of compensation paid for acquisition of lands, etc., in Feni and other 
places in Chittagong Division. 

3. Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
the rate of compensation paid for acquisition for military purposes of lands 
and houses and of damages for destruction of standing crops and trees 
thereon separately in Feni, Noakhali Sadar, Ch and pur, Comilla (North and 
South), Chittagong Sadar (A and B) and Cox’s Bazar subdivision in Chitta- 
gong Division ? 

(b) If there is any difference in the aforesaid rates, does tire Hou’ble 
Minister propose to remove the difference? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT: (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) There has been no acquisition of land for 
military purposes in the Chittagong Division except in the district of Chitta- 
gong where compensation was paid at the rate of Rs.500 per acre. The rest 
of the question does not arise. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Repatriation of destitutes. 

4. Khan Bahadur JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
iu charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many destitutes are (here awaiting repatriation in each of the 

reception centres of Calcutta by the end of October; and 

(b) how many of them are adults — male and female, and children — male 

and female belonging to communities Muslim and non-Muslim? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: A statement furnishing 
the information is laid on the Table. 
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Dr. NALIINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the statement of 
destitutes forcibly evacuated and repatriated and of those who are awaiting 
repatriation in each of the reception centres, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the present position regarding those destitutes? 
Have they been repatriated since, or are they still awaiting repatriation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Some have been 
repatriated. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many of these 2,(>08 persons have ultimately been repatriated in 
alive condition? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many of these destitutes in the three relief centres died? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 

Release of Babu Sailendra Nath Datta, a security prisoner, on grounds of 

health. 

5. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact — 

(?) that Babu Sailendra Nath Datta of Midnapore is detained in the 
Midnapore Central Jail as a security prisoner since his arrest 
on the 15th April, 1942; 

(ii) that the said prisoner before bis arrest was on three months’ medical 
leave for his treatment in Calcutta or in a suitable place in bis 
restriction period ; 

(???) that he could not as ail of the medical treatment because of his 
suddeu arrest; 

(tV) that lie fell seriously ill in the month of March. 1948, and was 
admitted into the Jail Hospital and stayed there for months; 

(r) that for the period lie stayed in the hospital he had a stomach trouble, 
nausea, spasms and pain in the left lung and pleura; 

(ri) that he is still under medical treatment though living in the ward; 

(vn) that the Superintendent held that the said prisoner should have been 
X ’rayed aud the examination was necessary for proper diagnosis 
of his disease; 

(nY?) that he has lost 37 lbs. in weight; 

(/>) that now he cannot walk with the help of stick even ; 

(.r) that now he suffers from slow fever every day aud vomitting tendency 
and pain in the left lung and pleura, and vomitting at intervals; 
and 

(r?) that on examination two patches were found when he was under 
restriction Wore his arrest? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative is the Hon’ble Minister- 
considering the desirability of arranging for the proper diagnosis of the 
disease of the said prisoner? ^ 

(c) Do the Government contemplate to release him for treatment by the 
guardians of the said prisoner? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that the Superintendent 
of the Midnapore Central Jail has recommended for bis release as he is 
getting invalid gradually ? 
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(e) If the reply to {<1) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what action he has taken or proposes to take in the matter? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that the said prisoner has 
applied to the Government stating that he is a Communist and a supporter 
of the anti-Fascist people’s war? 

((/) If the reply to <J) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of/ releasing him in view of the jtolicy adopted by 
the Government for the Communist party? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: <//)</) and {vi) Yes. 

(if) and (iti) I have no information. 

{iv) My information is that .the prisoner was having evening rise of 
temperature at the time for which he was in hospital from ‘,28th March, 1943, 
to 29th April, 1943, and again from 6th May, 1943, to 27th duly, 1943. 

(v) He complained of nausea and pain in the left chest. 

(vii) The former Jail Superintendent considered X’ray examination 
necessary. But no such examination is considered necessary by the present 
Superintendent. 

(viu), (i>r) apd (,vi) No. 

U) He suffers from chronic colitis and indigestion. He also complains 
of pain in the chest. 

(b) My information is that he is having proper treatment. 

(c) , {d) and l </) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 
if) Yes. 


Persons detained under the Defenoe of India Rules. 

8. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what effect Government have given or projxxse to give regarding the 
observations of the ('hiet dustier of the Hou’ble High Court of 
Calcutta, to the effect that each person detained without trial 
under Defence of India Rules should he informed on what 
specific charges he or she is being detained, so that he or she can 
try to rebut the charges; 

{ b) what effect Government have given or propose to give to the deci- 
sions of the Hon’ble Federal Court at New Delhi with regard to— 

( i ) the 8 respondents and secondly 

(n) the rest of the detenus under rule 26 of the Defence of India 
Rules ; j 

(c) whether it is a fact that persons arrested under the Defence of India 

Rules after 3rd dune, 1943, were not being confined under rule 26 
of the Defence of India Rules, but — 

(i) being sent to Delhi, if they are political prisoners or 

(ti) being detained at 61, Amherst Street, Calcutta, and at other 
places if they are criminal prisoners (black-out) ; 

(d) the number of such persons referred to in (c)(t) and (it); and 

(e) under what authority they have been and are being detainer] after 

expiry of 60 days from the dates of their arrests? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) All persons previously 
detained under rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules are now by provisions 
of the Restriction and Detention Ordinance, 1944, deemed to have been 
detained under this Ordinance, and according to this Ordinance every security 
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prisoner is informed of the ground under which he or she is detained so far 
as this can be done without disclosing facts which it would be against the 
public interest to disclose. Persons detained also now have right to make, 
if they so wish, a representation against the order and they are informed 
of this right and given the earliest practical opportunity of making such a 
representation. 

(b) The matter is the subject of an appeal now pending before the Privy 
Council, but immediately after the pronouncement of the decision of the 
Federal Court which held that no order of detention could validly be made 
under rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules, except after the Governor had 
personally applied his mind to the case and been satisfied that making of 
such an order was necessary, steps were taken to institute a review of all the 
cases of security prisoners then under detention with a View to issue fresh 
orders in the cases in which continued detention was considered necessary. 
The cases of all the security prisoners have already been reviewed. The 
materials in each case w r ere examined by the department and by myself 
and the case was submitted to His Excellency the Governor for consideration 
and orders. The same procedure has also been followed in the eases of all 
prisoners arrested and detained since the pronouncement of the Federal 
Court decision referred to above. 

(c) (7) On letransfer from Delhi fresh orders under Defence of India llule 
26 were issued bv the Bengal Government. 

(w) No. 

(d) I am not prepared to furnish the information asked for in the public 
interest. 

(e) Since the pronouncement of the Federal Court decision, the cases of 
all newly arrested i>ersons are examined by the department and by myself 
and then they are submitted to His Excellency the Governor for consideration 
and orders. Previous to the promulgation of the Restriction and Detention 
Ordinance, 1944, orders of detention in such cases issued under rule 26, 
Defence of India Rules, but since its promulgation, detention orders are 
being issued under this Ordinance. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Post-war Reconstruction Scheme for construction of roads in partially 
exoluded areas of Mymonsingh district. 

MO. Maharaja BHUPENORA CHANDRA SINGHA, of 8usang: Will 

the Hon’bl© Minister in charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries 
(Post-War Reconstruction) Department, be pleased to state if any compre- 
hensive scheme for the construction of roads in partially excluded areas of 
the Mymonsingh district is engaging their attention? 

MINI8TER in charge of the COMMERCE, LA BO UR, and INDU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (The Hon’ble Mr. K. Bhahabuddin): 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 

0 f . Sir, why should it be “Commerce, Labour”? This question relates 

to road construction. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a question of post-war reconstruction. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS It is not a question of post-war recon- 
struction; it is a question of construction of roads in the post-war period. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If Government think that it is a question concerning 
Commerce and Labour Department, what can I do? 
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Df« NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
whichever Department the question may relate to be pleased to state which 
particular Department of Government is dealing with the question of road 
construction in the partially excluded areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN? Does it arise. Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Strictly speaking, T do not think that this question 
arises. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, it does arise out of the answer 
given. The question is whether any scheme is engaging Government’s 
attention to which the answer is “yes”. My supplementary question is 
which particular Department’s attention is engaged to this problem. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Obviously the Communications 
and Works Department. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the construction of roads in the partially excluded areas is a 
matter of Ministerial responsibility or a matter of Governor’s discretion? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 cannot allow that question. That is a question of 
opinion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am just trying to find out whether the 
answer is consistent with the facts. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: V ou cannot do that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state which are the roads in the partially excluded areas of the Myincn- 
singh district which are now under examination? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: There are a number of roads — 
one is in Durgapur which is 604 miles (I can give the lengths of the roads 
if my friend wants), one is Srihari, one is Nalitabari, one is Haluagh&t 
another is Kamalkund. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to Btate what are the points between which the Durgapur Road is projected 
and whether the road project has got any linking up with the national high- 
ways of Assam and Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: For detailed information I want 
notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon 'hie Minister he pleased 
to state if he has got any information in his possession regarding the order 
of recommendations of the District Magistrate and the Divisional Commis- 
sioner in regard to these 4 road projects? 

The Hon’ble Mr, K. SHAHABUDDIN: The recommendations are 
ordinarily treated aejconfidential documents and even if they had not l>een I 
would not have giV&i the answer. 

Re-filing of vokalatnama along with application for oopita of khatiana, etc., 
from CollaotoraU. 

•20. Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether there was a practice before 1943, to file vokalatnama or 
muktearnama along with the application for copies of khatians and 
other papers from the Collectorate, Chittagong, and other districts ; 
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** ' \ o ) me reason why the vokalatnama or muktearnama is being called for 

now along with such application; 

(c) whether he is aware of the preliminary enquiry that is being made 

for ascertaining the interest of the person applying for copy of 
khatians; 

( d ) whether there was any such practice formerly; 

(e) whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware of the difficulty and hard- 

ship done to the public by the introduction of the new practice of 
filing vokalatnama or muktearnama; 

(/) whether the new practice has been enforced under the Government 
circular or under the order of the Officer in charge of the Copying 
Department; 

( g ) whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware of the protest made by the 

public as well as by the District Bar Association of Chittagong; 
and 

(h) whether the Government contemplate to stop the new practice of 

demanding vokalatnama or muktearnama and aforesaid enquiry* in 
order to save the public from unnecessary* troubles and harassment 
and delay ? 

The Hon’We Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) and (g) No 

(b) No vokalatnama or muktearnama is being called for now. 

(c) and (d) An applicant is called upon to prove his interest only in 
special cases when the boiui fide of the applicant is doubted. 

(e), (f) and (h) Do not arise 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
generally any vakalatnama is necessary for taking certified copies of khatians 
and other papers? 

The HOft’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 have already stated 
that no vakalatnama is demanded. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether any vakalatnama is necessary for proving one’s interest? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes, if there is any 
dispute. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI. Does the Hon’ble Minister know that vakalatnama 
is necessary only for identification of the applicant’s interest? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Requisition of Md. Jan Muslim High School buildings. 

•21. Mr. GIA8UDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to vstate whether he is aware — 

(а) that the Md. Jan Muslim High School, situated at 9B, Balai Dutt 

Street, is the only Moslem institution in the locality with its own 
building and imparting free education ; 

(б) that the said building was requisitioned by Government under order 

No. 12458/ P-88 of 10th November, 1944; 

(c) that the school premise^at 9B, Balai Dutt Street, were vacated on 

the 11th November, 1944, and handed over to representatives of 
Government on the 13th November, 1944; 

(d) that the building is still lying unoccupied ; 

(e) that the Superintending Engineer, Eastern Aviation Circle No. IV, 

Calcutta, for whose office the building was at first requisitioned 
has sinqe found better quarters elsewhere ; 
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(J) that the school building' is now proposed to be used for 
Coal Department ; 

iff) that a memorial signed by five thousand respectable gentlemen of 
the locality was presented to His Excellency the Governor ot 
Bengal asking the Governor to alter the decision of the Requisi- 
tion Board ; 

(h) that an interview with His Excellency the Governor was sought to 

make personal representations to him in the matter; 

(i) that such interview was refused ; and 

O’) whether he proposes to release the school building in order to permit 
the normal functioning of a very useful Muslim educational 
institution in Calcutta? 

The Hoit’bSe Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) No. There is 
another school in the neighbourhood for Muslim boys, imparting tree 
education. 

(b) and ( c ) Yes. 

(d) to (/) The building was requisitioned for the Government of India 
for use as offices, and handed over to the Oentrul Public Works Department. 
I have no information as to the actual use being made of the building. It 
may be vacant temporarily. 

( g ) to (?) I have no information on these points. 

(/) Since the building has been requisitioned for the Government of India, 
it cannot be released without the consent of the latter. In view of the 
demand from Central Government Deiwrtments for office accommodation in 
Calcutta, it is extremely doubtful whether this consent will be forthcoming. 

Reconstitution of the Dinajpur District Board. 

*22. Miss MIRA DUTTA GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(/) when the District Board of Dinajpur was last constituted after the 
members had boen elected and nominated ; 

(//) what is the statutory period of life for a District Board in the 
Province ; 

(hi) whether the District Board of Dinajpur has passed the statutory 
period of life; and 

(iv) if so, when? 

( b ) If the reply to (n/) is in the affirmative, will the flon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state why fresh election has not I>een arranged or declared yet? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon'ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) (?) In August, 1939. 

(it) Five years. 

(m) Yes. 

(it) In August, 1944. 

(b) The local boards in the district of Dinajpur were abolished with effect 
from the 16th January', 1944. The next general election of the district 
board will be held under Rules for Direct Election to District Boards, after 
the district is divided into territorial constituencies under rule 2 of the said 
rules. The Commissioner of the Kajshahi Division has been requested to 
formulate a scheme for the delimitation of constituencies of the District 
Board of Dinajpur and to submit the same to Government at an early date. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division was requested to 
formulate a scheme for the delimitation of constituencies? 

5 
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4 J> Khan, Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I cannot give the exact date. 

' Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why no action was taken from before the statutory period expired 
for the delimitation of constituencies? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD} There is no question of the 
statutory period having expired. But as soon as the District Board decided 
to abolish the local boards Government accepted the recommendation of the 
District Board and thereby abolished the local boards. Thereafter arose 
the questions of election and delimitation of constituencies. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Has the Commissioner submitted any 
scheme to Government for the delimitation of constituency? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes. The Commissioner is in 
correspondence and some preliminaries have to be undertaken and they are 
under examination of Government. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: When does the Hon'hle Minister 
expect to hold the elections under the new rules? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: As soon as the question of 
delimitation is decided Government wijl take up the question of elections 
there. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give us some idea when Government expect to hold the elections? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I cannot give the actual date. It 
will take one year or more. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU; One year from now? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes 

Vagrants Homes at Mahalandi in the district of Mirrshidabad. 

•23. Mr. ROGERS HAYWOOD: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister m 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department t>e 
pleased to state if it is a fact that — 

(t) a site for the construction of Homes for the accommodation of 
approximately 5, OIK) beggars was secured by Government at 
Mahalandi, Murshidabad district, in August, 1942; 

(tt) staff consisting of a controller and six managers with appro- 
priate clerical und menial staff was appointed for the management 
of the Homes in 1942; and 

(in) in reply to starred question No. 44 of 19th February, 1943, the 
then Hon’ble Minister for Public Health and Local Self-Govern- 
ment stated that the Homes would be completed and ready for 
occupation by the end of May, 1943 ? 

a Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Homes at 
andi are now completed and ready for occupation ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(i) what are the reasons forHhe delay ; 

(u) when it is expected that the Homes will be completed and ready for 
occupation ; and 

(in) what work is being done by the controller and six managers appoint- 
ed to manage the Homes? 
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(d) If the Homes have been completed will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps have been taken to remove beggars in Calcutta 
to the Homes in terms of the Bengal Vagrancy Act, 1943? 


Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Yes. 

(6) No. 


(?) ( i ) Difficulties in obtaining building materials and shortage of Engi- 
neering staff for effective supervision of contractors. 

(u) I cannot forecast any definite date. Attempt is being made to com- 
plete it as soon as possible. 

(Hi) They are administering the two Homes in Calcutta which have been 
opened from August, 11)43, to October, 1944, and have prepared a third which 
has just been opened. 

(d) Two thousand four hundred and sixty-eight persons have been 
arrested and declared as vagrants and have been detained. Of these, 899 
have died (mostly in the closing months of 1943), 2S4 have been repatriated 
and 335 have been discharged. The number at present in detention is 960* 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleused 
*o state what amount of money has already been s|>ent in the construction 
or equipment of Vagrants Homes at Mahalandi? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I would ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Ministci be pleased 
to state what the Controller of Vagrancy did between February, 1942, when 
he was appointed and August, 1943, when he was given charge of the 
Calcutta Homes? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: He had to recruit suitable officers, 
make the appointments and had to draw up schemes for housing these 
vagrants. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the construction of these Vagrants Homes was 
decided upon as an emergent measure to he carried out with the greatest 
expedition by the then Government? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes. 

Mr. ROGERS HAYWOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state whether in view of his answer (</), namely that about 900 deaths took 
place the words “Vagrants Homes” are perhaps a misnomer? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I could not follow the honourable 
member. Does he mean to say that the vagants will not die? 

Mr. ROGERS HAYWOOD: Will the Hon 'Mo Minister be pleased to 
enlighten the House as to why so many of these poor men, 900 in number, 
having been taken to the Homes so easily died and to state whether they were 
given any food while under detention there? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: When they were taken there 
their condition of health was so bad that it was only natural that some of 
them would die. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that the construction of these 
Vagrants Homes was decided upon and a contractor was chosen not by the 
Department of Communications and Works but by the Secretary off the 
Public Health and Tiocal Self-Government Department of Government? 

. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Ye*. 
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Of. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any tender was invited in regard to the construction of these 
Homes and whether in those tenders any specific date was given for 
completion P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No tender was called for the 

work as a whole because the work was being done under the direct supervision 
of the department but for materials tenders were called. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that six firms were entrusted with the work as con- 
tractors for the job by the Secretary of the Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment who himself selected the tenderers and who himself arranged the 
separate blocks for which each tenderer or contractor would have to work? 

Khan 8alhib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The Secretary had nothing to do 
directly but the Controller was put in charge of the work under the direct 
supervision of the District Engineer of Murshidabad. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that after completion of the 
Vagrants Homes and after the officers were actually placed there for taking 
charge and after a few vagrants were actually lodged therein, the Engineer- 
ing Department of the Government of Bengal inspected the buildings and 
reported that those buildings were quite unsuitable and would collapse any 
moment and that therefore they had to be demolished at Government cost to 
be rebuilt again P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the present position of the Vagrants Homes? Are they still 
standing? Were they completed at any stage or not? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The construction has not vet 
been completed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what portion of the construction remains unfinished? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I cannot give you the details. 
It requires the opinion of the expert Engineering staff to tell you what parts 
remain unfinished. 

Mr, A. F. STARK: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased to state if he 
is aware that in February, 1943, the then Minister for Local Self-Govern- 
ment stated that the necessary building materials had been obtained and that 
the Homes would be completed and ready for occupation bv the end of 
Ma\, 1943? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Every step was taken to expedite 
the construction but nothing could be done for want of suitable supervising 
authority for the work and due to the abnormal conditions now prevailing 
and also want of materials at the site. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to explain, in 
view of the fact that the construction of these Homes has been going on 
since August, 1942, what work is exactly being done at these camps to com- 
plete them at present? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The Department originally asked 
the Communications ami Works Department to take up the work but as that 
department was then engaged in more important worlts they expressed their 
inability to take up the work immediately. Hence the department had to 
undertake the work and decided to get the work done under the supervision 
of the District Engineer of Murshidabad. But after proceeding for some 
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time it was found that the work was not groin# on satisfactorily. Then 
Government referred the matter to, the Communications and Works’ Depart- 
ment for the transfer of the work directly under the supervision of the 
Communications and Works Department, and for this some preliminaries 
have had to be gone into. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state if it is 
to he understood that nothing at all has been done to complete these camps P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The work has been suspended 
because, as I have already said, some preliminaries have to he finished 
whereby the Communications and Works Department can step in and take up 
the work. 

Mr. A. F. STARK; Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state when 
the money for the construction of these camps was voted by this House ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mr. ROGERS HAYWOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether in view of the high death rate which is over a third of those 
who had been admitted in the camps he will inform the House whether 
there is any qualified medical officer at these local hospitals in Calcutta to 
examine them? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, there are some medical 
officers. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that more than two lakhs of rupees were actually spent 
in the supposed construction of the Vagrant Homes at Mahalandi and it 
was the report of the Engineering Department of the Communications and 
Works Department that another lakh of rupees would be required to 
demolish the construction and make the place suitable for further 
reconstruction ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I am not aware of any such report 
that construction had to be demolished. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that parts 
of the buildings were actually completed and occupied by the officers aud 
staff and such parts of the buildings have since been partially demolished? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I am not aware. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
portion of the building materials, after the demolition bad taken place, 
has been sold by certain officers and that report has been made against 
them but no action has been taken? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: My friend speaks of demolition: 

I am not aware of that. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
there was a report that building materials were sold by the persons who 
w'ere there in charge and that no action has been taken against anybody? 

Khan Sahib HAMIOUDDIN AHMAD: No, Sir 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of sending an urgent despatch to the 
local authority for ascertaining as to whether the demolition actually took 
place or not ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIH AHMAD: If any such definite charge is 
made against any particular officer, of course Government will look into that. 
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Mr* IA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if a definite information is given by a definite member of the 
Assembly that demolition did take place for a certain period and that there 
is a definite report against a definite officer that definite materials were sold 
■by him and that definitely no action had been taken, what action Govern- 
ment propose to take in the matter? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a hypothetical question. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if in 
view of the unsatisfactory position disclosed by his replies he will investigate 
into the matter and make a full statement in the House on the present 
position of the Homes? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMADs Yes, Sir, Government will make a 
statement. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what action Government proposes to take against Mr. Holland, Secre- 
tary ol the Local Self-Government Department, who went out of his way to 
select contractors in such a manner that such a debacle has happened? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. he was not responsible for 
selecting contractors. Circumstances compelled the Department to under- 
take the work. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who selected the contractors? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Controller of Vagrancy 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to make further enquiry into the matter and find out whether his statement 
is correct? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : No, that is all right. 

Appointment of Controller of Vagrancy, Bengal. 

*24. Mr, 8. A. 8ALIM : (<i) Will the lion 'hie Minister in charge of 

the Public Health and Local Self-Government (Civil Defence) Department 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the present Controller of Vagrancy 
under the Government of Bengal, is a retired Government servant? 

(/>) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state for how many 
years he has l>een appointed to the post and when his present term of office 
will expire? 

<e) Is it a fact (hat the present Controller of Vagrancy, due to his 
advanced age, is not able to do as much work as is necessary for the interest 
und development of the new department? 

(d) Is the Hon’hle Minister considering the desirability of appointing a 
person having ability and experience in the line as the Controller of Vag- 
rancy for this new department at the end of the term of the present 
incumbent ? 

(e) Is it under the contemplation of the Government to appoint a Muslim 

to the post of the Controller of Vagrancy after the expiry of the present 
.term ? * 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’tMa Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad: (a) Yes. 

(b) The post is being retained on a year to year basis along with its 
original incumbent. The present term is due to expire on 28 .th February, 
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(c) No. 

(d) and ( e ) These will be considered at the time of making the appoint- 
ment. 

Deaths in Rangpur district from starvation and other diseases and 
prophylactic and curative measures taken by Government. 

♦25. Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: (a) Will the Qon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government (Medical) Department be 
pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing subdivision by subdivision 
in the district of Rangpur from March, 1943, to date the number of persons 
that died of — 

(i) starvation, 

(h) cholera, 

(in’) dysentery. 

(iv) smallpox, 

(v) malaria, and 

(v i) nagasore? 

(It) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state what timely prophylactic 
and curative measures were taken by the Government and the local bodies to 
combat the epidemic diseases mentioned under (a)? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) {u) to (v) A statement is laid on 
the Library Table 

(/) and ( vt) Figures of deaths from starvation and nagasore are not avail- 
able as there is no column in the statutorily prescribed register for recording 
such deaths. 

(b) Statements showing measures taken by the Government and the local 
bodies of Rangpur district to combat the epidemic diseases are laid on the 
Library Table. 

Attendance of 8ubdivisional Officer, Tangail, at oourt. 

•26. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(u> how many days per month the present. Subdivisionul Officer, Tangail, 
has attended the court regularly from 1943 March to 1944 
October ; 

(b) how many judgments he delivers every week; and 

(cl what are the records of disjiosal of cases by his immediate predecessor 
per week ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’blc Khwaja 
8ir Nazimuddin): (< 7 ) Eight days in the average, the total number of days 
during the period being 164 days. 

(b) Ten judgments in the average, the total number of cases disposed of 
during tin* period being 2*16 though this was the period during which the 
officer had to deal with Food Census drive, Red (Voss weeks, Famine relief 
operations including Test Relief work, Agricultural loan distribution, 
Gratuitous relief, Gruel kitchens, Famine Relief Hospitals, Quinine distri- 
bution centres, etc., without any additional officers deputed for the purposes. 

(c) Twelve. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (a) in view 
of the fact that the Subdivisional Officer could not attend for more than 
eight days in a month, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
action was taken to prevent the* litigants from being harassed for the cases 
fixed on other days being postponed from time to time? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; There were not many postponements 
but some unavoidable postponements had to be made, but it must be 
remembered that during that time the Subdivisional Officer had to under- 
take a lot of touring for the purpose of giving relief and for the purpose of 
auti-hoarding drive and test relief wtoks. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know that 
besides taking up criminal matters the Subdivisional Officers have to hear 
appeals from Debt Settlement Board cases and also petitions regarding Rent 
Control Ordinance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know that 
there is time-limit fixed for disposal of rent control orders? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I do not know about it. 

Mf. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Subdivisional Officer did not sit for 22 davs in a month the 
rent control order petitions and these Debt Settlement Board appeals had to 
be postponed from time to time and these rent control order petitions could 
not be heard within the time-limit prescribed? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I disallow it. It is a hypothetical question. 

Mr. N18HITHA NATH KUNDU: No, Sir. May I make a submission. 
It is not hypothetical. He is not sitting for 22 days. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMIMED ALI: Not at a stretch. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether within these eight days’ sitting he could dispose of all the 
appeals relating to Debt Settlement Board cases and all the Rent Control 
Order petitions? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That again is a question of opinion. 

Mr, ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE; Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
fact that in view of the fact that the Subdivisional Officer was engaged other- 
wise some of the cases of the Debt Settlement Board lapsed and people have 
been put tc difficulty? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, that is not correct. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the admitted fact that 
the Subdivisional Officers have got to do vicarious work, will the Hon’ble 
Minister consider the desirability of advising Government to give instruc- 
tions to Subdivisional Officers not to take up those cases which may be taken 
up by other Magistrates and of further advising the Government that those 
matters which are exclusively triable by the Subdivisional Officers should be 
made available to other Magistrates or Judges? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is done by Government. In 
some subdivisions there are Additional Subdivisional Officers and in some 
, places other officers are authorised by Government to do that work, but I 
must draw the attention of the honourable member that this relates to a 
period when a good deal of Test Relief work and Famine Relief work had to 
be undertaken by these officers.'* 

Mr. 8ABANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Why no arrangements were made 
in this subdivision regard being had to the fact that the Subdivisional Officer 
could not be available except for special purpose? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This extra burden on the Subdivi- 
•ional Officer was put during the famine period and the question refers to 
that period. 
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Mfa 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Was this pressure unforeseen or 
the Government was aware that the pressure was in existence? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The pressure was t-o some extent 
unforeseen. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What were the factors for this 
unforeseen character of this pressure? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is going too far into details. 

Mr* 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon Me Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government consider the desirability of investing 
the Lawyer-Magistrates with these special powers of rent control and Debt 
Settlement Boards which have been referred to by Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu 
in his question ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I cannot make any definite answer 
to that question of Government policy flow. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any Additional Subdivisional Officer has been appointed in this 
subdivision which is in area and population equal to Palma district? 

Khfcn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No Additional Subdivisional Officer 
has been appointed for this subdivision. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the hardship of the litigant 
public and their lawyers, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to 
delegate these powers immediately to other Magistrates or Lawyer-Magis- 
trates for dealing with Debt Settlement Board appeals and Rent Control 
Order petitions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMiMED ALI: Again I would dravc the attention 
of the honourable member to the fact that it relates to a period when Bengal 
was in the grip of famine and I refer the honourable member to my reply 
to (/;) that the Subdivisional Officer had to take up w’ork in connection with 
Test Relief work, Agricultural Loan, Gratuitous relief, Gruel kitchens and 
Famine Relief Hospitals. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
the House whether the Subdivisional Officer of Tangail is relieved now' of 
all other work except the w r ork as Subdivisional Officer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir ; but the pressure in connec- 
tion w'ith all these works regarding Gruel kitchens, Famine Relief Hospitals 
and Te.t Belief work is not so great now. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is still so busy that he cannot attend his court properly. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Subdivisional Officers are generally 
busy. 

Bus accident on the Berhampore-Kaladanga route in Murshidabad district. 

•27.* Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department he pleased to state w'hetber any accident 
took place in respect, of a bus plying between Berhampore and Kaladanga in 
the district of Murshidabad on 20th October, 1944 last or thereabouts 
resulting in the death of a passerby? 

(b) If the answer to Co) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what action Government propose to take in the matter? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether any action was taken by the District Magistrate in the 

matter; and 

(ii) if not, why not? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether his attention has been drawn to similar accidents in respect 
of the buses of the same company in December, 1943, and April > 
1944; and 

(it) what action, if any, had been taken against the proprietor by 
the District Magistrate? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability — 

(i) of cancelling the licence of the said proprietor ; and 

(ii) of making some other arrangements for this bus service with other 

company or companies? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(6) and (e) (t) No. 

(c) ( i ) Yes: A case was instituted under section 304A, Indian Penal Code, 
and after proper investigation supervised by the Superintendent of Police 
himself, it was found that the accident had been caused by the rash move- 
ments of the passersby. The driver took all possible precautions to avoid the 
accident. 

(ii) and (e) (it) Do not arise. 

(d) (i) Accidents did occur in those months. 

(it) No action was taken against the proprietor as he was not to blame 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that even during the lust ten days another death has taken place in the same 
Line? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL; Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the vehicles which are used in this line us in other lines have gone out of 
order and that is one of the reasons why such accidents take place because 
the drivers cannot play the brake? 

Khcn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir; in so far as these two cases 
rcfeired to by the honourable member putting the question are concerned, 
they weie not due to any defect in the motor vehicles. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Has the Bon’hle Minister any 
report in his possession showing that the vehicles were examined and that 
they were found to be in order? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Y es, I have got the report in my 
possession . 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that an application 
was sent to the District Magistrate stating that the police were siding with 
the bus owner and that proper examination of the vehicles was not made 
and that the District Magistrate wanted the Superintendent of Police to 
make a personal examination of the vehicles and that was not done? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No; that is not corerct. I have the 
report of the Superintendent of Police with me in the file. The Superin- 
tendent of Police himself tested the bus and found that there waa no defect. 
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Mr, SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Who is the Superintendent of 
Police? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Lewi*. 

Mr, 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the Superintendent of Police examined this vehicle at leaat ten days after 
the accident had taken place? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He examined the bus on the 2,3rd 
May, 1944. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What was the date of the accident? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; In April 1944 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. So the difference between the date 
of the accident and the date of examination by Superintendent of Police is 
at lea^t more than a month ! 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You cannot argue like that. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased t > state what was the report of the District Magistrate in this matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T ask for notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the police investigation of this accident which was on the 20th October 
was completed within 24 hours? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: My information is that the date of 
accident was. at lb-30 hours on 22nd October, at village Fulberia. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: And the investigation was com- 
pleted with indecent haste, i c., within 24 hours of the accident ! 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know when the investigation 
was completed 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it not a fact that some of the 
passengers sent a written application to the District Magistrate offering 
their own evidence in order to prove that there was negligence on the part 
of the bus driver and that evidence was not taken on the ground that the 
invest igai ion had Wen completed and final report given? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, I have no such information. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Is it not a fact that the accident 
related to two women, one of whom was dead and the other survived and is 
it not a fact that the surviving woman was examined on the place of accident 
and that she gave one statement and that subsequently another statement was 
obtained from her by payment of money in the presenre of a police officer? 
These are matters of record. 

Khin Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* My informat ion is that the accident 
took place on the 22nd October on the Berhampore-Kaladanga route near 
FulherU village 9 miles east of Berbampore where an old woman was 
knocked down and the police instituted a ease under section 304A, I.P-C., 
and after proper investigation which was supervised by the Superintendent 
of Police himself it was found that the pedestrian herself was responsible 
for the accident and that there were many respectable people who testified 
to the fact that the driver was not at all responsible. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that the two women were waiting on the roadside? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You are giving information. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: No, Sir. I am eliciting informa- 
tion . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Please put your (juestion properly. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
whvii these two women were waiting on the roadside and one of them was 
with fever 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is not relevant. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
there is a written information on record which was sent to the District Magis- 
trate by some of the passengers saying that the two women were waiting on 
the roadside and the driver who obtained a licence only recently bungled 
in the matter and he ran over one of the women who died on the spot and 
on the roadside and not in the middle of the road? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. The information of Govern- 
ment is that the accident was caused by the negligence on the part of the 
passerby herself and several respectable persons who were travelling in the 
same bus have testified to the fact that the bus driver was not at all respon- 
sible and was not negligent in anv way. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon/ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the nature of information regarding the negligence 
of the dead woman? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; She suddenly came in front of the 
bus. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that there is information on record given by respectable persons including 
members of the District Board who have definitely stated in writing that 
these women were waiting on the roadside? 

Mf. 8PEAKER: The question does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that in the complaints the allegations were that 
these tvu> women were waiting on the roadside, one was with fever, and 
while waiting was run over by the bus? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That was the very question put by Mr. Sanyal. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. I want to know whether there was any 
allegation to that effect. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. I have no information as to what was 
the allegation in the original petition of complaint. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL* Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the further fact that there was a written report to the District Magistrate 
that, the Superintendent of Police’s opinion should not be accepted because 
he habitually gets his own old car repaired by the owner of this Bus 
Service P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You ought to have asked first if there was anv report 
like that. ‘ 1 

8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Is the Hon’ble Minister further 
aware that at a meeting of the District Transj>ort Authority this particular 
matter, namely, road accidents and deaths, came up for discussion and it • 
was the unanimous decision of all the members official and non-official 
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including the District Magistrate and Chairman of the Murshid&b&d 
Municipality who is a member of this House belonging to the Government 
party lhat all these accidents were due to the fact that this owner was enjoy- 
ing a monopoly service and that another owner should be put, so that there 
might be healthy competition and the buses would be put in order P The 
only dissentient voice was that of the Superintendent of Police who did not 
come to the meeting but sent a written note that the number of deaths was 
not sufficient to justify a disturbance of the present state of things P 

Khan BAHADUR MOHAMMED ALI : I am not aware of the proceed- 
ings of the Regional Transport Authority meeting. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer just now given 
that he has not got the complaint in his possession, does the Hon’ble 
Minister think it desirable to look into the complaint itself and* find out 
what were the actual allegations and enquire into the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl! I have got the report of the District 
Magistrate, the Superintendent of Police and the Sub-Inspector of Police 
who conducted the investigation. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the local Superintendent of Police and officials of 
the Police Department often use this owner’s Bus Service and taxis owned 
by him (Mr. Sasanka Skkhar Sanyal: Daily the Subdivisional Officer, 
Superintendent of Police and others use them) free of costP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. I am not aware of that. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in view of the allegations made in the question, 
he would consider the desirability of forwarding these questions and answers 
to the District Magistrate for such opinion as he may offer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not necessary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question time is over. 

Adjournment motion of Mr. Sibnath Banorjeo. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Before you proceed with the other 
business of today, may I draw your attention to the fact that Mr. Sib 
Nath Banerjee, an esteemed colleague of ours, sent an adjournment motion 
to you regarding the hunger-strike of Mr. Sachindra Nath Sen as a protest 
against the callousness on the part of Government in the matter of treatment 
of certain political prisoners who were suffering from tuberculosis : — 

Babu Aswini Kumar Gupta, 

Babu Sudhir Kumar I)utt, 

Babu Syamananda Ren, 

Babu Parimal Dutt, 

Babu Bhupendra Rakhit Roy and 

Miss Kamala Das Gupta. 

May we know when, if at all, you gave your consent, how it was dealt with 
by your Department, when and how it was taken by the Department and 
how the matter now stands? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will look into the matter. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

General Discussion of the Budget. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, ihe Hon'ble Mr, Tulei Chandra 
Goawami, our Minister in charge of Finance, has been true 4o his own 
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tradition in presenting the Bengal budget for 1945-46. As in his personal 
life, so also in his career as Finance Minister of the Province, he gives 
evidence of unabashed recklessness and prodigality, unparallelled self- 
deception and self-complacence and unpardonable miscalculations and 
humbug. In less than two years of the regime of the present Ministry, 
Bengal has been laid prostrate under unprecedented burdens of man-made 
famine and natural calamity and the measures so far taken by Government 
have in most cases only added to the miseries of the people. Far from 
tackling the problems with an imaginative and comprehensive policy and 
foresight, such measures have led rather to a completion of the picture of 
desolation and helplessness. The budget for 1945-46 makes a dismal study 
and in spite of soaring figures in crores and crores instead of thousands to 
which we were ordinarily used, cannot but leave a sad feeling of doom and 
dark da^s ahead of Bengal not merely for the present generation but for 
generations to come. 

A study of the financial position of the province from 1937-38 when the 
present legislature under the new Constitution began its functions to the 
budget of 1945-46 reveals that although the people were fleeced to contribute 
to revenue receipts as much as Its. 29 crores in the budget estimates of 
1945-46 and Its. 36 crores in the revised estimates of the current year from 
a total of only Ks. 13 crores in 1937-38 the revenue expenses were recklessly 
piovided for so as to leave a deficit in the revenue account only of Rs. 11,35 
lakhs in 1944-45 and Its. 8,59 lakhs in 1945-46 as against a revenue surplus 
of Rs. 1,18 lakhs in 1937-38. It also shows that by the end of 1945-46 
Bengal will get saddled with a total indebtedness of Rs. 106 crores exclusive 
of .the obligations due to various deposits, with some problematic assets 
valued at little above Rs. 86 crores leaving a net uncovered debt of more 
than Its. 19 crores. Out of the above total debt of Rs. 106 crores, the 
loans from the Central Government alone, apart from grants and subven- 
tions under various heads, will amount to nearly Rs. 35$ crores and the 
obligations for payment of interest alone on the debts will require in 1945-46 
more than Its. 1 KM lakhs as compared with the credit earning of Rs. 7-4 
lakhs in 1937-38. The Hon’ble Finance Minister seeks to plead his help- 
lessness in view of the demand for the formidable sum of Rs. 61 crores in 
three years 1943-44 to 1945-46 to meet the expenditure necessitated by 
war conditions and famine and its aftermath. But apart from a bald 
statement showing the loss on the purchase of food grains alone as reaching 
the appalling figure of Rs. 22$ crores during the same period of three years, 
no attempt is made to explain how far this loss was foreseen and really 
could have been avoided. Nor is an honest endeavour made to show how 
much further loss has to be written off on account of deterioration in and 
damage caused to the stocks of foodgrains, salt, sugar, cloth and last but 
not least of country boats valued presumably at cost at nearly Rs. 86$ crores 
in the total and calculated as assets against the borrowings of the province. 
Heavy losses in valuable foodstuffs due to decomposition while in Govern- 
ment storage have been disclosed already and reports about the same 
constantly pour in. Losses on account of haphazard and illconceived methods 
of construction of country boats through a shameless policy of distribution 
of patronage and corruption are also not likely to be inconsiderable. If 
these are properly assessed and honestly owned up, the net uncovered 
amount of indebtedness of the province at the end of 1945-46 will not stand 
at any figure lower than Rs. 30 crores on a very modest calculation. It 
is idle to expect that the Government of India will come to our aid in 
relieving our finances to any substantial extent. In this view I was con- 
vinced at a conference that I had recently attended in New Delhi where I 
could know the mind of Sir Jeremy Raisman, the present Finance Member 
of the Government of India. 

* While the financial position of Bengal’ s exchequer remains so gloomy 
without the slightest sign of any silver lining in the clouds, recklessness 
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and extravagance in the provision of funds, specially for meeting temporary 
and short-lived problems, know no limits to the utter neglect of many 
nation-building departments and beneficent long-standing and enduring 
projects. 

Thus, s while on the background of increased revenuie receipts from 
Rs. 23-72 lakhs in 1943-44 to Rs. 28,79 lakhs in 1945-4G General Education 
and Co-operation get .their allotments increased from Ra. 1,80 lakhs to 
Rs. 2,64 lakhs and from Rs. 16-6 lakhs to Rs. 191 lakhs only and civil 
works actually get a reduced provision of Rs. 1,28 lakhs from Rs. 1,39 
lakhs. General Administration obtains Rs. 2,20 lakhs in 1945-46 against 
Rs. 1,68 lakhs in 1943-44 and Rs. 1,30 lakhs in 1937-38, Police is provided 
with Rs. 3,40 lakhs in 1945-46 against Rs. 3,02 lakhs in 1943-44 and 
Rs. 2,24 lakhs only in 1937-38 and Extraordinary Charges in India com- 
prising Civil Defence, Civil Supplies and such other temporary departments 
accounts for Rs. 10,23 lakhs in 1945-46, Rs. 18,40 lakhs in 1944-45 and 
Rs. 6,04 lakhs in 1943-44. It is true that Agriculture, Medical, Irrigation, 
and Public Health have received increased attention more than in the past 
and larger provisions have been made, but an examination of the schemes, 
the details whereof have not been revealed so far, will only enable the 
Hou*e to judge how far these are likely really to be of any permanent 
benefit to the people and how tar they are merely of a transient character 
calculated to stave off immediate difficulties. 

While dealing with the presentation of the Budget generally we cannot 
but too strongly condemn the tendency noticed during the last two to .three 
years to keep back from the legislature many projects involving large sums 
of money at a reasonably early stage and the practice of providing heavy 
amounts in the jKist-budget period in a year through administrative or 
executive sanction only to be regularised either by appropriation within 
the grants or through a belated presentation of a supplementary budget 
towards the end of the financial year, when the expenses have been already 
incurred. Such a procedure encroaches upon the very elementary rights 
of the Assembly to vote supplies and strikes at the very root of democratic 
and popular Government. We cannot also help feeling unhappy over the 
changes in the form of the Civil Estimates and particularly of the Red 
Book in the name of paper economy particularly because the variations in 
the budget provisions compared to previous years as also the provisions in 
respect of the more imjmrtant items under each head are not shown in 
greater detail as was done formerly to assist the members. 

We also feel that Government have not been fair to the Assembly in 
calling upon us to examine the coming year's budget before disposing of 
the supplementary budget for the current year. Government appear to 
move with the cart before the horse and take many things for granted. 
This would hardly be tolerated by any democratic legislature with some 
degree of self-respect. While introducing the current year's budget last 
year the Hon'ble Mr. T. C. Goswami, with some sense of guilt still left 
in him at that time pleaded that in view of the extraordinary nature of 
the demands made on the provincial finances he had often to ignore many 
canons of finance hitherto considered as sacred. Since then the present 
Ministry has shaken off all sense of shame and decency in the reckless 
handling of funds under the garb of dealing with emergent situation bttf 
really with a view to selfish ends of patronage and party politics. In these 
nefarious games the situation created through the war and the famine has 
become h$ndy and has opened out many new opportunities. 

It is an open secret that the bungling of the food situation was largely 
caused through an unholy attempt to distribute patronage on party con- 
siderations. It is equally well known throughout the length and breadth 
of the province that in almost every sphere of governmental activity the 
present Ministry is impelled to take action only on party consideration or 
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for personal and party gains. A few weeks ago it was revealed through 
an answer to a question that all nominations to local bodies were subject 
to scrutiny by the Chief Whip of Government and it was reported in a 
section of the Press that even in the matter of appointments, postings and 
transfers in some of the departments of Government the sinister hand 
of the Chief Government Whip plays an important role. This corrupt 
practice has gone so far as to enfoolden the supporters of Government to 
defy law and indulge in anti-social activities with impunity and has polluted 
every section of the administration. The fair name of Bengal as a conse- 
quence has been totally darkened and Bengal Administration has become a 
bye-word for bribery, corruption and inefficiency in other parts of India. 
Time and a sense of decency do not permit me to cite some of the specific 
instances of governmental corrupt practice which I have got in my posses- 
sion but any one desirous of getting specific instances will, I am sure, be 
able, with a little intelligence, to find some instances out if he watches 
the activities of the Civil Supplies Department in its various sections, 
particularly in the Textiles, Movements and Boat-Construction Sections as 
also in the Communications and Works Department. My friends might 
be feeling unhappy for my mentioning Bengal alone in this connection as 
encouraging corruption. Sir, while speaking in the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly I make a special plea for Bengal because I love my province 
most and I want Bengal and the Bengalees to stand up as an example for 
any other province. I have got in my possession an instance in which 
one of the highest officers of the Government of India appears to have taken 
Jo corrupt practices. I have got a report that the Department of Civil 
Supplies of the Government of India contemplates the opening of certain 
model shops for selling stationery goods at controlled prices. Several shops 
were under scrutiny and examination and then all of a sudden 1 got the 
report that the Controller-General of Civil Supplies, Government of India, 
one Mr. Desai, had selected a shop at 55, Canning Street, of the name of 
Messrs. C. Shnmabhai & Co., partners of which are Messrs. Shamabhai 
and ( 'handuldiui Patel which was established in April, 11)4*1, and wcie 
dealing in tea alone. I went there to see the nature of the shop and there 
was no stationery shop at all, and they said that they were going to open 
the stationery section of their tea shop from 1st March next. 1 invite 
the members of the European party and others to go there and see the 
place afid satisfy themselves how Mr. Sobhan’s department is going to 
select or accept the selection of this shop as a model shop. This shop was 
selected by Mr. Desai evidently because Mr. Shamabhai comes from the 
same province as Mr. Desai himself. It is not that I intend to invite the 
attention of honourable mem tiers to corruption in Bengal alone; there is 
corruption everywhere. But when I went to different parts of India evepr- 
where the talk w r as that we are corrupt and I want this House to nealise 
all that it means. I want every section of the House to see that the fair 
name of Bengal may be restored and re-established untarnished). The 
malpractices encouraged or connived at by the higher authorities have 
spoilt almost every section of the officials — high and low — and the greatest 
disaster that has happened to this province is the thorough breakdown of 
the moral backbone of the services and the Ministry. 


While Bengal is groaning under poverty, malnutrition, famine, and 
epidemics and while many a beneficent scheme had jto be postponed and 
abandoned for want of funds or encouragement by Government .the Ministry 
has sought to keep itself in power through a liberal pampering of the 
members of the Leglslature^ especially of the Government party members. 
While officers under the Crown have been granted dearness allowances of 


10 per cent, to 15 per cent, only the Assembly and Council Members’ salaries 
a n d allowances have been sought to be enhanced by 33 per cent, and 25 
per cent, and that too with retrospective effect. In addition to such emolu- 
mqnjs a large number of Government’s supporters in the districts have 
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been given various contracts either in .the construction of boats or in the 
distribution of cloth, yarn, salt, sugar and other essentials or in setting 
up so-called rehabilitation and relief centres whose accounts are hardly 
ever submitted properly or scrutinised. It is no wonder that these watch- 
dogs of public interests in their turn will wink at the all-India tours of 
the Moslem League members in the Ministerial high command at public 
expense or at the provision of a special residence for the Premier of Bengal 
shifting the Commissioner of the Presidency Division to a house reported 
to have been purchased by a stalwart of the Moslem League, even at such 
u time when, apart from dire financial stringency, it is difficult to secure 
even a bag of cement or a cubic foot of timber or a pound of steel for 
setting in order flood and cyclone affected rural schools and hospitals. 

To cover up all the sins of corruption and patronage and to boost the 
activities of the Ministerial coterie the Publicity Department of the Govern- 
ment has been reorganised last year involving the setting up of an elaborate 
publicity machinery, almost a parallel Government at enormous cost — 
six to nine lakhs of rupees per year — and this commitment has been made 
during the last post-budget period over the heads of the Legislature. In 
addition to this measures have been and are being taken up to keep “big 
business”, particularly the Euiojwan interests, satisfied and undisturbed 
through unholy pacts regarding the maintenance of maximum prices of 
jute, liberal commission for work done by big business as agents of Gov- 
ernment without calling for tenders and without attempting to ascertain 
the lowest cost at which such work could be secured, postponing nationali- 
sation of public utility concerns like electricity ami tramways and last, bui 
not the least by occasional appointments of non-official European business- 
men to hold high offices over the heads of experienced and more dependable 
ci.il sen ants or Indian non-officials. Yet another eye-wash is the appoint- 
ment of so-called exerts — mainly foreign — and the invariable extension 
of the services of all superannuated Enro|>ean officers. 

Im inti educing the Budget the lion’ hie Mr. Goswami has taken pride in 
securing the services of Mr. L. K. Elmhirst as our Agricultural Adviser. 
We congratulate him on this achievement if the credit is really due to him, 
but we are yet to see bow fur Mr. Elmhirst will be in u position to give a 
new turn to the course of events in the Government of Bengal. He laughs 
bes t who laughs last. 

Simihu pride has been taken in securing the eo-ojieration of Professor 
1\ L\ Mahalanobis in connection with the preparation of Crop Statistics 
and setting up of the Provincial Statistical Bureau. I have great respect 
for the Indian Statistical Institute and I wish Government well in their 
endeavour to secure the help of that institution in connection with statistical 
investigations. But I must here warn Government against too much 
optimism. May we know where the made-to-order statistics of rice produc- 
tion in Bengal which Professor Mahalanobis produced after securing a grant 
of about lis. 3 lakhs in 1943-44, now stands, on the basis of which Govern- 
ment declared sufficiency of food production in 1943-44 ? May I also enquire 
what has happened to the note prepared by the Statistician attached to the 
Director of Civil Supplies' own office who criticized the note of Professor 
Mahalanobis and pointed out that it was merely a paraphrase of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture's statistics, investigations and results? Have the 
Government obtained the details of procedure adopted in the collection of 
primary data through “random sampling" in course of that statistical 
enquiry and have they obtained the accounts? So far as those accounts 
are concerned, I have heard very unhappy reports about Professor Maha- 
lanobis V. affairs. I would ask Government to make proper investigations 
into the money handed over to him — how he spends that amount, whether 
tiny of his houses are being b^ilt out of the same or not. 

6 
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Pride has also been taken in the proposed Government Cattle-breeding 
Centre in the Nadia district. It is reported in this connection that in the 
tbanas of Chakdaha and Haringhata in the Nadia district and Amdanga 
in the 24-Parganas district about 8 to 10 miles east of Kanchrapara, nearly 
40 villages are threatened with peremptory evacuation of the poor culti- 
vators and tenants, many of whom have been evacuees from the militarily 
acquired areas to the west and north of Kanchrapara. Before we can give 
our blessings to this proposed Cattle-breeding Station, we want to be 
convinced that no unnecessary hardship is caused to the poor cultivators 
and tenants of the area and that proper arrangements are made either to 
absorb them in the cattle farming work or to get them settled in a suitable 
area outside the proposed station on payment of adequate compensation. 
Let us not create more destitutes by governmental action in 1945. 

Another post-budget decision, namely, the appointment of the Bengal 
Administration Committee under the chairmanship of Sir Archibald Row- 
lands, involving an expenditure of more than a lakh of rupees already, has 
been trumpeted as a great achievement. Here also I would ask the House 
to hold its opinion in patience for some time more. Such Committees have 
invariably been appointed in the past mainly to strengthen the steel-frame 
on the eve of any constitutional advance and the questionnaire that this 
Committee has sent out to certain persons reveals the same mentality of 
how to strengthen the steel-frame and how’ to get them out of the bounds 
or interferance, as they allege, of the democratic Legislature and the 
Ministry. 

The clandestine alliauce that the Ilon’ble Mr. Goswami entered into 
with some desperate power-seekers in 1 94H has had the first illicit issue of 
the famine under the tune of ihe European band party and such unholy 
connection can only further breed devastation, epidemics and debilitation. 
Mr. UoHwami and his colleagues have only to thauk themselves for this 
achievement and no excuse in the name of war or unforeseen events will 
wipe off from their hands the guilt of accentuating, if not actually creating, 
the famine of 194)1-44 that swept away more than 30 lakhs of our population. 
Posterity also will not spare, 1 hope, the regime that is saddling Bengal 
with burdens of taxation and debts which will make it difficult, if noj 
impossible, for Bengal to win her rightful place in India and the world. 

Bengal lies prostrate and her people are calling out piteously for help. 
Thev badly need food and nourishment. Our motherhood and sisters are 
hartily able to get a piece of cloth to cover their shame. The children 
Tequire milk and nutrition. The sick are crying for medicines. Epidemics, 
smallpox and cholera are now stalking the land. A new menace in the 
form of atrocities to the civil population by members of the military per- 
sonnel is fast developing unchecked. Men, women and children are 
dishonoured in their houses and streets and callously being run over by 
“special types of lorries“ in the streets of Calcutta and suburbs and not 
being satisfied with all these, the Governor of Bengal has recently started 
a campaign to collect the young women of jthe province for an alleged work 
to relieve the military hands in certain offices under the organisation called 
W.A.C.(l). Sir, so far as we are aware, there is enough unemployment 
amongst young men in Bengal still and we cannot conceive of the special 
work the girls o! Bengal can do that these boys would not be able to perform 
and why is it necessary to send out special invitations through Principals 
who do not know that their nirmes were associated to tea parties and dances 
and festivals to collect these young girls together and to convince them 
of the utility of joining this W.A.C.(I) movement. Surely the emoluments 
that *re proposed to be given to the girls and the very comfortable housing 
and other amenities that are proposed to be given would attract hundreds 
of young men still available and unemployee. If the work to be done 
is of such a nature as is proposed to be done, then I am sure women could 
be -spared and there are enough unemployed young men in Bengal still to,* 
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take up the job. Sir, presumably there is some other motive behind it 
which I would not like to go into. The situation amounts to & great 
national calamity and calls for national handling. 

Sir, I would not like to detain the House longer. We find that in .the 
background we have got the flowers of our society beginning from our 
respected countryman Sarat Chandra Bose and several other members of 
the Legislature and hundreds of workers still detained without trial. Civil 
liberties had been trampled and still continue to be trampled recklessly in 
various parts of the province. Although J apau has been fairly well defeated 
and a large part of Burma has, as is alleged, been cleared of the Japanese 
menace, still these unfortunate members of our House and valuable members 
of society are rotting in jail. We demand that they be released forthwith. 
We further demand that the Government do make sincere and honest 
attempt to set up a national council for handling the problems of rehabili- 
tation and relief. We demand that the situation calls for an all-out effort 
to rebuild Bengal. I have been calling on every section, Sir, to join their 
hands together to build Bengal. 1 appeal to the House through you, Sir, 
that the atmosphere in the budget session be so created that we ran work 
together with the common purjxise of building Bengal and of rluiming for 
Bengal the rightful place that is hers. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH 8EN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in presenting the 
budget for 1945-40 Bengal’s Finance Minister has attempted to cheer up 
the drooping spirit of GO millions of Bengalees who are weighed down under 
poverty and hunger, misery and degradation. The llon’ble Mr. T. 0. 
Goswami was at one time a student at Oxford and must have, therefore, 
a keen admiration for one of England’s ablest statesmen, Mr. Gladstone. 
It is said of Mr. Gladstone that be eould tune music into figures. The 
IJon’ble Mr. Goswami must have tried to emulate that distinguished states- 
man while presenting his budget before the Bengal legislature the other 
day. Perhaps he has been a victim of his own delusion or of self-com- 
placency. Being comfortably placed in the ministerial guddy lie could not 
perhaps realise that the picture as presented by him meant a glim story 
that depresses the hearts of his fellow countrymen. Tho revenue deficits 
have risen to staggering figures. In 1948-44 the deficit exceeded Hs. J 
ci ores in spite of the subvention of au equal amount from the (Vntre. In 
the current year the deficit is expected to come up to Rs. 11 (’lores although 
t he Government of India have made subvention of Us. 7 crores. The 
estimates for 1945-40 place this deficit at Its. 8 crores. The Finance 
Minister eould not however tell the House whether the Government, of India 
would come to the aid of the province in the next year too. In the current 
year the revised estimates show’ the revenue receipts at Its. JO crores, i.e., 
Rs. 14 crores higher than the budget figure. If the expenditure on account 
of the conditions arising out of the war and the famine, which amounts .to 
Rs. 29 crores, is taken out of the picture, the total expenditure on all other 
accounts comes up to Rs. 18 crores. In the next vear if the expenditure 
en account of the abnormal conditions of war and famine amounting to 
Ks 18 crores is not taken into account, the total normal budget would be 
something like Rs. 19 crores. These sums are practically 1$ times the 
normal budget of the province in pre-autonomy days. It is, therefore, 
only natural for the people to enquire whether while they are paying more 
taxes the Government are rendering services in a qvtd pro quo basis. The 
uncovered debt position of the province is also Incoming increasingly 
serious inasmuch as the amount would stand at over Rs. 19 mores at the 
end of 1945-40. These figures indicate a bleak and dreary future for the 
province The picture is a grim one. The Finance Minister has no doubt 
attempted to link his leaky boat of finance with the plans of reconstruction 
and programme of rehabilitation so rosily drawn before the House. But 
in spite of his attempts at embellishments he could not hide the griraness 
of the picture. In usual course the demands for grants will be made and 



74 


GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[20th Feb., 


with a subservient legislature the Ministry will not have to encounter much 
difficulty in getting them sanctioned. But does the smooth passage of the 
Budget ensure its quality? Does this signify that all is well with the 
people of the province and nothing is wrong with its finances? A dis- 
passionate and critical study of the Budget would however tell a different 
story. 

Even if it is assumed that there hus been no jugglery in figures the 
amount of losses on the trading operations of the Government has been 
staggering. The original estimates provided for a loss of Rs. 3£ crores in 
11)43-44 and of Its. 5 crores in 1344-45, a total of Rs. crores over 
the two years. But the present estimates place the total of such losses at 
nearly Its. IT crores for the same period, i.e. } Rs. crores over and above 
the estimates originally made by the Government. When the Government 
made their original estimates they must have based their calculation on 
the losses that would accrue as a result of the difference between their 
purchase prices and prices at which these goods were sold to the public. 
They must have made out a schedule in advance. Their calculation also 
must have included a certain percentage on account of losses due to deterio- 
ration in stocks. Moreover, in the year 1943 when the famine was at its 
acutest, theie had been causes for such los.se.>. But in the year 1941 when 
even according to the Government there was no famine, and the Government 
bud got a grip over the entire foodgrains trade in the province, including 
their procurement ut prices below the ceilings fixed by them and their sales 
to the public ut certain fixed prices, the basis could not have far exceeded 
the estimated sum. The ceiling prices of rice m 1944 ranged between 
Rs. 14 anti Us. 10 while the Government were actually able to purchase rice 
at about Us. 12 in certain districts. At the same time the Government* 
selling prices ranged between Us. 15 and Rs. 16. it is, therefore, not 
understandable how the Government could have incurred such huge losses 
unless these were occasioned by damaged stocks. Thus it will be seen that 
huge quantities of foodgrains had to be either destroyed or sold *at very 
low prices for non-edible purposes, resulting in a total loss to the extent 
of Rs. 8$ crores. In spite of repeated requests bv the public and ulso the 
members of this House the Government have been maintaining a stolid, 
silence over information relating to the actual quantities of foodgrains that 
had to be destroyed or sold out as cattle food or fertiliser, due to deterio- 
ration in quality. Then figures would however suggest that something 
like 1 cron* mauuds of foodgrains had had to lie thus disposed of by the 
Government during the last two years. This has been largely the result 
of go\enimental inefficiency and bungling in managing the affaiis. Nothing 
could be more deplorable than that so much of foodgrains were denied .to 
the people at a time when men in thousands were dying for want of a 
morsel of food. In the coining year the loss on account of trading opera- 
tions of the Government lias been placed at Rs. 5^ crores. But 1 fail to 
understand how such a loss could at all occur when the Government are 
purchasing rice at a price ranging between Rs. 10 and R 9 . 12 and selling 
the same to the j»eople at over Us. 14 or Rs. 16 thus retaining to themselves 
a clear margin of Rs. 3 to Rs. 4 per mauml as gross profit. We have yet 
to kuow that the Government have been selling rice at anything like Rs. 8 
to 1U. 10 per maund anywhere in the province, for the benefit of the poorer 
sections of the community. The reason for such a huge loss has therefore 
to be sought elsewhere. Either the Government have carried forward the 
loss from (he current year or they have not even now learnt by the bitter 
experience of the recent past.* In a statement of indebtedness of the 
province appended to the speech of the Finance Minister, it has been shown 
that the value of stocks of foodgrains other than wheat now standing at 
Be. 47 crores at the end of 1944-45 would mount up to over Its. 64 crores 
at the end of the next year. This would happen in spite of the fact that 
the Government stocks would fall in value as a result of further reduction 
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in sale prices in order to accelerate the offtake by the people and also to 
prevent deterioration through long storage and to release sufficient storage 
sj^aces for the new crop. The quantity in the hands of the Government 
would therefore be practically double than what they now possess. In recent 
months there has been an improvement in the war situation. The eastern 
theatre of war has been wished far into the heart of Burma. It is quit® 
piobable that the war will terminate soon. The reconquest of Burma also 
holds out the hope for an improved food situation. When we have left 
behind the dark days of 1943 and conditions are again tending towards 
normal, it is really surprising that the Government should have been acting 
in the opposite direction and is trying, so to sav, to move against tide. 
Instead of gradually restoring normal channels of trade, they are seeking 
to make further inroads into the trading activities of the people thereby 
ousting them from their normal avocations. A time will surely arrive when 
the Government will have to face the problem of disix>sal of such huge 
stocks of foodgrains, and when the people will have little urge to buy from 
the Government stocks. It saddens one bo think of the amount of losses 
which the Government will incur at that stage — losses which are bound to 
throw the provincial finance into the melting pot of rack and ruin. 

Next to food, clothing is a hasic necessity of life. The situation in 
resj>ect of cloth supply in Bengal is equully bad like that of food, dust as 
there had been food fainiue in 1943. signs are not wanting that there will 
be a cloth famine in the province in no time unless determined efforts am 
made by the administration to improve the situation. That Bengal’s quota 
ol cotton cloth is hardly adequate goes without saying. While provinces 
like Bombay and Punjab could persuade tbe Central Government to allocate 
their quotas on the basis of a higher yardage of cotton cloth per head, the 
failure of the Bengal Government to secure quota on an equivalent basis is 
only a reflection on their efficiency and earnestness. The system of distri- 
bution also leaves much to be desired. While many of the normal traders 
in the textile business have been thrown overboard, the selection of untried 
businessmen for distribution can hardly he regarded as a compliment to 
the Government. W hether in Calcutta or in mufassal it is only with 
extreme difficulty that one can procure a pair of dhooti or mree now-a-days, 
and even that at a price much above the tex-marked retail price. Unless 
tilings are mended now, the cloth situation in the province is threatening 
to become scandalous like food famine of 1943. 

Mr. Goswami has tried to bamboozle the public by making a flourish of 
his plan of reconstruction and programmes for rehabilitation. He has 
waxed eloquent over the series of measures that are being tried to be 
implemented by a hard working administrative machinery. He has said 
that the real bottleneck to the nation-building activities is not finance but 
ti ained personnel. One of the reasons for tins lack of staff not competent 
enough to carry, on the work of administration in these difficult days is 
to be found in the methods of recruitment to Government services which 
are being used by the Ministry that be as an instrument of party politic# 
designed to keep themselves intact in power bv distribution of patronage. 
It certainly ill behoves the Government now to lament over the lack of 
coinj>etent men. It has also been said that an enquiry committee with 
Sir Archibald Rowlands, the Finance Member Designate to the Government 
of India, has been investigating with a view to renovate Bengal’s adminis- 
trative machinery. Mr. Goswami has therefore eximtiated the need for 
finding experts and more experts, mostly imported staff. It is a Door 
compliment to the manhood of this province that the Government had to 
go as far as New Zealand to import an expert in dairy and poultry fanning. 
But the conditions in Bengal vary so widely from those obtaining m 
countries from which these experts have been imported that it is extremely 
doubtful whether any useful "result will materialise therefrom. 
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' We are not certain when this business of importing experts will stop 
and .tbe real work of nation-building and rehabilitation will begin in right 
earnest. 

Although no new measure of taxation has been proposed, the Govern- 
ment are however considering possibilities of augmenting revenue by new 
imposts. We have been assured that Bengal’s complete “case” has been 
placed before the Central Government by the Finance Minister and His 
Excellency the Governor. The Government of India may share the trading 
losses with the Bengal Government or may give some doles for the rehabi- 
litation of this war-torn province. But to expect that the foundations of 
the Niemyer Award will be adjusted to ensure a more satisfactory settle- 
ment even in the midst of war is either to delude oneself or to hoodwink 
the public. These are questions vitally affecting the Indian Constitution 
and are therefore not likely to he taken up now by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. This apart, it is immaterial to the House that the Finance Minister 
had the support of His Excellency ihe Governor in placing the case of the 
province before the Centre. He must not have dragged the sacred name 
of the Governor to prop up his own defence. But the Finance Minister 
has considered it necessary, perhaps prudent, to keep back from the House 
the entire brief which he prepared on behalf of Bengal. Or, is it due to 
the fact that the Finance Minister has supplicated for an es gratia grant 
from the Centre P The House has ihe right to know the exchange of notes 
that has passed between the Bengal Government and the Government of 
India. 


The Finance Minister has prided that there has been no famine in 1944 
due to careful planning and the effective execution of the threefold pro- 
gramme of production, procurement and distribution of food. But whatever 
little achievement has been made, the credit can hardly be claimed by the 
Bengal Government and should in all fairness go to the Centre. Even now 
the price of rice is three times more than what it had been before the war. 
Even today there are thousands of families who live on tbe verge of star- 
vation. If the rise in the mice of rico has !>oen kept in check, those of 
vegetables and fish, milk ami oils, have been skyrocketting to such levels as 
are beyond the reach of the common man “Grow More Food” campaign has 
helped to swell the Budget but how far it will swell the actual supplies in 
the market still remains an unknown quantity. Even now men and women 
are dying in thousands for want of food. Diseases in epidemic form are 
raging throughout the province. Destitutes are roaming in thousands. 
Women are selling their honour for a morsel of food. There can be no 
surer indictment of the failure of the Government to tackle the situation, 
especially as, when according to their own admission, the finance is not 
the bottleneck. I am, therefore, constrained to observe that even given 
the requisite trained personnel, the present Ministry, deriving as they do 
their sustenance from communalism, cannot rise above petty and sectional 
considerations and shape their plan and policy on an appreciation of .the 
larger needs of the province. In an abnormal time like the present no 
Party Government can rise equal to the task and lead on the province in 
its upward march of progress. It is only a Ministry based on the willing 
support and eo-operation of all the parties that the province sorely needs 
at this hour of her trials and tribulations. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I shall make only a few observations 
and make some specific suggestions. Any student of economics would tell 
you that “deficit budgets have inflationary effects while surplus budgets 
have deflationary effects”. According to all sound canons of public finanqe 
therefore deliberate and definite attempts should be made to have surplus 
budgets during periods of inflation and deficit budgets during periods of* 
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deflation. The Bengal Government however is following just ihe opposite 
polioy. Rupees twenty-three crores of budget deficit during three years of 
inflation is more than a cruel joke, when we remember .that during these 
years there was a huge windfall increase in Bengal's revenue from various 
sources— Central subventions, share of income-tax, excise, etc. Had .the 
Government expenditure been well planned, prudent and on productive 
lines there would never have been such huge deficits. In many directions 
there has been reckless expenditure. Much of the deficit in .tho Civil 
Supplies and Communications and Works Departments is due, I say deli- 
tarately, to dishonesty. In some departments what had been essentially 
non-productive expenditure could have been easily converted into productive 
expenditure if planned with a little more imagination and public spirit. 
In the matter of relief and rehabilitation, Congress workers who have 
followed the Gandhian principle of “help through work” have been able to 
show infinitely tatter results per rupee spent than the Government sub- 
sidised organisations which give so-called gratuitous relief. 

Next, I shall say something about the tax system. The tax system in 
Bengal is becoming progressively more and more regressive and the poor 
man has* to bear a more than proportionate burden of taxes than the rich 
man Ihe employment and sales taxes are jmrtieularly objectionable from 
this standpoint and should ta removed now that the provincial receipts from 
lr come- tax have been increased substantially. However, it is very unfor- 
tunate that no serious attempts have been made to squeeze the war profiteers 
nad grab-takers. Apart from taking vigorous steps to penalise these 
people, Government should seriously consider in collaboration with the 
Central Government whether the time has not come to impose a capital 
levy on all war wealth. Our nation-building works con ta satisfactorily 
carried on only if such a levy is imposed before war time inflation is over. 
Cor this purpose and for the purpose of checking bribery and profiteering, 
Government should immediately start collecting information about all forma 
of war wealth. A register should be kept of all big transactions in gold 
bullions and higher denominational currency notes and the latter should 
be required to be re-endorsed once every year. In addition, the information 
collected by the police, Land Revenue, Income-tax as well as Excise, 
Supply and Works Departments should ta pooled together and utilised by 
a central organisation for the purpose of effective control. 

Having made these general observations, 1 will now come to some 
specific points referred to by the Hon’ble Finance Minister. The Hon’ble 
Finance Minister has given a formidable list of so-called achievements 
during his regime. First of ail, he makes the bragging statement that the 
Government have been able to redeem their pledge, viz., “there shall be 
no famine in 1944”. Facts however are to the contrary. If the Hon'ble 
Finance Minister will look up the figures supplied by Mr. Tyson, Secretary 
to the Government of India, recently in tne Central Legislature about 
mortality, he will find that he (the Finance Minister) has made a wrong 
statement. From Mr. Tyson’s figures we find that the number of monthly 
deaths in 1944 was almost the same as in 1943. There may not have been 
many deaths from starvation directly but an unusually large number of 
deaths from diseases was primarily due to under-nourishment. There was 
famine in 1944 — I say that in spite of the Hon’ble Finance Minister^ 
statement — and the complacence of the Hon’ble Finance Minister in this 
respect .is almost criminal. The Hon’ble Finance Minister next refers to 
the bottleneck of personnel to which reference has been made by my 
honourable friend Mr. D. N. Sen. In this connection may we ask what 
have the Government done in this respect to tap the indigenous sources? 
There are and were at that time many able men amongst school teachers 
and college teachers whose services could well be utilised in this direction. 
•He surely realises that this "work could have been done by them at much 
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less costs than has been done by the foreign machinery, and he must also 
admit that school teachers and college teachers being indigenous can be 
more easily acclainatised to the work than foreign experts imported from 
abroad. 

* Then he refers to the “Grow More Food” campaign. Well, we have 
referred to the subject on several occasions in the past and one question 
that I would like to put to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is this: Do 
the Government imagine that food is grown in this country in urban areas 
by English knowing people? Otherwise, why are these foolish varieties 
of publicity carried on by them? Is anything being done to ensure that 
useful information really reaches the true tiller of the soil in an intelligible 
and attractive form? 

Referring to the huge loss of 22J crores on Civil Supplies account I feel 
tempted to say that the Civil Supplies Department has not the competence 
and honesty of even an ordinary trader because in the appointment of 
officials nepotism has greater consideration Ilian business efficiency. 

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has referred to what he calls an industrial 
achievement in the province. May 1 ask what has been done for financing 
and developing cottage industries and for marketing their products? 
Nothing, I say, except &p]>ointing a few officials who try to justify their 
existence by presenting already existing industries as their own creation. 

Referring to Irrigation I should say that irrigation in Bengal is the 
worst in India; yet it is known that it is a work which improves not only 
agriculture but also communications and public health. Nothing is being 
done to renovate the canals and tanks in Eastern Bengal. Much has been 
said about road planning but surely canal planning is no less important 
[than road planning. The Hon’ hie Finance Minister has said nice things 
about the post-war planning. We know there has been a committee on 
Post-War Planning, but we do not know what are the achievements ot this 
Committee so far. But may I venture to suggest that in any Post-War 
Planning the main working lines should l>e towards decentralisation, rural 
development and cottage industrialisation. The main plank of work should 
be the development of rural communication, provision of cheap electric 
power in rural areas, improvement of agriculture and agricultural finance 
and marketing of agricultural products. The village school, I suggest, should 
be developed on sound lines and made the centre of rural development, 
cultural as well as economical. I would also suggest that a Public Accounts 
Committee, not of the type we have in this House but a Public Accounts 
Committee of experienced and expert auditors should be set up to examine 
(thoroughly 'the accounts of the Civil Supplies, aud Communications and 
Works, and the list of all contractors of these two departments holding 
contracts worth more than Rs. 20,000 should be placed before .the Assembly 
once every year showing therein the relationship — personal, business or 
otherwise— between these contractors and the gazetted officers of the depart- 
ments, the Ministers and the M.L.As. I also suggest that the employment 
tax should be removed. It has been said that compensation has been 
demanded from the Government of India under certain heads. May I sug- 
gest that compensation should be demanded from the Central Government 
not only on behalf of the Provincial Government but also on behalf of certain 
municipalities and district boards. The Dacca Municipality particularly 
should be given immediate financial assistance for wear and tear of roads, 
machineries, etc«, caused bv ^he military activities. Something has been 
said about fertiliser. Why could not the Bengal Government get the 
fertiliser plant to be established near Raniganj coal fields instead of near 
Dh&nbad ? 

Sir, I will not take more time of the House. It is up to the Government 
to consider whether these suggestions are worth giving effect to. 
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Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, what a wretched condition 
Bengal has been reduced to as the Budget for 1945-46 shows — receipts 
28,78,00,000 and expenditure 87 ,38,00,000. Last year our expenditure 
amounted to 47 crores of rupees nearly four times that of 1937. The burden 
of taxation falls heavily on the middle class working man. True, the rich 
pay Super Tax and Excess Profits Tax, but it is the people of this class 
who are responsible for all our trouble by under-paying the hungry raiynt'S. 
(Hear, hear!). Again, the Finance Minister states that in three years the 
Government suffered a loss of 221 crores of rupees in purchasing riot' . 
This is scandalous. (Shame, shame!) For, it means the disappearance 
of shortage of 15 million maunds of rice at Its. 15 per ninund for which 
the present Government should resign. (Hear, hear!) Fix responsibility, 
otbenvise it becomes a liability of the Jute Industry. As rice iN our 
staple food and as jute has displaced paddy 1 would like 20 minutes to 
speak on this subject of vital public importance. 

This war with the loss of Burma has definitely shown us that Bengal 
cannot feed its people. Thousands and thousands have died in conse- 
quence. The masses have been reduced to such poverty that they are 
practically beggars. They could not even purchase their meagre fare 
when wheat products were imported from the Punjab because the wage 
of millions of our people is reckoned at about one anna per day per man 
(shame, shame!). This astounding fact I shall prove. The middle 
classes have found it a problem to live, while some of the rich have been 
in their element adding to their riches on the death struggles of the 
dying poor. (Hear, hear!) This war has done more; it bus leveuled the 
fact that Bengal in growing jute was forced into a blind alley with 
regard to our fonj supplies and the shortage of food has been the cause 
of all our misciy and woe, destitution, disease and death. (Hear, 
hear !) 

It is a well known axiom “Every actiou has a reaction" oi better 
still as Emerson puts it “Every excess causes a deficit**. To grow jute 
and bold the world's monopoly, to defy competition in manufacturing 
hesssian and gunny cloth as the cheapest wrapping and packing material 
in the world it is necessary to acquire over three million acres of good 
paddy lands. Feitilc lands which could yield over 30 million imiunds of 
rice and feed a population of 50 million human souls as Bengal is at 
present doing by rationing and further, Sir, it is necessary that millions 
of our countrymen he kept in bondage on semi-starvation diet with no 
food for livestock and poultry to supplement their earnings. Therfoie, 
Sir. their position is worse than that of slaves. The capitalists find if. 
cheaper to hire labour than to own it, because slaves have to lie fed, 
clothed, housed and given medical attention, and all this cannot he done 
on one anna per day per capita. (Cries of “hear, hear” from the Opposi- 
tion benches.) Therefore by stratagem the men were by degrees starved 
and compelled to surrender their fair paddy lands for jute and we 
have lost the substance for the shadow. 

The plan of attack seems to have been as follows: first to dump nee 
into Calcutta and to form a glut in the market, then to advumc inning 
to those in distress and next to fix terms demanding jute crops instead 
of rice, with the result livestock and poultry could not survive and so 
the cottage industries of milk, ghee or butter, eggs, poultry and meat 
would be lost for ever and raiyat* ruined, and brought under subjection, 
no longer independent aud free. 

The jute merchants need betwen three and four million acres of good 
paddy lands because they have to produce between 45/60 million maunds 
of jute. Otherwise countries like Java, Mesopotamia, Portuguese East 
Africa and Argentina where jute can be grown would come in to compete 
with them. But, Sir, never at our producing rates but at our export 
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rata# which often reach Rs. 24 to Rs. 30 per maund. Then to ward off 
foreign competition, down comes the price of exported jute to about 
Rs. 12 to Rs. 15 per maund and who suffers — not the merchants but the 
poor Bengal raiyats. (Cheers from the Opposition benches.) They are 
squeezed and have to sell at cheaper grates. Their income of one anna 
per head was quite in order when Bengal had full and plenty of livestock 
and poultry and when cowries and the 12 pies to the anna had purchasing 
power. 

Mrs. Fay, an Anglo-Indian lady of Society, in 1780 stated that a 
whole sheep cost only two rupees. A lamb one rupee. 


Sir, in growing pat and not bhat a people once blessed with full and 
plenty in a most fertile land, a country so to say, flowing with milk and 
noney has been reduced to want and disease in a wilderness of jute which 
reminds us of Coleridge's “Rime of the Ancient Marine” instead of 
‘‘Water, wafer everywhere, not a drop to drink” we have “pot, pat every- 
where not a particle to eat.” (“Hear, hear” from Opposition benches.) 


Sir, with paddy the people could keep their livestock and poultry 

and carry tin a sort of cottage industry in milk, yhee or butter, eggs, 

poultry and meat and be a free and happy people. But, Sir, within the 
last hundred years, our paddy lands have been converted into jute lands. 
First it was gradual and hardly perceptibfe then by leaps and bounds and 
now wheu we witness the climax we find at what a sacrifice, what a 
ruthless destruction to benefit a tew. Rice was imported not only from 
Burma but also from Siam and Indo-China, to supply Ceylon, the Middle 

East and Africa and this aided as a deterrent to grow* paddy. Then the 

money-lending muhajan known as thugs in business for>their ruthlessness, 
as middlemen demanded jute instead of rice from raiyats they had 
trapped and got into their clutches. What a tragedy for Bengal! It 
seems almosl a crime to have reduced ignorant raiyats to sell their birth- 
right for a mess of pottage. In short what was the use of money, when 
there was little or no food available. It was not a fair exchange. There- 
fore it was wrong in the sight of (rod. But the people in hopes of better 
days now reduced to bondage had to comply with the task-master’s orders 
and accept whatever prices were fixed for their labours. The develop- 
ment of the jute industry was rapid. From only 192 looms in 1859 it 
gradually went up to 15,213 in 1901, then it rose to 40,898 in 1921 after 
certain mills declared dividends of 200 /3(H) per cent, and, now soared to 
(>5,386 looms — no longer a blessing but a curse to Bengal. On the other 
hand, the disappearance of our livestock and poultry was as rapid for 
they could not survive on jute. Therefore milk, etc., became scarcer 
and scarcer and prices rose accordingly. No drastic steps were taken by 
the authorities to prevent milk and ghee being adulterated, because I 
suppose a little had to go a long way. 


The poor had to suffer in silence. Their general heulth had to give 
way and be exposed to the ravages of Malaria and Tuberculosis. The 
educuted middle classes found it a problem to live, there was genet al 
discontent in the country and it grew as living became more and more 
e\ pensive, domiciled European and Anglo-Indian girls had to go out 
and W'ork and today Indian girls are doing the same. Compare 
prices in 1901 — why this abnormal rise? The only explanation given is 
that the population is increasing. w This may be so, but, Sir, why have not 
the numbers of our cattle, sheep', goats, fowls, ducks and geese increased. 
Simply because thev could not survive on jute. Nature is a fond parent 
and always provides for her childreu. The birth rate has gone up in 
England and what is more that there are more male babies. But by 
working against nature, planting jute instead of paddy, our livestock and 
poultry were destroyed, and the people reduced to beggars, thousands 
and tnovsands dying of starvation. Who is responsible? 
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Now let U8 prove our ease, if we cede that the population is 60 
millions then we can safely assume that two-thirds or 40 million live hy 

K ing iute and rice. This estimate seems fair and reasonable. Jute 
yield on an average about 50 million mauuds which at Rs. 9 per 
inaund = Rs. 450 millions. Rice lands yield on an average about 30 million 
maunds at Rs. 15 per maund = Rs. 450 millions. Therefore the average 
income of 40 million people — Rs. 22-8 per annum. 

Tjct us take Rs. 2 per month; this gives us one anna per day per 
head for those millions who could not supplement their income. (Cries 
of “shame, shame” from the Opposition benches.) 

Next, let us check our exports and see from where rice and paddy 
are exported. Chittagong on the Karnuphuli adjacent to Burma exports 
rice. This port also exports livestock and poultry. Then there is 
Tutieorin in South India which exports rice to Ceylon. We also find 
that this port exports livestock. Therefore where there is a gain we find 
livestock and poultry. 

There is no doubt that the majority were sacrificed for the minority 
and today when we sum up and analyse the facts we find that we ure 
confronted with Majority Rule. What a diabolical farce. It is the in- 
vention of the worshippers of the Golden Calf. The money-making Jews 
as politicians have had a tree hand in our eounrty since the last Great 
War. What can the Twin Khwnja Ministry do for us ? Nothing. 
Can they do more than an all-parties Government P Certainly not. 
What is the common bond that can keep a nation together P Surely 
their country ruled with justice and the slogan “Each for all and all 
for each” and so our Empire. Carefully weigh the words of that Great 
Boer Jjeader Field Marshal Smuts. “If South Afncun Indians consider 
themselves as Indian Nationals then repatriate them,” in the same way 
if Jews ami othe? nationals fail to identify themselves with our country, 
they should he repatriated, otherwise they act as (dogs in the wheel of 
progress. Max Muller said that a people that can feel no pride in the 
past, in its history lose the mainstay of its natural character. When 
Hitler said that the Jews were a menace to his country, that they bled 
the nation of its wealth, I seriously ask il Jews could do otherwise in 
England and India. England better beware of the Jews. India has 
every reason to remember the Jews and the muddle they have put our 
country into over Majority Rule. Rightly has Dr. Syamaprasad Mooker* 
jee asked “If 25 per cent, of Muslims will not yield to 70 per cent. 
Hindus at the Centre, then by what right does 54 per cent, of the 
Muslims rule 44 per cent. Hindus in Bengal.” Sir, bv the right of 
Jewish Logic and Scheming, by Force and Retaliation. An eye for an 
eye and a tooth for a tooth. In the same way Anglo-Indians and 
Domiciled Europeans were declared as Indians, under Victoria 33 and 
yet they were removed from the various services to make room for other 
Indians when so-called Iudianising came into force. What benignant 
justice for the strong but absolute injustice for the weak. 

Sir, consider the large sums of money spent to transform semi-desert 
lands into fertile fields. The Sukkur Barrage in Sind and the Sutlej 
Valley project in the Punjab cost over 42 crores of rupees. 

The revenue from our jute exports yield annually 4 crores of rupees. 
Therefore the Bengal raiyatt paid the cost of these two irrigation schemes 
within the last 10 years and what is more the Governmnt gets an annual 
income of nearly 3 crores of rupees from the money so invested. One 
wonders if the Punjab hastened to save Bengal and if not who was res- 
ponsible. Nevertheless the cries of the children of Bengal have gone up 
to heaven for we find that our Australian Governor has been touched 
at the plight of the p^bple. His Excellency Mr. R. G. Casey said: 
“The task that faces us in Bengal is to raise the standard of living and 
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00 the standard of happiness of the people”. How Sir? Only by 
bringing clown the cost of paddy in our own country to half that of jute 
per acre. Ilis Excellency then appealed to the successful men at 
Calcutta saying that they sprang originally from one or the other districts 
of Bengal. Let me make it clear that the jute industry is not in the 
hands of the children of the soil but in the hands of those the four letlm-s 
J (j T E signify. J for Jews, U for U. K. A. Nationals and Up- 
country Muhammadans, T tor thvtjt. t in business and the Thomas Duff 
group of Mills incorporated in England and E for the European,** not 
domiciled here (laughter) referred to as “foreigners” by Sir Evelyn 
Wrench. Sir, where the Jew sets the pace others must follow or step 
out of the race. Their modus operand i to evade Excess Profits Tax is 
to issue bonus shares, raise capital and reduce profits. When a trades- 
man is found profiteering he is convicted and fined, but when a merchant 
Jew does the country down, he is bestowed with a Knighthood. Strange 
administration of Justice for the rich! No wonder it is said the “All 
Mighty Dollar”. 

Sir. the only remedy is to give the jute cultivator fair exchange tor 
his produce. Therefore rice must be produced twice as much in quantity 
per acre to make up for the deficit, and that the price per maund be 
half as cheap as that of jute and to achieve this the most scientific 
methods must he applied to our paddy lands, which means fresh capital. 

Sir, the jute industry must find this money, say, Hi crores per annum, 
simply because they did not know when to call a halt and have ruined 
Bengal. They are now working on a fU per cent, profit basis giving the 
Central Government !KU per cent, and so Mr. Walker perhaps claims: 
“They had been doing everything possible to help the War effort and 

when facts were made known they would be in the nut uie of an eye- 

opener to the world at large.” (Rui Hurendru Nath Chaudhuri : Ilear, 

hear.) Yes, Sir, when real facts are known they will he in the nature 

of an eye-opener. To appease the Government with money belonging to 
shareholders will not exoneiate them for the misery and woe brought 
on Bengal. Have not our Steel, Iron, Coal, Tea, Sugar and other indus- 
tries done us much towards war production? But they cannot 
camouflage and net. 

Sir, the jute industry is a monopoly of Bengal and as such it should 
he Government controlled. 

Further, Sir, as nearly 50 per cent, more of the jute shares are held 
by Indian investors, the Government has a right to place representatives 
on the various Boards as Directors to see that undue advantage is not 
taken by some of the agents holding up dividends, appropriating more 
than they should for depreciation and other irregularities which I have 
not the time now to deal with. The capital invested in the jute industry 
is as follows: 205 million rupees + 2$ million £s + ‘3J million dollars in 
all roughly 250 million rupees, but the Gross Block Expenditure ot the 
65,086 looms is hearly 750 million rupees. Who do you think has paid 
this extra 500 million rupees? But the unprotected Indian shareholders, 
many widow’s, orphans, pensioners and retired professional and business- 
men'. The Directors and the share brokers throw off and draw in the 
public, by starving the public and overfeeding themselves. It is as bad 
as allowing men to play with loaded dice. It is the duty of the Govern- 
ment to protect their people. The sales of our jute exports amount to 
80 to 100 crores of rupees. The profits made by some of the merchants 
are as much as the salary of the Viceroy of India Rs. 250.800 per annum, 
because the whole industry filters through TO Mills and is controlled by 
about 80 Agents (major and minor) of whom ten are of the first o«ier. 
Therefore when we come down to stern facts we find that each of these 
jute kings are responsible for the woes and misery of millions of human 
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souls, some dying for want of food at 1 anna per day per head, others 
suffering with malaria and tuberculosis with no medical attention and 
the children crying; for want of milk, mothers unalile to nurse them and 
some c'cu selling their bodies to exist. (Cries of “Shame, shame” irom 
Opposition benches.) All these evils arise from greed for money and 
power. 

v 

Sir, if the publication ot l licle lorn s Cabin" had inhumed the 
public conscience to such a state, so as to cause the Civil War in America 
and liberate the Negro slaves, if the celebrated lines ot Mrs. Browning 
the “Cry of the children" did uway with children labour of 8 and 10 in 
English factories, then, Sir, why cannot the appeal of our Australian 
Governor to the members of the Royal Asiatic Society to raise the bread 
line of the starving masses of Bengal stir this House to action, and the 
jute merchants to sympathy and reason? Let them feed the cultivators, 
give the cultivators a fair measure and bring prosperity to Bengal. Let 
our slogan tor the 4 letters JUTE signify Justice Unites The Empire. 
(Loud applause.) 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, at the 
very outset 1 congratulate the J 5th Army for liberating Akyab and the 
Ramri Island from the clutches of the enemy and thus freeing India from 
south-eastern threat after three years hard lighting. I also express deep 
gratitude to the Eriends Ambulance Unit for opening several free canteens 
particularly in the district ot Chittagong and feeding 100 orphans and desti- 
tute children in each centre supplying them with milk and vitamin pills und 
clothing. This great philanthropic work was taken up by the Friends 
Ambulance Unit when all other organisations ceased to function. They leave 
earned ever-lasting gratitude of the public. 

Now, Sir, I wish to make a lew observations as regards the administration 
of the province as a whole and particularly draw the attention' of the 
Ministers-in-charge of Revenue, Agriculture, Veterinary, Local StdMlovern- 
ment, Industry, Finance and Education. 

Revenue Department . — I pity the sufferings of a large number of people, 
whose land, buildings and houses, tanks, trees, etc., were requisitioned, 
acquired or occupied for military purposes in some cases without notice and 
preparing any record by Land Acquisition Officers of Chittagong as to the 
nature of property taken, the number of houses, tanks, etc., standing on the 
land in the town as well as in areas outside the town — price paid at Rs. 600 
per acre for land acquired in the district of Chittagong as said by the 
Hon’ble Minister, Revenue, in reply to unstarred question ;t, dated* 16th 
February, 1945, is too low as the price of laud varies in the mufassal from 
Rs. 1 ,000 to Its. 4,000 per acre. f lhis fact will be borne out if enquiry is 
made in the registration offices and it is also substantiated by the speech of 
the Hon’ble Minister, Finance. In page 14 be says that stamps and regis- 
tration fees have been substantially enhanced an<l revenue increased, this 
increase in revenue is not only due to the increase of fees on registration and 
duty on stamps but is largely due to the increase in the value of the property 
transferred by 500 per cent. The rent fixed for requisitioned land, building, 
etc., is too low in comparison with the rise in prices of foodstuffs, clothing, 
etc., and within the municipality rent has been fixed on the municipal tax 
and on the valuation of the houses and buildings, etc., which were construct- 
ed in pre-war time. Fair and equitable rent has not been fixed and paid as 
directed by the Government of India. This is the action of the local subor- 
dinate officers who in order to curry favour with their higher officers, cut the 
throats of the poor people who have been turned out of their hearth and homes 
As regards removal expenses and cost of construction of temporary houses, 
very insufficient amount was paid to each holder of a house and property in 
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comparison with that given to the people of Feni. It is really a misfortune 
to the worst suffering people of Chittagong. In some cases, compensation 
for occupation of land and buildings has not been paid for over a year and 
in some cases no record was prepared of the land taken away for extension of 
roads for military purposes. The contractors cut the road side land belong- 
ing to the public without giving any notice and compensation of any kind. 
Along the Chittagong to Teknaf road and also other roads, this zvlotrm was 
done. No one can raise any voice of protest against it. I brought these 
facts to Ihe notice ot the rlon’ble Minister, Revenue, before be visited 
Chittagong in August last but to no effect. I demand that these injustices 
should be remedied soon. 

Agriculture and Veterinary . — In connection with Grow More Food 
campaign, the Hon'bie Minister said in his budget speech “Finally, in order 
to increase the area under cultivation railway side lands are being settled 
with tenants on a temporary basis and action is being taken to bring as much 
arable waste under cultivation as possible”. This is all to the good but this 
movement has taken away all the available grazing field near about the 
villages and the dumb millions of cattle have been put on starvation as 
there is no pasture land in almost all unions. Government in their earnest- 
ness of the drive entirely forgot all about the rattle. Man has invaded the 
domain ot the cattle. In recent years the Grw More Food Campaign has 
practically robbed the cattle of their pasture. Fallows and uncultivable 
wastes have been shrunk in size. Re-afforestation measures have deprived 
the village cattle of grazing facilities to a large extent even on payment of a 
fee. Cattle today live on rationed fodder. They cry and long for freedom from 
want, want pasture and water and suitable environmental conditions. Every 
effort should be made to arrest further deterioration. The prosperity of the 
country and lives of human beings depend on cattle, no appreciable steps 
are being taken to stop cattle epidemic and to introduce mass inoculation 
against rinderpest. 1 would suggest that Government should start mass 
inoculation in Chitagong and other districts where cattle diseases occur every 
year. Besides, a veterinary surgeon should be placed in each police-station 
so that he may attend to its needs immediately Under the present system 
it takes 10 to 15 days to reach the news of epidemic to the Veterinary Officers. 
The Hon'bie Minister, Finance, in his budget speech said that “three 
experts in dairy and poultry farming from the Government of New r Zeland 
have been obtained”. This we highly appreciate bn l 1 strongly urge the 
Government, to take immediate steps to save the cattle and poultry from epi- 
demic and other diseases and provide pasture land and grazing fields first and 
then truin the people in dairy and poultry farming. Till now we have seen 
hardly any case in which cattle were saved when attacked by rinderpest and 
nothing could save them; so, the first steps should be to protect the animals 
from epidemic. 

As regards the poultry I am keenly interested in it. In part of the dis- 
trict we could not save 20 per cent, of the chickens due to Reuiket and other 
diseases. I w*rote to the Government Live-Stock Expert of Dacca Farm and 
in reply he wrote to me on 10th January, 1944, that “Reniket and chicken- 
pox are the commonest contagious diseases of poultry. But I regret to say 
that no remedy has yet been found for the former disease, although con- 
siderable research work is being pursued to find one”. Is it not deplorable 
and disappointing for poultry farmer? What w f ere the so-called experts 
doing so long? They miserably failed in finding out a remedy. Therefore 
before starting poultry farming serious attempt should be made to find out 
a remedy for these contagious disedfces. The results of any successful experi- 
ments should be widely circulated in the press and by bulletin. 

I give particular stresB in drawing the attention of Government to make 
provision for pasture land at least one in each union aud to keep in reserve 
I / 10th of the unsettled land in the village or along the side of rivers or the 
aea or those formed by accretion or by formation of new chars for common 
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muring purposes. Besides, buffaloes are not allowed to grace in the reserve 
forests in conseouence of which buffaloes are decreasing and dying for want 
of sufficient fodaer. In some parts of our country it is not posssible to culti- 
vate land without buffaloes. Therefore some tracts of the reserve forest 
should be demarcated and yearly pass be issued for gracing of buffaloes. 


Local Self-Government . — The Government has miserably failed in 
running the Chittagong Municipality efficiently and in maintaining its 
•sanitary condition. Some streets and lanes are in a horrible condition, 
refuses are not cleared. The main street running from municipal office to 
Chowkbazar is in a dilapidated condition. For the last 3 years the main 
streets are not watered. Due to heavy military traffic they hove become 
impassable. Dust blows in such n force when military lorries and cars run 
on the road that it is difficult to prevent it from being inhaled. The people 
thus contract T.B. and other diseases. 1 brought these facts to the notice 
of the officer-in-charge of the Chittagong Municipality. In reply he wrote 
to me on 12th November, 1943, that “The military lorries are supposed not 
to use this road. The road should be improved iu due course. We are minus 
our watering lorries'*. It is not a tact that military lorries arc not using 
this road but on the contrary they are constantly using it. Chittagong 
District Bar Association brought these facts by a resolution passed at its 
meeting of the 13th November, 1944. to the notice of the authorities but to 
no effect. 1 also tabled a question in the last session on 21st November, 
1944, but got no replv as yet. I request His Excellency the Governor of 
Bengal thiough this House to pay a sui prise visit to Chittagong and see the 
deplorable sanitary condition of the town and set at rest the inefficient muni- 
cipal administration. 


Sale l a.r on Lungis. — Several members of the Legislatures represented 
to the Government for exempting lungi* up to the value of Its. 4 or below 
iroin salt* tax. In reply the Secretary said that if lungis remain in than 
consisting of 4 or 5 pieces and price of the thorn is above Its. 4 even though 
it is the production of handloom, tax is to he paid. Lungin are not used 
for military purposes and sold readymade. This tax on lungi touches the 
pockets of very poor people. It is nothing but a technicality of interpreta- 
tion of the word “Lungi". The word lungi means a piece of cloth measuring 
3-4$ cubits each and if the price is Its. 4 or below it is exempted from the 
tax. A than of 8-ff yards in length was never contemplated iu the Act. For 
convenience of transport and facility in selling wholesale generally a than 
of 8 to 9 yards is made by weavers; so, it is improper to levy sale tax on 
lungi even if it remains in than. A whole than cannot be used as lungi 
unless it is cut into pieces. Therefore it is clear that sale tax should be 
levied on each piece if the price is above Rs. 4 and not on than. I therefore 
strongly urge the Government to reconsider their interpretation and exempt 
the lungi* from taxation if the price of each piece is Kb. 4 and below. 
Gamcfuu measuring 4-5 cubits which are worn by the poor women have not 
been included in the exemption list. This should be done. 


Industry . -^Continually from year to year we are representing to the 
Government the necessity of opening depot of mill yarns, dye-stuffs and 
chemicals to save the handloom weaving industry but to no effect. Since 
the war began the poor weavers have been suffering in many ways and are 
hardly able to make two ends meet. Even after control of yarn they are not 
gettinff sufficient stock to keep their looms running, I therefore strongly 
urge Government to keep up their promises given on several occasions 
in reply to the questions. Depots should be opened in each district head- 
quarters and m important weaving centres. It is very regrettable that only 
1 man has got license to sell dye-stuffs and chemicals at Chowmohani for 
Chittagong and Noakhali, but none in Chittagong. 

Education .— On behalf of the people of Chittagong I expreu mv deen 
Hoo’ble Min'eter Education, and Mr. fi. M. Stuart? 
District Magistrate of Chittagong, for their kind help in maintaining the 
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Government College at Chittagong for the benefit of the poor local students 
though Chittagong was threatened by Japanese bombing. I also express my 
sincere gratitude to Mr. M. M. Stuart for helping the reopening of the 
Collegiate School which was defunct for the last 3 years due to war by re- 
moving the Fire Brigade from its present building in spite of their violent 
protest and making it over to the Collegiate School with a spacious ground. 
This is no doubt very creditable on his part. By his activities in further- 
ance of education he so endeared himself to the people that the public of 
Fatehabad to commemorate his name have established a dispensary and 
named it “Stuart Charitable Dispensary, Fatehabad” for which they contri- 
buted Rs. 11,000. With these few observations I close my speech. 

(kt this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 


Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Sir, I congratulate the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister for his clear exposition of the actual financial position of 
the province in his budget speech. He has courageously presented the lucid 

e Lre of the country before the House. The presentation of the deficit 
et in this crisis time is not at all surprising but his manner of squar- 
ing it out without imposition of further taxation on the people is really 
praiseworthy and deserves admiration from all sections of t lie House. 

The first question that comes to our mind is the food problem of the 
province. The unhappy incidents of the famine of 1943 with its grim 
picture, which took away thousands of lives are still vivid in our minds. 
The food position with the introduction of rationing in some parts and 
exereise of price control has no doubt been considerably improved — tbe 
prices have come down to a large extent but still they are far beyond the 
buying capacity of general masses. But, Kir, the malpractices, mis- 
management and the corruption that are continuing in the Food Com- 
mittees — the agents for distribution in the rural areas seriously engage the 
attention of the public. I apprehend serious* result will come out of it if 
proper check is not put on it. Most of the Food Committees have been 
formed without proper representation of the minority communities like 
Scheduled Castes. Many of the General Committees and most of the 
Executive Committees have been formed with total exclusion of the re- 


presentatives of them and as a result very few amongst them have been 
selected as dealers for distribution of foodstuffs and in many places they 
are being deprived of their proper share in the distribution of commodities. 
In addition to this the unfair treatment of the local officers like Develop- 
ment Assistant and Assistant Inspectors who are concerned with them 
cannot be overlooked. 1 come from the district of Palma. Members of the 
•Scheduled Castes from different localities there approach me every now and 
then with complaints of this sort of unjust and unfair treatment that is 
being done to them. Every now and then we have been getting informa- 
tion about corruption in the matter of their administration of the Food 
Comraitees with which they are connected. Some of these cases were also 
brought to the notice of the authorities but little or no steps appear to have 
been taken. The poor classes of people are getting no relief and their 
sufferings are increasing day by day. If this sort of administration is 
allowed to be continued without rectification, I am afraid, that will worsen 
the situation of the rural areas. 


Now, Sir, as a member of the Scheduled Castes the next question that 
engages my attention is about the appointments under the Government and 
the communal ratio rules for the same. I am going to reiterate the old 
subject. By communal ratio 16 per cent, of the appointments have been 
reserved for the Scheduled Castes though they should get more according to 
population basis and they also from time to time place their demand before 
the Government to this effect, yet we are grateful to the Government for this 
reservation of posts. The Government have fixed the communal ratio in ihe 
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matter of appointments but they have no proper machinery to look after 
whether that ratio is carried into action. The matter will be more Manned 
if I cite the action of the Civil Supplies Department of the Government. 
Thousands ot officers are taken in there to run the administration and still 
there are many to be recruited. It is a matter ot great regret that members 
from the Scheduled Castes receive no tair consideration there. The requisite 
number of Scheduled Castes have not vet been taken in and the reasons 
assigned thereof that candidates from Scheduled Castes with proper quali- 
fications are not available. But 1 can emphatically say that that is not at 
all true. It is within my personal knowledge that many Scheduled Caste 
graduates and qualified candidates who applied through me were not even 
granted interview by the Department, not to speak of their appointments. 
Manv candidates from the non-Scheduled Castes with less ouulificutions have 
got lucrative appointments whereas candidates from Scheduled Castes with 
requisite or higher qualifications were refused such appointments. This is 
the treatment meted out towards this section oi tin* people. 

Sir, I like to give the House a specific incident that took place in connec- 
tion with a Schedule Caste appointment in the Palma .Judge's Court. A few 
days hack applications were invited only from Scheduled Castes to appear at 
a competitive examination, on the result of which they were to he enlisted 
in the waiting list. One of the imposed conditions was that the applicants 
must have a certificate as to the communities they belong to from a gazetted 
officer. The Scheduled Caste candidates could not produce any certificate 
from any gazetted officer at the time of the interview but they produced 
them from local M.L.As. The appointing authority got annoyed and 
refused them to sit at the competitive examination. While these candidates 
in a body were ready to leave the place, suddenly good sense prevailed upon 
him ami they .were allowed to sit at the examination. If the authorities 
ha\e ulterior motive to exclude the Scheduled Caste candidates, to invent 
contrivance to serve their purpose is not difficult for them. All the candi- 
dates who were with minimum qualifications were pul to much intricate and 
difficult questions which were of no use to the office concerned. They were 
examined lor full four hours and after all they were found unfit. This is 
the treatment meted out to the members of the Scheduled Castes. 

I like to give the House another instance of injustice? that has been done 
in the matter of appointment of Scheduled Castes. It may still he fresh in 
the mind of the honourable members of the House that is just on the day 
of the beginning of the current session, in reply to the starred question 
No. 12 it was seen that GO lawyer magistrates were appointed out of which 
only G were recruited from the Scheduled Castes — less Ilian the requisite 
number according to the ratio rules although more than requisite number 
was recommend by the Public Service Commission for appointment. It is 
a matter of great sorrow* that this injustice was done by the Homo Depart- 
ment of which the Hon’ble Chief Minister is in charge. In this way, though 
there has been reservation of appointments, still this sort of injustice is 
being done to them. Sir, this is not all. When Scheduled Caste candidates 
have the good fortune of being appointed the undesirable sections and stations 
are meant for them. As a result some times they qre to give up their jobs 
or put in a most difficult position. I would request the Government to set 
up an Enquiry Committee to ascertain the truth of the matter that takes 
place witjlijpegard to the appointment of the Scheduled Castes. If this state 
of affaire Were allowed to be continued without any check, communal ratio 
rules are of no use to these people. 

Sir, next I come to the Budget of the Scheduled Castes Education Fund 
which I consider to be vitally important. The Government gave us an 
assurance about Rs. 5 lakhs to be earmarked for the education of the 
Scheduled Castes but they failed in implementing that measure. The 
.Government have provided Rs. 5 lakhs for the coming year for the education 
of the Scheduled Castes who* form one-fifth of the whole population of the 
7 
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province; no doubt, the amount, however, is much less in proportion t 
their number. Still I heartily thank the Hon’ble Finance Minister and als 
the Minister in charge of Education of the province for this provision. Bui 
Sir, when I turn to the expenditure head of the Budget I am really mortifies 
to see that though the Government have provided only Rs. 5 lakhs, arrange 
ment has been made to spend only 3 lakhs 05 thousand with the saving o 
the balance. The Scheduled Caste Education Committee in their difteren 
sittings after careful consideration prepared a scheme for 5 lakhs for th 
education of their boys and girls and submitted it to the Department for it 
acceptance, but the Department ignored it with clear tendency of saving 
without assigning any reasons. II that is the tendency of the Department 
then it is of no use to put any sum even more than R.v 5 lakhs under thi 
head. In this connection 1 cannot but mention the other drawbacks of thi 
Department that we have been noticing since the opening of the Fund in tin 
matter of the disbursement. This fund was created in the year 1938-39 
We have been noticing the same persistent mismanagement on the part oj 
the department regarding distribution. Boys and girls who are awardee 
stipends get these stipends generally after dose of the year when some gei 
their names struck off from the rolls of the registers of their schools and 
colleges and many give up their studies for want of money. Repeatedly this 
irregularity in the matter of distribution of stipends to tiie Scheduled ’Cast* 
students w*as brought to the notice of the Government but they paid little 
heed to it. I he ease of the year 1944 is met with the same effect. The 
students got their stipends for the year 1944 when the year is over. This 
action shows that either the Department is not efficient or thev have been 
purposely neglecting their own duties which are connected with the interest? 
of the Scheduled Castes. 

Sir, before I take my seat now I will say a few* words through you to the 
honourable members of the Scheduled Castes of this House. ‘ They are 
scattered here and there. There may be some differences amongst us but 
those differences may be easily closed up if we bear in mind the bigger 
interests of our community at the sacrifice of our personal ones. The Ca'ste 
Hindus are heard to say about the oppression from the Muslims and the Mus- 
lims from the Caste Hindus. But the Scheduled Castes have from both By 
this both sided pressure we are likely to lie crushed out. If we study the 
position of the Scheduled Gustos, we find in most places that thev are 
neglected and oppressed. Rescue to them will he possible only when we 
shat! be able to be united together and give a united fight. So, mv honour- 
able friends my earnest request to you is to he united together and work 
hand m hand for the liberation of our own men. 


!?• ^ r " JJPENDRA NATH EDBAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Hon’ble 
finance Minister has presented us with a deficit budget as in the past for 
the year 194, >-46 and in support of this he* has made a fine speech couched 
in elegant language with a view simply to divert the attention of the 
honourable members from its purpose ; but we the members on this side are 
not of that type. 


To take part in general discussion of the Budget and to criticise it 
thoroughly requines a su&cient time but the time allotted to me for dis- 
cussion is very short; so I shall not go into detailed discussion of the budget. 
Let me be satisfied for the present if I simply refer to some of the important 
items and some figures that have been included in the Budsret and in the 
budget speech of the Hon bl« Finance Minister. 

f.;^,rif ha lr b j1 n ,a ii ,U "* t p> e 8ad plight of the Scheduled Castes bv my 
friend Mr. Madhusudhan Sarkar; so I need not go into detail about ‘that. 

This is a deficit budget and the deficit as shown is about 8 crores in the 
coming year. If we take into account the figures of the Lt v^r th* 
present year and the next year it will be about 23 crores. 
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We cannot expect a well-balanced budget at the hand of Mr. Goswami. 
If we do so we shall be hopelessly disappointed, because be is an extra- 
vagant man and he can hardly manage his own finance. But it is an irony 
of fate that he is the Hon’ble Finance Minister of the province of Bengal 
and is placed in charge of Bengal Exchequer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Goswami is very glad to make the bold assertion or 
rather takes pride in saying that their Government have been able to redeem 
their pledge, “There shall be no famine in 1944.’* But may I ask him 
whether their Government have been able to prevent the recurrence of pre- 
ceding year’s famine in the truest sense of the term? 1 say, certainly not. 
They have simply paved the way for a bitter and more formidable famine 
in future. The victims of destitution and sickness are surely no longer 
adrift but I regret to say that they have been badly housed and have not been 
provided with good food and good shelter and medical reliel wliiuh they 
really need. 1 often hear various complaints from tlu* Superintendent* of 
“Relief Houses” or “Destitutes’ Homes" and “F.K.K. Hospitals” that t hey 
are not properly supplied with their necessary requisites even on repeated 
demands. What to speak of medical relief! Only cinchona mixture, smito- 
nine mixture and two or three other stereotyped mixtures are administered 
to the ailing patients but with no effect. The result is that the patieut is 
kept on living tor some time only with a view to ultimately fall into the 
jaws ot death. 

The provision for Famine Relief operations included in the estimates 
amounts to d crores <S5 lakhs in 1944- Id and 1 J crores in 1945-49. The sum 
is certainly quite inadequate. Whatever sum is budgeted is spent up by 
the department in salaries, in superintendence and maintenance and other 
things hut very little is left with which to improve the system of treatment 
of the sick and the destitute. 

The total provision for the free distribution of quinine and mepacrine 
amounts to 20 lakhs in the current year and 20 lakhs in 1940, which will 
appear from the Red Book. This fact I should like to visualise before the 
honourable members. While people are dying without number being 
stricken with famine and aftereffects of famine and they have no other means 
to save them from the clutches of various forms of epidemics that follow in 
its wake, the so-called kind and benevolent Government made the above 
provision for free distribution of mepacrine and quinine to indigent patients. 
The above sum of Rs. 20,00,000 for the current year is well nigh spent but 
I ask the honourable members who claim to be the true representatives of 
the country whether they know of any case of indigent patients in the 
mofassil who got either of them freely. It is obvious that very few people 
ot the mofassil know anything about the free distribution of quinine, etc. 
I think most of this huge amount has been the income of a favoured few of 
the Cabinet Members, and a little amount has been spent after the purposes. 

Provision is one thing and to make the best use of the same is another. 
The budget as it stands is satisfactory but it is misleading because it does 
not always serve the purposes for which it is meant. 

The Department of Civil Supplies has become, no doubt, a most important 
one during the war time. The cost of this department is estimated at 
crores in 1944-45 and 2 crores 75 lakhs in 1945-40. These figures, I have 
mentioned above, do not, of course, include the loss on the department’s 
trading operations. These losses are heavy and there is no justification for 
them. It was their own creation. Due to their mismanagement and niter 
negligence, foodgrains <rot decomposed and became unfit for human consump- 
tion. Here there is the loss. Who is responsible for this loss? It is 
f certainly the Ministers that’are running the administration. 
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We find that many of the staffs under this department are unnecessary 
and have no work to function. Much money has been wasted and will be 
wasted after them. The sooner some of the unnecessary staffs are discharged, 
the better for the Government and the governed. 

We find in the statement made by the Hon’ble Finance Minister that the 
Department of Fisheries has been reorganised. Perhaps in the meantime 
many posts of Deputy Directors f Superintendents, District Officers and Field 
Assistants have been created. But I ask the Hon’ble Finance Minister — 
has it in any way improved the Fisheries of Bengal although big sum of 
money has been drained out after them Has it in any way multiplied 
fishes and made them available to the people? Has it in any way improved 
the sad lot of the fishermen who have been hard hit by the Denial Policy 
adopted by the Government of Bengal? Certainly not. Then what does it 
mean 'by reorganisation while public money is being squandered away as 
such ? 

As regards livestock I like to say a few words, and then I have done. 
Wo find that a huge sum of money has been budgeted for this year and the 
next year too for the improvement of the Agriculture Department, and after 
many important schemes grouped together under the head “Grow More Food 
Campaign”. But may I ask the lion ’hie Finance Minister and the 
honourable members opposite whether it will help them in the least while 
there has been a serious dearth of cattle in the country owing to cattle 
disease, over-rate* human consumption and various other causes. Provision 
of half a crore has been made for cattle purchase loans in the Budget with 
a view to help the cultivators to procure a sufficient number of plough cattle 
for theij agricultural purposes. As the supplies are extremely scanty and the 
importing of cattle from outside the province is very limited, the serious 
depletion of the cattle population can hardly be solved in near future. So 
I am of opinion that this will give a death-blow to the satisfaetoiy improve- 
ment of the “Agriculture and Grow' More Food Campaign*’ in spite of the 
fact that there* has been sufficient sum budgeted for cattle purchase loan. 

With these few words I resume my seat. 

Mr. GIASUDDIN AAMED : TOtflb ^ 

*r<r*rfar rortw c? budget, c*ti tocs^, <t£ budgets ^TO 
TOstf (TO5 v ftnr I (Mr. Rasiklal Biswas : r** ? *Tt*tTOl fir VICOT 

<5l) 

TO rt* TO ^ 4 $ toTO TOrn^n fitnr 

congratulate TOtfH I TOfft TO W TOf? congratulation 
firo *fTO TO^TI (Mr. Atui. Chandra Sen : ^ TO t^l) 

fin faron TO, TO ^rt^sn to oj <toi bitot sms, 

TOTO a *0 C * Tffi St*l deficit budget TOtl TOCS, 0*7 CTO 

TOTO cTO, TOTOt tr fe TOr to T ®rtc^, TOTOf ^rromrt 6 !* to m fircro 

TOf, fTO 4$ oW'TO* TOt*TTO congratulate TOT fog 

TO CTO t (Mr Rasiklal Biswas: <8ffti 71, TOTO3 Minister*] c*7 TO 
c flfnpr i) TO toi tojto *n, sjc^r TOTOai 1 4TOlfon i 

TO TO rt w t TOro'fitar oto fostt*! w w r, cro fosfttt to 

TO5 toc«t to. 4 $ to *tjfir firm ^5 5ft ?n i TO 6 ! tsto 
TOTO ff l C*ICT f TOT* TO, TOTO C* TO* TO TOtTO 

TOOK 0>T* TO* TO TO <3tCTO TOW31, 4^ TOTt TOT# 

TOtC^l SfcTO TOTOffl TOCS TO I TOl ?fTO 4* 2JT*f TO C* 
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wm* vc?fac??, TO vc? ?t;?t? *ft? 80 ?v c?fa ?i cTO ^Pta? fwr® ?t?r 
rc?cw i bl? - ?? TOi totcv c? •Wj vc?fac??, TO C6CV *Nliv ^Ttfa 
?CTt cro-t TO ?r?cw fa ?i TO? TO? ?i i *fffc 4TOtar ?K?i orcl 

to? 4?* ?tto TO'vfT to? 4?* TOtr*? tocv? n ?Nt? ?t? TO? ctot 

TOT? fe<5? ?t?1 ?TO TO TOT fee® 5, C? TO TO TO5 Vfc TO, (7# 

TOfc? *ffc TOT TO <fin& TO£, cft ?TOfa ftTO TO?? TOi fa? I TO?I 

ittft tot senfa, TO$? fays? ?? c?c? <M?» ertv i fro ?$?t? ?fif?^ eft 
TOfc? fa? ?tf?v to'u TO? to, 'stwi ?p 5 , — v5*fro Sfroro *ns ?ro TOfc? 
maximum *fj cfc? fac?fac?? Sfa*f frfal I TOT? TO ?t?l TObt^t? ?CW 
TOfa TO^ ^5*t?1 ffat? TOC?? C? S$ &b!> TO C?C? CTO?t? TO TOTC?? W??t?t??, 

fact? TO, TOT ?t?t?*f. C? TO TO?? TO faiR VC?CW, Cft TO TO5, tfRs ?? 

TOTO C? *f?5 TO*? C?cTO?. $1 TOi TO TO I TO TOT ?5 C?TO fcfal 
TO?t? VWC*? c? t V? t ? TOC? I sfr TOptTOT TOl I TOTO Civil Supply TO? 
SVfrl department TO ?fcTOfc? ?T?T1 TOC??, V? ^ ??, 4$ ?#T- 

?^^T svfaf CTO? faotC^t? ?? faoUf 4*' TOT? rtTO btvf? vft TO 1 ’TO TO5 
TO TOfa? ??n ?fro facro? i fa? i sTt?i c*?cw? ?i, ?twrrtc? fctvi TOW 
fa ?1 I TO (7# W? fa^faTO TO TO CTO ?VTO TOtC?? TOC? ?0 CVtlfc 
fctVt? deficit budget ?t?tC*? *T*U?ft? ?tTO? SC?CW? TO?I '??U5 TO? ?! I 
fafa C*fa C?CW? Civil Supply Departments? loss 1943-44 (TO 5 ? Ml?® VC? 1944-46 
TO® ^*|| CVtft fcfal l TOl Civil Supply Deparment *JC? ?T??\ V?C5 
faorfac?? I TO? ?mi TO® V?C??, ^5 1 T?? opposition CTO TO?1 criticise 
V C ? faTO , ft ?r?? T? ^5*tR? TO C'T'Q?! Sfe5 ?? I fa^5 TO TO?1 TOW ?TO5 

fac?? ^5t?i c^Tf Sfai loss cTOTOi fa* , ® fW1 IPf ^^rfaTO 

TOt? CTO ?t‘5Tl C*fC*T ??? ?f?C? wheat TO! TOfa?, ?tfa ?? TO 1TO> 

•Tt'o TOfa’? fTO TOT Cft TOT CTO «Tfl3 $ C?fa? ?l, TOT? CTOPTt? C??U5 
^ttfe I Civil Supply Departments? ??*? CTOfTO TOfC^ TO?tb?l TOC? C??l 
?t?, S? ?fa?'^^ft ?t?l ?tR! CTO! 41 ??T1 TOT fac?C?? I Civil Supply 

Departments? ^t^ltC 4 ^ TO® officer ?^fe 9 tf? v H" I S? Civil Supply Depart- 
ment ?t?l C? TOPS' ?t? S?; bt? S?‘ TOTfaT TOT ?TO ?t?l TOC^, ^rt? S¥&! 

ftTO TO t ^^ C d l TOW TO?1 ^C?fa I TOTf TOTO TO TO ? c t ?1C?? faTO C*r$J?l 
7C?CW — ^^5 TO ?*t TO CTO! TOTCW ?Wtfa — fa* WtC?? "?^TC? W ?tfaC? Cl C? 
?Ki TOTCW I fajfa? TOT report c?OT 7?, TO ^tCb C^tCW I TO!? faf- 

fa? «t? notice c^T? ^CV? TO ?! ?faC? (7TOC?! TOT? 

?C?T CTO! C?^?l CTO ^51 ?t? CTO ?1 TO? I TO fa Cft ?f? ?C?? 

c? faro ^*t?i frorew ? — to totocoi tow — to ?? to ms <ro va ^rfa i 

TO^TOJI CTO! re?!, -sfCb C 4 ??, (7FC? CTQ?1 TO fa? faTO? C?^ TO, C?lf 

c^rtf frr?t TOtc?? loss rc?cw i s^n? tot? Sfas 1 tot ^ • 

nfa? ?CTO? ?FC? TOUW? 1943^3 C? rfe*? rc?fa?, ?tTO ?^?C? C?> 
r? fa tc ift cwTO VC? I €vs ft fas? fa logic «rtcw ^fa 

J?l I 1W3T5 Ct •rlo’f ?T3f5*I, <7T£ f5^ SH’W deficit VOTW 

f^l justification 'tt¥T5 *lt CT «(Wn *XT5 *Wft ’S^t ^ ft* ' 

3 TfR f»g tW 'it^f <tfo^ (JWfK'W V*fT <fre 4*'t«a*I I ft* 
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$2 

wnr Cg deficit budget cgfatTC^g $1 double^*® erf) I 4gflT 

fft^F nr gf? $ t*t? c»rPr cTOR i fa* imtg gfe 1 *? cm gfe 1 * gg i g#gtg 
irnr *fata?g eg £1*1 gfe* eg m fa mi gftgg r i&iM gfcsn wf 
me?* *mg awfci yfgfr Fft *fc? cgc* i cm? *t? i mm 

yy y gfa f;? CW^Tl g"1lfa ggg faC3 ' p ftf% I CTf^ttC 5 ? gfag'S^fa fiPTRPTS Ufa 
fipr *ffa *g?ffc *rf 5fw fagtCg *ff% gw WRft; (^Tt? quota fag d,M& bales 
qaRf'ft ggggf g; cwgtg ?ffa; gftg 0,008 bales gfagt? *U fag I fa* ^5 November 
gtg Sir gftg Cglftg Gift gl*^ C*t‘>reC^ 0,^00 bales | ggtg 4gg Cg 

C^mr 4gg vbO g*F C3Ttm gtg W *ffa gftg quota fag 0,008 bales, 

*tf Mr gftg Cglftg Cgg gftff 0,b00 bales | *t5*ft CgtmTI CTT^TC^T fa TOT 

m? c*ft <3 4p ttr* *tfa gfa gi i eg c*t6i ggm fag cgfcft* gfa c*te, 

*1gT5f3 Cgt* gfa«l<<5ftg gfagf* **15 gt?5 gl — 4? *g*l fast I *1 gt*3 

*tw Cggftg 4* art Cg? g^ft* Mr gftg CgCS I Cglftgg Cgt* *faft?g *reftg faoftg 
OTtCtf *1 fa*! *W CW I 5t? ggfa glgC^ Cg £l*1 gfo* Cg g"1t* C*t* tffc- 
grftg* *«fi fcfa gft*fc *5*51* gtgg fa Ws 5t? CTt* *t"vs!V? C«Tg fa I 5tg*tg, 
gl^gftg ar cTW 5 t? gSj5tg gftgt? post-war reconstruction gTC* g*l *11 

grgCSg I *tfg fastfgl *fa eg gftgl (gUl? gtff£ *0 C* tffi fct*l deficit 5W1* TO, 
<7T? gt'gl OM Cg? *1 gfactfa TOT post-war reconstruction^? C*fg ?*g ^fagl 
grgre 1t?C?, 4* Iftfg *t? C*? 5tn fa'jlg mg gl I *tfa gfg g#gRT 
gfig*4ft gt:?ri c*rcig cgtg gt*r g^s i g^rtg to c*rcg g rorg 1 (Wtg 

mgg 'CRT C*fCt *Rgf fa ?< 1 ^5fCv5 nrg I R^SRT 4gg gfa ^*Cg"g 
g^gg gi nr «ijg* gt zm$ gfa ^gg c^cg^ cggft cggft fctgn deficit vit^ ^t5'cg 
post-war reconstruction i)5T Cg’fg ggg Tfggl 'SRg|gtg c T Tgtfs gfgR <4^ fa^tg *tfa 
*fg gl I ggC^ Cg? fa? CgTgf *tfa ggg Cg 4? gfiPTQ^tg ggr^g *t*l gtRtg 
TOT? g^f gfg grg! TOTC5* ! ^fa ^ budget ^ftrgtbgtg gC^Tfe^tg Cg gt^gfg 

eg mn «ftfargc^, & ^grtg cgqg gfag *t*n gt^gtg gggn fafe^ 

gtgrg gi i gt^mr gggn cgfctre n^r ^gg gc^rg gfgi n* i g<gg faor 

gfa gfag gnn nr ^g; ^ftgi gfa cb^i g^egg ^g gt^gtg gggn ggtgtn ^‘tgi^ggu^ 
gtmi fa* w Cgg Cgtt?gtf5 W facs^gg ^ggl * *tt<gSRT ^*tgi eg Wn" 
mrg g?cgg fa I gfsr J3? gtRtg ^fCgg Cgf^fl gfa g^tT3 nr, gtfa ^fa 4? gJt- 
gs^t ggg'3 '3tn gtgegg g| mi stgl ijgg ggr? grrgg fa I gtfg 'ijm? sugges- 
tion far® gtfa, ^gg gTOTtg gfCg Marwari Association? nT3 gfa gtRTtg m 

^cg enr *tn?r gtggi *1^ tt 3 gtfir i wfamgi ggg ^1? cgtgftg g?j tot gtg, 

^TtmrS*t? nrt? «RT Court of Wards ^aftC* fa* gggfg glfa'Q^tr* TW\ *?tg 
BRf c*fg, Court of Wards gt? | <3t? ggfa — gtt^tgtfg? gtU5 g? 

Aasociationg gtU5 m facg faj Tgtn 57T3 gtC? I 

Adjournment 

The House was then adjourned at 7-M p.m. till 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 21st February, 1945, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the ^Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 2lst February, 1945, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mk. Syej> Jalauddis Hynhkmyi in the ("hair, 
12 Hon’ble Ministers and 188 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Increment of family allowance for security prisoner Babu Debendra Nath 

4ha. 

•28. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Horne Department be pleased to stato whether 
security prisoner llabu Debendra Nath .Ilia of Malda district at present 
lodged in the Kajshahi (’entral Jail has sent several petitions to the Govern- 
inent praying for increment of his family allowance grunted by the Govern- 
ment ? 

0>) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether his family members consisting of six or seven persons are 
entirely dependent on his income; 

(it) whether, while he is in jail, his small zamindary (Touji No. 101 ) 
was sold by the Government for non-payment of revenue; 

(lit) whether he also lost his income from mango business and agriculture 
due to his continued detention in jail; 

(ir) whether lie has other source of income left; 

(r) whether his son and daughters have been compelled to suspend their 
studies in schools, for want of money ; ana 

( vi) whether his wife, who has been ailing for a long time, has not been 
getting any medical aid for want of money ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of increasing 
the amount of his family allowance without any further delay ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(fi) (i) Wife and four minor children only are dependent on the prisoner’# 
income from landed property and mango business. 

(ii) My information is that the property in question was recorded in the 
names of Raj Kumar Misra and Inara Bhusan Misra and this property was 
sold in 1942 for arrear of revenue. 

(iii) Yes. 

(te) He has no other source of income. 

(v) , I have no information. 

(vi) His wife is ailing for some time past hut she has doctors amongst 
her relations in the village. 

(c) A family allowance of Rs.20 per month was first sanctioned with effect 
from his date of arrest (4th September, 1942) and this has been increased 
to Rs.30 per month with effect from 1st April, 1943, 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: In view of the admission by 
Government in reply to question ( h ) (Hi) that the security prisoner lost 
his income from mango business and agriculture due to his continued 
detention in jail, will the Government be pleased to consider the desirabi- 
lity of enhancing his family allowance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He'has not totally lost his income 
from the landed property and from the mango business, but because of his 
detention there has been some annual lose. 

»Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: In view of the admitted fact that 
his children are solely dependent on him, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of enhancing the family allowance 
of that gentleman? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The case of this security prisoner 
was reviewed and an enhancement was granted with effect from the 1st 
of April, 1943. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: In view of the admitted fact that 
the gentleman has got 5 children dependent on him, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleaesd to reconsider his case? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated in reply 
to Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar that there is some income from the landed 
property and from the mango business though there has been some annual 
loss in the income. But the income is there. 

Relaatt of Babu Sudhir Chandra Kusari, a security prisoner, on ground of 

health. 

*29. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAZUMDAR: (a) Is the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department aware — 

(t) that security prisoner Babu Sudhir Chandra Kusari of Dacca, at 

S esent detained in the Dum Dum Central Jail, is suffering from 
elaneholia and has developed symptoms of mental derange- 
ment; and 

(u) that some of his relations applied to the Government to hand him 
over to their custody under such restrictions and with such securi- 
ties from them including even their homestead and all other 
immovable properties, as the Government may think fit and 
proper ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what actions the Government have taken or contemplate 
to take in the matter P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is consider- 
ing the desirability of placing the said security prisoner in the custody of his 
abovemen tioned relations ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) ft) The prisoner has been suffering from mental 
depression hut his condition "has since improved. 

(it) Yes. 

(b) to (d) His case has been duly considered and I am not satisfied that; 
his release on medical grounds is necessary. He is getting all necessary 
treatment in jail. 
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Res family allowance of State prisoner Babu Netai Chandra Jana. 

•30. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon* We 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) when and after what consideration the family allowance of security 

prisoner Sri jut Netai Chandra Jana was fixed; 

( b ) whether any representations were received from him regarding the 

inadequacy of that allowance; 

(c) whether he is aware that Srijut Jana’s father had to sell his house 

at Baidyabati to maintain the family; and 

(d) whether he is considering the desirability of increasing the allowance 

granted to Srijut Jana’s family in eonsideration of their continued 

hardship? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) The honourable member perhaps means State 
prisoner Bahu Netai Chandra Jana. Ab he had no fixed income before 
his detention, the family allowance in his case was fixed at Ks. 60 
per month on the needs of the family in November, 1043, and it is 
being paid with effect from the 27th May, 1943 (date of his arrest). Besides 
this he has also been granted a personal allowance of Rs.30 per month. 

(b) Yes. 

( c ) 1 have no information. 

(d) No. 


Jail visitors for Dinajpur JaH. 


*31. Mr. NISHITHA HATH KUNDU: («) Will the- Hon'We 
id charge of the Home (Jails) Department lie pleased to state*— 


Minister 


(l ) tIle Iiamo <>f j»‘l visitors official and non-official for ordinary and 
security prisoners for Dinajpur Jail for the years 1942 1943 and 
1944; (i) * * 4 ’ 


( f t) the dates when these visitors visited the jail in the years 1942, 1943 
and 1944 with particular reference to the dates when the visitors 
for the security prisoners visited the jail in the years 1942 1943 
and 1944; and ' * ’ 

(hi) whether Mr. Abdul Jabbar, m.i,.a. t Mr. Kador Buksh, m.l.c., 
Mr. Shyama Prasad Barman, m.l.a., and Mr. FTafissuddm Chow- 
dhur\^, were and are jail visitors for the Dinajpur Jail? 

(6) If the reply to (a) (rii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’blo Minister 
be pleased to state — 


(i) the period between which they were and are visitors; 

(u) whether they were and are visitors for the security prisoners; 
int) whether they visited the security prisoner; 

(tv) if so, the dates of their visits during the period they were or are 
visitors ; 

(n) whether the Dinajpur Jail is within their constituencies; ami 
(ri) whether they permanently live in the Dinajpur town? 

(r) Will the Hon ’hie Minister l>e pleased to state — 

(/) whether there is any M.D.A. or M.L.C., who permanently lives in 
the town of Dinajpur; 

m) who are the M.L.As. and M.L.Cs. in Dinajpur within whose consti- 
tuencies the Dinajpur district Jail is; 

.yhether Mr. Ni*hitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a., was ever a jail visitor; 
(tr) if no, the period for which he was the visitor; and 

(v) the dates when he yjsited the jail during his incumbency as a visitor? 
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Khin Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
fir Nazimuddin): (a) (?) and (ii) and (6) (iii) and (iv) A statement is 
laid on the Library Table. 

(a) (in) and ( b ) ( i ) Mr. Abdul Jabbar, m.l.a., and Mr. Kader Baksh, 
M.L.c., were visitors from 6th September, 1943, to 5th September, 1944, and 
Mr. Shyama Prasad Barman, m.l^., and Mr. Hafizuddin Chowdhury, 
m.l.a., are visitors from 3rd October, 1944, till 2nd October, 1945. 

(ti) Mr. Kader Baksh, m.l.c., and Mr. Abdul Jabbar, m.l.a., were visitors 
for security prisoners between 18th July, 1942, and 3rd October, 1944. 

(v) and ( vi ) The Dinajpur Jail is not within the constituencies of Messrs. 
Abdul Jabbar, m.l.a., and Hafizuddin Chowdhury, m.l.a., but they have 
their residence in the towui of Dinajpur. 

(c) ( i ) and (???) Yes. 

(ii) Messrs. Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a., Golam Rabbani, m.l.a., 
Mohalanobis and Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(iv) From 28th May, 1940, to 10th July, 1941. 

( v ) I have no information. 

Fmily allowance for Babu 8ourindra Kishore Datta Chowdhury, a security 

prisoner. 

•32. Mr. dNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state whether ii is a fact — 


(?) that a family allowance had been granted to security prisoner Babu 
Nourindra Kishore Dutta Chowdhury of Noakhali, at present 
detained in the Dum Dum Central Jail, for his mother and sister 
with her children ; 


(ii) that before receiving any portion of the granted allowance his mother 
died ; 


(iii) that the payment of allowance has Wn stopped; 

(iv) that his sister is getting no allowance; 

(r ) that his sister, whose husband had lieeome a sanyattn and left home 
long before, was and is dependent on hint tor maintenance with 
her children ; 

(ci) that Ins shop at Foni, Noakhali, was destroyed duriug the Japanese 
air raid in April, 1943; , 

(vii) that no compensation has yet Ikmmi paid to him ; and 
( rm) that his family members have i alien in great financial distress? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, w'ill the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of granting au 
allowance to his sister or transferring the granted allowance to her? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, wnll he be pleased to state 
the reason thereof? 


((?) If the answers to ia)(n) and (vii) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether and when he may get compensation for the destruction of 
his shop at Feni ; and 
(it) if not, the reasons thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hen’ble Khwaja 
Sir Naihmiddin): (a) (») The fhmily allowance ol Rs. 25 per month was 
sanctioned for the mother of fhe security prisoner only. 


(ii) to (ir) Yes. 

(v) and (viii) I have no such information. # .. . 

( W Y (vii) and (b) to (d) I invite the honourable member a attention to to* 
reply given to starred question No. 38 on the 23rd November, 1944. 
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Riot production in Bengal. 

•S3. Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Agriculture Department he pleased to state— 

(a) what are the latest figures in respect of production of rice — thana 

by thana — of each subdivision of the Bakarganj district; and 

(b) the area of lands brought under cultivation — subdivision by subdivi- 

sion? 


MINI8TER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (th# 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur $aiyid Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) Thanawar 
figures are not available. Estimated subdivisional figures for 1948-44 are 
given below : — 

Mds. 


Perojpur 

Patuakhali 

Bhola 

Sadar 


4,845,996 

8,474,876 

4,687,817 

6,329,581 


( b ) The estimated area under cultivation (including double-cropped area) 
in 1943-44 is shown below : — 


Perojpur 

Patuakhali 

Bhola 

Sadar 


Acres. 

311,150 

141,000 

407,800 

1.095,050 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 


Vagrants Home at Mahalandi, Murshitfabad. 

7. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Depaitment be pleased to 
state — 

{a) what is the {rresent position of work in the Vagrants Home at 
Mahalandi in the district of Murshidabad; 

{b) when the buildings were leady for occupation; 

(c) what, are the staff appointed showing the (At dates of appointment 
of each and (B) monthly remuneration for each; 

(</) what are the muntar's of \agrants lodged therein at the end of each 
month commencing from the first month when the Home was 
opened; and 

(e) what is the total expenditure incurred on (t) capital account and 
(if) revenue account for the said Vagrants Home up to the latest 
available date? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) and 

(6) The construction of the permanent Vagrants Homes at Mahalandi has 
not yet been completed hut is being proceeded with as rapidly as possible 
in the circumstances. No date can however he quoted for their opening. 
Pending completion of these Homes, two temporary Homes have been opened 
in Calcutta, one for adults at 24, Canal South Iload, and another for 
childhen at 17, Canal Street, Calcutta: 

(c) A statement A is laid on the Table. 

(<f) A statement B is laid on the Table showing numbers of vagrants in 
Calcutta Homes. 

( e ) A statement C is laid on the Table. 
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Statement referred to m reply to clause (^c) of unstarred question No. 7, 
shoxcing the staff of the Vagrants Homes. 



Rs. 

1 Controller of Vagrancy 

.. 750 

6 Managers, Vagrants Home 

. / 300 each 

6 Assistant Managers, Vagrants Home 

. . 90 „ 

4 Medical Officers, 2 on 

.. 100 „ 

2 on 

. . 75 „ 

2 Compounders 

35 „ 

1 Head Clerk 

80 

14 Clerks 

36 each 

1 Accountant 

HO 

1 Typist 

45 

4 Head Warders 


1 Head Wardress 

> 30 each 

65 Warders 


21 Wardresses 

V 22 each 

2 Orderlies 

16 each 

7 Office peons 

13 „ 

1 Bus driver 

35 

1 Bus cleaner 

12 

21 Cooks 

18 each 

17 Sweepers 

12 

2 Domes 

12 ” 

5 Store coolies 

12 

2 Hospital coolies 

12 „ 

3 Barbers, 1 on 

. 30 

2 on 

14 each 

6 Dhobis 

15 „ 


5th May, 1942. 

1942, different date*, May, August, 
December. 

1943, April-May. 

1943, May, July, October. 

1944, August. 

1st August, 1942. 

Different dates according to necesaitv, 
1942-44. 

Different dates in 1943-44. 

Different dates 1942-44. 

1942, May, December. 

Different dates in 1942. 

7th March, 1943. 

1st August, 1943. 

Different dates in 1943-44. 

Different dates in 1943-44. 

21st August, 1943. 

Different dates in 1943-44. 

August, 1943. 

8th September, 1943. 

Different dates in 1943. 

Different dates in 1943-44. 


B 

Statement referred to in reply to clause ( d ) of unstarred question No. ?, 
showing the numbers of Vagrants lodged in the Vagrants Homes at the 
end of each month , commencing from the first month when the Home 
was opened. 


Vagrants locked up cm the — 

31st August, 1943 


Male 

Home. 

587 

Female 

Horne. 

109 

Children 

Home. 

30th September, 1943 


572 

118 


31st October. 1943 


647 

111 


30th November, 1943 


610 

132 


31st December, 1943 


587 

137 

32 

31st January, 1944 


549 

133 

26 

29th February, 1944 


581 

152 

64 

3 1st March. 1944 


473 

145 

102 

30th April, 1944 


621 

182 

132 

31st May, 1944 


668 

174 

136 

30th June, 1944 


571 

176 

123 

31st July, 1944 


571 

178 

131 

31st August. 1944 


557 

183 

154 

30th September. 1944 


567 

149 

155 

31st October, 1944 


576 

151 

158 


N.B . — Male and Female Homes were opened on the 2nd August. 1943, and the Children 
Home was opened on the 9th December, 1943. 

c 

Statement referred to in reply- to clause (e) of unstarred question No . 7, 
showing total expenditure on Vagrants Home on capital and revenue 
account up to the 30th September , 1944. 

Rs. 

To Capital Account . - 2,10,263 

To Itareaue Account 7,22,430 
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Dr. NALINAKSiHA SANYAL: With reference to the answer con- 
tained in Statement A regarding the staff employed from 1942 onwards, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what duties each of these 
respective staff appointed from 1942 performed when there were no 
vagrants’ homes at all constructed and completed? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In the reply itself the 
honourable member will find that there were some temporary liomes opened 
in Calcutta. Some of these officers were in charge of the temporary 
vagrants’ homes and some were in charge of the construction at 
Mahalandi. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I invite the attention of the 
honourable member to Statement A in reply to question (r) from which 
it will be seen that 1 Controller of Vagrancy, (> Managers, Vagrants' 
Home, 1 Head Clerk, 14 Clerks, 1 Accountant, 1 Typist, (if) Warders, 21 
Wardresses, 7 office peons, etc., appear to have been appointed on differ- 
ent dates in 1942. The Calcutta vagrants’ homes were set up in the lust 
part of 1943. So, my question is what work these estimable gentlemen 
appointed and paid salaries out of public funds did during this period 
up to the end or middle of 1943 when some of them might have been 
working in the Calcutta homes? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD. Schemes were being drawn up 
by the Controller of Vagrancy with the help of those officers and preli- 
minaries were gone into with their help also. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state if Government have ascertained whether the assistance of six 
managers, 65 warders and 21 wardresses were necessary to druw up the 
scheme referred to? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: All these men were not 
appointed on a particular day but very few of them were actually 
appointed before the opening of the Home. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: So the wardresses weie required to 
draw up the scheme? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I cannot give the actual 
dates of appointment but very few of them were appointed before the 
opening of the Home. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What were the very few wardresses 
doing there before the Home was started? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: They were nquii I P* make 
arrangements for receiving the vargrants in the Home. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Ministei be pleased 
to state why this staff of warders, wardresses, orderlies and oflin* peons 
and assitdant managers and managers were appointed when there \va* no 
work to he done by them except the work of drawing up schemes? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No wardresses were ap- 
pointed before 1943 and I cannot give the actual dates of their appoint- 
ment* Only one clerk was appointed in 1942, I mean, the head clerk 
only two orderlies were appointed in 1942. Office peons were ap- 
point d* along with the appointment of the managers. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government bad made any attempt to enquire as to how far 
these expenses on revenue account during the year 1942 and the early 
part of 1943 were justified? 
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Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have already stated that 
some officers were necessary for drawing up the scheme and for having 
preliminaries arranged for receiving the vagrants. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government held any inquiry as to whether the staff appointed 
did any work or were justified in drawing salaries from the public fund? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD! No occasion arose for an 
enquiry because Government was of opinion that the officers were appoint- 
ed in time and that they had enough work. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL! W T ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state, with reference to the amount of Rs. 7,22,430 spent up to 
September, 1944, how much of that sum of Rs. 7,22,430 on revenue 
account was spent during the period when there were no Calcutta homes 
started ? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in view of the deplorable state of affairs regarding the setting 
up of vagrants’ homes Government is considering the desirability, of en- 
quring into the circumstances leading to this failure and examining how 
far the present Secretary of the Ducal Self-Government and Public Health 
Department is personally responsible and liable to damages for this 
delinquency? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I submit this question does 
not arise. My friend assumes that there has been something wrong in 
the vagrants’ homes which Government do not admit. 


Vagrants Home at Mahalandi in the district of Murshidabad. 

8. Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government (Civil Defence) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the construction work of the per- 
manent Vagrants Homes at Mahalandi is at a standstill at present? 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state what are the 
reasons thereof and who selected this site for this purjiose? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(*) who is the authority that checked and passed for payment the bills 
of all the contractors in connection with the construction work 
at Mahalandi ; 

(n) how much money has up till now been spent towards the above 
construction work ; and 

(Hi) whether there has been any loss of Government, money due to the 
postponement of the construction work there? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Controller of Vagrancy is partly responsible for 
the affairs mentioned in item (a) above? 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the 
Government propose to take in this respect ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) and 

(b) Construction work — other than that in connection with the sanitation of 
the Mahalandi Vagrants Home — undertaken departmentally under the super- 
vision of the District Engineer, Murshidabad, has been stopped, pending 
transfer of supervision to Communications and Works Department. 
Arrangements preliminary to this transfer, which have taken some time, are 
expected to be completed shortly. 
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The selection of site was made by the Controller of Vagrancy and Babu 
P. Roy thowdhurv, Special Officer, and approved by Government on the 
recommendation of the then Director of Public Health. 

(c) (i) Bills were checked first by the District Engineer, Murshidabad, 
and then by the Controller of Vagrancy. In resect of bills received sub- 
sequent to the stoppage of the works, additional check bv Communications 
<md Works Department is being made. 

(ii) Ra.2, 10,203. 

(iii) and (d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Amendment of Bengal Mining Settlements Act, 1912. 

9« Mr. ISWAR DAS JALAN* V ill the llon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Govetument Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) whether the attention of Government has been drawn to the necessity 

of amending the Bengal Mining Settlements Act, 1012, with a 
view T to provide letter conditions of health to the miners and to 
secure necessary resources for the same; 

(b) whether Government have under examination any scheme for 

reorganisation of the Asansol Mines Board of Health, and if so, 
what are the main outlines of the same; 

p') whether Government have received any suggestion from any Medical 
Association for amending the Mining Settlements Act, 1912, suit- 
ably ; and 

(d) whether Government, are considering the desirability of maintaining 

a properly equipped publicity motor van and a central hospital 
in the coal field for tne welfare of and public health propaganda 
amongst miners? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (<n and 

(c) Yes. 

(b) Yes; but the main outlines have not yet been settled. 

id) The matters will be considered along with the question of amendment 
of the Act, 


Recruitment of Lawyer-Magistrates. 


10. Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of applications received up to date by the Public Servico 

Commission for appointment of Lawyer- M agist rates ; 

(b) the number of them that were recommended for appointment by the 

Commission ; 

(r) the number that were actually appointed by the Government; and 

(d) the reason for 1 not appointing the rest? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) 1,002. 

(b) 148. 

( c ) GO. 

S Recruitment of a further number of Lawyer-Magistrates is still under 
eration of Government. 

Cattle-lifting olfenees in and around Krishnagar town. 


11. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

ia) whether Government are aware of a number of cases of cattle-lifting 
„ in and around Xrishnagar town during the current year 1944; 
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(6) whether proper enquiries have been made into reports of cattle thef 
received by the police during the period ; 

(c) whether it is a fact that the local police wanted the assistance o 

some special staff to detect the crime; 

(d) whether the Subdivision al Officer, Sadar, Krishnagar, has receive 

any petitions from the victims of such crimes praying fo 
adequate protection ; 

{ e ) what steps have been taken on such petitions, if received; 

if) whether it is a fact that the area in and around villages Jhitkipot; 
and Baruihuda within police-station Krishnagar, have beei 
notorious in regard to cattle-lifting; and 

{<}) whether Government have so tar taken or are proposing to take an; 
special measures to check the criras of cattle-lifting in an! 
around Krishnagar? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes, 4 cases of cattle-liftinj 
and 4 cases of missing of stray cattle have been reported so far. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) and (/) No. 

(d) One such petition w*as received. 

(e) After police investigation all these were found to be cases of the miss 
ing of cattle when straying. The town and the rural police have beer 
directed to be on the look-out for stray cattle and to inform the thana when- 
ever any are found. On receipt of such information proper publicity *s 
given and efforts art 1 made to find out the owner of such missing cattle. 

(//) No special measure is considered necessary. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: In view of 4 eases of cattle-lifting 
and 4 cases of missing of stray cattle reported in the area, will the 
Hon hie Minister be pleased to state why no special arrangement was 
made us referred to in answer (</) to check the (‘rime in and around the 
Krishnagar town? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : During the whole period of 12 
months only 4 cases of cattle-lifting and 4 cases of missing of stray 
cattle occurred and, therefore, it was not considered necessary to take 
any special staff for the purpose of controlling the crime. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Is it a fact that the local police 
verbally complained to the Subdivisional Officer regarding the inadequacy 
of their stuff to stop such occurrences? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; No, Sir. On the other hand, 
Government’s information is that the local authorities consider the staff 
adequate to deal with these — only four cases of cattle-lifting and four 
cases of missing of stray cattle. 

Cattle-lifting in and around Krishnagar town. 

12. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8. in) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(t) that there have been ^numerous cases of cattle-lifting in and around 
Krishnagar town within the last few months ; 

(it) that the police of the locality pleads overworked and helplessness in 
detecting such crimes for want of special staff; and 

(m) that an application on behalf of the sufferers has been made to the 
Subdivisional Officer, Krishnagar? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state (i) what steps 
have been taken thereon and (u) what has been the result? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that there are several ex-convicts in and around 

the village of Baruihuda, police-station Erishnag&r, where cattle- 
lifting has occurred in large uumber; and 
(it) whether the Government propose — 

(1) to depute special staff to detect and prevent the crime by 
binding down the suspects and levying collective fines, and 
(21 to keep a special eye on the exporters of cattle who pass 
through Krishnagar to Calcutta with their herds and on the 
local butchers, who are suspected of buying some of the 
stolen cattle? 

The Hon’ble Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (*), (it) and (c) (it) No. 

(in) Yes. 

(b) ( i ) The cases mentioned in the application have been found on enquiry, 
to be those of cattle straying and found missing. The town and the rural 
police have been directed to be on the look-out for cattle straying and to 
inform the police-station whenever auy such cases are found. Proper publi- 
city is given to all such information, when received, and efforts are made 
to find the owners of such missing cattle. 

(ii) None of the stray cattle have been traced up to date. 

(c) (i) Yes: but during the last 12 months only 4 cases of cattle-lifting 
and 4 cases of missing of stray cattle were reported. 

Collection of Red Cross Fund at District Sub- Registrars Office, Ban kg re. 

13. S|. MANINDRA BHU8AN SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Education (Registration) Department be pleased to state— 

(/i whether any collection has been made for the Red Cross Fund at the 
office of the District Sub-Registrar at Bankura ; 
i/i) if so, how' much has been collected and credited to the Fund; and 
(im whether people attending the said office were made to contribute to 
the Fund at certain rate levied for each deed executed?* 

(b i It the answer to ( a ) (ii) is in the affirmative, is the Hon ’hie Minister 
considering the desirability of stopping this method of collection? 

The Hon'Me Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) it) Yes 

(ti) A sum of Rs. 201-10 only. 

( iii > No. 

(M Does uot a'rise. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Train accidents at Keotkhali, Mymenaingh. 

•37. Maharaja BHUPENDRA CHANDRA SINCHA, of Buaangs Will * 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(<i) whether there have been several accidents on account of passengers 
sitting on the top of moving trains while passing below the 
bridge at Keotkhali (near the Mymensingh railway station ), along 
which the Bhairab line passes (in the Bengal and Assam Railway 
section ) ; 


8 
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(b) how many cases of accidents have taken place from January, 1943, 

to 30th November, 1944, in that way; 

(c) how many have proved fatal ; and 

(d) what measures have been taken to prevent recurrence of such acci- 

dents ? 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA (on behalf of the Hon'ble Mr. Barada Prasanna 
Pain), (a) Yes. 

(b) Ten. 

(i c ) Six. 

(d) I am informed that the Railway Administration have issued instruc- 
tions to Station Masters and Guards to see that passengers found travelling 
on roofs of carriages or on footljoards are taken off even at the cost of deten- 
tion to trains. The feasibility of incieasing the clearance of the over- bridge 
at Keotkhali is under examination of the Railway Administration. It is 
also proiKmed by them to convert goods stin k fof use of passengers on brunch 
line trains and* utilise coaching stock thus released foi strengthening main 
line trains. It is expected that this will improve the position. 

Molestation of women by military men. 

•38. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the attention of Government has been drawn to a number 

of cases of outrages on respectable women and unauthorised entry 
into private dwelling houses with a view to criminal acts by mili- 
tary men, Indian and Foreign, in the city and suburbs of 
Calcutta ; 

(b) What action has been taken by Government — 

(i) to punish the miscreants, and 

(it) to prevent the recurrence of such misdeeds ; 

(c) whether Government are aware that on the night of 31st October, 

1944, two Europeans in Naval uniform forcibly entered certain 
houses in Howrah town within the jurisdiction of Golabari police- 
station and molested and outraged a respectable girl and threaten- 
ed the householders with revolvers ; 

(d) whether the movements of these two men were duly reported to the 

local police-station and, if so, what action was taken by the police; 

(e) whether the miscreants were captured at the spot with the help of 

local residents that very night ; and 

(/) what action, if any, has been taken to bring the criminals to book 
and to save the life and honour of women in such areas? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) There have been eight 
cases of unauthorised entry info private dwelling houses by military men in 
the city of Calcutta and suburbs and no case of outrage on any respectable 
woman. 

(b) (i) Of these eight cases, three are under investigation and another is 
before a Court Martial. The other four cases were reported to the U.S.M. 
Police who arranged for special patrols in the area. 

(it) Close liaison is encouraged with the military officers. 

( c ) Yes. 

(d) and (e) The men were arrested by the police at the spot in the presence 
©f local residents and brought to the police-station. 

t A case has been instituted at Golabari police-station and charge-sheet 
»n submitted. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answers (a) and (c) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state bow he reconciles the two 
wherein in the first case he Bays that there has been no case of outrage on 
any respectable woman and in answer to (c) he admits that there was a 
case in Qolabari police-station in which a respectable girl was outraged 
and molested? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: When I first read this 
answer, it struck me also, but I am surprised that Dr. Sanyal has not 
seen the catch in it. The question {a) is about Calcutta and suburbs. As 
regards (c), it is about Howrah, and that is a different municipality. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the Calcutta Police Act applies to certain 
parts of Howrah as well? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That may he so; but as far 

as HoWrah is concerned, Howrah is never considered as a suburb of 
Calcutta. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Calcutta Police Act and certain sections of the Calcutta 
Municipal Act also apply to Howrah? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Calcutta Police has no 
jurisdiction over Howrah. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Does not the Calcutta Police Act 
apply to Howrah? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a different matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8MA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state which court has been trying this case referred to in answer (c)P 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: One of the Deputy 
Magistrates of Howrah is trying this case. 

Dr. NALINAK&HA SANYAL: Are the culprits free or under bail 
or under detention? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The case is nth jydicr . 

I have not got any further information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the police of Golabari tbanu were duly informed 
of the actual attempt of these two culprits to enter respectable houses in 
that locality and although long time was permitted to elapse, the police 
did not appear promptly at the scene? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: My information is other* 
wise. They appeared promptly, they arrested them and took them to the 
thana. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the two culprits were inside the house for 
nearly half an hour and the police were standing outside watching when 
the two culprits were continuing their rape and assault on the girls 
inside? 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have no information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that a young boy 
Lankeshwar Sadhukhan of the locality residing at 12, Atul Ghose Lane, 
who was attracted by the shouts of the mother of the girl raped appeared 

the scene and it was he who first tried to catch the miscreants and not 
^Jie police? 
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Till Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think there is 
any dispute about these things and, in anv case, the matter is sub judice. 
From tne question itself it appears that tne police was not present at the 
time when this gentleman tried to arrest. Evidently, as soon as the 
police came, they took over charge, if the statement of the honourable 
member is correct, but anyhow the matter, as it stands now, is that the 
police did arrest them, the police took them over to the thana and they 
submitted a charge-sheet and the matter is sub judice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hobble Minister be pleased 
to state if the conduct of the police in this connection is a sub judice 
matter P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Not that I know of. 

Dr NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, my question is in that connec- 
tion, Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that 

three police constables appeared at the scene after about half an hour 

since the information was given to them and when the soldiers were 

actually still continuing their misbehaviour in Bishnu Babu’s house, 
they appeared but did not attempt to save the girls? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have got no information 
of this kind and no report of this character has reached me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that when the soldiers 
were making their way out of the house to escape, Lankeswar Babu who 
was waiting struck on the shoulder of one of the soldiers with a lathi 
and the soldier fired a revolver which fell from his hand after he struck 
and then the police came near the man? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This might be. I have 
got no information and besides these questions are sub judice. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Why take shelter under this plea? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no question of 
shelter. This has got nothing to do with that. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Rou ble Minister be 
pleased to stute if this Government has any power to prevent recurrence 
of such highhandedness and brutal acts of the military? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No Government in the 
world anywhere has power to stop all crimes. In this particular case, 
action was taken promptly and the man is being tried for his crime 
according to the law thut has been provided. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

to stute why there is such delay in the disposal of the case from the 31st 
October to the end of February? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. That is a matter for the 
Magistrate. I have got no information that delay is taking place. 

Df. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the^two culprits are now not in police custody? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: W ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the liaison referred to in answer (6) (ti) which is con- 
sidered to be necessary for preventing such crimes? 
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Th« Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: From time to time the 
officers of the Government keep themselves in touch with the military 
authorities and if they find that in any particular area there is any 
recrudescence of crimes of this character, they ask the military autho- 
rities to either put in a patrol system or to take steps to see that these 
things are prevented. 

Dr. NAjLINAK&HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the military police patrol themselves 
encourage, if not connive at, some of these kinds of crimes — even they 
instigate some of the soldiers to insult womenfolk*? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have had many com- 
plaints of this kind from various people hut I have never heard of a 
complaint of this character. On the other hand, from what l have 
heard, the military police have been always of great assistance to any- 
body who has been assaulted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will t lie Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability of putting plain-clothed dependable police 
men at Howrah station or at Sea Id an to watch the activities of the 
military police at those platforms to discover whether they themselves 
are guilty of insulting behaviour to Indian womenfolk? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN* 1 have received no such 
complaints and until complaints are formally made, we do not think it is 
advisable to take the step. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN. With reference to answer (/), will the 
Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state whether Government have engaged 
any eminent counsel to conduct the prosecution case? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, I do not think anyone 
beyond the usual law officer of Government has been engaged. 


Rationing of essential commodities in districts of Bengal. 

P r * MNAULLAH. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Civil Supplies Department he pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing, district by district, the agencies through which the rationing of — 
(i) rice, 

(«) kerosene, 

(tii) sugar, 

(it?) salt, and 

(?) other necessities of life 
is being carried out? 

(b) Do the Government pro)K>se to follow a uniform system of distri- 
bution throughout the Province? 


l 2T E 2 ‘2 C i Urg * 0 1 - 0 ?* ?' V,L , DEPARTMENT (tht 

Hon bio Mr. H. 8. Sutirmran*): (a) and (b) There i* no general rationing 
scheme for areas outside Calcutta and the industrial area but arrangements 
have been made to distribute controlled commodities, snch as kerosene, 
sugar and salt in the districts on a rationed basis through local Food Com- 
mittees. fcach head of a family has been supplied throughout the Province 
’ *f ,h a composite ration card in which is noted the quantities of each kind 
of controlled commodity for which he is eligible. Lists of families eligible 
fo receive rations have been prepared by the Village Food Committees and 
consolidated union by union under the supervision of Union Food Committee. 
A“ e <rH ment °f commodities is made bv the District Food Committees to 
the Subdivisions food Committees which pass on proportionate allotmente 
•to the Jute Circle Food Committee*, which in their turn re-allot them to 



108 


QUESTIONS. 


[21st Feb., 


the Union Food Committees. The last named committees carry out the 
actual distribution amongst the people. A list showing the numbers of the 
warious Food Committees is laid on the Table. 

A scheme for the modified rationing of foodgrains on a uniform basis in 
certain deficit areas and municipal towns has been put into operation when 
occasion required. 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 34. 


Number of Food Committees constituted. 


Name of district. 

Village 

Food 

Commit- 

tees. 

Union 

Food 

Commit- 

tees. 

Jute 

Circle 

Food 

Commit- 

tees. 

Town 

Food 

Commit- 

tees. 

Subdivi- 

sional 

Food 

Commit- 

tees. 

District 

Food 

Commit- 

tees. 

Burdwan 

1,965 

188 

32 

5 

4 

1 

Birbhum 

1,492 

174 

27 

2 

2 

1 

Bank urs 

1,074 

125 

20 

3 

2 

1 

Midnapore 

4,362 

434 

63 

7 

6 

1 

Howrah 

636 

82 

8 

1 


1 

Hooghly 

1,321 

126 

21 

1 

3 

1 

24-Parganas 

2,712 

254 

43 

5 

5 

1 

Khulna 

1,778 

193 

24 

1 

3 

1 

Jeesore 

3,703 

256 

43 

6 

5 


Munhidabad 

1,467 

158 

23 

6 

4 

1 

Nadia 

2,015 

265 

42 

9 

5 

1 

Raishahi 

Parma 

2,666 

185 

30 

3 

3 

1 

2,125 

148 

26 

2 

2 

1 

Bogra 

1,991 

134 

22 

2 

I 

1 

Maids 

1,392 

135 

22 

3 

1 

l 

Dinajpur 

2,272 

243 

39 

3 

3 

1 

Rangpur 

3,409 

238 

68 

4 

4 

1 

Jalpaiguri 

Darjeeling (Siliguri only) 

486 

173 

137 

26 

22 

4 

l 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Chittagong 

1,167 

185 

31 

2 

3 

1 

Comillii 

3,315 

194 

49 

3 

4 

1 

N oak hull 

2,111 

146 

26 

2 

2 

1 

Dacca 

2,206 

325 

49 

2 

5 

1 

Mymensingh 

4,846 

464 

75 

8 

6 

I 

Farid pur 

3.684 

238 

40 

3 

4 

1 

BaJkarganj 

3,103 

303 

39 

6 

5 

1 

Total 

57.340 

5,356 

877 

91 

86 

26 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Honbie Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the Food Committees referred to in the answer 
were hardly ever constituted in accordance with the instructions issued by 
Government through proper election and through the inclusion of repre- 
sentative members of various political and other parties? 

Tbe Hon’ble Mr. H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY; No, I do not think this is 
correct, Sir. There have been some cases in which such complaints have 
been received and they have been looked into, but generally speaking the 
Village Union Committees have been constituted in accordance with the 
rules. The honourable member also must be aware that there is a provi- 
sion for the reconstitution of £he Committees annually and this is about 
the time when the Committees will be reconstituted. 

Of. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
^ k* 8 attention has ever been drawn to a number of instances in 
which the local Food Committees brought to his notice personally the inter- 
ference by ofhci&ls over the head of the Food Committees in regard to 
distribution of rationed articles? 1 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not understand the 
word “interference' The local officials are authorised to supervise the 
distribution W the Food Committees and to guide and advise them. I do 
not consider it interference if they do so. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will tlw Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that complaints have been made in a number of eases 
in which the district and local officials kept reserves of a large proportion 
of the essential controlled articles meant for respective areas in their own 
hands and allowed only a limited portion of articles for distribution through 
respective Food Committees? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 do not think that that 
would be correct. In some cases reserves have been kept, but they have 
been so kept with the knowledge of the Food Committees nnd m accordance 
with t lie rules. There may have been instances when more reserves have 
(teen kept than usual, and when brought to my notice. I have taken steps 
to rectify it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he has received any representation from the Pabna Town rood 
Committee very recently complaining that the District Magistrate there 
interfered with the proper functioning of that Food Committee as soon as a 
member of the Muslim League and a member of this House was elected 
Chairman of that Food Committee instead of the nominee of the District 
Magistrate, namely, the Subdivisional Officer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Not the Subdivisional Magis- 
trate, but I have received complaints to the effect that the Pabna Town 
Food Committee has been superseded by the District Magistrate of Pabna. 
1 am making an enquiry into it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Under what authority has the District 
Magistrate superseded the functioning of the duly constituted Pabna Town 
Food Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The District Magistrate has 

authority so to supersede it, hut it is obvious that although he may have 
the authority, he should not exercise it capriciously, and for that reason 
since a complaint has been brought to my notice, l am looking into the 
matter, and I shall try to ascertain whether he has had good reasons to do 
so or not. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state if he is aware of any District or Subdivisional Food Committee of 
which there is no official Chairman although the Committees have been 
constituted as claimed in accordance wdth the instructions issued where 
there was no stipulation of putting official Chairman? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : So far as I am aware the 

Chairmen of the District Food Committee and the Subdivisional Food 
Committee are the District Magistrate and the Subdivisional Officer 
respectively. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is that the direction in the ruleP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, those are the direc- 
tions. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
the directions in the rules were definitely not for executive officers to 
.become Chairmen, but rather to encourage the District Judge in the case of 
a District Food Committee to be made the Chairman if he was so willing f 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: No, that is not so. The 

District Judge was encouraged to be the Chairman of the City or the Town 
Food Committee, but not of the district. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what principle has been kid down in the reservation of special 
supplies in the hands of District or Subdivisional Officers from out of which 
special supplies are to be given to local people, official and non-official P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I do not think, Sir, that 
there is any such provision that any special supplies should be maintained 
for officials and non-officials, but in certain matters like kerosene oil a 
certain percentage, something like 10 per cent., has been provided to be 
kept back in order to supply to industries and priorities like war-workers, 
students, and artisans and for special occasions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in 
the district of Murshidabad both in regard to the town of Berhampore as 
well as in respect of towns like Lalbagh and Jiagunj-Azimgani a large 
number of tins of kerosene have been kept back from being distributed 
through the Food Committees and are supplied by the local officials not 
only to officials of Government but also to non-officials like Rai Bahadur 
Surendra Narayan Singha and Sripat Singh Dugar and the like, some of 
whom have no public duties to perform? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No, Sir I am not aware 
of it. If the honourable member asks me to do so, I shall make an 
enquiry. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that when one Commissioner of the Municipality of 
Jiaganj-Azimganj brought to the notice of the District Magistrate the 
irregularities being committed by the Town Food Committee of Jiaganj, 
he served an order on that Municipal Commissioner warning him under the 
Defence of India Rules not to raise any objection ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No, Sir. I am not aware 
of it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government’s attention has been drawn to a publication in the 
newspapers of Calcutta two or three days ago inviting attention to the 
^regularities in the distribution of kerosene oil and sugar in the Jiaganj- 
Azimganj Food Committee, and also inviting attention to this alleged order 
of the District Magistrate threatening to take action against that unfor- 
tunate Municipal Commissioner for having invited his attention to such 
irregularities ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. My attention has 
not been drawn to it, but I am aware of the fact that there is a tussle 
going on in that municipality between some local parties, and there have 
been all kinds of allegations made on one side or the other. I have not 
thought it of sufficient importance to enquire into the matter, hut, as I 
have said, if the honourable member desires, I shall institute an enquiry. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister take note 
of it here and now and start enquiry as to why the District Magistrate 
issued such a threatening order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : I shall do so 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you. 

Mr. D. C. 8MYTH-08B0URNE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if .mustard oil is being distributed on a ration basis? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. t. 8UHRAWARDY: Throughout the province? 

Mfe D. Ge 8MYTH-08B0URNE : I mean the Darjeeling district. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We have not sufficient 
supplies of mustard oil to distribute on a ration basis throughout the 
province, but in the area from which the honourable member comes, that 
is, the Darjeeling district, mustard oil is being distributed on a ration 
basis in the municipalities. 

Quota of kerosene oil and sugar for Birbhum district 

•35. Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state— 

(a) what is the annual quota of kerosene oil for the non-essential popu- 

lation of the district of Birbhum ; 

(b) whether per capita supply for non-essential population is the same 

as in all districts of the Province ; 

(c) what is the total annual quota of sugar for the district of Birbhum; 

(d) which is the annual requirement out of the quota of sugar as 

referred to in ( c ) for — 

(t) Police Ration Stores, 

(it) Ration Stores for other Government employees, and 
(tit) F.R.E. hospitals ; 

(e) what is the per capita supply of sugar in Birbhum for the population 

excepting those who are in receipt of rations from Ration Stores 
for police officers and men or other Government employees; and 

if) what is the per capita supply of sugar for those who receive ration of 
sugar from the Police Ration Stores or Ration Stores for the other 
Government employees? 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. BUHRAWARDY: (a) 93,408 tins. 

(6) Yes. 

• (r) There is no fixed annual quota of sugar for this district. The quota 

fixed for the sugar year 1943-44 (i.e., December, 1943, to November, 1944 > 
"vas 13,800 bags equivalent to 37,960 maunds. 

(d) Annual requirements out of the quota of sugar as referred to in (c) 
for the following stores and hospitals are noted against each of them: — 

Mds. 

ti) Police Ration Stores ... 493 

(it) Ration Stores for other Government employees ... 1,800 

(iii) F.R.E. hospitals (all recently opened) 100 

(e) ljch. per month. 

{f) Police Ration Stores — from 5 to 14 chataks per week. 

Ration stores for the other Government employees — 5 chataks per week 
on an average. 

Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Is it not a fact that the 
people of the district of Birbhum were not supplied with 93,408 tins of 
kerosene oil during 1943-44? 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. B. BUHRAWARDY: I am not aware of that. 

Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: With reference to answers 

(e) and (/), will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state why there is this 
difference in the matter of per capita supply of sugar between Government 
' employees and others? 
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The Hon’bie Mr. H, 8. SUHRAWARDY: I know that the difference 
is very obvious and is considerable. It seems to me that the amount of 
sugar is so little that even if we were to put the others on the same basis 
as 1 5/6 chataks per month there would not be any appreciable increase in 
the per capita allotment of sugar. 

Retail price of “ata” sold at 8uri. 

•86 Or. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: (a) Will the Hon bU 

Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(*) the ex-storing agent price, at which retailers purchase ata at Suri 
(Birbhum) ; 

(it) the price at which retailers are allowed to sell ata to consumers ; and 

(Hi) whether any quantity of ata was sold in auction from the godown 
of the storing agent at Suri (Birbhum) by the Assistant Director 
of Civil Supplies, Birbhum, or by any other officers of .the Govern- 
ment P 

(b) If the answer to (a) (tii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(%) what was the price per maund at which the ata was thus auction- 
sold to consumers by the auction-purchasers ; and 

(it) whether the ata thus sold was examined before auction sale? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : (a) (i) Rs.11-8 per maund. 

(it) Annas 6 per seer. 

(iti) Two hundred and seventy maunds of ata , out of the consignment 
received at Suri on the 26th June, 1JJ44, were sold in auction on the 13th 
September, 11M4, from the godown of the storing agent at Suri by the Assist- 
ant Director, Civil iSupplies, Birbhum, with the approval of the District 
Magistrate before deterioration started. 

(b) (i) This ata was sold by the auction-purchaser at a rate not above the 
controlled rate. 

(ii) Yes. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon’bie Minister 
be pleased to state what was the controlled rate at which this quantity of 
ata was sold iu auction P 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The ata was not sold in 
auction at the controlled rate. The question was asked whether the auction- 
purchaser resold that ata to the consumers at any rate above the controlled 
rate and the answer is that he did not. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Is the Hon’bie Minister 
aware that this ata which was sold in auction at Rs. 6-8 per maund was 
resold to the consumers at Rs. 12-8 per maund? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: That might have been so 
So long as he did not resell it to the consumers at auy rate above the 
controlled rate, I can have no objection. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased to state why 
the ata was sold at Rs. 6-8 per iqaund? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: It would appear that the 
offioetfe took the view that deterioration had started and if it was not sold 
off and distributed, it would be a total loss. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: If the deterioration had 
etarted why then was the ata sold in auction publicly for the use of * 
consumers r 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Deterioration was about to 

start. There was no off-take. Apparently the idea was to give that ata 
to tflie trade so that the trade might make special efforts to secure the off-take. 
Suppose we had not sold? It would have deteriorated and it "would have been 
a total loss. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that 77 maunds of ata which had been declared as condemned was 
sold to some people who used it for fishes in the tank, as a result of which 
the fishes died in the tank ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY s I hope the fishes were 

given a decent burial. But 1 am not aware of that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
District Magistrates sometimes take the view that atn question with respect 
to such supply matters of deterioration amounts to an offence being a pre- 
judicial act within the meaning of the Defence of India Rules and 
threaten local gentlemen if they try to bring to his notice the dangers of 
forcing unwholesome food on the people? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : It is fur too general a 

statement. I don’t think that District Magistrates can possibly take that 
view it they feel that the gentlemen bringing these facts to their notioe 
act bona fide. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is now in a position to state wdiat happened to the unwhole- 
some ata which was declared as such after examination by the local Govern- 
ment Analyist at Berhampore in connection with which the Chairman of 
the municipality had to issue instructions not to have any of this ata sold 
to the townspeople and the District Magistrate issued several orders under 
the Defence of India Rules seeking to take away the powers of the Chair- 
man of the municipality in this connection? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: How do you connect the Berhampore 
matter with this? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Out of the previous answer about 
unwholesome food. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER : I don’t allow that question. 

Enquiry into the nurse-outrage allegation against the 8 utodi visional Officer 

of Ki8horeganj. 

*38. Babti A8HUT08H LAHIRIs (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that on the night of 17th August, lf>44, Mayarani Biswas, a nurse 
of Kishoieganj, and Induruui Mitia, a nurse of Kishoreganj 
Destitute Hospital, were deputed to attend the wife of the Sub- 
divisional Officer after her delivery, while they were on duty; 

(u) that they complained of attempts at outraging their modesty the 
same night by the Sulxlivisional Officer to the House Surgeon 
of the Hospital ; and 

(iit) that they subsequently sent a petition to that effect to the District 
Magistrate, the Commissioner of the Division, and the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state— \ 

(t) if the Government jias marie an enquiry into the matter; and 

(it) if not, why not? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hobble Khwaja 
Hr Hazimuddin): (a)(i) It appears from the report of the House Surgeon, 
S. D. Hospital, Kishoreganj, dated the 17th October, 1944, that nurse 
Indurani Mitra was sent to Subdivisional Officer’s bungalow to attend the 
wife of the Subdivisional Officer in absence of the Subdivisional Officer at 
10 p.in. There is no record to show that Mayarani Biswas also was deputed. 

(it) No such report has been received. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(h)(i) Yes. 

(«) Does not arise. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI : With reference to reply (a)(ni) % will 
the Hon’ble Minister lx* pleased to state what action was taken on the 
petition Y 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government asked the District 
Magistrate to enquire into the allegations. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: What was the finding of that report ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: After enquiry, it transpired that 
the allegations were main fide. 

8J. NARENDRA HATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

S leased to state how they have come to know that on that night the Sub- 
ivisional Officer was absent from his house at 10 p.m.? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He w r as out wffien the nurse was 
deputed. 

81. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he had been out on duty or only casually to escape 
the charge Y 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The matter was thoroughly 
enquired into and it was found that the nurse did not make any complaint 
on the night of the alleged occurrence and that after her dismissal from 
service for neglect of duty it was an afterthought and at the instigation 
of some mischief-mongers these allegations were subsequently made 

Rai Sahib MONMOHAN DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that Mayarani Biswas is a nurse of the Muslim 
Orphanage Y 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 do not know. I ask for notice. 

Rai 8ahib MONMOHAN DA8: Will the Hon 'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government will kindly enquire into the record of the 
Muslim Orphanage Y 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 submit, Sir, this question does 
not arise out of this question. 

Rai Sahib MONMOHAN DA8: Will the Hon 'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that on the night of the delivery of his. wife, 
one nurse, Amiya Sen, wus deputed to attend to his wife? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have said that Indurani Mitra 
and Mayarani Biswas were deputed. 

Rai 8ahib MONMOHAN DAS: Is it a fact that on the 16th night 
Amiya Sen was deputed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have no information. 
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Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNOU: Will th* Hon’ble Minister be 

£ leased to state the dates when the petitions were sent to the District 
lagistrate, the Commissioner of the Division and the Chief Minister? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No petition was received by the 
Chief Minister. The petition of the nurse to the District Magistrate is 
dated 3rd September, 1944, and the letter received by the Chief Minister 
was not from the nurse hut from the Provincial Hindu Mahasabh#. 

Dr. HALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what occurred on the night of the 17th August, referred to ayart 
from the 17th October, 1944, mentioned in answer to question (a)(t)r 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The allegation made by the nurse 
Indurani Mitra related to the occurrence of the 17th August, and her 
petition is dated 3rd September. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But this answer relates to the 17th of 
October and evidently there were other incidents. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if any allegation was received by the District 
Magistrate from the complainant, Amiya Sen, who was a female nurse in 
the Kishoreganj Destitute Hospital relating to the incident of the night of 
13th August, 1944? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No complaint apart from the 
complaint of Indurani Mitra and Mayarani Biswas was received. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, there was certainly one from 
Amiya Sen. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there 
was a petition to this effect : — 

“fafrs 4 $ & :>oi*i88 *t fa *it 

S. D. O. y\Km 'mrc* ’Strtt Stfan *tt it* I night 

duty far I ’Sjlfa ^fir a (? fall *ttft m l” (noise) 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: What are you reading from, Dr. Sanyal? 
I do not allow that question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased 
to state if in the petition submitted to the District Magistrate by Amiya 
Sen, dated the 1st of September, 1944, specific and definite allegations bad 
been made complaining that on the 15th August, 1944, at about 10 o’clock, 
the Subdivisional Officer in his hunglow wanted to outrage her modesty in 
her house and that because of the complaint made by her on the 22nd 
August, 1944, she was dismissed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The complaint was received from 
Srimati Amiya Sen, dated the 1st September, 1944, and received by the 
District Magistrate on the 3rd and altogether there ivere three complaints 
and the then District Magistrate asked the Additional Civil Surgeon to 
make an enquiry and he reported that all the allegations were false and that 
there was no basis for any of the allegations. When the complaint was 
received from the Hindu Mahasahha bv the Chief Minister he had an 
enquiry made and the then District Magistrate jiersonally enquired into the 
matter and he reported that the allegations were false arid he went so far 
as to say that he considers the whole story is fabricated and false and has 
been brought in due to personal, communal and political reasons. 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the enquin was held and who were questioned besides 
the nurses and the Subdivisional Officer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 cannot give at length who were 
the actual persons hut enquiries were made from the Surgeon in charge and 
the Additional Civil Surgeon who enquired into the matter and from other 
witnesses. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the charge that the 
allegation was of a communal character, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the respective names of the complainants and the 
Subdivisional Officer and the community to which they belong? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED At-I: The name of the Subdivisional 
Officer is Mr. Iiizby and he is a Muslim. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What are the names of the com- 
plainants and what is the community they belong to? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The names of the complainants, I 
have already said, are Indurani. Mitra and Mayarani Biswas. 

(At this stage the next question was called.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, it is a very important question 
about the conduct of the Subdivisional Officer 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS lam not here to discuss the conduct of the 
Subdivisional Officer. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Dr. Sanyal, I will not allow this. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Sir, it is a vital question and 
so more supplementaries should be allowed. 

(In the midst of these Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali rose and began to 
read the reply to Starred Question No. 40.) 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, are you going to stifle the 
Opposition in this way? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, who is in possession of the 
House — myself or any other? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, this is not the first occasion: 
whenever Hindu women are outraged and molested, you and your predeces- 
sor, the Speaker, always behave in this way. We protest strongly against 
this. You have in all cases systematically shielded the Muslim officers — 
you and the Speaker. I do charge you with deliberate attempt to stop 
discussion on the conduct of the Muslim officials in this way. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, the Parliamentary Secretary, 
without being asked, volunteered a reply which was very provocative and 
he wanted to say that it was only a communal matter, fey that he meant 
to say that these nurses could lower themselves to such a position that 
they would stake their honour to spite their communal grudge on the 
Subdivisional Officer. That is why some more questions have to be put to 
clarify the position and the intention of the Parliamentary Secretary in this 
regard. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL* I should like to know, Sir, whether 
you will allow further supplementary questions. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I must say you are out of your 
balance. ^ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Only to keep you in balance. 

Mr. «CJ»UTY SPEAKER: It is about ten minutes that this question 
is going on. Supplementary questions in the Assembly do not mean cross- 
examination by lawyers as in a court. 1 am prepared to give you more 
time if the questions arise out of the replies. 
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Dr. Sanyal, you ought to have considered that at least I am flitting 
here not to indulge in communal matter or this or that. I hope you will 
withdraw -the remark you have made. I will have no objection if you 
carry this question for another, say, 5 minutes or 10 minutes, but you will 
withdraw the remarks against the present occupant of the Chair and the 
Speaker. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: 1 would most certainly withdraw 
my charges if there is no ground left for such charges and if you allow 
me supplementary questions I do withdraw. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 will give you three minutes' time. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to rotate whether in the enquiry held after the Chief Minister's attempt to 
obtain open enquiry, the girls alleging the molestation were examined ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : 1 ask for notice whether they 
were examined afterwards or not. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state what position this Subdivisional Ottieer holds in respect 
of this hospital to which these two nurses were attached ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the girls or any of the complainants were informed about 
the 'holding of the enquiry when this enquiry revealed that this was of a 
communal character and deliberately engineered to lower the reputation of 
the Subdivisional Officer? 


Khan. Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot definitely say whether 
they were informed or not but the enquiry was conducted not once but 
more than once. 


Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if. all these petitions were filed after these nurses were dismissed 
*{rom the liospital? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir; the complaints were 
received after dismissal. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the' Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the dismissal took place on the 22nd August when the 
complaint wac made to the Civil Surgeon of the district verbally? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, no complaint was made 
by these complainants till after dismissal. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Government consider the 
desirability of ordering a judicial enquiry into the allegations mude 
against the official? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir; Government are satis- 
fied that these allegations are absolutely untrue. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether all these things have been engineered by the local 
Hindu Mahasabha after these two nurses have been dismissed and they 
have received their petitions after dismissal so that they may be re- 
instated in their jobs? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say who were the per- 
sons responsible, but it is a fact that the complaint was received long 
after the dismissal and it is also on record that there were other interested 

S ersons who in order to buttress the case of the dismissed nurses put up 
lese false allegations. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what facilities were given to these complainants to sub- 
stantiate their case before the enquiring authority and whether witnesses 
cited by them were examined by the enquiry committee? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED AL!: I do not know what opportunities 
were ^iven, but I presume opportunities must have been given by the 
Additional Civil Surgeon. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Questions over. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of privilege. This is an 
important local question of Mymensingh and I submit that this question 
be held over till tomorrow. 

Mt. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. 

(The House was at this stage adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 


( After adjournment.) 

General Discussion of the Budget. 
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*1*191 hi* if**ti5 -m H5i* ire* 5T* spa <3i*i *ia-*icfr 5ft** 

*ti* 5rf*cu5, (5i*g«3r* ch* 9fi *pi nfrcicg *1 1 *nft* *ft C 5 17*'3* K 1 
*tT5* '3 *l*fr* *fl *Tt* *lfe*9l* 1*1^ f 5f«t 51599 4C*9^C4 OfO 4C*tlStl* 
*1C** 1 C*HC* feftfr C*t55* Cotfc canvass 91** 4*1 *C5T* C* C91* «rf* acquire 
9*1 7* (* I C*l* *lf* enfr 1** 3151*1 9S I C*HI* 5191* 9fWl* 5fl* acquire 



GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


122 


[21st Feb. 


ei&r t c g i 4ifl tow ^rPnrtc^r c^ur 4$4tt$ i 3t4t4i wlY 

<Pnr itcn n i 4* «»t4 ifs4 4i i^ii 3 mm ftfpi ctoyi fcfra i 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 4t4sT3 '4»T’ff5 s 
4 C?mi 314 iteri? 4i«Pi4 tffiics* >444 ^f%cs fcf*r «rc 

4104 <4 4s;i44 4lOSf1> 4Mf5 •Wil^tfvs^'oHi *tt1 ‘ p tf% T $Tt^f ^04 Cl ^tR 

5'C3fij(. t 'M 4<Tlc4‘$ mH?(4C44 43*T15 '.*1* ^[441 ^Ti4C,^*f 

ts** icsrc^r tffa farffi, •£ ?mni ikhi ifer mx, iftifi 

4fl«Tt4 <fT#hR ltd ifm^ <5Wfe* 4m-4Tll5 TfaH 441114 ’ft4F IHTCIi 
! 3 [RHfl 5T 4 I 

53 p^f% stt? ori^hi men citimi cmrft mil itrsil-imii i 4 Hr' 9 fir 5 14 
cw im *ff 4 im itRn 401051 sms fV c*F i iftn 11 <^nr c ti »ttir tin iw 
in n f<rti3n ormi “itit” hi ic4i vft : t«Mt <sft #3 simPra “isr ^sh itcsifc’ 
4T47t4min frorc? “nwitwfr” itiyi i sushi mf% i’ci itstfta m-fiFm 
^rlrffs 41 ^ITlfs Mtt? I 41t3 l-JlSlI, IvflStl, 43tSt1, ItlTlSlI SJSf® 'artl4ft< 
^retm mrs -tim itfirs it«tft monsr ititw nc®fc-imi4 w sr'rs sfi 
V atTglj SHSH 6 ^ 47WTT 4MI 4R4t4 04 SltltOII 1*11 0*103 “W?’ 

srwi fries 74 i’cio? st4 offisfaro mfi mu ?fi mum meirBiti «to« 
?T54 mcH? 1"41S 1104 101 l’cl <7$ CsfllEfsrFlft HHtOH HIT* flOimi 

14fr— 


vm i 

1J41 1< I 

“ltfcR54 ItflOS 4fl HOSitft fill' lfr4, 
ST^iti rfti^ c'-t’tnft 
4404 41(441 104, 

SfClftll *tf441 404, C4f4 C5tCl— 
ifalto C*tt 4t’«Tt4 
'4t4-4nr 44tW4 4tRr#f 4tt«fc — 

4f c*rf% csti^f4 ! ^Rr^'sRrfl ! 

C5tWw U4f44 4fST4f?T4C4 
^f4 4f<4t4 4fS4^Tf*rC4t4T‘t 

*r«rm, 

’ItTS^’ratt 4(4 4tf«R ^544 
istnftsn 414JI, «ranfti' 

itcsife oti'T 

<34«phr ci* JHfirer ^<rot4 
C3t^- 1 1t4t4t^4, 

414 05 C4lf% 44r«Rl4 (4»t^4tf44f, 

44f*T4l CfCI ^414 03413, 
t'CPf ^'iflfTilf^i, 4'34Mt 

Tf% W '4#4T4 JpT3-*t03ff4 I 
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to urn cto ntf$ hot wft. 

Tim ^sircs Sd ntf% to *fir ; 
t?U n;rto r ch ton i 
C*C*1 to ^51 hh ttm *n csrsi . 
toto ^rvfi toW HfaiTl to 

to hi ntfcrit fto Htfto «rfa, to'-R ^5 *<to $ft 

R*fR ftft nfto hi i 

il f.H to Hl=1 4 f *1 ! 

toftto 4ft) *pfR yfa *Kto 
toes fto w.t* torr i 

to 3 *to =^vf| ^ 

toH to CH3 *rtto "ttfHT, 4Hto I 
fi’Stft Hf%H SI fto HOT? Htfo 
fHTT3 ROT I 
<rft'. n:u*fmi t 
^faUS, 3*OT fto fklO *fto r 

C 5 *fft HUm toOT ’ Special Branch ^ HI ftoU favtotH 

tortor htht h< sfa <tshot ^tmtH fRR tots toto hi ; 

chRi fto ftou^ ; ^ot tor totn h^htR^ hhus to i 

#* # 

HtHHUf Hit toUto Tufa'S H^P'OT Hfts^ ’JpW, *ft&, to $OTfaH *tH 
htich-t •spfYUr to chhvs hot sftn hw UrcsfHs hOTcR ch rh hoth ton 
fern to ftfa <jotih to to fafi* 'pfto shut tprm ctoun ch* to$f%H 
T**t T5TH3 *pmt rot 7’ch hhus nt a <?ft] HttsHU “R” nt*r to 

HI HtR 'HHK “HOT” I HUto Hit toOT tfJHf- <$tH ?tH C*Ul HHtH HtW- 

< 1 OThi ruth — fa ! nmi nfo^ toh 4^5 Run tofe, RHfon ot Run tofe, 
to'3 utomr ^tonfa^ttoRs Run «ro wife, wft cwrfe, *rt* 

hh to 4 %^"? hhU" 5 HtUTH ton ntrRH T5 mnn? pffe to 

tou cmh csrpr fnfe*r to, fH%*r to m^rit mto w utqhi t® 
■r® Snun ton y'9Hi Hrtoc^ '4lur* 

■m um him trrtcm ^to to fr r hhi to h fe’v 

hhh ; — to% nfr htuu ifoi ntr^R nt^Ur ^HF^tor hf>.h h^iur — 

4 'It i b estimated that no less than 18 lakhs of people have been benefited by 
this measure and the expenditure involved is of the order of 80 lakhs’* 
“m'H Mr *T¥ CtoC^ ^ 3 ^ HTOT bO RtHH totHT CHOT rUT^ ; tot^ ^ HNl- 
ftf h^ut Hilo Run, <>to h^ 5 ^5^^ ton v\4ytv ^to to hi ; 4 * Sm 

totn ?? ento to ch HRtft t»Y5; mtR toi Tto to to: rh i 

CH Htot^CHF HRtft fHCto^Hto Ht^to 00 toR Sm HtHH ’HHtto HGto, 
ch Ht^to ton ■sflto tc: ^ urtf cto ^ t to tjfs hft6 hhc^h to 
:h *rw ctour to ftj hr 5 ? «iio toi to — otRi ton 
to, HtS^fUr HTtto, HffHH Ht5to W, RCHHRfit f?to tJThJtH 
. 't? nm* — ■ to to to ;*5 i 
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os * tft "'ffar? Tirtro ! 317151 cTO? n 1%C77 3T7-33trT? 73i ?f% i Tift? 

vSEtft?! 7f?V7'ft <5t3 7f757 3tr.37 ^tTt? 4 Sessions? ?T«I7 fTO33 ?fC*J? 

$3* (7(7 I 5S88-8G ’TOT <rf%T73 373fft 3t3 3t3li 47 3?C33 SRT 

33f7 777(57 *8 ,000s, Pf7i ; 7# am *t$ra 375 to a,o>\ i 317151 
csrsri Tfstfro wfps^ ?f§<T73 c^ti ?’c3 7f?f55 i C7 s ttc3'3 7ft to ttMwct? 
73 7t3t3r srattfj e stcTO > «tTO 375 733(7 g<f% 3i 77 ®js f¥ Tfarsift? 
TOjft fW5 7(3 ! 

4* <5 CTO ?f%7 73C33 73l I 73 33<&7-?rC6£t3 T3i7 833 I 4? 3*f715l 
CTOtTO* TIT 7'37f3 C7 3t7f7T 7?<f3 TO! 33t7 7(7(53 5,00,00C\ f78 ^C^l- 

33 *r$rs 335 7<.7C53 o5>aos fern i TMTtw? ^tf? 4 731 ^33 7(357 firo sft 

C3 83 475t C8T5f| f73t(3 3t' 5 Tt3 TO3T C7 |3 CTO7 4® fafe^T tfTt? faHft 3"W7 
3f£ ; lit? ?TC7tsrt73 $33(7 5 3? Pt7l 333; I ST'S C3sttC3 33tOT3 0 wftTO 
5 ISM'S 336 7C33 3t* I 3*Mi5t3 7(557 5t(77 73l #« <J7f?‘f( iBmIC?? 731 
3t3% 7T'7f53 77t*t3 15 * 13 3t(5ri?-7M' = k'5 §55 7'TO CTtTTl 7(7(53 ; f75 fsft 
® r f r -33 fa C7 TOfrft 3;5t(77 33f3f fl,5^,i55 N I?t7t7 3C7T '-(15 ^C^tTT 37TY 3t3 
5,bfi,50i\ fr(7i f7|> 7(3 7(7 43; 3f 5 ?li3 scheme 7(7 333 [ft 7373(717 3t(53 
f$7 5(5(5 ? 4? r’sj 3t;3t? <J3<53, 73^(73, 7t;7f7 7(7(3 *(7P , rrt73l 33 fafTC? 
7(3(7 tfC5gl I ■5P5 3^33 (773 7C3(53f3 333Ttft 3 f '35t%33 7(?Mr<5tT 73l, ’7(5*3 
C3 1 73t$ 7 73®t 7(7(7 f7(65 I Stm ^fCTM H51 , 37TO1 43; '.ttfaTfl? ?7ft 533 
3^t7 33 ; — 7t7t3 33t3 337 ? C*t3 3T7C5, Tt^fe 337 C3'S7t3 S^3f ^t^f33 

33f3t3 I 

Khan Bahadur HaJI BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : ? t3% CE'# »3W3 
3C3W3 ! '3t33t;3t3 5S86-8E 3t'.33 3tCST; 33T* 3t3^t7 '3'-'t'7i57 3^5137 C7 3^51 

8i33tC53 C3 733* \IHpt 3 f 3l 3(t7t^ 3I31'J 5tCs I ^T3tr.^ 4 73) ?:i33 3ir- Ft3fe® 
TtClitS: C7 '3C37 75) 3^? 3^51 7l37ti;53 43; ftfe'J f3ot^t3 '3t7-3T7 73T? 
< srtC3t53l stc^S, f75 4f 773 f3otC^t3 of3t|t3 3fT C75t 43ft3 §3fT5 3t^ ; 433 f7, 
#rtC73 113) ?T*tt3l C3C35i7ft3l 77T3 §3fT5 3t? I TRs^ 7t3tt73 73 731 '33C c fT 
C3t33 3tar I 7tf3 CS^Pt *3T7t3 3t?t7?C7 73C3t3 7f3 f%{3 C33 EftTTTJ 78^:317 
»fP5r7 f35tC33 C3C3pl?rft3l 7tTO5 §3f^5 3^ I5f7t3 3T3TI 7C33 I ^t'-tt3t 731 T^TJ 
3t;3f3 c3'5t^t‘t 43113 t[ClJi)7 f75t^^t3 73131 3^'il f"T33 ; lj|5|f.33 38 i 3T'9f3C5 

C73 l ^l M3I 73 3l i 7C33 I ^tf3 3t3^t7 \t37l car 37137C7 TtTt^Cif^ C7 

f%f3 47SR 315 fff33l? ; Ttft »f%? 7f3>>t3 3^3'S fTSt^ft? wf33t3C»3 ?(fef3f3 ; 
f%f3 ®*t?1? 315 f581 7C33, Mtf3 I 3f3t3 TO fS81 7f? I 7t33l'3 'htTlTT? wfTOtfl? 7t7-3T7 
73C? f36t3-f3C353l 7f?7l 3tf7 43; C7* fr3t7.3 3f3l'5 Ttf? C7 fsft C33lt3 335 
C3«tt^7ti:^3 l4t?tC5 3t;3TOtC7 3itf37l C7f33t3 3T3TI 7f?7tC^3 I 7{77t77) *JtT3F I5t3 
415 C7lft Pt7l 3TC73 3tC7p C73 f 

7f3 7^05 77 I5t71 !tC3 C3? 733tTO 335 73tSre 77 I f78 33713 C7 

Tfc? 33(53 33t7 7f37fi:?3 IStTtTO Pt7l3 73317 7t(3 I #7t3l C7 Pt7l TO3 C7f3- 
TOT.53 47«tl 3tf33! C3R(i5(f3 31 1 f7?tTO: f3f%3 7tglt f53tP(.3(‘P TO33 TO 
fct7l 335 7f3raf3 ; §37tt33 73«ttTO 3TC73 7t3 C3 7^ (S'ft atTl 7t? 3f5n?5 
7^.7 31 I !f('5r7 i§f37C33 73f (3t7 (7^71 3t7f(f ; 3t^tt7 7E ?§(373 TfTTtt^ 
C*T^7 I 47 4773C7 CTO 3’ Pt7l 7f?7l (TTSTl 77 I 4$ Pt7l TO3 C7%l CTO3I 
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97 i < 7 t<f 7 t?i fvs\ TFfinn c*fac 77 4 $ ^ fcfai Ttan f^fafaft atm wf 73 7 rfiroft$ 7 , 
4 * w# wr«r 5*rfas 9t7t<^ i 7trei ctwi 5fa$ c* wt« 

ret* c* fa7 4$ m Tfare *ttfirc7 re fa7 3 T 9 ii *7 7farc vrtfac7 ti ; faro 
reel* Ttlro i ^tsr timthti <rr 7t:7trere7 5*t7 re Ttt oft* 

*frw re? <7t*f7fre7 v-j 7fri fetuft 77 vij^* 737 77 i Tfanri? 

fajfr f57?tft 77 , 7tT73 77 i nw vn fare ts*i 5fo3 1 *rtfar ^5 

7<77 7twfr7 w wre *ns7 ^ \svfr fa7tfe7t7 ; tstsn qw *farer <7tw 4<stre 

^tetre sFfys rtre r ^3 71 i fafer Ttgl? faoft/re 477 tttti re qw* 4 *rfal 7 , 
tftTre c^Flt^r nm 7T<m i fipTfa 7*fa7i re77 ttj ton '9 Tre ifo* <7toni 
9t?rtre 3 9trere i ton srhn Tre (7i fafafafa ctti rtcsc* $t9i *fihn 

fare *ttft i qi^p? farstre S^sTrei <*rre ^fain tJctWi toro ^ «t*reo$ 

faro *wt7i itt facT 1 «j& farei^7 7i i 

^tsr c*ci Tfr, ftfa 7ft i wroi* re fa ton *tcti ta ti refattT 
7fare *1tre7 71 i Tim ctogtr t^tti srfTft re ste|tre ftfa 7ft i ret^ffa *Wt 'S 
£ 7:77 ^rr ftfa *tt 371 Ttt 7ft i 477 fa stoPstre *ttrs ftfa fast 71 I 
Trfrtfl’ilfl 51 *tfr77 ^7 9^-pg fofa* 'Sfot^ 97 71 I ^rt*fa£7 *7l fa <7t7 7f77 ? 
<?Fi7 s53C7f< re*t$ *fltreC5 71 I 7fl*f7fln ^^7 *f77t 7C77 fa7 C7^tT7 91^5 7t? 
(TT<fir7 rfS fare 717 (TF7 Vtfa 71 1 4UZ 77 ^fl 77 71 I C7frt7 91^5 faC77 C7&1 
T^T ^\Z 7rfaC77 I & »M C^faTl 7^7 97 faf%7 Ttflft fiTSt^Pl T 7^F l i c l7 
i37; ‘TTT-f^r^ | 

■3f17 ilT^t TvTl 7fa I 7r7 7j7rtt, faffl 7C77 “tfa 7t^ftC^7 I 

»tfa 7^f7 7f^ ^ *5trt? CTta C717F 71 ^ 7(TT I ^ CVUT3 <5t$lfc 

r^rexsii ( 7 T^ ^ 7 f ^r 77 l 7 f 7 c*sfe 01 , 7^77 faf %71 T^fa ^faCT^ <5 7¥7 fa^Tl 

7J *m I '7MI7 7ft 7l9l77M 6 t fa^<1 ^7mr5n:7 faCWTT? C8T7t7 WH 

7(7 ^(.77 I T'fOTjtt ijf%7«Tt7l ^f77t7 7r7T 7t^ 7^97 Ut7tfe77 I cQfa7flft7t7 
^rf7^K c t7 B?7r Ml 7f7 &17I ift? 7K7f%^ 7f9l7T 0 7t^ ^1777 WTl ^faTtC^T I 
7fa^^7, 1771 'SCTyS fa? 7 fas? C^Tl 7faRTl C7^ fat7 C9*ft 6l7 I "Ttfa 7f% ^]f%7- 
71717 F7i fare 97 7t-*7t7 77 977^tt7 fa7 I (TTSRTOT C737 ? f 2TTtfac r 5 75 

frtTl 717 9*^reC 1 ^ "7715 7C77? ^C7t^fl7 fa7(.77 fa(TF T^T 7# I 

7*1 7tTT77 CTRltV CWft7 (TKTR 7fC97 4^ftC7 S’rfare ^57 I €^7 ^1 

C7 C^Ct ^fa7 S^jfi 97 47^ OTpf 3 7^7T ^7^1^ 97 I fal ^ffa (Tffafftfa 

^ittft7 C^Tt^ Forest 47fat7 ^11 TfaBT 477 47: T7nj 8 9W7 477 7t7 wfa •ffeS 
7rf97tr^ 1 C7*rtc7 to? 7 m 7T7 C7*ft 1 Tftsr 4 ^ 7T7 ^fare 7t7r £^^7 

5F(%C7 5fr'4l7 faoTr/t 7tl7T7 7ot7 9^ 71 I ^5t7 9t7tC^ 7f77t^ 4^ 77^7 
7f%re 97 I 

*517 *17 frTtm Tfvfl 7fa — 75fa7 t^TW Tt*t7t71 77t^7tC57 ; ^fa frlfi, 
C77 ^tTf tf^fare 75 777 7 r ftC , ^C g 7 I 5t7^t7 5*17 ^TTTT, ^*1tft7 S*17 ^T’H 
frrm, 9|fT7 7tft7 7r<rrtT ^t7 tr7 7 S^t7 &Tm I Tfa T5 71 ^*1t#t7 7j7, fellTR 
C7»ft I TTifa 77C7t7 Tfa ! 3t7fa ’3 S*t7 77t$7l fa7 1 *11^6 7 

% 77 7tf77! faC7 591 9tre fa^7 ^PJ 9tT5 *1K7 I 

Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: Mr., Deputy Speaker, cm this oeeasitm we 
stand on the threshold of a .new financial year and hid good night to 
•the preceding year. In the history ot our parliamentary activities it is 
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a solemn occasion when we cannot choose to be frivolous. The supporters 
of Government will go wrong if they have nothing but unqualified con- 
gratulations for the Hon’ble Finance Minister. We too from the 
Opposition shall not be justified in heaping upon him unmerited con- 
demnation. The events of two years sw’eep before our eyes and we are 
about to embark upon their successor. The mistakes and follies and 
failures of the past constitute a landmark in the light of which we must 
shape our policy for the salvation of this hapless country. We will ring 
out the false and ring in the true. If we do not come up to the mark 
we have no right to continue us legislators. 

Sir, while listening to the classical statement of the Hon’ble Minister 
I could not help thinking that he held the poet’s pen and gave to airy 
nothing a local habitation and a name. This is his weakest point as 
Chancellor of Exchequer who has got to feed liunghy millions, clothe an 
equal number and rehabilitate the sunie in their normal sphere of life. 
There is no realistic approach to the problem. The statement, to borrow 
the Biblical language, is put in a network of silver, but it iH not an apple 
of gold. Even jrrima facie there is no new outlook, no reorientation. 
The budget as revealed through its mouthpiece does not appear to be a 
democratic dispensation. It is pre-eminently a budget for vested inter- 
ests. We beg, borrow' or bungle; the vast expenditure contemplated is 
not to go in any fair measure to the benefit of the have-nots for whom 
we pretend to legislate but is meant and earmarked primarily for the 
creation of additional staff to be additional pillars for the support of the 
power that be. Why are new posts, new' jobs and new machineries after 
all? They are brought into existence and are distributed as favours 
amongst favoured people who began a new hierarchy of vested interests. 

The budgetary plans this time last year, the Finance Minister tells 
us, aimed at the attainment of twa> primary objectives— first to prevent a 
recurrence of famine and, secondly, to administer relief to the famine- 
stricken humanity and control the epidemics that followed, and over the 
alleged phenomenal success of the three-told programme of production, 
procurement and distribution of food the Hon’ble Minister has become 
jubilant and proceeds to take the entire credit to his Government. It is 
difficult to open the eyes of such a gentleman ; he lives in complete isola- 
tion from the grim battle of life and is housed in his own dream which 
it will be useless to undo. But what 1 feel on this point very strongly b 
thut while appropriating fulsome credit to his Government, gratitude 
required that he ought to have remembered the never failing philanthrope 
of the public of Bengal who, it' anybody at all, are entitled to real credit, 
On yet another point the Hon’ble Minister betrayed his ignorance of 
realities. How fantastic has he become when lie says that the victims ol 
destitution and sickness are no longer adrift but have been provided witl 
food and shelter and medical relief. Even here he does not stop. H< 
is on his wings and finds a millennium for the destitute and the sick. 

Sir, as a matter of fact* on the production front, the achievement o 
this Government is practically nil. There is a huge wastage of public 
money without corresponding substantial benefit accruing to the countn 
therefrom. The eternal plough, the antidiluvian man behind the plougi 
and his old-fashioned method stood us in good stead all these years prim 
to the dismal 1943. But the Ilon’ble Minister must have to requisitioi 
the services of experts from across the seas and oceans and teach ; 
Govinda Samanta how -to plough a lonely furrow. Three-hundrei 
additional officers are being appointed for the purpose. The reorgamsa 
tion of the Department of Fisheries also involves the creation of 4 post 
of Deputy Directors, 8 posts of Superintendents, 2fi posts of Distric 

Fishery Officers and 85 posts of Field Assistants. The genius of tin 

Bengal Ministry lies in creating a multiplicity of jobs. The pompom 

proposals ill-suit the poor people of Bengal who will feel happy if the} 
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are not interfered with in pursuit of their own occupations. It appears 
that the deep distress of 1943 has not humanised the Ministry yet. The 
“Grow More Food’' campaign conceived and conducted as it is has so 
far proved to be a huge hoax. There must Ik* some hidden want in all 
that we do; there must be something wrong with the machinery we 
employ. The Government otticers seem to have lost their moral backbone. 
Far fiom seeking their reward in the efficient discharge of their duties 
they are found to take to short cuts. This is demoralisation complete 
resulting from nepotism and fnumritism. 

To pus*, on to the problem of cattle there is little room for optimism 
in the Hon ble Minister’s statement. Cuttle are indispensably neeessnry 
tor agricultural purposes. A breath can make Crimes and Isolds, but 
no enchanter occupying the Treasury Benches ran e\rr claim to create 
cattle at his sweet will. In our country cattle arc hound to degenerate 
as wc leave no pasture ground apart tor these dumb useful creatures. 
Even in the Hon'hle Minister’s mock heroic statement there is a high- 
scumling foolish proposal for bringing in railway side lands under 
cultivation as part of t hi' Ministry’s “Grow More Food” campaign. I 
laugh in my sleeves. Will fodder drop from high heavens? 1 am just 
reminded ot a certain yoshttla in \illnge Kamalpur within the sub- 
division ot Bagerhat. A fairly large area of land has been set apart and 
a ijothuhi Inning a suitable pttcai house created by a gentleman of the 
village at a cost of Its. lo.UUt). It is fit to Ik* a cattle-breeding station 
and dairy iarm. I do not know why it is not being utilised by Govern- 
ment. In tliis connection 1 draw attention to the problem of reclamation 
of Dnkntinr Brel. — a vast water-logged area which should have yielded 
paddy Miftieient tor the entire Sudar area of Khulna. Such reclamation 
will obviate the necessity of bringing any ami every piece of land under 
the plough and leave umple pusturage for the cattle population. 

Sir, the budget statement is mysteriously silent on tin* jute problem 
and is prices. The Hon’hle Minister is grievously guilty of this serious 
omission. It it is intentional, his guilt is all the more uggru\utcd. 
Government must announce its policy on this all-important subject. 

To come to Civil Supplies, one single line summarises the unhappy 
state of things prevailing there. Everybody directly or indirectly con- 
nected with it wants to make hay while the sun shines. Corruption and 
bribery are the order of the day. A new r lesson people have begun to 
learn under the present dispensation, namely, honesty dot's not pay. This 
Ministry in the enjoyment of its ephemeral existence thinks that it has 
obtained a lease of life in perpetuity. It is time it cried halt. 

The subject of famine relief calls to my mind the black chapter of 
the history of 1 943 Bengal. I do not pretend to possess the encyclopaedic 
knowledge of our modern Todurmull. But if I have eyes to see, ears to 
hear and a mind to judge what I came to know at Khulna must not have 
a parallel anywhere and the powers that he should take lessons from these 
laches. The history of Khulna from 1942 right tip to the middle of the 
year 1944 is a history of nepotism, favouritism, bungling, bribery and 
corruption. Upon his assumption of office as District Officer the present 
District Officer must have had to come across a hopeless state of malad- 
ministration — an Augean stable too vast for any Hercules. There is a 
temporary Sub-Deputy Collector recruited from the Jute Regulation 
Department. He began as a Circle Officer of Khulna and he soon became 
an Almighty under the patronage of the then District Officer. He must 
be in Famine Relief affairs; he must be in the improvised orphanage; ho 
mu-'t be in the milk canteens; he must he an engine to raise money for 
this and that and a lot of known and unknown things; he must have an 
institution in the name of his boss and collect funds; he must be arrang- 
ing sumptuous banquets for gods who now dwell on earth. So, he need 
not render accounts. He is above fault. He lives like a prince and yet 
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he is a Circle Officer in a saline area. If there had been a secret service, 
that might have unearthed secrets. Bungling- in the affairs of Famine 
Relief and controlled goods beggared description. For the relief of the 
destitute and poor, Government had placed blankets at the disposal of 
local authorities for free distribution. Now it will be blasphemy to say 
that a large number of them this mighty man is said to have withheld 
and in the subsequent summer season in order to further the campaign 
of a candidate for election to the District Board the said blankets were 
used. A member of the heaven-born service happened to be his boss. So. 
people who spoke against him were scandal-mongers. Thus he moved 
and acted his heroic role under official benediction. Vainly, very vainh 
people moralise “Deep in ruin as in guilt”. 

To turn to big things from this paltry nauseating chapter, so far as 
bold headlines of post-war planning and so forth are concerned, Miffice 
it to say that it is distance that lends enchantment to the view. After 
the termination of hostilities a New World Order is no doubt bound to 
come on the sacrifices of patriots who are now languishing. But the 
credentials of the present Ministry will count for nothing when that day 
dawns upon afflicted humanity. The flag of Democracy will then be un- 
furled on the Admiral staff and vested interests will go into banishment. 
So, the Ron ’hie Minister and his colleagues may safely avoid their 
pompous post-war reconstruction plans and the mighty labours ot the 
Bengal Administration Committee. Who will listen to the foolish pro- 
posals mapped out and silly advice tendered by people who cannot move 
about without the help of crutches? 

lad us now ring the knell of publicity conducted purely as a sordid 
propaganda. We are war-weary and the pictures and poses ol boasting 
Fu 1st aft's of tin* drama have already stood ad nauscum. Shame is now 
ashamed of such publicity. 

So, by a proper planning and an honest husbandry the Hon’hle 
Finance Minister can yet save a vast deal and employ the same more 
profitably for the realisation, us he says, of his dream; “A greater 
fulfilment of life by the assurance of a decent standard of living for each 
and all”. Thus appealing from Philip drunk to Philip sober I do 
conclude. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi 8. ABDUR RAUF: Mr. S } >eaker, Sir, in rising 
to offer my suggestions and criticisms about the budget estimates for the 
year lP4o-4b 1 feel it my duty to offer, first of all, my congratulations to the 
Hon’hle Finance Minister about his novel and stimulating manner of presen- 
tation of the estimates for the consideration of the House. Before 1 com- 
mence, however, an analysis of those estimates, I must also say a tew words 
laying stress on the extraordinary situation which the present Ministry had 
to face immediately on assumption of office and how courageously and tact- 
fully the Ministry tackled the same successfully. In planning out gigantic 
schemes specially under abnormal conditions there are likely to he slight 
loopholes here and there and in the execution of stupendous tasks there are 
hound to crop up ordinary mistakes now and then. A survey of the work 
done by the Bengal Ministers during the year that is drawing to a close will 
convince anybody of the fact that the success achieved in the matter of 
wriggling out of the quagmire into which the province as a whole was 
thrown due to the war and the sudden outbreak ot a large-scale famine was 
almost phenomenal and that the mistakes were so few and so very negligible. 
By way of mentioning only one instance about which at the outset many 
shook their, heads in doubt, I may draw the attention of all sections of the 
Legislature to the brilliant achievement of the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Civil Supplies whose assurance about the regular supply of foodgrains 
throughout Bengal was carried out in a way which proves clearly that to a 
really resourceful and determined man with drive and personality nothing 
is too difficult Ur be negotiated even iu the face of tremendous (aids and 
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Himalayan difficulties. All the members of the Opposition side including 
resjKmedblo public leaders were loud in their denunciation of the present 
Ministry and in order to win over the people to their way of thinking, they 
were always telling them about the imminence of a more dire famine and 
the sudden collapse of the machinery which was set up for ensuring n steady 
supply and judicious distribution of foodgrains throughout the province; 
but all those prohesies had turned out to be false in spite of the scanty 
co-operation received from the public at large at the beginning at the time 
ot introduction oi various measures which the Government considered 
indispensable in order to meet the abnormal situation created by the war and 
the famine. In the light of what was done during such a critical year, I 
mn\ sitely foretell that it all sections of the house and the public work in 
close co-operation with the present Government and the permanent officials, 
then all future efforts about rehabilitation will be crowned with a greater 
success and the task of reconstruction of Bengal at the end of the war will 
he much easier. Every day lost now will be valuable time lost for ever. 
W it h this appeal for help, sympathy and co-operation to all concerned, 1 
now pass on to offer a few constructive suggestions for the consideration of 
the House and the present Cabinet. 


It is good indeed that the Hon hie l 4 i nance Minister instead of creating 
n huge smoke screen in course of his budget statement by a bewildering 
display of figure work has tried to bold up before the House a pen portrait 
d the progress made h\ the Government in the matter of relief, rehabilita- 
tion and post-war reconstruction and of the future plan* which are likely to 
mat in e and to he translated into actualities in course of the coming year. 

I find that the financial condition of the province will, it is feared, deterio- 
rate and there is no indication about any possible improvement in the situa- 
tion m the immediate tuture. Ibis is a great drawback which must produce 
a damping effect all round. There is no message of hope, no assurance 
about gradual lowering of the general price-index and no guarantee about 
ii^ul pi act ice of economy by all Government departments and non-imposition 
of an> fresh taxes. On the other hand, there is the pointed hint that esti- 
mates are expected to be far short of the actuals and that the Government 
are considering further possibilities of augmenting the revenue receipts of the 
province. There is a saying that every one should try to cut his coat accord- 
ing to the cloth he has but t his wholesome maxim was totally lost sight of bv 
those who prepared the budget estimates. The plea advanced always is to the 
etteet that necessity knows no law. It is because the conditions arc abnor- 
ina the expenditure cannot be controlled in any way and hence the duty 
of the Finance Munster is fully and adequately discharged as soon as he 
enum eiates the lists of likely heads of expenditure and mentions the various 

,Zt i i/T'/o Tr <- M Mv <l ’“' r - v i « : — wo all bow down to argu- 
i* • ? . Shnu , H nn ‘ ,rv *<> «plwo all possibilities of retrench- 

ment Is it not our bounden duty to consider carefully how this can be 
mended and where this will lead us in the long run* 

eotlivs] I "' l " ,e| l |al<> " < ‘*‘ < Js of the province are (1. fullest utilisation of all 
Villi . n ' w aste sm,l tallow lands throughout Bengal during the next eulti- 
>a on season. , >, import of yarns of all .-mints in sufficient quantities so 
that the present e loti, fam.no may be liquidated at. once, fit) « 'uiek reviva 

addi Zlj llh , Wi " -““''I- '!»<•» of’ the soil t„ earn 

additional sums by working during the idle months of (he year and (4) 

so ' thm the *t;l "7 ^oruitment to newly-ereated postH in alj departments 

h il’m' d 7 7r 4,,n< T d n,, '! hfHl of <* tfeater amount of the 

indMt allotments on salaries of .faff alone mav he departed from in order 
to produce tangible and instantaneous results. ' 

I have seen with my own eyes in many a village many acres of fallow 

!n n Bfl " '“( * i •y n ? as T h him l ll - v I'f ause the absentee owners are 
ndiflerent about bringing under the plough every inch of cultivable land 
A the honourable members «f this House who visit rural areas now and then 
will also assert the same thing in respect of their similar ex^nWi/all !,ve, 
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rural Bengal. It is strange indeed that when the prices of paddy and rice 
are still running high and the poorer classes are finding it difficult to pur- 
chase food at such prices, lands which may produce additional food for 
thousands are allowed to lie idle like this. 

Everybody here will agree with me if 1 tell the House with all the 
emphasis at my command that men and specially womenfolk, to enable 
them to live in society, require some covering for their bodies more 
urgently than food to feed their hungry stomachs. There is not a single 
female in Bengal who would not gladly agree to go without food for a tew 
days in order to get even a coarse .sorer to wear. It is a pity that there is 
no mention in the budget speech about the acute scarcity of cloth and the 
steps taken by the Ministry about the removal of the causes which led to 
that scarcity. 1 am convinced beyond a shadow of doubt that the present 
Ministry has the capacity for ending this state of affairs quickly. Hence I 
am begging the Uon’ble Chief Minister to do his very best in this matter, 
as early as possible. 

Cottage industries like hand-weaving, paper-making, oil-pressing, 
sugar-manufacture may be easily pushed on without much expert guidance 
more so on a co-operative basis as in China, but there is nothing to show 
that anybody spent a thought on items like those. When the industrial 
revolution took place in the western countries the conditions favoured such 
an upheaval but, the evils of over-industrialisation are manifest now even 
in the most advanced countries of Europe and the new world and yet in 
provinces like Bengal where manpower is always available in huge quan- 
tities, attempts are not being made at all about the immediate starting of 
suitable cottage industries. 

All this is happening in this unhappy province simply because the 
right types of men are not being chosen by the Government for the key 
posts. The same past tendencies of dumping every office with unworthy 
favourites ami superannuated men are rampant e\on now with the result 
that men with missionary zeal and practical idealism, men who lone 
confidence in themselves and their methods of work and who can take the 
initiative successfully in launching big productive projects arc being kept 
in the background instead of being bunted out and placed in charge. In 
choosing the subordinate agencies also great care is necessary for workers 
who work meclmnicalh and are by nature apt to follow routine matters 
and rules only should never be chosen for work in any department of a 
constructive and nation-building nature. With deepest regret I am saying 
nil this because I consider it my duty to caution my friends to see the 
writing on the wall. Those who try to cling to ideas and notions which 
are crumbling all over the world, are bound to repent later on for their 
failure to detect the fissures in time. These are not the idle words of a 
visionary but of a well-meaning, cautious man prone to analyse and 
appraise situations very carefully as a result of life-long public service and 
mistakes of the pust. 

The same age-old practice of recruiting experts and forming sub-com- 
mittees is held out to u,s as the only be&conlight which may enable this 
provincial ship to reach a comfortable aud safe shore through all mists and 
storms. I beg to differ from that viewpoint and beseech the honourable 
Cabinet members not to fritter away their energies in search of experts and 
in going through the recommendations of such sub-committees. The deli- 
berations of committees may he^of some use under ordinary conditions when 
the time factor is not at all of very great consequence; but under extra- 
ordinary situations like the present, deeds first, deeds second and deeds 
always should be the motto of all who are in charge of the provincial 
administrat ive machinery . 

As regards the supply of food to the inhabitants of Calcutta ami its 
suburbs, the recent decision of the Central Government about shifting that 
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burden again cm to the shoulder of the Provincial Government is highly 
regrettable and the Ministry should try to get that decision reversed at all 
costs. 

The “Grow More Food’’ campaign cannot be solved simply by appoint- 
ing d(H) additional agricultural officers of different grades, opening centres 
for distribution of improved seeds, advising use of manures in greater 
quantities and of improved varieties and making some budget provision for 
additions to the existing irrigation facilities. Human clement is being 
totally ignored in this connection. What will trained agricultural officers 

do in a place like Bengal where illiteracy and suicidal conservatism which 

is the outcome of such illiteracy will prevent the cultivators from taking 

the expert advice of such trained men? The example of Britain, Japan 

and <ueh other countries where literacy prevails and the recent experiments 
in China should act as an eye-opener in this matter. (At this stage the red 
light was lit but the member was allowed to conclude his speech.) 

I am sorrv to note that there is no mention of the sums budgeted for 
under ihe head “Education” in the speech of the Hon’hle Finance Minister. 
This is an omission which requires .some explanation in my opinion. A 
routine head like “Education” was perhaps considered of smaller import- 
ance in comparison with items like famine relief, rehabilitation, planning 
and reconstruction, etc. As the percentage of literacy in Bengal will not 
exceed 12 per cent, of the population whereas the percentage of literacy 
even in a country like China is higher, 1 wonder how an important item 
like that came io In* ignored in this way. 1 find, however, that a large 
sum ha- been provided under the head “Education” but as usual the amount 
allotted for higher education is much larger in proportion to the amounts 
provided for primary education for which far larger sums ought to have 
been hudgted. 

\\ ithout a proper planning for immediate mass literacy the condition 
of mral Bengal will never improve and this fact was lost sight of when 
the budget was being drawn up. I must, however, convey my gratitude 
to the Ifon'ble Finance Minister and to the Ministry as a whole for kindly 
making a provision for a lakh of rupees for sanctioning grants to the senior 
and junior madrassu- throughout Bengal for holding regular Ilefz-ul Koran 
chi-ses for creating Hafizes whose number is becoming scarcer and scarcer 
day hv day in this province. A much higher sum, say, at least four lakhs 
cught to have been allotted for an item like that. The Ministry will he 
tailing in their duty towards the Muslims of Bengal if this is not done 
early . 

hi conclusion 1 like to tell my Minister friends that my criticisms were 
all offered in a friendly spirit in order to help them in their good work with 
constructive suggestions which, if acted upon, will product* lasting yet 
quick results. 

Maharaja BHUPENDRA CHANDRA 8INCHA, of 8osang: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, let me congratulate the Hon’ble t he Finance Minister on his 
presenting before the House the most dismal budget in a pleasing langu- 
age. Some have compared the budget to sugar-coated ouinine tablets and 
others have Wen more trenchant in the criticism of the budget. We, how- 
ever, feel that the provisions of the budget may be likened to the experi- 
ments of the sugar-coated mepacrine tablets, now on, through improper 
hands much to the detriment of the people for whose benefits they are meant. 

Bengal Government have been handling amounts the like of which they 
have never done before. The question is whether the money tlmf has been 
or may be available is likely to be spent properly or not — whether the oust 
activities of the Government encourage us to accept their promises on their 
face value. Even though the past activities of the Government be not 
encouraging, some of the honourable members of this House may yet suggest 
measures with a view to improving the situation. As a new-comer to this 
House I feel rather diffident in encroaching on ihe province of veterans 
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from whom we have already heard certain suggestions and we hope to hear 
more. I should therefore restrict my observations to the narrations before 
the House of my experience gathered about the state of affairs in the 
countryside and of some places too far away from Calcutta and its suburbs 
as they stand affected by the present administration. I have recently been 
coming from my home that has been by a peculiar fancy of the Kulers 
included in what are called the “Partially Excluded Areas”. Those areas 
were Pandab Barjit and after 200 years of British rule those have again 
been declared as “Partially Excluded Areas” and to prove that they are 
partially excluded the headquarters of that area has been connected with 
the wholly “Included World” by a partially incomplete road, the only 
means of communication and supply of the produce of a paddy surplus area 
of the Mymensingh district, and this again is one of the oldest District 
Board roads in the Mymensingh district. The headquarters remains cut 
off from the outside world for four months every year. This is how the 
dual protection has been functioning in that area. This is also how* the 
road administration department of the Government is functioning in the 
Excluded Area. Is it not possible to hand over the proportionate road cess 
to His Excellency the Governor for discharging his duties to that area? 
W r hcn I reached the proximity of the railway station I was surprised to 
find huge dumps of paddy stocked in the open that, was waiting to be 
despatched by the railway and other means of conveyance. It was some 
relief to be told locally that measures were being taken to speed up 
despatch of the paddy ; but I was also told that the measures were very 
inadequate. This is about the functioning of another department of the 
Government. The question which naturally arose in my mind was, why 
is it that when the Government had made purchases or instructed purchases 
of paddy to he made in out-of-the-way places, they had not given proper 
thought to the situation that might aiise out of the difficulties due to lack 
of proper means of transport? Was it due to want of proper co-ordination 
arrangement between the various departments of Government administra- 
tion? Will it he improper to suggest that it is high time that the liaison 
work was thoroughly overhauled if there has been any already or one w r as 
instituted at once, if there is none. 

I then came to Mymensingh where I was told, immediately before I had 
arrived, it had been made known by heat of drum that it would he a penal 
offence to criticise a Government official anywhere. This kept me thinking 
whether there was something very gravely wrong somewhere. Suppression 
of criticism of popular Government leads to all sorts of rumours. I was 
surprised to find that the people were complaining about the inadequate 
supply of the essentials of human requirements. The people of the 
exclusively Daddy-growing area were complaining about the uneconomic 
price of paddy at which they were to part with their only source of income 
and from every nook and corner came complaints about the inadequacy of 
the supply of food, clothing and medicines. These are matters on which 
public sentiments are hound to he moved deeply. Instead of remedying 
evils it is unjust and cruel to thrust any dangerous pill down the throat of 
the people without letting them utter a word of protest. 

When I listened to the speeches of the Hon’ble Finance Minister I felt 
puzzled and wondered whether I had been in a dreamland on my way from 
the countryside, or I am here under the spell of a magician? But the 
stern realities of day-to-day life are too hard to allow the spell of the 
speeches to last for a long time. When the Government measures aimed 
at stimulating production, result in less milk, less fish, less meat, less oil, 
less cloth and even less salt, —nay lesser than the minimum requirements 
of human system, — the feeling that inevitably grows on us is that either 
the Ministerial promises are misleading or the administrative machinery 
has gone wrong somewhere. This Ministry had got a fair chance for 
overhauling the machinery. It seems they have not been able to turn it 
to good account. 



J945,} GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. 1*8 

The question of overhauling should engage the attention of the honour- 
able members of the House as well as of the honourable members who are 
occupants of the Treasury Benches, and the approach need be made with 
a spirit free from the common humau prejudice and shortcomings. 

I now come to draw the attention of the House and of the Government 
to the case ot the reminders, whose wailings may be compared with those of 
the Hon 1)1 e Finance Minister himself. But the Fiuance Minister stands 
on a better footing having been helped out of the Menton Award to the 
Xiem ever Award while the zemindars are on extremely precarious grounds 
without any prospect of help from any quarters. They have cried them- 
selves hoarse tor help in the matter ot speedy realisation of rents but to no 
effect . Now that the Agricultural Income-tax Act has been put into 
operation as recommended by the Fioud Commission, it is only meet and 
proper that that Commission’s recommendations about the speedy realisa- 
tion of rents should also be given effect to. The Agricultural Income-tax 
has come so suddenly on us that even the Government have been encounter- 
ing certain difficulties in dealing with ‘the provisions of the Act. Naturally, 
the zemindars may hope to get breathing time before the provisions of the 
Act are fully enforced. We hope the Government will at least instruct a 
lev, stringeut application of its procedure at the beginning. It is generally 
believed that the zemindars have of late reaped a good harvest, 
but the critics forget that the lean years through which the 
zemindars had to pass have left most of them hardly any chance to retrieve 
from that position. The generality of landholders are fur from being in 
an\ enviable position. 1 should even go so far as to suggest 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Maharaja, it will be better if you finish 
\oui speech after the player. I will give you full time. 

The ilou.se stands adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer. 

(The House was at this stage adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

( A ft e r ad jo u rn men t . ) 

Maharaja BHUPENDRA CHANDRA 8INCHA, of 8tisang: 1 should 
even go so far as to suggest that in consideration of the services rendered 
to society in its entirety, the case of the zemindars justly deserves to be 
treated with more sympathy and understanding at a phase of their 
existence when they have fallen on evil times and even on evil tongues. 

I should like to draw the attention of the Government to the desir- 
ability of reviewing the policy of giving protection to encumbered estates 
under the Court of Wards. When any estate is committed to the charge 
of Court of Wards the protection given should be wholly adequate and the 
Court of Wards should be in a position to discharge its duties in an 
efficient manner. The private zemindars have mostly to depend on the 
goodwill of the people for the successful management of their estates and 
it must be said to the credit of the successful landholders that the good- 
will on them are bestowed by the people under their care, in unstinted 
measures, in spite of many provocative causes to the contrary. But placed 
as the Court of Wards has been, the elements of personal touch with the 
tenants, as in the case of the zemindars, cannot form a feature of its 
administration in general. The laws governing it should therefore be 
helpful for easing tne performance of the task it is entrusted with. The 
Court of Wards’ success mainly depended on the application of the certi- 
ficate. procedure; this privilege has since been denied to it. We therefore 
hope thfct the Government will consider the desirability of reintroducing 
the certificate procedure with the estates under the Court of Wards and 
in the estates in areas where the revisional settlement operations have been 
over, and thereby help the speedy realisation of rents. The appellate court 
for cases under certificate procedure may conveniently be placed under the 
Civil Court instead of the Revenue Cdurt with a view to achieving speedy 
results. 
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One more point and I have finished. I appeal to the honourabh 
members and to the Government that remembering the past services of th* 
zemindars of Bengal to the economic, cultural and social uplift of the 
province as a whole, can they not treat them with some amount of consi 
deration before the mercy bullet is put through their chest? Do the scion 
of this great class which has served the country in so many direction 
deserve no fairer treatment from their countrymen before they are finally 
crushed out of existence? We hear of various services and reconstructioi 
schemes, we have also heard of special seats haying been reserved fo 
special classes for special kinds of services, would it be too much to expec 
that competent and qualified ones amongst the descendants of zemindar 
should be suitably accommodated and provided for under the variou 
schemes relating to land development, general administration, agriculture 
industries and the like? 

We are on the throes of great events and much of constructive geniu 
is required from persons who have the good fortune of guiding the destin; 
of our people at this critical juncture. Bengal has suffered much in repu 
tation during the past few years. Is it not possible to get together th 
best brains of Bengal to work for the common good of the Motherland a 
this great moment? Great achievements demand unprejudiced devotioi 
to duty. Little minds and great things go ill together. Is it too mud 
to expect that our leaders of the parties shall he able to forget their pas 
bitterness of feelings and join hands to work together for the commoi 
good of our Motherland? 

Rai Sahib MONMOHAN DA8: Sir, in criticising the budget, I wouh 
speak at the outset that the Ilon’ble Finance Minister has presented th 
budget with nice projects of popular schemes, such as food production 
development of fisheries, famine relief, anti-epidemic measures and so on 
due to which the Government shall have to incur a heavy debt of nineteei 
erores. 

Before going into the details of income and expenditure of each head 
I should speak that in these days of war emergency, sufferings and crisis 
the Government must bring all such relief measures and rehabilitation 
schemes for giving relief to the famine-stricken and distressed people am 
the Government should not hesitate for any amount of debt or expenditur 
as the case may be because the people must be saved. But the main ques 
tiou is whether this budgeted amount would at all come to the good of th 
distressed people of Bengal and whether this huge amount would be spen 
for good administration (doing equity and justice). We also want that th 
budget be pussed and the money be spent for the best interest of th 
people. But what do we find in the countryside? How the administra 
tion is running on and how corruption, bribery, maltreatment, mal 
administration, differential treatment and misuse of money are prevailini 
all over the province? 

Sir, from topmost officers to the lowest rank, how* they are dealing wit! 
the public and wasting public money and even some Ministers are spend 
ing the public money with vindictive motive for party propaganda? 

I would now refer to certain instances about the conduct and dealing 
of the resposihle executive officers, and I would confine myself wit. 
regard to public health, civil supplies and relief matters. Sir, you wil 
find that sheer injustice has been done unto the public and the democrac 
has got no place; and highhandedness by the officers is going on. 

May I be permitted to place before the House that at Eishoreganj tow 
in the district of Mymensingh an incident totk place at the Subdivisions 
Officer’s bungalow concerning 9ome female Hindu nurses of Kishoregan 
F. R. E. Hospital which implicated the local Subdivision^ Officei 
Mr. S. N. H. Rixvi, the most responsible officer of that subdivision. Wit 
regard to the conduct of that officer starred question No. 39 has bee 
answered this evening. 
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’ bf supplementary questions were pat but the Government denies 
fcny fctfth report Mrs. Amiya Sen is a respectable lady of that town. May 
S ask the Government why such a respectable lady should make such allegu- 
Stions against the biggest officer of the subdivision lowering her own dignity 
Jand" prestige? So far my information is that sensational matter waa duly 
fought to tike notice of the Civil Surgeon, Mymensingh, and other authori- 
ties by the nurses concerned. May I know what has been the result P 
What action has been taken by the Son’ble the Chief Minister? It is very, 
very regretable that the matter has been stealthily dropped. Sir, such ia 
the information from Katiadi F. R. E. Hospital regarding which I am told 
that a direct criminal case was started at Kishoreganj by a female Hindu 
nurse against the doctor of the hospital. 

A similar occurrence recently took place at Bajitpur F. R. E. Destitute 
Hospital implicating the clerk. I am told the matter was reported to the 
Civil Surgeon, Mymensingh, and to the Subdivisional Officer as well. 
What becomes the result? Instead of justice, the informants are put to 
trouble. What can be done? Because everything depends upon the report 
of the executive heads. You can easily realise where we are to stand. 

Sir, allow me to speak pf the Debt Settlement Officer of Kishoreganj 
Circle. He realised thousands of rupees while he was a Loan Collecting 
Officer at Bajitpur. It is understood he misappropriated about 5 to 7 
thousand of rupees, end the matter was traced after the lapse of a year. 
A sparrow whispers that the matter has now been peacefully dropped. 

Sir, with all the emphasis at my command I press that a non-official 
committee of enquiry should at once be appointed to remove all such vicious 
elements from the Government staff. 


To speak of the civil supplies, the jpeople are badly suffering for want 
of their daily necessaries mainly salt, herosene and cloth. This is not only 
due to sfyojrfage of supply,' hut for Maldistribution also. 

Here I would add that malaria U&S been in such a virulent type that 
almost 90 p^r ^epf. of tbe pet^e-jp parts of Kishoreganj subdivision 

are under, attack. Whst fcconf^ tpe .yondp tipn of the people if kerosene 
light be t not available in the; houses, pf, tpe pa,tiqnts at night? 

Cloth f hftS heed OUt’oiP'martdt.'^Ttie' bldffl'iilbthB that are occasionally 
-supplied through 'Co-opferatiV^ ■ ClOtftral Baii!fe r do not reach the poor 

people. 0 . , m t .:>• ".I! ' I wt ■' flm . t '’ill 


Mv friend , MK 1 Isfhil, tli& dtfeiii, 1 , io distribute cloths in 

the municipality selected by the 'Bdbditdsidnal Officer and a very small 
quantity which gpee to thei urnidn board ooidt^plled 1 ihbps becomes invisible 
in the next morning at the faif^y Of 1 the lotial vndtbttr? #nd where the poor 
peopk | are m .tftemd.Mi The Bobechcled 1 Castes and } Rfhdus as a whole are 
practically deprived of* itif *.H m . - i i 


Fresh tuiubld has how^ been crated ih EfShoi^eganj subdivision. The 

<■ M Mhi Jk t.. w ' J.L. 'll JLl ' 3 * i. £ XL- 


«•!*... \ uuw inseu creaieu in Jumorw£»U] subdivision, ine 

Subdmstdttal Officht in ovfler to gfci a junip or tp acmeve eredit from the 
Government hue born blind to give' Effect to the multi purpose co-operative 
society. An order has been passed by him that unless each ration-holder 
gui^fee^a minimum share of five rupees each, his tnjfoti Bitftjfly should 

Hundreds of people approached me with their ration cards that ration 
supply has been stopped since December ( ,Iaet r! Aqd the sufferi; * ' 
r; *** Hon’ble Mr. Jbgy^flt \f : “ 

it 


people know no Bb»„. 

Minister, Co-operative, attended a public 
Karimganj, where, 1 understand, the peojpl 
§ut«rpara uniobs placed f thbir grievance* i 


dot**. f Siili today they bavie 

no 


P- 

lc meeting at Panaher bazar, 
>le ' of Good bar. Sngfibtir and 
with ^titfonV' mtfnt th&r 
»* > r i IT RUv td*U 1 J iiUl 


UbK* U pui*ha.e.hW i* 1 

% iat ain TW iWof! kutt " 
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I would now place before the House not only the highhandedness and 
autocracy of the officials but also the conduct of the Minister, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal. During his recent visit to Kishoreganj, he 
played a very ludicrous game. 

Apprehending no reception there he took shelter under a suspended Sub- 
Deputy Magistrate who is a resident of Kishoregani subdivision to arrange 
reception. One Scheduled Caste Sub-Deputy Collector of Kishoreganj 
Criminal Court, who happens to be a Bansal man, took charge of tempo- 
rary leadership on behalf of the local Scheduled Caste public and the Sub- 
divisional Officer got bundles of leaflets printed in some names of the local 
Scheduled Castes in Government papers and deputed the Scheduled Caste 
clerks even the chaukidars to run into the Scheduled Caste villages from 
door to door to canvass for the Minister. 

Now to speak of the Hon’ble Minister himself, it is surprising to learn 
how the hon ble member of the Cabinet could speak in a public meeting — 

(j) that the local Scheduled Caste M. L. A. did not bring to the notice 
of the Government the distress and sufferings of the local Scheduled Caste 
people ; 

(ii) that not a single Scheduled Caste man suffered or died in his 
district in the last famine, I mean in Barisal district; 

(vui) that the local Scheduled Caste M. L. A. did not inform him for 
the stipends of students and grants to the schools and even said; 

(in?) that the M. L. A., brought thousands of rupees from the Govern- 
ment for relief and instead of giving relief to the poor, he himself enjoyed 


One cannot expect such a false and nonsensical statement from a res- 
ponsible member of the Cabinet. How could he dare to make a false state- 
ment. How irresponsible he is ! He could speak so because he was 
surrounded by the Government officers and he was in the midst of the 
Police officers. Hence he dared to tell such a malicious lie. 

. 1 do not like to take much of the valuable time of the House by speak- 

ing at length. This much I should add. Even His Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal, stated in a meeting in the Calcutta Rotary Club that 
there are six crores of unfortunates in Bengal, and three main factors should 
first of all be solved, namely, (1) to grow more food from 50 million acres 
of land, (2) to reduce illiteracy, and (3) to better their health. 

It is disgraceful that the Hon’ble Minister of the Cabinet is not aware 
of the distress and sufferings of the people. 

Is it not a fact that according to the Government report more than 40 
lakhs of people died in the last famine? What would be the death propor- 
tion of the Scheduled Castes? Not less than 18 to 19 lakhs! But my 
friend is not aware of that. He should leave the Cabinet at once. 

Most emphatically I speak that Ministers of this type should not be 
allowed any travelling allowance for mofussil tours for false propaganda. 
Restriction order should be imposed upon them not to leave the station and 
to squander public money. 

Before I resume my seat I should speak one point more regarding 
artisan classes. A scheme has been pending for more than a year but not 
a , "l 1 .°/ y arn > thread or net has yet been supplied to the people of mv 
subdivision. J 

I canont support such Tnalpractice, maladministration and autocratic 
policy of the Ministry. 

Before I take my seat I will only add a word. Five lakhs of rupees 
have been allotted for the Scheduled Caste education, but I am sorry to say 
that so far as my information poes some scheduled caste hostels known as 
the Bam Hostel and the Banipith Hostel which though they have been in 
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receipt of a grant since 1938 have been denied the grant because of the fact 
that my friends, who are managing these hostels, are sitting on this side of 
the House. It is sheer party politics. I hope Government will not follow 
such a party policy. With these words, I oppose the budget. 

MaulMa MB. ABDUL AZIZ : g|g*hf CS^ft ■'Hut* TOlUt 1 UfUU 

to* umt* ucurt* uu*i ’^tcsrrpsn uf*ro u*u Tf*uj: Grui uus* «m- 
ssu.m gut* fug *fuci5 eft i 4* uro us urn* t*to uuu fug cg^t 
trui **i g *<nc u i fun c* *tf*u*t fctui c*r<Y **i ?**!« m y$uu gftnm 
ftTO* U* I 4* fctUl fg*l GTUl-?fGrtm«Or CUrt* B’tU'S y*c* u i miut 
fg^m *f;u «ns<!Tfrt Grui fustw* « ufust* «iu* ^** u* 

ucur i ®i u y*tu Grui uro* *t*-**tu mtua *f% u*$ i urn, mmf* 

G t UUC g* CU5H UfufUSU* Ufa*! 4U 4* TC*t c*TO 1 * U31 

u*i ufSu *Gt*i Gruu^m ug utfMi tgtfqrtn uur sGrai u*trou i cum cum 
•to *efg* Pito *(g uf*t uui tos *tf ur** cum Gruu curt* rtuu 
u*ito u i 4*'3tcg Gruum u c*to* Ptc* ur uarmt uf^us Ufrot muf 
jr* tot umt* Gmu*uGr Uf% y*u* u«i i ?p*U#t ucu* <**; *tfbt5«r«* 
gtrt sGnn Gmcsu cncuo ’tftm'Q isGnn u**t* &»&** uftcrom, cuun, mm* 
vslvlfli $Tf$*l **i # t-HfV v £> CvH vkw *1 fcfo*l U**l CU*I C*^>H 

osh ufinn «tf*u* trfe HKcm mw m t &TO * i 4*t* rfl*ufr to* Gruum «r t 
class VI-VII4 »1^1 CUU »tfTU tJUg U*1 5*UC? I *ytm U*1 GfUTOl EfTO5 

ufro ©fun 1 ?, *m at from u*t*r y*c* *ytra cum tot* u* i Gruum cum 

gf%* WRT mil* y*t'S* *Gt* 1 'glfnc'jf^ I U?lw <5tyttg* dearness allowance 

mtua *fu »tt* mi '*rf^=iry u*i Sfroi *n*u*f Grui ’Trey mtu* mitre fug- 

tui mTCS; I 4* GfUl* fgfaus U?!* *T*TI gl «twtr UPPlPf «P* fUPl 

5 *ro Uvs g * rec g i *m ’tfif'ffe at fV vtat m ^itum cum curt* firci 
tor u i 4U5 srtprtft y*us fgfums Gm umupru tr*R gfum UuThr ft’ui-gfr 
gcuur w M i* n t fe «R, r^s cum fug ?*u u i um uu ®fms 4 <sum *ftru 
4m *u*im furfsra fun situs ufrot mg* sfguro ucutr cuumtlg y*u 

U*C* I <51* mf% TOT ?ft*UflTO fgfums Gw* *1 ITU* «RT aRC*t* «ftU*C®fP I 

uu^l* *ym *n*u#t* *mr *tui u?r*u* utfruy**i vtf ^ucyg ; m 

UStU* «RT fU|* um U* I U3tU f*mrtl ‘U3<C*trt* fg*rt CUT 4Utl uu* I 
*efg* y*ra *t;u usg'mrt <9*5 fl* UBfUeGrcu uurtfl uytu y*ra *f*n 
uf**i uGrufrom 1 mrn*i 4cus^fjfci$ rntfu*!* m meuf ^hjt’ftf^crs 'su? ubpii- 
mfuro uunar uumr cg^u y* 7 Tc? 1 9*5 < 1 * uwU'sfu ufur sock *tui uc** 
uc* efure uc* u ; at tot itsg'mrt ac\ *iui y*ro jock *iui nUu ufuu 
uym fWtc? ; mfuru totu uuu* 4 *ftrs u*tu cgm y* u* 1 4* gwru^fro 
fui**i *if*m *551 cur *^*m •Us<cgcrt* mfrtiu*i *fg ufro to 4U 
gfVcg usmt«fu* wui fug grant g| u^i**i ulus u i *1 yfcu mifg ^g'curt* 

ijt UJftu* fgcu— Grcfus: ^ ft* uwutjfsr* fgcu— mprtg uf?raf* i 

ufrTO mtf* umt* cutu«t Gw* tffe U3«r'cu:rt* mumtcuGf®i »ric« fug 
*fit* i 4* cmpfl usmtefu rttmr* i «jum U5g'c*rt *r fun* ^ 

G i ft* ) * usmteGtcu rttmr* stim fero* tjf% wr«iw* *t*u | 

*yi 4U*i *yi «* mt* fug* u* i uwu w^fur* y*cii curom 4 *, *, u*t 
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4?t PiPnH 7t$ rat?? 7$t?, C?C5^J eT'ft? ?|g| J l|- 

■oPrro rat?fr m*n *fomt ^cmt, rara, raTtftfe ?? Pm otot ?? i 
tpps’icra ^miracr? cmpft mtroPr^ cfettm wtfnat mm ■sns'r"^ 
TOm raPratff i frara 4$ raPrm mfmt yrmfcmi me? tsmi rat?i m i c^s 
4 Pmfci ?6?i>t ^f?tw raf?s&>F i ratf? 4 Pt?t? <iw t Ut? c fccra ?mc® 

to cst i raPturf? fra? crat? m ra? m i ram 4? mi? ?^ ??ira ‘ ! t' 5 t Ti? c i>ira 
fmw ra?im raPtfcraf* at <jtmi c???tim crat?M Ppm Pm raPrtn wrn 
?mra? ®fs"»ki m i mrpn Ptrat? stipends ?pm raffs ?mr, Prciro: ' 3 ?$ ^Pt? 
mt?t? S[l4Wfl cm Tl stipend <tr 5t?t? I A.D.P.I, M.E., f?f? cmim Ppm «RT 

Prnrtfw^s, a re PraMl? wc*t *t%tn Pnra? rami 'fPun Ppm Pratt? 

to i mm ramm-iMim mi mraa sts^mpft? cmim 4gjPH CT? ftcra ?i?i- 
cmt ratm? ra?re raft? settles; i rapfi raf? ^'t?^ imi^ 4 g t rain? «ri f?n«t 
m?l? $?(.<? i rat? mm 4rafci rat?ff SSfttmftrft 3 ffsftmi racrara ratiti? ra i ?uram 
mtn ifo<t?«kra ralraftraf^i 

Prf%ra ?t*rtfc ?iti> ratm rat?ra frag ?Prm f|? i fa? ra nt t b i n m m 
m me? ?i i '»«[ raw? <q ^ 5 i 3TSR7K frag ?Pt?i rafs ?$? i raPttg? ?mi rat«t- 
mi ?rac? rate?? c? ?pm mrtt? raPti? mtt’tr m?n ^tf^rtre i c? raPtg rattl \ 
mn MIO frfcFfa ^S\ (7T^ ^PMC^T 0.\b\ frfan rttPS WT ^Ttf^T fiffi 

4<R c*f^i ^iic.'oc^ cs stw\u ton i 

'sfe ^rrtu5 rtfts topm (?pr *pf%i ^51 

^rtn ^TRTt^ ^ I ^5TT$1 supply 

\st n ^trtus vfe of'QTn fefra ^ 1 w^rsr c^, ^^1 

ao Trifrl ffi 80 ^ I < 7 T*ffi 7 T ^t 5 Tt<T ^ 5 t€t ^ (?T^ ^tT$? 

fa*fTft5 I ^ <tHrT5'lPfC4 ^«T1 (Wf^ ^TTt^St? ^T1 ^t?T I fV$ C^T^JtT^T 

"T^ri >0 sffai T 5 r^ ^1 1 c^ri, < 7 i ^51 * 3 ft ?rf^nn 

frorf^R ^l 5 'fif fV^ 5 ir ^ 1 <r^-^f^ttr?rfte 5 ? through^ ^51 c^r 
^ nn cq^ tB ^fertc^-f 1 ^5 oft* nftfer wr r^n jpir- 

^FfirCTO!^ I ^fvT5 (7T ^51 *T1 I 

^ ^ ^r ^31 ^ttOT ?t^s, »ii^r *n 1 fVg $pm fwf^R 6 \ 

^1 5PW5 vtfosft ^35R ^3 r^5 ^ \b N torts 

srtrt$ torts S*fa ^rtr^ 1 ^rtft ^Hi *pf% ^ ^ 4 %r? ^n- 

c*rHT 1 4 otfauz 5 f%^r ?n 1 

’n torts totim ts c^ srtrt^ *fftrsn, c«rt^ esm ?pfinen 

^ vij^ "H^ <ipR rtwi cw fifTR cs fet^pi frutQ toss] 

ifoc* ^1 1 *rtfi ^ft#t of ? toji\ -^<( 7 ?^ *rtft r 1 *?tft ^Hi ^fir 
T «rf% 5^ 5 fpm 1 


AdjoumriMvit. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-30 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 22nd February, 1945, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of tl»e Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the .Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 22nd February, 1945 at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jai*\lcddin Hash km y ) in the Chair, 
12 Hon’ble Ministers and 189 members. 

Referenoe to Privileges Committee. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. Before I proceed with the normal business 
of the House I should like to draw the attention of the House to the 
observations that were made against the Chair by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal 
last evening in course of supplementary questions. I have got the copy 
of the observations that were made against the Chair by t)r. Sanyal. 
There are three courses left open to me — either I should resign or I should 
ask Dr. Sanyal to move a motion of removal or I should 
refuse to preside over the deliberations of this House. I have thought it 
desirable to place the whole matter before the Privileges Committee and 
along with it I propose to invite the leader of the House, the 1/eader of 
the Opposition and the leaders of different parties, particularly the Leader 
of the Congress Party. If things are allowed to go on iu this way I think 
not only the dignify of the Chair hut the dignity of the whole House will 
he impaired. If the House agrees 1 will place tne whole matter beginning 
from the question and its reply by Government and the aunplemeutaries 
1 allowed to that question. I want the opinion of the House in this 
matter and 1 hope the House will give its opinion now' and here, and will 
have no objection to my referring it to the Privileges Committee. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I thought that yesterday’s incident 
was closed after the withdrawal of my observations on the floor of the 
House in view of t he assurance given by the Deputy Speaker and acted 
up later on to permit us to proceed with our supplementary questions. 
But since the Deputy Speaker desires to raise the issue again and to have 
a sort of inquisition thereon, I take up the challenge. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Questions. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Appointment of Sub-Deputy Collectors from Eduoation Department. 

•40. Mr. ABUL HOSSAIN AHMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department Ikj pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
Government have decided to appoint some Sub-Deputy Collectors from among 
the officers of various departments ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon'blo Minister 
be pleased to state whether Education Dejmrtment has been included for 
such selection ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the ITon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(0 whether qualified English teachers of Government High Schools are 
eligible for such posts, and 

(it) if not, what are the reasons thereof? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’bie Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) and ( b ) Yes. 

(*)0 No . 

(ii) The school teachers, who are accustomed to more or less sedentary 
work, were not considered suitable for relief and rehabilitation work which 
requires much energy and ability to do hard touring. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8 Elf: Will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased 
to state whether there are any Munsifs working as Magistrates? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Munsifs are trying criminal 

cases. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: As there must be some deserving 
teachers and as injustice may not be done towards them, will the Hon’bie 
Minister be pleased to consider the cases of exceptionally smart and active 
young teachers with higher or foreign qualifications? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In reply to ( c ) (ii) I said that 
they “were” instead of “are” — I have amended it. If the honourable 
member desires, this question may be re-examined by Government. 

Mr. P. BANERtll: Is the Hon’bie Minister aware that some of the 
teachers of Government schools have already been transferred to execu- 
tive services in Calcutta? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have any scheme under contempla- 
tion to confirm these officers as Deputy Collectors? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Which officers? 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: Officers appointed as Deputy 
Collectors from different departments. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. Appointments as temporary Sub- 
Deputy Collectors have been made from various branches of service under 
Government. 

Babu MAOHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 

pleased to state whether Government have any scheme under contempla- 
tion to confirm them? 

Khan Bahadllr MOHAMMED ALI: At the present moment, as I said, 
these appointments are purely of a temporary character. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 

pleased to state the reasons to the House why Government appointed 
them from different departments instead of appointing them directly? 

Khait Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Because there was great shortage 
of officers and as these appointments were purely of a temporary character, 
Government thought that various officers under various departments 

should be promoted and given these temporary appointments. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 

pleased to state whether Government contemplates filling up the vacancies 
that are caused due to the promotion of these officers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Consequential vacancies — yes. 
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Matfeal trmtmmt «f Hr. AMta Ctarut Datu, i Mourtty prtMMr. 

•41. Mr. NIKUIMA BEHARI MAITI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minuter 
a charge of the Home (Jails) Department he pleased to state whether it is a 
act— 

(t) that Mr. Adwaita Chhran Dutta, a political security prisoner, was 
arrested on the 26th September, 1942, during the period of his 
prolonged illness ; 

• (it) that he was immediately after admitted into the Presidency Jail 
Hospital ; 

(tit) that he remained there nearly for two months for treatment of 
inflammation of glands suspected to be of tubercular infection; 

(ir) that he has since then been suffering from various ailments, via., 
(1) chronic pain and burning sensation in the gall bladder 
region, (2) hernia, (3) pain in kidney region, (4) tonsillitis, 
(5) tilaria and (6) blood pressure; and 

(i?) that he has sent in several petitions including those sent to Inspector- 
General of Prisons, dated 2nd August, 1943, and to the Home 
Minister on 15th November, 1943, for treatment in Medical 
College? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state further whether he is considering the desirability of — 

(t) releasing him in view of his shattered health on medical grounds; or 

(it) sending him to the Medical College Hospitals as an indoor patient 
for immediate relief? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of tho Hon’bla Khwaja 
8ir Nazimuddin): (a) ( i ) He was arrested on the date mentioned but I have 
no information on his illness prior to his arrest. 

(it), (iii) and ( v ) Yes. 

(ir) He complained of chronic pain and burning sensation in the gall- 
bladder region and pain in kidney region. 

(b) (i) No. 

(it) The prisoner has already been treated in the Medical College 
Hospitals from 12th June, 1944, to 1st September, 1944, and is now 
receiving treatment in jail according to the prescriptions of the Professor of 
Medicine, Medical College. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if he has shown any signs of improvement? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the improvements? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is difficult to answer that 
question now at this stage, but I can say that after his* treatment he is 
now much better. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
take it from me that he has not improved since then but he has deteriorat- 
ed in his health? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir, that is not the informa- 
tion of Government. After his treatment, he is better. The treatment 
is, of course, continuing under the direction of the Professor of Medicine, 
Medical College. 
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Alltged failing and living on reduood diet by oartain security mmm* 
of Presidency Jail. 

•42. Miss MIRA UUTTA GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Hitter ip 
oharge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 7 .. 

(i) whether some security prisoners in the Presidency Jail numbering 

about 12 are living on half diet from the 15th February, last", 

( ii ) whether of such prisoners Sri juts Satindra Nath Sen and Amargopal 

Nandy, m.a., are living on one diet from the 7th May last; 
and 

(in) whether Srijut Amargopal Nandy has with previous notice com- 
menced a week’s fasting from the 14th May last? 

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether the steps taken by the prisoners as referred to above are 

by way of protest against the Government’s refusal to allow the 
security prisoners to contribute to the non-official relief com- 
mittees from their dietary allowance; 

(ii) when Government came to know about the facts mentioned in (a); 

and 

(Hi) whether Government have agreed to allow the security prisoners to 
contribute to official committees by curtailing their dietary 
allowance ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Mir Nazimuddin): (a) (i) Yes, from 15th February, 1944', to the end of 
June, 1944, since when they are drawing Re. 1 per head per day and 
leaving the balance from their diet allowance of Re 1-8 for contribution 
for relief. 

(ii) Ycb, Balm Satin Sen lived on diet equivalent to value of one-third 
of diet allowance from 7th May, 1944, to 15th June, 1944, and Babu Aifttfr 
Gopal Nandy did the same from 7th May, 1944. to 19th May, 1944. 

(iii) Yes, from 14th May, 1944, to 20th May, 1944. 

(b) ( i ) Yes, that was the cause advanced by them. 

(ii) On the days following those on which the prisoners took the action 
referred to. 

(in) Security prisoners are allowed to make contributions to any relief 
organisation from their private cash. Contributions made from savings in 
the dietary allowance are permitted to be sent to the Bengal Central Relief 
Fund only. That committee does, so far as is practicable and desirable, 
pass on ail individual contribution received by way of assistance to the 
organisations — official or non-official — for which they have been earmarked 
by their donors. 

Mr. MI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps were taken to prevent the fasting of the 
prisoners by Government when they received information on the very 
next day that they had taken recourse to fasting? 

Khan * Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member 
to reply (b) (ut) where it is stated that they are permitted to contribute 
from private cash to any relief organisation, official or non-official. But 
so far as savings from tneir dietary allowance are concerned, Government 
would permit them to send their contributions to the Bengal Central 
Relief Fund with the proviso that if they are intended to pass on to any 
non-official organisation, that would be done by the Central Committee. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EIU With reference to answer (b) (iii), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the Bengal Central Relief 
Fund has been singled out for having this privileged treatment, and why 
it is not left to the donors to decide where the money should go? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIs The honourable member has not 
understood the answer. The Bengal Central Relief Fund should be given 
the savings from dietary allowance, but any contribution from private 
cash can be sent to any organisation. So far as savings from uietary 
allowances are concerned, the security pi*isoners should send them on to 
the Bengal Central Relief Fund on condition that they should be passed 
on to any other organizations. Those savings could be earmarked for 
any particular purpose and the Bengal Central Relief Fund would honour 
those requests. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Why should not they be permitted to 
contribute direct to other funds? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a different matter. I am 
not prepared to answer that. 

Release of Mr. Adwaita Charan Dutta, a political security prisoner, on ground 

of health. 

'43. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Deportment In? pleased to stute whether it is 
a fact — 

ti) that political security prisoner Mr. Adwaita Charan Dutta was arrest- 
ed on the 20th September, 1942, during his prolonged illness and 
since then has been suffering from various ailments, viz., (1) 
chronic pain, burning sensation and acidity in the deodenum due 
to |H»ptic ulcer. (2) pain in the kidney region, (d) hernia, (4) gall 
bladder troubles, (5) tonsillitis, (6) filaria, (7) blood pressure, 
<S) insomnia, (9) severe headache and (10) constipation; 

m) that he was admitted into the Medical College Hospitals as an indoor 
patient and underwent treatment under Dr. M. N. Do, First 
Physician and Professor of Medicine, Medical College Hospitals, 
Calcutta, for more than eleven weeks, i.e., with effect from the 
12th June, 1944, to 1st September, 1944; 

(ni) that Dr. M. N. De, First Physician and Professor of Medicine, has 
recommended Mr. Adwaita Charan Dutta, to the Government of 
Bengal, Home Department, to be a fit case for release on medical 
grounds ; 

(u*) that Mr. Dutta has been sent back to the Presidency Jail without 
beipg cured of all his ailments; and 

(r) that there is no relief or improvement of his ailments which are 
causing him suffering? * 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of releasing him 
unconditionally or even on conditions, if necesssary, on medical grounds as 
recommended by Dr. M. N. De, First Physician and Professor of Medicine, 
Medical College Hospitals, Calcutta? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (i) The prisoner has been suffering from chronic 
pain and burning sensation in the gall-bladder region and pain in the 
kidney region since his arrest and detention on 26th September, 1942. I 
have no information on his medical history prior to arrest. 

(tV) and (hi) Yes. 

(*r) and (-p) His treatment in the Medical College Hospitals has been com- 
pleted and he was discharged on 1st September, 1944. He is, however, still 
receiving the treatment in jail according to the prescriptions of the Professor 
v of Medicine, Medical College. 
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(6) Arrangements were made to have the prisoner examined by a medical 
board on 26th November, 1044, to consider tne desirability of releasing the 
prisoner on medical grounds. The Board has expressed .the opinion that the 

S risoner’s continued detention is f not likely to accentuate the course of his 
isease and accordingly he has not been released »on medical grounds. 

Mr. HISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether the opinion of the Professor of Medicine, Medical 
College, was taken and considered by the Board? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NI8MITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if he is a member of the Board? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given, does 
the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable that his case be sent for review 
by the Medical Board and the Board should consider that in the presence 
of the Professor of Medicine, Medical College, who is giving him 
treatment ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not necessary, because 
Government really examined the question of releasing the prisoner on 
medical grounds. He was examined by a number of medical men and the 

medical men were of opinion that his disease would not in any wav be 

accentuated by his detention. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that this Professor recommended the release of this prisoner on grounds 
of health? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that he has answered this question in reply (a) (tit ) ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: May be 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the opinion of the Medical Board was unanimous? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 


Famify allowance of Professor Prafulla Chakravarty detained in Jail. 


•44. Miss MIRA DUTTA GUPTA: Will the Ilon'hle Minister in charge 
of the Udine (Jails) Department lie pleased to state — 

(«) whether uny family allowance has l>een granted to Professor Prafulla 
Chakravarty, m.a., now detained in the Barisal Jail and if so, 
what is the amount; 

(b) whether it is a fact that Professor Chakravarty was earning about 

Ra.200 per month when he was at large; 

(c) what was tne pay he was receiving as a Professor ; 

(d) what was he earning by tuition; 

(<?) the reason why he has not been granted allowance equal to what no 


was earning; 

(/) whether it is a fact that his old father who is suffering from gastric 
ulcer is compelled to work because Professor Chakravarty has by 
his detention been deprived of bis income ; and 
(a) the number of dei>endants of Professor Chakravarty? 

Kium Bahadur MOHAMMEQ ALI (on behalf of tho Hon'blo Klwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) Yes. Rj. 50 per month was originally granted with 
effect from 18th September, 1942, and this has been increased to Rs. io 
per month with effect from 1st April, 1944. 
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(b) Ym. 

(c) E8.H0 per month. 

(d) About Re. 100 per month. 

(e) The amount considered necessary for the support of his father, his only 
principal dependant, and others has been sanctioned in this case. 

(/) I have no such information. 

(g) Principally one (the father, who is also reported to be earning), 

Mjr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who are the other dependants and what is their number? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: How does the Hon’ble Minister 
think that this Hs. 75 is sufficient when he does not know who are hia 
denpendants and how they are being supported? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The dependants are known, but 
at the present moment it is not known to me. 1 shall take time to search 
for this matter in the file. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
about 7 or 8 members living in the Dacca establishment of the Professor 
are dependent on his income? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 have not got that informa- 
tion with me. So I cannot reply to that question. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN. Does the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of making a further enquiry into the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is hot necessary. Enquiries 
and everything are completed. I have not got the information with me. 
Certainly it is with Government, but not with me. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the reply that he was 
earning about Rs. 210 per month, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what prevents Government from increasing his allowance up to 
the amount that he was earning? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This point has been replied to on 
several occasions wdien I have explained the policy of Government regard- 
ing grant of family allowance and it is not always the question that 
simply because a certain prisoner was earning a certain amount, that 
very amount should be sanctioned to him by . Government. That has 
never been the policy of Government. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that his old father who is also infirm and invalid has been compelled to 
earn, us Rs. 75 is quite inadequate for the maintenance of the dependants 
of Professor, Prafulla Chakravarty? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: \ want notice. 

3]. NARENORA NATH DAE GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that Professor Prafulla Chakravarty had been earning more than 
Rs. 400 per month as pay in the College as well as by private tuition? 
He was earning about Rs. 200 per month as pay and by private tuition he 
was also earning nearly Rs. 200. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information of Government 
is that he was drawing a salary of Rs. 110 per month and he was earning 
* another Rs. 100 by private tuition. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
look to his reply (g) where it is admitted that his father is reported to be 
earning, and sav why he “asked for notice” in reply to one of my pre- 
vious questions r 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I asked for notice in reply to 
your question, whether because of the distress in the family he was com- 
pelled to earn; but I have already stated that he was earning. 

Mir. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how mweh his father is earnng now? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

8). NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that his father had not been earning anything at the time when his 
son Professor Prafulla Chakra varty was detained as a security prisoner? 

Khan Bahadufr MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer that “the 
father is also reported to be earning” aqd in view of the information supplied 
by me that his father is both infirm and is not capable of earning ana has 
been compelled to earn, because the allowance is an inadequate one, does the 
Hon’ble Minister think it desirable that Government should consider this 
and increase his allowance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. Government may, if 
honourable member insists, only re-examine the case. 

8*curity prisoners. 

•45. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the total number of security prisoners, (?) political and (ii) non- 

political detained at present under (I) the Defence of India Act 
and Pules or Ordinance III of 1944 and (II) the ltegulation III; 

(b) how many political security prisoners made i (‘presentation* as con- 

templated in section T of Ordinance ITT of 11141, and with what 
result; and 

(c) how many of the security prisoners (?) political and (/V) non- 

political have been arrested and taken into custody since May, 
1943, up to date? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
8ir Nazimuddin) S (a) (I) (?) One thousand two hundred and eighty-six 
on the 7th November, 1944. 

(ii) Two thousand three hundred and sixty-six on the 7th November, 
1944. 

(II)(t) Fifteen on the 7th November, 1944. 

(ii) Nil on the 7th November, 1944. 

(h) Such representations were received from about 350 security prisoners 
only. The representations were duly taken into consideration by the Govern- 
ment at the time of the review o£ the respective cases as required by section 
9 of the Ordinance. 

( r) (i) Two hundred and fifty-five up to the 10th November. 1944. 

(ii) One hundred and five up to the 29th November, 1944. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want to amend the answer to 
(c)(&) as folows: ^ 

%i%) 1S6 on the 1st of FA)ruary 1945,” 

Ral HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to bring the answer up-to-date? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So far as («)<«) is concerned I have 
amended the answer and Riven the up-to-date figure. But if I am to give 
up-to-date figures to the other questions I have to ask for notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government consider it desirable to enquire 
and ascertain why out of 1,286 prisoners only 350 made representations and 
others did not? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is more than what Govern- 
ment can say why security prisoners did not make representations. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Do the Government consider 
it desirable to enquire and ascertain why they did not make any 
representations ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not understand why Govern- 
ment should make that enquiry. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why should they not? 

Khan Bahadur MOHMMED ALI: Will the honourable member explain 
why they should? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Having regard to the fact 
that law provides for such representations and that representations were not 
forthcoming, why should not Government consider it their duty to enquire 
and ascertain why as many as nearly 900 prisoners did not make any 
representation at all? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is for the prisoners to make 
representations or not. Government cannot compel them to make repre- 
sentations. If 900 prisoners choose not to make any representations it is 
their business. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Having regard to the fact 

that evidently these prisoners have no confidence in replying to those persons 
who have got them arrested, will the Government consider it desirable to 
set up a committee of judicial officers to consider their representations and 
give the security prisoners a further opportunity to make representations? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know that 
the security prisoners do not like to send representations for the reason that 
the grounds of detention as required by the Ordinance III of 1944 to be sent 
to them are all stereotyped and do not disclose any definite reasons for their 
detention ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : They have to be more or less stereo- 
typed because the charges against all these prisoners are more or less the 
same, but Government cannot disclose all the charges in detail because it 
would not be in the interest of public security. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU : In view of the answer just now given, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how the prisoners are expected 
to state their defence if the charges are not definite so that they can under- 
stand what the charges are against them? 

Khan BMudur MOHAMMED ALI: The general grounds and charges 
are given and if the security prisoners so like they can give after learning 
the general details of the chargee. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in many cases no charges have been formulated as yet though more than 6 
months have elapsed? 
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Khali Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. That is not my informa- 
tion. 

Mr* BANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in framing the grounds of detention in many cases it has been assumed that 
the party concerned knows the grounds and that nothing more need be 
disclosed P , 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. Some indication is given 

in the charges. 

Mr* JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that in some cases only Police officers go and talk to some of them instead 
of giving them any grounds and afterwards the order is renewed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is done at the time or just 
before the time of review of the cases of security prisoners to ascertain the 
attitude or frame of mind of these prisoners ana to find out whether there 
has been any change in them or not. 

Mr, J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Does the Hon’ble Minister say that 
the Police officers decide whether a case is to be reviewed or not? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. What the honourable 
member refers to is the interview with the security prisoner of the Police 
Officer to ascertain if there has been any bona fide change of front or 
attitude in the mind of the prisoners. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how the prisoners can be expected to make any represen- 
tation at all if no specific, charges are communicated to theinP 

Kltan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Charges are communicated to the 
security prisoners. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI : Do 1 understand the 
Hon’ble Minister to say that in every case a specific and particular charge 
is communicated or has been communicated to the security prisoner? 

Khan BahadUr MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know what the honourable 
member means by the term “specific”. I have already explained that for 
security reasons details cannot be given but indications of the charges are 
given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he can cite an instance in which the charges have been set out 
or communicated and can he read out any form of the charges? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot do it now. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
only the wording of the section is repeated in a printed paper and given to 
the security prisoners without indicating any precise charges? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. 

Mr. BANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
security prisoners have asked for further clarification of the charges in 
their communications to Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. Some of them have done 
so. 

Mr. BANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Have the Government responded in 
those cases by clarifying those charges as desired by security prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already explained the 
position. I have nothing further to add. 
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My. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Is the Government aware that provi- 
siona under the new Ordinance have been reduced to a fiasco by the procedure 
adopted by Government in the formulation of the charges? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The provisions of the Ordinance 
have been carried out by Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister in a position to 
state whether for security reasons the charges cannot be given confidentially 
to the parties concerned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Charges have been given to the 
parties concerned. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are the details of the accusations or 
allegations made against each individual security prisoner giving an indica- 
tion of the nature of offence he is supposed to have committed given to him 
or supplied to him? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already explained the 
reasons why full details cannot be supplied. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are any details of any character 
given ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHMMED ALI: A general indication is given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is there any difference between the 
charges communicated to one security prisoner and another or is there one 
form equally for all? • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is no difference if the nature 
of the charge is the same. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Ilon ble Minister know 
that the provision of Rule 7 of Ordinance III of 1944 is mandatory and 
what the legal charge means has been defined ^in the existing law and 
requires that it should be very definite and given in detail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of legal opinion. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Is it not a fact that these arrests are in 
the nature of preventive arrests? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, some of them are. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether all the charges are worded in the same language without 
ary change whatsoever in every case? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Iu cases where the nature of the 
charges is the same obviously the language will be the same. 

Mr. KIRAN BANKAR ROY; Is it not a fact that Government find it 
very difficult to give positive charges because these prisoners have not been 
guilty of any act prejudicial to the peace of the country P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Some of them may be of that type 
and some have been guilty of prejudicial acts. 

Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BASU: Is it one of the objects of Govern- 
ment in formulating these charges that no effective answer can be given 
by the security prisoners so as to deserve release. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Sir, I gaye notice of an adjournment 
motion on cloth famine in the province and the Hon’ble Speaker has been 
/pleased to give his consent. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you have got an identical 
motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The motions are not identical. Mr. 
Sen’s motion is slightly different, but I will not stand in the way. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, Mr. Sen. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, may I have the leave of the House 
to move the motion? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I beg leave of the House to move thb 
following motion : — 3 

“The business of the Assembly do now stand ” . , t , 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, with great respect to 
the Chair I would like to point out that according to the convention df the 
House the motion is not read out at this stage. HX 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The consent has been given and he will how 
read out the motion and ask the House whether the House will give him the 
leave to move it. < 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I submit, Sir, wbafc* has 

hitherto been the practice is that the notice of the motion is given the 
Speaker who gives his consent. Thereafter the Speaker is fully aware Of it, 
the other side is fully aware of it and so is the Government, and then the 
Speaker asks whether Government has any Objection to it and what arC Hie 
reasons in possession of Government to show that the motion shouhfc itt»t be 
moved. , : 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: The motion is there. The House! ft nW dis- 
cussing the motion now. He will simply read out the motion and then he 
will hand over the copy of the motion and the statement to me, and I Will 
ask the House to give the leave. ! ' <’ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, my motion runs UvS 
business of the Assembly do now stand adjourned to discus* ffcj flatter of 
definite and urgent public importance, namely, the failure of the Govern- 
ment to prevent the acute and unprecedented cloth famine that has over- 
taken the province at this moment.’ May 1 have the leave 

JUT A 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This is the statement supplied fry tine 
mover: “Information coming from different sources shows that an ppiite ^nd 
unprecedented cloth famine has overtaken this province at thm { 
some places cloth is literally not available: in others the little Tnat; is avail- 
able is not properly distributed. Instances have been known of men send- 
ing their days in tattered rags tied round their bodies and' Oeing 

able to come out of door having practically no cloth to oovgr their shame. 
Government have adopted no effective measures to combat the* famine. 
From all indications it is apprehended that the situation the 

next three or four months, the Government having resorted to.pfo , planning 
to avert it.” Is there any objection? H t? 0 T H A 8 .tM 
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Or. Sanyal was good enough to say that the motion had not been moved 
>ecatt8t he did not think that I was coming back. Yesterday I was present 
iere during the question time. 

An NALIHAK8HA SANYAL: Was that all I said? 

Tht Hon'KHa An H S. SUHR AWARD Y: Dr. Sauyal afterwards said 
that on Thursday, at about 4-dO p.ra., he proposed to move this motion, 
and I said, he might do so but it would be subject to my objection. 

Mr. A. 1C FAZLUL HUQ: On a point of order, Sir. The question 
before the House is whether leave should be given to the mover to move the 
motion. If the Hon 'ble Minister wants to give un explanation as he is now 
offering, he could do so when replying to the motion, but not now. It is 
irrelevant. 

Ar. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 have allowed him. 

Ar. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He has made the people naked, and he is now 
making a farce of the whole thing when the mothers and sisters are almost 
naked. Is he to be allowed to indulge in irrelevant talk in this way? 

The Hon'bl* Ar, H* 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, with great respect for the 
Leader of the Opposition I should say that if anybody is indulging in irrele- 
vant talks it is the Leader of the Opposition himself. 

Yesterday, Sir, I thought that the motion would be moved because what- 
ever the arrangement might have been — at half-past four or at any other 
hour — it was the duty of the Opposition or anybody else desiring to move 
the adjournment motion to do so at the earliest opportunity. Now, Sir, it 
was not moved yesterday. 

Another point that I wish to point out is this: this is the Budget session 
and adjournment motions are permitted to be moved when there is no 
opportunity of ventilating the grievances of the House. During the Budget 
session there is ample opportunity to do so and any number of members can 
speak; and when my own motion will be moved the honourable members 
will have full opportunity of discussing it and 1 shall have a full opportu- 
nity to reply to it. 

(At this stage those who were in favour of the motion were asked to rise 
in their seats. They did so and the number was counted.) 

Ar, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Leave has been given and the matter will 
be taken up ut 5«J0 p.m. today. 

Central Discussion of the Budget 

Ar. DEBI PRA8AD KHAITAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, for several 
years I have not taken part in the general discussion of the Budget but this 
year I feel that it is desirable to say a few words in connection with the 
programme that has been put forward by the Hon’ble Finance Minister as 
regards the future* I have had the advantage of reading the press reports 
of the speeches in the general discussion of the budget delivered by 
Dr. Nahnaksha Sanyal and Mr. D. N. Sen and 1 fully agree with what they 
have said in regard to the rupees, annas and pies of the budget. It is not 
my desire' to detain this House by repeating what they have said. It seems 
to me that money has been wasted extravagantly without adequate arrange- 
ments being made for the development of tue province and for putting rmht 
the grievances that exist in Bengal. It is the misfortune of Bengal that 
constructive schemes have not even been prepared, far less put into action 
in order to remove this scarcity that exists in every direction in regard to 
every commodity that the consumer needs. Far less have steps been taken 
to improve the condition of education, etc., which^is so much needed. 
People have been going on starving, diseased and naked and although some 
words have been said bv the Hon^ble Finance Minister in introducing the 

\l 
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budget that something is being done, the House has not been informed of 
what schemes have been prepared by the Government of Bengal, what steps 
have been taken for immediate remedy of the grievances that exist in this 
province and what steps have been taken to prepare post-war schemes and 
what pressure has been brought upon the Government of India to remedy 
the situation permanently. On the other hand, we find that while the other 
provinces are going to get cloth at the rate of 18 yards per head Bengal has 
to remain satisfied with only 10 yards per head. Sir, it is of the utmost 
importance to see that more cotton mills are erected in Bengal of suitable 
economic sizes so that not only could the deficiency in yarn and cloth be met 
to a certain extent during this emergency and during the war but that the 
future may be made safer than it lias been in the past and it is at present. 
But the Finance Minister is absolutely silent on that point. 

As regards the growth of more foodgrains, again, although we read the 
words “Irrigation”, “Fertilizer”, etc., the Finance Minister has not taken 
the House into confidence as regards the steps that are proposed to be taken 
by the Government of Bengal. In fact. Sir, to open out the country I 
have been reliably informed when the Railway Board's representatives came 
to Bengal, a small committee of Bengal represented to them that in future 
only about LOO to 150 miles of railways were needed to open out the country, 
llow ridiculous and ludicrous that figure is. Everybody who has seen the 
map of Bengal cursorily knows how many thousand miles ot railways, how 
many thousand miles of road are needed to open out the country, but when 
we see the attitude of the Government of Bengal it seems to us that cither 
the Government arc incapable of understanding these things or thev are 
simply playing with the problems that afflict Bengal, that have afflicted 
Bengal in the recent past and are bound to atfliet this province in the near 
future and in the remote future. Sir, it is desirable that something should 
urgently and immediately be done so that the shortages that exist in this 
province be removed not in the post-war period but immediately and during 
the wur. 

* 

Debts have grown up. The figures that have been given out by the 
Ilon’ble Finance Minister could not be resented by anybody if only construc- 
tive steps had been taken and are contemplated to be taken by Government 
in future. But what has really happened is that no constructive schemes 
have been put forward, no constructive schemes are contemplated so far as 
we are aware but simply money has been wasted as a large quantity of food- 
grains has been wasted for faulty storing and for other reasons. Sir, unless 
the Government give us constructive schemes it is impossible to understand 
how they propose to remove our grievances. 

Sir, it is not my desire to take up the time of the House longer because a 
very urgent adjournment motion is coming up for consideration. But I do 
hope that in the closing parts of this debate the Government will take the 
House more into confidence and make suitable arrangements so that our 
grievances may be removed. 

Mitt MIRA BUTT A GUPTA S Sir, the Ilnn’ble Minister has treated 
the House once again to a very dismal story of the finances of the province. 
Two years of his close association with his new collaborators has turned him 
into a disillusioned, cynical and unhappy man— a man devoid of vision, 
foresight and inspiration. His speech contains a series of apologies for the 
sorry state of affairs of the province but no suggestion of how to overcome 
the difficulties. His statement leaves us uninspired. In spite of his assur- 
ances we are not convinced that the present calamity is the result of the war 
and ita aftermath. Rather, it is the result of the sins of the present 
Ministry, ita incompetence and its unworthy conduct of the affairs of the 
Government. 

We once again state emphatically that it is the present Ministry and its 
mismanagement which are the causes of all the woes and sorrows of tne 
province. The present Ministry therefore stands condemned before the 
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tribune of the people of the province. It stands condemned because it has 
proved itself wholly incompetent to provide for the barest requirements for 
nutrition, clothing, shelter and medical attention of the people. 

It is unthinkable that sensible men at the head of the affairs of the State 
would let food and grains rot in warehouses while people should starve. A 
large part of the deficit in the budget has been sought to be explained away 
by so-called trading losses in foodgrains in the Civil Supplies Department. 
This explanation does not convince us. This House still remembers the story 
of Government Agents and party-supporters buying foodgrains at Rs. 8 per 
maund and selling to the Government at Rs. to Rs. .TT per maund. One 
suspects that the condemned stocks of grains ami food which the Government 
says were decomposed in course of storage — at least a large part of it was 
initially unfit for human consumption before the stocks arrived at the Gvern- 
ment warehouses. This House should insist on a thorough-going enquiry 
into the matter of decomposed grains and food in Government warehouses. 

This brings us to the question of cloth. It is common knowledge that 
there is acute shortage of cloth in the province. The Government has not 
yet been able to unearth the large secret hoards liecause its executives are 
not seriously minded to do so. These people have made a business out of 
prosecuting petty traders on insignificant churges while leaving the big 
black-market operators alone. 

With regurd to housing, the Government sets up the universal excuse 
“There is a war on”. It happened some short while ago that the Ministers 
and the Governor of tl»e province discovered that a large population of 
Calcutta was living in huxtre* and hutments unworthy of occupation even 
by animals. We dare say these platitudes will be repeated but nothing 
will Ik* done. 

We arc informed by the Hon’ble Minister that “Bengal has not been 

able so far to float any loans for productive purposes Our debts 

so far have been ail unproductive debts ’’ Why is this so, w It is 

because this Ministry is not really interested in the general welfare of the 
province. The Ministry is only interested in keeping itself in power in the 
good books of the Europeans, in distributing patronage, creating many and 
more employment for its supporters — in wasting thus the revenue of the 
province. 

We are confident that if the Ministry so desired it could plan and float a 
loan for improvement of housing of Calcutta, for the irrigation, flood- 
control and electrification of the Damodar and Brahmaputra Valleys. These 
last undertakings, I venture to say, would change the whole face of Bengal. 

I say, Sir, that the budget presented by the Hon’ble Minister fully 
reflects the character of the present Ministry — its lack of imagination, plan, 
its incompetence and its utter lack of sympathy for the people of the 
province. (Applause from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. 0. CLADDING: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, if ever a province was 
seemingly out of favour with the gods, that province is Bengal. (Rai 
Harendra Nath Chaudhuri : If you do believe in the gods !) (Laughter.) 
In pre-reform days she was financed by the Centre according to her needs, 
like other provinces. Ever since then, at every turn of the financial wheel, 
she has been out of luck : out of luck on the income side by reason of the 
Heston and Nietneyer settlements; and now out of luck on the expenditure 
side by reason of war and famine, both of which elected to make this 
province the almost exclusive seat of their operations in India. The way in 
which mountainous revenues, exceeding anything imagined before the war, 
have been levelled to the ground in this province during the last six years 
and turned instead into valleys of debt is pitiful and, when we compare our 
case with that of other provinces, is positively infuriating. As I said last 
rear, in emergencies such as war and famine, the present financial constitu- 
tion of India is all wrong. The public revenues, instead of being able to 
flow, as they would have flowed m pre-reform days, to the hollow places 
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where they are most required, are locked up in separate reservoirs jealously 
guarded by other Governments ; and it makes no sense at all. As I said 
last year, it is for the Centre to find a remedy for this absurd position, and I 
propose, once again, to talk about very little else. 

The estimates presented by Mr. Goswami show that our position is very 
much worse than ne prophesied a year ago. His budget statement describes 
the measures which have been taken to deal with our emergencies and, with 
one big exception, throws great light upon them. The exception is the 
Trading Account of Government’s various procurement operations. We hope 
to hear a good deal more in explanation of the losses under this head before 
these debates are over. Mr. D. N. Sen, in a businesslike speech for which 
we should all be grateful, put some very trenchant questions on this subject 
on Tuesday evening. 1 trust that those questions will receive clear answers 
from the Finance Minister or the Food Minister or, better still, from both 
of them. 

Importance attaches to Statement II of the supplement to Mr. Goswami ’s 
speech. It endeavours to give us, what we could not have extracted for 
ourselves from the Red Book, an idea of the amount of the expenditure in 
these estimates which is debitable to war conditions and the famine. It does 
not claim, I presume, to be perfect: it does not include, for instance, as far 
us I can see, the interest of about a erore that is payable on the loans that 
have had to be raised to finance this expenditure; and it leaves out of account 
the big advances to the Calcutta Corporation which before long will surely 
have to be turned into out-and-out subsidies, in part if not in whole. Nor 
does it claim, I presume, to he a statement of expenditure that is all peculiar 
to this province: dearness concessions, for instance, are found throughout 
India. Nor, I expect, does it claim to be a statement of expenditure all of 
which will disappear when the emergencies are over: some of the items, 
under public health for instance, will surely he reflected in permanent 
expenditure when the emergency is over!' But it is a useful statement for 
all that, and helps us to see where we stand. I should have been glad to see 
another statement as well, dealing with the increase in our expenditure 
during the same three years outside this field of war conditions and famine. 
If you subtract the totals in Mr. Goswami's statement IT from 
the totals in his Statement 1. you will find that expenditure outside 
this emergency field increases, by 5J crores in 1944-45 and by a 
further 1} erores in 1945-46. Believing, as I do, that our present sources of 
revenue ure unlikely to yield more than 18 crores in the worst years that 
will succeed the war, I am (with Mr. 1). N. Sen) a little worried to find that 
our expenditure next year will amount to 19} crores apart from everything 
that is included in Statement II. I would be less worried if we had been 
building up a revenue equalisation reserve; but we have, of course, been 
doing nothing of the kind. 

And now for our general financial position, and what is to be done about 
it. Since the war began the improvement in our receipts over the norm 
of 13 crores will amount to 34} crores by the end of this year, not including 
the 7 crores subvention obtained this year from the Centre; and will amount 
to 50 crores by the end of next year it Mr. Goswami's estimate of 28f crores 
next year is realised. The increase of expenditure, however, over the norm 
of 13 crores before the war will amount to 56} crores by the end of this year, 
and will amount to 81 crores by the end of next year if Mr. Goswami’s 
estimate of 37$ crores next year is realised. Putting these two results 
togetber^we shall find ourselves, at the end of next year, 31 crores in revenue 
deficit despite a growth of revenue by 50 crores. To cover this and our ways 
and means requirements and Fur operations in the food market, etc., we shall 
have borrowed 106 crores f and our net indebtedness, if Mr. Goswami’s 
valuation of our assets iu his Statement III is correct, will be 194 crores. 
If his valuation proves to be an over-estimate, which I fear to be most 
dangerously possible, our net indebtedness will be greater. As we are not 
sitting in camera, I will not disclose what I think it will actually prove to be. 
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II all the provinces were in similar case, the set-up would be quite 
different: we snould all be in the same boat, and the Centre would be lacing 
a united clamour for funds instead of a special appeal from us. But the 
provinces are far from being all in the same boat. Bombay, Madras, the 
Punjab, tbe United Provinces, and the Central Provinces, to go no further 
than these, have accumulated surpluses during the war while we have 
accumulated deficits. The following are some figures for Bengal, and some 
figures for Bombay and Madras which I have compiled from press com- 
muniques issued by those Governments in August last when they, at the same 
time as the Central Provinces, the Punjab and the United l^ovinces, were 
floating loans for certain remunerative purposes. In these communiques they 
described their financial position, including their surpluses on Revenue 
Account since the war began. If the Punjab and the United Provinces 
issued similar statements, I cannot find them; but they too, as we alF know, 
have done well out of the war. 

Bombay. Madras. * Bengal. 


Surplus (~ ) or deficit (- ) in lakhs of ruj>ee«. 


1938-39+ 

15 1 

! A surplus every year : 

All square 

1939-40 + 

56 ! 

j amounts not stated. 

+00-42 

1940-41 + 

1871 | 

h 

-90-89 

1941-42 f- 

288 J 

1 

' -123 15 

1942-43 f 

351 

4 125*56 

-91 04 

1943-44 + 

57 1 

Expected to show a 
surplus. Let us call 
it ^-2<*0. 

- 303-46 

1944-45 + 
(taken 

450 

-r 554 * 77 

-11,34-82 

from 

their — 
Budget 
for 

1944-45). 

19,181 


-15,82-94 


So while Bengal has accumulated a revenue deficit of 1,588 lakhs, 
Bomba \ has accumulated a revenue surplus of 1 ,111 HJ lakhs and Madras has 
accumulated a revenue surplus of 1 don t know what, which may possibly be 
of the order of 800 or 000 lakhs. Bombay in her press communique went on 
to say: “In view of these surpluses, sums amounting to Hs. 472 lakhs were 
transferred to the Special Development bund during 1988-80 to 1948-44 and 
sums amounting to Its. 250 lakhs were transferred to the Revenue Reserve 
(Post-War Reconstruction) Fund in 1942-48 and 1948-44/’ 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment .) 

Mr. D. CLADDING: When we adjourned I was quoting extracts from 
the prospectuses of the provinces of Bombay and Madras when they were 
advertising for their loans last August. Bombay ended up by saying that 
“after transferring these amounts, and investing a sum of Us. 75 lakhs in 
long-dated securities, the free balance which stood at 68 lakhs at the end of 
1980-87, rose to about 790 lakhs at the end of 1948-44. The free balance 
is being utilised for financing capital advances to Civil Supply schemes’'. 

The Bombay budget estimates for 1944-45 provide for a further transfer 
of 450 lakhs to the Revenue Reserve (Post- War Reconstruction) Fund, 
raising that Fund to a total of 588 lakhs. 

Madras was not so communicative, but she said that her budget estimate# 
provide for a transfer out of the revenue surplus of a sum of 554*77 lakhs 
<b her Revenue Reserve Fund in 1945; and her budget estimates for 1944-46 
showed that this would bring that Fund to a total of 601 laklis. 
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I repeat that these contrasts between us and the other provinces make a 
very preat difference to the case. To mv mind (and I believe I am compos 
mentis) they make it incumbent upon the Centre to come to our assistance 
not merely in terms of our own accounts but also to the effect of helping as 
to hold our own with the other provinces immediately after the war. We 
know that the Centre has already helped us considerably, but what do 
we know about their general attitude to our case? I will tell you, Sir. In 
the debates on the Central budget last year, the leader of the European 
Party tool^ up the cudgels on our behalf and appears to have quoted the 
sentence from my speech which said “our financial position is broken 
beyond the remedy of any action which we can in fairness be asked to take”. 
Now listen to what Sir Jeremy Raismau said in reply: — 

“Sir, I have the deepest sympathy for Bengal in its present plight and 
I have always felt that some financial assistance from the Central Govern- 
ment would be inevitable and would be desirable and necessary in order to 
assist Bengal to extricate herself from the calamitous difficulties into which 
she has fallen.” 

“Bengal more than any other province has suffered from the dis- 
advantages of war just as the Centre has, and for that reason in view of my 
own financial difficulties, I can appreciate that the Bengal Government are 
faced with problems of a ]>cculiarly difficult kind. At the same time we 
should not exaggerate the extent of the harm which so far has been done to 
the finances of the province. There was a quotation of a remark made in the 
Bengal Assembly which seemed to suggest that somebody took a very gloomy 
view indeed of those finances. It is true that Bengal at the moment is 
passing through a very bad time. But Bengal’s permanent financial 
nosition is not as desperate as has been suggested. I have before me certain 
figures in regard to the budget for the current year * * * * 

“1)r. V. N. BANKRJKK (Calcutta Suburbs: Non-Muhammadan 
Urban): Have they not been compelled to levy extra taxation? 

Tub IIon’blk Sir JEREMY RAISMAN : Certainly. So have I. 
I have no sympathy for any Finance Minister who will not face up to 
his obligation and levy taxation when he faces deficits. I have to 
undergo that unpleasant duty, and I do not see why anybody else 
•hould be let off. 

Dr. P. N. BANEltJEE: But the conditions in Bengal are very 

bad. 

The Hon’iile Sir JEREMY RAISMAN : The Central Government 
share one attribute of the deity — they help those who help themselves” 

Later on Sir Jeremy said: — 

“We must remember, after all, that a certain balance has to be 
maintained between the finances of the Centre and of the provinces 
and we must have regard to maintaining a sense of financial respon- 
sibility in all the units. If the Centre is to relieve provinces from 
time to time of their responsibility there is a danger of undermining the 
whole financial responsibility of the provinces. Province A would 
naturally say, “Well, if we get into difficulties, we can always expect 
the Centre to help us out, as they did when province B was in diffi- 
culties.” and again: — 

“My main point is this. Although at the present moment Bengal 
is undergoing great difficulties, her financial position is by no means a 
b«S one.*’ * * “At the end of these two very trying years she is, as far 
as we can see at present, unlikely to he in debt to a greater extent than 
something of the order of Rs. 12/14 crores. Well, no Government 
whose national debt is less than a single year’s revenue, can be said to 
be hopelessly in debt.” 

“I say this not to minimise the desirability of assisting Bengal in 
the exceptional circumstances, but to counteract the suggestion that 
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Bengal is as it were bankrupt or insolvent. That is lar from being the 
ease. Her total debt even by the end of next year will be quit© modest 
in relation to her revenue and the service of that debt will not be an 
intolerable burden on the province. In these circumstances we do feel 
that the assistance which we have offered to Bengal, having regard to 
our own difficulties, cannot be said to be inadequate”. 

Well, Sir, that is dear enough in all conscience. We can’t complain 
that we don’t know what we are up against. We are accused of whining 
without justification, and of representing that an indebtedness of 14 or Id 
crores would turu us bankrupt. We made no such contention. What we 
contended was that, having regard to the special pitch to which our war 
expenditure, including famine expenditure, had been forced by Bengal’s 
geographical position; and having regard to the continued expenditure for 
civil defence, etc., which some other provinces had already wen able to 
abandon; and having regard to the large surpluses which war conditions had 
enabled other major provinces to build up, Bengal ought not, in fairness, 
to be asked to carry such a burden of debt. Something ought to be done so 
as to relieve her of it, that she, like other provinces, might be in funds for 
post-war purposes. Reasons of high politirs alone, apart from mere 
financial equity, ought to make this obvious to His Majesty’s Government 
at Delhi. We seem to be accused of possibly not having “helped ourselves” 
by raising provincial taxes as we might have done. If that, was the accusa- 
tion, it was most unfair; we have exploited our local sources of revenue since 
the war began as much as any other province, and more than some of them. 
There is no mention of the surpluses of other provinces and, instead of 
admitting that we deserve more than merely to be saved from bankruptcy, 
Sir Jeremy leaves it to be supposed that we shall have to be content with 
being saved from bankruptcy lest it undermine our sense of financial res- 
ponsibility and have the same effect, if you please, in other provinces. In 
other words, unless the Centre can be made to think again, the plan seems 
to be that, when we emerge from this war, we shall at best be exacted to 
face the future with a debt that is a multiple of a year’s revenue, and with 
no surpluses at all to our credit. 

If w’hat I have just said is correct, the position is most serious and calls 
for vigorous protest. I should like to know' what the Bengal Government, 
who presumably studied these remarks of Sir Jeremy Raisman and have, 
by their own account, been having talks with him, have precisely done about 
it. In what precise terms have they endeavoured to counter this niggardly 
attitude of the Central Finance Department ? I have an uneasy feeling, 
from the remarks on this subject in the Finance Minister’s speech, that the 
idea of demanding to be put into surplus funds, and not merely on to an 
even keel, may have been abandoned. I trust tliut I am wrong. Have 
Government put their case on to paper and have they taken the important 
step of putting it on to paper in official, as opposed to mere demi-official, 
form ? If so, can they let the House see a copy of the document, if not also 
a copy of the Central Government’s reply? If they have not yet addressed 
the Government of India in official terms, will t hey kindly make good this 
omission as soon ns |>os«ib!e? The time may come when the existence of 
official papers on the subject may be of the greatest importance. 

Sir Jeremy Raisman will, perhaps, be saying something again about this 
matter in the impending budget debates at the Centre. I hope he does and 
that what he says will be a great improvement upon his previous utterances 
as I have interpreted them. It will, however, be his last budget debate and, 
quite conceivably, he may say that a final settlement of the matter must be 
left to his successor: just as, if you remember, Sir, some ten years ago Sir 
George Schuster left to Sir James Grigg the final decision whether we 
should be given the 50 per cent, of the jute exjmrfc duty in relief of our 
difficulties tinder the Meston Aw-ard. Ilowever that may^ be^ I think it 
fortunate for us that Sir Archibald Rowlands has been living in our midst 
and studying conditions in this province. He will carry with him into the 
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Government of India a first-hand knowledge of our difficulties, and a first- 
hand knowledge of our deep feelings on the subject; and one of his first 
official acts, without a doubt, will be to call for the file so that he may see 
what the Government of India can, in real fairness, do about it. I know 
one of the things that I would do if I were in his position but, as we are not 
sitting in camera, I will not divulge it. It might raise Cain in the surplus 
provinces. 

Srijut ASHUT08H MULLICK : ft: **Thrtw, to, TOrfc ft TO* ww 

fcWFl TO WttTOn, TO *tTO TO f TO TOT7R TO, Wfl I 4TOTO TOrfc TOtTO* 

cTOftftps ’rrwro wtfsn TO'fft c^afor v-ftro* TOTO wt c T nH - fotqTO* 

frfem i m TO fcTOffa cirrowi -Jtfotffa ^nmr tjN'TO went* ¥tro 

WPM UTO ¥«fft WTO «tTO* WTT fewTTO vn TOtr C?TO I TO ^RtPI ¥TliW 

faro 5?tl, sttftro wtr* i TOft^**f>rai TO, c^rfro tot? to^ i toi ifctsi wtr* 1 
tffoSI TO, WTO’ftffcSJ wtc^ 1 

TOfiroi w«f TOj’pn vtfcfis iftwb champion, foft 

to TO wiwu ^rt, faro *rarei *tpfo to faftra 1 

S*8>88 JTtr?R ftR CWftfc fcfTO WT^5 CTO SJ&88-8G C¥tfl> fctTO fctto WtTOt 

^fl>8ft-8«b WtCTOT WTTt'3 Wpiftt TO£sR¥ I 4* tf^tW TO ^ WffTI TOtftTO ttf TOC^ I 

ftn Pro worv to* TOf* wrora TO® *sto* to ^ftw ^ri ¥fro fo:TOt? cwwi 
TO cn TO ft’tTO tog wftw w*ro 3 *ftmj wto wfas w^vn ^ ?n sew wTO 
wrote* 4it fo*tfc tro ^rfa'ci* srcs ?'vz wt*rei i 

faTO ntfcfe* ^*ro wro wrorctra w*TOs TOrroirs to TOfo *foro* ‘‘Tro^^ffaV’ 
ftrot"^ TO l TOwtST ftR TO JpJ TO5 *Tl?fi5* ‘ p rf%Wt c T fofos TO cT0 1 C¥tft fcftn l vTO5tfo* 
CTO to m. viifcsK* aprons TOotfa* toto* TOn cto ro*i **ro ** to *fti 
^c®r ’ffiStrs %pi fowi wtc*ft «fr$trs *rro f* c* foro ws* to? wtes» i wt-^rtw ft^r 
tto? wrUtrsw ^tftbc« wto to w*«* ¥*re *tfa vn 1 cwtfi tots w:c«m fro 1 4$ 

WWWI ft:TO*» ?VR Jn WGT-9 ^ I TO W T vfiw T^)L r i ?’c^ WH>T WtVtWC^J 

ww 1 v?m *wr\un towwi'I ift-okto TOctTr^ nstsRi tot# 

C¥t?» WHPT TOtt dT^t^tT5 * c itCWW ^jr for cvr vff^?9Rj C¥TTO VC*ft , TJ 

c^rwi wtsfro fro cn wc to^ i 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. I beg to move 
that the business of the Assembly do now stand adjourned to discuss a 
matter of definite and urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, 
narnelv, the failure of Government to tackle the acute and unprecedented 
cloth famine that has overtaken the province at the present moment. 

Sir, it is known that there is an acute and unprecedented scarcity of 
cloth prevailing in all parts of Bengal at this moment. I would call it a 
cloth famine. In some places cloth, either dhotis or sareet, is literally 
not available. If one will look up any one day’s newspapers one will 
find this story coming from different places through res|>onsible news 
agencies who by no stretch of imagination can be said to have any politi- 
cal axe to grind, viz., to embarrass the Government. While thinking of 
this subject I had a cursory glance at two leading dailies of Calcutta, 
■m., the Hind ust hun Standard of the 16th and the A mritu Bazar Patrika 
of the 18th instant. I foAind two whole columns giving a gloomy picture 
of the cloth famine in the province. From Barisal came the news “an 
acute cloth crisis”, from Narayanganj “cloth scarcity”, from Berhampore 
extreme scarcity of cloth”, from Bogra “an acute shortage of cloth”, 
from Dinajpur “want of cloth”, from Faridpur “cloth not available even 
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for burial and cremation purposes, from Nature “cloth not at all avail- 
able ’ 1 and so forth and so on. Thus goes on from day to day the never- 
ending picture reel depicting the cloth famine in Bengal. 

But need we have to depend on newspaper reports for a correct under- 
standing of the situation? Every member of this House who does not 
spend his time between the Writers’ Buildings and the pleasure resorts of 
the city must know that there is a devastating cloth famine in the province 
at this moment. In my own district 1 have known cases of men spending 
months with tattered rags tied round their bodies. I have known casea 
of women not Wing able to come outdoors having practically no cloth to 
cover their shame. I have seen respectable and till the other day 
purdannshtn ladies standing for hours in the biasing sun for a pair of 
sarecs and returning exhausted and disappointed after a long endurance 
test. I have seen some of them going from Dacca to Naruyunganj by 
rail to try their chance for a pair of sarcex but returning with no better 
experience than in their own city. One day a gentleman came to my 
place at Dacca from Jovdebpur in Bhowal pargnua. He all hut fell at my 
feet and implored me to procure a pair of $ area for his wife who, as ho 
told me, was staying at home almost naked. 

Sir, I need not multiply instances for knowing Bengal intimately as you 
do you must appreciate that the picture that I have drawn of the clotn famine 
is not in the least overdrawn but is a faithful and moderate representation 
of the existing situation. The question that I ask is, could not this famine 
be to some extent averted by the Government if they had the will to? 
My answer lo this question is an emphatic “ves”. What was necessary 
was first to increase supply, secondly to prevent anv portion of it from 
going to the black-market and thirdly a fair equitable rationing and dis- 
tribution of the available stock through representative committees. With 
regard to supply this Government should have first of all persuaded the 
Central Government to increase Bengal’s quota. It is known that Bengal 
has been given the lowest quotu in India. While the Punjab has gof 18 
>ards per head per year Bengal has got only ten yards. This allotment 
is no less iniquitous than the notorious Niemeyer Award. To our misfor- 
tune this Government have not made any attempt worth the name to have 
the quota revised in Bengal’s favour. To add to this bungling comes the 
alarming news that in pursuance of instructions from the Central Govern- 
ment they are diverting a portion of this quota for the neighbouring State 
of Tibet. It is unthinkable that of all provinces Bengal which is in the 
grip of a doth famine should be asked to contribute from its meagre quota 
for relief abroad. This must be ‘resisted or the Government should 
resign. 


Under the head “supply”, more important than increasing the quota 
is the question of increasing the internal production. In no other field 
lias the* Government's masterly inactivity been shown in a more marked 
degree than in this field. It was incumbent upon the Government to help 
the few existing cotton mills to work 24 hours with maximum productivity 
by supplying them what they needed most including fuel, yarn and other 
procurable articles. More criminal inactivity on the part of Government 
has beeu to allow the about 2 lakhs of hand looms in the province to lie 
idle while it is in the grip of a cloth famine. They had sufficient time 
to move proper quarters for procurement of yarn for the looms. They 
might even start two or three spinning mills by this time to feed the 
looms. I know for certain that quite usable second-hand machinery for 
two or three spinning mills is available withiu the country not far away 
from the province. With these facilities within their reach what the 
Government have done so far towards supply of yarn is extremely disap- 
pointing. In the first place, we had from time* to time press announce- 
ments to the effect that the Government were procuring yarn for distribu- 
tion among handloom weavers. We do not know how much yarn was 
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procured or if any was procured, but we know that places that needed it 
most did not get it. My own district, Dacca, with its about 50,000 looms 
get practically nothing. 

Then, Sir, we had the press announcement that our Hon’ble and 
scheming Commerce Minister had assured some people in North Bengal 
some time back that Government would before long start a few spinning 
mills in the province. I^et us see before how long at least whether before 
the whole of Bengal goes naked and the weaving community becomes 
extinct. 

Lastly comes the most amazing piece of news that the Government 
who profess their anxiety to root out black-market from the province have 
appointed as their sole distributor of yarn a person who is a black prince 
among profiteers and who has never known cotton yarn in his life. Of 

course he knows the art of exploiting big names. He has even gone the 

length of extending his princely but purposeful hospitality to the Governor 
of the province whom he has injured without his knowledge. He knows 
the art of greasing the proper hands. He has extended his purposeful 
hospitality to the Hon’ble Chief Minister and some other Ministers includ- 
ing the Minister for Civil Supplies. With his social status thus raised by 
his association with the highest in the land, he thinks that he can defy 
public opinion with immunity, he can defy the governmental authority 
with immunity because there is none at least so far as he is concerned. 
He knows how to share his spoils with his patron or patrons in the 
Ministry. With such a man in charge of distribution of yarn, no one 

should expect an improvement in the yarn position and none is discernible 

so far. 

Sir, this brings to the question of the black-inarket. This danger- 
ous social phenomenon which admittedly is the cause of much of our misery 
today is trotted out by the Government in season and out of season as the 
only cause of our misery in the matter of cloth. I know there are greedy 
profiteers among our countrymen who thrive by black-market but why, I 
ask, have Government not been able to root it out by an iron hand? Why 
have they done nothing so far beyond issuing a plethora of pious pro- 
clamations and ordinances against black-market? My answer and every 
reasonable man’s answer to this question is, because there is not the will 
to do anything more. Sir, 1 refuse to believe that a Government, who 
have the machinery to report as to what subversive literature a boy in a 
distant village reads and what company he keeps, cannot ascertain who 
is who and what is what in the black-market of the city. The truth is 
that the whole governmental machinery, the Ministry and the department 
alike, from top to bottom — may he, with a few honourable exceptions here 
and there — is a body of bribe-takers who thrive because of the black- 
market. and do not want it to go. Who will remedy this is the question. 
Nothing very hopeful can be expected unless the suffering people them- 
selves have a dominant voice in the Government. If the present Govern- 
ment are not prepared to liquidate themselves to make room for a real 
people’s Government including ungrabbing and honest representatives of 
their party as well as of others, they should at least agree to delegate 
the task of distribution of cloth to representative committees of consumers 
and Government keeping the consumers' interests primarily in mind, 
somewhat on the lines of the Dacca Mohalla Rationing Committees which 
unfortunately have not been allowed to function in the matter of cloth. 
I do not say that the Dacca Committees are specimens of perfection; 
indeed there have been cases of corruption and jobbery in these Committees 
by some grabbing officials in league with some grabbing non-officials. 
But I believe that the matter can be improved ana the committees can 
work satisfactorily with a little more popular supervision, inspection and 
external auditing^ as I had the occasion to propose at the very inception 
of thote committees. 
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8 ir, I very strongly feel that some such rationing organisation should 
be introduced throughout the province. Have the Government the courage 
to introduce it throughout the province? If they* do introduce it, public 
opinion and vigilance will play its part in rationing and, in all probabi- 
lity, corruption and jobbery in rationing will be a matter of the past. In 
any case, people will have no reason to complain. With these words, I 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. (Applause.) 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY : stssta GTjPt **fYwn, sro, wtw 4* stirs, itos si sssn 
W tt ltE H l VRti wit Ci Adjournment Motion wtsi sncf—imn 5fcfsfl Stn. TOft 

s stn. item wtcro wstws ittsn ■wtnw^fifsncw crot wro si, mu itscs 
4 ti*t 5its Urns sin wmrwsi ^ i wtm srs n itnttt cits cstw 9 mro Y» ! 
wftwn sto *trcis a, 1 

w r wc* wrt^mr 4 t ci n-sssii, ci } mm imti wtwn-nm ssfai wti ^cwn, tot cs *1 
wsi ^ 5 tn swcsS 1 ws^ wtos i ssso smn w*j-sisrn sew 41 wn m 1 15 50 
tstfaci wtft stmftn ire wfswnm wtfs 1 m «pf sti^titi 4 n ^srocs tfti si far mi 
cwts stdP si itwm whc$i fuw ♦firs c*n itfaws si 1 wtwcw wt*tc$tT if$w <an ftltwn 
u$Vcw ern frocs 1 4 i sn fas. ns itwtcn wfawtrt irst wt*n* wfnp' itwi (wi 4 *s 
or* itwm 4 witst 3 wm cs* 1 4 wirsi *rtn wnt* csitswn itwm cm itm si 41 wm 
fw r cifas esites irwtn wt*t? esn css si <71 fas csitswn wsstmi swes 4 cwsm usew ton 
— fw nntn r cws 41s it* n s> ? cutes 43^ wt*t$ wnra 4 i; fw *‘<5, cst ssi w cwtiti 

CSS ? 4 TOl WtSIt IP* WC* Wtsstl CI W5W fW WW$ CSlTSWtl WtS$ TPOTTtrt TOl TOff 

TO5 Wftl 1 4S* 4? TO Wt*T$ WPTTOftTWl Il$ta5 CTO Si, (SITS ClCW fWf fWf WtS$ 

fwsci ’itstn Trm i wm instfm OTn ir£tro ics it* t$ faaw win— wiu mn itcfc-stwtri 
4 cs wts$ fw wn 4 cwim u wn facing 1 41 wm fw, cnli wmti wtm 6 siw « 1 it! 
wrfa < 7 i^rswn cits 4 wl^ Ylfantro c^farc 5 *tow 4 ? wm wrsin wit wjnti wi»rti 1 f%fs n 
vmrfrnr? ir^rrs wron wirs 41; ^ten fwitn wim ci ntn itwrci cws wfat^ 
faiw wire in si 1 $Ti toi 3 T 7 i ici ci control «n ctci evsm rro wt^ fa-wm wn, 
ert to rgtm fajm *rre ntro si 1 wt^rs fww wius n ill cum bv*i n 

%sds »rnj 1 irwm Pm 4 ^ n %su‘t stci wfai^ farwr wire c^r in wn* ; 

ciSwst itn ^fwci itfrrs wt^ fawi wn 1 stem m s> “csmn ifa 4 t iwi ®tci itiftci 
wt^ fnw wen, ^fam wtsrs to f tjn lici itoi “wtm fw wn wrm, wfat- 
wnsti cutintwn cto cii*> to fro wmc w i wt«f^ fwros to* i to fawn 

n wror imw (TTiwro m 1 " cron c^m ^fa ^nrit wn*s si, 5*m otr w %u ^itrs nwcwY 
jpj' - 3j 4^ iwi^jtci cuTn wtntf^ utfnri itesus 1 41^ wc*f rncu 4^ ci itwfci ci wt*t^ 
nt'en cii n*h wn ito si i srews »f%rw vrc nc^n cirw ci wiws 

c wrw ctcufaw ^rw »‘$i w*ptrcsu fws & w*f otrws isucm usto 4 fr is-toti otti 
tocs <yn frorui stsv stars 4 snnt snt in w sn men s?ci to « fa«i*i 
m ewew si ni fwi cit irsTjr» ^ irro trs, ^trot TO ironr tfirs 41 1 tjenw^ta 
fan tin wwwi Tsim wn j ifa ci 31 wnru to n si to wtfa ^»rcn cw n^cw# ctru 
irwn cto i-»tY 051:1 wtw 4w| rmt c^ici *ttsn to wcsw ir|tci ^jift srfm iitTOi 
toi nti. in ^nos s» 1 wesew ?nwi fsniH si wi<,$ cto wtmm wics 1 <sci sm win 
6 *tfT 5 ren* — fcrwt fros wt^ toto fwro n«n itew n ; <w 41 sm fw sift • 

ss? wi«Jm to wt*n faaroi inn wn r's fwi wm tarrs suits n cuts wn s’s si 
TO WS 4 t sen* CI, TO] fans wm, TO) CTOtltWtlC W TO WTO WtCI WtY Itfswll W 1 *t* 
faFsre sws si 1 inwti wtw ns cstw iirsm 5* Ssw wstti fas wfafaewet 1 

smi siwtcnr wsnim wes 5 iso smt 5ti so sw cstw w s rs m stn famci wtsti 4 1*1 
.cron «iwn fsmro wsi 11 ss^.cstw sm smi & sssm sstits mtfWifV! wt 
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’pro) •wwimi cro s* TOn tos c*m C4* i 4i €tn tsfi *r*$ btopt tous 

sfa wi i $tn cftfnr ^frnpr .4$ ’iron *nr *to 4*£i 5 * rw wtcf i crfci ecs$ 4 $ 
TO, wtw wftmi wtfiTO crotfm c 3 ^, TO*tei iro 4tfo c*fo t to 4 $ 'rofonr rai 
4*fcl *tW 4TO TO r» I W4'K 4tmf4 4TO 4Tfe ^ C4T* TOl, TOTO f*05 ^ ^ ^ 
c«rrf aftfaro Rifc $*pr tot TO>> istto* to-tob toto to to 1 ” 4? f?«m r fro s’w 
wtro* (Tit wtfR fc*t fro cro to, <n wt*R$» 4mr? % ^ 1 5 ^ TOt? 
4t wro wtfR ^ wtfart* 4T4n it vjm sfatro 1 

*t*ta94 vfmz %i, cromsfiTro TOtfas 41 c^stos six toJto crom- 

t TOwto <*rerr4 wtw 41*414 414*111) CWfiB (T4f\fj* W44f% 4tkC4> 41 ^T[ C*T , tl 4l4f4 I 

<ts fcrro «m frt*ra fat tos 1 csran *mftr ^tro rcro 1 cstrotutro *from, 
TOTftw 4tr»n cro* to 4 * «rc4 fro 4ttss 1 4imr? TOnra w rTO 

4l&4t Vf, 4T4 **T 4*fR SfTOR 4KTO CoN *4t<5 TO I 

TO! 'Q ^ ▼C‘ r $t^T ¥?tTO, TO 4t41 4*4 4RT1 4FI <TT<1 fTOCS I 4TO4 CWtsn 44! 

WC4* TOI frcWtR *t<1$ BWWl f44t4*t TO I W ^5ft TO, (TT *t*f§ *47 TO* (TTfTQ *tfon 
«rrc* i *ro: *v* 4ror cr4i 4 T 4 $tiR cv ^-5744 mi ^tTRT 4 toit* rc <51 cwmt 4 t$ to cr i 
fVi wtw '*mi 4 ^r toto ci ^ ^7! qrftrot ^n, to to ^t's *pn*tr toc^ i ^ 
flfiw *frotnr snt — tot toto $ c^mt ^ftTOt'Q c^(5 totc i m “str^i 's *t*t$ to 
*TO5, 'TO ^totr? TOft? TOtor TOITJ TOT5 I <T5 <ffor* *t^n CTO *4^ 
»r* *r* cTO 4t4i w <rrt?i 4ro< *tTOnr ivpfcs c?G^n TOf^r, to 4^ jjto 

TOl TO TO %'t* TO TO C4 4;4mr TOl 4TO TO CTO 4t*f5rW (Tit I 

*tfa TO ▼fif 4tl *41 fTOV TOI4 I 

4t JJTO WTO4 *t4 4*S T5TO *rc^, 4TC* <j* C41^ 4^5^ *CTO, (71 TOf 4^TO?tf4 I 
TOR f* RT1 TOT? 4*4t4 C*^ I TOT «ff44T4 «R7 *tC?R tfTTOR 44* TOR *-TT >^14 RTO I 

*t*r* wicr toir tot tfsre ’fiftc^ 4i i toi ’TtTO'Ts: 4m, fro fRl TO <ffon 4tC* I 
fVl Ntw l$tm 4t WtCR TOtm TO R1 41 TO fTOCf I 44^. 44 TO N4l4tr4 TOfl 4t41 
4fC4U I 4^>tffC4 4t TOT TO|TO44 C4I* TOl CTO, 4t4f4 # m: <^1*^14 444 fTO OR C4 ^5t4T 
4TttBf44t4 ^r4 4t41 f'-fCTO, fa* ol^ v»TC4 444 fTO C*T4l 4tT4 C4 C44TO 3T41 4firn4 *TO4 
ffWTT4-TOtC4 TOl TO5^ I C44l 4tC^ *tTO >[J5I *C‘$m *4t4 TO TOC5~-4tmt4 5tTO* 

f TWT4 CBTTTO WglTOi 44* 4t*Tif^r (TO4 4147 RC474 TOt4 « *TO 4^R 4v*4)l TO I 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. the problem of cloth 
control which is cntfaginif the attention of this House today is a very 
complex problem. It liUvS baffled the Control authorities both Central and 
Provincial and in spite of the control operating for one year and a half 
we have come to this situation that Bengal is now faced with a famine. 
There is no use blaming one party or the other because the problem is too 
important to be lightly dealt with but it is time that we should not shut 
our eyes to the realities of the situation and try to remedy the defects 
which are existing at present. We must know what the cloth position is 
before we are in a i>osition to understand its implications and difficulties. 
So far as Bengal is concerned, the province has not been properly dealt 
with by the Central Textile Board as is quite apparent from the fact that 
whereas other provinces have been allowed 12 yards and 16 yards, Bengal 
ha.s been allowed only 10 yards per head. The hand of our Government 
should be strengthened to press their utmost demand to the central autho- 
rities to do justice to Bengal by allotting the same quota as has been given 
to other provinces. There is rifc earthly reason why Bengal should be 
treated in such a discriminatory fashion. The second cause of shortage 
has been that the Central Textile Board issued an order in December last 
*f reeling all goods which would normally have come to Bengal. What 
fcbd happened was that if the Bengal quota-holders — their number was 
sufficiently large had received the goods which were duly theirs according 
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to the quota system, Bengal would not have faced the crisis in dhuties 
and sarees which has now come in this province. I can go a little into 
detail in order to show to this House that great injustice has been done 
by the Central Textile Board in dealing with the problems affecting 
Bengal. The Bengal dealers were being supplied with dhuties and sarees 
of the Indian Manufacturing Companies — the Kaisar-I-Hind Mill* the Crown 
Mill, the Western India Mills and the Hindusthan Mills. The Indian Manu- 
facturing Companies and the Kaisar-I-Hind Mills used to give to Bengal' 
the famous dhuties and sarees and they used to give 250 bales per month. 
Similarly, the Crown, the Western and the Hindusthan Mills used to give 
about 1,000 bales per month to Bengal in dhuties and sarees. Had the 
Central Textile Board not frozen the quantity which had been delivered to 
the quota-holders of Bengal the position would have l>oon much easier 
than what the position is to-day. (Mk. Santosh Kimak Bash: What 
about the freezing by the Government of Bengal?) I am coming to that. 
Now the position so far as Bengal is concerned — I have heard it from re- 
liable sources — is that the Central Textile Board is judging the Bengal 
Government with a prejudiced eye. I have heard from reliable sources 
that the highest authorities controlling the Textile Board say that so far 
as Bengal was concerned it was a Timbuktu or a dark land. Mr. Vellodi 
came to Bihar and supplied her with 2,000 hales of dhuties . I cannot 
understand any reason why Mr. Vellodi did not come to Bengal when 

Bengal is faced with a cloth famine. Similar was the treatment meted 

out to this province when she was faced with a food crisis. Therefore, 
so far as Bengal is concerned I have no hesitation in saying that the 
Central Textile Board has not dealt with the problems of Bengal as sym- 
pathetically as it should have done. I cannot however acquit the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal because they have failed to appreciate the intricacies 
ot the trade and specially of the cloth trade and I must say, without 
meaning the slightest disrespect to the officials who are charged with the 
administration ot this delicate subject that they are absolutely ignorant of 
the intricacies of this trade which has got 45,000 varieties of cloth and 
which has got thousands of problems. 1 will not go into personalities 
because personalities are too well-known to us. People who had no connec- 
tion whatsoever with the textile business have been put into the highest 

offices to be led or misled by interested parties into passing orders which 

are withdrawn at the next moment. 

The question of distribution in Bengal is within the sphere of the 
Government of Bengal. May I ask the Government of Bengal as to 
whether it has performed the duty which it was theirs to perform apart 
from the duties of the Central Textile Board. May 1 ask the Hon’hle 
Minister, Civil Supplies, whether it is not a fact that thousands of hales 
out of the goods which were frozen in September and October last are 
still lying undelivered when Bengal is faced with a crisis and cloth is 
wanting in different places, and thousands of bales of cotton and 
yarn are lying frozen without permits being issued for their delivery. If 
the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies w r ant« instances I am prepared to 
give instances but there is this difficulty that those merchants who say 
these things are in a very difficult position. 

Thi Hofi’bte Mr. H. 8. 6UHRAWARDY: No, no. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: You are hplding up their money 
for nearly C months. 

Tht Hon’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Let them say so. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Their money is locked tin for 6 
months. 
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Mr. I. 0. JALAN: What I Bay is this, that the Textile Commissioner 
has been given the powers that the Czar of Russia could not have got. 
Without assigning any reason, without hearing you, without giving any 
chance to you, your licence can be cancelled any moment, but there is no 
appeal, nobody can be heard. How can any merchant take the risk of 
going against the department? I am saying in all earnestness to the 
Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies not to be prejudiced by whatever we 
'say; let him make enquiries. He will find to his satisfaction — and I am 
positive — that there are thousands of bales which are lying frozen since 
September and October and are rotting, and the people are incurring inter- 
est and godown rent and what not. Letters after letters have been and 
are being written for permission to deliver the goods to’ somebody but no- 
heed is being paid. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is not correct. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: My friend is disputing my proposition. I will 
give one instance — I do not know whether that party will be penalised or 
not. I tell you this that one person has got 80 bales which were frozen in 
September last but those bales are still lying undelivered. Now, there 
are lots of instances in October — I know them to be facts; and letters after 
letters are being written to the Textile Controller’s office but no reply is. 
given to them. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Can you give me parti- 
culars? 

Mr. I. D. JALAN : My friend wants particulars as if he is quite un- 
aware of the facts. But I am citing facts. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : There are 1,408 bales 
frozen. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: N onsense ! You are giving a false 
information. Your officers always give you this kind of hallucinations. 

Mr. I. D, JALAN: W e kuo\v there are lots of goods which were frozen 
in September and October and which have not yet been given delivery of. 
Will the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies deny it? I wait for an 
answer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : You will get the answer. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Do you deny the facts that goods which were 
frozen in September and October are still lying with the dealers without 
the permits oeing issued and in spite of letters being written by them? 
We undertake to prove this fact that at least these goods are lying undeli- 
vered. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8 . jSUHRAWARDY: No, that is not so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, that is so. May I ask how 
many thousands of pieces of standard cloth with the Bengal Mills are 
lying undelivered? 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Bengal is in the grip of cloth famine, and thou- 
sands and thousands of bales of cloth are lying undelivered, and the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies denies that fact. I cannot 
understand the reason for thej. 

Now, Sir, so far as requisitioned goods are concerned, normally it 
takes at least about a month and a half or two before the order is made 
for the delivery of those goods. 

Now, there are numerous other things which can be said, but the time 
at my disposal is too short, and 1 do entreat the Hon’ble Minister for 
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Civil Supplies that apart from all the charts of nepotism, favouritism 
and all that which are being levelled against the department, please, for 
God*® sake, take steps to release every hale of cloth that is lying froaen 
today. 

Or. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: But dont give it to Marwaris. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: My friend has brought in the question of 
Marwaris. I say, my friends of the Muslim League are the greatest 
rogues in this country: they are the persons who are doing this mischief 
under the protection of the Hon’ble Minister. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Y ou, Marwaris, are responsible for 
it. 

(At this stage there was loud noise from both sides of the House.) 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: There is no use shouting. Kverbody knows that 
this is the root cause. The Muslim League wants to solidify its position 
by extending patronage to its own people. 1 have got u letter w r ith me 
which tlie Subdivisional Officer ot a place wrote to the Textile Controller. 
It runs thus: “1 have the honour to state that no Muslim dealer is avail- 
able to take delivery of the consignment from Calcutta to this subdivi- 
sion 11 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: You cannot read out that letter. 

RAI HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Why? 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: He appointed two persons — Messrs, such and such, 
and licences Nos. such and such. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Your time is up. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: I have got nothing more to say, but, for God 'a 
sake, don’t bring in commuuulism. 

Mr. MAQBUL H OS AIN : ?prft? *t5wr#l Jftnrv, wn giro ?n? c? wst? 
cv*i finrTci 'ss’Tvn ?TOW?W wwi *tf?vc? c? tfTO liw toi srvrs tow ???'r? ?tf? 
fwf ?? m tf* i mm tjm w*w tftu toto? tfro c??i fwwtrw i mrwi f??wrw 
W?J ?t?C\5tf ?1 I ftTOtfe ?tt?W ?1WW I Vfrl tf*? 

vtra tf?*w crors 4?? wvrtv Si? m toto to ?tfc i cvm c? 4?? wm ffrittf tow tot 
ft#t ?4 ?h 8fi*r«i i c? ifrrat? toi? vt^ttw go *rv c?t?, ftcfc, ?tt$, ?ttfc 

fan? to, totc? 4? ? t wrmw wro? gti vwt*?, to? ?firror to ?twtnr ^wr 
rtitci, 6?? u fit?? wot? cr?i frotti, crouf??, toi trefe fro? wrrotT m 
TOtcf, ?tc?i ipttocn TOiftfi, $fit, ?9ww * TOtW sto rtTO, tow 

WCI ??1 ?TO5 TOWl j?W Now TO 

mm ?1 TOJ1 ??t?W?f W?7 CTOft? TO< C?«fr ?tpn TO<U*fclf ^ »8>88 TO 0 CftB 
8tr W* 8? flWW tt¥l, 5188-8G TO C C¥tf ?? ?W *6 ftWff St¥l 4?t >*8G-86 TO? 
TOJ 8 Cftf ??F GO TOW ??> fe? ??TO Wtfc >0 C!T$ G? TO TOW fcWFl 
♦jwt? wfiwtcp i ?knw iforoi ?n to tom fawn wwro vftn ?fjt ttror wwf fafan 
w?i ?6ti oTOTOf fiw fora? w?t frucfit 5?9 w tyrojwB c TO jfcfW, ipCIffe- 
•wwi * a w w w mn crorft i tow? ymw farfiw f%f nwf?t tffi ?Ffihn tfcww tfr? 

CfWlt WW?W Wf ▼flUtf? I TOW TO5 ?4? TOf fb*l!l TO Cfffl ftlfWf TO? TOItftf ? 

nrtt? cto? ?dfn r 

TO5 ?ro'c?4 tjrro • mu w?r tocto c?tti fatoi w fm& i tow to? 
??TOTO»f^TOTO?fTO ?TO*t^TO; WWTOTOf W?T?Wlft| ?^TO WllTOl TO Yftfl # 



106 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


[22nd Feb., 


4*$tci qqj fc T tjnots 4fti7 Kin 4ff4 4ti9 U*itc? i fanlt fifwi 9t4ti 

ifrfloft y ^TNifHi yrfii m' fault 4fipr®i ifan ifefas ▼fin itor i fw% iuiiw ^sinfas, 
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Or. MALIHAKSHA SANYALs Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, spedeer 

alter speaker has invited the attention of this House (At this stage the 

Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Subrawardy was found to be absent from the Chamber.) 
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&r y I regret it will not be possible to continue the debate in the absence 
f the Minister for Civil Supplies. 


Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: How can I help you, Dr. BanyalP His 
Parliamentary Secretary might be there. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: No one is present. We refuse to be 
rented in this manner on an important issue of this character. The 
uestion be now put. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, none has spoken on our side and Khan 
lahadur Jasimuddin Ahmed wants to Bpeak. Let him speak, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The arrangement was that after Dr. 
anval Mr. Badrudduja will speak. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But the arrangement was not that 
he Hon’ble Minister in charge will give us a slip when important discus- 
ions will take place. The question be now put. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the Hon’ble Minister should be 
riven a chance. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Why, Sir, if he does not care to ree- 
lect the House P 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think, Dr. Sanyul, you continue your 
peech and after \ou finish I will consider that. 

(Tlie Hon’hlc Mr. H. S. Suhra wordy at this stage entered the Chamber 
md took his seat.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL:, Now that the Hon’ble Minister has 
iecii pleased to come I may continue. I would like to charge him with all 
he calamities that liave now befallen on the head of Bengal, not merely 
\ itli regard to the man-made famine of which he was the principal factor 
mt more so defimteh in regard to the cloth famine of the present time. 
With regard to the cloth famine the present Ministry could surely not take 
>roteetion under the possible action of a previous Ministry because the 
a hole (doth control was engineered and conducted under the present 
regime. 

Early in March, 1943, I sought to move an adjournment of the busi- 
ness of this House inviting attention to the state of affairs created by 
ertain action ot the Textile Controller at that time. The House was 
thereafter given the opportunity to know through questions and interpella- 
tions and discussions during the last Budget how the whole textile posi- 
tion \vu> mishandled by the Government. The Hon ’hie Minister for 
Civil Supplies shows a wonderful levity over the whole situation. He 
thinks that his careful method of approaching questions in the manner 
he does will keep Bengal satisfied und will enable our mothers and 
sisters to get their clothings. What is the result of his callousness ? 
Today all that has l>een achieved is that black-market, corruption and 
bribery are freely goiug on in almost every sphere of textile administra- 
tion. The manner in which the officials of the Government have freely 
been trying to sqeeze money from persons interested in the textile trade, 
the manner in which the big dealers of Burra Bazar are collecting daily 
huge sums of money on the pretence that this money has to be paid to the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies (cries of “shame, “shame” 
from the Opposition Benches) is a scandal of the highest magnitude for 
which a judicial enquiry should be started. 

Sir, early in March, 1943, I personally with due respect that a 
Minister of Government should command and one, whom I at least hold in 
some esteem because of his application and because of his energetic approach 
IS 
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to various problems did bring to Mr. Suhrawardy’s notice that some 
lakhs of rupees were being raised when the department just managed to 
get certain licences of 38 big merchants withheld for the time being for 
certain enquiry. (The Hon*blr Mr. H. S. Suhrawabdy: No, no.) Sir, 
I was satisfied then that the Hon’ble Minister in charge had nothing to 
do with the attempt to raise this money, but thereafter whenever such 
things occurred I had drawn his attention to the fact that the underlings 
and supporters of this Ministry and also certain classes of people who 
are well known to the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, who frequent his house 
and who are his very great assets in course of elections, go to the market, 
freely collect money in the name of the Minister. But these things still 

f o on and no serious attempt appears to be made to stop this scandal. 

Iven in the Textile Control office you cannot get anything done without 
bribery. Even the Standard Cloth which is to be distributed under the 
aegis of Government direct cannot be got released unless a certain officer 
there can be paid some thing overnight at his house. Has Government got 
no eyes to see, no brains to understand all these? Has not the Hon’ble 
Minister found himself how his so-called honest Tribunal has set 
up in Calcutta 150 selected shops, some of which do not even claim to be 
cloth shops at all? Sir, shops that have been dealing with shoes, with 
wool or shops that w T ere only groceries have now been selected as wonder- 
ful approved dealers of textile. When I offered to the Hon’ble Minister to 
come along with me in my car with my petrol and when I offered to show 
him about 40 shops which do not deserve to be given the slightest recog- 
nition of Government patronage he funked it. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy: You did not give me a list.) I asked you to come along 
with me, I did not give a list only to be white-washed by some officials 
of yours. Even now I ask any honest member of {he Muslim league to 
come with me today, tomorrow any time and I will show him the charac- 
ter of the shops selected by the Honble Mr. Suhrawardy’s wonderful 
Tribunal. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: I did not select 
them.) I had a talk with Mr. P. J. Griffiths, the newly appointed 
Director-General, Enforcement and Public Relations, and i also asked 
the Chief Whip of the European Party to come with me and I had within 
the course of an hour and an half shown them some of the absurdities 
that his so-called committee had done. And vet. no serious attempt is made 
to check the evil not merely on that occasion but on previous occasions 
also when I had pointed out to the Hon’ble Minister, when I had given a 
written letter to the provincial Textile Controller pointing out to the 
Department how one Inspector was abusing his office and had a shop in 
the bcnami of his own, how he was squeezing out bales and bales of cloth 
from Burra Bazar for that particular shop, how he and a number of other 
Inspectors of the Department were daily and regularly and openly taking 
bribes (cries of “Shame, shame” from the Opposition benches), when 
day after day long reports came to the Provincial Textile Controller, he 
diu not only take no action but be passed on that information to such 
offending parties only to make them more careful for the future. (Cries 
of “Hear, hear” and “Shame, shame” from the Opposition benches.) 
What a shame? 

“Sir ,when it was decided in the presence of the Hon’ble Minister 
that just before Id and Puja seasons all available stock in Calcutta would 
be overnight taken possession of after a search, wonderful things hap- 
pened* The very next morning, the Provincial Textile Controller said 
thmttds was not practicable at all. At the time when this matter was 
discussed in his presence, iie never uttered such difficulties. What hap- 
pened pn the following day? He said that voluntarily the merchants 
were prepared to give 7,000 bales? What happened to those 7,000 bales 
or more? I want the Hon’ble Minister, if he is really sincere and honest, 
to go and enquire in his Department what has happened to those 7,000 
or 11,000 hales or whatever came thereafter and he will be surprised to 
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know that all the records of that time have vanished and are not available. 
Sir, the Hon’ble Minister knows that I have personal knowledge of these. 
He requested me and two of his Parliamentary Secretaries at that time to 
assist in the distribution of certain emergency stock in the hands of 
Government. In 2 or 3 days* time, both myself and Nawabsada Naaar- 
ullah who were there discovered certain malpractices and we told him 
and also the Provincial Textile Controller that such malpractices, if al- 
lowed to continue, would not enable any gentleman, any efficient and 
honest man, to participate in this kind of work, and I asked the Hon ’bio 
Minister in charge to relieve me. What did he do then? Did he take 
any measure to meyt the situation? He merely said to me: “Dr. 

Sanya), such things happen. Don’t take it very seriously. (Laughter.) 
Go on helping; help the Department.” Even so I tried to help the 
Department. All along I have been trying to put suggestions after sug* 
gestions to the Department only to be told that certain things cannot be 
done. W T hy cannot be done? Because he has chosen one non-official 

European over whom he has no authority. In my presence being con- 
vinced of the utter inefficiency, if not dishonesty, of that person, he 

rebuked him. He said ”1 am not going to have him any more'’ and who 
is the power that has kept him then* still? We demand an explanation. 


When black-marketing was shown to Mr. Vellodi, the Textile Com- 
missioner, Bombay, when he came, he deputed one of his assistants to go 
and see the working of black-marketing in Burrabazar. He was convinced 
that black-marketing was going on. Mr. Jones, the Provincial Textile 
Controller, was then asked to go jwrsonally and see black-marketing. 
Several bales were caught in h in presence, but what action was taken? 
Nothing happened. All big parties somehow managed to escape. And 
why so? Because there are certain influences at work which the Govern- 
ment themselves fostered and maintained. 

I charge the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies not merely 
with starving the people of Bengal and making them naked, but also break- 
ing the entire morale of the whole official and non-official agencies through 
which the public could expect any assistance. I do trust that his party 
and he would, in future, take proper note of the position in the country 
and behave themselves. 

Sir, I do not now like to detain the House on such charges most of 
which I have brought to the Hon’ble Minister's notice. 1 will be pre- 
pared to repeat them with specific instances, if he likes, any time and any 
number of times, and I hope the House will be able to appoint a small 

committee and examine those charges. If I am, or any one of those 

charges, found to be at fault, I will be only too ready and prepared to 

openly apologize to the House and to the public outside. 1 have held 

public meetings in parks of Calcutta and in public halls and called upon 
Government to explain some of their conducts, but no notice has been 
taken so far, because they dare not take any notice of these allegations. 

I know that so far as cloth famine is concerned, there are two aspects 
of the question — the supply position and the distribution question. I 
am aware that there are difficulties in the way created by the action of 
the Government of India and the Textile Commissioner, 1 know also 
that so far as Bengal is concerned, her requirements are not being pro- 
perly looked into. I am also aware that the malpractices that are prac- 
tised by the mills and big quota-holders have not been all due to the acts 
of the Provincial Government, but I also do know that what the Provin- 
cial Government have responsibility about namely equitable distribution 
at controlled prices, they have not so far discharged that responsibility 
’properly and correctly. Sir, in the matter of equitable distribution over 
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the country, the primary responsibility lies with the Provincial Govern- 
ment. Here I must submit that not only have they failed, but they have 
4et up a machinery which is corrupt to the bone, and which should be 
scrapped lock, stock and barrell. 

Sir, so far as the Provincial Textile Advisoiy Council is concerned, 
people are led to believe that Government have in this a very dependable 
and honest group of advisers! The fact however is that they are mere 
puppets in the hands of the Minister himself only to be asked to do some- 
thing to oblige him, and they do that. That has been done in a number 
of cases. When certain things have got to be done, the Minister sends 
for the Chairman and instructs him to do that, an<^ when asked he gives 
on innocent plea saying “I have not done anything; it is the Tribunal 
which has done that”. Now, what is that Tribunal? What nonsense is 
that Tribunal? A member of the Tribunal at a public place only the 
other day said “I do know and I feel” — and that is reported in one of 
the newspapers here — “all is humbug and everything is corrupt.” When 
I asked him “why then did you participate in the Tribunal”, he said 
“what can I do, I am quite helpless”. This is the expression of opinion 
of one member of the Government Party, and one who is himself a mem- 
ber of the Tribunal. Sir, I have no time to go into the details. I have 
any number of suggestions to make and I do feel that the whole thing 
can be improved in only a week's time. The Textile Advisory Council 
should be scrapped. There should be a General Advisory Council at the 
centre composed of popular representatives to advise. I do hope that the 
House will take proper note and set up a more dependable Central Coun- 
cil and a number of Advisory Peoples’ Committees throughout the 
country to take proper action in this connection with the equitable distri- 
bution of cloth and yarn. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir, much 
has been said about the cloth famine. So, 1 would not say anything 
about it. 1 would only point out that, in the statement by the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister it has been shown to us at page 18 that Government 
has set apart Rs, 11,08, 82, 000 for standard cloth up to 81st March, 
1945. Sir, if this standard cloth worth Us. 8,08,82,000 had been properly 
distributed, l think there would have been some relief to the people of 
Bengal. 

I Know tlit* condition of standard cloths in some districts, namely, 
Berhampoiv anti Maida. They ure eaten by white ants, monsters and 
officers. These cloths were preserved in bond. Three-fourths of these 
have all been damaged in three months time. These very standard cloths 
Which had been refused on the basis of fixed prices are now being taken 
by the public. It shows how naked the people are. They are taking the 
dumaged standard cloths after paying the full price. In my starred ques- 
tion No. 71 — it is mentioned today — you will find that in the months of 
September and October, 1944, out of 15,277 bales, Assam had the good 
fortune of getting 1,850 bales from this province, though Bengal is 
Buffering from cloth starvation. 

I suggest that this Assembly should he adjourned at least for a week 
and a cloth week should be observed by the Ministers and by the members 
of this House. All the members and Ministers should go round their 
constituencies and should devise means and ways to solve this problem 
immediately. 

Tim Hon’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : In the midst of vilifica- 
tion^tbet certain honourable members have indulged in, it is difficult not 
only to keep one’s temper b«t one feels inclined not to take that portion 
<ti the House into confidence at all but as this is a matter of vital import- 
ance to the people of the province, I think they should know what the 
situation actually is. I shall therefore for the benefit of its saner section 
tell the House how the position now stands. 
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II lias been said that there is a cloth famine. It cannot possibly bo 
enied that there is a cloth famine and that it is very largely due to the 
ict that the supplies are insufficient. Honourable members have given ex* 
ression to the actual situation. The quota allotted to Bengal is unfoiv 
inately as low as 10 yards per head. Generally speaking, as honourable 
members should know, there is an over-all shortage in India. This is 
ue to the fact that a certain amount is exported. It is hoped that exv 
orts will be reduced, if not altogether stopped. Then, a certain amount 
s used for defence services and specially for the military. The result is 
bat there is an over-all shortage which is accentuated from time to time 
y the fact that there is not sufficient coal to keep the mills in operation. 
On the basis of mill supply, it was at first agreed that every one throughout 
India should bear an equal burden arising out of the shortage and the entire 
quantity of cloth should be distributed to all the provinces on a per capita 
basis. On calculations, it was found that every province could get enough 
stock on the basis of 12 yards per head. This however was somewhat 
fallacious as the number of yards per hale were counted as 1,500 while 
actually the bales contained only 1,200 yards or 1,150 yards on an average 
as we have ascertained, hut thereafter there was a sudden change. I do 
not know why the blow should always fall upon Bengal. I have protested 
most strongly against any such change. 1 pointed out that Bengal's 
population had increased, that the urban population had increased, that 
persons from other provinces had come into Bengal, that owing to the 
presence of the military there was much less civilian consumption, that 
bandages and other things were required in Bengal for the increased 
number of hospitals and tout the famine through which Bengal had passed 
required at least some consideration to be shown to Bengal. But ail the 
consideration that the Central Textile Control Board showed was that they 
reduced the quota of Bengal to 10 yards per head and increased the quotas 
of other provinces in some cases to 20 yards and in some even to 24 yards 
per head. We have protested against this most vehemently. The one 
reason why we have not ventilated it so far is that I do believe we shall 
get redress and that we shall get some kind of justice from the Government 
of India. (I)r. Namnaksha Kanyal : Not likely unless you set your own 
house in order.) In any event this is the position. The amount of cloth 
which has been assigned to Bengal is insufficient for its needs. 

Now, Sir, the next position that we come to is how are the supplies 
assured to Bengal. Firstly, there is the question of supplies which are 
insufficient, and secondly there is the question of how much supplies are 
brought into Bengal and how we can he sure that these supplies will come 
into Bengal. 

A certain number of quota-holders have been selected by the Textile 
Commissioner himslf with which we have no concern. Thereafter, there 
are a certain number of importers who are expected to get cloth through 
their normul dealers. Up till now we have not yet received a list of the 
quota-holders, nor how much they are entitled to get and I do believe 
that there are instances where quota-holders have resold their quota in 
Ahmedabad and Bombay and have not brought them to Bengal. (Dr. 
Naunaksha Sanyal: They dare not bring them.) There is a scheme 
which will soon be put into operation. On the 14th or I6tb February 
there was a meting held of the Textile Control Board and a near scheme 
is now bejng introduced by the Textile Commissioner which will com- 
mence with freezing the cloth from the beginning and then controlling it 
properly. We exepct that when that scheme will come into operation, we 
shall be in a position not only to distribute whatever cloth is allotted to 
ue but also on a proper basis. 

Dr* NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That has put up your price to Rs. 10 
Idkhs. 
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The Hon'ble Mr. H. I. SUHRAWARDY: Now, Dr. Sanyal is 
making a vulgar and indecent insinuation. If he is suggesting that I 
have sold myself for money, I shall call him a dirty liar. That is all. I 
shall tell another honourable member who spoke on the first occasion and 
who said — I think these are his very words — that “the person who has 
been allowed to handle yam shares his spoils with his patron in the 
Ministry” referring to some person in the Ministry or may be to myself, 
that I not only challenge him to prove it, but I call him also a dirty liar. 
(Interruption.) (Cries of “Withdraw, withdraw” from the Opposition 
benches.) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: He must withdraw that expression and 
tender an unconditional apology. (Interruption.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
— —(The voice of the Hon'ble Minister was drowned in the tremendous 
noise from the Opposition bloc.) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN* We will not allow him to proceed further 
unless he withdraws. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He will take a few minutes to conclude his 
speech. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Are you presiding in the House wdien 
such an unparliamentary expression has been freely used? 

The Hon'ble Mr, H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
(again the voice was drowned in the uproar from the Opposition bloc). 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: If you go on in this way, I will have to 
adjourn the House. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: The Hon'ble Minister must w ithdraw 
before we can allow him to proceed further. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY : Will you ask the other 
members, Sir, to withdraw what, they have said? 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Is it 
parliamentary for a well known dishonest Minister to call an honourable 
member of the Opposition a liar? 

The Hon'ble Mr, H, S. SUHRAWARDY: I call that member a dirty, 
filthy liar. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the Hobble Minister who is 
known to be a thief entitled to call another member a dirty and filthy liar? 

Mr. K. NASARULLAH: You are a thief. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: You are a swindler. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I ask you whether you are presid- 
ing or not? 

•«r. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is impossible to conduct the business of 
the House in this atmosphere *nd I adjourn the House for fifteen minutes. 

(The House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr, SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U S Sir, the question be now put. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I have not finished. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You cannot finish unless you withdraw. 
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Ml. DEPUTY SPEAKER X Expressions need by both sides are undesir- 
able and unhappy and I will see the proceedings and have them expunged. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs You cannot expunge. There is no 
right for any Speaker or Deputy Speaker to expunge any part of the 
proceedings. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: No member on this side of 

the House used that expression. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am sorry to say that there were provoca- 
tions on both sides and I hone now in a calmer atmosphere you will allow 
the Hon’ble Minister to conclude the remaining portion of his speech. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Not unless he withdraws the expression 
“dirty and filthy liar” used by him. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 

(again the voice of the Hon'ble Minister was drowned in the uproar in 

the House). 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Are you encouraging the use of 

such unparliamentary expression in the House Y 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It is very difficult to say whether it is un- 

f arliamentarv or not and I will not cite any instance of British Parliament. 

will not quote anything from the proceedings of the British Parliament. 
Members of the Parliament have indulged in expressions even stronger than 
this. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will you help us to use such expres- 
sions also ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I hope you will only allow a few minutes 
to the Hon’ble Minister to finish his speech. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, (Again there was a 

tremendous uproar from the Opposition side in which his voice was 
drowned.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a point of order, Sir. I am ask- 
ing >ou this question for your consideration and answer. If charges of 
corruption against the Ministry are brought by members of the Opposition 
regarding the administration of any department, is it the way to reply to 
that charge to call the members who bring that charge as “dirty liars.” I 
am asking you whether this is the kind of expression the Minister should 
be permitted to use in refuting the charges of corruption and bribery which 
can be legitimately brought against the administration. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think I have made my position clear. 
You have heard all the expressions that have been used. I have never 
suggested that the expressions are happy. I have already said that the 
expressions are very much undesirable and if you want me to say any- 
thing, certainly I will say that they are all unparliamentary. I must say 

that the responsibility lies with both sides of the House (Cries of “No, 

No” from the Opposition bloc and of “Yes, Yes” from the Government 
bloc.) If you continue in this way I shall have to ask the leaders of the 
different parties to help me in this matter. 

Mr. KIR AN 8ANKAR ROY : How can we help you ? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs Sir, I rise on a point of order 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, when I am on my leg*, no 
point of order can arise. 

I will once more appeal to the leaders of the different parties to help me 
in restoring order. It you are really helpless in helping me I think I 
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have no other alternative but to adjourn the House. I onoe more appeal to 
the leaders, Mr. Roy, Mr. Basu, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, Dr. Mookerjee, 
to help me. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASUs Before you decide to adjourn the 
House we want to make our position perfectly clear. We never used any 
expression which has been declared by you unparliamentary as has been 
done in the case of the Hon’ble Minister. I do not therefore see what use- 
ful purpose will be served by the leaders of the Opposition going and seeing 
you in your chamber because we do feel that we have not committed any 
breach of parliamentary propriety. In the circumstances the only course 
open to you is to take the necessary step which follows after your declara- 
tion that the expression used by the Hon’ble Minister is unparliamentary. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER; To be very frank I did not listen when the 
expression was used by Mr. Suhrawardy. (Cries of “Oh I Oh!” from the 
Opposition benches.) But when such expressions have been used by mem- 
bers on both sides I do hold that I should compel Mr. Suhrawardy, Mr. Sen 
and Mr. Sanyal and others who have used them to withdraw. I will there- 
fore ask Mr. Suhrawardy, Mr. Sen and Mr. Sanyal to withdraw the 
expressions they have used. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN. So far as we are concerned no compulsion 
is necessary. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. Mr. Suhrawardy, I hope you are withdraw- 
ing the expression you have used. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I am ready to withdraw 
any unparliamentary expression I have used if the other members withdraw 
theirs. I am afraid I shall not be able to withdraw it because I have used 
it in the face of the grave and provocative charges and insinuations made 
against me. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. I have definitely asked three members of 
this House to withdraw the expressions they have used and I hope 
Mr. Suhrawardy will withdraw the expression and Mr. Sen and Mr. Sanyal 
also will. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Not only have certain 
insinuations and charges been made against me hut over and above those 
insinuations and charges direct personal remarks have been made and it is 
my duty to tell them that they are not truthful. It cannot possibly be that 
any member will be permitted to say that I am dishonest or that I have 
taken money or to make any other insinuation like that. There are mem- 
bers who know, if they search their hearts, that I have been working in 
the midst of a filthy atmosphere and I have tried to give as clean an 
administration as possible and it is extremely unfair for them that they 
should use such expressions. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. I hope the members will withdraw the 
expressions. 

Mr. P, BANERJI: Your first man has not yet withdrawn. 

Tt» Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the honourable mem- 
bers be satisfied if I sav this that if the insinuations made by the members 
of the Opposition and the charges made by them be held as false as well as 
the ot^er ugly expressions used bv the honourable members, I unhesitat- 
ingly withdraw the expression I have used. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
retorted justly. I withdraw as a sportsman. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Without in the least denying anything 
l have said in my speech, I withdraw the expression “swindler” that I used. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Dr. Sanyal, has not withdrawn. 

The HoiPbla Mr. H. t. 8U H R AWARD Y: As explained to me by him 

he did not suggest that the money was being collected for me, or taat I 
would take it. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED : On a point of information Sir, wfw TOtTTO 
wlfv fwafn wits St* c? tfti fro? w tft? to? w vs fctei bank balance \t!W nfttf 
%*n 4?’ 4 ?? vs nx* — 4*1 WPTO? fv ? (Laughter.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not allow that question. 

The Hofi'blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Now, Sir, under the new 

scheme of the Government of India, there will be only three categories of 
dealers— one will be quota-holders, the second importers and the third 
retailers. Now, perhaps — it is not perhaps, it is almost certain — we shall 
be in a position to regulate the distribution of cloth much better than before. 

I would like to say something about yarn; I do not know if I shall have 
the time to do so. Yarn allotted to Bengal is very inadequate and I have 
protested very strongly and I do feel that if that inadequacy continues, 
Bengal will be in for a very, very bad time indeed. I think the position 
that is taken up by the Government of India and the Central Advisory 
Committee regarding distribution of yarn to Bengal is indefensible. I 
shall place this matter before the public at a press conference so that the 
public may know exactly how the situation stands. 

Now’, Sir, 1 also intend as far as possible to explore all possibilities of 
rationing cloth. 1 do not know whether we shall oe able to succeed and 
how long it will take to do so. What I have in my mind at present is that 
we shall be able to give 5 yards of cloth to an infant or to a boy up to the 
age of 8 or 12 and 10 yards of doth to an adult. Now, that means to say 
that only a pair of jams or a pair of dhutu will be given. As anybody 
can see, this is hopelessly inadequate, but as there does not seem to be any 
other alternative, we shall have to do the best with the supply we have got. 

As regards yarn, we are sending it to all the places where there are 
weavers. It is an error to consider that the gentleman whom w r e have 
selected is the sole distributor of yarn. He is not the distributor but he 
is merely a handling agent in the sense that he removes the yarn from 
here. Nobody who knows anything about transport can deny that lie has 
discharged his duties efficiently in the distribution of yarn, and nobody 
who knows anything of the problem can deny that it was necessary for me 
to find somebody who would be in a position to extract the yarn from the 
yarn holders, pay them money in advance, transport the goods to any 
defined part of Bengal, and wait to recover his money from the handling 
agents set up by the Subdivisional Officers. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Why do you allow yarn to be 

exported from this province? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: It has been exported to Bihar. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Under your protection, it has been 
exported from the Dhakeswari Cotton Mills. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Now that I have been 
reminded of export I wish to state this. You have stated that cloth is 
being exported to Tibet — that has appeared in the capers. This is incor- 
rect. Six hundred bales have been allotted by the Central Government for 
Tibet and it is this doth that will go to Tibet and no more. Similarly, the 
cloth that is being exported to Assam was the cloth for Assam that had been 
‘ sent to Bengal and we bad to send that cloth outside which was meant for 
.the other province. 
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Now, Sir, we have tried our level best to utilise the trade as far as 
possible. As a matter of fact, we have, in distributing the frozen cloth, 
utilized mostly non-officials connected with the trade and have utilised 
existing shops to distribute the cloth. Then we went on to the quota to 
quota scheme. The quota to quota scheme was adopted at the instance of 
the trade as they wanted free liberty to distribute the cloth in their own 
manner. 

Now, Sir, at the present moment it is only a very, very small portion of 
the cloth which Government has frozen. Do you think that we have frozen 
all the cloth and we are not distributing it? This is incorrect— only a very 
small portion has been frozen and the rest has been left to the trade 
to distribute in accordance with the quota to quota scheme. They have 
signally failed to do so and at the present moment it appears to me that 
there is no other alternative but for the Government to take over the entire 
control of cloth and its distribution. I hope, Sir, that the new scheme 
that we propose to take up will be successful, namely, that of assuring that 
the cloth supplies that are brought into Bengal are distributed properly. 
We must secure an adequate supply of cloth for Bengal then distribute it 
to the various subdivisions and various centres of distribution on a popula- 
tion basis and then further distribute ration the cloth to the consumers 
under Government supervision. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : On political 
patronage!) No. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: That is your instruction to 
the Subdivisional Officers. I have seen a letter.) No. If I ask that 
Muslims should get a fair share, this is not a question of political patronage. 
We all know that Muslims as a whole are being driven out from everywhere. 
There are Muslim dealers. Take the case of 22 importers who have been 
recently selected. Is there not more than one Muslim who can import? 
There are any number of Muslims. The Muslim Chamber of Com- 
merce has protested to me. Surely the rights of the Muslims have 
got to be protected too. It is only fair that justice should be done 
to all communities of the province, whether they are Muslims or 
whether they are Hindus. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: What about Hall & 
Anderson? Do they import anything?) No. They are the biggest 
distributors of cloth and yarn. Not that I am aware of at any rate regard- 
ing cloth from Indian Mills; but they are very big retail dealers and 
specialise in the needs of a particular community. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Ghandra Sen that the business of the Assembly 
do now stand adjourned to discuss a matter of definite and urgent public 
importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the failure of the Government 
to prevent the acute and unprecedented cloth famine that has overtaken the 
province at this moment, was then put and a division taken with the follow- 
ing result : — 


AYE I — 15. 


Abiat MUt, Mr. MM 
AMM Hahaaa, Mr. (Khataa) 

Abial Utft WtwM, NmM 
AM* WtM Bttartucarl, MaaM 
AbAar Ramk, MuM 
Ariaaiiia Ahasi, Mr. 

Mi ARM Obaaihary. Kku Bahrtar Haft 
Zatr» «i |a, Mr. lyM 
■f icfr i, Mr. Pnaatha Bath 
Baa Mr. F. 

Ban. Mr. H tHm h Baa Mr 
Ah ahra h ar ty, Mr. MMn Rath 



Batta, Mr. Aakaatr 
Datta Aapta, mm Mira 
S*ar, Mr. UpaaimaMh 
Fatal Ha* Mr. A. K. 

Abash, Mr. Atal Krtabaa 
ttai l ir Abash, Mr. 

BrtMtha, Mr. a. 

•apla. Mr. 4*f«ah Abaaira 

Marina Afl Kbaa, Kbaa Bahaiar Maatvf 

hataa, Mr. U B. 

Jaaab AM Majaaiar, MaaM 
Kbaa, Mr. Britai n iMt 
Kaaar, Mr. Atal abaaira 
KaaAa, Mr. BMriHa Mali 
IMMH, Baba Ariatart 
Mai, MM. AMNa Kaaar 
M a jaaia , Ma. Mtaapraaa 
MM, Mr. Inrar Abaaira 
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NOEI — 1M. 


AftM A#», Maalaaa Mi. 

AMal Mail, Mr. Mina 

AMal MakJn, MmM <Myna*ala|k| 

AMU Malta Malta, Kkaa Mil* Maahri Mi. 

AMal Jattar, MuM 

AMal Kaiar, Mr. (allai Lai Maak) 

AMal Karla, Mr. 

AMal Matalak MaMk, Dr. 

AMal Wakafe Kkaa. Kata Bakaiar 
AMar Raknaa, Kkaa Dakaiar A. r, M. 

AMar RaaakM Makaaai, Mr. 

AMar RaMai, Maatvi Mi. 

AMar Raal, Kkaa Bakaiar Maatvi I. (Kawrtk) 
Akiiar Rasa Ckawikari, Kkaa Rakaiar Maatvi 
AMI Fast, Mr. Mi. 

AMI Maaklai, MaaM 
AMI Haaaia Aknai, Mr. 


lapaksM, Mr. M. A. M., M.R.K. 

iatataMla Aknai, tka Maa*Ma Kkaa Bakaiar MaaM 

iaaiataiila Aknai, Kkaa Bakaiar MaaM 

K ak l r ai Ma Kkaa, Kkaa Bakaiar MaaM 

Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. «. 

tank, Mr. iaka 

Matatack, Mr. Baarga, O.B.I. 

MatsaMla Akani, Kkaa laklk MaaM (Uppaft) 

MaaM, Mr. iaaka Bakarl 

MaaiaL Ral laklk iagal Bkaaira 

MaaM. Mr. Krlakaa Praaai 

Maalraitfla AkkaM, MaaM 

Matkatl, Mr. 4. N. 

Makaaiawi AH, Kkaa Bakaiar 
NaMa AH. Mr. Mi. 

Marts*, Mr. t.. O.I.K. 

Mtalan AH MaHak, MaaM M. 


Akal Qaann, MaaM 
Akani AH Mrtika, Maatvi 
Akani Mania. Mr. 

Akani Kkaa, Mr. lyai 

AMnsMa Akani, Kkaa Bakaiar MaaM 


Baran, tka Haa'Ma Mr. Pranks* 
Balt* Kart, Min P. 1. 

BMraa, Baka Lakafcnl Ranyaa 
Bfeataa, Hr. Raalk Lai 
Bk lp paai al a , Mr. 4. w. 


0*. Ral taklfc Aaakai Okaaira 
Parkal Baa* Kkaaan, Bacan 
PaMal Qaaitr, Kkaa Bakaiar MaaM 
PsMar Raknaa, Mr. (Daaaa) 

PaMar Raknaa, Kkaa Bakaiar (MynaaMafk) 
Parfaaaa, Mr. P. P. M. 



MrtaiL Mr.-M. A. r„ o. B. 1. 
Bait*, Mr. IL Ranaa 
Mrtt Akani MM, MaaM 


Makannai Itkaaas, MaaM 
Mahanaui Unit, MaaM 
Makannai MMUaa, Kkaa Bakaiar Dr. Ipti 
Makarjaa, tka Mail* Mr. Tankaatk, M.B.K. 

MafRak, Mr. Makaaia Bak ary 
MaHUk, tka Maa'kla Mr. PaHa Miry 
Maakarrvff Haaaala, tka Haa’Ma Ravak, Kkaa Bakaiar 
Maatafiwtal Ha*aa, Mr. lyai 
Ranratlak, Mawaktai* K. 

Martnaiila, tka Haa’Ma Kkwaja Mr, K.O.I.I. 
Raarai H a, Mr. K. 

Marta*, Mr. M. R., M.R.I. 

Pali, tka Maa’kla Mr. Baraia Praaaaaa 
RajtkaMla TaraMar, MaaM 
Rataar Raknaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaafay 
l ai ara ii t a Akani, Mr. 

•alrwMta Akani, MaJI 
lutar, Raka Maikaaaiaa 
•arajal Man, Mr. 

Ikakakiiita, tka Haa’Ma Mr. Kkwaja, B.B.S. 
Mriar, Baka Utta Haaia 
Inart, Mr. 4. R. 

Haytk*Mn*ma, Mr. B. R. 

Mart, Mr. A. P. 

M avaaia a , Mr. B. A. H. 
lakravariy, tka Haa'Ma Mr. M. L 
Tkanaaa, Mr. I. M. 

WaMar, Mr. 4. R. 

WkHak aai , Mr. «. B, 

W ari a aar t k, Mr. W. L, ILL 

Zafcar Aknai Ikaai k ary, MaaM 

Sanaa, Mr. A. M. A. 

rnm Raknaa Ikak Okia Pt a ry, Mart* 


The Ayes being 65 and the Noes 104, the motion was lost. 


Adjournment. 

«« House was then adjotirned at 7-30 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 
23rd February, 1945, at tbe Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
23rd February, 1945, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalallddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 
10 Hon’ble Ministers and 180 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Stealing of wheels and tyres of motor vehicles in Calcutta. 

*46. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware of the fact that gangs of thieves are 
stealing the wheels and tyres of motor vehicles in Calcutta, after removing 
the car from the garages? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of such thefts in Calcutta, during the period from June, 
1944, to October, 1944; 

(u) how many cases have been detected; 

(iti) in how many cases the stolen property has been recovered; 

(iv) whether the Government has given necessary permits to those owners 

for the purchase of tyres and the use of their cars ; and 

(v) whether it is a fact that the owners whose tyres and ^wheels had been 

stolen have been undergoing hardship to secure permits from the 
Government to purchase tyres? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of* issuing 
immediate permits for tyres and wheels for such cases ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED AU (on behalf of the Hon’blo Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddtn) : (a) No, only in 7 out of 43 reported cases, thefts were 

committed after removing the cars from their garages. 

(b)(t) Forty-three. 

(ii) Five. 

(m) Three. 

(tv) In the case of an “essential” vehicle, a permit is issued provided 
the application for replacement of stolen tyres is supported by a satisfactory 
police report regarding the theft. 

( v ) and (c) No. 

Scarcity of qitintito in Tippora district 

*47. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that in the district of Tippera there has been 
a recrudescence of malaria outbreak in an epidemic form in many areas in the 
months of September, October and November, 1944? 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that quinine sulphate is not available 
and is not being distributed now by Government? 

(c) Is it a fact that quinocrine or mepacrine tablets are distributed now 
and that distribution is mainly done by appointment of licensed dealers? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(%) that in many unions licensed dealers have not been appointed ; 



(«) that in those areas where licensed dealers have been appointed they 
do not come forward to purchase the tablets; 

(m) that the expenses they incur in purchasing the tablets from the 

subdivisions! centre exceed the margin of profit; 

(iv) that the margin of profit is only Rs.2-8 |x>r thousand tablets; 

(v) that large number of tablets are lying undistributed in centres; and 
(vv) that this distribution has suffered greatly? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that these grievances were brought 
to the notice of the Director of Public Health by the Subdivisional Health 
Officer and a member, Bengal Legislative Assembly? 

(/) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, 
have the Government taken to remedy the grievances? 

(g) Do the Government consider the desirability of taking immediate steps 
for improving the distribution of anti-malarial drugs? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state what steps they 
propose to take? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): («) Yes. The situation, however, 
began to improve from the middle of October and the improvement was 
steadily maintained up to the middle of November except in Chandnur sub- 
division only where there was a slight increase in the incidence in the week 
ending 25th November. 

(b) No. Quinine sulphate is distributed free to all hospitals and dis- 
pensaries including District Board and Union Board dispensaries tor both 
indoor and outdoor jsitients. 

(r) { v ) and [e) Yes. 

(J) (/) Only in 25 unions vendors have not been appointed on account of 
difficulty in securing willing and reliable men. In the district as a whole, 
there are more than GOO licensed vendors. 

(n) Yes: some of the dealers do not come forward. 

(m) Yes, this is so in some rases. 

Ur) Yes. The question of increasing the murgin of jirofit is uuder 
examination in consultation with the Government of India. 

(vt) Yes, sale has suffered hut not free distribution. 

(/) The matter is under consideration of Government. 

(g) and (/<) Arrangements are being made for augmenting the channels 
of supply and among others all branch post offices will now lie selling 
mepacrine to the villagers and the services of Ciicle Officers and other touring 
officers of Government will also he now utilised for cheeking black-marketing 
and supervising distribution. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many unions in the district as a whole were provided with 
licensed dealers? 

Khali 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have nothing to add except 
to refer the honourable member to my reply (d)(i) because I do not know 
the exact number of union boards. Only 25 unions remain without licensed 
vendors. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that this represents nearly 
50 per cent, of the total of the union boards in the district? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No, it cannot be. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state on what material he suggests that the number of 25 unions does 
•not represent 50 per cent of the total? Can he give the total number? 
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Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I think no district can have 
only 50 onions as my friend suggests. At least there must be 300 onions. 
Now the number of licensed vendors is 600. We have not appointed one 
vendor to every union. In some cases two or three vendors have been 
appointed for each union. The number of licensed vendors is 600 in all now. 
So the question cannot arise that 25 unions represent 50 per cent, of the 
total number. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYA).: With reference to answer (b), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the total quantity of quinine 
sulphate distributed free to all hospitals and dispensaries which enables him 
to state that there is no scarcity in the available supply of quinine sulphate? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Distribution of quinine sul- 
phate powder from 4th April, 1944, till the 3rd November, 1944, is 957 lbs, 
quinine sulphate tablets 6$ lbs. and cinchona febrifuge 1,225 lbs. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Was that free? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Not entirely. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Your answer (5) says that quinine 
sulphate is distributed free to all hospitals and dispensaries, etc. Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was the amount supplied free? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answers ( d)(ii ) and 
(Hi) where it is admitted that the margin of profit allowed is so poor that 
local dealers do not come forward, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what arrangements have Government made to ensure the actual distri- 
bution of quinine mepacrine tablets in the affected areas where dealers may 
not find it profitable to import themselves P 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I would refer the honourable 
member to my answers (g) and (h). Arrangements have been made to 
make these tablets available througn all branch post offices. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has every village in the Tippera 
district got a post office? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if every union board has got a post office? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It may not have but then all 

branch post offices may cater to the needs of the people at large at least to 
some extent. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government consider the desirability of multiplying the number 
of distributing channels in view of the limited number of post offices existing 
in our rural areas ? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: We are in correspondence with 
the Government of India and asking them to make the margin of profit a 
bit higher and to make it more lucrative so that we may get more vendors. 

Number of attacks and deaths from malaria in dessore in 1848-44 and steps 
taken by Government to prevent it. 

•48. MT. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to* state — 

(a) the number of people that died of malaria in the district of Jessore 
in 1943-44; 
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(6) how many people suffered due to malaria during the Mid period ; 

(c) what steps the Government took to prevent it; and 

(d) how much quinine was distributed in the whole district during that 

period? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi dalaluddm Ahmad): (a) and ( b ), 

Attacks. Deaths. 

1943 ... 95,612 34,300 

1944 (up to September) ... 123,760 26,648 

(c) Two 50-bed and two 20-bed Famine Kelief Emergency Hospitals, 50 
Satellite Treatment Centres and 3 Mobile Medical Units have been working 
in the district of Jessore. 

(d) The quantity distributed during 1943-44 was — 

Quinine sulphate — 2,669 lbs. 

Cinchona febrifuge — 1,163 lbs. 

Outbreak of malaria and kala-azar in Kishoreganj subdivision and 
deaths therefrom. 

•48. Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Medical Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of deaths and the number of persons attacked from 
malaria and kala-azar in the year 1943 in police-stations Karim- 
ganj, Kishoreganj, Tarail, Hossuinpur, l’akundia, Kathiadi and 
Kuliarchar in the subdivision of Kishoreganj in Mymensingh; 
and 

(it) what steps, if any, Government took to stop malaria epidemic in 
these areas? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in some unions of Karimganj, 
Kishoreganj and Tarail police-stations more than 40 per cent, fell victims 
to these fell diseases? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of tho Hon 1 bio Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi dalaluddin Ahmad): (a)( i) Figures of attacks are not 
available. A statement showing the attendance of malaria and kala-azar 
patients in the dispensaries and hospitals of several thanas of the Kishore- 
gani subdivision during the year 1943 and another statement showing the 
total number of deaths from these diseases are placed on the Library Table. 

(it) A statement showing the total quantity of quinine and cinchona 
supplied for sale and free distribution in the Kishoreganj subdivision during 
the years 1943-44 and 1944-45 is laid on the Library Table. 

a The incidence of malaria only in Karimganj, Kishoreganj and 
police-stations during 1943 was fairly high but in the absence of 
figures of actual attacks it is not possible to say what percentage of popu- 
lation was affected. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
the House whether he is aware of any fact of black-marketing of quinine in 
Kishoreganj subdivision P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: There may be some cases of 

black-marketing but that is not the general complaint. 

Mr* CHARU CHANDRA ROY l With reference to the answer just 
given, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps do Govern- 
ment take to stop this black-marketing? 
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Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Whenever any case is brought 
to the notice of the officers concerned or of the Government every possible 
step is taken to bring that culprit to book and to stop black-marketing in 
all possible ways. 

Mr* CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state in how many cases actions have been taken and what steps have 
been taken in those particular cases? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN^AHMAD: I want notice. 

Increasing toll of malaria in Bengal. 

*60. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH 8EN: Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health Department aware — 

(a) that incidence of malarial fever is already very high; and 

(b) that it is taking an increasing toll of lives in the Bengal districts ?> 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Yes. 

(b) The recent figures indicate that compared with the last year the toll 
is higher in some of the districts and lower in the others. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the districts in which the toll of malaria is lower? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD; 1 want notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact or not that there was an over-all 
increase of malaria and deaths from malaria? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, in some districts it was 
so but noC in all. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: No, no, I do not mean that. 
1 want to know whether there was an over-all increase. I mean the total. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes. 

Sanitary condition of Chittagong Municipality. 

•51. Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether he has received any representation from the Honorary Secre- 

tary, District Bar Association, Chittagong, regarding the deplor- 
able sanitary condition of the Chittagong Municipality which 
was taken over by the Government for better administration; 
and 

(b) if so, what action has been taken on it? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’bla Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Yes. 

(6) A copy of the representation has been sent to the District Magistrate, 

Chittagong, lor disposal and the Director of Public Health has been asked 
foi a report after inspection. 

8taff and supervision of emergency hospitals. 

*52. Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health, and Local Self-Government (Medical) Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(a) tbe competent authority for the appointment and dismissal of the 
staff of .the emergenoy hospitals ; 
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(*) flie arrangement for the supervision of these hospitals; And 

( c ) the relation of the District Magistrates and Subdivision&l Officer* 
with these hospitals ? 

Kltait Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) The Deputy Surgeon-General. 
F.R.E., all inspectors of hospitals, all Civil Surgeons and Additional Civil 
Surgeons are competent authorities for the appointment ' and dismissal of 
staff of the F.R.E. hospitals, subject in the case of doctors, to the approval 
of the Surgeon-General. The Superintendents of Hospitals may appoint or 
dismiss staff, other than doctors, subject to the approval of the Civil 
Surgeon. 

(b) The hospitals are under direct charge of Medical Officers and are 
inspected and supervised by Civil Surgeons, Additional Civil Surgeons, 
Inspectors of Hospitals and the Deputy Surgoou-Ueneral, F.R.E. Arrange- 
ment has also l>eeii made for the appointment of an Advisory Committee 
consisting of local people for each F.R.E, hospital which is entitled to 
visit the hospital and to record suggestions or complaints for the information 
of the Civil Surgeon. 

(c) These hospitals are under the administrative control of the Civil 
Surgeons. The District Magistrates and the Subdivisional Officers help the 
Civil Surgeons in such matter as obtaining local credit where necessary and 
without interfering with the internal administration of the hospitals, 
endeavour to ensure that the Superintendents of Hospitals are not over- 
charged by the contractors and to assist them in obtaining supplies lowly. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who are the members of this Advisory Committee? 


Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Leading men are selected for 
the local committees. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House whether the members of the Legislature in whose consti- 
tuencies the F.R.E. hospitals stand are entitled to be .members of the 
respective committees concerned? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: They may be members; they 
are not debarred. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether a member of the Legislature can be the ex-officio member 
of the F.R.E. hospital situated in his constituency ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for ten minutes for prayer.) 
(After adjournment.) 


Aveng* annual requirement of quinine in BengM. 

•53. Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister 

in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) what has been the last five years’ average figure of malaria cases in 

Bengal; 

(b) hoW many people of Bengal suffered from malaria last year; 

( c ) of them how many died; 

(d) what is the department’s method of collecting statistics in such 

cases? 

(e) what is the average annual requirement of quinine in Bengal; 

13 
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(/) how much quinine each year during the last five years tWs Govern- 
ment indented from the Government of India P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on bohalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) 4,429,481 cases treated in 
hospitals and dispensaries on an average for the 5 years 1939-1943. 

(6) 4,754,521 in 1943. " 

( c ) 674,330 deaths from malaria in 1943. 

(d) Before 1944 vital statistics were collected by Presidents, Union 
Boards, from hatchitas of village chaukidars. Since early 1944 vital statis- 
tics are in the majority of districts collected directly from the chaukidars 
by the Thana Sanitary Inspectors who have been appointed Registrars of 
Births and Deaths for the thanas. The thana returns are in both systems 
submitted to the District Health Officer for compilation of the district 
monthly return for submission to the Director of Public Health. Figures 
of malaria cases treated in hospitals and dispensaries are submitted to Civil 
Surgeons and thence to the Surgeon -General with the Government of Bengal 
annually in the prescribed forms. 

( e ) On the basis of malaria cases occurring about 275,000 lbs. of quinine 
would be required to treat every malaria case in Bengal that attends a dis- 
pensary or hospital. 

(/) Quinine indented from Government of India during the last five years 


is shown below : — 

1939 ... Nil. 

1940 ... Nil. 

1941 ... Nil. 

1942- 43 — 

Quinine salts ... 44,951 lbs. 

(hnehona febrifuge ... IT, 283 lbs. 

Quinine substitutes ... Nil. 

1943- 44 — 

Quinine salts ... 89.150 lbs. 

Cinchona febrifuge ... 24,800 lbs. 

Quinine substitutes (tablets of atebrine) 7,395,000 


Number of (tooths due to malaria in municipal and rural Bengal. 

*54. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(а) the number of deaths due to malaria that have taken place in 

(t) municipal and (it) rural Bengal during each of the last 
six months since May, 1944; 

(б) the number of such deaths during the same period of each of the 

last three years; and 

(c) the reason why the measures taken Iktve failed to control the epi- 
demic and prevent the large mortality due to the same this year? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) and ( b ) A statement is laid on 
Ihe Library Table. ^ 

(r) The total mortality though higher compared with the previous year 
in tne earlier part of the period in question came down appreciably during 
the latter part showing that the measures initiated for control of the epi- 
demic were taking effect. The higher mortality in the earlier pari is attri- 
buted to the m&l-nutrition of the previous year the effect of which was pen- 
{dating till then. 
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M HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIt Will the Handle Minister 

be pleased to state whether the total mortality in the period in question in 
1944 Was much higher thanr the total mortality in 1942 or in 1941, that is, 
the years previous to the famine year? 

•Chan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Sir. in his reply the 
Parliamentary Secretary has said that the total mortality though higher 
compared with the previous year in the earlier part of the period in question 
came down appreciably during the latter part showing that the measures 
initiated for control of the epidemics were taking effect. My further 
question is, whether having regard to the fact that the total mortality in 
June was 40,700, in July 40,091, in August 47,824, iu September 49,707 
and in October o4,92o, will the Hon'ble Minister be prepared to state 
mortality is not on the increase since June. v If not how can Government 
claim that the measures taken by them are producing effect aud reducing 
mortality? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want time to answer this. I 

want further notice. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Prayer for increase of family allowances of certain security prisoners. 

14. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department been drawm to 
the petitions of the following security prisoners complaining about the inade- 
quacy of the allowances granted to them for the maintenance of their families, 
ind praying for the increment of the same: — 

(1) Sreejut Atindra Mohan Hoy, of Comilla; 

(2) Sreejut Jamini Mohan Pal, of Comilla; 

( 3 ) Sreejut Tridib Kumar Chowdhurv, of Murshidabad; 

(4) Dr. Sarat Kumar Sen, of Dacca; 

(5) Sreejut Makhan 1*1 Dutt, of Dacca ; 

(6) Sreejut Chiranjib Misra, of Dacca; 

(7) Sreejut Taruni Bhusan Shome, of Dacca; 

(8) Sreejut Jadunath Bhattacharji, of Comilla; 

(9) Sreejut Dhirendra Chandra Sen, of Dacca: ✓ 

(10) Sreejut Sachindra Chandra Chakravarty, of Dacca; 

(11) Sreejut Dinesh Chandra Ghatak, of Calcutta; and 

(12) Sreejut Promode Ranjan Das Gupta, of Comilla? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps have been taken to increase the amount of 
their family allowances ? a" 

( c ) Will the Qon’hle Minister be pleased to state whether in view of the 
scarcity and high prices of the essentials of life the Government are consider- 
ing the desirability of increasing the amount of the allowances granted to 
the above mentioned security prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : (a) Yes. 

(b) The allowances have been increased in all the cases. 

• (c) Does not arise. 
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Medical treatment of Srijut Admit* Dutta, a saourity prisoner. 

16. Mr. NIHAREHOU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
M inis ter in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(i) that security prisoner Srijut Adwaita Dutta is ailing and is at present 

confined in the Presidency Jail Hospital since the 22nd July, 1943, 
for about two months now ; 

(ii) that immediately after his arrest on the 26th September, 1942, he 

was admitted into the Presidency Jail Hospital and was confined 
there for treatment for two months ; 

(in) that he has had to pass almost half the term of his detention so far 
in the Jail Hospital ; 

(iv) that there is no appreciable relief or improvement of his (extremely) 

complicated ailments which are causing him excruciating suffer- 
ing; 

(v) that a petition stating his ailments and medical history was sub- 

mitted by him to the Medical Officer, Presidency Jail, on the 
21st May, 1943; 

(vi) that a petition asking for permission to consult Dr. Moti Mokherjee, 

of Bally, Howrah, a homoeopath, was addressed by him to the 
Deputy Commissioner, Special Branch, on the 12th July, 1943, 
but was rejected; 

(vii) that on the 30th July, 1943, Medical Officer, Presidency Jail, 

recommended his case to Government for sanctioning examina- 
tion by a specialist; 

(viii) that the petition asking for the transfer to the Medical College 
Hospital as an indoor patient for immediate relief was sub- 
mitted by him to the Jail Superintendent on the 30th July, 1943; 
(i.r) that a representation in writing to the same effect was made to the 
Inspector-General of Prisons, Bengal, on the 2nd August, 1943; 
and 

(drl that on the 24th August, 1943, a reminder to the above was made 
by him to the Inspector-General with also a prayer for Govern- 
ment. permission to allow him necessary facilities to consult Dr. 
Bidhan Chandra Itoy pending arrangement for specialist examina- 
tion by Government as recommended by the Medical Officer, 
Presidency Jail, on the 30th July, 1943? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government 
have arranged for-^- 

(i) his proper examination and treatment by a specialist; or 
(if) his admission for treatment as an indoor- patient into the Medical 
College Hospital; or 

(m) giving him relief and facilities for consulting his own physicians 
from outside as he offered to do P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any of the 
communications addressed by Srijut Dutta except the one mentioned in 
(a) fat) above which was rejected by Deputy Commissioner, Special Branch, 
has been replied to by Government or any of the aforementioned authorities 
addressed to? 

( d ) If the answer to w hi the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state— 

(t) who replied; 

(ii) on which dales; and 
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(m) to what effect, with reference to his requests and Medical Officer’s 

recommendations mentioned above p 

($) If the answer to ( c ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof ? 

(/) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(i) the nature of the ailments of Sri jut Dutta revealed or complained 

of in the aforementioned — 

(1) written communications, 

(2) medical recommendation, and 

(3) his medical history: and 

(it) whether Government are considering the desirability of — 

(1) releasing him on medical grounds, or 

(2) admitting him into the Medical College Hospital for proper 

treatment, and 

(3) granting him permission and necessary facilities to consult 

l)r. Bidhau Chandra Iloy inside Presidency JailP 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Yes, the prisoner was 

kept in hospital for treatment for some months since July, 1943. 

(ii) and (r) to (jr) Yes. 

(iii) My information is that he has been in Jail Hospital for about six 
months altogether. 

(iy) He was cured of his glandular affections with treatment in Jail 
Hospital. Later on in June, 1944, he was admitted in the Medical College 
Hospitals for further treatment. He was discharged from there in Sep- 
tember, 1944, and has since been receiving treatment according to the pre- 
scriptions of the Professor of Medicine. 

(b) (?) and (ii) Yes. 

( iii ) No. , 

(c) The ]>etitions were not formally replied but Government decisions on 
all the petitions were communicated to the prisoner verbally by the Jail 
Superintendent as soon as he received any reply. 

(d) and (e) Do not arise. 

(/) (?) The prisoner in his representations complained of burning sensa- 
tion in the gall bladder region, kidney region, etc., and also scarcity of 
urine. The Medical Officer at first examined and treated him in the Jail 
Hospital but as the prisoner did not get any substantial relief thereby, be 
was recommended for examination by a specialist of the Medical College 
Hospitals. This examination was made and according to the specialist's 
recommendation he was admitted as an indoor-patient of the Medical College 
Hospitals on the 12th June, lfH4. and discharged after treatment on the 
1st September, 1944. He was also examined by a Medical Board on tbe 
25tb November, 1944. 

(?V) (1) and (3) No. 

(2) He was admitted into tbe Medical College Hospitals. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will tbe Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether tbe Professor of Medicine of the Medical College 
was invited to attend that meeting of the Medical Board? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS I refer the honourable member to 
my reply yesterday. This was the question put to me yesterday, 

* Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: This is a different question. There 
was no reply to tbe question whether there was a meeting of the Board. 



m 


QUESTIONS. 


[23ed Feb., 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, there was. 

Mr. NI9HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given today 
tliat the Board refused to release him on ground of health on the face of the 
recommendation of the Professor of the Medical College under whose medical 
treatment this patient was, wihMhe Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
how the opinion of the medical officer who was in charge of the patient 
disregarded by the Board ? 

Mr. DEPUTY BREAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state the grounds on which the Board refused to release this 
prisoner on the face of the recommendation of the Professor in charge of 
Medicine under whose charge this political prisoner was? 

Khafl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was examined by the Physician 
Specialist of the Medical College Hospitals and he was sent first as an out- 
door patient but he was advised for admission as indoor patient which was 
done. Afterwards he was discharged. Now again he is going to be under 
the treatment of the Physician Specialist of the Medical College Hospitals. 
The doctor has recommended that he should again be put under his treat- 
ment and that is being given effect to. 

Grant of family allowances to Babus Aditya Kumar Bankura and Cobinda 
Kumar 8inha, seourity prisoners. 

16. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that Babus Aditya Kumar Bankura, Sabang, Midnapore, and Gobinda 
Kumar Sinha, Garbeta, Midnapore, have been detained in the 
Midnapore Central Jail as security prisoners since the date of 
their arrests on 20th October, 1942, and 14th February, 1943, 
respectively; 

(«) that Aditya Babu had an annual income of more than Rs. 1,000 from 
special agency of a Life Insurance Company and other sources 
and Gobinda Babu had an annual income of nearly Rs.700 from 
business of fuel wood ; 

(Hi) that the said prisoners are the only earning members of their 
families ; 

(tv) that Aditya Babu has old mother and wife and 5 minor daughters 
including one daughter of marriageable age, and Gobinda Babu 
has wife, 4 children and a sister with 0 children, as dependants; 

(t?) that the dwelling houses of the said prisoners were damaged during 
the last cyclone, and heavy damage was done to their agricul- 
tural income; 

(vi) that Aditva Babu applied to the Government on 18th December, 

’ 1942, followed bv reminders on 21st May, 28th September, 4fh 
November, 7th December, 1943, and to the Hon’ble Minister 
on the 17th October, 19441, followed by reminder on 23rd Novem- 
ber, 19444, and Gobinda Babu applied to the Government on 11th 
March, 1943, followed by reminders on 29th May, 5th July, 
5th August, $9th September, 25th November, 1943, and 1st 
January, 1944; and 

(w't) that Aditya Babu was informed by the Government Memo. 
No. 9484R.J., dated Calcutta, the 17th August, 1943, that his 
oiase was under consideration, and Gobinda Babu was informed 
the Government Memo. No. 4126 o.f 2Qlh April, 1943, ihat 
Lis case was being considered? 
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ifjk h the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, wiU the Hon'ble M mister 
be pleased to state whether — 

($) any further step has been taken on their petition; and 

<*i) he is considering the desirability of considering the petitions and 

V granting them suitable family allowances? 


Th# Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: («)(*> Yes, but Babu Aditya 

Eumar Bankura was released on 21st February, 1944. 

,.a \ 0 Mv information is that Aditya Babu has about 25 bighaa of 
landed nropertv and a small aamindary with an animal inoome of Ke.20. 
He had no other source of income. Uobinda Babu bad practically no woome 
of bis own before arrest. _ . 

y„. Uobinda Babu lias a brother who manages bis household affairs 
including the joint cultivation. 

(ir) No. Aditva Babu has his mother, wife and four minor children 
and Uobinda Babu has his wife and four minor children as his dependants. 


(r) T have no information. 

(ri) Yes. Several petitions were received. 


(nt) Yes. 

(b) Yes. Adit's a Babu was granted an allowance of R.s.20 per month for 
the period of his* detention. The petitions of Uobinda Babu were rejeoted 
by Government after careful consideration. 


Increment of family allowance to Babu Prafulla Chakrabarty, M.A., a detenu. 

17. Mr.DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact— 

</) that Babu Prafulla Chakrabarty, m.a., Professor, B. M. College, 
Barihul, is now a detenu detained in Barisal dail; and 

[ti) that on account of his detention he has lost the post he heldP 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state — 

{ i ) whether any allowance has been granted to him ; and 

CO if so, what is the amount? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether the allowance 
is determined in consideration of the income the person detained used to 
earn Wore his arrest and in consideration of the number of dependant* 
upon him (detenu)? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state whether the 
above matter was taken into consideration in granting the allowance to 
Babu Prafulla Chakrabarty? 

(c) Have the Government received any petition from the said Babu 
Piafulla Chakrabarty requesting the increment of his allowance P 

(/) Do the Government consider the desirability of increasing the allow- 
ance of Babu Prafulla Chakrabarty? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a)(i), (d) and (e) Yes. 

(it) I have no such information. 

(b) Yes, Rs.50 per month was originally granted with effect from the 
18th September, 1942, and this has been increased to Rs.75 per month with 
effect from the 1st April, 1944. 

(c) Yes, and in consideration of other sources of income of the family 

• as well. ^ 

(/) I do not consider any further increase justified m thi* case. 
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Relent* of Mourity prisoner Babu Krishna Copal Lthiri on grounds of health. 

IS. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the ITon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Horae (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether security prisoner Babu Krishna Oopel Lahiri of Rajshahi, 

at present detained in the Buxa Special Reserve Jail, has been 
suffering from various ailments for more than 1J years and has 
lost his weight to a ^fery great extent; 

(ii) whether the Superintendent and the Medical Officer of the Rajshahi 

Central Jail recommended his release on medical ground; 

(iii) whether his old mother and his wife also sent petitions to the 

Government praying for his release; and 

(iv) whether he is the eldest son of his mother and was the only earning 

member of his family? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action has l>een taken in the matter? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister contemplating the desirability of releasing 
him P 

(d) If the answer to ( c ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the mison thereof? 

The Hoit’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Yes. He has lost only 
7 lbs. in weight. 

(ii) He recommended release or transfer to any other jail of this security 
prisoner on medical grounds and the prisoner has been tiansf erred to Buxa 
Special Reserve Jail. 

(iii) and (iv) Yes. 

(b) to (d) The prisoner is receiving adequate treatment in the Jail and 
I do not consider his release on medical grounds necessary. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (a) (ii) 
will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state why he was not released on the 
basis of this recommendation? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* His release was not considered safe 
on security grounds. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the recommendation, 
does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to place his case before the 
Medical Board ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 may inform the honourable mem- 
ber that when he was transferred to the Buxa Special Jail, his weight was 
119 lbs. The latest report, dated the 2nd February, 1945, shows that his 
present weight is 127 lbs. That shows that he hag gained in weight. He 
is now doing well and is much better in health. 

Raduotion of grant to the Control Co-operative Anti-malaria and Public 

Health 8oaety. 

19, Mr, PATIRAM ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(t) that the Central Co-operative Anti-malaria and Public Health Society 
registered under Act 12 of the Co-operative Act has been work- 
ing for combating malaria and other preventible diseases since 
1919 in Bengal ; 

(ii) that His Excellency^Lord Lytton, the ex-Governor of Bengal, was 
very much pleased to contribute a considerable sum to the above 
Society ; 

(iii) that the Society has collected a large amount of money from the, 
public for the above purpose; 
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fid) that the Government of Bengal has reduced the grant that had been 
given before to the Society ; and 

(t>) that for want of adequate fund the Society has fallen in great " 
difficulty to continue the noble work in* this malaria-stricken 
Province? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hie Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of sanctioning 
an adequate grant-in-aid to the Society? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH end LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a)(i) and (tt) Yes. 

(Hi) Government have no information in the matter, 

(ir) Not in recent years. 

(v) Government have no information as the Society expressed inability 
to supply certain particulars asked for by the Director of Public Health in 
this connection. 

( b ) The matter is under the consideration of Government. 

Malaria epidemic in Birbhum district and steps taken by Government 
to check it. 

20. Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Public Health (Medical) Dejwrtment aware — 

(t) that incidence of malaria is very high in the district of Birbhum; and 

(ii) that the suffering people are not getting proper treatment for want 
of medical help? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

O') what steps have been taken to put a check to the spread of the 
epidemio; and 

(it) whether^ Government contemplate taking any steps for supply of free 
or cheap diet such as barley, sago, etc., to tne sufferers? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) No such general complaint has reached Government. 

( b ) O') Following are the anti-malnria drugs supplied up to the first week 
of November, 1944, to the Birbhum district : — 



Free. 

Sale. 

Quinine sulphate 

115 lbs. 

5!01bs. 

Cinchona febrifuge 

315 Ibe. 

Nil. 

Numter of mepacrine tablets 

095,000 

1,280,000 

Number of quinine ampoules 

Nil 

4,500 


Besides the above, another 15 lakhs of mepacrine tablets have been 
supplied to be held in reserve stock in the District Jail to meet emergent 
demands. 

(it) No. 

Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased .to state why restriction has been put to the supply of quinine 
now-a-days ? 

Khan Bahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Sufficient quinine is not avail- 
*ble from the Government of India, as quinine has been rationed; so we are 
trying to introduce its substitute as mepacrine tablets and other things. 
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STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answer* were given) 

Requisition of land in Tippers district 

•55. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact — 

(t) that large areas of land including areas culturable, nal lands, bhiti 
lands, hayan lands and large areas of lairds close to the Tripura 
Forest in the district of Tippera have been requisitioned under 
rule 75A of the Defence of India Rules for military purposes ; and 

(ii) that instructions were issued from the Government to the district 
authorities in the district of Tippera in the matter of determining 
compensation ? 

(b) If the answer to ( a)(ii ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to lay on the Table the copies of such instructions that were issued 
in the years 1943 and 1944? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

( i ) what was the rule of compensations per acre of land culturable, nal , 

bhiti, hayan lands that was instructed to be allowed in the year 
1943; and 

(ii) what is the rate that has been suggested iu the year 1944? 

(d) Is it a fact that rate suggested in the year 1944 is less than the rate 
suggested in the year "1943? 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the reason 
for suggesting low rate? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(?) that in areas close to the Tripura Forest in the subdivision of 
Brahmanberia lands requisitioned are high lauds where sugar- 
cane and thatching grass and fuels used to be grown ; 

(ii) the prices of these articles are higher in the year 1944 than what 
they were in the year 1943; 

(Hi) that in the determination of compensation in the year 1943 contrary 
to the instruction even the low rate of Rs.10 per acre has been 
allowed in respect of lands in the Brahmanberia subdivision close 
to the Tripura Forest ; and 

(iv) who is the determining authority in the district of Tippera? 

(g) Is it a fact that in the matter of determining compensation persons 
whose lands have been acquired are not heard and the compensation is deter- 
mined in their absence? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Mr. Tank Nath Mukorjaa): It is regretted that the information cannot be 
Supplied in the interests of security. 

Mr. SttAHEDALI: With reference to question (f)(w), vis., “who is 
the determining authority in the district of Tippera , will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whom the people of Tipjjera are to approach in 
order to get any information with regard to the requisition of land? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TANNIC NATH MUKERJEA: The District Magis- 
trate. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be* pleased to state 
whether we are to approach tho District Magistrate so far as compensation 
is concerned? 
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m TM Hon’Mt Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEAl The District Magis- 
trate in his capacity us the Collector of the District. 

Mr, BHAHEDALlf Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he is the authority to determine compensation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEAs He is the primary 

authority. Of course, in cases where matters are referred to the Govern- 
ment, they are the authority. 


Breach of Chetua embankment circuit in Ghatal and lost of _____ 

•56. Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUI* («) Is the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that the recent flood of Rup- 
narayan overloaded with waters from the river Damodar, has caused a breach 
over the embankment of Chetua circuit in the subdivision of Ghatal in the 
district of Midnapore? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 


(f) whether any measure was promptly adopted by the Government for 
the relief of the villagers who have lost their arnati crop submerged 
in flood water; and 

(a) whether the Government contemplate to help the villagers for culti- 
vation of horo crops by constructing a cross dam over the river 
Selyee at the expense of Government as a test lelief? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: {a) and (h)(i) Yes. 
(a ) \ os. 1 lie local officers took immediate action in the matter. 


Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUI* Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state tor what relief operation fund was supplied? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Funds were allotted 
for different purposes, namely, for gratuitous relief, distribution of food, 
distribution of clothes and various other purposes. If the honourable 
member wants details, I can supply them later. 


Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUI: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether it is a Government fund or a non-official fund? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 am not exuetly aware 
01 t ie details as to how a non-official fund is used, So far as Government 
funds are concerned. I can let the honourable member know all about them 
later, if he so desires. 


I BE* 1 * HARENDRA NATH DOLUIS Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
takeif *by * the Voc aT officers ^ Wn "*** re « ard " thp 

adoIfJd w™? 1 * ’ TARAK NA ™ M V KERJEA! MW measure. 
f«7ol l ji T0In tln !f t0 tlm * re P° rte(1 t0 th® local Government who had 
to sanction different allotments, and since there are no complaints received 
from any quarters, the question of enquiry does not arise. 

PrtiUon of on. BagM Chandra Da* to Dutriot Magistrate, Birbhum, for 
poouniary help. 

°\ » HA RAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: {a) I. the Hon’ble 
Minister m charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that one Bapa] I Chandra Das of village Kalipore, police-station Suri, 

district Birbhum, submitted a petition to the District Magistrate 

2 n v be rl 4 *i S ?P 1 . ember > 1M4 > ,ritl1 a forwarding note of Professor 

“•/*' tAatterjj in support of his statement, asking tor pec uniar y 

help as he was syffenng acutely from starvation; r ' 
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(ii) that his condition being serious he was admitted in the Sun F.R.E. 
Hospital, by his neighbours on the 15th October, and he died 
on the 16th October, 1944 ; and 

(Hi) that no reply from the District Magistrate has yet been received? 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of making an 
enquiry into the matter P 

The HoftWe Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; (a) (t) Yes. 

(ii) He was admitted in the F.R.E. Hospital on the 16th October, 1944, 
when he was suffering from intercurrent pneumonia and he died of heart 
failure on the 17th October, 1944. 

(iii) The District Magistrate received the application on the 5th October, 
1944, and he immediately sanctioned a sum of Its. 15 on the 6th October, 1944, 
But neither the petitioner nor any one on his behalf turned up to receive 
payment. Professor S. N. Chatterji who had forwarded the application was 
aware of the fact that a sum of Ks.15 had been sanctioned by the District 
Magistrate. 

(h) No. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: In view of the fact that a 
sum of Rs. 15 had been sanctioned, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether any information was sent to the patient to that effect? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am not sure, but 
presumably the Collector did it. 

Gratuitous relief in Tangail, Mymensingh. 

•58. Mr. GHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how much money has been spent by Government as gratuitous relief 

in the Tangail subdivision of tlie Mymensingh district; 

(b) how much of this money was spent to remove the sufferings of the 

Hindu community; 

(r) how much money has been spent on test relief work; and 

(<I) how much money on this head was received by the Hindus? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) Its.3,02,751. 

(b) and ( d ) The information is not available as relief is given to people 
in distress irrespective of the community to which they belong. 

(o) Rs. 1,05, 000. 

Relief measures amongst the aboriginals of Tangail subdivision. 

•58. Mr, AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon ’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state what relief measures 
were organised by the Subdivisional Officer, Tangail, for the distribution of 
free food amongst the aboriginals in the bill areas of Madhupur, Kalibati, 
Ghatail and Basail tbanas during the year 1943-44 P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state showing the following 
details, vis. : — « 

(i) number of free kitchen^ started during 1943-44 in those areas sepa- 

rately; and 4 

(ii) dates on which the Subdivisional Officer, Tangail, visited the differ- 

ent hill areas during 1943-44? 

(c) It it a fact that relief operation not being started in time amongst 
the aboriginals their suffering was immense and their death rate was high? 



QUESTIONS. 


196 


i945-| 


TIM HontM* Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: («) Nineteen gruel 
kite bans were run for 99 days for supplying free food amongst the aboriginals 
m those areas. 


<*)«- 

Madhupur ... 5 

Kalibati ... 5 

Ghatail ... 3 

Basail ... 6 


Total ... 19 


(fi) July, 1943 — 1st, 2nd and 5th. September, 1943 — 4th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 
12th, 21st and 22ml. October, 1943 — 11th and 12th. December, 1943 — 6th, 
14th, 15th, 16th, 17th and 31st. January, 1944 — 12th, 17th and 29th. Febru- 
ary, i944_L22nd and 21st. March, 1944 — 17th, 22nd and 24fh, 

(c) No. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us in which places in Basail, Kalibati and Madhupur, these gruel 
kitchens were situated ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Unfortunately I have 
no topographical knowledge of the place. I cannot give the exact location 
of those villages, hut if the honourable member wants the details, I can 
supply them later. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us how much of rice, bajra and dal was given to those kitchens every 
day? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The quantity supplied 
was calculated on a per capita basis; and according to the number of people 
to be relieved, rice, dal and other things were allotted to the gruel kitchens. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us bow many people were fed in those centres? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 
Distribution of quimne and mopacrine in mofussil areas. 

•80. Mr. J. N. 8MART: Will the Qon’blo Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state— 

(a) whether be is aware that the public are still experiencing consider- 

able difficulty in obtaining quinine and mepacrine in mofussil 

areas; 

(b) (i) the total quantity ot (A) quinine and (B) mepacrine distributed 

in Bengal from 1st January, 1944, to date, and 

(it) the total quantity of (A) quinine and (B) mepacrine remaining to 

be distributed for the current year; 

(c) the number and nature of the agencies, district by district, appointed 

in the Province for (A) free distribution and (B) distribution by 
. sale of— (i) quinine and (it) mepacrine ; 

(d) the average quantity of (A) quinine and (B) mepacrine distributed 

to each agent; and 

(e) the measures taken to give publicity to the sources from which 

quinine and mepacrine can be obtained by the public? 
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Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on bahaH of the Hon’blo Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) No. There might have been 

isolated cases of difficulty as is inevitable in an organisation on a large scale 
like that set up for distribution of anti-malarial drugs but this difficulty is 
not general. 

(h) (i) Quinine and cinchona — 97,655 lbs. 

Number of quinine ampoules — 286,434. 

Number of mepacrine tablets — 75,066,800. 

(u) Quinine and cinchona — 41,362 lbs. 

Number of quinine ampoules — 213,566. 

Number of mepacrine tablets — 103,950,855. 

A further supply of 102,982,345 mepacrine tablets is expected to be made 
available by the Government of India during 1944-45. 

(c) and (d) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

( e ) Wide publicity has been given by beat of drums, display of notice 
in front of selling shops, circulation through Union Board Presidents, Dis- 
trict Health Officers, Subdivisional Officers, Sanitary Inspectors, Heads of 
Educational Institutions, Circle Officers, and other executive officers, 
advertisement in local newspapers and exhibition of slides in cinema houses. 
Propaganda is also made by Publicity Officers and National War Front 
Officers. List of selling agents is also displayed in prominent places. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Sanitary Inspectors are responsible for giving 
publicity only or they are appointed as distributing agents also? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: They are only a class of 
distributing agents, 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether members of the District Board are allowed to 
distribute quinine or mepaeriire tablets? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: They may be allowed. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government’s letter contained any instruction 
to the Civil Surgeon that the memWs of the District Board, if they choose, 
can be given quinine for distribution? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Not only the members of the 
District Board, but persons who are holding less important position are also 
entitled to sell, if the Civil Surgeon or the District Officer think them to be 
suitable persons to whom quinine and anti-malarial drugs should be 
distributed. 


Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN SINHA: It is the Civil Surgeon of the 
District or the Collector of the District who appoints these agents P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: At present, the Civil Surgeon 
is the appointing authority. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister in a position to state how 
much of the 103,950,855 mepacrine tablets that were made available during 
the j^ear 1944-45 had been obtained from the Government of India? 


Khavr Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 

from the Government of India. 


The entire stock was obtained 


Emargsney hospitals 4$r the aboriginal* of Tangail subdivision. 

•SI. Mr. AMRITA LAL^MONDAL: fa) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health - and Local Self-Government (Medical) Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 


4he number of deaths due to malaria and other diseases'iKi&ongst the 
^ aboriginals in the hill areas of Madhupur, G hatafl, Jtalihati ahd 
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B&sail in the subdivision of Tangail from March, 1943, to October, 
3944; and 

(ii) whether any emergency hospitals have been started specially for 
those people in those areas by the Subdivisional Officer, Tangail P 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how many aboriginal patients were treated in the different 
emergency hospitals specially meant for them in those areas, month by 
month, from March, 1943, to October, 1944 ? 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state the reason thereof P 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’hle Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): («)(?'). No separate statistics of 
deaths of aboriginals are maintained. 


(it) No; F.R.E. hospitals have, however, been established at M&dhupur, 
Ghatail and Kalihati where all classes of people are treated. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

(c) Because the present emergency hospitals are meant for all classes of 
people of those areas including aboriginals. 


Control of Vagrancy Department. 

•62. Mr. 8. A. SALIM: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government (Civil Defence) Department 
be pleased to state — 

(1) (i) how long the Control of Vagrancy Department under .the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal has been opened; and 
(ii) since what time it has been actually functioning; and 
(2) (0 how many superior staff have up till now been appointed in the 
establishment of this department; and 
(ii) who made these api>omtinent8 P 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
of the communal ratio of all these appointments showing separately the per- 
sonnel belonging to the different grades and cadres? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) if any Vagrants’ Home has up till now been opened ; 

(ii) if bo, where and how many ; 

(in) what is the total number of vagrants detained in those Homes at 
present ; 

(ii?) what is the total amount of money spent up to date for the clothing, 
bedding and other miscellaneous articles in connection with the 
vagrants ; 

(r) whether tenders were called for the purchase of these articles; 

(rt) if so, whether the lowest tender was always accepted; 

(v ii) if not, why not ; 

(via) who made the final selection of the contractors — a committee or ft 
single person ; * 

(i>), for how many YagttritjL Homes the fiovernment made provision 
originally ; 

(x) how many vagrants were proposed to be detained there ; 

(si) whether the total number of Homes originally proposed to be opened 
by Government has been started by this time ; and 

(srii) if ho V what are the reasons thereof? 
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Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (oa bahatf of the Hofi’bi* Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi dataiuddin Ahmad): (a) (1) (i) and (n) Since 5th Ma f, 
1942, 

(2) (t) One hundred and twenty-seven. 

(it) Seven (one Controller and six Managers) were appointed by Govern- 
ment and the rest by the Controller of Vagrancy. 

(6) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(c; (i) Yes. 

(it) Four. Male Home and Leper Home at 24, Canal South Road, Female 
Home at 98, Monicktolla Main Road, and Children Home at 17/1, Canal 
Street, Calcutta. 

(Hi) Nine hundred and nine on 6th December, 1944. 

(tv) Rs. 90, 959-1 4-3 up to the 30th September, 1944. 

(v) Yes, except in cases of purchases from the Jail Department. 

(vi) Yes, except in very few cases only. 

(vii) Because of inferior quality of the samples. 

(yiii) Controller of Vagrancy, Bengal. 

(ix) Six Homes at Mahalandi. 

(j) Five thousand. 

(xi) No. 

(xii) Construction of the Homes at Mahalandi being not completed. 
Statement referred to in reply to clause (b) of starred question No. 62. 

Other 

Caste Sche* Commu- Remarks. 

Name of post. Muslim. Hindu, duled nities. 

Caste. 

1 

2 1 

2 1 


1 


2 

Now vaoant. Ori- 
ginally 1 Muslim 
and 1 Caste Hindu 
were appointed. 

6 2 .. 

1 1 

1 

24 7 1 

10 2 

50 13 2 

* — — — — * 

* 123 

4 (vacant). 


1. Controller of 
Vagrancy. 

2. Managers, Vag- 3 

rants’ Home. 

3. Assistant Manag* 3 

ers, Vagrants’ 

Home. 

4. Medical Officers, 1 

Casual Vagrants’ 

Home. 

6. Medical Officers, 

Receiving Centre. 

6. Compounders 


7. Clerks .. 7 

8. Head Warders . . 2 

9. Head Wardress. . 

10. Warders . , 33 

11. Wardresses . . 9 


58 


127 
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Dud rate m F.R.E. Heap* tala at KWwnfMj wMivWam Mw— la i mh. 

• H. MMivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and I/ocal Self-Government (Medical) Depart- 
ment aware of the fact — 

■(») that death rate in emergency hospitals is abnormally high in Kishore- 
guuj subdivision ; and 

Of) that this is due to the absolute callousness of the hospital authoiitiee 
and the staff? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state the death rate of 
patients in emergency hospitals in the subdivision of Kisboreganj since their 
establishment up to September, 1944. showing therein the beds of each 
hospital? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on bohaif of the Hon'hlo Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): («) No. The death rate cannot be 
called abnormally high considering the fact that a large number of moribund 
cases were admitted into the F.K.E. hospitals at the beginning. 

(6) A statement is laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (6) of starred question No. 63. 






Ratio of 




Total 


deaths 

Number 


Name of hospitals. 

cases 

Died. 

per cent. 

of 



treated. 


of total 

beds. 





number 






treated. 


1 . 

Kishoreganj 

2,626 

429 

16-33 

100 

2. 

Bajitpur 

625 

57 

9* 12 

50 

3. 

Hussainpur 

935 

43 

4-59 

60 

4. 

Pakundia 

291 

25 

8-59 

20 

5. 

Kuliarchar 

504 

34 

0-74 

20 

6. 

Tarail 

426 

8 

1*87 

50 

7. 

Kathiadi 

377 

81 

21-48 

20 

8. 

Karimganj 

381 

37 

9 71 

20 

9. 

Bhairah 

453 

67 

14-79 

20 


Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the percentage of moribund cases that were admitted into the 
F. R. E. hospitals ut the beginning as suggested in the question? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The percentage cannot be 

stated but the number is very high. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why the percentage of death rate even for the vear 1944-45 was very 
high ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Of course, it was high but not 
very high. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reason why even in the year 1944-45 when there was no famine 
or other special cause, the death rate was so high ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The patients who came into 
these hospitals were suffering from mal-nutrition and after-effects of 
famine. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to etate the steps taken by Government to remedy or check the death rate 
in these hospitals, particularly because the patients generally come from the 
poorer class r 
14 
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Khan S«hlb HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Every possible care is taken of 
tbe patients. •’ 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the hospital authorities do not take sufficient care of the 
patients because the former belong to a class far above that of the patients P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government have no such 
information. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Is it a fact that the nurses and other 
staff of these hospitals generally have no sympathy for the patients because 
the latter are far below the status to which the former belong? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: If any specific case is made 
out about laches on the part of any officers concerned, then certainly Govern- 
ment will take every possible step to remedy the grievance. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be oleased 
to state whether there was any complaint from myself about the Kishore- 
ganj hospitals and if so what action was taken thereon? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: There was some complaint but 
I do not actually remember what sort of complaint that is. So far as I 
remember, there was no such allegation that the nurses and other staff of 
the hospitals coming from another (Mass do not deal with the patients properly 
because they belong to tbe poorer class. 

Complaint against tho clerk in charge of the distribution of quinine at 

Mymensingh. 

*64. Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: in) Is the Hon’ble Ministei in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government (Medical) Depart- 
ment aware of the fact — 

(0 that the clerk in charge of the distribution of quinine at Mymensingh 
is an inhabitant of Chittagong; and 

(i 0 that he is a close relation of late Civil Surgeon, Mvmensimrh 
(Mr. Taluqdar) ? 

(it) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) whether any allegation ot corruption, jobbery and nepotism was 
brought against him ; and 

(it) whether any action was taken thereon ? 

(r) Is it a fact that he was apjiointed to this job in supersession of tbe 
rightful claim of many deserving and well-qualified candidates of Mymen- 
singh ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a)(i) and (h) and ( b ) (i) Yes. 

(it) Explanations were asked from the ex-Civil Surgeon Dr. Talukdar 
which were considered satisfactory by tbe Surgeon-General. 

(c) No. He was selected in an "open competition by the predecessor of 
Dr. Talukdar. 

Mauhri MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to place before the House the explanation of Dr. Talukdar on the points 
raised in (a)( t) and («)? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It is a document of a confiden- 
tial nature but I may say that the Government is satisfied with the explana- 
tion given. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the explanation says that the charges of corruption, nepotism 
and jobbery so far as the distribution of quinine was concerned were 
unfounded f 
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Khan Sthib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD 1 The allegation of corruption, 
^nepotism and jobbery was brought against the Civil Surgeon. The report 
say* that the Civil Surgeon was free from all charges. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Qon’bie Minister be pleased 
to state whether the report of corruption, nepotism and jobbery in the office 
of the Civil Surgeon was a fact or not P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It was not based on facts. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

to state whether there was any enquiry made into these allegations by any 
officer of Government or anybody else? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The Civil Surgeon was the 

officer who enquired into the matter. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon ‘hie Minister be pleased 
to state when the charge of corruption, nepotism and jobbery was against 
the Civil Surgeon himself, how ran he enquire into the matter? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The Civil Surgeon was the 
person who was entrusted with the duty of making an enquiry and sub- 
mitting a report ? 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: I want to know from the Government 
why the person against whom the charge of corruption, nepotism and 
jobbery was brought was himself entrusted with the duty of making an 
enquiry ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: This charge concerned the Civil 
Surgeon and not the oilier jMTson. The report with regard to t he conduct 
of the Civil Surgeon was found hy Government to be satisfactory. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’blc Minister be pleased 
to state why the allegation against the Civil Surgeon was not enquired into 
hy another competent person besides the Civil Surgeon himself? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: A report was called for from 
the Civil Surgeon. He submitted it through the Surgeon-General. The 
report was found to he quite satisfactory and the Government was satisfied. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government are willing to have an enquiry made by some 
competent authority or some other person, official or non-official, into the 
allegation of corruption, nepotism and jobbery against the Civil Surgeon P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government will consider the 
matter. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon/ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that no licence of quinine or other things is 
given unless Rs. 10 is given to this office? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government is not aware of 

that, but if any specific case is given Government will certainly take steps. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question time over. 

Point of Outer. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: On a point of order, Sir. Some 
observations made here last evening from both sides of the House were 
withdrawn but they appeared in the “Amrita Basar Patrika” of today. 

Mr. KIRAN 8AMKAR ROY: That is a correct report. 
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Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Correct or incorrect is not the ques- 
tion. Those things were withdrawn in the House. ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the question time is not yet 
over. That question can be raised later on. We have still ten minutes 
left for questions on account of the prayer adjournment. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: A question has been raised by Khan Baha- 
dur Mohammed Ali whether the ten minutes given for prayer should be 
included within the question time. I think the first hour is for questions 
including tne prayer time. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, excluding the prayer time. 
That has been the practice of the House and you had been following that 
practice previously also. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: All right, if that is the desire of the House, 

I have no objection. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Saourity prisoners Sri Juts 8atya Ranjan Bakshi and 8uren Sarkar. 

*85. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR: {a ) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state separately 

(i) the place where security prisoners — 

(1) Srijut Satya Ranjan Bakshi, and 

(2) Srijut Suren Sarkar, 
are lodged at present ; 

(ii) the present state of their health; 

(tit) their present weight ; 

(iv) the weight at the time (date and year) of the commencement 
of their detention ; and 

(v) the ailments, if any, they are at present suffering from? 

(b) whether auy family allowances are being paid to them? If so, how 
much ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): The Home Minister has no information regarding Babu 
Satya Ranjan Bakshi who is detained outside Bengal under the orders of the 
Central Government. 

Two persons named Babu Surendra Nath Sarkar were detained as security 
prisoners, one of whom has since been released on medical grounds. The 
other security prisoner who is now in the l>um Dum Central Jail, is suffering 
from chronic bronchitis and general debility. His weight on the 12th April, 
1942, date of arrest, was 94 lbs. His present weight is 108 lbs. He is 
getting symptomatic treatment. He has been granted a family allowance 
of Rs.60 per month. 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to state if after receiving tfce notice to the effect as to where these two 
security prisoners were lodged at present Government made any enquiry as 
to the place of detention of Srijut Satya Ranjan Bakshi? 

Kbm Bihadur MOHAMMED ALI: The whole Question was referred 
to the government of India and according to their aavice we stated that 
becaUftfc he is a prisoner under 4he orders of the Central Government, the 
Goiternment of Bengal have no'information. 

Mr. MI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. Are we to take it that the Centra] 
Government refused to furnish information about his whereabouts f 
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% Man Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIl The Central Government will 
certainly furnish information if the question is addressed to them. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: We gave a notice requiring infor- 
mation regarding the place of his detention. That was a definite notice in 
question («*)(•). f now ag k the Hon'ble Minister to let the House know 
about the place of Mr. Bakshi’s detention. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Bengal Government have no 
information. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Did the Hon'ble Minister try? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We did refer the question to the 
Central Government. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer regarding 
Babu Surendra Nath Sarkar who is now in detention, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the present age and height of this security 
prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. But I fail to 

understand what benefit will he gained by having this information. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I want to show that he is under- 
weight. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was 94 lbs at the time of his 
arrest and lie has now gained 14 lbs. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
consider the desirability of enquiring from the Government of India about 
the whereabouts of Mr. Satya Knnjnn Bnkshi? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. This Government has no respon- 
sibility regarding the detention of Mr. Bakshi. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government think it their duty to bring news about any 
person of Bengal who is arrested in Bengal and taken away from Bengal? 

(No reply.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. the Bengal Government 

is bound to answer any question relating to a resident of Bengal who also 
arrested in Bengal. It is a matter of public concern so far as Bengal is 
concerned. Therefore the question is addressed to the Bengal Government. 
If the Government of Bengal is in possession of any fact and the question 
is addressed to them, they cannot say that the question should he addressed 
to the Government of India. After all, this matter is a public concern of 
Bengal and so they are bound to answer the question if they are in posses- 
sion of the fact which would enable them to reply to the question. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 might say that this security 
prisoner was arrested under the orders of the Government of India. He was 
arrested certainly in Bengal and then sent out of Bengal under the direc- 
tion of* the Government of India. The responsibility for the arrest and 
detention of the security prisoner is entirely of the Government of India and 
this Government has no responsibility. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is not a question of res- 
ponsibility for arrest and detention. The whereabout of the prisoner is a 
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question of public concern in Bengal. This security prisoner has been remov- 
ed outside Bengal and we Bengalees are entitled to know where he is detained 
at the present moment. If the Government of India do not furnish the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal with information about the place of his detention, the 
Government of Bengal may say “we do not know anything about it”. 
But that is not a fact. The fact is, and Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali 
has admitted, that he is in possession of the information regarding the 
place of detention. 

Klnn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, I did not say that. I 
was asked whether any reference was made to the Government of India, 
and I said, we referred the whole question to the Government of India and 
they gave the reply that the Bengal Government had no responsibility in 
this matter, and that is all. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHUfM: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to refer the matter again to the Government of India and tell 
them that in the Bengal Legislative Assembly a question has been put 
enquiring about the place of his detention? It is a matter of public concern 
affecting Bengal, and the Government of Bengal can legitimately ask to 
know the place of his detention and let the Assembly know it. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the honourable member so 
desires we may again refer to the Government of India to ascertain the 
place of detention of the security prisoner. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : So we desire as a matter of 
principle. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : That nun be done. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Sri jut Satya Kanjan Bakshi is still alive? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We have no information, but he 
must be ulivc. 

Delay in delivery of a letter written by Mr. Khagendra Nath 
Das Gupta, M.L.A. 

•Be. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the letter, dated 8th January, 1944, of Mr. Khagendra Nath Das 
Gupta, M.T..A., now a security prisoner in the^Kajshahi Central Jail, addressed 
lo the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, Minister for Finance Depart- 
ment, Government of Bengal, has Iveen forwarded by the Assistant Secretary, 
Home (Jails) Department, Government of Bengal, to the Finance Depart- 
ment on the 18th July, 1944, i.e., more than six months after receipt of that 
letter by him for placing it before the Hon’ble Minister? 

( b ) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleqsed to state the reasons for this unusual delay in forwarding the 
letter to the addressee ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of tho Hon’blo Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

( b ) The delay in this case, which is deeply regretted, was due to lack 
of diligence on the part of certain office personnel. 

Mr. NISH1THA NATH -RUN DU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
fdeased to state whether or nM the object of writing the letter has been 
frustrated by the delay ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 do not know what the object was. 
I am unable to answer the question. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what step Government have taken to prevent recurrence of 
such delay and has the officer in question been punished or warned P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Steps have been taken to prevent 

recurrence of such delay and the officer concerned has been taken to task. 

Srijut HARENDRA HATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister 

be pleased to state who the officer in question is? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have said that the delay was due 
to lack of diligence on the part of certain office personnel. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether any action was taken against the man? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have just said that. 

Non-Offtoial Resolutions, 

Maulvi ABDUR RAZZAK: ft: csnft »rrt*. cuVrtt wft mrrcur wlrw 

« «-wrft tr^i urn* c^i wrfi move wsra 5tt i 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Wft *t*r*ttv rtfcpr* rule epptfc* permission fare 
p ttf% =n i 

Maulvi ABDUR RAZZAK: *m*. wtft vws tt* «... 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: nrtft wn to av»» 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly 
is of opinion that the Government of Bengal should set at liberty, without 
further delaj , all political sec urity prisoners detained in Bengal and all 
persons convicted of offences connected with political movements or 
list ur bailees. 

Sir, little did 1 think that we would have an opportunity on the first 
ion-official resolution day to place before this House and before the Govern- 
ment our demand that the flowers of Bengal that have been detained without 
[rial or with trial on flimsy grounds connected with political disturbances 
be immediately set at liberty, but, Sir, Providence did so ordain that this 
question should be the foremost question coming before the Legislature and 
jo although t here were four other resolutions that got the fortune of ballot 
before this motion, somehow or other Providence so ordained that all the four 
resolutions preceding this' one could be absolutely quashed, because, 
Providence wants, if not the Governmentof Bengal, that the Question of 
"eleasc of political prisoners in Bengal should be tackled and taken up by 
he Legislature at the earliest possible opportunity. 

Sir, we had been told that for security reasons political prisoners must be 
etained inside the prison gates. The very much well equipped Parlia- 
nentary Secretary of the Chief Minister cleverly replies always that for 
lecurity reasons they cannot disclose the reasons for their detention. We 
lemand what security reasons could there be to detain some of the best 
iouIs of India, some of the best sons of Bengal for eternal period. It is 
io w more than practically quarter of a century that we have been insistently 
lemamling on the maintenance of civil liberties in this country and it is 
nore than 12 years that we have been insistently demanding that Govern- 
nent should not exercise any extraordinary powers to detain any person 
md to deprive him of his liberty without proper trial. All our cries have 
>een so far in the wilderness, although it has been claimed that the Muslim 
league Government of Bengal has been examining the cases of political 
irisoners from time to time and a more liberal poGcy is being followed by 
be present Government compared to the past, if that is so, I demand that 
et that liberality be actually demonstrated by an immediate opening up of 
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the jail gates so far as political security prisoners and political prisoner 
convicted of offences connected with political movements or disturbance 
are concerned. 

Sir, if we refer to the situation in the international field today, sureb 
the position of the Government of Bengal is far more happy than a fev 
months past — I am not talking of a few years past — and I do hope Uha 
even apart from the ultimate moral consideration Government would oi 
considerations of the present day situation examine the possibility of releas 
ing the political security prisoners at the earliest possible opportunity. An< 
who are the political prisoners? The political prisoners of Bengal ar 
persons of the highest reputation and of the highest integrity. They an 
reputed for their love for and services to the cause of the country; they ar 
reputed for their integrity; they are loved by the people, respected by all 
Heading their list is the ex-President of the Bengal Provincial Congresi 
Committee, Babu Surendra Mohan Ghosh : heading against the list is the ex 
leader of the Congress Parliamentary Party, Srijut Sarat Chandra Bose 
heading the list again on the other side are flowers of the Congress Assembly 
Party and of the Bose Group of the Congress Party and numerous memberi 
of the Legislature, and apart from members of the Legislature there ar< 
persons of unimpeachable character and service like Srijut Satindra Natl 
Sen and a host of others. How dare a Government that call themselvei 
popular detain all these persons behind the jail gates for eternity? I coul( 
understand if for a limited period of a few days for reasons of enquiriei 
Government would like to take the liberty of a person, but how long ar< 
they going to detain all these estimable persons? 

Sir, the Government of India oft and on suggest that the detention of th< 
security prisoners is not a concern of the Government of India or of th< 
British Parliament — it is a concern entirely of the Bengal Government 
Elsewhere in the Council a few days ago the Chief Minister and the Horn* 
Minister of Bengal admitted that apart from a few persons detained undei 
orders of the Government of India either within or outside this province 
the entire responsibility for detaining the political security prisoners anc 
political convicts lies with the present Government of Bengal. If that ii 
so, that is an additional ground for their applying themselves more vigor- 
ously in releasing these prisoners without the slightest delay. 

Sir, in answer to questions in the Assembly both here as well as in res- 
ponse to question in the Central Legislature we have been often told that 
Government are watching the earliest opportunity when they could releas* 
these prisoners without any difficulty to themselves — l am not talking oi 
any danger to the community because we do not believe that there will b* 
any danger if they are released. 

Sir, there have been eases where the Governments of other provinces 
have taken recourse to this mean and ignominious tactics of keeping ir 
detention persons belonging to the Legislature for political reasons tc 
strengthen the hands of the respective Ministry and to make their life safe 

So far as Bengal is concerned, that argument also probably can b< 
ruled out, for apart from the possible danger of the Ministry getting 
sabotaged because of bankruptcy of intellect or want of honest dealing* 
there is hardly any possibility of their being forthwith outnumbered bj 
mere release of about 0 or 10 prisoners who are members of this legislature. 

Sir, I would also make a special pleading for a number of political 
prisoners who have been under detention for more than 12 and some more 
than 15 years, namely, prisoners connected with the Chittagong Armoury 
Raid case and the cases arising therefrom. 

Sir, with regard to the Cfittagong Armoury Raid prisoners, the Chief 
Minister knows very well that nearly three years ago these Armoury Raid 
prisoners, at least a large number of them, unequivocally declared them- 
selves determined to assist the community in their fight against the Ayfs 
Powers, They also expressed themselves ready to help in the maintenance 
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of civil supplies and in civil defence. Government held out certain terma-- 
% not terms for the compliance of which or in exchange of whioh they would 
purchase their release but with a view to ascertain their present views. 
Curiously enough, although most of them did declare themselves unequi- 
vocally to hold views quite consistent with the safety of the community and 
although orders were issued from Writers' Buildings to get them released on 
a particular date which was a Sunday afternoon when 1 myself was a 
prisoner in the Alipore Central Jail, all on a sudden on the day previous, 
1 . 0 ., on Saturday afternoon, over the head of the Ministry an order was sent 
to the Jail Supeiintendent not to comply with the previous order of release 
which was under the authority of the Government of the time. Sir, a 
curious thing then happened. After my release 1 took the matter up with 
the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin ami he very sympathetically gave me a hearing 
and tried to understand the situation. I was told in presence of the Chief 
Minister by the then Additional Secretary in the Home Department who was 
virtually tne power behind the throne that it was the Eastern Theatre war 
situation, the Japanese menace and their progress which led to a sudden 
change in the decision of Government. Assurances were then held out by 
the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin as well as by such officers who were present 
that as soon as the Japanese situation would improve, thev would not 
hestitate to release these prisoners who were actually given the order of 
release but detained for an indefinite period thereafter for a sudden change 
in the political situation. May 1 now ask the Hon’ble Sir Naximuddin if 
the time has now conn* to set these people to liberty and to allow them after 
a long spell of more than 12 years to enjoy the fruits of liberty and sunshine 
outside and to come and help the community in a manner which the com- 
munit\ needs so badly at the present moment? 

The second category of prisoners for which 1 also want to make a special 
pleading is that class which has been clapped in prison on an alleged ground 
of participating in or being directly or indirectly connected with movements 
or disturbances following the August resolution of the Indian National 
Congress. Sir, the political situation in India today has changed consi- 
derably since August 1942. It is well known that the actual power who is 
behind the Congress declared in no uncertain terms that 1944 is not 1942 
and the operative part of the August resolution has lapsed. So far as the 
persons who were considered dangerous at that time are concerned there- 
fore automatically there can be tio danger anticipated from them. The 
operative part having lapsed Government can make out no case to keep them 
under detention any more, because surely they as the faithful followers of 
the Congress are not going to defy the mandate and decision and direction 

? *iven by Mahatma Gandhi. Government have also realised and found that 
ollowing the instructions of Mahatmaji, many n person against whom 
Government bore some animosity and tried to trace and arrest them volun- 
tarily surrendered and courted imprisonment. That shows the change of 
outlook, change of mentality at least from the point of view of the Congress. 
Sir, it has also been fully noticed that members of the Congress Working 
Committee who w’ere kept detained under orders of the Government of India 
are being released one by one and set at liberty. What then stands in the 
way of the Government of Bengal to he a little more realistic and why don t 
they take courage in both hands to allow the flowers of Bengal to again 
bloom and blossom in the sunshine of liberty and fresh air of freedom out- 
side the jail gates? 

Sir, so far as we are aware, the total number of political security prison- 
ers and such convicted persons detained in the jails or restricted today is 
nearly. 2,500 in Bengal. Surely, the Government of Bengal has got 
sufficiently strong police machinery to keep an eye over these persons and 
their movements after they come out of the jail. If they do not have that 
machinery yet I feel that ‘the sum of Ife. 3 crores and above that Govern- 
* ment has requisitioned for the Police Grant in 1945-46 they do not deserve 
to have. 
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Sir, the country calls for help from all directions. Bengal, as I told 
the House a few days ago, lies prostrate. Bengal needs the best of brains, ** 
the best of workers, the best of persons hav^ig the feelings and the love for 
service of the poor in their minds. We want them to be amongst their 
people to take responsibility for their rehabilitation and uplift and I dare 
-say the Government will not need importation of military officers from out- 
side or of having any number of staff increased in their Civil Supplies and 
other emergency departments if they trust the chosen sons of Bengal and 
allow them to handle the problems of today, the problems of supplies, the 
problem of relief and the problem of rehabilitation. 

Sir, reports are coming of the failing health of any number of these 
political security prisoners. It is a painful thing to learn from day to day 
now many of our comrades and many of the best souls of Bengal are pining 
away slowly approaching the inevitable that all of us will some day reach. 
Sir, 3 days ago we got a report that one brilliant young man of Howrah 
who was being kept detained similarly without trial for any length of time 
has developed signs of insanity. I had also reports of any number of young 
men gradually fading away inside the prison bars suffering from various 
ailments. Some of these are detected in time and some not in time because 
some perverse medical men do not at first admit the existence of diseases 
though ultimately they have to accept the existence of diseases of that 
character when matters come to a head and probably it becomes too late to 
mend. Is it not time that even on grounds of health an examination can 
be made of the cases of those political security prisoners who, if for no other 
reason, for grounds of health could be considered safe enough to be released 
forthwith. Sir, I am not making a special pleading for releasing those who 
are sick. My demand is all pervasive and my demand is based on grounds 
of humanity, grounds of maintaining civil liberty, the very basis of 
democracy, the very basis of freedom. 


Sir. we have got reports of a very large number of security prisoners 
who do not get sufficient family allowance provided for and the meagre 
family allowances given do not enable their dependents outside to manage 
even two square meals a day. What little mercy the Government could 
now show or extend is at least to permit their bread winners to come by 
their side and try in these difficult days to earn something and maintain 
their families and keep them alive. Death and destitution, diseases and 
epidemics stalk the land and it is hardly fair that Government should keep 
the bread winners hack behind the prison walls and extend very meagre 
and niggardly family allowance and in many cases even that be denied. I 
do feel that there is not the slightest justification today, moral or political, 
for keeping any of these political prisoners behind the jail gates. 

It is a pity that members on the Ministerial Benches or members support- 
ing the Government do not realise day to day the pangs that are felt by 
persons behind the prisons. Every day, every hour, every minute of deten- 
tion tells upon one’s health, upon one’s mental ami physical capacities. We 
do not know what may happen to most of them when they are released. It 
may he that some of them would after prolonged detention he greatly 
changed men, hut we know that in one respect they are having the fire of 
their soul kindled and rekindled and gold alone will come out untarnished, 
tlint is, their desire to win freedom for India, to win independence from 
British domination. The members of the Muslim League profess in theix 
party meetings and in their annual conferences through resolutions and 
decisions their determination to stand by civil liberty and freedom of the 
people. Will not they at least in Bengal come out and make a practical 
demonstration of what they profess at such meetings? In the Punjab the 
Muslim League party has taken a lead in releasing certain categories of 
political prisoners. In the North West Frontier Province on the other 
hand, some members of the Musliki League again have tried to keep back 
a number of congressmen without trial in the fear that their release may ' 
lead to an end of their Ministry but there are Provinces where the political 
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41 1 nation is not viewed with snch alarm and more courage is shown by the 
local officials and the Ministry concerned in tackling this question with 
courage and with greater determination. Will we require yet another set 
of conferences? Will it be necessary for the old Saint of Sabarmati to 
come to Bengal to beg of Sir Nazimuddin once more as he did once to apply 
his mind to this all important question of immediate and early release of 
political security prisoners and other political prisoners? Sir, I pause and 
ask Sir Nazimuddin if he would not care to remember the assurances held 
out by him in April, 1943, when just on the eve of assumption of his present 
office he gave an unqualified declaration to the leader of the Congress Party 
that whether the Congress helped them in the formation of the Ministry' or 
not it was the unconditional offer of Sir Nazimuddin and those who’ were 
going to form the Ministry that they would see their way to facilitate an 
early release of the political prisoners and security prisoners. I do admit 
that no actual date was decided upon or held out, but surely from April, 
1943, to February, 1945, it is a pietty long period to allow 01 this promise 
to work out. 

Sir, the political prisoners of Midnapore deserve yet other special consi- 
derations. Midnapore has passed through tremendous agony. The political 
security prisoners of Midnapore and other political prisoners who on most 
flimsy grounds were clapped behind the prison bars by a set of panicky 
officials are now needed to serve the people in their travails to build up 
Midnapore and to rehabilitate Midnapore properly. Surely, it is time that 
Government should give that district a particular attention in view of the 
devastation caused there by man and nature. Sir, I would only conclude 
by making yet another appeal. The Government are now required under the 
provisions of the amended Ordinance to set up enquiries and to review 
periodically the cases of all political security prisoners. The manner in 
which such review is conducted leaves much room for doubt as to whether 
there is any genuine effort to examine the cases or not. The way in which 
answers are given, the manner in which the charges are communicated to 
the persons concerned in most general terms, just quoting the section and 
the outline of the particular relevant clause of the Defence of India Rules 
under which they are kept under detention make one feel that there is no 
charge, that Government dare not bring out any charge against the 
prisoners. It is merely stated that whereas so and so is considered to be 
involved in something of prejudicial character, whereas it is considered 
necessary by Government to detain him, order is passed and so on. There 
is no communication how and where, in what respect and in which parti- 
cular connection the person concerned lias been acting or w'as going to act 
in a prejudicial manner. Not the slightest evidence is produced, not the 

slightest ground is shown and not the slightest attempt is made to let. the 

detainees know their crime. What more can the detainees be expected to 
do than keep quiet? In circumstances like this the only honest act of 
Government would be to set them at liberty forthwith and also the least 

the Government could do in regard to such other prisoners who have been 

detained under circumstances completely different from those prevailing 
today, namely, those who took part in connection with the political 
disturbances and movements — young boys, students and good workers who 
were just drawn into the disturbances or into the excited situation of which 
there is no more any fear on the part of the Government — would be forth- 
with to release them without the slightest danger to the community, so that 
these persons may serve and help in making a better Bengal, a freer Bengal 
and might co-operate in the making or rebuilding of the province in the 
manner in which we all want the province to be rebuilt, to take their proper 
share in the administration and a proper share in the whole picture of % 
different community which ig bound to come in the near future. 

Mauhri ABDUL WAHED : irrfto *rrrt#t rom, 

to 1 fv« writ wfan st: mwt «hi cv tohr c*rt 33ft 

to wrfit fwf i 
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4$ *ffarc*r tot* fro? to, to turn* c«nt f^tlFTs vt store tow* 

toto tot’fa** w^rtTOr^nr tos? c*Ni tor c?, ftf?t w ton ot?i i F ifw t l t cfc* fro to? 
f^t osrtfc? to*t? to tow i 4 $ osti^r totor ?t« *tor to to ?£?t? toro? to 

nws CTO *«04 ^l%TO I 4 $ ?fl?W C? to to TOT^HR tT^» to'K ?$ ?$ CTO 71 
*t**K *13 to TOfSTCR TO 5 ! (laughter) tol 4«T? n TO %TOI 4?! flTTO toto! 
TOt^to ^fc"ii*H <j to cro?ff?w TOtort? i totorw sms? c? totor?, c? 

to";f?l ?3 TO TO TOOT 4 ?: T 5 I 3 CT 5 ? TO C?RTO f? 3 ]W 5 ?!*?l floN *TO 5 tF$ I 4 $ ?TO 

c* irtffaro? <ro tot? to 4 ?; tftfro* « fr/tfrs tort *?r? to^ to 

4 * 1 ? TOtto* w<zn to *f?ro i < 5 T?to to To to?t? tort? *?tor 
tototft sfcntw i to ton 4 !? to*T? ret? *?w €tct? tot c**n ?ts, f?w to, «!oti nrt? 
tot? ?C«fJ TO *tW,—TOf? *f^fC? ??? ?foj ?T*TO 4 $ *f<i*T 3 ?t?f? sr ?7 ^J? * tC ?M? ¥$ 5 ? 
<w$t?i ^ Ft*i to TOtoR, 4 ? s * cto to 4 $ *to rector?? c? cro? to c?t* tow « ?t*?i 
03 W tot? *ra to crop! c*t? S*f*t? to, ?i jit?? **51 rtrs ’tm ton ??, tsi <ton 

*?£?? I 5»0G TO TOl CTO !fTO W TO WS^ TOTO? TO TO, 4 s !* 4$ ?^?ftr?3 

wtmtro tofre * wwt c^itffi tore ?i to ^r^ci f *06 to Ff*t? *f«r? jprfsrc ^c^t? *v? 
to, 4 ?; fr'TO ?T 3 /t?Ttotto 4? 3 tor? ^tw to f?cto? i to? tojirotton yto ^toro 
4 ??$tr? Ft?tCW 3 tre ©fare? *ltorei ?*?[tt?? C*UJ 5 tf 5 ????T?cH TO *TO I *JtT$ ^CTOF^ 
4 CTO TO«fT^ <rto Top? ’Fvra I ’Tf^fflrrTOf to Sr^c^ 4 sr^ 

\»rto tov(> 'q *r%mi w*c& \ 

^Tf? TOrU Ft^, fro? TO, 3TTO ^«f| CTO Cl ' ^TTCTO 5 ? ?ZVZ%, 

a vK*!F?n:w vw ^rot* if^, toc^, ^Rn sro: toro , «ftot? 

TO to 5 ? TOc^--(?r^ ^mi H 5 c^ *j*jt tot? s^t ?i^to 

^‘4 ?ft^ft'-t CF&1 TOTR I 4?* to? m ittYmy tos 4^ TOT? 4JM- 

TOi tot flit: Ttowwro ^TORTt^r? toro ?fro«^t? toto 4 TO oTO totcto ^tctoi to?F 
?i«n pcto i ?t*TO ?tos^t tot TOf? c? 4 t to^ to to? f?, oRn tow i 

to ^tf? 4¥VH f?»jT? TO3 to? ?1 I 4? TO V^CI? TOT ?5TO? ?fir?T55f!? 9R3 TOT^ I 

tortTO tot? ^TIC?? C??5TC? ?TW 4? ?TO5tr? flTOT ?RT4. TO ?T^1 »:? s 5T^TO ^vf] | 

i *ijj ts? c?? 5 T "Rf^Far ’rsf ? 5 i"f? 'o vii? 4 ?: ?fr*n c R n? st^RT c«tttof 
W to*TJ ^M'C?‘R *lto « CWlfRT ?c ?7 TO (TO^F? I ’TTTOn 4 to TOT? 4 f? te^J? «Ttflf 
C? ?FTO 4 ? ft? 4 tfT 5 ???'? TOTS TO ?1 I 4 ?“ C? ^?T? 4 ? 5 «f% flTRF. flF$ ?7 to %TC? 
?»Tto TODC??, ?1 f?FTC?? ?TCtoPTl %?? *f? to ?Rl rc? fto fto ??? 

TO tow I ^fCR TO’RT toto? C? 1 PR ^??51 ^ to(?t? (TO? 4 FTC 5 ^ CoT -4 TOW to?t? 

^tor? ^t? ?tVi ?fsr? 5 ^ i to <to? ctoi ?to? f?cw 4 ?: ?rt«p.? 0 ^ 1 ? ton tow 41 ? 
CTOtftol?? to* CTO ^TWT to? to? TOW I 4 TO *??3 C*T? ?T?F CNflS 

fl TO TOT3 TOT ?1 l 

*t?r? 4 to to ?r? ?c??— ?t;?t? TO*fsTs »f?f? ?ft ?c?r? 4 ? ?ftn? to tot toot 

tftltt? totoc?? c? to? TOS TOt?toP' vn)nrj *y TSFW I 4?? f* ?t?^tl H^F 

^ TTMm ?t? SlB? TOT TOf?C?? C ? tJU* ?lto V*} CTO 5TP TOT ?Rl TO | f?^ 

5 tCT 5 TOT *?? 5 T ff? TOT to? fTO?t TO CTO 4 ? TOS ??COT $tto !J?OT S?H? 
TO ^F? WMh *T?f|W I to? CTOPto TO ITT? TO C?%toc?? 4?? TOOT 

cto ft*? wt? «tt?r? to f^fro fro%?? i to? to? TOT^m^tc* rjtoff% c? 

TO? TO to? OT *TO?, TOT to ?n«OT C?m* C?r?T? TOT *m 4?’ Ito CTO? 

tor ntor ?t^tot? i 

?t?4tl ?T*tlt ?TOf% TOtff, to? ?TO to C? ?TO TO*to5 ^H-?T#T ?fl?tot 4t 

ton? tot to *TOr *jTpf ?ttoi sjs?*/ to ?ot w? tr^ tot toj? wtoto i 
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fir*? rtra ficif*cn 4? tci 4 ft fitn wifti fro cf, ’tkwi cm 4 <R 

MrfwT, *t?TO ^pitTO*r 4 *i 3 l**t jiito tjVH ww 4? to to 4 t?i i*f?rtti Miro 
ifa *m tout i w$ 4 f $ff to <p t*njrt^t toi ; crotf wiro tj-im ffirff wtin urn to r 

4? T««» ftf* TO WW^l 7T TO 5 ! *ITOM *fcj WtWf TO fiwfiw, I fw% f TO ff*t 'to* 
II CTO, OtTl **W ’TTO ItfwjfwiCT 4? 1TO ffllol ifcl TTRt i TO 4? *51 fft* 5ffrl TOtV 

ftfiri TO itfwffti weir fcr cto to TO to cf1*cif*cw* i fri ®tro u tfl ^f ii jTOr 
ICTtlTTO f* tr^5 ClTOWf flT? 5?C5 fTO TO TO Itfwffw* cf Wflfl Tfitl, OR f%4TCW 
WtTO TO 7f 4Tl? Tff51-~ 

*5TOtT fttTO, fcfwtf TOR, FtTO fcHltWT TO ftfwf | 

■mro mi TOi ffas, 

^srft Ffl Tfan TOI 

tot tot? TOcpfn, fife to fro, 
cto TOtn, fftdf if* ctoti fciroi 
4 $ to? if*c*f its to to 3 tfi to tor i 

4$ tflCW Ttfa 4Tft3 fH tJTTOR TO Tlf I 0 Tfa ftcwfr ffTOt M'lfw f*T1f fCTC*f 
Cl. T5TO f!tn CfllT Y»W'fcl Tfflf W*T Mi TOfc ftCW? fclfttS TOC** I 4? It C W C Ef 

fro *t f*mt oRcs itsn to, fr wto *ro i*<fcc*t iffr?i*i toc** i ^to? cm tor 

tfTO lit fCTTfCff TO 51* CUT *5 $ **wfW5 TITO W*T SO VtTO ?t¥! fit* Tfl TOC* I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER 5. Maulvi Sahib, how do you connect the 
budget with the release of political prisoners P Come to the point. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED : TOtft* istlfe fcvtu. wtif* 4 * tot Ttprfrr tTOt $cM 
TfC5 f*Cff TfC**. fTl 3? tfWff Iff'c* Cl TOT T*fl ITfC* 4C1 102? CHifl 11 fWCl TOT faff iffTtl 
TCI 111 TO *1 I Cl? W*7 3?^fl HI ^JCTOR I tot TOi CTTOTTO TOl WtC**, TOn CW1 
Ttk5 ftfcrc tjwsrur to f.i frocn, Itii cvcro wtltroi TO* wim wit dtfiwirt fic** 

4ft ItCTO 57 TCT 1 flflTO TTW TOll CTO TOR W5\ CTOC*. Cl? wflTtl Itll 03t*t TfCfl ^tll 
fTTl TT^W 5tl TTW Cl’Sfl tjTO TfTO WIT 4? TOT TTl fTO tJCTOR TOC* 1 

TTW i\4\ TOt?-ctwtf, vtwti frtn ft?ci fro** i im ittwifroi TOft ciTOr t 
*!W fW5 TfTO WIT 80 TTwtl ?TT1 fTO Tfl TOC* I ft* TO fff» WTOTTOCIf fV fi^^R Cf ?fT1 

ci? ?m clew *jfR ilt fcmcfi TOrafcif wit so toto ?m ^toto ftcwc? fTO Tfi toc*— 

3Tf1 cwtf TTO fll IRTT? | ilf- TO'O CTOl fTCS* Cf TOtTCfttft Cl C ^l tC TO ft?11 *[*{ WCTOF] 
ft'QCl ^f* Tfl TOC* f^fO^tf T1TRT ItCWtlTWCT ?TT1 fffl 4f* lt*f5tCf TO IfT wffTO 
flffl Tfl TOC* I 4? in TO* ft;TO ItT fTTl fftfoltf TOTTIH | Ttcw? Wtff fTO 1 
$Tf1 4? Cf WffTTf S Tf51 TFTC5 CTO , TO WlfTfTO TTOR 4f WIT ^TCff 4Vftf ft^ltf Wl* 
ITTOClf TTC* WTOfff? TfC5 TOI 

TOrltf 15Tlf5 fCTOf , Tiff Wtl T flC5 FT? Cf ftffR ftll51 Vt^*5TTtlt CltTCff tff5 fV 
fTf f*Tf fTfTTf TCf TtlC** I TtST'Qfl CltTCT CWllRtf ^CI CfCTOR TO T5T1>fi CltCTf 

fi*ci C. I. D. it te cfctc**, Jf; irm ifrors, iff w^ftft 4 c*rf cwrotro itftcf 

fire**! I Tiff cwtf 1TO flC5 Itf? ft*TO Cf TfT-tfWl TtCTtll 5C1C* Cl? TfT-^Wl WTCWfTOCT 
*ni TITO WIT ftffR fflf T1 TttfR CIS?! TCf TOC*f I TO TOI, TO) WtCfl, 4? TfT-tfWI 
TtCTtlClf tfft* SCWIT f’l wffftlt CfftCT *[?1 Til T 1CW 1CW ft til CTO TfT*t[Wl 
Irl'Cf*? Tfl ! 4? Sir IT fTO cf WtCTOR HIT*, TOT *ftl Tfftf WIT f*fR filial 

CffTfTOf f^fl TCI TOt-THI TOT TCfC*l Cl?l Wtff tfftl TfC5 Ft? I 

(At this stage there was Red Light.) 

ftfTO 15t*tf% fCTOf, TOtf 4*19 If fit Off Tffi, TOTCT TOS fTf Iff f?CT TO I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER S Order, order. 

The House stands adjourned till 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-45 p.m. till 10 a.m, on Saturday, the 
24th February, 1945, at the Assembly Houae, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

Tiie Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, tl 
24th February, 1945, at 10 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 
Hon’ble Ministers and 145 members. 

Want of Quorum. 

(The attention of the Deputy Speaker being drawn by Mr. P. Baner 
that there was no quorum, a count 'was taken by Secretary, and as it we 
then found that there was actually no quorum, the House was adjourne 
for 10 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Filing and disposal of debt settlement appeal cases from March, 1943, t< 
October, 1944, in the Court ofSubdivisional Officer, Tangail. 

•67. Mr. AMRITA LAL MONDAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister ii 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many debt settlement appeal cases were filed and how man; 

of them were disposed of by the Subdivisional Officer, Tangail 
from March, 194^, to October, 1944, month by month; 

(b) how many appeal cases fixed for hearing had l>een adjourned by th 

Subdivisional Officer without any petition for adjournment by th 
parties ; 

(e) what steps Oovernment propose to take to save the public agains 
expenses on account of adjournment of cases by the Subdivisions 
Officer ; 

( d ) whether it is a fact that the Subdivisional Officer, Tangail, doei 

not attend the court regularly; and 

(e) whether it is a fact that the District Magistrate, Mymensingh, passet 

on one occasion a stricture on the Subdivisional Officer, Tangail 
for not disposing of .those cases regularly? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaji 
Sir NazimuddSn) : One hundred and eighty-two cases were filed. 

(«) One hundred and fifty-one cases were disposed of. 

(b) One hundred and fifty-seven cases were adjourned without pefitioi 
from the parties. 

(c) Government do not propose at present to take steps in the mattes 
as the officer had to spend most of his time during the said period in con- 
nection with Famine relief operations, quinine distribution and other multi- 
farious relief works. 

(d) and (e) No. ^ 

Mr. HIRXA ABDUL HAFIZ: la the Hon’ble Minister aware that many 
of the cases had been adjourned when the Subdivisional Officer was out on 
tour from the station for duty and many other cases were adjourned withopf 
petition from the parties? 
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KkM Balwkir MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in the midst of his multifarious work, it was not possible for the 
Subdivisions] Officer to try his level best to do what was humanly possible to 
dispose of those cases P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say that, but this much 
I can say that this matter relates to a period when Bengal was in the grip 
of famine and extra burden was put on the Subdivisional Officer in connection 
with famine relief operations, gruel kitchens, distribution of gratuitous 
relief, Red Cross work and other work consequent on the famine, and, 
therefore, there was some adjournment, because the Subdivisional Officer 
had to tour throughout the subdivision. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Tangail is one of the biggest subdivisions, if not the biggest, of the Pro- 
vince where it is impossible for one Subdivisional Officer to manage? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In uonual years it has been possible 
for one Subdivisional Officer to continue. But this relates to a period when 
there was famine in Bengal and a lot of work had to be put on the Subdivi- 
sional Officer which, in normal years, is not necessary. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if these arrears have been cleared up by this time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU • In view of the answer just now 
given will the Hon’ble Minister be pleused to state whether it is desirable 
to depute somebody else than the Subdivisional Officer for the speedy dis- 
posal of the cases in order to prevent harassment on the part of the litigants 
and lawyers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There has been no such complaint in 
the past. It relates onlv to a certain period when some cases had fo be 
adjourned, and I have already explained that the Subdivisional Officer had 
to remain out on tour in connection with famine relief work. 

Prohibition of Durga Puja in Sandarip Kalibari in Noakhali district. 

*68. Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that Jhtrga Puja was this year prohibited in the Sandwip Kalibari 

in Noakhali district by the local Magistrate; 

(it) that the order was served on the night previous to the day of the 
worship, when preliminary ceremonies for the worship, namely, 
BodJian had already been performed ; and 

(m) that a previous agreement existed between local Hindus and Muslims 
regarding taking out immersion processions from the Kalibari 
ground ? 

(b) If the reply to (a) (in) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(j) what were the terms of the agreement; and 

(t«) whether tbis agreement was further ratified by the District Magis- 
trate in October, 1943 , with slight modifications regarding hours 
of prayer? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(t) if the order of the Magistrate in prohibiting the worship was contrary 
to the existing agreement; 
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(ii) whether any of the Parliamentary Secretaries of the Government 
was present at Sandwip at the time the order was issued; and 9 

(in) whether the Hon'ble Minister is considering the desirability of taking 
action against the Magistrate for his violation of .the agreement? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED AL1 (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin) : ( a)(i ) Yes. The prohibitory order was passed, however, not 
by the local Magistrate but by another Magistrate deputed from Sadar to 
prevent a communal fracas. 

(ii) The order was served on the evening previous to the first day of 
worship but before the consecration of the image by way of Bodhan ceremony 
and in fact, while the painting was still in progress. 

(Hi) A previous agreement existed regarding the taking out immersion 
processions but not from the Kalibari ground. 

(b) (i) The terms of the agreement provide for three Hindu religious 
processions, viz., the Dolejatra , the Rathajatra and the Durga Puja proces- 
sions being taken every year past the local Jumma Mosque with music 
except during the specific hours of the five daily prayers of the Muslima 
and also certain additional hours on the days of Muslim festivals. 

(ii) Yes. But in addition to the slight modification regarding hours of 
prayer, another important modification was made, requiring the Hindus to 
make the image at some place to the south of the mosque as in the previous 
years and not at the Kalibari. 

(c) (i) No. 

(ii) I have no information that any Parliamentary Secretary was present. 

(Hi) Does not arise. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to let us know the text of the agreement where the Hindus agreed 
that they will not hold any Durga Puja at Kalibari? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is not possible for me to give the 
text of the agreement now. 

BJ. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that the Hindus never entered into any agreement to the effect that they 
will not hold the worship of the Goddess Durga at Kalibari? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That question is not to the point. 
The question is that there was an agreement between the two communities 
regarding the passing of processions with music and about the place where 
the image will be constructed. In the year when this dispute arose, the 
local Hindus wanted to construct it at a place where in previous years it 
was not done. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there was any prohibitory order from the Subdivi- 
sional Officer, Noakhali, prohibiting not the construction of the image, but 
prohibiting the worship of Goddess Durga? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. The whole dispute arose 
over the construction. 

8}, NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to refer to the order promulgated by the Subdivisional Officer under 
section 144, Cr. P. C., where it is stated that as such worship with music 
and beat of drums is likely to^wound the religious feeling of the local 
Muslims offering prayer at Jumma mosque close by, this order is passed, and 
so on and so forth? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the question of worship does 
not arise, if there is no construction. * 
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SJ. NAM NOR A NATH DAS CUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 

That in the order the question of worship baa been raised and not the question 
of construction? The construction was fully done and it was an order prohi- 
biting the Hindus from offering their worship? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not correct. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: W ill the Honble Minister be pleased to 
state if the prohibitory order related to the worship, as such, or to the cere- 
monies including the immersion ceremony and processions following the 
worship? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. There was no prohibition 
of worship. It was an order applying only to the construction. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Construction of what!' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Of the image. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the prohibitory order was directed to stop the construction 
or the making of an image aud whether it was expected that the puja .will 
be conducted without an image? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* There was no prohibition so far as 
the construction was concerned. It relates only to the construction of the 
image at a particular place. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Does the Hon ble Minister know 
that the order clearly states “Whereas it is made to appear to me that you 
and a number of other persons who are members of the Sarvajanin Durga 
Puja Committee and Kalibari Committee are about to meet and perform the 
worship of the Goddess Durga within the local Kalibari”. Tnat is the 
preamble of the order, and there was no mention made of prohibition of 
construction of the image. This was an order passed upon the worship of 
the Goddess Durga and not anything else. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have not got the copy of the 
order before me. But as the honourable member has himself mentioned, 
that is only a preamble of the order. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 CUPTA: Let me then read the whole 
thing and it will be clear to you. The order runs thus ‘‘Whereas it is made 
to appear to me that you and a number of other persons who are members 
of the Sarvajanin Durga Plija Committee tfnd Kalibari Committee are about 
to meet and perform the worship of the Goddess Durga within the local 
Kalibari premises at Harishpur town, police-station Sandwip, and that such 
worship with music and beating of drums is likely to wound the religious 
feeling of the local Muslims offering prayers at the Jumma mosque, and 
that such worship in the aforesaid place having no tradition in the past is 
likely to lead to disturbances and breach of public tranquillity or to riot, 
I do hereby prohibit Durga Puja being performed in the aforesaid premises 
and strictly warn and enjoin you not to take any part in such worship 
thereon.” 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That relates to a particular spot 
over which there was a dispute and which was a deviation from the past 
custom and practice and also infringement of the agreement that was 
arrived at during Mr. Bastin’s time. 

8]. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: As regards the agreement, I 
challenge the Government that there was no such agreement and Govern- 
ment can never produce such an agreement. It is a false statement made 
before the House but the order clearly states 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please put your question. 
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Ij. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: I am explaining first, Sir. 

Hr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: Explanation is not necessary. 

Dr. NAUNAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the actual terms of the agreement, if any, the existence of which is 
denied by Mr. Das Gupta in his question? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I would refer the honourable 
member to my reply (b)(i) where the main terms of the agreement are given. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in those main terms stated therein there is any alleged agreement 
or anything in that agreement covering the place or the method of worship 
at that place about which the prohibitive order is issued? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the honourable member will see, 
he will understand that indirectly there is. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: How? 

Khan Bahadur MQHAMMED ALI: The mutual agreement related to 
the passing of three religious processions which were in practice in previous 
years and this is the order when the trouble arose that there was going to 
be a departure from the usual practice and custom. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That only related to the hours. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to explain, as the agreement related to the procession, why the 
performance of the puja was prohibited? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The performance of the puja or 
worship was not prohibited. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Just now you stated that the worship 
was prohibited at a particular spot. Why? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In so far as there was going to be 
a deviation from the mutual agreement arrived at between the two communi- 
ties, there was a likelihood of the breach of peace. Therefore Govern- 
ment had to see that the agreement arrived at between the two communities 
was honoured by both the communities. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: The agreement related to the 
procession. Will the Hon’ble Minister please explain why the per- 
formance of the puja was prohibited? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The agreement related to the pro- 
cession and other performances too. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: No. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason for issuing the prohibitive order for holding up 
the puja? Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to further state what was 
the dispute about? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The dispute was with regard to the 
place where the image was to be constructed, which was situated within a 
distance of 50 yards from the mosque. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Do we take it that the Government 
policy is to prevent the Hindus to worship the Goddess in their property 
oecause of the fact that it is very near to another Muslim house or Muslim 
quarters? 
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KIWI SaMdur MOHAMMED ALIt There has been so far no such inter- 
ference as the honourable member assumes. But in this particular case 
I would refer the honourable member to my reply (6)(i). There was during 
the time of Mr. Bastin an agreement between the two communities. 

Df* MALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: It is all humbug. It has been proved 
absolutely to be nonsense. Don’t repeat the same nonsense over ana over 
again. 

Mr* DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs It is nothing but nonsense. 

Dr* NALINAKIHA SANYAL* Please be fair, straight and honest. 

Sj* NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the fact that the Hindus wanted to worship at any 
premises in which thev had not worshipped before entitles the Governxqent 
to interfere and put a Dan upon it P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The same insinuation has been made 

by Dr. Sanyal saying that it is nonsense. Pnless that is withdrawn, 1 am 
not going to answer. 

Sj* NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: It is irreligious, it is rascalism 

and it is anything of that kind. The Government which interferes with 
the religious rights of the community does not deserve any support. It 
deserves to be kicked out and nothing else. 

Mr* A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Do it if you can. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: You will see that it will be 

done in time. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: You can never do it. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Please allow me to put one question. 

81. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: He reiuses to reply to 

queM ions. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: On a point of order, Sir. Some 
members might have used some abusive or insulting language. (Dr. 
Nalinaksnyi Sanyal: No insulting language was used.) Supposing for 
argument’s sake, some member used some abusive language. What about 
others who did not take part in it? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEKER: Y ou can put your question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Parliamentary Secretary 
please state whether it is the policy of Goverment to encourage agreements 
in restriction of the right of the Hindus to perform pujas anywhere they 
like or any number of times they like? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not the Government's inten- 
tion. But if there is an agreement between the parties, certainly Govern- 
ment would like that agreement to be honoured. So far as the allegations 
that have been made are concerned, I would like to say that the report of a 
non-Muslim officer is to the effect that the Muslims are insisting on a strict 
compliance with the letter of the agreement made during Mr. nastin’s time 
while the Hindus are taking a stand which indicated that they were more 
anxiouH to vindicate their supposed right to hold all kinds of religious cere- 
monies at the Kalibari than to perform any puja or in other words they were 
actuated more by communal considerations than religious worship. 

Mf* NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who were the parties to this agreement and whether the entire Hindu 
oommunitv of the locality or, for the matter of that, the entire province, is 
bound by that agreement? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

S|i NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the Hon’bJe Minister aware 
that Mr. R. W. Bastin, District Magistrate of Noakhali, noted the agree- 
ment? The agreement was dated 19th May, 1937. The order of the District 
Magistrate, Mr. M. H. Ali, dated 27th October, 1940, did conform to that. 
He however modified the same by pointing out that the hours of prayer 
would be ascertained from the Police Gazette. This is the extract from a 
letter from Mr. R. W. Bastin, dated 2nd March, 1944. The processions are 
allowed to pass between the hours 2-30 p.m. and 4 p.m. — one from the south 
to north along the main road ceasing music within 50 yards of the mosque 
and will be by the Kutcherri road to the east of the criminal court. 
The Hindus did not take out a procession as a protest against this unwar- 
ranted order and no Hindu could agree with that rascal Magistrate who 
passed an order to that effect. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is not the proper iorm to put a ques- 
tion. Put it in a proper form. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is it a fact that what I have 
just now stated is true? 

(No answer.) 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Sir, I demand an answer from 
the Government member. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable members know very well that it 
is not the business of the Chair to compel Government members to answer 
to a question. For all practical purposes I cannot compel Government 
members to answer to it. 

8|. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Government hav$ the 
goodness or the courtesy or the good manners to state whether even after 
the Bodhan ceremouy the puja ceremonies of Hindu deities go on till the 
next day? 

(No answer.) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: On a point of order, Sir. If the 
Minister or his Parliamentary Secretary refuse to answer questions in this 
way I should like to know whether it is desirable that the House should waste 
its time in allowing members to ask questions. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: I submit that in the present circumstances 
the Chair can refuse to preside. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: But that is for the Chair to decide. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, if the Govern- 
ment side, especially the Home and Chief Minister, adopts this conduct 
towards the House insulting to the representatives of the people, I submit 
to you that this matter be referred to the Privilege Committee, and unless 
and until a decision is taken we refuse to take part in questions and we shall 
make it impossible to bring in any budget. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Questions over. 

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

Financial Business, 
lupplamsntary Estimates for 1944-45. 

The Hon’bit Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAM1: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
I beg to present before the House the supplementary statement of expendi- 
ture for the current year. The total covered bv the estimates is 
Ba. 66,73,34,400 out of wkich Rs. 33,10,200 is charged and the balance is 
Toted. (When the Hon’ble Minister was presenting the estimates there was 
noise ana table-thumping from the Opposition benches.) 
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Dr* MALIIIAKiHA iANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. M&y I invite 
your attention to the relevant section relating to supplementary statements 
of expenditure— section 81 of the Government of India Act, I presume— 
that the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, the Finance Minister, was 
seeking your permission to place before the House now the supplementary 
estimates relating to the current year. We find from a printed statement 
handed over to us that these supplementary estimates cover an amount of 
Re. 66,40,24,000. Compared to the ordinary expenditure of the province in 
the current year this amount appears to be something which can by no stretch 
of imagination be thought possible to be spent during the period from now 
on, that is, from the 24th February till the end of the current year, the 31st 
March, 1945. The language of that section 81 is that “if in respect of any 
financial year further expenditure from the revenues of the province*' 

“becomes” not became “necessary” but “becomes necessary , it is a 

positive futurity — “necessary over and above the expenditure theretofore 
authorised for that year, the Governor shall cause” — it is obligatory on the 
Governor to cause it — “to be laid before the Chamber or Chambers a supple- 
mentary statement showing the estimated amount of that expenditure”— 
not the' amount already spent but what is to be spent in future, the estimated 
amount of that expenditure which is to come and not an amount which has 
already been incurred — “and the provisions of the preceding sections shall 
have effect in relation to that statement and that expenditure as they have 
effect in relation to the annual financial statement^’ and the expenditure 
mentioned therein. From the total amount noted herein, and I would of 
course await the explanation, if any, sought to be given by the Finance 
Department, I am incliued to think that the bulk of this expenditure must 
have already been incurred and the additional expenditure is sought to be 
covered by the supplementary demand. Bet, Sir, for this class of additional 
exj>enditure there is a provision under the Act under which under section 169 
the Audit Report is to be submitted to the Public Accounts Committee and 
for such amounts as are found to be excess amounts spent during the year a 
regularising vote has surely to be taken by way of excess grants to be passed 
by a vote of the Assembly. The Public Accounts Committee will have to 
be convinced, item by item, as to the justification or otherwise of such excess 
expenditure and the House cannot be taken by surprise. There is a Public 
Accounts Committee set up by the House to go into the justification or other- 
wise ot each item of such additional expenditure if already incurred. This 
supplementary statement covered by section 81 only entitles Government to 
come to the House at an early stage when the expenditure has not been 
incurred. If the expenditure or any part of it has been incurred then it 
must come under the provision of the Audit Report and the Public Accounts 
Committee’s examination or scrutiny and the excess expenditure must be 
regularised by the House. This procedure therefore of coming to the House 
at a late stage in the year is irregular and ultra vires and cannot further be 
allowed by you, Sir. I submit further that so far as the current year is 
concerned another complication has been created due to the fact that we are 
in possession of the Budget Estimates for 1945-46 the general discussion on 
which has already been on the way. 1945-46 Budget Estimates presented to 
us include actuals of 1943-44 and the revised estimates of 1944*45. Either 
these present supplementary estimates are included in the revised estimates 
or not. If they are so included the Government cannot come to the House 
once more for having a further amount to be voted because it is already 
before the House 

The Hon’bls Mr. H. t. SUHRAWARDY: You cannot have a cut motion 
on the revised estimate. 

Dr* NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The revised is there and the rules of the 
Assembly clearly state that you cannot anticipate anv matter already in 
possession of the House bv another motion. What will happen to the Budget 
dut motions or to the debate in relation to the Budget which the House is 
already in possession of if any of the items now presented is not acceptable 
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to the House or is modified. I think therefore this is an additional ground 
for my point of order that the presentation of the supplementary estimates 
is ultra vires. Further, Sir, there is a third reason. We find that so far 
as this House is concerned ; the House has been treated with scant respect 
in regard to heavy expenditure which this House alone is entitled to vote. 
These expenses have been administratively or on executive authority planned 
out or sanctioned in the past. The Government of the day feel that at any 
time they can come to the House and take the members by the ear and as the 
Government Party members are like so many meek lambs, they can get them 
to vote for anything they bring. It may be so with regard to the Govern- 
ment Party members for they do not care what amount Government spend 
throughout the year provided their own emoluments are kept intact, but, so 
far as we are concerned, we cannot allow such encroachment on the 
privileges of this House which alone is competent to vote demands when in 
fact these expenses have been incurred and tney have been already irregular. 
An irregular and illegal act cannot be sought to be regularised by this kind 
of post-mortem presentation of budget estimates which are no longer estimates 
but which relate to amounts already spent. 

On these three grounds, I submit, Sir, that the present supplementary 
demand of expenditure is ultra vires and should be ruled out by you. 

Ml. DEPUTY SPEAKER: So far as I remember, Dr. Sanyal, you 
raised a similar point of order last year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: But no ruling was given — you promised 
to give a ruling. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Or Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri raised a 
similar point of order. So far as I remember, you are correct that I did 
not give any decision. I left it to the Speaker to give his decision but I 
allowed the Hon’ble Finance Minister to present the estimates. Later on, 
so far as I remember, I gave my personal opinion regarding that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No ruling was given. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No ruling was given. Similarly, on this 
occasion 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: We have been having the same thing 
repeated every year, Sir. Why should you not have the courage to give us a 
ruling f 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER; One thiug strikes me very much. Assuming 
that your argument is correct but you can do so by refusing these things by 
vote. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: We cannot — this is a point of order — 
because the vote will be^by the method of taking members by the ear. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Anyway, Dr. Sanyal, as I did on the last 
occasion, I allow the Hon’ble Minister to present the estimates. You can 
ask Mr. Speaker to give his ruling on this matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Then the mischief will be completed. 

Tit* Hon’blt Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI : May I explain? Last 
February when I presented the budget for 1944-45, I clearly indicated that 
Bengal had been placed in a situation in which a large rehabilitation pro* 
gramme would have to be undertaken. We could not estimate the amounts 
that would be spent. In fact 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is this amount spent already or not? 

Tht Haa'M* Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: A part of it mutt 
have been spent. 



GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 


sn 


1945.) 

Oft NALINAKSHA SANYAL: A substantial part of it. 

Tfet Hon’Wt Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: It is impossible for 

me to say how much has already been spent. May I proceed with my 
explanation ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Can you give us an analysis of what 
part has been spent and what has not been? 

The Hon’bls Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: That is an impos- 
sibility. Year after year the supplementary budget is placed before the 
House about this time of the year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Not to this extent. 

Tha Hon’Wt Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: As regards the 

extent of the expenditure, honourable members will bear in mind the extra- 
ordinary situation in which we have been placed. Otherwise, the supple- 
mentary estimates would never reach anything like this colossal figure. It 
was clearly indicated about this time last year that large financial outlay 
would have to be made for the purpose of rehabilitation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: A separate session ought to have beep 
called for it. Is Publicity expenditure an emergency expenditure for 
rehabilitation? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let him explain 

Tha Hon’bls Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, I explored the 

possibilities of presenting the supplementary budget in the November- 
December session, but I found it impossible to present the estimates before 
the House at that time. It was an impossibility. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: A sad admission of incompetence! 

The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Not at all, Sir, it 
was in the nature of things an impossibility. After all, the only alternative 
course that might have been adopted was to ask for block grant. That, Sir, 
would have been more unfair to the House, because here, at any rate, you 
have proper estimates, otherwise, as vou have in other Legislatures a system 
)f block grants for emergency expenditure, that shuts out a discussion of the 
rarious items and I think it is fairer to the House that proper estimates 
ihould be presented before the House. It is true some of the amounts have 
t)een spent, but it was impossible to present proper estimates to this House 
>efore this time. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Get the Act amended if that is so. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI : I do not think section 
11 of the Government of India Act stands in our way at all. May I, Sir, 
iroceed with ray statement? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of privilege, Sir. I have not 
fot the answer to the point of privilege I raised just now. As the Govern- 
nent Party, specially the Chief Minister of Bengal, dishonoured and showed 
lisrespect to the representatives of the people, I submit that this matter be 
wferred to the Privileges Committee to decide whether the House has the 
ight to get answers from the Government. I have not got answer to this. 

Ilr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Roy, you know very well that the 
Lasembly Procedure Rules give you sufficient protection against any grievance 
hat you have. I could have given you this privilege if you asked my 
remission to move an adjournment motion if Government refused to answer 
Ay question. I could have considered that. You could have brought a 
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no-confidence motion against the whole Ministry, I could have considered 
that motion. Anyway, as you suggest that this matter should be referred" 
to the Privileges Committee, let me consider the whole thing. Let me see 
the proceedings and I will give my answer next day when I will be here. 

Thi Hon’blt Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, as I was 

saying 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, are you permitting the Hon’ble 
Minister to go on ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mav I at this stage submit that in view 
of the very large number of grants covered by the proposed motion for 
supplementary estimates, the House do consider tale necessity of either 
extending the day’s session so that sufficient and reasonable time may be 
allowed to the Opposition to debate on these grants or the Government be 
pleased to allot at least 7 days’ time for moving votes and cut motions on 
these demands. It is not possible to vote or examine Us. 65,40,00,000 cover- 
ing 38 grants in the course of one day, as is proposed to be done. This is 
entirely in your hands, Sir. Even without disturbing the Government 
programme, you can demand that there should be whole-night sittings. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Can I give you my suggestion? You know 
very well how things are arranged. You consult with the Chief Whip of 
the Government and then you come to me and I will listen to both. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Let us have whole-night sittings. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In the meantime, you can consult with the 
Chief Whip of the Government and other whips and find out some via media 
to the suggestion. In the meantime, let the Hon’ble Minister proceed. 

Tht Hon’blft Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, as I was saying, a 
demand of close upon Rs. 49 crores included in these estimates relates to trans- 
actions outside the revenue account and is due to larger outlay on procurement 
and allied operations booked under the Capital head “85 — A”. In the Budget 
for the current year it was assumed that sale proceeds of foodgrains and 
other commodities would exceed the outlay on fresh procurement by 17 crores. 
According to current plans, however, outlay on procurement operations is 
expected to be some 29 crores higher than the receipts from the sale proceeds 
of stocks. This means an excess of 46 crores over the original estimates. 
The remainder of the demand under “85 — A“ is due to an extensive pro- 
gramme of boat construction which has been undertaken with a view to 
facilitate movement of supplies. 

Among the items included in the Revenue Section of the Supplementary 
Estimates, by far the largest, amounting to close upon 10 crores, occurs under 
the head “bJl — Extraordinary charges”. About 84 crores out of this is due 
to a higher estimate of loss on the sale of subsidised food. Against the 
original budget provision of 5 crores for this item, the revised estimate standa 
at 13^ crores. This, however, includes 5 crores 89 lakhs on account of loss 
incurred in 1943-44 but not adjusted in the accounts of that year. There 
are three other factors responsible for the increased demand under ”68^- 
Extraordinary charges”, namely, (1). reorganisation of the Departmenfcuf 
Civil Supplies, (2) acquisition and maintenance of a fleet of transport lorrifl, 
and (3) expansion of the organisation under the Controller of Rationing./ 

The estimate of additional expenditure under “54 — Famine” standi at 
about a crore and 70 lakhs. The increase is due partly to the fact that spMal 
measures for the medical relief of sick destitutes had to be continued through- 
out the year instead of for six months as originally anticioated; and pirtlgr 
to various additional measures of gratuitous relief for which no provision 
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had been included in the Budget. These comprise such items as the opening 
of cheap grain shops in distressed areas and free distribution of cloth and. 
blankets to indigent persons. 

Under “Public Health ” the total supplementary demand comes up to a 
crore and 16 lakhs. Out of this, 73 lakhs is accounted for by the purchase 
of mepacrine tablets for free distribution and for sale to the public. The 
balance is due to continuance throughout the year of the various measures for 
combating epidemics of malaria, small-pox and cholera. 

The supplementary estimate under “40— Agriculture” stands at very 
nearly a crore. About half of this is due to additional schemes of seed dis- 
tribution under the “Grow More Food Campaign”; 23 lakhs is accounted for 
by the scheme for the compilation of crop-statistics by a plot to plot survey 
which was taken up after the budget had been passed. Other items respon* 
sible for the increase include the entertainment of experts on poultry 
breeding, dairy farming and animal nutrition schemes and the expansion of 
the Department of Agricultural Development. 

An extra demand for 60 lakhs under “37 — Education ' is necessitated 
mainly by a post-budget decision to grant dearness allowance to teachers in 
non -Government Primary and Secondary Schools, including Madrasahs, who 
have been hard hit by the high cost of living. 

Under “43 — Industries’ 1 , the supplementary estimate is of the order of 
41 lakhs. This is required for giving effect to a scheme of relief to small 
artisans and craftsmen by the distribution of raw materials, tools and 
implements on suitable terms. 

A large part of the additional demand of 37 A lakhs under “25 General 
Administration” is due to enhancement of rates of dearness allowance with 
effect from 1st July, 1944; but there are other contributory items Buch as the 
reorganisation of the Publicity Department (5 lakhs), the re-excavation of 
derelict irrigation tanks under the Rehabilitation Scheme (6$ lakhs) and 
enhancement of the emoluments of the members of the Legislature (2$ lakhs). 


Under “29— Police” the bulk of the supplementary demand of 28 j lakha 
is due to enhancement of rates of dearness allowance, while new construction 
of buildings and roads accounts for the major part of the increase of 24} lakhs 
under “50 — Civil Works”. 


I need not trouble honourable members with a recital of the reasons for 
the demands under the remaining heads which are comparatively small. I 
may remind them that in my budget speech, a few days ago, I explained all 
the circumstances necessitating this great increase in expenditure. 


The reasons for all the demands presented to the House have been set out 
in the Explanatory Memorandum and will be gone into more fully by the 
Minister concerned as each demand is moved. 


Or. NALINAK8HA 8AMYAL: May I submit one thing before you 
adjourn, Sir P We have just had a suggestion from the Chief Whip of 
Government and on consultation with the Opposition this side we are agree- 
able to the suggestion that the general discussion of the supplementary 
demands may be taken up on the 1st March instead of on the 6th March as 
3 %ow notified, and 6th, 7th and 8th March may thus be reserved for voting 
*on supplementary demands for grants. (Mr. Fazlur Hawaiian ; Provided 
the Assembly finishes the Embankment Bill on the 28th February.) It will 
$ done; we do not feel much difficulty that way, although we do not give 
gty undertaking or promise, provided Government do not propose to bring 
in any other business than the Embankment Bill on the 28th February. In 
mat case, on the 28th February, we will have one small Bill only and it i* 
hoped that it will be finished that day. 
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Mr. FAILIIR RAHMAN: I take it that on the 28th February we will 
hare the Embankment Bill. On the let March we will hare business remain- 
ing from 28th February and the second item, general discussion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That is ail right. 

Adjournment. 

__ 2°use w as then adjourned at 10-58 a.m. till 4 p.m. on Tuesday, the 
■27th February, 1945, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act* 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
27th February, 1945, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (Mr. Sted Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 13 Hon’ble Ministers 
and 173 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Grant of family allowances to soma soourity prisoners. 

•». Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNOU*. (a) Will the Qon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether any 
family allowance has been granted to the following security prisoners : — 

(i) Sj. Anil Kumar Roy, m.a., b.l. 

(it) Sj. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, ex-M.L.c. (Midnapore Jail); 

(iit) Sj. Nripati Bhusan Chatterji (Midnapore Jail); 

(ir) Sj. Kulada Chakravarty (Midnapore Jail); 

(v) Sj. Biswa Nath Mukherji (Presidency Jail) ; 

(vt) Sj. Makhan Lai Sen (Presidency Jail); 

(ini) Sj. Amar Gopal Nandi, m.a. (Presidency Jail); 

(viit) Sj. Nirmal Kumar Roy, m.a. (Dum Dum Central Jail); 

(w) Sj. Sukumar Chakravarty (Rajshahi Jail); 

(x) Sj. Fpendra Nath Choudhury (Dum Dum Central Jail); 

(xi) Sj. Radha Gobinda Sarkar (Presidency Jail); 

(xii) Sj. Debendra Nath Guha (Presidency Jail); 

(xiii) Sj. Manmatha Chakravartty (Rajshahi Jail); 

(xiv) Sj. Kshemesh Ranjan Chatterji, m.sc., b.l. (Rajshahi Jail); 

(xv) Sj. Safish Chandra Biswas (Presidency Jail); 

(.rri) Sj. Gouranga Das (Faridpur Jail); 

(xvii) Sj. Bhupendia Bhattacharjya (Faridpur Jail); and 
(friti) Sj. Hemanta Kumar Bose (Dum Dum Central Jail)? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
leased to state the amounts granted to each of them? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
(leased to state the reason thereof ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) when each of the abovenamed prisoners were detained; 

. (it) when did they apply for family allowance; 
tin) whether any enquiry was made in respect of their allowance; 

(iv) if so, with what result; 

(r) the number of the dependants to each of the abovenamed security 
prisoners; and 

(ri) whether any attempt was made to ascertain their — 

(1) income while they were at large, 

(2) debt if any incurred bv their families after their detention, 
and 

(3) the amount that may be necessary for the maintenance of 
their family? 
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Khift Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on Mialf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir , 
Ntzimuddm): (a) Yes, excepting the security prisoners mentioned in 
(m), (iv), (v), (x), (m), (xiii), (xiv), and (xv). 

(b), ( c )> (d) W (w) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(it) and (v) The information asked for is not readily available and its 
compilation would involve an amount of time and labour that would not be 
justifiable in war time. 

(ivi) and ( vi ) Yes. 

, Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the income that Babu Anil Kumar Roy, m.a., b.l., was 
earning before his arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. He has been granted 
a family allowance. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given to 
question ( d)(vi ) that attempt was made to ascertain their income while they 
were at large and about the debt, if any, and the amount required for the 
maintenance of their family, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what was the income of Sj. Anil Kumar Roy, Sj. Pmmatha Nath Banerjee, 
Sj. Nripati Bhusan Chatterji and all others named in the question (n)(i) 
to (xvivi) ? 

Khflll Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That information is not with me 
here and now. So I am unable to answer this question unless notice is 
given. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the amount of time and labour that will be necessary for 
compiling the information? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: What is the Government’s opinion? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 cannot give any opinion offhand. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any allowance has been granted to Sj. Pramatha Nath Banerjee? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. There has been no 
financial loss to the family and as such no family allowance has been granted 
to this security prisoner, but his case is being re-examined. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the allowance that has been granted to Sj. Anil Kumar Roy, 
Sj. Nripati Bhusan Chatterji, Sj. Makhan Lai Sen, Sj. Araar Gopal Nandi, 
Si*. Nirmal Kumar Roy, Sj. Sukumar Chakra varty and Sj. Bhupendra 
Bhattacharyya ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Anil Kumar Roy has been granted 
a family allowance of Rs. 20 per month; Nripati Bhusan Chatterji had been 
granted a family allowance of Rs. 15 per month which has been enhanced 
to Rs. 30; Biswa Nath Mukherji — he is a bachelor and his father is self- 
supporting, so he has not been granted any allowance ; Makhan Lai Sen has 
been granted an allowance of Rs. 60 per month ; Amar Gopal Nandi has been 
granted an allowance of Rs. 30 per month; Nirmal Kumar Roy was granted 
Rs. 10 per month which was ’first raised to Rs. 20 and now has been raised 
to Rs. 30 per month; Sukumar Chakravarty has been granted an allowance 
of Rs. 15 per month: the question of enhancement of his allowance is under 
consideration; Upendra Nath Chaudhuri has been granted no allowance as 
he is unmarried and the family has got landed property; Rad ha Gobinda 
Sarkar has no wife or children to maintain and he has three earning brother** 
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Mr, NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’bk Minister be pleased 
> to state the number of dependents of Sj. Anil Kumar Roy, Sj. Nripati 
Bhusan Chatterji, Sj. Makhan Lul Sen, Sj. Amar Gopal Nandi, Si. Nirmal 
Kumar Roy, Sj. Sukumar Chakravarty and Sj. Bhupendm Bhattacharyya? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are putting too many questions together. Please 
put one after another. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state the number of dependent* of S j . Anil Kumar Iloy, M.A., n.L., to 
maintain ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: What is the number of dependents 
of Sj. Nripati Bhusan Chatterji? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the allowance of 11*. 15 was granted to Sj. Nripati Bhusan 
Chatterji and when it was enhanced to Rs. HOP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be possible for the Hon’ble 
Mini*ter to state whether the allowance was granted from the date of his 
arrest ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That also, I am afraid, I am unable 
to state. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From the answers just given by the 
Hon’ble Minister do we understand him to say that an unmarried man can 
have no dependents? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : That is again a matter of opinion. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNOU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Sj. Parimal Kumar Roy, m. a., brother of Sj. Nirmal Kumar Roy, is also in 
detention and that they have to maintain their old father, two minor 
brothers and one sister? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have no information at present 
with me about the brother of Nirmal Kumar Roy. This prisoner was granted 
an allowance of Rs. 10 which was Erst enhanced to Rs. 20 and then it has 
been enhanced to Rs. 30 per month. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the information that has 
been furnished to him, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state how it is 
possible to maintain five dependents with Rs. 30? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state the number of dependents of Sj. Gouranga Das who is in Faridpur 
Jail and has been granted an allowance of Rs. 15 onlyP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : I want notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Sj. Bhupendm Bhattacharjya who was lodged in the 
Faridpur Jail was the sole earning member and his family depended solely 
on Mis earning and he has been granted only Rs. 10 per month? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMIO ALI: I am afraid, to the first part I will 
have to ask for notice, but the honourable member is not correct when he 
,says that the prisoner was granted Rs. 10. He was originally granted 
Rs. 10 but it has since then been raised to Rs. 20 per month. 
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Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNOU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the basis on which this Rs. 10 was granted first which was enhanced 
to Rs. 20 afterwards P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot state the basis on which 
it was first granted but according to the liberal policy adopted by this 
Ministry after they came into office — in pursuance of the policy which was 
announced by Government — the allowance was doubled, that is to say, raised 
by 100 per cent. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when Government expect to decide the question of granting 
allowances to Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Hemanta Kumar Bose and Kshemesh 
Ranjan Chatterji, m.sc., b.l. P 

Khali Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So far as Pramatha Nath Banerjee 
is concerned, a report is being awaited from the District Magistrate and tfie 
question will be re-examined after the report has been received. The case 
of Hemanta Kumar Bose is also undeT consideration and no allowance has 
been granted to him as he has no wife or child to maintain. So, his case was 
rejected, but on a fresh petition being received, his case is being re-examined. 

Mr; ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: In view of the answer just now given, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how he said that there was no 
financial loss to Pramatha Nath Banerjee by his detention P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Because he was not contributing 
anything towards the maintenance of the family before his arrest. 

Mr. IIWAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how was it ascertained that he did not earn anything before his 
detention P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That transpired as a result of 
enquiries oonducted by Government. 

Mr. IIWAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he had to maintain his wife and three or four young children 
by his own inoome before his detention ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government’s information was 
otherwise, but no fresh materials being submitted to Government, Govern- 
ment have asked the District Magistrate to report again and that report is 
being awaited. 

Mr. IIWAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he thinks it desirable to oonsider the case and revise the position P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated that fresh 
enquiries have been set afoot and Government are awaiting the result of the 
enquiries. 

Mr. NIIHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when do Government expect to complete this investigation and 
actually grant them allowance P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is more than what I can say 
when it will be completed but the matter will be expedited. 

Mr. NIIHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the hardship caused to 
their families, do Government think It desirable to expedite the enquiry and 
grant any allowance if they so choose? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated that Govern-, 
ment will expedite the matter. 
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Cunt of ad t qu a to family aHowanoa to oartain saourity 

• 70 . Mr. SIBNATH BANIRJIEi (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
either no family allowance or very inadequate family allowance has been 
given to the following security prisoners, vi*. — 

(») Mr. Rajendra Nath Roy, security prisoner, Presidency Jail, depen- 
dents 12, father old and invalid, no other earning member in his 
family ; before arrest was working in the Inspectorate of Scientific 
Stares, 5, Council House Street, Calcutta, and earning over 
Rs. 150 per month ; 

( ii ) Mr. Sadhan Roy, security prisoner, Presidency Jail, dependent old 
father, grand-mother ana mother, mother's eyes need operation 
immediately but cannot be arranged for want of means, pro- 
perty mortgaged ; 

(tit) Mr. Arun Roy, security prisoner, Presidency Jail, dependents 6, 
father ill, two unmarried sisters and younger brother, their educa- 
tion seriously hampered ; 

(it?) Mr. Anil Majumdar, security prisoner, Presidency Jail, father was 
a railway contractor, died recently, dependents 4; 

(v) Mr. Rohini Chakravarty, security prisoner, Presidency Jail, depen- 
dents 6, used to earn over Its. 50 per month ; 

(vt) Mr. Satyendra Chakravarty, security prisoner, Presidency Jail (for- 
merly Dacca Jail), dependents 6, no earning member in the 
family ; 

(rn) Mr. Mukunda llhanja, security prisoner, Dacca Jail, allowance of 
Rs.20 granted which is inadequate to support 6 dependents; and 

(n») Mr. Krishna Chandra Chatterjee, security prisoner, Presidency Jail, 
inadequate allowance? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of reviewing 
their cases and stating the result thereof in the Assembly? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Security prisoners 11a bu Rajendra Nath Roy, 
Sadhan Roy and Satyendra Chakravarty, mentioned in items (f), (ii) and 
(vt) respectively were not granted any family allowance. 

Security prisoners Babu Arun Roy, Mukunda Bh&nja and Krishna 
Chandra Chatteriee mentioned in items (m), (vii) and (viti) have been 
granted family allowance of Rs.30, Rs.20 and Rs.16, respectively. 

Security prisoner Babu Rohini Chakravarty is now detained under order* 
of the Government of India under Ordinance IV of 1944. 

There is no security prisoner of the name of Babu Anil Majumdar. 

(b) No. 

Mr. NISHITNA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the number of dependents that Mr. Krishna Chandra Chatterjee has 
to maintain? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED AUf This prisoner, before his arrest, was 
earning some amount which could not be ascertained exactly* from private 
tuition out of which he used to help the family financially with about Rs. 10 
per month. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: I want the number of dependants 
and on what basis you have granted Rs. 15. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid I am unable to answer 
that question without notice. 
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Mr. NI9HITHA NATH KUNOU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether these Bs. 30, Bs. 20 and Bs. 15 granted to Arun Boy, 
Mukunda Bhanja and Krishna Chandra Chatterjee respectively were granted 
from the date of their arrest ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it a fact that some of the political 
prisoners have been granted maintenance from the date of their arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I can answer with regard to the 
first prisoner. Arun Boy was granted family allowance with effect from the 
date of his arrest which was 16th February, 1943. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. Is it a fact that some of the security 
prisoners have been granted allowance from the date of arrest and others 
have not been granted from the date of arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, that is correct. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reasons thereof P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That depended upon the merit of 
each case. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: When they were granted allowance 
for detention and for loss of income due to detention, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for making discrimination between 
security prisoners and security prisoners who lost their income for the reason 
of their detention ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government’s policy in this oonnec- 
tion has been announced several times and has been explained on the floor of 
the House. So far as Arun Boy is concerned, I might explain that this 
security prisoner’s allowance was granted to his father purely on compas- 
sionate grounds because his family consisted of 5 members and its monthly 
income was about Bs. 30 per month. Though the prisoner was not an 
earning member of the family before his arrest, an allowance of Bs. 30 per 
month was granted to his father with effect from the date of his arrest 
purely on compassionate grounds. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister think it 
desirable to revise all the oases in which allowance has not been granted 
from the date of arrest of the particular prisoner oonoerned and grant 
allowance in their oases from the date of their arrest? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is too big a question. It does not, strictly 
•peaking, arise out of it. If he pleases to answer, he can do so. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, no such hard and fast 
principle can be accepted by Government and the Government policy has 
been explained to the House several times and I might draw the attention 
of the honourable member that the case of Arun Boy is an instance in view. 
This prisoner, though he was not an earning member, was granted the full 
amount which was necessary to maintain the family on compassionate 
grounds and though there has been no financial loss to the family by the 
arrest and detention of the prisoner, yet because the family was suffering 
and was in hardship, Government came to the help of the family. 

DiatrffMftioii of text)!* goods m Caloutta and imifasoil anno. 

•71. Mr. ATUL OHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Suppliee Department be pleased to state— 

(a) the quantities in bales of different classes of textiles brought under 
the disposal of Provincial Textile Controller during September 
and October, 1944; 
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(b) ^ qiantity of each category of such textile distributed ud to date 
respectively m the City of Calcutta and for eachofth^subdfvi! 
y a , , 810 ^ 8 of different districts of Bengal out of the above stock • 

the twTof P di8trPbuTfn d “ arr f ng ‘ ng th ?. distributions and in the mImI 
mufMril d ; 1 b g ag8 8 ° r retailer8 (*) » Calcutta and (») k 

(i) the dates when, the names and addresses of the parties to whom and 
the quantities of cloth for which permits were issued from the 
office of the Provincial Textile Controller; and 
(e) the principles, if any, followed in the selection of such parties and in 

»d (S C "n 0 theifassil?° f ^ * “ ch ° f thWtt 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL 8UPPLIES department /«.. 


September 

October 


Total 


Bales. 

7,655 

8,722 

16,277 


•,^ etails regarding different classes of textiles do not admit of easy com- 
pilation, since there are very many varieties of cloth manufactured in India, 
Which come into Bengal. ’ 

(6) Details regarding category of textiles distributed are not also readily 
available. Total quantities distributed are as follows: — 


Quantity distributed in Calcutta 
Quantity allotted to Assam 
Quantity released on various grounds 
Quantity do-frozen for general distribution 
Quantity distributed in mufassil 
Stock in hand on October, 1944 


Total 


Bales. 

3,107 

1,360 

848 

2,912 

6,420 

1,640 

16,277 


Calcutta » a non-o&cial panel comprising various interests, selected 
the retailers on a zonal basis, and the distribution was arranged through 
retailers according to the requirements of a particular zone In the 
mufassil the distribution was made through representative dealers selected 
by the Subdmsional Officers. 

• ( d ) Number of permits issued were as follows : — 

Calcutta. Mufassil. Total. 

September, 1944 827 306 

October, 1944 . . 367 1,937 


1,194 


2,243 


3,437 


It will thus be seen that the detailed information required will involve 
enormous clerical labour and time. 

(«) Vide reply to (e). 

Dr. NALINAKtHA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer under (a) 
regarding the figures of total boles distributed through Provincial Textile 
Controller in September and October, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 

Msf teas a 'rsLf isntf 

16 
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The HOft’ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The seoond alternative; they 
were frozen end left in the custody of the owners. 

Df*i NALINAK8HA SANYALs Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state if, at the time of the freezing of the stock, the quality and quantity 
of the stock so frozen ere taken note of and was any record kept thereof in the 
office of the Provincial Textile Controller? 

The Hon'ble Mr* H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY* So far as I am aware, the 
persons who were importing from outside had to submit the railway receipts 
with a copy of their invoices to the office of the Provincial Textile Controller. 
The railway receipts were endorsed in order to enable them to remove the 
goods from the railway and a copy of the invoice was maintained as evidence 
of what stock had been frozen. 

0f« NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in 
consultation with the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies 
Department a scheme was drawn up to classify the goods under three main 
categories of fine, medium and coarse with sub-classifications thereof mainly 
under three classes, dhotis, saries and miscellaneous to be maintained under 
broad classifications for purposes of distribution? 

Tbi Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir I do not think that there 
was any time to make classifications of that kind, but what actually took 
place was that the non-official experts who were charged with the duty of 
making out permits were asked to distribute the bales to the various people 
m certain proportion, fine medium and coarse. They were expected to know 
by looking at the number of bales and the marks as to which were fine, 
which were coarse and which were medium and then to distribute the 
bales equitably. 


? r * ?J^MNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state it it is a fact that before launching on the requisition and distribution 
of requisitioned stocks it was agreed to in his presence by the Provincial 
1 extile Controller that the goods so requisitioned would be distributed in 
proportion of about 25 per cent, for Calcutta and suburban areas and 75 per 
cent, or so for the mufassal areas as far as movements permitted? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 

understood. 


That was generally what was 


Of. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what stood in the way of his distributing the total stock of 16 277 
bales to enable the mufassal of Bengal to receive its due share of 75 per cent** 
or near about out of that total? 


TM Hon'blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The position is, as the 

honourable member will see, that less than 25 per cent, was distributed in 
Calcutta. A certain amount was allotted to Assam. The Roods that were 
released on various grounds may be ignored. The quantity defrozen for 
general distribution might have, well, come to Calcutta or gone to the 
mufassal; they might have been distributed in either of these places and 
double the quantity distributed in Calcutta was sent to the mufassal This 
oategory also was not up to date as 1,640 bales were stock in hand and 
probably they were all sent to the mufassal. 

f tANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

*J? te jaat . principle, if anv> was followed in defreezing those hales 
mentioned m the 2,912 bales, that is to say, roughly the equal amount was 
d ‘ 8t - r ‘ but r 1 in - ft hat wi the principle adop^d 

JSSiJV'V “Agones of businessmen to enable them to freely 

. without the intervention of the department P . 
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tto Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: This dofroetinp did not apply 
, to certain categories of businessmen ; it applied to all persons in whose hands 
stocks remained which had not been distributed by permits. I do not think 
that tie honourable member should create any point out of that as on the 
last occasion it was made out that the distribution was being held up because 
large amount of stocks were lying frozen. That is why tnere wad 
defree»ng. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8AHYAL: Is the Hon ble Minister aware that 
there has been a good amount of complaint regarding abuse and corruption 
by big quota holders and merchants who managed to get their requisitioned 
stock defrozen through influence and through other questionable methods? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not think that would 
apply to defreezing of stocks. That might apply to release of stock as a 
certain amount of discretion would be required for that. Stocks were 
defrozen on a particular date in respect of all stocks which had not been 
disposed of on another date. For instance if I remember aright somewhere 
about 10th October all stocks not disposed of by the 2Gth September were 
defrozen in one sweep. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased! 
to state if he is aware that the statement made by him regarding defreezing 
on a particular day does not apply to October stock as is evident from the 
stock in hand in (October mentioned about 1,000 bales? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is on argumentative question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who were the members of the panel 
. representing various interests and how were they selected or nominated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not know the mimes of 

the members but they were selected or nominated by the Provincial Textile 
Controller himself from amongst the representatives of various organisations.. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What textile organisation did. 
Mr. Osman, Secretary, Calcutta Muslim League, represent and whether he 
was one of the nominees or members interfering with the selection of shops 
or allotment of cloth? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Th is is a double or triple question. Please put your 
questions one after another. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He has just now said that members 
were selected from amongst 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your question? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what interests did Mr. Osman, Secretary, Calcutta Muslim League, 
represent 

Mr. SPEAKERl Was he a member? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You first ask that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Mr. Osman was one of the persons dealing with the selection and allotment 
of cloth? 

The Htki’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWAROY: I do not think that 
Mr. Osman dealt with allotment of cloth, but he certainly, so far as I am 
aware, looked into allotment, hut he had not sufficient knowledge to he able 
to allot doth. i 
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Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what textile interest does he represent ? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY: He represents the interests 
oi the consumers. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who selected him for this work P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I did. ^ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: How could the Hon’ble Minister recon- 
cile the present answer with his previous answer that the Provincial Textile 
Controller selected the members? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ido not allow that question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
complaints were made and brought to his notice that this Mr. Osman under 
his authority was interfering with the selection of shops as well as in the 
allotment of fine varieties cloth to certain categories of dealers and was 
doing it in a manner which led to various kinds of suggestions ? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Certain frivolous complaints 
based on communal grounds were placed before me. I looked into the 
matter and found that what Mr. Osman was doing was that he was seeing 
that due regard was paid to Muslim interests. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that it 
was at the request of this Mr. Osman that Messrs. Kalishahai Jagannath — 
surely that is not a Muslim firm — got several bales of best varieties of cloth? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I have no knowledge of that 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that it 
was at the request of this Mr. Osman that a number of Hindu shops of Grant 
Street and the New Market were entered surreptitiously in the list of 
approved shops prepared at a conference where all persons were present 
excluding Mr. Osman? 

Thi Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : This is a wholly unfounded 
allegation. # 

. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what interest does Mr. Makhan Lai Hauerjee of the Hindu Maha- 
aablia represent iu helping the distribution of cloth? 

Thi Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not know. Mr. Makhan 
Lai Banerjee of the Hindu Mahasabha must have been selected by the 
Provincial Textile Controller. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that at the time of Fd and Puja some non-officials 
representing different interests like the Muslim League, the Hindu Maha- 
sabha and the Congress were selected to help the distribution in the Textile 
Controller’s office? 

Thi Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I tried my best to see that 
every one interested was taken in. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUN DU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why though he issued a statement on the 24th September, 1944, in 
the Amrita Bazar Patrika to the effect that “We are also sending cloth to 
mufassal through traders recommended by the Subdi visional Officer at the 
rate of 50 bales for each subdivision as a first step. We have, however, 
reserved much larger Quantities for the mufassal areas and shall allot them 
to and when bona fide dealers from the mufassal recommended by the District 
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Magistrate or the Subdivisional Officer come to os for supplies”, the Provin- 
cial Textile Controller did not issue them cloth though they eame with 
recommendations from the Subdivisional Officers but asked them again i6 
come as nominees of the Subdivisional Officer for the second allotment in hit 
letter No. 719«|(cy.), dated the 11th October, 1944 P 

Thi HonPble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not understand what 
the honourable member is driving at. There was not sufficient cloth here 
to distribute to every single person reoommended by the Subdivisional 
Officers. The Subdivisional Officers not only nominated the persona who 
were to receive 50 bales of cloth but reoommended nearly all the traders 
of the various subdivisions because they were most anxious to get as much 
cloth as possible. It was not possible to give cloth to every person recom- 
mended and therefore the Subaivisional Officers were asked to send in their 
nominees. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the meaning in issuing a statement that any businessman , 
coming from mufassal with the recommendation of the Subdivisional Officer 
will get an allotment? 

Mr, SPEAKER: I do not allow that question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if one Radha Kissen Agarwala, B.cora., b.l., of Dinejpur, was 
allotted 40 bales of cloth though he was neither nominated nor reoommended 
by the Subdivisional Officer of Dinejpur Sadar? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY: I have not the slightest idea. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that it was decided by Government to select 500 shops 
or near about for the Calcutta area for distribution and only 150 shops were 
ultimately selected? This was announced in the Htndutthan Standard 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not necessary. The question is enough. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why was not a larger number selected ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Is the honourable member 
referring to 150 shops? I do not know what was intended or what was done? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if his attention has been invited to the statement published in the 
press on the 20th Jlecember, 1944, wherein it was stated that under the 
emergency cloth distribution scheme which is now being operated by Govern- 
ment in collaboration with the Provincial Textile Control Advisory Com- 
mittee it has been arranged that 500 retail shops would be selected in 
Calcutta for a fair distribution in all parts of the city and accumulated 
piece-goods would be released to the. consumers through these shops P Hast 
this statement made by the Provincial Textile Control Advisory Committee 
been supported by or known to the Hon’ble Minister? 

The Hoti'We Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The Provincial Textile 
Controller does not always consult the Hon’ble Minister when he issues a 
statement. When he gave the figure as 600 apparently he must have at the 
moment intended to set up 500 shops. Probably he could not choose 600 
shops that he could supervise over and therefore considered that 150 shops 
were a good number that he could supervise or perhaps he bad also reduced 
the number of shops because there was not sufficient stock in hand. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I* it not a fact that at every stage of 
the IdrPuja emergency distribution the details and the working and also 
the scheme were done in consultation with the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
personally and he himself supervised and instructed the Department as to 
what should be done or what should not be done ? 

The Hon’bli Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I did not intend that every 
detail should be placed before me but I certainly did initiate it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With regard to the answer that in the 
mufassal distribution was to be made to representative dealers selected by 
the Subdivisional Officer, was any instruction given to them as to the class 
of dealers, the quality of such dealers and the extent of business of such 
dealers or any other principle to be followed by the Subdivisional Officer in 
effecting their selection? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: No, Sir, I do not remember. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that in the subdivision of Brahmanbaria no consumer in the 
mufassal is allowed to purchase a single piece of cloth without a chit from 
the Circle Officer and as a result a person living at a great distance has to 
go to the subdivisional town to purchase a single piece of cloth because no 
representative dealer has been appointed for the mufassal areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That might be so. There 
must be a rule framed by the local authority to try and allocate the cloth. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state that the Subdivisional Officer of Kushtia selected a number of local 
dealers who were never in the trade before including Hindus and also allowed 
£ near relation of his from Pabna district, village Shahaaadpur, to obtain 
on his authority a number of bales from Kushtia to be taken away by river to 
Pabna from out of the stock made available to him? 

Thi Hon’bli Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the arrangement under contemplation for distributing cloth in 
mufassal in future? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise out of this question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the reoords referred to in answer ( d ) of the permits issued to 
dialers from the Textile Controller’s office are still available and may be 
inspected P 

Thi Hon’bli Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I have no reason to think 
otherwise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU : Does the Hon’ble Minister know that 
this Babu Radha Kissen Agarwala who was allotted about 40 bales of cloth, 
though he had no recommendation or nomination from the Sadar Sub- 
divisional Officer disposed of the majority of the bales of cloth allotted for 
sale in Dinajpur district in Calcutta? 

Thi Hon’bli Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: As I am not aware of the 
existence of Radha Kissen Agarwala how can I answer the question ? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know that 
in allotting bales of doth to different dealers, some were given only ooatoe 
cloth but others were given the majority of fine cloth in consideration of 
something paid to the offioers P 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot say in consideration of something paid to 
officers. You can only put your question but you cannot make *any 
insinuation. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I would be prepared to say 

that every one did not get cloth of exactly the same variety or in the same 
proportion. 

Babu RADHA NATH DA8: When there is a famine of cloth in Bengal 
why is it that from the Bengal quota Assam has been supplied with doth? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Assam has not been supplied 
from the Bengal quota. Cloth that came to Bengal at that time also 
included the quota for Assam. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that in connection with the distribution of cloth to 
Calcutta dealers a specific complaint was made, written out and* banded over 
to the Provincial Textile Controller with the knowledge thereof* commuicated 
to the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies personally by the 
questioner that a shop supposed to have a direct oonnect^n with an Inspector 
of Civil Supplies had surreptitiously obtained three good bales of fine 
variety of cloth while the others were getting very poor quality of cloth ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I do not remember it at 
this distance of time because I have had to do quite a lot of work since then. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: mat action has the Hon’ble Minister 
taken on the reference made on the floor of the House here in December last 
followed thereafter by a written note handed over to him regarding the 
Beniapukur Cloth Store in connection with which one Mr. Swaroi, an 
Inspector of the Department, is involved and who got definitely three bales 
of fine sarees regarding which complaints were handed over in the presenoe 
of his Parliamentary Secretary, Mr. K. Nasarullah, to the Hon’ble Minister ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I)r. Sanyal, you cannot put such a long question. It 
is almost a speech. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I want to know what action has been 
taken on the complaint made on the floor of the House regarding this shop? 

The Hon'ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Now I remember that some- 
thing was told about the Beniapukur Cloth Store and I must have enquired 
into the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the result? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not know. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether some dealers who had been allotted cloth for sale in mufassal 
districts sold it here in Calcutta and that some got only fine cloth and other 
coarse cloth? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no question. Will you resume your seat? 

Mr. NI8MITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister think it 
desirable to look into the records of the Provincial Textile Controller’s office 
and hold an enquiry into this matter ? 

The Hon'blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir, I cannot. What the 
honourable member says is well known to me and under the stress of dis- 
tribution in that penod of time in which we had to rely upon non-official 
gentlemen m the trade I d. not think that it ie possible for ns to go back 
on that .and make an enquiry. 



QUESTIONS. 


[27th Feb., 


Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if their scheme of allotment for the districts has no method m itP 

Mr. SPEAKERS That is a hypothetical question and I do not allow it. 4 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Government have selected any representative dealer or any 
cloth dealer in Diaajpur for distribution of cloth there ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY : I do not know. 

Food position in Bengal. 

•72. Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHANS Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state— 

(a) whether statistics collected in respect of the food position of the 

Province is up to date ; 

(b) the total requirements of the district showing thana by thana of each 

subdivision and the population of each thana; and 

(c) the names of the thanas which are considered to be surplus or deficit? 

Th. Hon’M* Mr.1l. 8. SUHRAWARDY! (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) A statement is laid on the Library Table. Classification of 
thanas as surplus or deficit areas is approximate, and is subject to revision 
in the light of fuller knowledge and better statistics. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the agency through which the statistics were 
collected belongs to the Civil Supplies Department or the Agriculture * 
Department ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: It was done by the Statis- 
tical Department. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how the deficits are proposed to be made up? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: An estimate is taken of 
consumption by the people on per capita basis and also of production and 
accordingly an estimate is made either of a deficit or of a surplus. 

Amount spent for improvement and construction of roads in Mymansingh 

district 

•73. Maharaja BHUPENDRA CHANDRA 8INCHA, of 8uaans: Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depart- 
ment be pleased to state the amount spent — 

(A) during the last six years; and 

(B) during the last three years, for — 

(t) the improvement, and 

(it) new constructions of roads in — 

(a) the district of Mymensingh, and . 

(b) partially excluded areas in the district of Mymensingh r 

Mr. 4. N. GUPTA (on bohalf of tho Hon*bla Mr. Barada Praaamta Pain): 

(A) (*)(a) Rs. 21,66,582. 

(A> (') Jk), (A) («) < 6 >. ( B > (*) (A) “A < B > 

figures in respect of the works executed by the Communications and 
Work* Department do not include the amounts spent on their own roads 
by the District Board of Mymensingh and other local bodies in the district, 
as those figures are not easily available in this Department. 
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Or. NAUHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why no amount has been spent either during the last three years or 
dur ing the previous six years on either improvement or on new construction 
for any roads in the partially excluded areas in the Mymensingh district P 

Mr. N. GUPTA: Because it was not within the Irrigation Department 
or the Communication and Works Department. 


Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that all expenditure on rood construction and 
maintenance, whether they be under the Provincial Government’s direct 
jurisdiction or under excluded areas wherein the Governor’s personal respon- 
sibility oomes in, has to be arranged through the Provincial Communications 
and Works Department whether voted or charged, in the case of provincial 
responsibility they are shown as voted, and in the case of Governor’s own 
discretionary responsibility as charged to be executed by the Communications 
and Works Department? 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: I do not follow your question. Will you please 
repeat it? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are you aware that 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is not a question of fact. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The answer he has given shows that he 
does not know anything. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He may not know anything. It is not a question of 
knowledge. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are the partially excluded areas in the 
Mymensingh district not in any way the concern of the Communications and 
Works Department of the Provincial Government? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state if he is aware that in the district board of Mymensingh’s allotment 
also the partially excluded areas in the district of Mymensingh hkve not 
received proper attention? 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA; I am not aware of that. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the roads in the district of Mymensingh for which this amount 
has been spent? 

Mr. «l. N. GUPTA: I want notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the portion from Kalihati to Tangail, a part of the Tengail- 
Mymensingh road has been yet incomplete? 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA s I am not aware of that. 

Maharaja B HU PEND R A CHANDRA 8INCHA V of Busang: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the district board road from 
Jhaiia to Birisiri, a distance of 8 miles, can be immediately brought under 
the Public Works Department for effecting improvement, this being the 
only road connecting the headquarters of the partially excluded areas with 
the nearest railway station? * 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA 5 I am not aware of it. (Laughter.) 
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Want of accommodation for Sooond Munsif, Dinajpur. 

•74. Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
In charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether he is aware that the house occupied by the Second Munsif 
of Dinajpur was not available on hire to nis successor Munsif 
who came on transfer; and 

(ft) whether the owner of the house on being offered a much higher 
rent by the Sale Tax Office refused to let his house on hire to the 
Second Munsif who came there on transfer? 

( b ) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Rouble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps the Government propose to take for accom- 
modating Government officers who came on transfer to Dinajpur P 

( c ) Is it a fact — 

(t) that the rent of the house in question was Rs.50 only up to October, 
1942, and then raised to Re.60; 

(it) that the Sale Tax Office has offered Rs.85 for the same house; and 

(tii) that Sale Tax Office was occupying a house on a less rental? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps have been 
taken against the department for such enhanced offer of rental in disobedience 
to the Rent Control Order ? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Naweb Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): ( a)(i ) The house was not 
available till the 11th July, 1944, when it was let out to the successor 
Munsif. 

(it) When the house was vacated, the landlord approached the Commercial 
Tax Officer and proposed to let it out to that department. 

(b) and (d) Do not arise. 

(c) (i) and (Hi) Yes. 

(ii) No. 

Allowanoe of peon of 8 ub- Inspectors of Schools. 

•75. Mr. ABDUL JABBAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
no provision has yet been made for the office allowance and for the orderly 
peon for the Sub-Inspectors of Schools ? 

(b) Do Government contemplate to provide the Sub-Inspectors of Schools 
with an office and a peon? 

(c) If so, when? 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon'ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) Yes. 

(b) Not before the termination of the war. 

(c) Does not arise. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answer* to which were laid on the table) 

Number of attack* and deaths from oholera and smallpox in Rangpur dietrict 
and steps taken against the situation. 

ill Mr. PU8PAJIT BARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) what had been the annual figures in respect of attacks from cholera 
and deaths from it during the years 1942 and 1948 in the district 
of Rangpur; 
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(6) how many persons were inoculated with anti-cholera vaccine during 
the years 1942 and 1943 in the said district ; 

(c) how many persons were appointed for this purpose during the years 

1942 and 1943— 

(A) by the Government, and 

(B) by the District Board of Rangpur; 

(d) what is the total population of the district ; 

(e) what had been the annual figures of smallpox cases and deaths from 

it during the years 1942 and 1943 in the district; 

if) how many persons were vaccinated during the years 1942 and 1943 
in the said district; and 

( g ) how many persons were appointed for this purpose — 

(A) by tne Government, and 

(B) by the District Board of Itangpur? 

MINI8TER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) The figures are as follows: — 

Attacks. Deaths. 

1942 ... 2,186 1,638 

1943 . 13,526 8,312 

(b) 141,658 persons were inoculated in 1942 and 373,720 in 194(1. 

(c) (A) Ten doctors were appointed at Government expense for anti- 
epidemic work in the district in 1942 and 3 Subdivisional Health Officers, 
12 Medical Officers and 14 Sanitary Assistants during 1943. 

(B) Four Medical Officers anti 91 temporary Health Assistants were 
appointed by the District Board for inoculation work during the year 1943 
and none during the preceding year. 

(d) Population of the district is 2,877,847 according to the Census of 
1941. 

(e) The figures are as follows : — 

Attacks. Deaths. 

1942 ... 229 94 

1943 ... 2.263 706 

( f ) 304,566 persons were vaccinated in 1942 and 257,817 in 1943. 

(g) (A) As at (c) (A) above. 

(B) 159 vaccinators were appointed by the District Board during 1942 
and 427 during 1943. 

Delimitation of constituencies of the District Board of Tippora. 

TL Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state— 

(0) when the election of the District Board of Tippera was duo; 

(b) when the election of the District Board of Tippera will be held; 

( c ) what is the reason of the election of District Board of Tippera not 

taking place after it has been due ; 

id) whether the constituencies for the District Board of Tippera have 
been delimited; 

(e\ when the suggestions for the delimitation of constituencies were 
called for; 

(f) whether the suggestions have been received from the District Magis- 

trate of Tippera, from the Chairman of District Board and from 
the members of Legislature; 

(g) if so, when were they received ; 

in) whether the suggestions have been accepted ; and 

(1) if not, why the constituencies have not been delimited so iongP 
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Th# Hon’We Khan Bahadur Maidvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) To- 
wards the eml of the year 1041-42. 

(b) Towards the end of the year 1946-46. 

(c) Time required for the delimitation of constituencies for direct election 
after abolition of Local Boards. 

(d) Yes: notification has been published. 

(e) On the 26th October, 1940. 

(/> Yes. 

iff) In September, 1942. 

lh) The local officers’ and the District Board’s recommendations were 
accepted in substance with minor modifications. 

(i) Does not arise. 

Inoreas# of family allowance of Babu Amiya Nath Roy, now lodged in the 
Dum Dum Central Jail. 

23. My. KHACENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact — 

(t) that Babu Amiya Nath Roy of Tangail, Mymensingh, at present 
lodged in the Dum Dum Central Jail, has sent several petitions 
to the Government praying for increment of his family allowance; 

(it) that before his arrest he was practising as a Muktear in the Tangail 
Court and earning not less than Rs.100 per month; 

(in) that he was the sole earning member of his family consisting of 
about 12 members, all completely dependent on his income; and 

(iv) that he has been granted Rs.23 only per month as family allowance? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (t) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether his petition has been granted ; and if not, the 
reason therefor? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) My information is that as a Mukhtear he was earning about Rs.30 
per month. 

(m) No. Only his wife and daughter were dependent on him. 

(a) (iv) and (b) An allowance of Rs.15 per month was first granted to 
the prisoner which was enhanced to Rs.23 per month under the latest liberal 
policy of Government and this has been further enhanced to Rs.30 per month 
with effect from the 1st December, 1944. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the questioner Babu Khagendra Nath Das Gupta, 
a member of this Assembly, is lying seriously ill of typhoid at Rajshahi 
Central Jail now and this is about the 20th day of his illness? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a supplementary question. It does not arise 
out of the question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is a very serious matter, 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. You may make a statement 
after question hour. 

Mr. NllftKTHA NATH KUNDIU Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when this alio wan oe was granted — whether from the date of arrest 
or from any later date? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: First the security prisoner was 
given an allowance, as I have said, of Rs. 15 which was raised to Rs. 23, 
and then from December, 1944, he is getting an allowance of Re. 30. I 
cannot give the date from which this allowance is being granted. 
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| Hr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that he has to 
jpintain 12 members, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to 
further raise the. allowance so that a suitable allowance for the maintenance 
of 12 members may be available to his family P 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He has not got 12 members. His 
family is a joint one consisting of 7 members of whom only his wife and a 
little daughter are his direct dependents. Besides this the family gets a 
regular monthly contribution of Rs. 120 per month from a brother who is a 
Munsif. 


Appointments in Jagat Kishore Destitute Home and Hindu Orphanage of 

Kishoreganj. 

24. Rai 8ahib MtONOMOHAN DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state the number of appointments 
that have been made for the Kishoreganj Jagat Kishore Destitute Home and 
the Kishoreganj Hindu Orphanage, showing separately the number of them 
that are — 

( i ) Caste Hindus, 

(it) Scheduled Castes, and 

(Hi) Muslims. 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): The information is furnished beloW — 



Caste 

Scheduled Muslims. 


Hindus. 

Castes. 

Kishoreganj Jagat Kishore Destitute Home 

. . 

1 9 

Kishoreganj Hindu Orphanage 

I 
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(Further supplementary to M78A held over from 19th Deoember, 1944.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, this question relates to the lady 
assistants and officers of offices of Controller of Rationing, Calcutta, and in 
the presence of my leader and others the Chief Minister did promise in the 
Assembly that he would be prepared to hold a conference in camera in his 
room or elsewhere to enquire into these allegations and if found true he 
would take necessary steps. May 1 now enquire once more before the 
supplementaries are asked if Government even at this late hour are prepared 
to act up to that assurance. If they do, I will not proceed with the supple- 
mentaries. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If the Rou ble Chief Minister 
has given assurance he will certainly carry it out if it brought to his 
notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER. It stands over now. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir. 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer waa given) 

Allowance to the families of eeounty prisoners. 

•76. Bobu JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDARs (a) Will the 
Hon* bie* Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether security prisoners Babus Man ash Gobinda Sen, Kalidas 
Chakravarty, Sachindra Mohan Lahiri, Biresh Chandra Chakra- 
varty, Bibhuti Bhusan Bhattacbarya, Radha Raman BKattaoharya, 
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Tarak Nath Das and Hemanta Kumar Nag, all belonging to 
Rajshahi district, have applied to the Government for the grant 
of family allowances ; 

(it) whether the security prisoners referred to in (a)(t) were the sole 
earning members of their families ; 

(Hi) whether each of the security prisoners Babus Manash Gobinda Sen, 
Kalidas Chakravarty, Sachindra Mohan Lahiri and Biresh Chandra 
Chakravarty used to earn about Rs. 100 per month; and 

( iv ) whether security prisoners Babus Bibhuti Bhusan Bhattacharya, 
Radha Raman Bhattacharya, Tarak Nath Das and Hemanta 
Kumar Nag were earning not less than Rs.60 per month each? 

(b) If the answer to (a) ( i ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if any action has been taken on those petitions? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of adopting the 
“liberal policy” as stated in the Government’s Press Note issued in Novem- 
ber, 1942, in these cases? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of granting family 
alowances to the abovementioned security prisoners ? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwala 8ir 
Nazimuddin): (a)(i) Yes. J 

(it) Babu Bibhuti Bhusan Bhattacharya is not a security prisoner but 
a restrietee and report about his family circumstances from local officers is 
being awaited. Babus Manash Gobinda Sen, Radharaman Bhattacharya and 
Tarak Nath Das were sole earning members of their family while the others 
were not. 

(in) Yes, only the first three. Biresh Babu had an income of Rs.30 only. 

(iv) Yes, excepting Babu Tarak Nath Das whose earning did not exceed 
Rs.46 only per month and Babu Bibhuti Bhusan Bhattacharya who is not 
a security prisoner and the report alwnit whom is still being awaited from 
local officers. 

(b) and (d) Family allowances have been sanctioned in all the cases 
excepting the case of Babu Bhibhuti Bhusan Bhattacharya which is now 
under consideration. 

(c) The policy as stated in the Government's Press Note issued in 
November , 1942, is being followed. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(Mr. Charu Chandra Roy rose to put supplementary question on *76.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: No more supplementaries now. The time is over. 
Supplementaries may be asked next day. 

The House stands adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer. 

(The House was at this stage adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Enquiry regarding the health of a security prisoner. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, may I take 
this opportunity before the business of the House has begun to make an 
enquiry through you of the condition of the security prisoner, Sj. Khagendra 
* Nath D»s Gupta, a member of this House, who is reported to have been lying 
seriously ill in the Rajshahi Central Jail P It is reported that he is suffering 
from typhoid and this is the 20th day of his ailment, and we are all anxious 
to know what the position is. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Khan Bahadur, can you give some 
information? 
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B ^ ttr T , IIO ” A f il * EO ALIs Sir. The security prisoner 

Khagendra Nath Das Gupta is suffering from enteric fever. He has been 
transferred to the Sadax Hospital at Bajshahi, and, as a special concession 
his we has been permitted by Government-orders are being issued to that 
effect*— to interview the security prisoner daily in the hospital. He is suffer- 
ing from fever, and as regards his oohdition, it is not possible to say whether 
his condition is critical, grave or serious. 


General Discussions on the Budget. 

Srljut AS HU TOSH MULLICK i ft: *?^#t?, Ml* ! coft? ’tphtw 

*jwtc?? otiMHi, ?icw£ MrtMibii? TO c?v?? o?t? tout ?tot? toc? to^i ft*R i 
to TO ?oo*T? o?i TOtrb-TOtn? ?c? c?MfttF i to ^?'iw tfom? or?t? ?i c?Qn ft?. 
^ i ?tcv* wmteo <j??!? *j??trTO?T? *fm5t?i totto i ft: cspjft, Riot?, to ! ftroft 
?t^?ft?o*?f? ?tmr*? ^ram^’ffto toctoto cto to'o’ot wtr fo?i ??n to ?i i ?ft$ to* 
TOTU5 TOOt? M^T? TO 3T1 ftvi TO? TO? TO TO TO l TO ?i, ftn wM?$# ^ sq 

TO to'ow TO I 30ft? ftwi Mj? ^ of to m, M T 51 Wtuse 

TO ?i, ft^si faw tot? tot* c? osr?-w?*? fmrtft cronrirt cTOnft oirrift tod cfc? *tro 
W CTO m ??? TOT5? ftfTO C? 1ft* TO TO ?f%? TO, ?I TO **ft od] 

TO TO mtU5 bt?, W < 7 T C? ft O? *TM? TO ?^ 1 %?T? ftf?'? ?pM TOtTO OtW 
TOn* l ??? TO? ift? ^T«R TO W?M*t?C?? TOTO ?1 TOT W? TOT OJt*tfC?* 

?!<■?, IF 7 ? Me?, to? otr TOs cto» to to oti?? — 4* to*t? ??'?t* &rc? ?fttq **- 

OtC?? ?Tmfc-OTC?7 I TOM W?'?fb? CTOTft ?TO?CO 41 VR1 <J?T<jft CVt*t TOR TOI Rif sn | 
<TOF5 4?? TO TOT51M CTO CTO1 TO, €t?l C? OTCW TO CTO, C??tC? TO CTOTR TOtl *f*TO wftc? 
TO I ft* ft OT"S?T ! TO?f «tM?I? 4?f? *f oTTO C? tfTjTO WT?C? TOC^S ?l TOl^*, 

tow ?t‘ 5 n tomt?? ^riror to fro ?i ftess* toi ?kto ftfcm ftfrt? Mr? ft r? cMi i 
aFTO: toi ?rt ? n cro*i 4co?te? *??tc? M?to 5 ? , ^t?w ?fto totto vftro 

r'tftM? Oo* TO ?t?l C*CR? '®t?T* MTO C?* -MR? ftTO? ftTOft (TO TOT TO! 

ftftfft? 9TTO TO W <W$KS* I CTOTTOIC?? *?ft?fo5?l fas 7TOR MS? Rb? ?l 

CTO1 TO "TOC? TOTTO1 Motf?? I ft^ ?T^ (TO? "TOC? ftftfTO ?fft^Tt 

CM5TC? M? f?C? TOtVTft ??t&? (5lC^5 M7TO 5? Vt^W 'of?V7S Ml*?, TO*? 

•fim sf^? M?s? ?^t? »ra? to ?i, m?i *vrftTO v^rr Wttc? to ftc? fro ?m to m i **to?w 
MRTC 6 ? TOoT?T5-tfft* ^vrfm? ^O'QftTMT? TO CTO WOT? CTO5t*ft R^ 
TOI ftl 1$ TOT? \Wi, OMt, OMTf MTO OTOt? C??t^? MfftT? TOR? I ftf? OtflOTf 
t[?? orftro w ft?? ??r? ^?* ft?? ?*?] ?tftc? ?m* to r? ?t*, ^'U f**c? wr 
?*?t? OWH TO, C5?m? ?ffc? TOTtrft ?K 5 TO? C5h ?rr?R? , 4 c?m O^yt? Mr, TOD* 

ifrowr ????t?-?ft?, ?mror? Mjt^rtT c??? mtotc?? ?t?m tfro to oft? od? o ifftte? 

C5?ft og?a MPTJT? f?TO? WC* ?I?*TOTS f-PTO ?7?T1 TO OT5T?' TO? ft?l CO otC? T Ot?T? 

5*i*^ Mo? tfotc-r? TOtpro iMftj to cm^to fero?? ?o? wo? ?m ?^ w?«m 
oc? wtMi'orMi to fcfcm ft?i co ?ros ?rc? ? ??i ?tom Mn o?Mn to, ?i com 
oo \*zi, w ftdtcii 8 w?c?? rt 517 ^ 6 oim?t? w?r wo:M?-f?T wr*f?o ?to? jc? 

?t* ftc? ftwlMo??, Vi, W*Tftoi, MOl, MtFI ?fl£r f (TOM, <4MSM ?? 4W ft, TOT? *ftTO 
f?wt?T? to ?KM MRTO? ftctTOtw?, odft?w, tfoc?*?o? wft* »jr? fro? Bengal Weekly 
“?tr?ri o?i”. <4 wr??? M tf^ft TOTORccao ?t?to Tfhsw twi wt^? o*t? ewrftw ??ci eomft 

0?c?? I <?U5 ^TCVl o4 TOT? To 4?t ^»T11 ^fR? ftj*l ftf-RT ftoft^f wlTO WTOtMT TO I 

wt?i? vcm to w?wm ftsuO? wft ?t??t^ ?#l ??m $??-??rift? wsr? ?w: mto wtem- 

-jftro’t ooMftft wmt? w?: ootcto?, -n?r tot totto to ym t mrtto tf^ft 

♦jftir? ???m from ?*to? fro? i tfftft?r? ftv?o wd?i<t oic?? i otn 
?wmo otfMs oc? “??i ?mi w:" 4 , <i??toi jcto?", &m mwtc?i ^wj?? toi 
ft^cwi TOoftMfl mfti nsTnoTO? to oyroc? wMtftw ?mtM «to*t??^m?' r?, 
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wit* tob, top** TOi,«ftfa to*to $$ c^m^m toi TOn fro tomi 

$pf* ijiffarM *fff TO 1 ®* 91 Ittf TOJtfalwfa® TOfTOr* $lfY5 TO I MtCMl WttW ^M- 

MfapFMMtie lfa*tfb TO I fata TOtft 5 fall’TO WM W&f CMtV 4* WMT *t**l 

mi fa* TO** fata *fc* « mi ■ *Rmi wpn *tfcf% *ttta* *rov cM'taOfafa; vmcm 
fw ?? i sfrorcfo *yn?rPrf toi-itmm itfa® mmttmt *jwi *tcmi wr«* 1 m<£m Mf*TOMt* 
*$' *tf*ift* ta*ro wvp® to i fap &TO toTOm fa* tot* mi* i *t* ** tpefa <pi- 

VfCM V«tMG 5TO1 4$ fad OrfwartsS TO ^*m!« TOW *tfa* CTOffat I 4<R W!*t* CM$ Plfaft 
2F3 <jM*tjf% TO* I ft* aw fatal TO TO Mfo WMM*1 TO oJ*®*fa TOTJT5T7 ![C*1 4*i*t 

citsTO te t ris wmw** v*c* mi fa®** i wtf% fri *t;Mi* 4* wrrov *!** *TOt7 *cm 
to *f* i tomi cro* 4* ***rr* *tfa4* vro v’cm, tomi* M*t«r, TOcm* *[^1 * fci* m®m 
M* tiw* f%f% vtlM v*r® ta, c**m *rtf*, tot Ft* croft tftat* i vi <pfro, *i «TO', *r;v, 
fatv TOW Clt**fM* ^*1 CF&l I CMOM7 tfOtWM <*W 1 tt 5 ?tM fastfftw tfMt ftc* WTOC* ®W 
fatfir** wt*i w^rim w*f*, ftfh® wttiror** rotror* c*cw— *r$cvs c*cw fafa® w*t* <ir s 
cm* f**tatw 4fa* fw to wtfro w^roM m§* to tai fir* w*t* i 

fcvnvM nwn tf*tM mmmti wr, fwi tat*M m$zm gut* *tr3ft *:* ^fc* mi i <mi*t*, 
w<*fc** fro mw t *t«n Ft* i fcvttvM w4ifw* *t* mb* i 4 fro c**m *fTOr *am 

*t* to* wf- tta. w*fan, «m« ft» ms ^yro* ?n #m *m i ^ 

Wfif < *fa r TO TO'Q TO*t*R, *^TO*, C*t^ tf^fo 'ifaPTO* c*ll ^T6 *1 ^FB* 
CF^l TOt^, 'JTT* Ft tV5 CF* C*"fl CTOTF, TOTHJ-^TO! TOC? I TOT , *f*5t**'TOFt* '*PTC«f * ^ 
'«R7t* CTO '*tT 5 T [ tfaj p*T* ‘fl** TOC** *TC9 FtfTO TO' *«FJ I ** ^tF tfffaf 
tflrot tfM TOHl I TOTO *t*®n *TO* TOTB *3?t^ftC** ^tC't TO 

fc^c? i c* TO ta «rf*i yf st i ftar* ■HfPcrt ^tfk* *fta *t^n. m ortim wf to 
TO* *Clt«* *p^fta* TO*"! *1 TOT* CTO*r *f*0 tJtC*fTO TOMt*C** ^^TJtC4 TOm 
41TOT* TOM 7 C*r1 TO*^f9T *C*t* TO*F* TOT *l*C? ^8 *TC*f* TO JJtTOjTO TO SJs*T* 
w*r crort dffii *t*c? i c*c*v^ ^fTO ?f?t* <rt?' tostitobt *ffr>fcr$ , *fFJr 5 3 f^. 

Ffa ^5 1 *f*f<3 ** C* 1 ^ ¥ta >T»[5' ^TO** 5 ) TOM TO f$ «T?t^ Ft* ^vftf^t *t*5T] 

Hfftcf* Mfjnt’Q^t *tj *1tTO* fatoBS ^TO FtM | WTO ^vfl CFtC** 

CFC* CFtC** ^f*TC^ ^t*l '*f^f*fi r 'pll TC*M I TO? *t*sn **^FfC** MfF**®* 'Mt^oTl^nr* jMMTJM 
*fit* ^tc* m TO* ▼(.** I TOM *$ t\ TO Ml, 'Q*TM TO *tl Mt tc ^ t ^ Ml I it 
ta fc^ TOr^rn tom« tos **cm *f ctrei ** i tou TO* vm i «rtf*ro TOji ftro 
tom, SncofcM* wrof 1 

MIC** '‘t* ^1*, * > f%C*F* M* ^rof, '*Ppni MMMT) < *T ; ot*-'MM^M ^3 MM fV *fl*-5T*tC$ '3t^l 
VTO 8 W CTOTO f** Mt^ I <*5 *T*?tC** Mf« ^1^5 C*“ft C* <U*F^ ilfa ^far TO$ ^#* TO- 

**n 1 ®tro> *tro TOFtrs* cfc* tofttcm* *t^i mc* ^t^c* ’t^r® ** i 

C* CTO TOCMt *t*f fapi 'MM'Mfa MTO* & ^^fMtl *fcfa pTCM* TOT cWt* **TO** 
♦W CTO CTO F*M 1 Ml CTO'S TO tWK CTO CfTO ^J5M *F* *tTOl f*TO ^FtCMT, ^t* *fCW^ 
tJTO CTO t[TO TOM Mt$ I T5*tfM *1Wl41 TO*t*T*M TOt^T® TOT* TO *tCTO I TOtCMIS 

m ** *ta i%* *ft*iiBgci* rtw* **m ^sfta v*g t *w 4 f*® *tTOt* to 4 * 
fa* fata * *TOS TO CTO wm TO ft TO* tfTO TOM I ®tc® TO® *1 *fta* Mf* fat^ff 
TO <4*; TOTO CTOtfo C*t* TOC*M fai, MtTOft WMTOtTO* j4lt* ^t*l *tTO Ml I 5fT® CTOl- 
TO fa t fa TO TO-fat *^ TOTS ta5* TO I TO*1 TOm ^MS TO, f^f* C*M TO 
WTOM ^JM^U Ml TOR I 

R«i HARENORA NATH CHAU0HURI: Sir, in rising to speak at 
this late stage of the Budget diseussion, it mav not be possible for me to 
•ay much that is hew. However, I propose to deal with the financial state- 
ment in my own way. Never before, Sir, a Budget which carries with it 
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its own condemnation and which looks like an inventory in an insolvency 
proceedings, has been presented with such an absurd note of self- 
complacency and even self-congratulation. 

Now, Sir, in presenting the estimates for 1945-46* the Hou’ble Mr. Tulsi 
Chandra Goswami has given us their, i.e. } the ministerial, “estimates of 
the two years’ working” — the two years to which we can find a near parallel 
by travelling a century and three quarters back to the beginning of British 
rule in Bengal, viz., to 1770 and 1771. What strikes one however is that 
the parallelism does not end with mass suffering but extends to revenue 
matters as well. Warren Hastings said that in 1771 the year following 
the great Bengal famine of 1770 revenue collection was the largest since 
1768 and in the statement of the Hon’ble Mr. Goswami wo find that in 
1948-44 and 1944-45 the maximum receipts of pre-famine years have been 
easily exceeded or are certain to exceed. New taxes apart, if taxes on 
income increased from a little over 2 crores in 1942-48 to the neighbourhood 
of 4 crores in 1948-44, Land Revenue goes beyond 4 crores. The advance 
of Other Taxes and Duties from one and a half crore in 1942-48 to near 
about 3 crores in 1948-44 is nothing in comparison with the triumphal march 
of Excise from 2 A crores in 1942-48 to more than 4 crores in 1948-44. Has 
the Russian Vodka such a success to its credit as our country spirit w'ith 
the aid of whisky has so easily won ^ It lias greater triumphs in store 
inasmuch as the Finance Minister has announced, not merely in “broad 
outlines” but with broad smiles, that it promises to yield in the current 
year, as we correctly surmised before but they left unsaid, a revenue much 
more than the total receipt of 1942-48 and 1948-44 together. A unique 
performance indeed for a revenue head, but it is a record which is going to 
be surpassed in 1945-46. If a nation cannot be fed and clothed, it must he 
drugged and doped. 


As Mr. Goswami has never suffered from any weakness of orthodoxy he 
has thought it fit to begin his statement not by thanking God for the relief 
due to better crop in H44 hut by accusing the hostile critics and appro- 
priating all the thanks to himself and his colleagues for “careful planning 
and effective execution of the three-fold programme of production’ procure- 
ment and distribution of food” and by advertising that “Government have 
been able to redeem this pledge that there shall he no famine in 1944”. He 
however conveniently forgets the promise that he and his colleagues parti- 
cularly the Minister of Civil Supplies, made on their assumption of office, 
about 1948. Who does not know the assurance that was repeatedly given 
to the people doomed to die by millions echoing the bureaucratic lie that 
there was no deficit, no dearth of food in Bengul in 1948 and thut only the 
drive against hoarding would ensure plenty of food for all F The men on 
whose shoulders lies the responsibility of sending famished millions to their 
grave between July and December, 1948, should not at Jeust he so devoid 
of all sense of shame as to brag about their performance in 1944. What 
again is the performance of 1944 the year that opened with an outturn of 
108 per cent of winter rice crop!" Although they carefully planned not 
to have record of deaths due to starvation in the mtifassal, the number of 
destitutes that were reported in the censored press to have died in the 
Calcutta hospitals in the months of 1944-45 was quite large to make anv 
Government feel ashamed that is of course alive to human suffering, ff 
there has been no Famine in 1944-45, not to speuk of 1944 why upon revi- 
sion the original estimate for famine relief in 1944-45 has had to l>e 
increased from 261 to 385 lakhs. Is it to relieve the henchmen and the 
proteges of the Government? What again is a famine if not scarcity of 
food even uf the scarcity be due to high pricen beyond the purchasing tWer 
of the millions among the masses? Could anybody truthfully »av that the 
price level- of the foodgrains in 1944-45 did -ink’ «o low ag to make them 
available to all the six and a quarter crores of people excepting the 18 lakhs 
who were -old foodgrams at reduced rates P For a Finance Minister to 
17 
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forget all these and say that there was no famine in 1944 was mere balder- 
dash inspired by an avidity for self-praise. As regards the alleged claim 
of effective execution of the three-fold programme of “production, procure- 
ment and distribution” it is a claim as unfounded as the story of elimina- 
tion of famine-conditions. Take the basic question of production. 
Hundreds of acres reclaimed by water-hyacinth barricades, hundreds of 
acres, again, of railway side land cultivated, manures supplied to stockist* 
at 29 important centres, stores established at district and subdivisional 
headquarters, all might have constituted successful operations indeed but 
unfortunately the patient died and instead of more food less was produced. 
The final forecast of autumn rice crop for 1944-45 says: — 

According to the District Officers’ estimates the autumn rice is to yield 
an outturn of 82 per cent, of the normal this year against 96 per cent, last 
year. The gross outturn of Bhadoi autumn rice for the province is esti- 
mated at 2,664,800 tons this year against 8,041 ,800 tons last year”; and 
the second, i.e., the latest forecast of winter crop, the staple foodgruin of 
the province, says: — 

“According to estimates the provincial outturn works out to 84 per cent, 
of the normal against 101 and 108 per cent, respectively in the corresponding 
and final forecasts of last year. The gross yield of the crop is estimated 
at 7,098,600 tons this year against the estimates of 8,888,800 and 8,528,100 
tons respectively in the corresponding and the final forecasts of last year”. 

Thus notwithstanding all the additional staff and experts, notwith- 
standing all the fanferonade about the Grow-More-Food campaign we shall 
have 1,478,800 tons less rice to feed our famished millions this year. That 
is the upshot of the great campaign for more production. 

But careful has been the plan and successful the execution, it is alleged, 
of the procurement programme. But with what objective, pray. Govern- 
ment undertook the same*' Surely not to trade on its own account on 
forced levies secured at dictated price nor to allow’ purchased grains to rot. 
The idea in the first place was to build up reserves ot toodgrains for relief 
and, next, to bring down the abnormal and exorbitant prices? Deserves 
were of course built up but relief was meant more toi the Government 
establishments and the employees than for the famine-stricken. Reserves 
again were so built up that but for military help they could not move. 
They were so built up again that rice went "off the market at many places 
for months on end and instead of stabilisation of prices exorbitant and 
fantastic prices ruled the markets all over Bengal and particularly in the 
eastern districts so much so that like the blackout of the news of deaths due 
to starvation the blackout of reports of exorbitant prices of rice had to be 
secured. 

Then again what greater evidence of careful planning of procurement 
operations can he met with than that furnished by the following figures g 

1943-44, 1944-45. Total, 
Lakh*. Lakhs. Lakhs. 

Budget deficit on revenue aocount 303 11,34 14,37 

Los* on the purchase of foodgrain* 350 13,14 18,90 

It is apparent that our budget deficit during the two years, the last and 
the current, are not due to “Famine” expenditure proper nor even to Civil 
Defence but entirely to the huge loss sustained ou the purchas of foodgrains. 
In fact, thse losses have been more than our deficits by nearly 258 lakhs. 
Next year the alleged carefully planned procurement operation is expected 
to occasion a further loss of 554 lakhs, apparently three crores less than the 
total sgfcimated deficit of 859 lakhs but larger loss on “final adjustment” 
may be trusted to do the trick of equalising the two figures. The ineffi- 
ciency, the mismanagement and the mishandling of the nation’s food . 



GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


U$ 


ma.] 

resources that these losses, never properly estimated or accounted for and 
in respect of stocks never properly checked or verified, losses that prow in 
the dark, only to be adjusted out of time, in other words to be written off 
the books, represent the plague spot of our budget. It is said, “these 
losses are due in the main to sale of foodgruins to the public at prices below 
those at which they were purchased and to devaluation of Government 
stocks as a result of progressive statutory lowering of price levels”. If so, 
these losses could be specifically and definitely accounted for, and the budget 
of the relevant head should not have been the least communicative. Other 
provinces such as the United Provinces have created what is called the 
Supply Schemes Stabilisation Fund for the purpose of meeting such losses, 
but iii Bengal we hear instead of “the other contributory factors like 
damaged stocks and loss in trunsit” resulting in further losses unspecified 
and unaccounted for 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: It is the Ministn Stabilisation Fund 
in Bengal ! 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: So long as our budget 

presents such a dark and dirty pit, only the promoters of the present 
Ministry which has taken the advice of helping themselves much too lite- 
rally may plead for sympathy for Bengal's budgetary position, but decent 
men may have reason to feel hesitant. 

Mr. Gladding seeing that the Bengal budget has run to rack and ruin 
with its huge recurring deficits and mounting unproductive debts has 
thought it fit to attack the Niemeyer Award and the (Vntru! Government’s 
attitude towards Bengal. Against the profuse thunks of the Bengal Finance 
Ministers uttered with due “humility” and “donning the weeds of woe” 
for ’’companionate grants’’, Mr. Gladding’s vigorous protests in shining 
armour furnish an enjoyable contrast indeed. Since the Marquess of Zetland 
as Lord Konaldshav started protesting against thy Menton Award from the 
gubernatorial chair in Bengal we have not seen the Centre \ ield except 
doling out compassionate grants on occasion nor any awarding Knight to 
see the justice of Bengal’s case and come to her aid. In the circumstances 
the consistently reckless budgeting of the Muslim League Government of 
Bengal and the rake’s progress in which it has been indulging all these years 
with the annual congratulations and repeated benedictions of the European 
group are something more than matters of regret. A province has been 
deliberately landed in financial disaster through treasonable improvidence 
and a fair measure of it can be taken if we compart* for example the 
budgetary performance of Bombay and Bengal since 19dH-d9 up to 194d-44. 
Bombay budget for 1946-46 not being available up till now I am sorry I 
have not been able to gather the actual or the revised figures for 194446. 

1938-39. Bombay, Bengal, 

Lakhs. Lakhs. 

Revenue .. 12,44 12,76 

Expenditure 12,79 12,76 

— 35 No deficit. 

13,14 14,31 

12.83 13,71 

+ 31 f mT 

Then comes the turning of the tide — 

1940-41. Bombay, Bengal. 

Lakhs. Lakhs. 

14,48 13,54 

13,60 14.45 

+ M -91 


1939-40. 

Revenue 

Expenditure 


Revenue 

Expenditure 
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1 941-42. 

Revenue 
Expenditure . . 


16,86 14,94 

15,25 15,50 


-f-161 -56 


1942*43. 

Revenue . . • * • • 19,70 16,46 

Expenditure •• 17,78 16,79 


4-192 -33 


It must be remembered that this year of the smallest deficit for Bengal 
was the year when the Fazlul Hua, Coalition Ministry was in power. Then 
come the revised estimates for lv43-44 — 

1943*44. Bombay. Bengal 

Lakh*. Lakhs. 

Revenue . . . • . . 23,87 21,34 

Expenditure . . . . . . . . 22,24 32,53 

4-163 -11,19 

The figures show that while Bombay starting with deficit has consistently 
built up surpluses, Bengal with no deficit to start with has throughout 

f iled up deficits in spite of all improvements in her revenue receipts. While 
arger revenue in Bombay has meant more and more surplus, greater 
service to the people, larger provision for development, less burden of debt 
or debts productive, in Bengal more taxes and receipts have meant more 
deficits, more extravagance, multiple employments, enlarged departments, 

f renter waste, growing debts and debts unproductive. And our good 
'inance Minister now wails in his simplicity that Bengal has no large-scale 
irrigation projects or hydro-electric schemes which create additional natonal 
wealth but have on the contrary “the dead weight” of an appalling unpro- 
ductive debt “which has iio counterpart in any of the other Provinces, 
large or small”. Yet the total revenue receipt of Bengal this year or in 
the next is expected to be 29 crores where it was only 13 crores in 1938-39. 
It is a lie to say that Bengal has not raised or produced sufficient money 
to finance her normal needs and even her essential developments. If her 
revenue has been frittered away or found unequal to the present extra- 
ordinary burden, not of her creation, and she has been reduced to 
bankruptcy, the responsibility is not of the people but of her Government. 
But in her present budgetary position for her Finance Minister to talk 
glibly of ensuring “ampler scope to emergent life” is a cruel mockery, when 
we see on every side the harrowing march of resurgent death. (Applause 
from tlie Opposition benches.) 

Mr, J. R. WALKER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in the difficult cir- 
cumstances of the Province, the task of the Finance Minister is not a 

f deasant one. He cannot expect congratulations, but if. Sir, he takes us 
ully into his confidence, if he explains to us fully how the deficits in the 
present budget have occurred and satisfies us that they are unavoidable, 
and if he satisfies us that he has explored every possible avenue of meeting 
these deficits, he is entitled to our sympathy and co-operation in meeting his 
difficulties. 

Now, Sir, as my honourable frieud has just said, undoubtedly the main 
item in these revenue deficits is the loss on food transactions and the 
expenditure ou the Civil Supplies Department. Together they account for 
no leas than 16i crores of the expenditure in the current year and more than 
8 crores expenditure in the coining year. As regards this expenditure, the 
Finance Minister has a particularly heavy responsibility to discharge. 
Government are conducting a large-scale business in food-grains and other 
commodities. The Finance Minister is the Chairman of the Board, of 
Directors and we, Sir, are the angry shareholders. We want to know, Sir, 
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how these losses have occurred. We expect the Finance Minister to give us 
full details and show that these losses were unavoidable, that everything 
possible was done to minimise them and above all we want to know the full 
extent of our losses in the future. The Finance Minister's explanation of 
these huge losses is contained in two sentences : “These losses are due in 
the main — I emphasise these words — to sale of foodgrains to the public at 
prices below those at which they were purchased and to devaluation of 
Government’s stocks, as a result of progressive statutory lowering of price 
levels. But there are other contributory factors, like damaged .stocks and 
loss in transit”. Somewhat mystified by this cryptic statement and still 
very angry, we turn to the “Red Book” and to the detailed estimates. The 
“Red Book” is even more cryptic and mystifying. Losses and Civil Supplies 
expenditure are lumped together with a number of other items under the 
sub-head “Miscellaneous” of the head “Extraordinary Charges in India”. 
“Extraordinary Charges in India” which amount to no less than 18 crores 
in the current year are contained in one page of the “Red Book” extend- 
ing to 117 pages. In an extraordinary note it is stated that the hulk of the 
increase occurs under loss on the sale of subsidised food to the public and 
separate figures are given for wheat, and wheat products and other food- 
drains. There is a capital account which is supposed to record the food 
transactions, hut this, Sir, in m\ humble opinion, bears no resemblance to 
a proper trading account and gives us no information at all. We learn, 
Sir. however, that in addition to these losses there is the cost of supply of 
food-stuffs at concession rates to Government employees estimated at nearly 
50 lakhs in the current year and 42 lakhs in the coming year. We turn, 
Sir, to the detailed accounts in the “Blue Book” hut we find, Sir, that this 
gives us no details at all and mertdy repeats the lump sum figures of the losses 
under the head “Losses on sale of subsidised food”. Nowhere, so far as we 
can see, is any attempt made to explain bow these losses are made up. Now, 
Sir, we are asked to believe that these losses are due mainly to subsidised 
sale of food-grains and to progressive depreciation of prices, but this is 
just what we find hard to believe. We did not know r , Sir, that Govern- 
ment had been subsidising the sale of rice and wheat products to the public, 
except under the head “Famine Relief” and that is separately accounted 
for. We did not know, Sir, that Government had been depreciating the 
retail prices of their foodgrains. On the other hand, we do know that 
Government rice has been selling in Calcutta and in other rationed areas at 
Rs. 16-4 per maund during the past year, and we had always understood 
that this price fully covered Government’s costs in the matters. In fact, 
Sir, it has been our grievance thut, while Government’s buying prices have 
been progressively decreasing. Government's selling prices have remained 
stationary even although for some time past open market retail prices of 
rice have in many areas fallen below' the level of Rs. 16-4 per maund. In 
these circumstaqres we are led to believe that the contributory causes, 
namely, damaged stocks and loss in transit, have played a larger part than 
the Finance Minister has admitted. If this is so, then 1 can only say that 
it is the duty of the Finance Minister to say so fully and frankly. We cun 
understand that some losses were inevitable. W r e understand that the 
setting up of a large storage and inspection organisation was a vast under- 
taking which took time, but we are surely entitled to a full explanation of 
how these losses are made up, and I trust that the Finance Minister in his 
replj will deal with this matter fully and frankly. Until this is done, we 
must remain very angry shareholders. 

The next question I would like to ask is, do we yet know the full extent 
of our food losses and if so, has the full extent of our food losses been 
included in tbe case submitted to the Government of India for financial 
assistance y If we do not know the full extent of our food losses, then I 
think it is up to the Finance Minister to say so. We are told by the 
Finance Minister that the existence of such large stocks in the possession 
of Government mast necessarily raise important problems of disposal and 



GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[27th F **., 


turning over of stocks. We are told that it has been decided in consulta- 
tion with the Government of India to accelerate offtake within the Province 
itself by suitable reduction of prices with a view to prevent deterioration 
through long storage and to release sufficient storage space for the new 
aman crop. What exactly are the plans for accelerating offtake by reduction 
of prices and when will they begin to operate ? Have the losses which will 
be incurred in the procedure of accelerating offtake by reducing prices been 
taken into account in the Budget estimated What exactly has been 
included in the figure of 5£ crores which has been included in the estimates 
as the estimated Toss of food transactions? 

It is a long time, Sir, since we have heard anything from Government 
on their food policy and plans, and we had expected that the Finance 
Minister, in view of the major part tjjat food expenditure plays in his 
Budget, would give us a general outline of Government’s food policy for 
the coming year. Last year, if I remember rightly, a Press statement was 
issued at the beginning of the year outlining the riee procurement policy 
for 1944. This year, there has been a disturbing silence, although we 
understand that substantial changes both in procurement and in price policy 
are contemplated. We hope, Sir, that the Finance Minister will remedy 
this omission and we hope, Sir, that we shall have a full statement from 
the If ou'ble Minister for Civil Supplies of his policy for 1945. 

Mr. Gladding has stressed — and rightly so 1 think — that this Province 
should be placed not only on an even keel but in an equal position with other 
provinces as regards post-war development. One method that the Central 
Government can adopt to equalise the burden of war and famine conditions, 
is to increase this province’s share of the grants by the Central Government 
for post-war development. If, however, we are to quality lor increased 
grants, or for that, matter for any grants at all, there are two essential condi- 
tions which, it seems to me, this province must fulfil. The first is that our 
post-war schemes must be completed and ready and the second is that we 
must have an efficient administration capable of carrying out these schemes. 
On the first condition, 1 must express serious disappointment at the apparent 
lack of progress in formulating post-war reconstruction schemes disclosed 
by the Finance Minister’s statement. At the beginning ot Januan, Sir, 
the Planning and Development Member ot the Government ot India 
announced that the United Provinces and Bombay Governments had already 
submitted their plans for the first 5-year period and those provinces who had 
not done so, were expected to do so by the middle of January Since then 
the Punjab Government and possibly other Provincial Governments, have 
submitted their plans. On the 10th of January it was announced in the 
Press that the Bengal Government proposed to spend Ks. 150 erores on a 
6-year post-war reconstruction plan, of which Ks. 50 erores had been assured 
by the Central Government and Its. 25 crores would be found by the Bengal 
Government from the provincial exchequer. The only information, how- 
ever, given us in the Budget Statement is that a number of sub-committees 
of the Post-war Reconstruction Committee have been fixing targets for 
development of agriculture, education, industries, communications, health 
and housing and their blue prints will in due course be ready. There is no 
indication that the plan for the first 5-year period is ready or even nearly 
ready. On the other hand, answers to questions in this House have dis- 
closed that one of the sub-committees have not even met and another has 
only had one meeting. I ask the Finance Minister to state definitely what is 
the position with regard to Bengal’s plan for the first 5-year period. When 
will this plan be submitted to ftle Government of India? Why is it that 
the Bengal Government whose need and whose claim for assistance is so 
much greater than other provinces have lagged behind the provinces of 
Bombay, the United Provinces, and the Punjab? Are we to have a repetition 
of the position with regard to the Central Road Fund when grants lapsed 
because the Provincial Government could not produce completed schemes? 
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Has Bengal’s case for a larger share of the grants for post-war development 
been submitted to the Government of India r This is a very serious matter 
and I trust that the Finance Minister will deal with it fully in his reply. 

The second condition which I feel sure will be attached to grants for 
post-war development is the existence of an efficient administration. 
Honourable members who have read the Second Report on Reconstruction 
Planning of the Reconstruction Committee of the Executive Council will 
have noted the stress which is placed on the need for an efficient administra- 
tion as a limiting factor in planning and preparing for post-war develop- 
ment. It is stated in this Report with emphusis that “at a time when both 
the revenue and capital resources of the Centre are likely to be unequal to 
demands it will be essential to make grants available only to such adminis- 
trations as are judged capable of utilising them to good advantage.” A 
little later on in the same Report it is stated that very considerable increases 
will be necessary as regards both administrative and technical staff, and 
new services of specialised branches may have to be created. 1 would like 
to stress this because honourable members have criticised the creation of 
* new posts even in the long neglected Departments of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. 

This province lias much leeway to make up. The financial limitations 
undei which the province has suffered since the days of the Menton Award 
have piexented the expansion *d our administrative machinery in accordance 
with the glow tli of population and the giowth in the volume ot work. Our 
district admmistiation icmains today in numbers and composition very 
much the same a> it was in 1914, when the last Administration Committee 
was appointed. Oui agiicultural service has never been developed and is 
much below the standards of other provinces. The District Administration 
Committee ot 1914 recommended that the disturb of Myinensiugh. Midna- 
pore, Dacca and Bakarganj were too large for efficient administration and 
should be immediately partitioned. Tht\> also expressed the view that the 
partitioning ot the districts of Faridnur, TipiVru and 24-Parganns could 
not long be delayed and should be taken up as soon as circumstances per- 
mitted. None of the.se districts have been partitioned und today the district 
ot Myiiiensingh lias a population of 6 million, the district of Dacca a popu- 
lation of over 4 million and the district of Midnupore a population of over il 
million. The main reason for not carrying out these proposals was of course 
financial. The Menton Settlement m 1920 forced the province to go in for 
retrenchment and proposals for partitioning the districts were inevitably 
shelved although it is to be noted that the Swan Retrenchment Committee, 
in 1942, expressed the view that any district with a population ot over 2 
million was too large for good administration. I have stressed this point, 
Sir, because it seems to me that the first principle of good administration 
is that the unit of administration should he manageable and our districts in 
Bengal appear to me with a few exceptions to he quite unmanageable. In 
this respect we are seriously handicapped in relation to other province*. 
For example, the United Fro vinces with a population of 55 millions has net 
less than 48 districts as compared with Bengal with a population of 60 
millions and only 26 districts. Only one district in the United Provinces 
has a population of over 4 millions and in the majority of the districts the 
population is about 1 million. 

Now. Sir, this question of an efficient administration is nearly the 
fundamental prerequisite for development in this province and plans for 
reorganisation of the administration should, in our opinion, he placed fore- 
most in our post-war reconstruction plans. I am glad, therefore, to note 
the appointment of the Rowland Committee and 1 am glad also to note 
the new and much needed attention which is now being paid to the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Fisheries. I would like to feel sure, Sir, that the 
report of tne Rowlands Committee will not meet with the same fate as the 
Report of the District Administration Committee in 1914. I would like 
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io be assured, Sir, that the recommendations of the Rowlands Committee 
will form the first plank in the Bengal Government’s post-war development 
plan for the first 5-year period. If this is done, Sir, I feel sure that our 
claim for a larger share of the grants for post-waj* development will receive 
favourable consideration. 

In conclusion, Sir, I would like to Express the hope that a comprehensive 
settlement with the Government of India will be reached at an early date 
and also to reiterate the hope expressed by Mr. Gladding that our claim for 
assistance has been fully and officially recorded in writing. The present 
position is demoralising. It is demoralising to members of the legislature 
who year after year are confronted with revenue deficits which this pro- 
vince cannot hope to meet and cannot be expected to meet. It is demora- 
lising to Government and the administration who are compelled to go on 
spending money to meet the abnormal needs of the province without 
knowing from what sources the funds for this abnormal expenditure will 
come. It is not in this way, Sir, that this province will acquire that sense 
of financial responsibility to which the Finance Member of the Government' 
of India referred in last year’s Budget discussion. 

Mr, J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Mr.. Deputy Speaker, the eco- . 
nomics of the budget has been admirably summarised by many speaker* 
before me, particularly by my friend Itai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri and 
by the Deputy Leader of the European Group, Mr. Gladding. Mr. Gladding 
has shown the desperate position of Bengal as compared with other pro- 
vinces. He has pointed out the inadequacy of the assistance from the Centre 
and finally he has entered a strong plea for more generous assistance from 
that quarter. I have no quarrel with that plea. 1 would also join whole- 
heartedly in demanding more assistance from the centre to this war- 
burdened province of ours. I would in particular insist on getting the 
entire cost of boat reconstruction which has been necessitated by the toolish 
boat Denial Policy and the scandalous execution of it — now’ aii open secret 
as a result of discussion im the Central Assembly. 

Today 1 am going to deal with the politics of the budget. But before 
I do so, as one of the angry and inquisitive shareholders non-participating in 
the profits, I must refer pointedly to the huge trading losses in foodgrains, 
the details of which this House has not been confided with. People in 
Bengal feel strongly that the huge supply of foodgrains in the hands of 
Government has been mishandled, if not mis-used, and proven tihle waste has 
occurred. Foodgrains which should have been made available to feed the 
hungry and to save lives of the people lay stocked almost in the same way 
and in the same manner as the black-market profiteers hoarded their stocks 
in an insatiable thirst for undue profit while their unfortunate brothers and 
•istera suffered from starvation and died before their very eyes. This House 
is entitled to know and demand details about — I am pointedly putting the 
questions so that the Hon’ble Minister (van reply— details about firstly, 
cruantities of foodgrains obtained from outside us also procured from inside 
tne province during the previous *years ; secondly, the actual purchase rate 
and oosts incurred for procurement showing separately the remuneration 
paid to purchasing agents of Government; thirdly, the costs for moving 
the supplies to and storage in places where these were sent; fourthly, the 
price at which foodgrains were sold to the public and to Government 
employees; fifthly, the quantity of deteriorated foodgrains and the sources 
from where these were received and where these were stored; and sixthly 
causes for deterioration and what causes, if anv. were bevond the control 
of Government I insist upon clear replies to all these points. Unless and 
until these details are furnished by Government, they can not complain if 
tae people and their representatives in this House condemn them for their 
amful inefficiency or even suspect their honesty of purpose ar 
action. Clarification on these points is also necessary for 
•Bengal public to back up the claims of this Government for 


d honesty of 
enabling the" 
more liberal 
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asaistance from the Centre. Who knows tLat the belief of the Central 
Government of the bungling by this Government or of criminal waste of 
public money may not be responsible for the apathy that they are showing* 
towards this province? 

Sir, politically the budget represents an utterly bureaucratic outlook 
wedded to its inseparable mate complacency. Apparently in spite of all 
the positive and negative demonstration of the utter futility of bureau- 
cratic methods in combating an acute crisis, the Ministry still persists in 
that same method. 

We have had a lengthy disquisition on how the Government has tackled 
the manifold problems that have brought misery, dest notion and death 
in Bengal. The Finance Minister may exult at the second famine not 
having broken out in 1944 but he has failed to satisfy us that with a less 
fortunate crop situation the spectre of famine may not reappear again. 
The boastful claim of the Hon’ble Finance Minister that by careful planning 
and effective execution of the threefold programme of production, procure- 
ment and distribution of food the Government has redeemed the pledge is 
wholly untenable and will not stand scrutiny. The Bengal Budget discloses 
, an absolute want of definite plan and programme of action except careful 
planning in one direction, namely, multiplication of Government. Deport- 
ments and recruitment of staff, high and low, and a few foreign experts but 
without any definite scheme for effectively utilising them. 

The salient features of the Government plan for increasing food produc- 
tion are Grow More Focal scheme, Fisheries Development scheme. Livestock 
Replenishment Scheme and (Von Statistics scheme. In all these schemes 
there is one thing certain and that is that the Government wil not succeed 
in tackling any of these problems successfully. My reason for this certainty 
is not a prophetic vision hut the very method of tackling them, that is, by 
creating more and still more posts, bureaucratic method of executing them 
and their utter estrangement from the people. We find as a result *of this 
boastful planning and effective execution of the programme of production 
even according to Government the crop outturn is only 84 per cent, tin's year 
and one can safely assert that it is not more than 80 per cent. We all know 
that seeds were not available when required and the scheme of production 
was hampered due to want of co-ordination between the different Depart- 
ments of Government, particularly between Irrigation and Agriculture 
Departments. We also know that each district was allotted a lakh of rupees 
to be spent on small irrigation works to augment food production but only 
about five lakhs out of it was actually spent whether properly or not we 
have yet to know. 

It is typical of the Government mentality that in discussing all these 
schemes the first worry of the Finance Minister has been the difficulty of 
setting up the requisite Department. May I give one illustration and* the 
supporters of more establishments will kindly note including the Leader 
of the European Group? The Hon’ble Finance Minister has mentioned 
amongst the schemes about distribution of specially designed Persian wheels 
for irrigation. A glance at page 440 of the Blue Book shows that cost of 
Persian wheels are estimated at Rs. 62,000 but the costs of establishment 
for distribution are Rs. 48,000 in 1945-46 in addition to Rs. 29, 0(H) provided 
m the current year. Thus for distribution and demonstration of Persian 
wheels worth Rs. 62,000 establishment costs amount to Rs. 77, 000. 

Mr. Ispahani may perhaps help. I do net find him here. He could 
have told us why Persian wheels proved so cosily to Bengal finance. 

The Government has collected experts from New' Zealand and from 
England. A grand scheme has been set up for training up 300 additional 
persons for the Agriculture Department. The Government finds it difficult 
to get 123 new persons for the Fisheries Department. They have not con- 
sidered what little the 400 o^ 500 additional job holders can do. Sir, it is 
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not a question of 500 persons, the problem is too big, for 500 or even 5,000 
Indian job holders trained in all the mysteries of Agriculture and Piscicul- 
ture to tackle. The problem is too big for them to tackle. Nothing short 
of 60 million Bengalees will be needed to solve this problem of adequate 
food production. The 300 additional men, the additional departments and 
the foreign experts working their brains to their fullest capacity will make 
little difference to the total output of food in Bengal. It will not make 
any difference even if the Government subsequently set up another depart- 
ment to ascertain and remedy the causes which prevent the increase of food 
production in spite of the strengthening of the Agricultural Department 
and so on ad infinit/um. 

What will, however, do the trick even with much less numerous staff is 
a trunk appeal to the patriotism of the people. Tell them in a language 
they understand that by growing more food they are fulfilling the patriotic 
duty of saving the province and the heritage which this province has 
received from generations of her illustrious children. Tell them that by 
growing more food they help to keep alive the burning urge for freedom 
which is extinguished by the demoralising and disintegrating effects of 
famine and you will find a substantial increase in food production will 
definitely result. The same remarks appl^ to the othei schemes. ()m» v 
word about the Livestock Replenishment Scheme. The cattle purchase loan 
has been an uller farce. According to a long venerated and immutable 
practice, Ihe Government usually advance Rs, 21) oi thereabouts as loan 
for Ihe purpose of cattle. It has been nothing to them that cattle price* 
have gone up to about Rs. 200 to Rs. 300 a head and that the old scale oi 
loans are ridiculously inadequate. Practice is practice and bureau cram i< 
bu reuucracy. This much about Grow More Food scheme. 

Sir. the Finance Minister has stated that the Rehabilitation Scheme 
aims i^t providing the more enduring benefits in addition to the short term 
benefits derived from the other schemes. 1 can do nothing better *han to 
stale some fads which will tell their own story. Aceoiding to reliable 
statisticians one crorc ot Bengalees out oi (j crore and 30 lacs were thrown 
out into the streets as a result of the famine. Of these, thanks to tlq> Th- 
ciene\ of Ihe Ministry, 35 lakhs have perished, 05 lakhs ate still helpless 
destitutes. Of these 15 lakhs are rural artisan* ami fishermen, 25,000 are 
school teachers, another 15 lakhs are peasants with small holdings and the 
rest uhout 30 lakhs are landless labourers and poor middle class families. 
Again, of the estimated figure of SO lakhs plough cattle of this province 
20 to 25 per cent, have died or have been slaughtered leaving a deficiency 
of at least 10 lakhs it not 20 lakhs. The ten lakhs of houses will lme to he 
rebuilt and 30,000 big boats will have to be reconstructed even without 
counting the small boats that need ulso be supplied. 

Can the Ministry even with all its swollen head claim that their Reh ibi- 
litatiou Scheme provides for all these or even a bare fraction of these? If 
you examine the provisions for rehabilitation it becomes at once clear that it 
docs not touch even the fringe of the problem. The Ministry on the con- 
trary by its policy of drift is increasing the number of destitutes everv day. 
The stoppage of supply of yarn is swelling the number of destitutes 
amongst the handlooni weavers in Bengal. The province is faced with an 
acute cloth crisis. The Ministry should have organised and augmented the 
production at least of coarse cloth for the poor. 

There is a centre in the subdivision of Nurayunganj in the district of 
Duron called Baburhut known as the Manchester of Bengal , where al out 
40, 000 hand loom weavers w’eave dhoties , s (trees and hmgees with coarse yarns 
which supply the needs of the poorer section in the East Bengal districts. 
The Ministry has shown a callous indifference towards them. I am sure a 
good eupply of coarse yarn could easily be arranged if the Ministry sincerely 
and honestly tried. In this connection I may tell the House that at & 
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conference over yarn convened by the Minister of Civil Supplies the pro- 
prietor of a yarn mill in Bengal who produced coarse yarns complained 
that a heavy quantity of their coarse yarns were frozen but no arrangements 
for distribution of those bales of yarn were made, nor permits were issued 
to send to Bihar where these were in demand. The next day a pafty offered 
to take those frozen coarse yarn for helping these handloom weavers of 
Baburhat and another indigenous industry in writing to the Hon' Me 
Minister of Civil Supplies, as also to the Chairman of the Provincial 
Textile Board but no reply was received. Eventually it transpired that 500 
bales of coarse yarn have been permitted to be sent out of this province. 
Being taxed about it, the Party was informed by tile Hon’ble Minister of 
the Civil Supplies that he was making an enquiry into the matter but that 
enquiry has either not been undertaken at all nor has been finished during 
the last ji months. If after such happenings poor hand-loom weavers and 
the public feel that the freezing of yarns are done for some ulterior benefit 
and not for the benefit of the poor weavers will they not be justified Y 

Time at my disposal is limited, otherwise 1 could tell the House that 
the cloth famine is also due to the failure and unwillingness on the part of 
the Ministry to ration whatever supply is available. My information is 
that though no cloth or sarees are available in the shops there are in Bengal 
about 1(1, (MX) bales of cloth some frozen and some in the hands of persons 
who are friendly to those who enjoy the confidence of the Textile Comhnis- 
eioner and the Minister of the Ci\il Supplies. The constantly changing 
and none too clear policy of the Civil Supplies Department in regard to 
cloth and yarn is making the task of rehabilitation more and more difficult 
and adding to the untold miseries of the people. 

Sir. the rehabilitation work at present is [imposed to be carried out 
through the Union Boards and the Circle Officers. We are painfully 
conscious that the Union Boards unfortunately are mostly composed oi self- 
seekers who are more interested to please the Circle Officers or the Subdi vi- 
sional Officers (ban to serve the people of the unions. This became demons- 
trably (deal during famine relief work when the Union Boards signally 
failed. This is one reason for the slow progress in rehabilitation work in 
this province. 

Unless a total effort of the entire population of this province is harnessed 
it is impossible to make any progress in rehabilitation work. If effective 
work is desired you must have a Provincial Board consisting of •opresen- 
tatives of all parties and groups to handle this problem, und devise ways 
and means. You must have local committees consisting of popular and 
patriotic men approved by the Provincial Board to execute this work. The 
colossal task of rehabilitation cannot he left to job-holders and paid officers 
already over-worked and over-burdened. The tusk is too great for them. Tf 
the present policy is continued rehabilitation work will make no progress, 
blit on the contrary the burden of debt on this province will go on increas- 
ing and the province will be crushed under this burden and all hope even 
of future lehabilitation will be demolished. What is needed is co-ordiwa- 
tion, prompt action, utmost public co-operation and a total effort but thin 
the Government have failed to do up to now for reasons best known to them. 

Before I resume ray seat, I would once more warn the Ministry against 
their bureaucratic complacency. On reading the Budget one would feel 
that the Government believe that everything that should have been done, 
has been done. If anything has been left to be done it is because of the 
insurmountable obstacle to setting up the requisite department. For them 
patriotism is a force that does not exist. Indeed conscious popular effort 
is to them something extremely dangerous. This attitude may please the 
reactionaries and keep the Ministry in office for some time, vet let me warn 
the Ministers that even if they disregard this side of the House there are on 
their side of it members who place their country above salary -earning. If 
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the situation is allowed to get worse through their commissions and ommis- 
sions 1 doubt if our European friends will be able to keep them in office. 
So my advice to them is to give up the out-worn bureaucratic mentality. 
It will not serve you a bit even if you get together all the experts in the 
world toTielp you. Take the people into your confidence. Open the prison 
gates and let out the patriots who can inspire them and together let them 
work up all the schemes in the world that you can put forward and the 
success of all of them is guaranteed. You will find moreover that with a 
contented province and its people consciously supporting you, you will be 
able to disregard all vested interests and job-hunters and will keep your- 
selves in office with much less difficulty. In a word my advice to the 
Ministry is to echo a well-known proverb “Go to the folk, thou dullard”. 
(Applause from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. PAT! RAM RAY : "■OwT* trvm ! fa-ts 56 * srfro towi fot'c ro S* 

TO'wfro witv wpfftt 5*80-86 ’itwi tot f* st&pt ct towS wfaro^, status *pf- 

Tfa* ^ffawfare to TO ftro* tow® on? i fcrwm cg r tSc^H wmi wTOfai anrwttt' ^ti 
cvtrSwrw *rfaa tTt fro arrtrwi ?trw vvt wrw* wfaro ah foft wf ro i re t 
Yffcn fcforo to f^^cw cro*] w i tr«r%w «f5i*«r* tot, towh wf% wfaro 

tot, towt* wfa-fi*t wtfronw wfaro w ~* rr tot* ct alvt wpfi ftw ttts ftw 

fofa ftw*t* tjw wfam wgwti wfrcrtffi tRr** tffafafwt'cw c wrtt*vt c$t , tf w w cf 
wrrtT* arm *rf'3vi tf*ct fa ti cw wti srfarn farwo f* ft \$m* w*w a toi- 

▼fit® wTtt^tr* fcw* ^rotf wtrot fan favr^i TOretwfrw ffa ft wfan fa tr**T*$TOt 
favtfk^R i fcTOwttw fajfa ttfaw tfam wfcfars stntcsn i writ wi sfavrc wp f * 
TO'wft* trroraw fa to wfafars wfarrt i 

4* ft-TOif* wn fan wfarw to sir cv ft wfamr wfwt^wi ?r ^ c*y*ffa cwftwi— 
( 5 ) trvtm ft crt* wfaro *w t?*, to (\ ) toi toi t\, ct*fTfat ^rfkt ti ; *rc»* ft wfan 
fayf*R *t-wTwn Oott wro tfvfa € rvtiro* to, cwt n ft $ cm wfro ztn n i 
wrfwwi mttv* vpr^fa totto cwrt irttm fart* w* fat ?kwi ^t'cadrc* ftro* tow® 
▼faracro i to$ foft to wr*^ “wtfas wr* ail fat ttfat ti tot? w ft m ti” i 
?t v *»mr wtv cvfarofa-- 

5*85-8^ TO 80 Cftff 08 9TW *0 VTWtil, 5*8^-80 TO 8S Oflf 00 W* 5* 5TVR 
5*8088 TO 5^* CWrfS ^6 »Tf 65 !W, 5*88-80 TO W C^flP 6^ *T* VtWTi. 
5*80-86 TO 5** CVtlti 88 *T* ** VtWT* I 

^ a o «t wm erf), ^ trfo frtt ^tfarrt w ctt“> mr, ®tpi tr?R tr^ i 

5*«6 TO* 05ci TO stffart cto TOrt «ft^TO 5 * c*Tfc Sm i & cvtrt *n 
^ crtfS Sfai to TOtvrt tot mfatro i rfiwt tfam TOr* ^ orrfS Sm? fafaro 

ftwT ctf) wfam i fa* TO 51 crtiS Smt ori ^jvt jr* ^rw aufawcf 

5[j5f cro *p*fa TOn ttTv ^ 1 vrSfars cvttv vt^rtt or^fan ftm fifaw 
•ftW It* vflf* TO TO t.’TJft' rfSn ^ I 

4 jtt cto ctr<r wfTO rto to ftfacv cron strsr fa^ tow *fa*i ttpm 
faro *tv fat Sronr *ran ffa to stro 1 ^3? cro cro wfTO cto ofavrro tot'ctc*^! 
*ttw TO 4lTO trfTO Ct fY Ct tT^ ft 4 elf* WTO V?Wtf 

, ftTO , wtro Smi wfars ?tcv i wirwY TOm ^ to wfwi TOro trfa ct, f Y cv cro crot 

rtcro TOT fY t:w tT’TO TOv? WTTO'TOt wfaff] W1TO 5TTO ?tcf, 4 Si TO *£/ TO1 1 

ftsfl ^5t'C*C«Sf TOTO faTOt TOT-TOTO TOTO CTOTO fa*R* CflS CWTf SfWI — 5*80- 

88 * 5*88-80 ft ft VTO 5t CWlf StWI, TO TOTtt ^TO Oil CWT$ StWl ?tR I ^ C*ltW- 

TOf tow cto tfar® *i r 5*80 tow cwf! to tffcwfafro 5*88 tow to to faro faf 
fllffaw WWTI TO TO' TOW1 WIWT1 ft 5 ltw TOTO TO ^ faw <Wt WTOfCTO WtW TOTOW 
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m* i C5tii ftim-fu fw¥tfc wtro c smvMtcn !I fan 5tt* f¥f%m%*R i >*88 
men mwtew 5 t$*r gfc w*t ^ fct¥i mfwmfsm to wilt cro cmwtrw 5^10 ntm wn fwaw 
wftift* 1 wnw« cromw «jww wwi wt* wft cwr r writ 4cw«frm witow faffr fciwiov^ 
fclwn ¥fmn fw*w ¥ffstin 1 fnn mrwtw wfwr mwmfhr faw* wtos m f^ftwi mtnft fawt 
stre fVfac^ rten 45 fcfwt wm 5*3 m 1 w^wito m wfwm, m y swittw fwwft rtra 
rnfcn fwdmn mnwtw ¥wtw to totJI srfro cwtfc fctn cronr* wtatrf 4 m c w l w m mw 
mm mtmw mc^ t»j> cwrlfc £rm owm i 

wnmw 4 * wm$ fmsw nronin tftm% wnm* j:nr. f^mTYf^s «rf*i *nftwtftw wpt-^fwwtw 

SRT, OT WT3m 4 m ot°T *fWTW emm^ mflll CWSWl W$tW Wfall I ¥W5 C?Wl iftrSCW mWftW 

¥fwm ^cww vm 4 $ mrornw fnotm ernmw *tw m^mw jiw-mfwyr. ¥otw-w»it>q fiR ffa mfipwi 
5 f%mr* 1 4 * fwsw ifmn m;mw ^w-wmpm wfi *m 5 to wfw <$fm *j?fws wwtw wtm 
m mi oti mfw ifros 5 ft cw 4 $ fmsw mmw nwiifvsi f% ? 4 t mrwiiw fmstrmr 
Wrt5f*t 5$T3 fmpSW ¥<5T#t *ftTO (Wl *[W *ftCTO 4 m t}T5T¥ ntHffl CWt JW, CWlPt IJWTjfW 

¥iwm? 5famc$ ^tn wro I m?i cwfamff w^mw mftas frfcfmre cmr^i ctffro*fc %*r 
mm mrm vfa cro wfmn wtm fM, 5% cro w*rv cro fim tjfwtcww Sniftn m, mw 
m^fft fistn cmmi *nr rtzv ori *mr ci ^ mam enrn S fS mcg \ ci fmstm m^rnw ^ 
irf^g ifi =n -am mm \f% ?u c*ft fmst^rf m:m nfaro 

n mfirn fa 1 4$ to wn 4T^ fms ntrf — cifri if»nn mfms 1 

<4$ fastis ^ 4 -ftotci m fo nwm? fiotc^ cmmrmr^t w^ 7 T 5 Ti-^htoi man rn^ftrn f*rmr^i 

4^ wft fioT^ft rnfarct ^fnm Rsm iSni 

4i* imrft m;nn ^ ^ i^to* tfim iPm 1 tftRf-w mwero ?ftrs 4^ ^rtitcn 
ci rniHT nfirmn ny' mi *m ?tmc 5 wi tjTRf-rf ifii^ to ftfcms nroi fi«nr 1 4 * 

men cmfc ^ > 0,000 fifnv 1 crorm ifimc^ tfti 80 mf cto cito 

4 $ m? ci ms mmm tje^ic^ fro5m irfici=f 1 5*rfe isto wizwm, 6*i2 5;:t* 
fsrmi 4 m wit ftn-mm mrr§ , 4^®f3T ^f%m fmn c¥!?Ti ^iT-Prmn cmrni rnmn gfrmnj 1 
^mrs ms entrw mmr itus mfro mw'^rf^r mn mm mt— 6 r ooo cmcrni tftus 
TO, ^ emt^ m 1 m'K !>oo «r Toot mi 5 tow wmi itrf, wwfil ^ 
tow fn ?ftcw ? ft nfwrn oti i:j ffa Tf w^cw oti ^fro nrfw m 1 

immffw fwro mwtrm nm cw mm itro mm* $ 4 ift m wfw c*rm mw 1 cm^ 
ftfrvrnr mn wooers tos wtojto, aoevs tos 4m 88^-cws tos ^o2 wpi- 
ernm itmr^ 1 m'rs 4t mr wtwtft wprmror 4w wro cmfc ^^, 6^0 m cwr^ftw mwri- 
wtes to 1 mar mrmftifj cwt^ ^ mw to mm m*mw mrj mi 

mr^ S^rfari mmw cmrww mwnrsfn wfnm m*mw m ^rfR mm^ft mfimcflpr 1 

^tw nw “¥mr m^s” <it TOrtrow wm 5^8>g» men wn xftro > entf ; w$ m 
8 a men wtw itmew 5 c*Tft 5 ^ mw ^rm, 5 }> 8 c- 8 \b men mrm wm sftwte^ wtwtw &rm 1 4 ^ 
mmn fcrm mnm^a wn m 5 tm wftew ¥W 5 T#temr crsui 1 mwm cwTto nft cw ^ 

^rwn rnnen nmw m^rernw wro wn w^ m rSm wHrwft ^jfwe^ft wms ^rwi wjw ?tm mw 1 

(At tli it* stage the House adjourned for Jo miuutes.) 

( After adjournment.) 

Dr. SANAULLAH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I don’t propose to take 
up mu«h of the valuable time of the House, hut I wish to bring out one fart 
prominently before the honourable meinl>ers. In season and out of season 
we have been talking of corruption and coiruption and nothing else. How 
are we to deal with corruption and how are we to get rid of corruption Y In 
the Hon’ble Minister’s Budget we find there is no provision made for atiy 
religious education, not to speak of any s]H?cial grant to madrasahs which 
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irowrl religious education. We know that the appointing authorities look 
down upon candidates who possess honesty and who have got a religious 
trend of mind. 1 know as a fact— and m this my honourable friend Mr. S. 
Islam will hear me out— that when a young Muslim with beard appeared 
before an appointing authority he was simply dismissed because he looked 
older than his age. That was his disqualification. 1 think that represen- 
tations were made to the authorities concerned in this connection, but with 
what result I do not know. It is a plain fact that the appointing authorities 
apparently want so-called smart and dishonest men. Where can we find 
honest men for our administrative services:*' With the meagre income 
which the provincial service men are getting, they cannot make an honest 
living. They must have recourse to bribes. They cannot but have recourse 
to bribery and other corrupt practices. In order to combat that idea, we 
shall have to disabuse our mind and publicly declare that there is no dis- 
tinction between private character and public character of a man. The 
distinction that is sought to be drawn between private character and public 
character is a satanic division and is a misconception. How can a man who 
could not save his soul from eternal perdition save others? Therefore a man 
who does not possess integrity and honesty in his personal character cannot 
be trusted witn any public office whatsoever. That should be the criterion 
applied in the selection of personnel for administrative posts. This satanic 
distinction like western culture has been ingrained in our minds and is 
trotted out in season and out of season. We are told “you must not mix up 
public character with private character, you are not concerned with my 
personal character, that is a matter concerning only myself; whatever I 
tike I may do in the secrecy of my private chamber and with that you are 
not concerned; you are simply concerned with my public life”. That is a 
satanic division. We must once for all disabuse our mind of that and 
publicly suy that we do not make any differentiation or distinction between 
private unci public character of a man. Then and then alone we can hope 
tor some silver lining in the midst of these darkening clouds. Otherwise 
we shall be involved i|i a rather vicious circle. There will be corruption 
beginning from the Hon’hle Minister down to the village ehowkidar and 
there is corruption. 1 can say without any tear of contradiction that 99 
per cent, of the police officers are corrupt. 1 am not in the least exaggerat- 
ing the position. If any of the Hon’ble Ministers want to know how far my 
statement is true, they may go out incognito and see for themselves how 
rampant are bribery and corruption. If they come with me, I can show 
them what their police are doing. Kver\ evening in the Sealdah market, 
they collect one orange from every vendor. The vendors are afraid of 
refusing them because once they get into the bad books of the police, they 
will be finished. So, I emphasise this fact we should disabuse our mind of 
the distinction drawn between public and private life. If a man is good 
in his private life, be must be a good man in his public life as well and we 
should be prepared to support him. But all persons of doubtful character 
in private life we should boycot. In fine. Sir, let me present the present 
Ministry the famous Persian poem: — 


J?-* b 

J?) b ^ V «*)' 

Tin Hon’bl* Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
there will be two more opportunities for this House to discuss the estimates 
that are before us — first, on the occasion of the discussion and voting of the 
supplementary budget and secondly when demands for grants are moved in 
respect of the Budget for the coming year. I shall therefore on this occa- 
sion be somewhat brief at the fag end of the day. In the first instance, I 
shall deal with a minor point raised during the debates. There was a com- 
plaint about the form of the Civil estimates and the Red Book having been 
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changed. As I explained briefly in my budget statement, that change is 
onlyin apparance. It was made only with a view to paper economy ; and 
I submit that a glance through the pages of the Red Book will show that 
full details have been furnished. The change in form has been secured 
solely by compression of printed matter, and no relevant detail or explana- 
tion has been omitted or abridged. As a matter of fact, Sir, when I was 
told about the proposed change of form, I apprehended not that there would 
he less useful materials in these publications hut that the compression of 
printing might be inconvenient for members. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What has been the saving Y 


The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI; Saving in terms of 
money has beeu very little but in quantity of paper there has been much 
saving. I myself saw the Red Book and the Blue Book just a week before 
they were made available to honourable members and to my great sati&foc- 
tion found the compression and reduced size had not caused inconvenience 
in reading. Sir, that is a somewhat minor point. 

The House naturally was anxious for more light on the “trading losses’* 
in the Civil Supplies Department. I believe theie was an expression of 
opinion from all sides of the House that these trailing lossess should be more 
fully explained. I shall not usurp the function of my honourable colleague, 
the Minister tor Civil Supplies, and try to explain everything for the 
simple reason that he is tar more competent to do it than l am, ami also 
because, he would inevitably have to answer these questions during the next 
four weeks. I will just refer to one thing. I have stated that the Govern- 
ment of India have as recently ns last January offered to share our trading 
losses and their proposal is that they should go fiO-50 with us. The impli- 
cations of that proposal are still under discussion and that is why I was not 
more explicit about it. When the Hon’ble Member in churge of Food in 
the Government of India came here in Januury, lie proposed to discuss it 
with the authority of the Central Finance Department. Now it will be 
agreed that the Govern mflpt of India must have counted their costs in 
going to share with us and 1 think that by itself js a guarantee that they 
were not very much in the way of losses through negligence. Sir, 
I have from time to time received figures of losses and I am free to confess 
that sometimes I have been perturbed by the figures, hut if we consider the 
losses due to subsidized food and deliberate devaluation of stocks, the balance 
is comparatively small and bears a small proportion to the ammints involved 
in the trading operations. I believe I am right in saying that the losses 
due to deterioration or losses during transit amount to* somewhere between 
fjjye and ten per cent. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: They are not included at all. 

TM Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: They are included; 
undoubtedly, they are included in the trading losses. The amounts look 
colossal; a loss of three crores may sound fantastic, but when it relates to 
outlays of seventy or eighty crores it does not amount to very great mis- 
Vui n ^f 0 -* t j e ir a< ^ n £ operations. As I said earlier, I shall leave to my 
Hdn ble friend, Mr. Suhrawardy, to explain in greater detail the losses in 
the trading operations. 

^ • no *J con \ e to a matter to which my honourable friend, 
Mr. Gladding, devoted the greater part of his speech. I am grateful to him 
not merely for having put forward the suggestion that more assistance 
should be forthcoming from the Centre but also for having given some 
valuable suggestions. ' 

* Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What about Mr. Walker? 
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TH§ Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, I would like 
affain to repeat that financial allocation of revenues between the Centre and 
the province has been very inequitable. It has operated to the detriment 
of Bengal because while the Niemeyer Report itself takes account of the fact 
flhat the large population of Bengal complicates her financial problem, 
there is no evidence in the Award itself that they have taken this fact into 
aerious consideration in making their Award. In fact, what is the position? 
The position is that Bombay is able to spend and has been for some time 
able to spend more than double of what we have been able to spend per 
head of population in social services like Education, Sanitation, etc. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: They have not got a Premier’s House 
there as here. 


The Honflle Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: The population 
factor has certainly complicated our position. Now, it is often said that 
Bengal has not taxed herself. My honourable friend, Mr. Gladding, remind- 
ed me of a portion of the Hon’ble Sir Jeremy Raisman’s speech in the 
Central Assembly last year when he said that he had no sympathy for a 
Finance Minister who would not tax his people. Sir, in broad principle 
I accept that. But I deny, deny very firmly, that Bengal has not taxed 
herself. After all, here we have an incidence of statistics, and where 
apologies lie, it is often trotted out that the per capita incidence of taxation 
in Bengal is very much lower than, say, in Bombay, it is probably the 
lowest among the major provinces in India. But that is no indication of 
the burden of taxation on the people. Sir, there are well-known scientific 
methods of calculating the burden or what Economists would call the 
severity of taxation. It is obvious that with such a large population a 
larger proportion of people would be below the taxable capacity and in the 
figures I have worked out I find that there is only one other province where 
the burden of taxation is heavier than in Bengal, namely, Madras; and 1 
think in Madras this is due to the particular way in which one tax is operat- 
ing. There muv be other contributory factors. ] have not yet got any 
of the provincial budgets for 1945-4G; 1 think even when the 1945-4G figures 
are obtained it will be found that Madras alone is ahead ot Bengal in the 
matter of burden of taxation. I believe this; I say this on the floor of the 
House for the simple reason that propaganda has been sedulously carried 
on at the Centre that Bengal has failed to tax herself. This may appear 
to be a somewhat odd thing to say, especially during Budget discussions 
for a man who happens at the moment to hold the position of the Finance 
Minister of the Province; for obviously one in niv place has to look out tor 
further augmentation of the revenues and therefore for the strengthening 
of the case for Bengal. But justice demands that we should look at thq 
picture as a whole. 


It is possible that we may be able to do something with the Sales Tax 
without violating our basic policy of not taxing the essentials of life. The 
Sales Tax is a most wonderful tax. I do not know who invented it. I have 
not seen it attributed to any particular individual but it came into existence 
immediately after the last war; and in Soviet Russia— the last figures 
know about the Budget of Soviet Russia are for 19-17— nearly 80 per cent, 
of the total revenues that year came out of the turn-over tax which is basica% 
the same as our Sales Tax. That tax has great possibilities. ¥ 


Now, Sir, I feel that we have made out as strong a case as possible for 
assistance from the Centre. Mr. Gladding wants to be assured that we 
have reduced all our arguments to paper. Words, figures, charts graphs 
haTe all been pressed into service in our representation to the Government 
of India I only differ from him in one slight respect. Mr. Gladding 
looks to Sir Archibald Rowlands to save us. Well, I know Sir Archibald 
Rowlands, when he assumes his high office in Delhi, with a first hand 
knowledge of the conditions in Bengal, will probably be in a better position 
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to judge our case, but I do not see any reason why the present Finance 
Member, Sir Jeremy Raisman, should not be able really to appreciate the 
problems of Bengal. It may however be that Sir Jeremy Raisman is very 
busy just now and that before he quits office he may not have time to fully 
stuay our case. 

Mr. D. N. Sen thought that I had been asking for Just another ex gratia 
grant. Sir, I am not doing that. I have already indicated in my Budget 
Speech and I have also indicated this evening the way my mind has been 
been working in approaching this question. It may be that in a settlement 
which will be considered fair to Bengal there will have to be an element 
of direct subvention, but that is not exactly what I really want. I want 
a comprehensive settlement. I want Bengal to be assisted to a position 
from which she will be able to face the post-war world with greater 
confidence. 


1 was asked bv the Hon’ble Leader of the European Party “What about 
your po9t-war plans . v " Sir, it is true that our post-war plans are not ready 
yet, and this is not surprising at all. The departments concerned mainly 
with post-war planning have been overwhelmed with work during the last 
two years and the Government of India have allowed us time up to the end 
of April. It is no use sending plans which are immature or ill-considered. 
The Post-War Reconstruction Department is a co-ordinating department. 
Plans come from other departments relating to their own activities; they 
have to he vetted by the Post-War Reconstruction Department. 1 do not 
think there has been any undue delay in the preparation of these plans. It 
may be said that Bombay had her plans ready. (Dr. Naijnaksha Banyal : 
All provinces.) Bombay is at a greater advantage compared to us. Bombay’s 
industrial planning was there already. She had only to expand her notions 
about industrial advancement. I have read their official report to the 
Government of India and I am not sure that their plans are so very wonder- 
ful. I think it would be wiser for us to send plans really suited to the condi- 
tions of Bengal. 1 do not want to say much ou that item this evening 
because the Hon’ble Minister in charge will probably on another occasion 
enlighten the House more fully. 


Sir I have nearly finished. I cannot accept the sweeping remarks about 
the wholesale corruption amongst our officers although it is quite possible 
that with the large number of temporary officers who have been rppointcd 
there have been some elements of corruption. It must he realised that in 
the execution of many of our plans there are large number of non-officials 
associated with our officers, and what has happened as a result of the war 
?k- a i r ??- °* the * ndation tbe stimulation of the profit incentive. I 
think the impact of that has been very serious both on the movable of 
the People and on the social life, as we all know. That is undoubtedly 
xrue, hut that was to some extent unavoidable in a province where there has 

w a ?Jf r ^o7 ar T eX i ,e ^ dlture andwhere therefore the effect of the inflation 
“j/ 1 Bat * lnflat ion means that new money is unevenly distributed it 

own trZJ e an y H n r P ” oh ““* P°T er ereat t d ^ Government for their 
own purpose, and I can only hope that we shall emerge from this ureat 

Z; i » 81 ^* SO w eWhat 8hak eo but more firmly resolved To make ourTwn 
Smistic Or Cd °r rtUnitie8 - That is my hope. Iam noUery 
Lpossible'bodfcet 2 ^ * eem *° mewhat S loom y but it is not an 


Mr. .Gladding quoted certain remarks of the Hon'ble Sir Jeremv 
Raisman about tie financial position of Bengal. He said from the fiS 

Jhat Bengal sTows d ^v n0t *7 * ° f ^krupu-y. I have neveSafd 
that Bengal snows any symptoms of bankruptcy. All I say is that due to 

‘“"'“iiy “ d “<»»"■*“%, W u,.t oi u>. <5w 

Id 
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Sir, the hour is late and I hope honourable members will go back home 
and go to sleep with the feeling that after all things are not so bad in 
Bengal and that there is the cause for hope of redemption. (Applause from 
Coalition benches.) 

Adjournment 

The House was then adjourned at 7-30 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 28th February, 1945, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 
28th February, 1945, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and 168 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

(SuppiemefiUrits to Stirred question No. 76 held over from the 27th 

February, 1SS5.) 

Mr. CHARU CHANORA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us when this question was received by his department for answer ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. 11th of February, 1943. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us whether he thinks that it is too small a time to pet a report about 
Bibhuti Bhusan Bhattacharya? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : I do not follow what the honourable 
member means by “too small a time”. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us when does he expect the report about Bibhuti Bbusan Bhattacnarya? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say when the report is 
expected, but if the honourable member desires that the matter should be 
expedited, that can be done. 

Security prisoner Mr. Prafulla Chandra Chakravarty suffering from 
% eye troubles. 

•77. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact — 

(t) that Mr. Prafulla Chundra Chakravarty of Comilla town, at present 
a security prisoner detained in the Rajshahi Central Jail, has 
lost one of his eyes from an attack of optic atrophy and the other 
eye has also been threatened; and 

(it) that the Superintendent of the Rajshahi Central Jail has strongly 
recommended on medical ground for his release and in the alter- 
native for his transfer to the Calcutta Medical College for proper 
treatment? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the affirmative, will the Bon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the date when the recommendation has been made ; and 
(«) whether any action has up to this time been taken on the recom- 
mendation ? 

' (c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether be is consider- 

ing the desirability of releasing him without any further delay? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Naziimiddin) S (a)(i) My information is that the prisoner is suffering 
from partial atrophy of the left eye with paralysis of the left external rectus 
muscle of the eyeball with the result that his vision of the left eye is almost 
lost. The vision of his right eye is normal. 

(n) and ( b ) ( i ) The Jail Superintendent never recommended his lelease 
but recommended his transfer to a Calcutta jail for better medical arrange- 
ments and that on the 8th December, 1944. 

(ii) Orders have already been issued to get the prisoner transferred to 
the Presidency Jail, Calcutta. 

(c) No. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether he has already been transferred to the Presidency 
J ail H 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon 'ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether his treatment has already begun or not? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was getting his treatment there, 
but I do not know whether he has been transferred to the Presidency Jail 
already or not, for which question I have already asked for notice. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us the exact date on which the order was passed for his transfer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On the 17th January, 1945. 

Mr. BA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not the policy of Government to release 
prisoners on medical grounds? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sometimes releases are made on 
medical grounds, but in this case, there is no justification for release. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Does not the Hon’ble Minister 
think that if the prisoner is set at liberty, he can look after the treatment 
of his lost eye as far as possible and also look after the protection of his 
other eye? , 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in such cases the question of release is determined 
or decided upon on the reports of the Jail Superintendent alone? 

Khali Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The reports of the Medical Board 
and the Jail Superintendent are always taken into consideration by Govern- 
ment when determining the question of release on medical grounds. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Since the Hon’ble Minister has 
replied that the Jail Superintendent did not recommend his release, did 
Government consider the desirability of having the matter further examined 
by the Medical Board? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. That question never arose, 
because his health or rather his life was never in jeopardy. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it the Government’s policy that 
unless the life of the prisoner is in jeopardy, there will be no question of 
release taken up? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is one of the criteria. 
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%. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government consider the desirability of having his 
eye examined by a Medical Board or by other medical authorities with a view 
to come to a decision as to whether the release of the prisoner will facilitate 
the treatment of his eye ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was given the best treatment 
available locally. Now he has been transferred to a Calcutta Jail and the 
best treatment that can be given to anybody would be given to him. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who was the eye expert and under whose treatment he was 
kept so long? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state under which expert he is going to be placed now? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say that. But certainly 
the eye specialists who examine the security prisoners will examine this 
prisoner also. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sider the desirability of ascertaining from the Jail authority as to whether 
the treatment of the security prisoner will be better in the hospital or it will 
be better if he is set at liberty and goes to a change? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That can he ascertained. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he will consider the desirability of allowing the patient to get 
himself treated by a doctor of his own choice at Government cost? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot answer that question off- 
hand, but if any representation to that effect is made, Government can con- 
sider that question. 


Daath of Pitambar Mandal, a political prisoner. 

•78. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Pitambar Mandal of village Tepukharia, district Dinajpur, 
a political prisoner of Balurghat case lodged in the Rajshahi Central Jail, 
died on the 16th November, HH4, in the Jail Hospital? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) what was the nature of his disease; 

(ti ) when it was first detected ; 

(m) when it w'as considered serious; 

(ir) when he was transferred to hospital; 

(v) whether the relations were informed, if so, when; 

(ri) why he was not transferred to Calcutta for treatment by a specialist; 
and 

(rtt) whether the Jail Authorities took any steps for bis release, if so, 
when ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of tha Hon’ble Khwaja 
•ir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

,(b) (t) Tuberculosis of the lungs. 

(u) and (ir) On the 3rd October, '1 944. 
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(Hi) On .the 21st October, 1944. 

(v) Yes, on the 21st October, 1944. 

(vi) Arrangement was made for the prisoner’s transfer to Sun Jail in 
accordance with the provision of rule 1242 of the Bengal Jail Code, Volume 
I (7th Edition), a copy of which is in the Library. But the transfer could 
pot be effected as he was not fit for travel. 

(vii) No, prisoners in danger of death from sickness due to infectious 
disease are not eligible for premature release under Jail Code Buies 591 and 
592. 

Shooting of a villager at Minianda in Tippora district by a foreigner. 

♦79. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact — 

( i ) that one Jagabandhu Sen of village Manianda, police-station 
Kasba, in the district of Tippera, received a gunshot wound on 
the 17th of October, 1944, at a place close to Paghachang rail- 
way station in the subdivision of Brahmanbaria, from the gun of 
an American soldier; and 

( U ) that he died on the same date P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken to place the offender 
under trial? 

(c) Is it a fact — 

(t) that the name of offender has been brought to the notice of the 
District Magistrate; and 

(it) that the widow of the deceased Jagabandhu Sen has petitioned to 
the District Magistrate for grant of a lump compensation and 
for monthly allowance for the family? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what compensation, if any, has been allowed and what 
monthly allowance has been granted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwafa 
Sir Nazimuddin): (n)(t) Yes. 

(i7) He died on the 18th October. 1944. 

(b) Police investigation is still proceeding in conjunction with the 
Administrative Commandant, Tajgaon. 

(c) Yes. . . 

(d) The matter has been taken up with the U.S.A. Army authorities. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether the investigation has been completed by this time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us what was the reason for this delay in the completion of the 
investigation when, as a matter of fact, the name of the person from whose 
gunshot the person died was made known to the District Magistrate imme- 
diately after? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The name was left by the party of 
soldiers, but it has to be verified, and therefore a reference has been made 
to the Administrative Commandant, Tajgaon. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why so much delay has been caused in investigating into the com- 
plaint, that is, three to four months? 
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Kiwi Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There has not been an y unusual delay. 
Tna#erson who was injured was taken to a hospital at Agartala and the news 
of hip death was not received in due course. There was some delay in the 
receipt of the news as the matter had to be taken up again with the Army 
authorities. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: In view of the fact that the name 
was made known to the authorities immediately after and was known on 
the 17th October who actually caused the death, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why there was delay in the matter of investigation? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already replied that the 
name was not known. The name was left by a party of soldiers there with 
the station master or the assistant station master, but that name has to be 
verified. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the British Court is competent to try any such case? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of answer (d) that the 
matter has been taken up with the U. S. A. Army authorities, are we to 
understand that the Government of Bengal have forwarded their recom- 
mendations to the U. S. A. Army authorities asking for compensation? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether compensation will be paid by the U. S. A. authori- 
ties or the British authorities? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: U S. A. authorities 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal has formulated its demand 
so far as the amount of compensation is concerned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Who is the assessing authority? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The District Magistrate. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: What is the amount that has been 
recommended by the Government of Bengal to the U. S. A. authority? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The District Magistrate has sug- 
gested a lump sum grant of Its. 1,000 or in the alternative a pension of 
Ks. 00 ner month. The Hon’ble Chief Minister who went through the file 
was of he opinion that the amount of the lump sum grant is not propor- 
tionate to the amount of monthly pension recommended and he has specially 
instructed the department to re-examine the case and to suggest a larger 
amount as a lump sum grant. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Did the Government of Bengal 
get hold of any precedents in such cases for compensation? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. EASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Did the Government of Bengal 
consult the International Law authorities outside India asking for informa- 
tion for the guidance of assessing compensation in such cases? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know. I would ask for 

notice. 
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Mr. SABANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the hon’ble member be 
pleased to consider the desirability of instructing the Government of Bengal 
lor asking for such information Trom outside India as may be available? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know whether it has 
already been done, but I feel there is no necessity for that. 

Mr. A. F. STARK. Will th$ Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider 
the desirability of making an advance to the widow in anticipation of a grant 
that will be made by the U. S. Army authorities? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government can consider that 
matter. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether the U. S. A. authorities are under compulsion to 
accept the recommendation of the British authorities? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is no question of compulsion. 

Grant of family allowanoe to soourity prisoners. 

•BO. Miss MIRA DUTTA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the following security prisoners applied several times for 

the maintenance allowance for their dependants and, if so, whether 
they have been granted any allowance, and if not, why not: — 

(i) Sj. Basanta Kumar Das — Presidency Jail, 

(ft) Sj. Jiban Kumar Ghatak — Itajshahi .Tail, 

(Hi) Sj. Promatha Nath Banerjee — Rajshahi Jail, 

(iv) Sj. Amar Gopal Nandi, m.a. Bum Dum Jail, 

(v) Sj. Bhupendra Nath Bhattacharyya — Paridpur Jail, 

(r t) Sj. Satindra Nath Neogi — Alipore Central Jail, and 
(nil) Sj. Radhika Mohan lias — Presidency Jail; 

( b ) whether it is a fact that all of the said prisoners were earning, when 

at large and contributing towards the maintenance of their fami- 
lies and dependants; and 

(c) whether it is a fact that their families and dependants have been 

deprived of their help these prisoners were rendering out of their 
earning? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) Y es; family allowances have been sanctioned in all 

the cases excepting that of Bahu Satindra Nath Neogi as he had no income 
being a mere student at the time of his arrest and is unmarried and his 
father is earning. 

(b) and (c) Yes, excepting Babu Satindra Nath Neogy referred to m 
(a) above. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the amount of allowance granted to each of the security prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Basanta Kumar Das was ori- 
ginally granted an allowance of Rs. 30 per month. It has since been 
enhanced to Rs. 60 per month. Mr. Jiban Kumar Ghatak was first sanc- 
tioned IU. 20 per month which was subsequently raised to Rs. 35 and it was 
again ^enhanced to Rs. 40 per month. Mr, Promatha Nath Banarjee was 
originally granted Rs. 25 per month. It has been increased to Rs. 35 per 
month. Mr. Amar Gopal Nandi is granted Rs. 30 per month. Bhupenara 
Nath Bhattacharyya was originally granted Rs. 10 per month and it has now 
been increased to Rs. 20 per month. Satindra Nath Neogi has not been 
granted any allowanoe. Radhika Mohan Das was originally granted Re. 00 
per month. He has now been granted Rs. 75 per month. 
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||r. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be possible for the Hon’ble 
Minister to (rive the number of dependents of each of these prisoners? 

Kh« Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Sj. Basanta Kumar Das has four sons and his wife to maintain and he is 
paying Be. 20 towards house rent? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : I have not got the particulars before 
me now. So I cannot reply. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be possible for the Hon’ble 
Minister to give us the amount which he was 'earning before bis arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

jtfr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that Ra. 60 is not 
adequate for the maintenance of five dependents, does the Hon’ble Minister 
think it desirable to further increase his allowance to Ks. 125 which be waa 
earning before his arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: As I have no particulars before me 
regarding the number of dependents I cannot answer that question and 
secondly I want to point out that the case of this prisoner, Basanta Kumar 
Das, was examined and in accordance with the liberal policy adopted by this 
Government the amount sanctioned previously was increased by hundred 
per cent. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
.lihan Kumar Ghatak has got six or seven dependents to maintain and 
Promutha Nath Banarjee has got six dependents to maintain? 

Khan Bahadur MOHMMED ALI: I have already stated that 1 do not 
know the number of dependents of these prisoners. So far as Jiban Kumar 
Ghatak is concerned, he was originally granted Ks. 20, which was increased 
to Its. -15 and his case was again considered and a further enhancement of 
Ks. 5 was granted. The amount of family allowance now granted to this 
prisoner is 11s, 40 per month. Proraatha Nath Banarjee waB originally 
granted Bs. 25. It has been increased to Hs. 05 per month now. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister think it 
desirable to reconsider his case because he has got to maintain six dependents, 
namely, his wife, three daughters, one son and an old mother? 

Khali Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Whatever may be the number of 
dependents Government are aware of the particulars and therefore all these- 
cases were considered in the light of materials available to Government and 
enhancements have been granted in all these cases of security prisoners. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that U N. 
BhatCacharyva is the eldest son and the only earning member of the family, 
does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to reconsider his case and further 
increase his allowance because he has to maintain his old mother, wife, one 
daughter and minor sisters and brothers? 

KJvan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. AH these cases were taken into con- 
sideration by Government when sanctioning increments? 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who gave the information that Satindra Nath Neogi was not earning 
before his arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That transpired as a result of th» 
'enquiry. 
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Mr. NISHITHA HATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that Satindra 
Nath Neogi was earning and supporting the family, does the Hon'bie Minister 
think it desirable to reconsider his case and grant a family allowance to him? 

KlMUl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Information of Government is other* 
wise. The information is that he was only a student. When he was 
arrested he was not earning anything and therefore no allowance was 
sanctioned in his case. 

Damage to Feni Softool Supply Agency caused by enemy air raids. 

•81. Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’bie Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state— 

(i) whether he is aware that a shop named Feni School Supply Agency 
(dealers in school and college text-books and stationery articles) 
belonging jointly to Sjs. Dhirendra Kumar Majumdar and 
Sourindra Kishore Dutta Chowdhury, security prisoners detained 
in Dum Dum Central Jail, was burnt down by Japanese air raid 
on the 1st April, 1943; 

(«) whether it is a fact that this was brought to the notice of the Gov* 
ernment by petition to the Chief Minister in May, 1943, followed 
by reminders in July, 1943, on 18th October, 1943, 29th November, 

1943, and 4th March, 1944, and by petition to the Deputy Secre- 
tary on 21st January, 1944, and 4th March, 1944, as also to the 
District Magistrate, Noakhali, on May and July, 1943, and on 
18th October, 1943, and 29th November, 1943; 

lit i) whether he is aware that the damage claimed in the petitions was 
to the extent of Rs.9,935 and that the damage has told heavily 
upon the financial condition of the families of both the security 
prisoners mentioned above; 

(iv) whether any enquiry has been made by the Government to ascertain 
the extent of the damage sustained by the owners of the shop and 
the effect thereof on the financial condition of the families of the 
owners of the shop; and 

(v) whether the owners of the shop have been informed by the District 
Magistrate of Noakhali by a memorandum, dated 2fith February, 

1944, that the payment of the condensation is under consideration 
of Government? 

\b) If the answers to (a) be in the affirmative, does the Hon’bie Minister 
propose to expedite the payment of compensation ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of tho Hon’blo Khwaja 
Dir Naiimuddi n): 1 have nothing to add to what I stated on the 23rd 
November, 1944, on the floor of this House in reply to starred question 
No, 38 by the honourable member, Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur, m.l.a. 

Supply of mat! to paasangtrt of Jagannathgani to Sarajgani Farry Steamer. 

•ML Mr. MAQBUL H08SAIN : (a) Will the Hon’bie Minister in charge 
of the Commerce, Labour and Industries (Marine) Department be pleased to 
et&te whether he is aware that the feiTy steamer running from Jagannath- 
ganj to Serajganj, carrying Surma Mail passengers is not supplying meal to 
the civil passengers of third and inter-class of that steamer ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state what step do the Government propose to take for removing^ 
ibis difficulty of tfye 3rd and inter-class civil passengers ? 
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MINISTER In fihirga of th# COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (th# Hon’M# Mr. K. Shahabudtfm) : (a) No. On the 

contrary, I am informed that 211 and 287 plate* of curry and rice were 
served to 3rd and inter-class passengers in November, 1944, and December, 
1M4, respectively. Bread and butter, eggs and tea are also supplied to all 
classes of passengers. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

F. R. E. Hospitals in Coal undo and th# staff employ## in th# hospitals. 

•83. Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health (Medical) Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many relief hospitals are now working in the subdivision of 

Goalundo in the district of Faridpur; 

(b) what are the staff including menials that have been employed to 

work in such hospitals; 

( c ) what is the number of such employees in each category; and 

(d) how many of them are — 

(t) Muslims; 

(it) members of the Scheduled Castes of Hindus; and 
(in) others? 

Khan 8ahit> HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on b#half of th# Hon’bl# Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Eighteen. 

(6) to ( d ) A statement is laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to clauses (b) to (d) of starred question No. 83. 


Staff. 

Total. 

„ Scheduled 

MusUm - caate. 

Others. 

Doc tors 

25 

3 

2 

20 

Compounders 

18 

2 

l 

15 

Clerks 

6 

0 

1 

5 

Nurses 

104 

36 

6 

62 

Menials 

152 

42 

54 

56 

Opening of F. 

R. E. Hospital at Busail, 

district Mymensingh. 


•34. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister ia 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department aware of 
the fact — 

(t) that at Busail in the subdivision of Tangail, district Mymensingh, 
some buildings have been made purported to be a destitute 
hospital ; 

(it) that buildings were complete by the latter part of August, 1944; and 

(it t) that as yet the hospital has not been started ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government have given up the idea of opening 
the hospital there? 

<c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof ? 

(d) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the hospital is going to be started ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (oo behalf of th# Hoo’bf# Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Yes. 

(■ b ) No. 
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(d) The hospital will be started as soon as the necessary staff and equip- 
ment are secured. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when this proposal of starting a hospital at Busail was submitted by 
the Subdivisional Officer of Tangailr 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice about the actual 
date. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROYi Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when it was accepted by the Government? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The proposal for starting the 
hospital has been accepted by the Government, but I cannot give the date. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I give the information that it was 
started in January. Now, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
the reasons for this delay? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government could not get suit- 
able staff and necessary equipments for the hospital. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the Medical Officer of the charitable dispensary at Busail was appointed long 
before as Medical Officer of that hospital? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Only the Medical Officer will 
not do. There are other staffs necessary, such as, nurses and menials. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
materials necessary for starting the hospital was sent to Busail in the month 
of September? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, Sir. materials were sent 
but, as I have already stated, the entire staff was not available there. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that the 
hospital has been started but no nurses have as yet been appointed? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Some nurses have been 
appointed by this time. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many nurses have been appointed? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Provinoialiaation of 8adar and Subdivisional Hospitals. 

•8S. Dr. SANAULLAH* («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government (Medical) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the reasons for provincialisation of the Sadar and Subdivisional 
Hospitals in Municipal areas of Bengal; 

(it) who used to administer and control these hospitals before provin- 
cialisation ; 

(ttt) if by executive committees, who were the members of these executive 
committees ; 

(*r) who will administer and (*>nirol them after provincialisation; 

(r) what special improvements the Government intend to make after 
provincialisation ; 

(vi) whether such improvements could not be made by the pre-provin- 
cialie&iion authorities ; 
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(ini) if not, why not; 

(wt) whether it was due to financial difficulties; and 

(«•) if so, whether the Government could not provide more funds to these 
authorities ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the District Boards which are mainly concerned 
with rural areas are being compelled to contribute their usual quota of annual 
contributions after these hospitals, situated in municipal areas, have been 
taken over by Government as Government hospitals under the direct control 
of the Civil Surgeons and the Surgeon-General P 

( c ) If the answer to (6) is iu the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what are the reasons therefor P 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(0 how many such hospitals have been provincialised up to November, 

i944 ; 

(it) how many yet remain to be provincialised ; 

(iii) what are their names ; 

(iv) the dates of provinciaiisation ; and 

(r) what improvements, if any, have l>een effected in those already 
provincialised? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’blt Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaiuddin Ahmad): («)G), (n) to (i>) At a time when 
demand for hospital accommodation for treatment was daily increasing as a 
result of famine conditions iu Bengal, the Sadar and Subdivisional Hospitals 
ha<b deteriorated to the lowest level of efficiency and usefulness. Most of the 
hospitals were dirty and out of repairs, their staff inefficient and in arrears 
of pay, their stock of medicines and equipment inadequate, their furniture 
broken, missing and rusty. Complaints were received by Government from 
different quarters about the deplorable condition of the hospitals. Lack of 
funds was no doubt the main cause of their deterioration. It was con- 
sidered that grants-in-aid made to local bodies would not enable them to effect 
the necessary improvement. Large sums of money were required for this 
purpose and Government were prepared to advance the rquisite amount; and 
it was considered desirable that they should take over their control and 
administration from the hands of the Managing Committees as a temporary 
measure, the Managing Committees continuing to function as advisory bodies. 
As local bodies have no supervising and inspecting staff they could not be 
expected to effect such improvement as is contemplated to be done under 
Government management even though the funds were placed at their disposal. 

{it) and (iii) In the case of class III hospitals the local authorities con- 
cerned or the Managing Committee appointed by it and in the case of class 
IV or V hospitals the Manager or the Managing Committee nominated by 
the proprietor or supporters. 

(iv) The Surgeon-General with the Government of Bengal through the 
Civil Surgeons. 

(y) Proper repairs to buildings, supply of adequate drugs and other 
medical requisites, repairing or replacing broken furniture or equipments, 
maintenance of an adequate staff, better control and more efficient manage* 
ment, etc, 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Because people from rural areas still resort to these hospitals and 
there is nothing in the change of management to justify any District Board 
discontinuing its usual contribution. 

(d) (i) to (it») A statement is laid on the Tablq. 

(v) Appointment of increased staff has been sanctioned, adequate medical 

stores are being supplied and necessary repairs to hospital buildings are 
being undertaken. * 
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Statement referred to in reply to clauses (d)(i) to (iv) of starred question 

No, 85. 

(d)(i) It appears from the reports received from the Civil Surgeons that 
18 Sadar and 46 Subdivigional Hospitals have been provincialised up to the 
30th November, 1944. 

(ii) Six Sadar and 11 Subdivisional Hospitals still remain to be provin- 
cialised. 

(Hi) and (iv) Names of provincialised Sadar and Subdivisional Hospitals 
are given below with the dates of provincialisation : — 

Sadar Hospitals. 

(1) Bankura Sadar Hospital — 1st June, 1944. 

(2) Midnapore Sadar Hospital— 1st July, 1944. 

(3) Imambara (Hooghly) Sadar Hospital— 1st May, 1944. 

(4) Krishnagar (Nadia) Sadar Hospital— 1st May, 1944. 

(5) Berhampore (Murshidabad) Sadar Hospital— l5th August, 1944. 

(6) Jessore Sadar Hospital— 1st September, 1944. 

(7) Khulna Sadar Hospital — 1st August, 1944. 

(8) Mymensingh Sadar Hospital — 1st May, 1944. 

(9) Faridpur Sadar Hospital — 1st July, 1944. 

(10) Noalkhali Sadar Hospital— 15th May, 1944. 

(11) Comilla Sadar Hospital — 15th June, 1944. 

(12) Rajshahi Sadar Hospital — 1st May, 1944. 

(13) Dinajpur Sadar Hospital— 5th May, 1944. 

(14) Bangpur Sadar Hospital — 20th July, 1944. 

(15) Bogra Sadar Hospital — 15th May, 1944. 

(16) Pabna Sadar Hospital — 4th May, 1944. 

(17) Malda Sadar Hospital— 17th May, 1944. 

(18) Darjeeling Sadar Hospital — 19th July, 1944. 

Subdivisional Hospitals. 

(1) Katwa Hospital— 16th July, 1944. 

(2) Kalna Hospital — 16th July, 1944. 

(3) Asansol Hospital — 16th July, 1944. 

(4) Rampurhat Hospital — 16th July, 1944. 

(5) Yishnupur Hospital — 1st June, 1944. 

(6) Tamluk Hospital — 1st July, 1944. 

(7) Ghatal Hospital — 1st July, 1944. 

(8) Jhargram Hospital — 1st July, 1944. 

(9) Contai Hospital— 1st July, 1944. 

(10) Arambagh Hospital— 1st July, 1944. 

(11) Baairhat Hospital— 1st July, 1944. 

(12) Kustia Hospital— 1st July, 1944. 

(13) Meherpur Hospital— 1st September, 1944. 

(14) Ran&gnat Hospital — 1st July, 1944. 

(15) Chuadanga Hospital— 1st July, 1944. 

(16) Jangipur Hospital— 20th Julv, 1944. 

(17) Jhenidah Hospital— 11th July, 1944. 

(18) Magura Hospital — 24th June, 1944. 

(19) Narail Hospital— 20th June, 1944. 

(20) Bangaon Hospital — 10th June, 1944. 

(21) Satkbira Hospital— 1st August, 1944. 

(22) Bagerhat Hospital— IstyAugust, 1944. 

(ojn Munshiganj Hospital — -Ist November, 1944. 

(35 His horeganj Hospital — 1st June, 1944. 

(25) Jamalpur Hospital— 1st June, 1944. 

(26) Tan gail Hospital — 1st June, 1944* 

(27) Netrokona Hospital— 1st June, 1944. 

(28) Madaripur Hospital— 1st July, 1944. 
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(29) Rajbari Hospital— 1st July, 1944. 

(30) Gopalganj Hospital — 1st July, 1944. 

(31) Pirojpur Hospital— 1st July, 1944. 

(32) Bhola Hospital — 15th June, 1944. 

(33) Brahmanbaria Hospital — 15th June, 1944. 

(34) Chandpur Hospital— 15th June, 1944. 

(35) Feni Hospital — 15th June, 1944. 

(36) Natore Hospital — 1st June, 1944. 

(37) Naogaon Hospital — 1st May, 1944. 

(38) Balurghat Hospital — 15th August, 1944. 

(39) Thakurgaon Hospital — 15th August, 1944. 

(40) Alipore Duar Hospital — 16th October, 1944. 

(41) Gaioandha Hospital — 20th July, 1944. 

(42) Emigrant Hospital — 20th July, 1944. 

(43) Nilphamari Hospital — 20th July, 1944. 

(44) Serajganj Hospital — 8th May, 1944. 

(45) Siliguri Hospital — 31st May, 1944. 

(46) Kurseong Hospital — 1st June, 1944. 

The following hospitals still remain un provincialised. 

Sadar Hospital t. 

(1) Burdwan Sadar Hospital. 

(2) Suri (Birbhum) Sadar Hospital. 

(3) Howrah General Hospital. 

(4) Barisal Sadar Hospital. 

(5) Chittagong General Hospital. 

(6) Jalpuiguri General Hospital. 

Suhdvtsional Hospitals. 

(1) Uluberia Hospital. 

(2) Lalbagh Hospital. 

(3) Diamond Harbour Hospital. 

(4) Barasat Hospital. 

(5) Cox's Bazar Hospital. 

(6) Manikganj Hospital. 

(7) Narayanganj Hospital. 

(8) Serampore Hospital. 

(9) Kandi Hospital. 

(10) Patuafchali Hospital. 

(11) Kalimpong Hospital. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether the municipal authorities are still bound to con- 
tinue their contributions? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, all the local bodies have 
been asked to contribute. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether they are continuing their contributions? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Some are continuing and others 

who are in correspondence with the Government will have to continue. 

Mf. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether there was appointment of any new staff in any 

hospital after the 16th of June, 1944, when there was provincialisation of 
these hospitals? 

Khan SMiib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, in some hospitals there 
have been appointments. * * 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any new staff has been appointed in the Brahman- 
baria Hospital? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Referring to the Berhampore 
Sadar Hospital, is the Hon’ble Minister aware that after the Provincial 
Government took over administration of this hospital not only no new 
appointment has been made in the medical or menial or nursing staff but 
that a large number of F. R. E. hospitals which are offering more attractive 
terms have taken away a portion of the existing staff which used to function 
before the Provincial Government took over? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I think, the requisite staff is 
maintained there. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware 
that the number of doctors today there is less than half of what it was before 
the 15th of August? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: As soon as the report is received 
from the Civil Surgeon that more additional staff will be necessary, Govern- 
ment will certainly consider it. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the Hospital Committee sent a representation to the Government asking 
the Government to help the hospital bv giving more medicines, more doctors, 
more nurses and more menials, but that nothing has been done yet? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware 
that before the proposed provincialisation was applied to this hospital, the 
Hospital Committee and the local municipality which is the parent body 
and the district board did not agree to hand it over to the Provincial 
administration but that an assurance was given that the hospital will be 
given as much assistance as necessary, but nothing has been done yet? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: That assurance still remains. 
Government has tried to provide the necessary staff and medicines but nothing 
can be done overnight. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that in the months of September and October a complaint was made and 
that complaint was endorsed by the medical officer of the hospital that for 
want of Government assistance even tincture iodine is not available for the 
patients ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Has the Hon’ble Minister’s atten- 
tion been drawn to a reported case that in October a diptheria patient could 
not be treated in time because the stove could not be lighted for want of 
spirit or kerosene? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that thereafter the Hospital Tommittee presided over by the District 
Magistrate of Murshidabad sent an emergent representation to the Govern- 
ment asking for Government assistance in men and in drugs but nothing has 
been done? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: If the honourable member wants 
to ask something about any particular hospital, I want notice. 
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IKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the Hon 'hie Minister aware 

that |Nj|0a io^ton who used to do part-time work on the baste of an hoao* 
rariuflthave been taken over by attractive F. R. E. hospitals and that unless 
equal remuneration is given to doctors of these ordinary hospitals it is very 
duficlHt for them to get doctors to serve there? 

Kfktf! fifth)* H AMI DU DIM N AHMAD: With regard to the first part I 
want notice; and with regard to the second part, it may be so. 

Mr. SAf/tHKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to consider the desirability of bringing the remuneration of ordinary 
hospital doctors on the same level as is offered to the doctors in the F. R. E. 
hospitals? 

• Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Whenever any hospital is taken 
over ‘bv Government all the staff become Government servants temporarily 
and they are entitled to^that salary which similar Government servants draw. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: My question is whether they will 
get salary and remuneration on the same basis as in F. R. E. hospitals? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: That will be considered. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the IWble Minister be 
pleased to state whether nurses and menials of the F. R. E. hospitals get JU 
per cent, more than what is given to the nurses and menials of the ordinary 
hospitals ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice, 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleas,., I to consider the desirability of bringing the remuneration of the 
nurses and menials of the ordinary hospitals oil the same level as is given 
to the nurses and menials of the IT. It. E. hospitals? 


Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government will certainly con- 
sider that. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is it not the Ilon’ble Minister’s 
information that throughout Bengal on the whole the administration of 
E. It. E. hospitals is much better than the administration of these ordinary 
hospitals? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, it is because Government 
have just taken over the administration of all these hospitals. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Does the Hon’ble Minister expect 
the patient, to wait till the Government is in a position to finance and send 
men for the equipment of these hospitals? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Patient* are coming. In some 
of the hospitals definite improvement has been made. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the honourable member 
consider the desirability of instructing the local authorities that the? should 
transfer patients from the ordinary hospitals to F. E. E. hospitals as far 
as possible? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I cannot answer that. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: What does the honourable 
member expect the patients to do till Government tends drugs and doctors? 

. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: My point is that the sader and 

subdivision al hospitals were continuing so long to the disadvantage of me 
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patient# and the patient# will have to suffer those disadvantage# for sbme 
time more unless and until G overament can make provision for the improve- 
ment of all the hospitals. 

Dr. SANAULLAH ! Is the honurable member aware that District 
Boards of Bengal, specially the district board of Chittagong, have been 
passing through a finnancial crisis at present? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I cannot understand what the 
honourable member means by “crisis”, but, of course, there is some finaitcial 
difficulty in district boards. " 'v R 

Dr. SANAULLAH: Will the honourable member be pleased to state 
why the district boards are being compelled to contribute their normal quota 
to these Government hospitals? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have nothing more to add 
to the reply I have already given. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the honourable member 
be pleased to state when the idea of provincialisation was first taken up by 
Government? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice for that. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is it not a fact that this idea 
was taken up in view of the military requirements and now that the military 
requirements are not so pressing, Government is fighting shy of giving 
assistance to the sadar hospitals? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Had Government any scheme 
ready when provincialisation was decided upon? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Certainly there was a scheme. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL* Then what is the reason for this 
inordinate delay in giving this desired and expected promised assistance to 
these hospitals? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: We have been giving it. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY* Will the Honble Minister please tell 
the House whether Government is ready to instruct the district boards not 
to make any grant for these provincialised subdivisional and sadar 
hospitals? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAO: No, Sir. 

Constitution *of tho South Suburban Munioipaiity. 

•88. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) the names of the sitting Commissioners of the South Suburban 

Municipality, district 24-Parganaa, showing both — 

(«) eleoted, and 
(tt) nominated; and 

(b) the respective communities they belong to! 1 

KhM Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on Mi iff of tho Han’bla Khan 
Bahadur Mauhri Jalaluddm Ahmad): A statement showing Hie particulars 
it laid on the Table. 
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Statement referred to in reply to starred question No . 86. 
Names of Commissioners. Cast#. 

Elected . 


Babtt Becharam Mukherjee 

... Caste Hindu. 

Babu U pen dr a Nath Banerjee 

Do. 

Babu Ramendra Nath Boy 

Do. 

Babu 1 Halidas Roy 

Do. 

Babu Kunja Behary Mukherjee 

Do. 

Babu Sushil Kumar Chatterjee 

Do. 

Babu Satyen Kumar Mukherjee 

Do. 

Mr. Biren Boy, m.l.c. 

Do. 

Babu Cbaru Chandra Banerjee 

Do. 

Mr. R. Alam Chowdhury 

Muslim. 

Maulvi Golara Satter. 

Do. 

Appointed. 

Babu Pivari Mohan Das 

Mrs. Labanya Prova Dutt, m.l.c. 

... Caste Hindu, 

Christian. 

Mr. Joseph Issac 

Do. 


Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the strength of the different communities in the matter of 
population and voting strength for the Muslims, Scheduled Castes, Cast# 
Hindus and Christians! 1 ' 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Is the name of Mrs. Labanya Prova 
Dutt on the voters’ list of the municipality? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state on what principle the appointments were made in the munici- 
pality and the question whether the names were on tbe voters’ list was looked 
into? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In matters of appointment, 
Government is sometimes guided by the opinion of the local officers and 
always the opinions of the local officers are taken. 

Scarcity of potato seeds in Bengal. 

•87. Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUI. (a) Is the Hon'ble Miuister in 
[•barge of the Agriculture Department aware that this year scarcity of potato 
>eeds has been keenly experienced by the cultivators of the Province? 

(6) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) the causes that led to the scarcity’ ; and] 

(it) what steps Government has taken as a remedy of it? 

( c ) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state—- 
(t) how many acres of lands ready for potato cultivation have been 
left uncultivated for want of potato feeds this year; and 
(it) whether the Government are considering the desirability for prompt 
supply of potato seeds to those cultivators? 

MINISTER in oharge of tht AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Saiytd MuazzaimidMn Hotain): (a) Yes; difficulties 

were experienced due to shortage of seeds ordinarily imported from other 
Provinces. 

(b) (i) Ban on export imposed by neighbouring Provinces which largely 
supplied Bengal's demands in normal years coupled with difficulties of trans- 
port was responsible for the restriction in supply of seeds. 
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(«) The Government* of Bihar, Punjab, Madras and Assam were request- 
ed for export quotas and Government of India were also moved to exercise 
their good offices. 

(c) ( i ) In the absence of accurate statistics it is not possible to say how 
many acres are lying uncultivated but the general impression in trade circles 
is that the normal area under potatoes has been sown. 

(it) All possible steps have been taken for supply of seed potatoes. 

Dismissal of one Babu Gagan Chandra Das, a dark in the Mymansingh 
CoHootorate. 

•88. Rai 8ahib MONOMOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact — 

(i) that one Babu Gagan Chandra Das, a clerk of the Mymensingh Col- 

lectorate, who was appointed at Kishoreganj Jagat Kishore 
Destitute Home (Mymensingh), as supervisor clerk has recently 
been discharged on the report of the Subdivisions! Officer, Kishore- 
ganj, over the confidential note of the Superintendent of Desti- 
tute Home without any explanation from the clerk; and 

(ii) that in spite of his repeated prayers he has not been supplied with 

any copy of the charge (if any) against him? 

(b) Will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that, the said clerk comes from the (Hrishi) section of the Scheduled 

Castes; and 

(ii) that the clerk holding the position of a supervisor in the Home was 

intolerable on the part of the said Superintendent? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of making 
proper enquiry and revising the order? 

MINISTER in oh trap of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Terek Neth Mukerjee): (a)(i) Yes. 

(ii) Only once he approached the Subdivisional Officer for a copy of the 
charge against him and he was asked to obtain it from the Collector’s office 
as the Collector passed orders for his discharge. 

(h)(i) Yes. 

(ii) and (c) No. There were serious allegations against him for which 
he was given repeated warnings but as he did not mend his conduct, he waa 
discharged. 

Rai Sahib MONOMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state on bow maqy occasions the clerk was given warning? 

Thi Hon’bii Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHER4EA: Warnings were 

iriven but I cannot say offhand without notice how many warnings were 
given. 

Rai Sahib MONOMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us whether it is a fact that no opportunity waa given to him to 
defend his case? 

Tha Honttfa Mr. TARAK NATH MUKER4EA: That is not a fact. 

Rai Sahib MONOMOHAN DAS: Is it a fact that ill-feeling was going 
on between the Superintendent and the clerk from the very beginning of 
his posting as Supervisor in the Home? 

Tha HoftWa Mr. TARAK NATH MUKER4EA: Government has no 
sndh information. *» 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what were the main items in the charge? 

Tilt KfePbla Mn TARAK NATH MUKER4EA: There were various 

eharges. For details I want notice. 
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Classification of Prisoner Baku SuMh Kumar Ultra, B.S«. 

& Mr. KHAGENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: With reference to the 
answer given on the 6th July, 11M3, to the unstarred question No. 7, 
regarding classification of prisoner, Babu Subodh Kumar Mitra, b.sc., 
will* the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) the result of enquiry; 

(b) whether he was classified as Division II prisoner; 

(c) if so, when; 

(d) the date of petition to the Home Department praying for higher 

classification; and 

(e) the date of his release? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) to (c) As a result of the 

enquiry, Government were satisfied that the jjrisouer was eligible for Divi- 
sion II and orders were issued to place him in Division II in Government 
order No. 10728H.J., dated the 3rd September, 1943. 

{(]) Government received no j>etition either from the prisoner or from 
any other person on his behalf praying for higher classification. 

(e) 7th August, 1943. 

Mr. NI9HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Rou ble Minister be 
pleased to state the date of his arrest and the date when he was classified P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us at least the date of his conviction? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mf. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: How is it that he was classified 
on the 3rd September, 1943, after his release which was on the 7th August, 
1943? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The honourable member has 
misunderstood. The position is this. When he was classed as Division 
III at Jalp&iguri Government had no information about the classification. 
There is no procedure by which information is conveyed to Government 
regarding the classification of a convicted prisoner. The point is this: he 
was actually entitled to be classified as Division II hut he was classified as 
Division III. When this information was brought to the notice of Govern- 
ment probably by this question, Government immediately passed orders 
for the classification of the prisoner in Division II, but £y that time the 
prisoner had been released. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell us when this information was communicated to Government that he 
was placed in Division III F 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot (rive the date. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNOU: In view of the answer |ust now 
given that this prisoner though entitled to be classified as Division II 
remained as Division III prisoner for the whole term* will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how they are going to ensure speedy classifica- 
tion to the deserving prisoners P 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The classification is done by the 
Court. 4 Normally a prisoner is classified as Division I or II on representa- 
tion being made to the Court. If any classification above III is made, a 
reference has to be made to Government, but in case of classification in 
Division III no reference has |o be made to Government. Now, this 
prisoner being convicted at Jalpaiguri was classed as Division III. So no 
action was taken by Government, because Government were not informed 
of the classification. When the attention of Government was drawn to the 
matter that the prisoner was classified as Division III prisoner who should 
be normally classified in Division II, Government immediately conducted 
an enquiry and passed orders that he should be classified as Division II 
prisoner, but by that time the prisoner had been released. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: How do the Government ensure 
that a prisoner deserving class II or I be at once classified as Division II or 
I by the Court and not rot as Division III prisoner in the jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If anybody is not satisfied with 
the decision of the Court, he can always appeal to Government for better 
classification and in this case Goverment was not moved. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Bon'ble Minister please tell 
us whether the Police Department in this case interferes with the free 
judgment of the Court to make divisions about security prisoners or poli- 
tical prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir; and so far as security 
prisoners are concerned there is no question of classification. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister think it 
desirable to empower the trial court to classify prisoners to I and II classes 
pending confirmation by Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is done. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, answer to my question has not 
been given. Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell the House whether the 
Police Department interferes with the free judgment of the Court in classi- 
fying prisoners, whether convicted or detained? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, there is no interference. 

Grant of family allowances to security prisoners. 

28. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULI : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
the following security and State prisoners have been granted allowances 
for the maintenance of their families: — 

(1) Srijut Ganendra Chandra Bhattacbarji, of Dacca. 

(2) Srijut Debendra Bijoy Dutta, of Faridpur. 

(3) Professor Saroj Kumar Sen, of Faridpur. 

(4) Srijut Preoranjan Das Gupta, of Bansal. 

(5) Srijut Phani Sarkhel, of Barisal. 

(61 Srijut Dhiresh Chandra Ghosh, of Comilla. 

(7) Dr. Rabindra Kumar Roy, of Dacca. 

(81 Srijut Charu Chandra Roy, of Dacca. 

(9) Srijut Tejendra Dutta? of Dacca, 

(10) Srijut Atul Chandra Dutt, of Comilla, 

(11) Srijut Prafulla Ranjan Ghosh alia* Nathu, of Dacca, 

(12) Srijut Birendra Chandra Ganguli, State prisoner, and 

(13) Srijut Bhplanath Das, of Howrah ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 
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(c) J$ the Hon’ble Minister aware— 

(*) that the abovemen tinned security and State prisoners were the earn- 
ing members of their families; and 

(it) that the families of the abovementioued prisoners are almost in 
starving condition? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment are considering the desirability of granting them suitable allowances 
for the maintenance of their families? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is laid on the 
Library Table. 

(b) and ( c ) The honourable member is referred to my reply to (af. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Treatment of oertain security prisoner detained in the HiJIi 9peoial Jail. 

27. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA OANCULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 

ter in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the present condition of health of the security prisoner Sreejut 
Kedareswar Sen Gupta ; and 

(if) whether the aforesaid security prisoner was examined by the— 

(1) Civil Surgeon of Midnaport*, and 

(2) Medical Officer of the II ijli Special Jail? 

(ft) If the answer to (a)(it) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the result thereof? 

(c) Will the lion 'bio Minister tie pleased to state whether Sreejut Keda- 
reswar Sen Gupta was also examined in the Medical College Hospitals, 
Calcutta? 

(d) If so, will the Hon ble Minister lie pleased to state the result thereof? 

(e) Is it a fact that Sreejut Kedareswar Sen Gupta is confined to bed 
and cannot stand up? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of sending him to a sanatorium for treatment? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a)(i) He is ill-nourished and 

emaciated — his present weight is 74 lbs. only. 

(if) and (c) Yes. 

(/;) The doctors were of opinion that it was a case of chronic intestinal 
tuberculosis. 

(d) The medical officer was of opinion that this prisoner was suffering 
from indigestion and the effects of constipation. He had also chronic 
urticaria. 

(e) Yes. Cannot stand up without support. 

if) The prisoner was examined by the First Physician of the Medic-il 
College, Calcutta, who was of opinion that his case was not serious and he 
could be treated with plenty of good food. He has, therefore, been trans- 
ferred to the Jalpaiguri Jail where he is getting all the facilities prescribed 
for him. It is reported that his health has shown slight improvement since 
Iris arrival in the Jalpaiguri Jail. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the present age of the security prisoner in question? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'Me Minister be pleased 
to state. what is the height of the security prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give this information 
offhand. 

Mr. ATUL CHANORA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government is satisfied that the prisoner has the normal 
minimum weight of a man*of his age and height? 
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Khait Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI S It ha* already been stated that be 
is weak and emaciated and suffering from chronic dyspepsia and as such he 
has not got the normal weight. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the prisoner l^as gained in weight since his transfer to 
J'alpaiguri in any way? * 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of the condition as 
described in the answer, does the Hon’ble Minister consider the desir- 
ability of releasing this prisoner? |. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the prisoner has ever been given treatment for his chronic 
intestinal tuberculosis from which he is suspected to be suffering? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The case of the prisoner was Erst 
diagnosed as chronic intestinal tuberculosis, but he was examined properly 
later on and the case was diagnosed as chronic dyspepsia. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the idea in keeping in detention a man who from all informa- 
tion given by Government is more dead than alive? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not exactly correct. I 
draw the attention of the honourable member to the latter part of answer 

(fl. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: How many days was this prisoner in 
the Medical College? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister please tell 
us why lie was not properly treated in the Medical College? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was properly treated. He was 
examined by the First Physician of the Medical College, Calcutta, who 
was of opinion that his case was not serious and he could be treated with 
plenty ot good food and ordinary normal medicine. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: How long is he in detention? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given that 
the security prisoner cannot stand up without support, will the Hon’ble 
Minister kindly reconsider his case and release him because he is unfit to 
do anything subversive? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He is weak, but I draw the atten- 
tion of the honourable member to the latter part of my answer (/> where it is 
stated that his condition has shown improvement since his arrival in 
Jalpaiguri after his treatment in the Medical College, Calcutta. 


Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to give us some idea as to in what respect he Has obtained slight 
improvement at Jalpaiguri jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMAD ALI: I ask for notice. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: When will Government think hit 
case to be serious and under what circumstances? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If and when the case becomes 
serious, Government will think it serious. 
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Withholding •* * ittter of Dr. Surtth Chandra %um\m to MKiitma Gandhi. 

29. Dr. 8URE9H CHANDRA BANERdEE: (a) Will the Hon’tle 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that a letter written on 8th August, 1944, by Dr , Suresh 
Chandra Banerjee, m.l.a., at present a security prisoner in the Rajshahi 
Central Jail, to Mahatma Gandhi, Sevagram, Waraha, C.P., has been with- 
held by the Government P 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to slate the reasons 
thereof? 

(c) Is it a fact that the letter referred t-o did not deal with Jail affairs 
or with politics? 

{d) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to lay a copy of the letter on 
the Table? 

The Hon’ble Khweja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : (a) Yes. 

(b) The letter was not confined to his private matters as contemplated in 
rule 19 of the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules. 

(c) No. 

(d) I am not prepared to do this in the public interest. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell us what public interest will suffer by laying a copy of the letter on the • 
table? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is not expedient in the interest 
of the public security to lay a copy of the letter on the table 

Arrest of Babu Arun Chandra Sen. 

29. Mr. RADHA NATH DAgf Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the date when and the circumstances in which Babu Arun Chandra 

Sen, son of Rai Dr. Dines Chandra Sen Bahadur, d.litt., was 
arrested under the Defence of India Rules at Sonada in the dis- 
trict of Darjeeling; 

(b) whether it is a fact— 

(?) that at the time of the arrest the residence of Arun Babu 
was searched ; 

(it ) that nothing objectionable was found ; 

(it?) that Arun Babu was taken away from Darjeeling district on 
the day following his arrest; 

( iv ) that he was made to walk to the Darjeeling railway station 
on foot from the jail; and 

(??) that Arun Balm was taken in a third class carriage while the 
escorting I.B. officer travelled in a second class compart- 
ment : 

(c) what w;as the information in possession of Government regarding 

the status, education and state of health of Babu Arun Chandra 
Ben while he was placed under arrest; and 

{ d ) what is the present position regarding the detention of this 
gentleman P 

Tht Hon'ble Kttwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The action regarding the 
arrest and detention of Balm Arun Chandra Sen was taken at the instance 
of the Government of India. I must in the public interest decline to 
furnish any further details. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state which part of the question is answered by tbe reply that action 
regarding the arrest and detention of Bab* Arun Chandra Sen was taken 
at the instance of the Government of Indus* b the Government of India 
responsible for placing this prisoner under nicest when he was ill? He wss 
taken away from the Darj&ling district; he went there for a change. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Orders for the arrest of the 
eeeanty prisoner were issued by the Government of India and the Govern- 
ment of India is also responsible for the detention of the prisoner. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Government $f India also was responsible for taking 
the prisoner on foot from his residence to the railway station when he was 
sick ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information of Government 
is that he was in good health at the time of arrest. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL. Was he or was he not taken on foot 
from his residence to the railway station? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 1 cannot give 
the information offhand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to reply to question 
( b ) ( iv ), namely, that he was made to walk to the Darjeeling railway station 
on foot from the jail, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he 
made any enquiries following this question as to whether that was correct? 

# Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information that Government 
received is that he was in good health at the time of arrest. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the distance between the 
Darjeeling jail and the Darjeeling railway station? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot sav that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the HoiUble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Government of India order was to penalise this gentleman, 
an nr-Professor of the Scottish Church College and son of Rai Rahudur 
D. C. Sen, a doctor of the University of Calcutta and to take him in a 
third class compartment? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question of penalising does 
not arise at all. Under rule 60 of the Security Prisoners Rules, prisoners 
are entitled to intermediate class travel, but in the I). H. Railway there is 
no intermediate class. Therefore the prisoner was given the option to travel 
in second class if he paid the difference over and above of third class fare, 
which the prisoner refused to pay. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* Is it a fact that while the prisoner 
was taken in a crowded third class compartment, the I. B. officer accom- 
panying him travelled in a second class compartment? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Notice was there already. The ques- 
tion W'as there, namely, (6) (r) ‘‘that Arun Babu w'as taken in a third class 
carriage while the escorting I. B. officer travelled in a second class compart- 
ment". 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have not got the information 
regarding the latter part, but I have already stated why he travelled in a 
third class compartment. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL". Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether this prisoner is detained within the province of Bengal or 
outside? , ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Outside 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the relations of the prisoner have been given information as to 
his place of detention and whether facilities are being provided to them for 
interviews? 
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KIM9I Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This information* I regret , can 
not be given by us because we are not aware of the place of detention of the 
security prisoner more than the fact that he is now in the custody of the 
Government of India and any information regarding the prisoner may be 
obtained from the Government of India who are responsible for his deten- 
tion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Government of Bengal had anything to do with the detention 
and arrest of the prisoner, Babu Arun Chandra Sen? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I would refer the honourable 
member to the reply already given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. The answer is that the action -was at 
the instauce of the Government of India. May we know whether that 
action was engineered by or prompted through any act of the Government 
of Bengal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. The question of engineering does 
. not arise. The action was taken by the Government of India and the arrest 
was carried out by the Governmeut of Bengal at the instance of the 
Government of India. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that there is a rule which provides for carrying the prisoner in 2nd class 
if the escort is an Anglo-Indian Sergeant? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The rule provides that he should 
travel by the Intermediate Class and if the security prisoner, where there 
is no Intermediate class, pays the difference, he is given the option of 
travelling in the upper class. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that there is a rule which provides for the travel of a prisoner in the second 
class if the escort is an Anglo-Indian Sergeant? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: lam not aware. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the rule which provides 
that a prisoner can be taken in the upper class if the escort happens to be 
an Anglo-Indian, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the 
difference was charged in the case of this prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already pleaded my ignor- 
ance so far as that rule is concerned. T do not know whether the rule 
exists or not. So, I cannot -answer that question. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Tn view of the fact that there is 
such a rule, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to revise the rule 
to which he referred? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware. So, how can I 
answer that question P 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state how by giving information regarding tbe education, status 
and health of the prisoner public interest will be jeopardised? 

Khali Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot answer that question in 
the public interest. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to the answer that he 
waa taken m the third class as there was no intermediate daw, will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to tell the House whether the Government will 
consider the desirability of Revising the rule so that where there is no Inter- 
mediate Class, the prisoner may be taken by the next higher class? 
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Khtl) Bahadur MOHAMMED ALlJ I think a* far as my information 
it is only in the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway there is no Interme- 
nts Class. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which onil answers were given) 

Arrest of persons in Chittagong since outbreak of present war. 

•89* Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of persons arrested in Chittagong and taken in custody 

as security prisoners after the war baa broken out; 

(it) the number of persons arrested from August, 1 942; and 
(Hi) the number of them who have so far been released? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether an M.L.A. from the Chittagong district brought to the 
notice of the Government immediate necessity for tne grant of 
allowance to the families of the following persons, viz. : — 

(1) Srijut Dwijendra Pal — security prisoner, Central Jail, Dacca, 

(2) Suresh Ch. Banerjee — security prisoner, Central Jail, Dacca, 

(3) Amalendu Bikash Das — security prisoner, Central Jail, 
Dacca, 

(4) Phanindra Bikash Das Gupta — security prisoner, Central Jail, 
Dacca, 

(5) Ananda Chandra De — security prisoner, Central Jail, Dacca, 
(G) Barada Prasad Nandy — security prisoner, Central Jail, Dacca, 

(7) Pratap Chandra Rakshit — Rajshahi Central Jail, and 

(8) Dr. S. N. Chowdhury, b.sc., Homeopath— interned in hie 
village Surhy, Chittagong; and 

(ii) whether family allowance in any of the cases mentioned above has 

been granted? 

(c) If the answer to ( b)(ii ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the amount granted in each case? 

(d) If the answer to (b)(0) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason why no allowance has been granted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (i) One hundred and thirteen. 

(if) Two thousand four hundred and thirty-five. 

(tit) One thousand two hundred and eighty-nine. 

(b) (i) Yes, only in the case of I)r. S. N. Chowdhury. 

(it) Yes, in all cases except Babu Suresh Chandra Banarjee, from whom 
no application for family allowance has yet been received by Government. 

(c) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

( d ) Does not arise, 

Raganfing parsons arrested in some subdivisions of Midnapore, during the 
period from 8th August, 1942, to 20th dune, 1948. 

•99. Mr. IBWAR CHANDRA MALI (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to lay on the Table, a 
statement showing for subdivisions of Oontai, Tamluk and Sadar in the 
district of Midnapore during ths^ period from 8th August, 1942, to 20th 
June, 1948— 

(1) the total number of arrest; 

(2) the total number of persons — 

(A) tried, 

(B) convicted, and 
(0) acquitted; and 
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(8) the total number of release — 

(A) at the expiry of terms, or 

(B) otherwise? 

(S) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table another 
statement showing — 

(i) the total number of undertrials on the 20th June, 1943, in all the 
jails of the district under the following categories, vi*. — 

(1) detained without trial for more than 8 months, 

(8) detained without trial for 7 months, 

(3) detained without trial for 6 months, 

(4) detained without trial for 5 months, and 

(5) detained without trial for 4 months; 

(u) the total number of prisoners on the 20th June, 1943, other than the 
security prisoners or State prisoners under the following categories 
in the Midnapore Central Jail — 

(1) convicted, and 

(2) undertrials ; and 
(iii) the total number of — 

(1) indoor, and 

(2) outdoor 

patients on 20th June, 1SM3, in the Midnapore Central Jail? 

(c) Is it a fact that all the undertrials are to take their meals in sal leaf 

instead of utensils? . . , m n «• .n %r* • i i 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the lion hie Minister be 
pleased to state what steps, if any, he proposes to take in the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of tha Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (1) and (2). 
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(it) (1) One thousand and twenty-three. 

(2) One thousand and thirty-seven including 27 sessions. 

(Hi) (1) Two hundred and eighteen including 92 convalescents. 

(2) Sixty-one including old cases. 

(c) No. When there was a sudden influx of jthe number of under-trial 
prisoners, some of them were supplied temporarily with ml leaves to take 
their meals but they have already been supplied with necessary utensils. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Supply of clothings to Babu Adhir Cumar Banerji, a aoourity prisoner. 

•91. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether he 
is aware that Babu Adhir Cumar Banerji who is at present a security pri- 
soner placed in the Suri Jail has not been supplied with jail clothings 
although his confirmation as a secuirty prisoner has been made about 
2 months ago? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
thereof ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) and (h) 1 understand that there was some delay in 
supplying clothing to this prisoner. But this delay was due to the ‘fact 
that the nrisoner refused clothing of the standard variety and insisted on 
khaddar clothing of a particular type which was not then locally available. 
He has since been supplied with all his clothing and transferred to the 
Midnapore Central Jail. 

8upply of olothings to eeourity prisoners of Buxa 8peoial Reserve and 

otner jails. 

•92. Babu JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: <«) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department aware — 

(i) that many security prisoners of the Buxa Special Reserve, the Midna- 
pore Central and other jails did not get and are not getting on 
due dutes of supply many items of clothings and other articles 
due to them according to the Security Prisoners Rules; 

(it) that according to a circular from the Inspector-General of Prisons 
issued in June last or thereabout the period of life or duration 
of articles would in future be reckoned from due date on which 
the articles are to be supplied, but any article already issued 
after receipt of the said circular though its due date of issue was 
prior to date of receipt of the circular would be deemed to have 
been issued on due date and its period of life or duration would 
be reckoned from the date of its issue and due date of its replace- 
ment by a new one calculated accordingly ; and 

(tit) that in conseouence thereof mauy security prisoners are not getting 
many articles due to them and which tney would have got had 
the Jail authorities or authorities concerned supplied the articles 
on due dates of supply and replacement f 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Hon’ble Minister is considering the desir- 
ability of issuing orders so that not only in future as stated in the above- 
mentioned circular but also fowthe period prior jto its issue the period of 
life or duration of articles are -to be reckoned from due date on which the 
articles are and were to be supplied and thereby the security prisoners may 
get all the articles due to them but not yet supplied ? 

(t) If the answer to (5) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 
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ICbiR Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on Mttff of Om HanWa Khwaja 

Sir HaiimucMhl) : (a) (i) and (tti) I have no exact information but I am 
aware that due to the uncertain condition of market delays sometimes occur 
in supplying due articles to security prisoners. These are unavoidable in 
these days of emergency but every effort is made to minimise them. 

(u) Yes. 

( b ) and (c) Originally the period of life or duration of an article supplied 
to security prisoners was reckoned from the date of actual issue. I nave 
since decided to discontinue this practice and have laid down the principle, 
with effect from the 31st May, 1944, that the period of life or duration of an 
article should be counted from the date on which it is due and not from the 
date on which it is actually supplied. For obvious reasons this decision can- 
not be implemented retrospectively but this principle is being followed 
in respect of all articles that fall due on or after the 31st May, 1944. I 
have also decided to follow this principle in respect of articles that fall due 
before the 31st May, 1944, but could not be actually supplied by that date. 

Censoring of letters of Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee, M.L.A., a seourity 

prisoner. 

*93. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon hle 

Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

[i) whether it is a fact that a letter written by security prisoner Dr. 
Suresh Chandra Banerjee, m.l.a., at present lodged in the 
Kajsliahi Central Jail, to security prisoner Dr. Nripendra Nath 
Bose of the Alipore Central Jail was withheld by the District 
Intelligence Branch, Rajshahi, on the ground that the letter 
contained discussions about jail affairs; 

(u) whether security prisoners are permitted to write about their health 
to their friends in other jails; 

(rit) if so, is it not a fact that in the letter referred to Dr. Banerjee 
described only the present condition of his health and the letter 
contained no information about jail affairs; 

'n>) whether it is a fact that the duty of censoring letters is generally 
entrusted to young officers who are inexperienced in censoring; 
and 

(r) whether as to censoring letters the decision of the District Intelli- 
gence Officer is final or whether there is any higher authority 
to revise their decision P 

(b) If there be any higher authority, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state — 

(t) whether the letter was referred to such authority; and 

(H) if so, with what result? 

Khan Bahalur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of tho Hon'hlo Khwaja 
8ir Nazimuddm): (a) (i) Yes. 

(it) I refer the honourable member to rule 19 of the Bengal Security 
Prisoners Rules, a copy of which is placed in the Library. 

(tit) and (ir) No. 

<r) I refer the honourable member to rule 22 of the Bengal Security 
Prisoners Rules, a copy of which is placed in the Library. 

Yes. 

(ti) The decision of the District Intelligence Branch was confirmed. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us definitely whether a security prisoner detained in one jail 
.can write to another security prisoner in another jail regarding the health 
of the prisonerP 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 



[ 28 m Wm. t 


l Wm BiMur MOHAMMED ALI I The subject matter of all letters 
jBtuat be limited strictly to private matters. There must be no discussion 
*$n tile letters about the jail administration or discipline. They must not 
also refer to the health of other prisoners or to politics. 

Mr* DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the health of a particular 
prisoner a private matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The rule lays down that there 
should be no reference to other security prisoners. 

Mr. NIIHITHA NATH KUNOU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how and in what manner he violated the provisions of rule 
19 in this particular case? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say in what particular 
manner the rule was violated, but the rule was violated and therefore the 
letter had to be withheld. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER! Question time over. It is expected that 
today's business may be over by 6 p.m. or even earlier. 

(The House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Ordinance. 

The Hon’We Mr. TARAK NATH MUKER4EA: I beg to lay, under 
section 88(2) (a) ’of the Government of India Act, 19-35, the Bengal Desti- 
tute Versons (Repatriation and Relief) Ordinance, 1944. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal 
Legislative Council. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1944. as passed by the 
Bengal Legislative Council, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANAYL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
want to avail of this opportunity of offering some constructive suggestions 
regarding the ante-diluvian character of the law of 1882 which is proposed 
to be amended only in part thereof and I would expect the Hon’ble Minister 
to consider my suggestions for what they are worth so that he may advise 
his department and Government accordingly. 

In 1882 the embankment probably was a normal necessity on account 
of the particular character of the rivers of that time and of the particular 
character o! the overflow from such rivers. In 1882 the rivers were not so 
shallow as they are now. Rivers then had the containing and carrying 
capacity of much of the water that flowed into them, either from the rains 
or from the overflow from the hill tracts but by the gradual silting up of 
the rivers the reasons for which have been fully explained by Sir William 
Wilcox, the conditions of things today are far different from what they 
were in 1882 or some time before that or some time after that. 

Now, Sir, embankments now-a-days have become more or less a menace 
and peril to agricultural interests in the country. Formerly crops had to 
be protected’ from inundation by setting up bunds but high flow was not a 
normal phenomenon every year and when high flood did come it really 
threatened much of the standing crops and the necessity for protecting such 
crops from inundation and damage by means of setting up bunds, was felt 
correctly. But today, Sir, what is the position? The embankments or the 
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getting of the embankments there serves a different purpose. The rivers do 
not possess the old containing or carrying capacity'. They have become 
shallow • and almost every year there are certain chronic area? in which 
whether there is high flood in big rivers or not. whether there is heavy* 
rainfall or not, they pass through certain well known tracts and here the 
concern of the Government is not so much to maintain the bunds for protect- 
ing the outflow of water; on the, other hand, the concern of the Govern- 
ment ought to he to remove sites of the bunds so that the water which over- 
flows from the rivers can flow into other areas instead of remaining blocked 
in a particular place. What is happening today is that the Department is 
sticking to the orthodox embankments but the necessity of the actual condi- 
tion of things requires that these embankments should disappear. 

Now, Sir, in this matter I can refer to my own district. During the 
last eight years that 1 have been in this House there have been several 
conferences which were presided over by experts of the Department and 
non-officials who claim to have some knowledge of things and in some of 
the conferences there was a unanimous demand that these embankments 
will not only be not repaired but that the residues of the embankments 
should be demolished altogether. And even when the present Minister 
assumed office his attention was drawn to the matter through the press and 
through other machineries and at some time T understand he gave some indi- 
cation that he would look into these questions, but 1 am again referring to 
the conditions in my district that when there was a demand for demolition 
of an embankment certain vested interests who were biding their time got 
hold of the situation when there was a recommendation from the Govern- 
ment of India that petty irrigation schemes taken up by the Government 
in the province would be financed and assisted by the revenues from the 
Centre. At once the whip of the department went over to the districts and 
the District Magistrates, the District Engineers and the Executive Engineers 
felt one thing but they insisted that something has to be done because the 
Government of India would pay the money and the Bengal Government 
should see their way that their money is spent and that the local authori- 
ties must be as quick to do things as possible and the result has been that 
embankments which were proposed to be abolished on a unanimous recom- 
mendation of all the available local opinions endorsed by the officials of the 
Irrigation Department, these embankments are again being set up and the 
zemindars and other influential persons are influencing the persons of the 
Department to do things in their own way. The result has been that the 
embankments which are going to be set up or repaired at the cost of the 
public revenues will be a permanent source of destruction to the standing 
crop of thousands and thousands of acres of land. The reason is obvious, 
If water is not allowed to pass on account of some impediment standing, it 
may for the time being do some good to the restricted area but a larger area 
which requires a free passage and flow of water will suffer. As a matter of 
fact I am speaking from what I know in my district as to how embankments 
have caused devastation to standing crop and therefore my idea is that the 
law of 1882 should not only be amended in part and piecemeal but this law 
should be repealed altogether and Government should consider the desir- 
ability of bringing sx comprehensive legislation which will give good bye to 
all that was necessary in the past and which will take stock of the existing 
state of things and m this matter Government should be advised not only 
by its own department but Government should take special opinion of the 
district boards, municipalities and local bodies which are strictly function- 
ing in every locality and non-official of all sort should be elicited. There- 
fore I would request the Hon’ble Minister to consider this question from a 
constructive point of view. Let this Act, namely, Bengal Embankment Act 
of 1882. come to an end. Let a new Bill be drafted by the Minister and 
let it be influenced pd determined and guided by official and non-official 
opinion and the opinion of the expert so that a comprehensive Bill will bring 
in legislation which will serve the purposes of all sections and will be for 
the lasting benefit of agriculturists of this province. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Proeanna Pain that the Bengal 
Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council be .taken into consideration was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and agreed 
to. 

Clause 2. 

Dr. NALINAKiHA 8ANYAL: Sir, in moving the amendment given 
notice of I only seek to clarify one point which in a way is contained in 
sections 58 to GO of the Act regarding the apportionment of cost amongst 
various parties benefited through this measure. I move that in clause 2(6) 
after the proposed clause (la) of section 7 of the Act, the following proviso 
be added, namely: — 

“Provided that no additional burden for the maintenance or repairs of 
such embankment may be imposed on the adjoining tenants or 
on the landlord unless proportionate benefit is accrued to them/* 

Sir, I feel that in matters like this when Government find it necessary 
in public interest to come forward with a suggestion through their local 
officials to effect some executive act by way of issuing an order for repairs 
of an embankment by private parties, Government should also be in a position 
to contribute something towards that act. Unfortunately, it was not possible 
within the rules of the Assembly to suggest that part of the repairs cost be 
borue by Government because rules will not permit me to impose any burden 
by amendment on the Provincial Government. My intention has been, Sir, 
that there should be some reasonable contribution by Government and the 
public should not be called uj>on to bear a portion of the cost higher than 
the actual benefit that may be obtained from the same. If on a reading 
of the relevant sections, sections 54 to 60 as a matter of fact, it is the 
opinion of the Government that my motion is not necessary, I shall not 
press it to vote. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, in regard to the 
observations made by Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, I shall have the position 
examined in view of the submissions which he bus made. 1 would only 
like to point out that opinions differ with regard to the utility of embank- 
ments. Some experts say that embankments are absolutely ruinous; some 
say that they are necessary. 

With regard to the amendment of I)r. Sanyal, I should say that it is 
redundant because the purpose which he tries to secure is already secured 
by the provisions of apportionment amongst zemindars under clause 58 and 
amongst tenure-holders under clause 59 — about ratable proportion of bene- 
fits so receievd or the areas so benefited. In this view I shall seriously ask 
Dr. Sanyal to withdraw his amendment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Yes, Sir, I have no objection to with- 
draw my amendmend. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 2(6) after the pro- 
posed clause (la) of section 7 of the Act, the following proviso be adaed, 
namely : — 

“Provided that no additional burden for the maintenance or repairs of 
such embankment may be imposed on the adjoining tenants or 
on the landlord unless proportionate benefit is accrued to them.” 
was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and agreed 
to. 
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Preamble . 

The question that the preamble stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

The Hon'ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1944, as settled in the 
Assembly, be parsed. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise 
to oppose this motion on the ground that the Bengal Embankment Act 
should be repealed instead of being amended in the way it is sought to be 
amended. In this matter, Sir, the Hon‘ble Minister wants to say that there 
is difference of opinion with regard to the necessity of embankments. But, 
Sir, I speak from my own experience. So far as the Gumti Embankment is 
concerned in the district of Tippera, this is a question which is agitating 
for the last 100 years and the opinions of a good many experts have been 
taken over this question and as there have J)een breaches in the embankment 
almost annually, flood is now almost an annual visitation. With regard to 
this matter, since the year 1937 — since I have been here — I have been pres- 
sing that something must be done with regard to this embankment. As a 
matter of fact, there was a conference and in the conference that was held in 
December, 1939, it was decided unanimously and the experts agreed that 
the embankment should be done away with. As amongst the members 
present and as amongst the cxj^rts, there was the unanimous decision that 
the embankment should be done away with and that was the policy of the 
Government for a long time. A portion of the Gumti Embankment was 
done away with long before. Our contention was that the embankment on 
both sides should be done away with and the contention was accepted bv all 
the ex|K*rts present, but peculiarly, Sir, instead of doing away with the 
embankment, it has now been heightened. The Hon’ble Minister knows 
that the embankment has been heightened, it has been broadened and it has 
been made jmrro on two sides. It has been made pure a on account of the 
proximity of the aerodrome, this is the reason, but not for the benefit of the 
people or for the benefit of the agrieulturists. I know, Sir, that a portion of 
it has been made pucca for the benefit of the uerodroine and some portion has 
not been made pucca. The result is that there will be breaches iu that part 
of the embankment and there will be annual visitation of floods. So, Sir, 
it is not a fact that there was a difference of opinion with regard to doing 
away with the embankment. The opinion was unanimous that he embank- 
ment should be done away with. 

So, Sir, I beg to submit that there was no necessity for a Bill like this. 
There was necessity for a Bill for repealing the Bengal Embankment Act 
and finding out means as to how* floods could be averted in places where there 
are embankments and how* agriculture could be improved. With these few 
words, I oppose this motion. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain that the Bengal 
Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1944, as settled in the Assembly, be passed, 
was then put and agreed to. 


Adioummftnt. 

The House was than adjourned at 5-35 p.ro. till 4 p.m. on Thursday, the 
1st March, 1945, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the AJ&embly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
1st March, J945, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mt. Syed # Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 11 
Hon’bie Ministers and 175 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Assault on security prisoners in the Presidency Jail. 

•94. Mr. NI3HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether he 
received telegraphic messages, dated the 25th April, 1943, from certain 
M.L.As. now lodged in the Presidency Jail severally and also jointly relat- 
ing to assault on the security prisoners in the Presidency Jail? 

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when he received those telegraphic messages and what action 
or actions did he take in respect of complaint made in them? 

i i) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table the contents 
e telegraphic messages? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state — 

(t) whether he received auv other letter or letters from the members 
referred to in (a), and if so, 

(ri) when ; 

(in) what were the contents of those letters; 

(tv) what action or actions he proposes to take on the complaints made 
in those letters; and 

(v) whether any of the Hon'ble Ministers or the Inspector-General of 
Prisons visited the Presidency Jail after receiving the information 
of the incident of the 25th April, 1943. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED A LI (on bahalf of tho Hon’ble Khwala 
Sir Naiimuddin): (a) to ( d ) The subject-matter of this question was fully 
dealt with in my reply to question No. 439, dated the 23rd June, 1944, asked 
by Mr. SibnatK Banerjee and I refer the honourable member to the inter- 
pellations on that question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
this question is quite different from the question No. 439 dated the 23rd 
June, 1944, and it contains more new questions than those asked in question 
No. 439. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If it is a new matter you can put supple* 
mentary questions. ^ 

Khan Bahadur MDH AHMED A LI: The subject-matter of this question 
was dealt with in that question and also in the interpellations afterwards 
that followed the reply to the original question. It is not an identical 
question. The subject-matter of this question was dealt with in the main 
question No. 439 and its reply or in supplementary to that question. 


* 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon^le Minister be pleased 
to state the substance of the telegraphic message f 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mfa 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. On a point of order, Sir. It is 

stated that the reply which is wanted by this question^ is covered by the 
answer to question No. 439. Over this matter there is a great deal of 
difference of opinion. On behalf of Government it is stated that the matter 
iB covered. We contend that it is not. covered. So it will be in the interests 
of both sides to have the matter cleared up, and if we agree, I suggest that 
these three questions, namely, questions Nos. 94 , 95, and 9(> may be held 
over, so that both parties may look into the questions and answers and they 
might ascertain whether it is really covered or whether it should be treated 
as a fresh question. It is no use arguing now whether it is covered or not 
covered. 

Mf. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: If you want to elicit further information, 
you may put supplementary questions. But if it is the desire of the House 
to hold these three questions over, I have no objection. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, what will be the utility of 
bolding over r hese questions? This question has been discussed threadbare 
in interpellations not once, but several times. Of course, if the honourable 
member insists, I have no objection to hold them over for a day or two, but 
Government would like to know whether the honourable members are ia 
earnest to do that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANAYL: Certainly. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: These three questions are held over. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, there is no question replied as 
No. 439, dated the 23rd .lune, 1944. The reference has been wrongly given. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The number may be wrong. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When the question will come up the next 
day, you can raise that point then. 

Supersession in Caloutta Polioe. 

*97. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: (a) U the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware of the fact — 

( t ) that the permanent Sub-Inspectors of Police under the Calcutta Police 
Force, are some times to work even under the officiating Sub- 
Inspectors of Police who are, in fact, Assistant Sub-Inspectors 
in rank; and 

< n) that aforesaid officiating Sub-In Hectors of Police are, often, placed 
in charge of police-stations in preference to highly qualified and 
experienced permanent Sub-Inspectors ? 

(5) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

u) how many such cases of supersession have occurred during the last 
5 years ; and 

(ii) under what circumstances? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether such super- 
session contravenes the statutory rules of the Department? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the Govern- 
ment propose to take in the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of tha HonTbla Khwaja 8ir 
Nazimuddin): (a) (t) and (c) No. 
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(ii) In some cases officiating Sub-Inspectors with experience are placed 
in charge of police-stations in preference to permanent Sub-Inspectors who 
are junior in service and have very little experience of thana work. This 
also happens some times when suitable permanent Sub-Inspectors are not 
available as they are wanted for more responsible posts due to the emergency. 

(i) Three. 

(it) As stated in (a) (ii). 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are those “responsible posts due to the emergency” he has 
referred to in his reply (a) (ii) ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Many responsible posts due to the 
creation of the Enforcement Branch and other branches like that. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give us the rule or rules by which he says that supersession is not against 
the statutory rules of the department? In reply to question (c) he has said 
“No.” which means supersession is allowed under the rules. Will he be 
pleased to give us the number of the rules or provisions by which such 
supersession is allowed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have said that this does not 
contravene the statutory rules. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give us some idea on what rule he bases this reply? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question of rule does not arise. 
It amounts to this that no statutory rules have been contravened. 

Applicability of rules of Jail Code to security prisoners. 

•98. Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether security prisoners are amenable in all respects to the rules 
in the Jail Code; and 

(it) whether communications with and correspondence to and from these 
prisoners are controlled and censored by the District Police? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state under what authority they do so ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a copy cf 
the rules and regulations and procedure governing such communications and 
correspondence? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether security prisoners are classified; and 

(ii) whether the rules in Chapters XXXVI and XXXVII of the Bengal 

Jail Code, 7th edition, apply to security prisoners? 

(e) If not, what are the rules that govern them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (a) (i) and (d) No. 

(ii) and (b) I refer the honourable member to the provisions of rule 22 
of the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, a copy of which is placed in the 
Library. 

(c) A copy of the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, 1940, has already 
been placed m the library. 

(e) The Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, 1940. 
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Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to question (<*) (ti), 
viz., whether communications with and correspondence to and from these 
prisoners are controlled and censored by the District Police, and in view 
of the fact that this rule 22 of the Bengal Security Prisoners Buies referred 
to in the reply lays down that the District Police Officers will censor the 
letters, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state on what authority the 
police officers other than the District Police Officers censor these letters? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member to 
the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: I know that. My question is under 
what rules this power of District Police Officers has been taken by the Deputy 
Inspectors-Oeneral of Bengal? For instance, the letters written by and 
letters written to Mrs. Lila Rov are censored not by the District Police 
Officers but by the Deputy Inspectors-Oeneral of Bengal. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: How does this question arise out of 

this? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In reply to question (a) (ti) “whether 
communications with and corresjMmdence to and from these prisoners are 
controlled and censored by the District Police 0 you have referred to rule 22. 
It lays down that the District Officer is the competent authority to censor 
letters of prisoners detained in his district. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state under what rule the authority of the District Police Officer 
has been usurped by the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Bengal, in 
censoring the letters of Mrs. Lila Roy who is lodged in the Dinajpur JailP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Grievances of under-trial prisoners in different jails ef Midnapore. 

*99. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL* (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state the total number 
of undertrials on the 20th June, H)4d, in the different jails of the district of 
Midnapore? 

(h) Is it a fact — 

(?) that the undertrials from the flood-affected areas form the major 
part; 

(it) that they are confined for many months without being prosecuted to 
any Court of Justice; 

(in’) that they are clad in rags barely covering the loins; apd 

(ir) that they do not get any dish or cup for taking their food and drink- 
ing water? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleaded to state what steps he is proposing to take in the matter to mitigate 
their suffering? 

(d) Is it a fact that the jails of the Midnapore district are overcrowded 
with undertrials? 

• (e) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps he 
proposes to take in the matter? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (an bahalf «f tha Hon’ble KHwtJa Sir 
HazbmitMin): (a) 1,789. 

(b) ( t ) Except ill the Tamluk Sub-Jail, the major part of the undertrials 
does not come from the flood-affected areas. 

$ 

(ii) A number of'under-trial prisoners of the Oontai and Tamluk subdivi- 
sions are still confined in the Midnapore Central Jail. They are always pro- 
duced before the local Court for fresh remands till they are taken to their 
own subdivisions for trial. Some of the under-trial prisoners concerned in 
dacoity cases were detained in the Jhargram Sub-Jail for a few months 
which was absolutely necessary to complete investigation. In Tamluk, 
Ghatal and Contai Sub- Jails the under- trial prisoners are regularly produced 
before the Courts for necessary trials and there are no cases of long deten- 
tion in these Sub- Jails. 

(Hi) No. 

(iv) In the Midnapore Central Jail during the unexpected influx of a 
large number of prisoners there was scarcity of aluminium feeding utensils 
but they have since been supplied with necessary utensils. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Yes, except the Ghatal Sub- Jail. 

(e) The question of construction of hash* i accommodation in the Jhar- 
gram and Tamluk Sub-Jails to relieve congestion in these Sub-Jails is under 
consideration of Government. The Inspector-General of Prisons, Bengal, 
has already taken up the question of extension of the Contai Sub-Jail. As 
to the overcrowding of under-trial prisoners in the Midnapore Central Jail 
the measures for relief are being examined. 

Mr# I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: In view of answer (b) (ui). will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how* it -was ascertained that the cloth- 
ings were not rags? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* From the report of the Superinten- 
dent it transpired so. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: With reference to answer (/>) (iv), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was the special arrangement 
made for the influx of the large number of prisoners as regards their feeding 
utensils, clothing, etc.? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Those who were in rags were 
supplied with some clothings. So far as feeding utensils are concerned till 
the receipt of aluminium utensils meals were supplied in sal leaves. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state how long they were supplied with meals in sal leaves? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state when did the Government come to know about the overcrowding in 
the sub- jail in Midnapore? 

Khttl Batwdur MOHAMMED ALI: Soon after the overcrowding took 
place. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: I want the date. 

KhM BMuMur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH 1C UN DU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 

that due to overcrowding the general health of the prisoners has already 
deteriorated and diseases are prevailing there in various forms? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The honourable member refers to 
the present but this influx refers to a period in 1943 when due to famine there 
was a lot of undertrial prisoners and I explained to the House sometime a$o 
in reply to a supplementary token cut motion that Government took certain 
measures in order to relieve congestion. These were premature releases of 
prisoners and dropping of charges against prisoners who were charged with 
offences which were brought about due to scarcity and famine conditions in 
Bengal. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how if there was no overcrowding the question of construction of 
temporary accommodation of the prisoners is still under the consideration of 
Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. The position was acute and Govern* 
ment are examining the question of increased accommodation and, as I have 
already stated in reply to (c), the matter is being examined by the Inspector- 
General of Prisons. There was scarcity during a period in 1943 and the 
position was then very acute. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be oleased 
to state whether he is aware of the fact that a large number of undertrial 
prisoners were taken to the aatlar court and they were kept confined in a small 
room for all the time from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of it. 

Regarding schemes sent for execution and approval by Executive Engineer 
in connection with “Crow More Food” scheme by District Board r 
Chittagong. 

*100. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (/) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Communications and Work! (Irrigation) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) how many schemes were sent for — 

(t) execution, and 

Hi) approval by the Executive Engineer in connection with the 
“Grow More Food” scheme by the District Board of Chitta- 
gong; 

(b) their— 

(i) names, 

(ii) cost involved in each case, and 

(Hi) dates of submission by the District Engineer; and 

(c) ( i ) how many of them have since been approved and sent back to the 

District Board for execution ; and 

(ii) how many of them are being executed by Irrigation Department of 

the Government? 

(II) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(7/7) Is it a fact that these schemes are being sent back again and agaiifti 
to the District Engineer? 
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Mr. d. U. GUPTA (on MuUf of tho Hon%lo Mr. Birate Prasanmi Pain): 

(I) (a) (i) Six schemes were suggested bv the District Board of Chittagong 
for execution by this Department. No detailed projects based on hydraulic 
data were received. Rough estimates only were received. 

(it) Nine schemes were received from the District Board, Chittagong, for 
execution by the District Board cter approval by this Department. 

( b ) The names, cost involved, and the dates of submission by the District 
Engineer are given in the two statements appended hereto. 

(c) (i) No scheme has jet been sent back to the District Board for execu- 
tion after approval by th» Department. The present stages of the schemes 
are explained in the “Remarks” column of the appended statement II. 

(it) One scheme, vis., re-excavation of the Ichakhali Khal in police- 
station Mirsarai is proposed to be taken up this year. The present stages 
of the other schemes are explained in the “Remarks” column of the appended 
statement I. 

(//) Attention is invited to the “Remarks” columns of the appended 
statements. 

(Ill) This is not & fact as perusal of the “Remarks” columns of the 
Appended statements will show. 


Statement I. 


Schemes suggested by the District Board for execution by the Commwnicc v- 
tions and (/ rrigation) Department. 


Name of scheme. 

Cost as 
estimated 
by the 
District 
Engineer, 

Date of 
submission 
by the 
District 
Board. 

Remarks. 


Rs. 

* 


*<1) Khandakia Irrigation Scheme 
in police-station Hath&zari. 

5.812 

November, 

1943. 

From investigation made so far, 
the scheme does not appear 
to be feasible. Further in- 
vestigation is being made. 

<(2) Re-excavation of Rakhali Khal 
in police-station Boalkhali. 

5,258 

November, 

1943. 

As the scheme involves a ques* 
tion of principle in the matter 
of lowering the bed of a rail- 
way bridge at the cost of the 
Provincial Government the 
matter is under consideration. 

<(3) Re-exoavation of Iohakhali 
Khal in police-station Mir- 

aarai. 

26,350 

November, 

1943. 

A detailed scheme amounting 
to Rs.60,750 has been sanc- 
tioned for execution this year. 

<4) Improvement of Khuralia 
Hilmill Khal in police-station 
Satkania. 

8.596 

November, 

1943. 

Detailed investigation is being 
made. 

it) Re-exoavation of Karan tali 
Khal in polioe -station Hat- 

haaari. 

( 

"*2,328 

November, 

_1943. 

After detailed investigation this 
scheme has been found not to 
be feasible and has been drop- 
ped. 

<B) Bhrnha Khal soheme in Rooxan 

40,000 

30th Nov- 
ember, 1944. 

The scheme is undef investiga- 
tion. 
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Statement II. 

Schemes submitted by the District Engineer to the Executive Engineer for 
approval and execution by the District Board. 



Cost as 

Date of 



estimated 

submission 

> 

Name of scheme. 

by the 
District 
Engineer. 

Rs. 

by the 
District 
Board. 

Remarks. 

(1) Re-excavation of Patial Chari 
Chara in police-station Fatik- 
chari. 

12,252 

16-9-1944 

This scheme was returned to the 
District Engineer on 23rd 
October, 1944, as certain in- 
formation was lacking and 
was received back on 2nd 


December, 1944. The 

scheme i* now under scrutiny; 
if however the estimate stands 
at more than Re. 10,000 this 
will not be a District Board 
scheme. 


(2) Re-excavation of Kazir Khai 
in police-station Patiya. 


(3) Constructing embankment on 
the seashore in police-station 
Sitakunda, Section 1, from 
Sikdar to Karbakhali Khal. 


(4) Constructing embankment on 

the seashore in police-station 
Sitakunda, Section II, from 
Karbakhali Khal to Sandwip 
Ferry Ghat. 

(5) Constructing embankment on 

the seashore in police-station 
Sitakunda, Section III, from 
Basarullah's House to Sonai • 
chart Road. 

(6) Constructing embankment on 

the bank of Feni river 
in police-station Mirsarai, 
Section I, from Mabarak- 
ghona to Robertganj Road. 

(7) Constructing embankment on 

the bank of Feni river in 
police-station Mirsarai. 
oection II, from Robertganj 
Road to a mosque in North 
Ichakhali. 


(8) Constructing embankment on 
the bank of Feni river in 
police-station Mirsarai, 
Section III, from the mosque 
in North Ichakhali to 
House in West Ichakhali. 

’ (8) Excavation of Mithacheta 
fChal in Hathacari. 


18,616 16-91944 This was returned to the Distriot 

Engineer on 23rd October, 
1944, as certain information 
was lacking and was received 
back on 13th November, 1944 
The scheme has since been 
approved by the Superintend- 
ing Engineer. As however 
the cost is more than 
Rs. 10,000 execution will not 
be done by the District 
Board. 

7,953 16-9-1944 Returned to the District Engi- 

neer on 30th October, 1944, 
for further information and 
has not yet been received 
back. 


8,888 16-9-1944 Ditto. 

5,633 16-9-1944 Ditto 

9.979 16-9-1944 Ditto. 

9.979 16-9-1944 Ditto. 

9,356 16 9*1944 Ditto. 


15,734 14-7-1944 The sctome was not found to be 

feasible and was dropped. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

MedioaJ treatment of security prisoner, Srijut Kedareswar Sen Gupta. 

30 . Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact— • 

(*) that Srijut Kedareswar Sen Gupta, a security prisoner, was recently 
admitted into the Medical College Hospitals for treatment of some 
malignant diseases; 

(ii) that the doctors in attendance prescribed medicines and diet that 

would cost more than the scheduled rate of expenditure allowed to 
a security prisoner; and 

(iii) that the Government having refused to provide the extra amount to 

cover the value of the prescriptions the security prisoner in ques- 
tion had to leave the Medical College Hospitals without treatment? 

(b) If the answer to (a)(rii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons why Government refused to sanction 
the costs of prescriptions that were intended to cure the suffering prisoner? 

( c ) Will the Government consider the desirability of — 

( i ) allowing the necessary costs to enable the prisoner in question to 
undergo the prescribed treatment ; and 

(it) making provisions for extra allowances required for the treatment of 
security prisoners when according to expert medical advice it is 
necessary ? 

The Hobble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a)(i) The prisoner was last 
admitted in the Medical College Hospitals on 18th October, 1943, as the Jail 
Superintendent apprehended that the patient was sinking in spite of the best 
available treatment in jail. On admission he was examined by the First 
Physician of the Medical College Hospitals who was of opinion that the pri- 
soner’s case was not serious and that he was suffering from only indigestion 
and the effects of the constipation which could be treated with pioper diet. 
He was accordingly retransferred to Jail. 

(it) and (Hi) No. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
fa state whether it is a fact that Sj. Kedareswar Sen Gupta, the security 
prisoner in question, has been confined to bed for the last £0 years and 
that at the time of his arrest he was carried to the jail on a stretcher. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The patient really complains of 
general weakness and he has been in bed for the last 14 years according to 
his own statement. That is true. He says that he has to remain m bed 
for general weakness. As regards other matters I have already referred 
to them in the reply. 

Mf. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether Sj. K. Sen Gttpta feels and has expressed that he may 
improve if he is transferred to' any bracing climate somewhere else m the 
province? 

Khan Bihadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of that opinion 
of his. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to question 
(a) (it) and (Hi), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to either place the 
correspondence that passed between the Medical College authorities and the 
Government or give us the substance of the correspondence that passed 
between them? 

Khtfl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* I am unable to place the corre- 
spondence here. If the honourable member likes I can give the medical 
report on the prisoner’s health. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
the House for how many days Kedareswar Babu was in the Medical College? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In view of the f ac t that the medicines 
and diets prescribed in the Medical College are costly, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether these medicines and diets are being 
given to Kedareswar Babu? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the latest date of the medical report and what the medical 
report referred to by him is? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is dated 5th December, 1944, 
and it runs as follows:—# 

Chest . — Heart regular in force and rhythm, sounds rather weak, other- 
wise no abnormality detected. 

Lung*. — Clean, nothing abnormal. B. P. 112/90. 

Abdomen. — Retracted, moves normally on respiration. Nothing 

abnormal discovered on palpitation. 

Lower extremeties wasted from disuse. Muscular movements normal. 
Tendor jerk sluggish. There are Urticarial patches at present on the nape 
of the neck, left arm and lower limbs. These are occasional. They come 
and go and have completely resisted treatment. 

Since his arrival in Jalpaiguri Jail, sputum has been examined on five * 
different occasions with negative results. The latest report from Jackson 
Medical School Laboratory is attached. 

Microscopical examination of stool on 1st December 1944 shows nothing 
abnormal. Blood on 1st December 1944 shows R. B. C. 4*66 mill per cm., 
W.B.C. 5,600 per cm. H.B. 73 per cent, (sahli). Differential count shows 
nothing abnormal. Patient has been on normal diet since his arrival in 
this jail, in addition he received one seer of milk and over one seer of fruits 
daily. He sleeps well. 

The present state of health is indifferent, mainly on account of long 
confinement to bed. He makes no effort to get up and try to move about. 
The medical officer has been unable to discover any cause which would 
explain his symptoms. His weight stands stationair in this jail which is 
now 74 lbs. His health has actually improved since his arrival when he had 
a troublesome cough with a slight evening rise of temperature, anorexia, 
constipation and flatulence. These have all settled down at present. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state who is the medical officer whose report has been read out and what 
are his medical qualifications? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He is the Superintendent of the 
Jalpaiguri Jail and probably he is the Civil Surgeon tnere. 



S08 QUESTIONS. [1st Maech, 

Dr# NALINAK8HA SAHYALs Has lie got any specialised qualifica- 
tions for tuberculosis P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any X’ray photo was taken of this prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: From the report it appears that it 
was taken. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government is considering the desirability of consulting 
an expert — a more capable physician or surgeon — in view of the report 
contained in the present medical report that the doctor concerned has not 
been able to ascertain the cause of his present condition? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was put under a thorough 
examination so far as his chest, lungs, abdomen, and liver and spleen are 
concerned, but nothing abnormal except general weakness due to lethargy 
has been found. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the report shows that the medical 
officer has not been able to ascertain the cause of the present condition of the 
patient. Therefore, does the Government consider the desirability of 
having that security prisoner examined by some other more competent 
specialist or more competent medical man? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was* not only examined by a 
doctor but there was a clinical and bacteriological examination also. His 
sputum was examined on five different occasions but they always proved 
negative and there was nothing abnormal or wrong with the security 
prisoner. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Government consider the desir- 
ability of allowing the prisoner to he examined by a doctor of his own choice 
at Government cost? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He has got the best medical atten- 
tion including that of the first physician ot the Medical College. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Government considering the 
desirability of taking an X’ray photo to see whether he is suffering from 
intestinal or pulmonary tuberculosis? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I might add that he was brought 
to Calcutta and was examined by the first physician of the Medical College 
who was of the opinion that there was nothing seriously wrong with the 
patient except chronic constipation. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Can the Hon’ble Minister tell us 
whether the patient was X’rayed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot definitely say that, but 
from the report it appears that he was. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In view of the Government reply that 
he was suffering from tuberculosis, will the Government be pleased to 
consider the desirability of having him examined by a tuberculosis expert? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If facilities exist in. Jalpaiguri 
and if he has not been already examined, he will be examined. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Government be pleased to 
consider the desirability of transferring him to Calcutta and have him 
examined P 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That was done. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY. With reference to the answer just 
given will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he was examined 
by any tuberculosis specialist in Calcutta? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Health of Srijut Brojendranath Das, a security pr i soner. 

31. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether Srijut 
Brojendranath Das of Faridpur district, a security prisoner now in the Pre- 
sidency Jail, Calcutta, was X-rayed recently? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Bon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the full report of the examination ? 

(c) Is it a fact — 

(i) that his both lungs have been affected ; 

(ii) that he has got blood pressure ; and 

(tu) that sugar has been found in urine examination? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, is the Bon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of releasing him ? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government contemplate to give him facilities 
to be treated under doctors of his own choice at his own expense, if so 
directed ? 

(/) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, what steps do the Govern- 
ment propose to take to get him cured of the illness? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The prisoner has been 
detained in the Jadabpur T.B. Hospital since 3rd May, 1944, where he was 
last X-rayed on the 21st November, 1944. 

( /;) The report is as below — 

Right side — No pvidence of infiltration. 

Left Hide — Five-sixth collapsed by A.P. with a long thin band of adhe- 
sion to the apical wall. 

(c) (i) No. 

in) His blood pressure report is 128/78. 

(in) His sugar report is: Blood sugar 0 (59 per cent. Urine sugar Nil, 
on 9th May, 1944. Trace on 12th October, 1944. 

(d) to (/) The prisoner has already been transferred to the Jadabpur T.B. 
Hospital w here he is getting all necessary treatment at Government expense. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given that 
this security prisoner is suffering from blood pressure, diabetes and tuber- 
culosis, does the Hon’ble Minister consider it desirable to release him 
immediately ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The prisoner has already been 
transferred to the Jadavpui Tuberculosis Hospital where he is getting all 
necessary medical treatment at Government expense. 

Alleged assault on security prisoners in the Presidency Jail. 

3 £ Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact— - 

(i) that in the evenings of the 25th April, 1943, there was an assault 
on security prisoners in Presidency Jail by some of the Jail Offlcers f 
warders ana ordinary prisoners; * 
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(n) that as a result about 30 of the security prisoners including Srijut 
Dharanath Bhattacherya, aged over 60 years, were seriously 
wounded ; 

(Hi) that three of the security prisoners, viz., Srijuts Anil Ghosh, Usha 
Ranjan Boy and Murari Banerjee had to be removed to Medical 
College Hospitals that very night in a bleeding and unconscious 
condition; and 

(iv) that the Hon'ble Home Minister was immediately informed of the 
incident ? 

( b ) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Hon’ble Home Minister has visited the jail after the 

incident; and 

(ii) if so, what steps he has taken to find out the culprits and to punish 

them ; 

(Hi) whether — 

(1) Srijut Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a., lodged a complaint to 
the Chief Presidency Magistrate on the 27th Apnl, 1943, 
through the jail office, 

(2) Srijut Satyesh Bhattacherya filed a case in the court of the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate on the 28th April, 1943, and 

(3) Srijuts Anil Ghosh and Usha Ranjan Roy jointly filed a case 
on the 6th May, 1943, to the Chief Presidency Magistrate 
through the jail office in the presence of Rai Bahadur Jaga- 
bandhu Bhattacharya, Deputy Commissioner, Special 
Branch (2) ; 

(iv) whether it is a fact that as no case was started by the Chief Presi- 
dency Magistrate a notice was given to the Hon’ble Home 
Minister on the 10th June, 1943, by Srijuts Satin Sen, Nishitha 
Nath Kundu, m.l.a., Sibnath Banerjee, m.l.a., and 10 other 
security prisoners that unless Government took steps they would 
be compelled to take upon themselves voluntary sufferings like 
fasting, etc., after the 25th June, 1943; 

( v ) whether on the 25th June, 1943, the Deputy Secretary informed 
the security prisoners that the cases filed before the Chief Pre- 
sidency Magistrate were sent back to the court by Government 
for disposal; 

(in’) whether many of the accused and the witnesses have already been 
transferred or released from this jail ; 

(vii) whether any case has been started up till now (3rd September, 
1943) ; and 

(vwi) what are the reasons for the delay in starting the criminal case 
after the application was made? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (b) The subject- 
matter of this question was fully dealt with in my reply to question No. 439, 
dated the 23rd June, 1944, asked by Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, and I refer 
the honourable member to the interpellations on that question. 

(As soon as unstarred question No. 32 was called.) 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, this question may be held over 
as it relates to starred questions Nos. 94, 95 and 96 which have been held 
over. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If that is the desire of the House, let this 
question be held over. 

(The question was accordingly held over.) 
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Giant of family allowance to detenus, Beta Jogesti Chandra Chalcraharty 

and others, 

S3. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: (a) Will the Hobble Minister 
*Ib charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether the following 
detenus made any applications stating the number of dependents and the 
income they had at the time of arrest for grant of allowances, vis. : — 

(t) detenu Srijut Jogesh Chandra Chakra barty now detained in Daooa 
Central Jail; 

(it) detenu Srijut Ramesh Chandra (Jhosh now detainetl in Dacca Central 
Jail; and 

(hi) detenu Srijut Nalini Chakravartv now detained in Dum Dum Central 
Jail? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) whether any enquiry has been made us to the facts stated in their 
applications ; 

(at) whether allowances have been granted to them; and 

(Hi) if not, why not? 

(c) Do the Government consider the desirability of granting allowances 
to them? 

The Hen'ble Khwaja Sir NAIIMUDDIN: (a) Yea. 

(b)(i) Yes. 

(it) and (c) No. 

(in) JJabu Jogesh Chandra Chakrabarty .—The security prisoner has no 
wife or child to maintain and was not earning anything before his arrest. 
There are several other earning members in the joint family which is self- 
supporting. 

Babu Ramesh Chandra Ghosh.— The security prisoner is unmarried. His 
widowed mother is being maintained by his other two brothers. 

Babu Nalini Nath Chakramirty.— The security prisoner is a bachelor 
and was unemployed l»efore his arrest. 

Grant of family allowances to certain security prisoner*. 

34. Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE; (a) With reference to the answer 
to starred question 23 on 10th February, 1043, regarding the family 
allowance of Srijut Narendra Nath Das, security prisoner now detained at 
Dum Dum Central Jail, will the Hon’ble Munster m charge of the Home 
Department be pleased to state whether he is contemplating to increase the 
allowance to Rs.76 per month, the amount he used to draw from the Bengal 
Mill Owners’ Association? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 1)6 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 

*(t) that security prisoner Srijut Shyamcharan Biswas of Chittagong, 
a security prisoner of Dum Dum Central Jail, applied several times 
for the grant of family allowance ; 

(it) that his application has been rejected ; 

(lit) that there is no other earning member in his family which consists 
of 6 members ; 

(it?) that the family is facing starvation ; and 

(t?) that some of his properties have been sold in auction for arrears of 
^ rent? 
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(d) If the answer to (c) be in the affirmative, does the Hon'ble Minister 
propose to reconsider his case and save the family from starvation ? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that Srijut Dinesh Chandra Chakravarty of Dacca, a security prisonef 

now detained at Dum Dum Central Jail, applied for family allow- 
ance on 27th September, 1943, followed by several reminders ; 

(it) that he managed a shop dealing with watches and electrical goods 
and earned on an average a net income of about Bs.100 a month; 
and 

(iii) that after his arrest the shop is practically closed and fetches a veiy 
small income? 

(/) If }he answer to (< e ) is in the affirmative, does the Hon'ble Minister 
propose to grant him an adequate family allowance? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that security prisoner Srijut Rameshchandra Chatterjee, b.l., a prac- 

tising pleader of the Judge’s Court, Dacca, and earning a decent 
sum, who was arrested on 30th June, 1941, and now has been 
detained at Buxa Special Jail, applied for grant of family allow- 
ance several times; 

(ii) that his brother security prisoner Srijut Santimoy Chatterjee who 

was arrested on 20th April, 1942, and is now detained at Dum 
Dum Central Jail, also applied for the grant of family allowance 
several times, the date of application being 20th October, 1944 ; 

(iii) that Srijut Santimoy Chatterjee earned an income of Ks.75 per 

month from jute business at Naravangunge ; and 

(iv) that their old father has been put to very great financial difficulties 

as a result of the deprivation of the income from the above two 
sources ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether they have been granted any family allowance; and 
(it) whether Government contemplate giving their family consisting of 
20 members any allowance? 

( i ) If the answer to (h) ( it ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The HOfl’Mt Khwtja Sir NAIIMUDDIN: (a) No. The allowance has 
since been enhanced to Rs.30 per mensem. 

(b) The amount is considered adequate in this case. 

(c) (i), (it) and (e) (i) Tee. 

(tit) and (iv) The security prisoner is a bachelor, parentless and has no 
dependants to support. 

(r) No. The properties referred to were sold on auction before his arrest. 

(d) and (g) (ui), (iv), (h) (i) and (it) No. 

(e) (it) and (iii) No. The shop is managed by his brother Babu Suresh 
Chandra Chakrabartty, 

( f ) Does not arise. 

(g) (i) Tes, but he had practically no income as a pleader before his 

arrest. **> 

(it) No. He was arrested on the 12th April, 1942, and the date of his 
last application was 20th November, 1944. 

(i) The two security prisoners had practically no income before their 
arrest. They have no wife or child to maintain. The father has an income 
of Ba.96 per mensem from his pay and Rs.2,000 per year from his jute 
business. ~ 
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Appointment in Judicial Department. 

35* Mr* PATIRAM ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) how many appointments have been made in his Department since 
January, 1942; 

(it) how many of them are — 

(1) Clerks, 

(2) Munsifs, and 

(3) Sub-Judge; and 

(tit) how many of them belong to (mentioning separately) — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled Castes, and 

(3) Muslims P 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the Public Service Commission recommends the appointment of 
Munsifs? 

(r) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the names, batch 
by batch, of those who have been recommended by the said Commission for 
the appointment? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Miu inter be pleased to state — 

(i) how many of them have already been appointed in tbe service 
(Munsif) ; 

(li) whether communal ratio has been maintained; and 
(tit) the names of the appointed candidates? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU&HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur; (a) (i) 

1,570 excluding the number of Sub-Judges who are not appointed but are 
simply promoted from the rank of Munsifs by tbe High Court. 

( ii ) (1) Four hundred and eighty-two. 

(2) Seventy-eight. 

(3) No direct appointments are made to the posts of Sub-Judges and 
under section 255(3) of the Government of India Act, 1935, Munsifs are 
promoted to the rank of Sub- Judges by the High Court. 

(in) (1) Clerks 103, Munsifs 30 and Sub-Judges (vide answer to clause 

(a) (it) (3).l 

(2) Clerks 84, Munsifs 9 and Sub-Judges [ vide answer to clause (a) (ii) 

(3)]. 

(3) Clerks 235, Munsifs 39 and Sub-Judges [vide answer to clause (a) (ii) 

(»)]• 

(b) and (d) (ii) Yes. 

(c) The names cannot be disclosed as the matter is treated as confidential. 

(d) ( i ) Please refer answer to clause (a) (it) (2). 

(Hi) The list of names is placed on the Library Table. 

Mr* DHIREMDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that as a result of tbe recent appointments of Munsiffs there has been much 
deterioration of service P 

Mr. 3YED ABDUL MAJID: I am not aware of any deterioration of 
tbe service. All these persons were selected by tbe Public Service Commis- 
sion and on their recommendation the appointments were made. 
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Or, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer that the 
names cannot he disclosed as the matter is treated as confidential, will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state since when has Government developed 
this mentality that the names of persons recommended by the Public Service 
Commission cannot be disclosed inasmuch as we had in this House pre- 
viously any number of such recommendations brought to notice? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: I cannot tell the exact time when this 
system has been introduced, but so far as I know, the names of the persons 
recommended by the Public Service Commission but who have not been 
appointed are not generally disclosed. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the order of the recommendations of the Public Service Commis- 
sion has been strictly followed in this case? 

Mr, 8YED ABDUL MAJID* Yes, Sir, absolutely strictly. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral ana were were given) 

Arrest, detention and release of State and security prisoners since the 
assumption of ofVtoe by the present Ministry. 

•1*1. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department l>e pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing as on the 24th April, 1948, when the present Ministry assumed 
office — 

(a) the number of political security prisoners detained under the 

Ordinance ; 

(b) the number ot political prisoners detained under Regulation 111 

of 1818 ; 

(e) the number of such prisoners on the 81st August, 1948; 

(r/) the numlier of such prisoners released since the 24th April, 1943; 

(e) the number of arrests made since the 24th April, 1948; and 

(/) the law or the Ordinances under which they were arrested? 

.. K „ h ^l B *E* d “ r MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Blf NazimwMlfl): The question is unintelligible as it is not clear what 
the honourable member means by the words “Ordinance” and “such prisoners” 
occurring in park M, (r) and (d) of the question 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir 

Rjum Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, can he rise on a point of order 
m the midst of a reply being given? He cannot take cognizance of the 
reply at all till I have finished. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I think it will be bettor for 
you to wait till he has finished. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That means, Sir, that he will take 
advantage of the position which is not regular. 

Mfo DEPUTY SPEAKER L What is your point of order? 

Dr* NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL! My point of order is this. This ques- 
tion was sent to the Assembly Department on the 4th of September, 1943 
and therefrom sent to the Government department on the 9th of September! 
194&, and as is evident from the printed answer given that reference was 
made to the member concerned, and that the member did not care to pursue 
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the question because Government took such a long time in dealing with the 
question that it was absurd and useless to seek to get information after the 
lapse of a year and a half. I would ask if the member concerned does not 
tale any more interest and does not want any reply whether it is necessary 
or possible for your department to print or have this question printed or 
answered in a manner sought to be answered here because the memlter does 
not want any answer to the question. He has withdrawn it. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Well, this point was discussed once and 
possibly an agreement was reached that smut* questions should be withdrawn 
in view of the fact that the answers are not necessary now. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL.* No, no. Tn this particular case, it was 
actually referred back to the Assembly Department and the Assembly 
Department referred to the member. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Y ou are correct that this question was 
received by the department on 4th September 1943 and sent to the Govern- 
ment Department on 9th September 1943 and no doubt it is unusually late, 
but it is not only the question of delay. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a reference to the member, be 
refused to sav anything in the matter. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, it was, I think, on the 31st 
December. 1943, that your department referred the matter to the honourable 
member who put this question after getting a reference from the Home 
Department. It was not so late as Dr. Sanvul makes it out. If you refer to 
your own department — it was letter No. 15015L.A., dated the 31st December, 
1943 — you .will find, Sir, that your department referred the point at issue to 
Mr. Roy f*»r clarification and since then you have not heard anything in 
reply from him. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Therefore the question does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is two or three months and not a 
year and a half, as he says. It was before December, 1943, that you got a 
reference from the Home Department and it was only on the 3lst December, 
1943, that your department referred the matter to Mr. Roy for clarification 
and he failed to reply to you within the period of one year and a half. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Therefore it should have been deemed 
as withdrawn. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The member should have written to 
that effect. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Khan Bahadur, you give your reply. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Moreover it is not dear from parts 
(e) and (f) if Government are required to furnish the number of nil “arrests** 
including those falling under sectious of the ordinary Penal (‘ode 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, what is your ruling? Tf the 
member does not want, you cannot force him to get a reply. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: If he so likes, he can answer the question. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA SANYAL: The member does not like that he 
should get the answer. ' . 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I would refer you to rule 32 of the Assem- 
bly Procedure Rules, 

■ Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: But the member does not want the 
reply. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have not got anything from the member. 
I do not know whether Mr. Roy has written anything withdrawing the 
question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He has not written anything in 
answer to your query whether he wants to have the question answered or 
not. Therefore, it snows that he is not interested in the question. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question does appear in the order 
book and therefore it should come in. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It was wrong on your part to have 
this question on your order book. It is either a fault of your department 
or of the Government. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already drawn your attention to 
rule 32 of the Assembly Procedure Rules. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Which part of the Assembly Proce- 
dure Rules do you refer toP What does it show? If the member does not 
want an answer, it must still be answered? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. He must notify his intention. 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I refer you to rule 32. You 
please read that rule. I have not got or my office has not got any commu- 
nication from Mr. Roy withdrawing that question. It is printed, it is in 
the order book and it is a property of the House. I have allowed the 
honourable member to give the reply. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It was, therefore, referred back 
to the Assembly Department who have informed me that in spite of a 
request to the honourable member for clarification no reply has been 
received. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the honourable member be 
pleased to state whether in September, 1943, when the question was sent 
to the Government for answer, there was any Ordinance other than one 
Ordinance, mz., Ordinance III of 1944, under which prisoners could be 
detained without trial? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the honourable member be 
pleased to state why the question was unintelligible with regard to that 
part, vis., the number of political prisoners detained under Regulation III 
of 1818? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It may not be so with regard to 
that part, but so far as (e) and ( d ) — the number of such prisoners — are 
concerned, it was not intelligible what the member meant by “such 
prisoners'*. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* Such prisoners, I think, evidently 
meant prisoners under (a) and (b). 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, it is not a question of opinion. 
Government are deliberately withholding the answer to the question 
because it is inconvenient. J*’ ' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Certainly not. Government 
attempted to get a clarification but they failed. 

NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* Will the honourable member be 
pleased to state on what point clarification is needed? 
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KNttl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government wanted a clarifica- 
tion of the point at issue. I referred the point to the Assembly Depart- 
ment and the Assembly Department referred jt to the member concerned. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We find the question is clear enough. 
Which portion of the question Government need clarification ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member to 
his Leader who will explain to him. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the honourable member be 
pleased to state on what point the muddle-headed Government want any 
clarification ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state when Government do not understand anything, who can give them 
the brains to understand? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hou’ble Minister please 
look into the question and say whether with reference to the context, vi*., 
with reference to questions (a) and (b), questions (c) and (d) can be only 
explained in this way that the prisoners about whom information was 
asked for were either prisoners detained under the Ordinance, viz., Ordi- 
nance III of 1944, or political prisoners detained under Regulation III of 
1818? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government were not concerned 
either with their own jnterpretation of the question or the interpretation of 
Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu. Government wanted the interpretation of 
Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What was the difficulty in the inter- 
pretation? Which part did not enter the brain of the Government? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: This is not a question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, Government say “unintelligible”. 

I wanted to know r which part did not enter their brain. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question was replied before. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer that the 
question is unintelligible, my supplementary is, which part or which parts 
of this question could not enter the brain of the Government? 

Klltn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, can he put a question like 
that — “enter the brain of the Government”? If the honourable member 
will pay attention to the reply, I am sure that it will become at least deaar 
to him — I do not know, it may take some time to enter his brain — but if he 
pays attention and devotes some amount of time, he will understand which 
portion of the question is unintelligible. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us whether we are to understand that Government has not the com- 
mon intelligence to understand this clear question? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I do not allow that question. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state whether Government will consider the desirability of developing 
their brain a little further to understand these simple things? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; I do not allow ii Next, 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, it is a very important question. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER i I have passed on to the next. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Why should you? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Again, you put a question like ‘’why 
should you'’. I have heard at least 5 or 0 questions and I have disallowed 
them. I will not allow any other question. Next. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: One question, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how they understood this question and how* they are not 
accepting the interpretation that has been given by Mr. Nishitha Nath 
Kundu? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question of accepting the 
interpretation of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu does not arise. As I stated in 
my reply, we were not concerned with our own interpretation nor the 
interpretation which Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu now puts to it. We were 
concerned with the interpretation which Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy gave to his 
own question. We wanted some clarification on certain points. Govern- 
ment would have been pleased to answer that question if the points had 
been clarified, but no reply was received from the honuourable member up 
to December. 

Df. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the honourable member be pleas- 
ed to state for which portions or with regard to which points clarification 
was needed? 

Mf. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That you put before. How will it help 
you if you put that question again and again? 

Df., NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That question has not been answered. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot help you if it is not answered. 

SI. MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Sir, if a question be sufficiently 
intelligible to you or to the House excepting the Treasury Benches and if 
the Treasury Benches avoid giving reply to it on the ground that it is not 
intelligible to them, what would be the position? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have given my decision on more than 
one occasion in matters like this, and I am sure members know r and know 
very well that the rules provide for no protection. I think it does not 
require any further explanation. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to read out a letter that was written by Government to Mr. Kiran Sankar 
Roy ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* The Home Department wrote the 
letter to the Assembly Department and the Assembly Department referred 
the matter to the honourable member. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to read out that letter which Government wrote to the Assembly 
Department, so that we can understand the position. 

Khait Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have not got a copy of that letter 
with me now. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: WKat is the substance of that letter? 
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, *^** n Brt^r MOHAMMED ALI: Why don’t you ask the Leader of 
tike Congress Party? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: I am asking you. 

Khan Bthadur MOHAMMED ALI: If you refer to the reply I have 
explained the reason why a clarification was needed so far as the occurrence 
of the words ‘‘Ordinance ’ and “such prisoners'* are concerned. Moreover 
it was not clear from parts (e) and ( / ) of the question if Government were 
required to give the number of all arrests including dho.se falling under 
the ordinary Indian Penal ("ode or whether the honourable member only 
referred to arrests made under the Defence of India Pules and the Ordi- 
nance. It was not at all <*lear. Before Government could furnish any 
reply, Government wanted to have a clarification as to what sort of informa- 
tion they were desired to give. Government would have been too pleased 
to furnish this information, but no reply was forthcoming from the honour- 
able member. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVith reference to answer (/), will (he 
Hon ble Minister be pleased to state wherefrom did they get the impression 
that the questioner wanted Government to furinish the number of all arrests 
under the Penal Code when the specific reference was that “they were 
arrested" or “such prisoners” as referred to above were arrested? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: First of all it was not clear what 
“such prisoners” referred to meant; secondly, whether he wanted the 
number of all arrests made since 24th April, 194*1. So we wanted to make 
sure whether he was referring to arrests under certain specific laws or 
ordinance or all arrests made in the province of Bengal in question (/), 
namely, “the law or the ordinances under which they w*cre arrested". 

Illness and release of Babu Rabindranath 8tkdar v a security prisoner in the 
Rqjshahi Central Jail. 

*102. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Dejnutment be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact — 

(i) that Babu Rabindranath Sikdnr of Jalpaiguri, now a security prisoner 
in the Itajshahi Contra! Jail, has -been suffering from chionic 
bowel troubles for about six months last ; 

(it) that in spite of medical treatments in the Jalpaiguri and Kajshahi 
Jails, his troubles show’ no signs of improvement ami he is rather 
growing w r orse day by day ; 

tm) that he has also been suffering from slow fever; and 

(iv) that he has lost about 25 lbs. weight since his arrest? 

(b) If the answer to (a) ( i ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

( i ) whether his case has l>een properly diagnosed; 

(iV) his present weight in comparison with bis weight when he was first 
taken in the Jalpaiguri Jail after arrest; and 

(iii) whether he is considering the desirability of releasing him on ground 
of health or granting him long leave for undergoing treatment 
outside? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of tho Hon’blo Khwa)a 
Sir Nazimuddtn): (a) (i) to (Hi) While in the Baishabi Central Jail the 
.security prisoner had been suffering from various ailments, e,g,, dyspepsia, 
slow* evening temperature, enlarged liver, etc., and local treatment did not 
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produce any appreciable result. He was accordingly transferred to the 
Presidency Jail for examination by the Physician Specialist who has 
recommended his removal to the Medical College Hospitals. Orders have 
since issued to this effect. 

(iv) No. 

(b) ( i ) The Physician Specialist has provisionally diagnosed his case as 
chronic cholecystitis and hepatitis? 

(ii) 97 lbs. and 102 lbs. respectively. 

(Hi) No. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the date from when he was suffering in Jalpaiguri and 
B&jshahi jails? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when it was brought to the notice of this Government that 
ne was suffering and no improvement was indicated in spite of medical 
treatment by the Physicians in charge of Jalpaiguri and Kajshahi? 

Khatl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid I cannot give the 
date off-hand. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: When was he admitted into the 
Medical College? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give the date. I ask 
for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given that 
he has shown no improvement, does the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of releasing him immediately? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government have passed orders 
for the admittance of the security prisoner as an indoor patient. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when that order has been passed and whether he has actually been 
admitted into the Medical College? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give the date. 

Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when this prisoner was transferred to the Presidency 
Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERtVI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when he was transferred to the Medical College? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That question has already been 
asked and I have asked for notice : 

Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: In answer to (b) (t) it is stated 
‘"The Physician Specialist has provisionally diagnosed his case as chronic 
cholecystitis and hepatitis”. When was the diagnosis made? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMEj) ALI: I cannot give the date of diagnosis, 
but the report from the Superintendent, Presidency Jail, mentioning all 
these is dated 18th November, 1944* 

Dr. pHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the present condition of the prisoner? 
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Khali Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give the present condi- 
tion, but I can give his condition as mentioned in the report dated 
November, 1944. 

Increment of family allowano* of security prisoners. 

*103. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon’ Me Minister 

in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it, is a fact— 

(t) that all or some of the security prisoners who were enjoying family 
allowances even from April, 1942, were granted increments during 
the year 1942 ; 

(n) that the same security prisoners or some of .them were granted oent. 
per cent, increments on the increased rates from April, 1943; 

(tit) that Babu Girindra Kumar Basu Neogy detained in the Midnaporo 
Central Jail as a security prisoner was not given any increment 
either in 1942 or in 1943 before April; 

(iv) that an increment of Its. 15 per month was given to Girindra Babu 

with effect from the 1st April, 1943; and 

( v ) that the order sanctioning an increment to Girindra Babu was made 

not before April, 1943? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Hon’ble Minister has published a statement in 
“Banglar Katha” of the 2P)th July, 1943, stating that security prisoners 
getting no increment before April, 1943, were entitled to cent, per oent. 
increments ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(t) whether such increment has been granted to Girindra Babu; and 

( it) if not, the reasons thereof? 

( d ) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of granting an 
increment of Rs.20 to Girindra Babu? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of tho Hon’blt Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (a) (i) Yes. In some cases the family allowances sanctioned 
in 1942 w'ere increased during 1942. 

(it) Yes, in some cases the family allowances were increased by 100 per 
cent, with effect from the 1st April, 1943. 

(iii) to (v) Yes. 

(b) and (d) No. • 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of dependants Girindra Kumar Basu Neogy 
has to maintain? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the initial amount granted to him and what is 
the amount which is now being given to him? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is Hie Hon’ble Minister aware that 
he has a daughter of marriageable age? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROYf Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to make an enquiry about that and try to see that the marriage expenses be 
borne by Government? * 



m QUESTIONS. [1st Maech, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I can give answers to some of 
these questions. I wanted notice because it would take some time. The 
family of the security prisoner consists of nine members. This is in answer 
to the question about the number of dependants. They have 2 khadas of 
land and a small taluk. The total income is Rs. 350 per annum. The 
prisoner had no income before his arrest. The prisoner had a business of 
pulses on one occasion, but he had to give up the business about 4 months 
before his arrest as a result of heavy loss. A family allowance of Rs. 35 
was sanctioned with effect from 1st April 1942 and this has been enhanced 
to Rs. 50 under the present liberal policy of Government. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY* Will the Ilon’ble Minister please 
tell the House who made this enquiry? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is it a fact that this prisoner lias 
got only a taluk property among three brothers, the income of which is 
Rs. 40 and odd annas? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information of Government 
is that the total income from the property is Rs. 350 per annum. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
they have got only 21 bighas of land among the three brothers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know the exact quantity 
of the land they possess. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to make an ennuiry about the income of this property and about the 
khamar land of the prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know it will improve the 
position. The security prisoner according to Government had no income 
before his arrest — 1 mean, lie was not earning anything. He was still 
given an allowance of Rs. 3»> per mensem which lias been increased to 
Rn. 50 per mensem in accordance with the Ministry's liberal policy. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister think it 
desirable to increase the allowance further in view ot the fact that on the 
basis of Rs. 5-8 per head per month the family cannot he maintained? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That does not include the security 
prisoner himself who is being fed at Government cost. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the IWble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House how many children the security prisoner has? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased 
to tell the House that the report which he just now read was the first report 
submitted by the I. B. officer and afterwards on next approach Government 
made a second enquiry, on the result of which an allowance of Rs. 35 was 
given? Will he please look into the second report? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I did not read out any report of 
any enquiry, I simply read ouMhe information that I had before me. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House the income of this man from the second report submitted 
by the I. B. officer of Mymensingh district? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALL: I have already stated what was 
the information of Government regarding his income. 
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Increment of family all owanc e s of tome security prim#** 

•104. Babu JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDARt <*) Will 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased Jbo 
state — 

(t) whether security prisoners Babu Raroeah Chandra Ohowdhury, 
detained in the Mymensingh Jail, Babu Tarapada Ghosh, defam- 
ed in the Presidency Jail and Babu Rabi Roy, detained in the 
Dacca Central Jail, have applied to the Government for the 
increment of their family allowances; 

(ii) whether they have also applied to the Government for sanctioning 
the payment of their family allowances, already minted by the 
Government, from the dates of their arrest ana detention; and 

(Hi) whether their family allowances have not yet been increased in 
accordance with the statement of the Hon’ble Minister, intro- 
ducing a liberal policy as regards the increment of family 
allowances ? 

(A) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he is considering the desirability of (i) increasing 
the amounts of their family allowances, and ( ii ) sanctioning the payment 
o? their family allowances from the dates of their arrest and detention? 

(c) Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that in the case of many other security 
prisoners family allowances have been granted not from the dates ofr their 
arrests and commencement of detention but from such subsequent dates? 

( d ) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state .the reasons thereof? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering Jthe desirability of sanctioning 
fhe payment of all grants of family allowances from the dates of arrest 
and detention ? 

(j) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister 1* pleased to state the reason 
thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of tho Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (i) Yes. 

(n) Yes, in respect of Tarapada Babu and Rabi Babu and not in respect 
of Ramesh Babu who has been granted the allowance with effect from dute, 
of arrest. 

(tit) Family allowances of Ramesh Babu and Rabi Baba have been 
increased 100 per cent. No family allowance was originally granted to 
Tarapada Babu but subsequently Its. 20 per mensem has been granted to 
him on reconsideration. The liberal policy as indicated in my previous 
statements has been followed in these cases. 

(b) and (e) No. 

(c) , (d) and (f) Family allowances to those security prisoners who were 
arrested during and after the disturbances of August, 1942, have generally 
been granted with effect from date of arrest excepting those whose cases 
were considered favourably on reconsideration after rejection. In other 
cases such allowances have been granted from subsequent dates as con- 
sidered appropriate from the circumstances of each case. 

Grant of family allowance to come political prisoners. 

•m Hr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MA2UMDAR: Will the Hon'hle 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state- 

fa) whether Government granted adequate maintenance allowances 
for the families of the following political prisoners who are being 
detained without trials — 

(*) Sj. Rohini Kanta Adhikary; 

(ri) Sj. Santunby Banerjee; 

(*«) Sj. 8ushil It Bhadra; 
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( iv ) Dr. Snehamay Chowdhury ; 

( v ) Sj. Rakhal Dutta, Advocate, Federal Court of India; 

(vi) §J. Sukumar Dutt; 

(vii) Sj. Harendra Nath Ghosh; 

(viii) Sj, Kumud Ghosh; 

(ia) State prisoner Dr. Nihar Ranjan Roy of the Calcutta Uni- 
versity ; 

(a) Sj. Makhan Lai Sen; 

(at) Sj. Surendra Nath Sarcar of the district of Barisal; and 
(oil) Professor Satkaxi Mitra (State prisoner) ; 

(b) how many petitions and reminders Government received from each 

one of tne above gentlemen, showing the (1) first, and the (2) last 
dates of such petitions in each particular case ; 

(c) what are the dates of their arrest and commencement of detention ; 

(d) whether it is a fact that — 

(t) the dependants of Sj. Rohini Adhikary, consisting of his old 
father, wife and child have been left quite helpless and 
starving after his arrest; 

(ii) that the detenu’s old father, Nabekanta Adhikary Mahashaya 
of Kagdi village, under police-station Palong in the district 
of Faridpur, died of starvation on the 25th November, 1943 ; 
(in) that the wife and two children of Sj". Sushil K. Bhadra also 
died of starvation in course of three months be tween 
August and October, 1943; 

(tv) that the dependants of Sj. Harendra Nath Ghosh consisting of 
his elder brother’s widow and two nephews, at 31/4, 
Baikuntha Ohatterjee Lane, Howrah, are left quite helpless 
and are incurring heavy debts and increasing liabilities on 
account of — 

(1) arrears of house rent, 

(2) telephone charges, and 

(3) their current maintenance; 

(v) that the old widowed mother of Sj. Kumud Ghose who is hei 
only son, is left quite helpless as there is none else to look 
after her; and 

(vi) that Sj. Suren Sarcar’s wife, his only brother and brother’s 
eldest son died of cholera in course of the third quarter of 
1943 and the surviving members of his family consist of 
his old widowed mother, widowed aunt, his brother’s 
widow, five minor children of his brother and his own child ; 
(s) what amounts, if any, have been granted as family allowances in 
each particular case mentioned above; 

(/) whether 'the actual needs and wants of the families concerned were 
taken into consideration while fixing the allowances; and 
(g) whether the provisions relating to allowance for State prisoners 
under Regulation III of 1818 are being complied with in case of 
State prisoners under the said Regulation. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of the Hon’bio Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a), (c) and J>) A statement is placed on the Library 
Table. 

(b) and (d) The information asked for is not readily available and its 
collection would involve an amount of time and labour that would not be 
justifiable in war time. 

(/) and (&) Yes. 
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Illness of Pandit Dharanath Bhattacharyya, a saourfty priaonar. 

•1M. Mils MIRA DUTTA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether Pandit Dharanath Bhattacharyya, a security prisoner in 

the Presidency Jail is aged 62 and is suffering from palpitation of 
heart, general weakness and vertigo since he received severe blow 
and injury on his head on the 24th April, 1943, during a jail 
assault; 

(b) whether only a few days back he fell down in his room unconscious 

and received injuries on his head and person ; 

( c ) what arrangements have been made for his medical treatment; and 

( d ) whether the Government are considering the desirability of releas- 

ing him in view of his old age and bad health conditions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the HenWe Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Security prisoner Babu Dharanath Bhattacharyya, 
who is now aged (>2, was one of 'the nine security prisoners who were injured 
at the time of a fracas between security and ordinary prisoners of the Presi- 
dency Jail on 2oth April, 1943. JJis injuries have long been cured and he 
has no cardiac difficulties now. 

(b) and (d) No. 

(c) Adequate medical treatment has l>een given to him. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that 
this prisoner who is old is suffering from nervous breakdown, trembling of 
limbs and body and cataracts in both of his eyes? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was examined by a neurologist 
and the medical opinion is that he is suffering from “anxiety neurosis.” 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is he also suffering from cataracts 
in both of his eyes? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the H on ’ble Minister aware that 
he was given Makaradhwaja when he was in the Presidency Jail and that 
privilege was withdrawn at Dum Dum? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The position is this. The security 
prisoner was suffering from palpitation of heart. It wa* suspected that 
there might be some cardiac trouble. He was exiamined by a cardiologist 
whose opinion was that there was no cardiac trouble. But he advised that 
the prisoner should be examined by a neurologist. The opinion of the 
neurologist who examined the patient is that he is suffering from “anxiety 
neurosis”. A certain treatment was suggested and therefore as there was a 
change of treatment, he was given bromide plus valerion and other things, 
into the details of which I need not go. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the information that I 
have supplied that he is suffering from cataracts in both of his eyes, does 
the Hon’ble Minister think it deeiarable to release the old and infirm gentle- 
man who would not be in any way dangerous to Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The medical opinion is that he is 
quite all right at present and adequate medical treatment is being given 
to him. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Why do you keep this almost dead 

man in jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He is all right now. 
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Mr* ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
Btate whether Government will consider the desirability of ^ allowing the 
prisoner Makaradhwaja which he was given in his former place of 
detention ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMeS ALI; Not being a medical expert I 
cannot say whether it will interfere with the course of treatment that is 
being given to him. No medicine can be given unless it is approved by 
1 he doctors who are treating him. 

Mr* ATUL CHANDRA 9EN: Will the Government consider the 
desirability of consulting an expert Ayurvedic physician on the subject ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was examined by all kinds of 
specialists including cardiologist, neurologist and other medical practi- 
tioners. Therefore I fail to understand what other expert should be 
consulted. » 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister think 
it desiarble to consult the medical officers who are treating him to allow 
him Makaradhwaja if it does not in any way harm him? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question does not arise as to 
whether it will not in any way do him harm. The question is whether it 
will in any w’ay interfere with the course of his treatment and whether it 
will do him any good. If it is found that it will not interfere with his 
treatment and that it will certainly do him some good, after obtaining 
medical opinion, that can be done. 

Condition of health of Mr, Mukunda Bhanja and other seounty prisoners. 

♦107. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department l>e pleased to state whether it is a fact — 
u) that Mr. Mukunda Bhanja, u security prisoner, Dacca Central Jail, 
has been suffering from pleurisy, getting temperature and losing 
weight for nearly one year and has been an indoor patient in 
Mittord Hospital for over a month, without any improvement; 

I ji) that Mr. Sasanka K. Bhowmik, a security prisoner, Dacca Jail, has 
been suffering from chronic dysentery and internal pain in acute 
form for nearly six months; 

(iii) that MT\ Satyendra Bejoy (ffiakravarty, security prisoner, Dacca 
Jail, is suffering from high myopia and extreme weakness; and 

(t'r) that Mr. Sukhendra Dutta, security prisoner, Dacca Jail, has deve- 
loped complete deafness of one ear and partial deafness of the 
other ear? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of getting the 
above security prisoners examined by specialists in Medical College, 
Calcutta, and arranging for tbeir proper treatment without any further delay 
in view of the complicated nature of their diseases and also of the enormously 
long period of suffering they have already undergone and also of the serious 
condition of their health at the present time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hoct’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (a) and (6) Security prisoners Babus Mukunda Bhanja and 
Sasanka Bhowmik have since recovered from their ailments and are now 
keeping good health. 

Security prisoner Babu Satyendra Bijoy Chakravarty was examined by 
the Professor of Ophthalmic Surgery in the Medical College Hospitals for bis 
eye troubles hut no treatment was advised necessary. 
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There is no security prisoner of the name of Sukhendra Dutta but the 
honourable member presumably means security prisoner Sukhendu ilikash 
Dutta. This prisoner was suffering from ear troubles for which he was 
examined by the Ear, Nose and Throat Specialist of the Medical College 
Hospitals and is now getting treatment according to his advice. 

This shows that even if the members who put questions are not correct 
and if only Government can understand the reference aright, they certainly 
make every effort to supply the answer. 

Family allowance for security prisoner 8rijut Kami Lai Dai. 

•106. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether security prisoner Srijut Kauai Lai Das detained in Dnm Dum 

Central Jail made more than one representation for the grant of 
a suitable family allowance; 

(b) whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware that his father and the joint 

family of which he w as a member have been suffering much htnd- 
ship owing to stoppage of Srijut Das’s earning and pecuniary 
help; and 

(c) whether the Hon’ble Minister is considering the desirability of grant- 

ing him a suitable family allowance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(b) No. The security piisoner had no income and was a dependent on 
his father before arrest. 

(c) No. 

Regarding issue of warrant of arrest against Sj. tanat Kumar Roy 
Choudhury for holding a mooting. 

•106. Mr. A6HUT08H LAHIRI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) if any warrant of arrest Was issued against Sj. Sanat Kumar Ray 
Choudhury, ex-Mayor, Calcutta, for holding a public meeting at 
Shraddhananda Park without the previous sanction of the Com- 
missioner of Police, Calcutta; 

(«) if the Police submitted a report to the Magistrate that Mr. Ray 
Choudhury had been absconding; 

(Hi) whether the Magistrate found the report to be absurd and untrue; 

and 

(it?) what action has been taken against the officer responsible for such 
untrue report? 

(6) If no action has yet been taken, is the Hon’bie Minister considering 
the desirability of punishing the officer concerned ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) if the warrant of arrest was subsequently withdrawn by the Govern- 
ment; 

(it) whether he was again arrested for violating the Lighting Restriction 
Order in respect of the same public meeting; and 
(iii) whether the trying Magistrate dismissed the case and found the 
prosecution to be frivolous? 

(d) Will the Hon’ We Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether similar prosecutions for violations of Lighting Rectriction 
Order were launched against late Manindra Nath Hitter, Kir an 
Sh anker Roy and ,<Santosh Kumar Basu, ex-Miuister, ou6 after 
another; 
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(it) whether all the persons were acquitted by the trying Magistrate; 

(Hi) the name of the official at whose instance these prosecutions were 
launched ; 

(tv) whether the Hon’ble Minister proposes to take suitable action 
against the official yho persisted in action in such manner; and 

(v) if wt, why notP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir 
Mazimuddin): (a) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

(Hi) The Magistrate asked tor an explanation as to why he was shown 
as absconding even though he was a well known gentleman and had a per- 
manent residence at Calcutta. 

(iv) He was dealt with departmentally. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) (i) It was recalled by the Chief Presidency Magistrate as Mr. Roy 
Chowdhury surrendered in court before it could be executed. 

(ii) A summons was applied for and issued by the Chief Presidency Magis- 
trate for his appearance in court. 

(Hi) The Chief Presidency Magistrate acquitted him on the ground that 
there was no evidence to connect Mr. Roy Chowdhury with the lighting. 

(d) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

(iii) The prosecutions were started under the orders of the Commissioner 
of Police, Calcutta. 

(iv) No. 

(u) There is no necessity for taking any action. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: With reference to answer (a) (iv), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what departmental action was 
taken against the officer ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, order. The question' time is over 
and this question is accordingly held over. 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Central Discussion on the Supplementary Estimates. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in the 
present atmosphere of the House and in the inertia that is prevailing out- 
side it is very difficult to speak with confidence and in expectation of results, 
but stall one has to bide his time and has to carry on. It is obvious that 
the province is already tired of this Legislature ; the Legislature is also tired 
of its members and the members are also tired of one another and the 
speakers are tired of everything. 

Sir, in rising to speak on the Supplementary Estimates the very first 
thing that strikes me is th^t the expression “estimate” is a downright 
misnomer because it is not an estimate of anticipated expenditure but, as 
is obvious from the speech that was given bv the Hon Tile the Finance 
Minister and from the figures which are available in the White Book that 
much of the figures relate to expenditure which has already been under- 
taken* This practice of putting estimates for sanction after the expenditure 
has been put into operation is against the acknowledged ethics of all finance 
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and as a matter of fact if we cursorily glance at the figures and the heads 
it appears that the supplementary estimates are as much a substantive 
budget as the main budget itself. Sir, on a point of order the other day 
Dr. Sanyal raised this question and as a proposition of financial morality 1 
insist that this practice of bringing in estimates for sanction as a post-mortem 
verdict should be discontinued by ail means because the House, particularly 
the party supporting the Government, is likely to speak out more clearly 
and frankly when the matter to be sanctioned relates to the future. Bui 
when it is a question of fact accomplished certainly the party behind the 
Government will not be in a position to offer their considered opinion 
regarding the justification or otherwise of the whole matter. 

Now, Sir, I must confess that in spite of the dreary outlook which i* 
given by the estimates there are certain very interesting and redeeming 
features. If you look at the head “Civil Works 0 , page you will find 
that big sums are asked for repairing buildings which are at 8, Theatre 
Road, and 81, Theatre Road. At page 2(> for repairs to 8, Theatre Road, 
for the accommodation of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, there is a provi- 
sion of Rs. 40,000 and for the conversion of 31, Theatre Road, into a nostel 
for officers of superior status Rs. 35,000. Sir, we are hearing of rehabilitee 
tion. It has taken the place of charity and rehabilitation must begin at 
home. The Chief Minister must have a good house and it requires repair- 
ing and it has got to be made more beautiful by repairing and therefore, an 
we say in Bengali, Gauri Sen must be made handy and available for that 
purpose. No. 31, Theatre Road, is also his property and that has also to 
ne put into repair at Government cost. I will not make any comment upon 
the propriety or otherwise of the action taken but I will put one question. 
If these two houses of the Hon’ble Minister require repairing at Govern^ 
ment cost, are we to understand that the houses of the other Ministers and 
of the Parliamentary Secretaries also do not need such repairing or is it a 
beginning only bv way of an approval of the House to the repairing of the 
Chief Minister’s houses and that the others will follow suitP Just one 
vei^ handy and constitutional question occurs to my mind. Supposing the 
Chief Mimstei ceases to be functioning as a Minister, not by being defeated 
or by anv natural calamity; supposing he is tired of this House and takes 
it into his head to resign, what will be the position of these 35,000 and 
40,000 rupees which will be spent today? 1 hope the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister will make the legal position of this investment perfectly clear. 

Now, Sir, it is also clear that this contribution is an addition to the 
emoluments which are given to the Ministers by virtue of the Act in the 
shape of salary. The salary has been determined by an Act of this Legis- 
lature and so long as that Act remains extra remuneration cannot be given 
under the law without the sanction of this House. Therefore this is onljr 
a backdoor device of giving more money to the Ministers. The members 
have got something by amendment 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL*I CHANDRA GOSWAMt: Not at all. The 

Chief Minister will have to pay rent. 

Mr. SASANKA tEKHAR SANYAL: What about capita] inv«*» 
ment? 

111. Hm*M. Mr. TULtl CHANDRA COtWAMli They are only 
repairing 8, Theatre Road, a Government property. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL. Is it a contribution to the owner 
of the house or is it a contribution ear gratia for the Minister himself P 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is there any house belonging to a 
private party being repaired at Government eoetP Can yon quote a single 
instance anywhere where a private house i# being repaired at Government 
coat? 
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The Mon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COS W AMI: 8, Theatre Road, is 
not a private house; it is Government property. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think no useful purpose will be served by 
this. The Hontde Minister will get time to give his answers. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR8ANYAL: The Hon’ble Minister himself 
became restive and interrupted and he invited counter-interruption from 
this side. 

Now, Sir, I will just ask the Hon’ble Minister to educate this House and 
to edify and to give an instance as to whether this practice which has been 
introduced by the Bengal Government today has any precedent, moral or 
otherwise, known to him. (The Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandba Gosyvami: 
Yes.) There is an interjection “yes”. Will he also further clarify what 
will be the position of this money if this particular Minister ceases to func- 
tion today^ and what was the reason for making’ such a big investment only 
to put a little extra comfort to a particular Minister? 

Then, Sir, coming to General Administration, you will find that at page 
II there are several heads on which money has been asked, to wit, a Joint 
Secretary for the Department of Public Health and Local Self-Government. 
Sir, I admit that there has been a necessity but this is not a necessity for 
the province or the Government : it is a necessity for the party behind the 
Government. It is well known today that from Union Boards right up to 
District Boards and Municipalities there is a network of agents who are 
under the direct control of the forces behind the Government, and nefarious 
attempts are being made at the instance of members belonging to the Govern- 
ment party to expand their sphere of influence to all these self-governing 
institutions so much so that everywhere Government are trying to have 
their own men, particularly through elections adopting questionable 
means, and so far as nomination is concerned, each and every berth is being 
given to men who are avowedly behind the Government. 

I will quote, Sir, several instances. The question of division of unions 
into wards is being dealt with according to Government’s convenience. 
Unions ore kept entire if it suits the Government party; they are divided 
into wards in such a way that when they are defeated the parties belonging 
to Government can get upper band and nominations are entirely given by 
the District Authority on a certificate and recommendation saying that 
these men are of the Government party, and this Joint Secretary has got 
the proud distinction of being responsible for recommending to Govern- 
ment to set aside a valid election in the Jangipur Municipality of Murshida- 
bad. There was an election; the Chairman elected was a Scheduled Castes 
man and the defeated man was a Muslim Leaguer of the Government brand. 
The validity of the election was questioned ; the matter was referred to all 
law officers including tbe Advocate-General. The election was found to be 
valid by all the lawyers but this Joint Secretary sent a note that there has 
been some irregularity and there must be re-election, and I am making a 
prediction that in course of two weeks Government will say that re-election 
is not possible in view of certain technical difficulties : therefore there must 
be an appointment by the Government. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. Since when astrology has become 
'your strong point? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Since we found you corrupt. 

Mr* 8A8ANKA 8EKHA(T 8ANYAL: Corruption and nepotism of the 
Bengal Government can be read by everybody, no astrologer is necessary. 

Then, Sir, regarding tbe Publicity Department, what is tbe necessity of 
ibis department at all? If tbe Government want facts and figures to be 
published, tbe practice of twinging press reporters to a conference can he 
extended everywhere. There are well known papers; their assistance may 
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lie sought. The press reporters in the district towns and subdivision^ 
towns can be requisitioned and the District Authorities and Members of 
Government can nave their news and views ventilated through the existing 
press forum. Why create a Government department for this? The reason 
is obvious. A screen has to be drawn over deaths and calamities which 
were ventilated through non-official press, and therefore a device has been 
introduced for creating a machinery through which the Ministers will have 
their own propaganda. The Government will try to flourish a gilded side 
of the administration and incidentally it will be an attempt for concealing 
actual truths which happen, which show deaths, calamities, diseases, corrup- 
tion and all that. 

Now, Sir, coming to the question of Administration of Justice, there is 
at page 13 a note that the increase has been on account of liaw Officers 
because there have been a large number of cases particularly under the 
Ilefence of India Rules. We want the Government to understand that the 
Defence of India Rules have provided a bumper feast to local officials and 
a great deal of discrimination is made. A man even if he is accused of the 
most heinous offence under the Defence of India Rules can purchase his 
safety and the case is withdrawn if he can pay handsomely to the War Fund 
or its sister fund the Red Cross Fund, but in those cases in which parties 
are not able or do not care to pay, they are victimised or hounded by petty 
prosecutions and their persecution knows no bounds. Therefore the Govern- 
ment owe a duty to themselves and to the country at largo by setting up a 
machinery which will stop this invidious distinction and discrimination. 

Sir, coming over to Police, at page 16 something is paid to the District 
Police. How one wishes that today the District Police cease to exist 
because if the District Police have one function today it is to have their 
quota from all sorts of shops. They threaten the cloth dealers and other 
dealers with prosecution and there is a system all over Bengal by which 
every' Thana Officer gets a monthly quota from every respectable and 
disrespectable dealer. Why then pay more money from the Government 
coffer in order to have more dishonest officers? When the crimes cannot be 
stopped Government take recourse to appointment of Special Constables and 
that adds insult to injury in the whole matter. 

Coming to the question of “Medical”, there has been provincialisation 
in respect of sadar and subdivisional hospitals. Yesterday my good friend 
Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmad in reply to a question said that the Govern- 
ment had taken over administration because they wanted to improve the 
hospitals. This is an arrant lie because the hospitals whch have been taken 
over by Government have been thrown into the cold shade of neglect. As 
I said yesterday in mv question, there are cases in which Tincture Iodine 
is not available for ordinary patients and if you look at the F. R. E. hospi- 
tals side by side with the ordinary hospitals you will find that the F. R. E. 
hospitals are dependable and they have got some equipment, but so far as 
ordinary hospitals which have served so long under private management are 
concerned, they have been thrown out of gear completely and the Govern- 
ment have not spent a single pie up till now in respect of the majority of 
these hospitals. It is only a question of idle promise. Bir, the histoiy is 
also such, as we ought to know, that when there was a pressure in the mili- 
tary sense under militanr directions Government took over the administra- 
tion, so that the injured persons might be shifted on and they were taken 
over under protest, but assurances were given that they would be looked 
after. But I say, Sir, with all the emphasis at my command that not only 
no assistance has been given but that there has been neglect, increasing 
neglect and patients are suffering enormously. 

Coming over to the question of Industries and Co-operation you will find 
that it is stated that for hand loom industries something more is paid. If 
the Government of Bengal chuld be prosecuted by these petty weavers that 
would have been the proper treatment which could be given to them. In 
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the name of handloom weavers and silk weavers, yam and silk are being 
distributed through agents who had no dealings in the past either with 
textile or with silk. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy is not here. Even four 
days back one Afsar Hakim of Murshidabad, whose only qualification is 
that he happens to frequent the place of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, got 
60 bales of yam in this marke^ and the consignment reached Berhampore 
without any previous recommendation or knowledge of the District Magis- 
trate. He is a man of straw, but he got 50 bales, because he had the fortune 
of being a favourite of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. The District Magis- 
trate in his goodness stopped the delivery, but since the Minister’s fatowa 
was there, he had arranged that the distribution should be made through the 
Co-operative Society (1 was present when the arrangement was made). 
8imj>ly because he placated the Hon’ble Minister, therefore the profit will 
be given to this Afsar Hakim. The profit will amount to at least Us. 2,500. 
If the matter had been left to him entirely it might be Rs. 75,000 according 
to the estimate of that gentleman and there would be no end of blackmarket- 
ing. This is how things are being done. 

The most lamentable feature of the whole thing is the treatment that is 
being meted out to the political prisoners of Bengal. Sir, speeches have 
been made from all sides of the House on many occasions asking for their 
release and asking for giving them proper amenities. At page 30 there is a 
figure of Rs. 1,61,500 as if money is the only thing that is necessary for 
these prisoners. We do not know how long this heartless detention of 
healthy young men will continue. No end seems to be in sight. Some are 
in detention for more than four years, some are in detention for two or three 
years, and we have been told that it is wartime emergency that requires 
their detention. 

We hear of post-war reconstruction and everything, but I am making 
an appeal to the Government : have not these families — these helpless and 
unfortunate families — have not .these precious lives of Bengal any place in 
the post-war reconstruction of our Province? If families and precious 
lives perish, what shall we do with post-war reconstruction of X, Y and Z? 
Why are they in detention now? The August disturbances have long been 
over. Some releases have taken place and there has been no reversion to 
any calamity. Why should it be necessary for Government to keep them 
in detention? What is the difficulty in getting them released? I expect 
Government to make the position clear. Ts it their policy that these people 
should be kept in indefinite detention? Is their j>olicy influenced by the 
policy of the Central Government or by the Department which seems to be 
stiff in its attitude? Sir, words will not carry us very far in this matter, 
but it is expected that the Hon’ble Ministers will devote a little bit of 
human attention to this aspect of the matter. The information is coming 
that a large number of them have been lying verv very ill. One Bijoy 
Nahar cannot have an interview unless he is helped by a stretcher. Is he a 
character to be kept in detention on the ground of security? What is the 
security which requires such detention? The arrests were preventive. 
What catastrophe is to be prevented now? Mahatma Gandhi has been 
released. Many big people have been released, but there has been no 
revival of anything which can be considered subversive. Even in Bengal 
Ixrge number of undesirable have been let out of the prisons, but there 
baa been no reversion to anything which can be considered undesirable or 
subversive Sir, questions after questions have elicited and our informa- 
tion is that some of our precious comrades have even lost a bit of tbeir 
unity. After all they are human beings. They are Wrjota, they are 
prepared to suffeT, but there is a limit to their sufierings^and this aspect of 
the matter should not be lost sight of by the Government. Sir, a few doles 
or liberal policy will not carry us far. It is not a solution. A bold experi- 
ment has to be made and a beginning ought to be made here and now. No 
experiment has been made by even home internment. There are large 
numbers who are in detention for more than four years. They have been 
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isolated from the political currents of the country. If the Government 
foinlr« that a lar^e-scale release cannot be taken up at once, the matter can 
be handled by driblets and by graduation. Some of them can be kept under 
observation in home internment as a step towards release. Some of them 
can be released forthwith, and if Government finds that after release there 
is any menace to security, it will take only five minutes to bring them back 
to jails. I therefore appeal to the Ministers humbly to look up to this 
humanitarian matter and to do the least that ought to tie done. The Chief 
Minister is not here, nor his Parliamentary Secretary is here, but the 
Hon’ble Mr. Goswami is in my front and may I make an appeal to him that 
in this matter if he likes to discuss the difficulties and methods with the 
Leaders of the Opposition he can invite the leaders of all parties including 
the leaders who are supporting the Government und the Opposition and 
they can find out ways and means with a view' to ending this deadlock. 
After all they are our men, after all their lives have been useful to the cause 
of politics and to the cause of the Province. They may suffer but their 
sufferings must have an end, and if Bengal has to march forward to a real 
future, then Bengal’s heroes and men and women must come out, otherwise 
it will be writ large upon the brow of the present Government “Callousness 
and heartlessness thy name is Bengal Ministry”. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is 
extremely difficult to discuss about the Supplementary Estimate which comes 
to Rh. 65 crores, i.e., five times the ordinary revenue of the Province, specially 
it is difficult to discuss about the estimate which is presented in the Budget 
Session. Apart from the legality of the matter under section 81 of the 
Government of India Act, this policy of piesenting the Supplementary 
Estimate after the whole amount hod been spent cannot be too strongly 
condemned. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is further regrettable that a point 
of order has been raised on this point, but it has not been decided either by 
the Speaker or bv the Deputy Speaker. The policy cannot be condemned 
too strongly. I hope — I know I cannot hope — that this thing will not be 
repeated in the next year, if the Assembly continues to function till that 
time. Then, Sir, in considering the Supplementary Estimates the first thing 
that must strike every body is the estimate of Civil Supplies. “Civil 
Supplies’ ' has been another name for corruption and bribery, and it is still 
another name for corruption and stealing. Whenever any question is raised 
with regard to “Civil Supplies” Government say that they are unable to do 
much because there is a blackmarket. But extra police has been pro- 
vided for to detect blackmarketing. Under Extraordinary (’barges you 
will find there is an item “extra Police” for dealing w^ith offences relating 
to Civil Supplies, and provisions have been made of Its. 1,08,000 for pay of 
establishment and Es. 1.17,000 for allowances, honoraria, etc. If a person 
writes a letter in which there is something about politics the letter is censored 
and he is arrested, but a person who clearly and openly is taking recourse to 
blackmarketing is not arrested. I know that some cases are placed before 
the courts but those cases concern the poor people who cannot pay the extra 
police. Cases of big people who can Day the extra police and who, as a 
matter of fact, pay the persons in authority are not before the court and 
hence blackmarketing. So far as blackmarketing is concerned it is 
encouraged by the persons in authority. You know also, Sir, that if a 
person wants to be appointed a dealer and wants to have a few bags of sugar 
he is required to; pay a certain amount. In my own subdivision (Brahman* 
baria subdiidsionf there was an exhibition fund started, I believe, in the 
year 1937 or 1939 and any one who approaches the Subdivisional Officer for 
a permit for dealing in sugar is required to pay Rs. 10 to Es. 15 towards that 
fund. This certainly encourages blackmarketing. It is the Government 
who are responsible for hlackmarketing. If they cannot detect black- 
marketeers it is they who are responsible for blackmarketing. 
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So far as Civil Supplies are concerned the department has absolutely 
failed to do its duty. Ordinarily, Civil Supplies are for regulating supplies for 
equitable distribution among the people. So far as rural areas are concerned 
they have been neglected. I do not know of the conditions of other subdivisions 
in the province but I know that so far as the Brahmanbaria subdivision is 
concerned one bag of sugar containing 2| maunds is supplied. A union in 
my district has a population of not less than 12,000 people. So you see that 
one bag of sugar is supplied to a union containing on an average a population 
of 12,000. Is this equitable distribution? Whatever quantity is supplied 
to the towns people is not supplied to the rural people. Can that be called 
equitable distribution P So far as sugar is concerned in the months of 
January and February not a grain of sugar was supplied to the whole sub- 
division of Brahmanbaria. In the month of October 1 / 8th of the quota was 
supplied and in November i of the quota was supplied. In December half 
the quota was supplied and in January and February, as I said before, not 
a grain was available in the entire subdivision of Brahmanbaria. I do not 
know what is the position with respect to other areas but I am quite sure 
this is the picture throughout the whole area of the Province of Bengal. 
In January and February people who were suffering from fever, cholera, 
etc., did not get sugar. That is the position so far as sugar is concerned. 

Coming to kerosene the position is almost the same. I know that 50 or 
60 tins are supplied to one union per month. That is the position. One 
union, as I already told you, consists of 12,000 people. These 12,000 people 
are getting 50 tins. Those who are friendly to the present regime get one 
tin for one month. That is undoubtedly an inequitable distribution. 

When you come to cloth the situation is deplorable. The other day, the 
Commerce Member of the Government of India, Sir Azizul Haque, has stated 
in the Central Legislature that 75 per cent, of the cloth demand has been 
supplied to Bengal. The normal requirement in pre-war days is 16 yards 
per head and it has been said that 12 yards per head has been supplied to 

Bengal. If the statement of Sir Azizul Haque is true we have got 75 per 

cent, of our requirements. Now what is the position. Everywhere, there 
is what one may call cloth scarcity. I approached the Subdivisional Officer 
in this connection. Before I came here I went and saw him on behalf of 
60 members of the District Bar who had shifted to Brahmanbaria. The 
Subdivisional Officer supplied us with 10 pairs of sarees for 60 members. 

That we got after 6 months. What could we do? We could not please 

every body. So a lottery was held and the lucky people got each a saree. 
That is the position in Brahmanbaria. What is the position so far as the 
villages are concerned? No villager is allowed to purchase a single piece of 
cloth without a chit from the Circle Officer. The villagers who live about 
20 or 30 miles away from the Brahmanbaria town have to come to the 
Brahmanbaria town and get a chit from the Circle Officer, and then obtain a 
piece of cloth from the dealer. That was the question that I put in the 
course of supplemental^ question the other day. The Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Civil Supplies replied that that might be possible. In order to 
avoid the trouble of journey and the cost of staying in a town for a day or 
two people generally prefer buying in the blackmarket. Therefore I euggest 
that dealers must l>e appointed in local areas. At present dealers have not 
been appointed in local areas. The dealers who have been appointed for the 
subdivision of Brahmanbaria live in Brahmanbaria town ana people have to 
come from the villages. Manv people have approached me and asked to do 
something to remove this tyranny. They do not know that these grievances 
cannot be removed. Really tie Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies knew 
that we discussed this matter but he is not here and he is not willing to 
remove our difficulties. Still it is our duty 


Mr. ATUl OH AN DR A lENl He prefers to be in other places. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: But he has got to be here. 

Sir,, every one knows the condition in Bengal but it is also well known 
that the Hon’ble Minister is not at all serious about it. I f, as a matter of 
fact, he was serious we could have met together and tried to remove the 
grievances of the people of Bengal. The Government of India have said 
that they have supplied 75 per cent, of Bengal’s requirements. But we do 
not know whether the statement of the Government of India is correct or not. 
It may be that this 75 per cent, has not been supplied. So far as the cloth 
question is concerned we have heard that a large proportion of India's 
production is exported to foreign countries. It is exported to Egypt, Iran 
and Iraq. I wonder how we can export our production to foreign countries 
when there is a regular famine in our own and we want to know therefore 
whether the things produced in this country have been really exported to 
foreign countries. We want to know the real eituation, but the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge is not serious in the matter. He says that the Marwaris 
are responsible, as if he is not responsible. If the Marwari is responsible 
for blackmarketing, the Hon’ble Minister is equally responsible for not 
detecting the blackmarketing in time. 

Then with regard to post-war reconstruction I want to say something. 
In answer to a question with regard to Post-War Reconstruction Committee, 
we have come to know how the Post-War Reconstruction Committee has been 

functioning (At this stage the member reached his time-limit but was 

allowed to conclude his speech in two or three minutes.) In answering that 
question it was said that the various sub-committees of the Post-War Recon- 
struction Committee have not been sitting. There has not been even one 
sitting and they have not submitted any recommendation to the Government 
of India regarding post-war reconstruction. I am quite sure that if you see 
the answer to that question you will be convinced that nothing has been done. 
The Bombay Government have submitted their recommendations and several 
other Governments have done so, but we are not serious in the matter and 
we have done nothing. The Committee did not sit and has not been function- 
ing and has not sent any recommendation. We bear that the war will soon 
come to an end and that the post-war reconstruction work will soon begin. 
But Bengal’s case of post-war reconstruction will go by default because 
Bengal has not made any recommendation and therefore does not deserve any 
money from the Government of India. 

Then, Sir, I shall refer to another item, namley, the special rural uplift 
work. Under this head the excess under “Contingencies’' is for the replace- 
ment of casualties among stud bulls which w eye originally purchased out of 
Government of India Rural Uplift grant. I know that all the bulls that 
were purchased have since died. There was corruption even in the matter of 
feeding the stud hulls and as a result of starvation they have all died. Then 
there is a scheme for the multiplication of goats, and I have heard from a 
person who has got the authority to speak on the matter that five thousand 
goats have been placed in charge of one man. So far as the top-heavy 
administration is concerned, there is no bar to increasing the number of bign 
officials hut so far as officers of lower status are concerned you will find that 
there is only one Sanitary Inspector for each thana and only one person has 
been placed in charge of 5,000 goats. The result has been that all the goats 
that were purchased have since died like the stud bulls about which I nave 
just spoken. 

Mr* ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Stud bulls will die hut the Ministers will 
live. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Now, Sir, I want to say a few 

words about mepacrine. Malaria was in an epidemic form but it is no longer 
bo now. But mepacrine used to be sold at the rate of R«. 28-12 for 1,000 
pills, to wholesale dealers and the retailer must sell them at Rs. 31-4, that is, 
he can make a profit of Bs. 2-8 for 1,000 pills. A dealer is required to 
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purchase 4,000 pills and for that he can make a profit of Rs. 10 only. A 
dealer who comes from an outlying area of over a distance of twenty or 
thirty miles had to spend more than Rs. 15 and so for him the mepacrine 
business cannot be a profitable one. The result was that mepacrine was not 
available in rural area for want of dealers. Moreover, Sir. mepacrine is now 
going to be supplied only through post office when malaria epidemic has 
subsided after people have died of malaria in thousands without any proper 
treatment for want of medicine. 

Before I sit down, Sir, I want to say that there has been a necessity for 
this supplementary estimate on account of the war, a war which, as I have 
repeatedly stated, is not a war for the deliverance of India but for the 
perpetuation of India’s slavery and for the continuance of British Imperialism 
in India. This war is not a war for the independence of India. This war 
has been thrust upon India without India’s consent. If any money is 
required for any expenditure necessitated by war, that money must not be 
paid by the Government of Bengal nor by the Government of India but the 
money should be paid by His Majesty’s Government for whose benefit the 
war is being fought. So I submit that these .supplementary estimates cannot 
be accepted by us because it has been necessitated by the present war 
conditions, a war which has been thrust upon us and a war which is not a 
war for the independence of India. With these words, Sir, I resume my 
seat. 

Maulvi ABDUR RAZZAK: ¥to 

<ul onrv orfcto ctor *rto *ttn <ot? wv) *to cmfesr u 

<aftor ibtofc *tto «mw i wtft m*t-tor i 

65 ntfe to wfar 6 crrB wrto fcm FMtotaR <u$ 

cnt* or$to on wf%m cum ¥firre to, virti <a ever? c*nrm tfto to mi 
to i w c*r *ttotm tos orr wtf^m *mr storoa 

ctR *toR c*R fc*mr to sn to ?rt to <3tto or$toi m i *lt 

titu 6c nrtf£ tvm <arfofaF tot <finn rr wmnr toTT tore *ltw ml, w m 
cmtlt tocre wm, 4vs wwtv 3 rr farttos m fa ? 5*so* 

88 ’TiT^nr iPrrfrn firvw* ntmR mntfare mtrm ^mR tfR fwrt vtui » c^tfP o» ®rw fcfaR 
fclfr Cm <5RR C¥R Ww *RlR toR OR ?t$ I 5&80 to *RWP3 WTfft fam 

▼fwi W5lff¥ ^t¥l I ^PFRtfinr *RT cmft? toFR n ’tta 

oooi tow or frmtfc' tor *fmto stto or«i m* n, RtJfmR w 
v/o w *rn fafan 5^Hoooi*/o ?n tor 5 cvrff os fr*i m tortr* i 4$ ton 
iR, 5t^r !fP5R fwfw tor wto *rtnR ton ntmR m cw ¥to ? to ; dw? 
^tfw wn vfa i vto w lit wm n fwti fwtrrp ’r*!?' ^fir wn f^r 
wf% c¥R vRit om m lit mt*nr ovR toto toi wrfto it$ i itn 
cwr itortt* s c¥ti5 $t¥R mfwr om mr i os^fP "»toi mm ! citri 

wi'wR w> cm mm ^ ^m tom vftvrft n cwB itnrfr to ton 

*rti¥to to tftvm fw ntm itnm ^to fro rtm, iti <$ ^to 

toto nnr itui ntos $mp wrr wtfw rpifo ▼tofu n wf% m wto wran 
mti R*Rtn <5$ ifwulti tor mi cmm tfrcrmfcmrfn vfcczoow <m ton 
^tor itu rrton i 

c®^ ntor w ! ftntw mmnn mm tor m to citoi wnti 
utuin 'anrm m wmi utostf n to fjw *fto$ *tvs ntn i w wtosi 

util mwrmji’f wtn? *ftmi vtostf wi w wntm n fV mn Ftosn wnrlRfrm 
mivto ntni mrrm mm tr ^stm ’rmv !r®R mwi 

i tot i ittointoi^pw, toiwttMwf^FWfn toKimi torcwcai 
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to? itn v ftR v rt; to*i rtr&v i ctotc* mtro cm ftwcf mn to, w^vi itan 
row vfinn tew, cvtvtfSR, sri, ’mi, ftft, w to Swift to ifiwrtmi TO to* 
vft* gwviE fwfTO $ ^ror> TOvtci i to TO fttv$ cmvtJtf jf roftH 
vftreft i ^tv* ^toTO to $& vtm * tott cmftrr® vf*i vtcwrow vftn ftronro 

*tflW — d^TOrtmWlTOft ?Jt\ 6 Jf fwfm* 41*1 VIVTI vftlttV C* 4 $ VVtWV '9 ^NFtCW* CTO WTO 
vfcro* t TO TOftv mrr vfvs nr TO i jktwriT TO **i TOrs *ltn i c* cm 
8 vm* vs wi rot?, vn?t tr vm* ivr fa cm $$ro viro^f vfvro nr i fvi TOto 
cm vfrn 4$ wtw** tots cmm toI 5 *tfre v ^ftTOi ro TO, to tots cro vro 
TOuscv n i to *t*f*to cm *far*i 4cm oo tv cro v TOn roi fatvtcv to T* wv cvtv 
vt1$i VTfvTO i vifroto tf!* m 4 fro* fan vfarec* v, to TOfcnr TO> 

cnr* vmnrm vtc<fi vtferctf* *jftnn nrO vfam TOrerm, to cm* *i cvtm fcw cvfate 
wn cro vftracv* n— *TO v*st toTOt* far** i toto 4$ qnSrewi TOvsi tort nmrtt 
cm vTOi* wi vfarr® TO*i cm* ^:*ro vrTO*n fairer, vi ww tfmvi TO vfireom i 
v g t nsTO* fm w c* fo*rft nr stnr® so cTO cTom T£TO nr t ; wprvi ftcm 
**ra vt*K? TOrtft TOn nr i ^tv* m ftcm r*ra vw$ wmtft n «t*i fttirai ; 
sirs ^ol'rTO & vt’tc^r *v cTOi ^r:i i^rrm vnn *tfwi fnrtm ; TO itVl tftro trcTOr 
«rt “c^iSi M frv TO*i fnrtc^T, otito *kto TOtfttf TOr so Tt ¥t*n? MftTOi, 

TOtr* ,! if^rtr^ Mr ^ ^ftm *frs crofter ff^rti vs ’riftrsi TO r TO S » mr 4$ 
TOTOt^v *it* oq^| cto cwftan *f;«n evi jwcwn TOm tj^TO TO*i i^nrTO ttww, TOi 

^tns • 5 t®‘f'R t ^ nn ?fcn TOrv vi*icir toti TOtj *tn rtroi i fVi ftcroi ^ vs\ 
v ^^V5i ftTO TOr® t*r m TO TO ¥f*ci7 to enrv $w tot* vs *t*ta? i 

'$ 1 $ €m*i otc* *?l* TO ^Ti n gfon TO*i TOnc^ i *rvtc* crown c* TOrvrst* 

toTOT? wtn rorv vf’tc^r ^t’r^ roftc^r ^ti* wfitot TOns nfti^ v i TO 
'Q'BTTTST *? W TOt* «jtt TO*f VtfTOS TO* — (5 ) m'tm&I TO CTO ¥t*ft9 
cram (*) *r^ ro'fTOi *1 toi c* ntTOr Bftrror^, *r®t* *ros TOi *(TO TOc* tv 
tv tftf® c*vt* TOfi *fnn *fnrtc^ i nsft* TOptto TOt* *to *tfvc* ^sft* cvi* vrot 
fTOr* t i *uro TOirrocw *t*TO *<jii Sft® cm tfroi wtts *MTOsu®TOn CTOt* *l^ftv 
iSvpj n cm i 

c®n5l -»fTTO mm ! TOptto TOt g fr re tv c*l Urn v*i, fw ^:rw ftnr *t^*n cm 
ifiprstl TO **rec* V«JtW, CTOtmfl, fTOrft, cmiTOltf) I CWI ^ *4TO* Sffo ^tTOW 

SvfSl ’rTO tprt^ 4% c*, vtw ^ wnr uRvrftn min* vn evtsr ^i*n ^iroi wtv vim TO ; 

vm TOT*1 9tm StV-TOl TOTS! I CTOCVITCW TOTTO TO V*1 WW* Vftl Wlftl 

v*i gS evsef sfa*ra ^ viw i cm vtfiro f*vt* *tcv vTrt to tftnrm TOv <jvi 
*^c* i TOto cv*to* nt* vjfTvtcv cm vtrs vfnrt* to tftvtn Stfti tour 

vftitcm i nTOi mVt* mtnr ! vrft vtTOt* cro^t Stv-TOi TOrsttv rot^itsfl 
c*. vrjpnr TOT? rotwST* cvmh-’TTf^? v*m v*nr vren tow vfv ftrovgro t tu ro^ft 
vfTO^f vfvre *in i ^rmr S Stft; rom v*i* m !JT®tv wtt ^ftvn inn 

*X*TOt iftmcv • *i<t cm® <4^ wi ® TOrmvi^t TOrgm v*ft cm wm 

CTO ftltm TO CTTOT^ft IStltCm TOTTflftSTO v4ft® ® 5^*1 SOflltnt I ®f5tWl 4CW t* 

crotf TOn^t m *tn fryt S rov » 

T»M HOfPblt Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
Sir. the discussion has been short and sweet in spite of a few indictments. 
I shall make some attempt to meet the reproaches and charges. 

My honourable friend Mr. Saaanka Sekhar Sanyal referred to the repair 
of 8, Theatre Road, which is Government property and used to be placed at 
the disposal of the Commissioner of the Presidency Division of the time 



DISCN. ON SUPPLTY. ESTIMATES. [1st March, 


being. It is a very old house and it needed extensive repairs. It is now 
decided that the Chief Minister of the time being should occupy that house 
on the same terms as the Commissioner of the Presidency Division did, 
namely, at a rental. (Mr. Atul Chandra Sen: That is surreptitiously 
increasing the salary of the Chief Minister.) HowP He will pay rental. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: But he will enjoy the house. 
He may go to any other house he likes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: But this is Govern- 
ment property. You provide Subdivisional Officers, District Magistrates and 
Commissioners of Divisions with houses of course on payment of rent. 
(Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: They are executives.) 

As regards repair of 31, Theatre Road, I just now forget for what purpose 
it was requisitioned. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal : The principle of ex- 
officio can never be extended to the case of Ministers.) Sir, as regards 31, 
Theatre Road, I forget just now for what purpose it was requisitioned, but 
as long as it is in requisition by Government for their use, it will have to be 
adopted to the purpose for which it has been requisitioned. As I have said, 
Sir, I forget just now for what purpose it has been requisitioned. 
(Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal : For the purpose of extorting money from 
the public exchequer.) Not at all. (Mr, Atul Chandra Sen: Worse 
than extortion.) 

As regards houses for Ministers I forget what was done in Madras. 
(Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: If you forget don’t quote.) But I am 
certain about the United Provinces. There in 1937 the Ministers were 
provided with houses and there were a certain number of cars which 
were pooled by the Ministers. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal : Those were 
rented houses and Government cars placed at the disposal of Ministers.) Sir, 
8^ Theatre Road, will be placed at the disposal of tne Chief Minister for the 
time being and he has to pay rent just as the Commissioner of the Presidency 
Division pays rent. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal : That does not justify 
capital expenditure.) (Mr. Atul Chandra Sen : I propose that every 
Minister should get a house.) That would not be a bad idea. For the 
moment I am satisfied with my humble lodging. 

As regards the Publicity Department mentioned by my honourable friend 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, I find that almost every Government indulges 
in publicity. Well, Sir, I have no great liking for publicity myBelf. I 
prefer to keep out of publicity and publications but, at the same time, it is 
a very necessary thing. I find that even Indian States spend a lot of 
money on publicity. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: On a point of interruption, Sir. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Goswami looks much more beautiful in the Bengal Weekly 
than here. (Laughter.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You cannot say that in this House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, Mr. Sanyal has 
touched a sore point in my heart. The picture in the Bengal Weekly is 
probably a reproduction of some snapshot of me taken somewhere in the 
sun, which makes me out far uglier than even I really am. 

As I was saying, Sir, even the Indian States spend a lot of money on 
publicity and as regards the Government of the United States of America 
I got numerous expensive publications free of chaige. (Mr. Sasanka 
Sekhar Sanyal: But our non-official press is very efficient and Govern- 
ment can use it.) No, Sir, Government has got to publicise their views. 
That is a matter of policy. If there is a difference of opinion on this 
point between the Opposition and ourselves, 1 cannot help it. 
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As regards hospitals taken oyer by Government, I am sorry to hear that 
they compare unfavourably with the Government F.B.E. (Famine Belief 
Emergency) organisations. The Famine Belief Emergency hospitals were 
equipped during the famine and soon after. Great care was taxen, and I 
sincerely hope that the hospitals temporarily taken over by Government with 
a view to improving them will be substantially improved. (Mr. Sasanjca 
Sekhar Sanyal: Is that an assurance or a pious hopeP) 

My honourable friend, Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, referred to Post-War 
Reconstruction Committees and said that many of the sub-committees were 
not functioning. That certainly is not exactly the position. Some of the 
sub-committees have done excellent work. As I said in my Budget speech, 
it is true that the blue prints are not yet ready, but it is expected that their 
reports will be ready before the end of April. 

There were very few other points raised in the discussion. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What about release of political 
prisoners ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8! CHANDRA C08WAMI: As regards release 

of political prisoners, I feel very strongly. It is a pity that larger number 
of political prisoners have not been released. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal : 
Only pity and nothing more!) I do however feel that the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department is anxious to release as many prisoners 
as he can do safely. On that point it is most difficult for me to express any 
opinion on behalf of Government. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: WhyP 
Are you not a part of Government?) Honourable members know my feeling 
in this matter and I hope honourable members will realise my difficulty. 

I feel, Sir, that I have answered the main points raised. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: wfar ivmrf 

firwpn 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: faj* fwePn i 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: fwwtw m fwami wn wti i vft wmiv 

*trf* 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is not the practice. Please take your 
seat. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I have answered all 
the points raised and I now resume my seat. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-23 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 
2nd March, 1945, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
2nd March, 1045, at 445 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr, Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 11 
Hon’ble Ministers and 167 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

(Supplementing* on Starred Question No. 109 contd.) 

Blbu ASHUT08H LAHIRI: With reference to answer («)(/>), will the 
Htm’ble Minister be pleased to state what departmental action was taken 
against the officer concerned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The officer concerned was severely 
censured by the Deputy Commissioner of the South district. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: In view of the fact that the officer con- 
cerned submitted a false report, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why more stringent measures were not taken against him? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The punishment meted out to the 
officer was considered sufficient. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the name of the officer concerned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 would ask for notice. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: With reference to answer ( d)(iv ) in view 
of the fact that all the persons prosecuted and acquitted one after the other 
held important positions in public life, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the Reason why Government did not take any action at all against 
the officer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Is it a fact that Government approved of 
these mean tactics? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Babu ASH UT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is not a fact that the prosecutions were lodged in respect of 
meetings held to protest against the Secondary Education Bill? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Presumably so. I am not very 
sure. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Government consulted any legal opinion as to whether 
the officer in question may not be prosecuted for giving false information? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The officer in his explanation 
stated that when he called at the residence of Mr. Roy Chaudhury he found 
him not at home. That is why he applied for the issue of a warrant. 
Certainly the officer acted in a wooden-headed manner. That is why depart- 
mental action was taken. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR R0)M What was the rank of the officer con- 
cerned P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

t|« MARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that Sj. Roy Chaudhury was attending the Law court every day when the 
summons was issued against him P 
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■ Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. I am not aware 
whether he was attending law courts or not. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Is it a fact that the prosecution was 
lodged under the orders of the Commissioner of Police at the instance of the 
Deputy Commissioner, South district? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state if it is a fact that in the case against the late Manindra Nath Hitter, 
the Judge held that the late Mr. Hitter was neither the convener, nor the 
president nor the speaker in the meeting about which prosecution was lodged 
against him? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know what was the judg* 
ment of the court. I ask for notice. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: In view of the information 
supplied, do the Government think it desirable that stringent measures 
should be taken against an officer who prosecuted people on false grounds? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It has been stated previously in 
reply to a similar question that the prosecution was lodged erroneously and 
■ for having caused inconvenience by the issue of a warrant Government has 
taken action against the officer concerned. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether it is a fact that prosecution was first initiated for infringing 
lighting orders and also for holding meetings and thereafter that portion 
of the complaint namely, “for holding meetings” was withdrawn? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes Sir. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the carelessness shown by 
the prosecuting officer who knowing full well that there was no prohibition 
against holding meetings yet started the prosecution, does the Hon’ble 
Minister think it desirable to take severe steps against the said officer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. The question of taking 
severe steps against the prosecuting officer does not arise because it was 
purely a mistake and so far as the ban is concerned there used to exist a ban 
against holding meetings. So it was purely an error of judgment. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister In* pleased to 
state whether the officer in question was in the meantime promoted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know anything about that. 

Distribution of gun iioenoo in certain subdivisions of BakarginJ. 

•110. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state separately— 

{%) the number of gun licences (S.B.B.L. and D.B.B.L.) granted to— 

(1) Pirojpur, 

(2) Patuakbali, 

(3) Bhola, and 

(4) Sadar subdivision, 

of Bakarganj district during the year 11M4 ; and 

(tt) number of them that are granted to— 

(A) Caste Hindus, 

(B) Scheduled Castes, and 

(C) Muslims in each subdivision? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of those that 
have got the gun licences in each subdivision in 1944 ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohaff of tho MonUto Khwaja 
8ir Nazimuddifl): Two statements are laid on the Table? 
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Statement II. 

Referred to in reply to starred quest, on A'o. 110 showing the names of versons 
who were granted gun licences in the subdivisions in the district cf 
Bakarganj during the year 1944. 


PiKOfrrR Subdivi 


i Abdul Kader Mia. 
i Sah Abu Jaffar Md. Saleh, 
i Fazlul Karim Talukder. 
i Benoy Bhuson Dey. 

► Md. Modasser Ali Talukder. 

) AMul Manan Talukder. 

) Adam Ali Shikder., 

) Abdur Rashid Shikder. 

Kazi Abdul Hamid. 

) Bipin Behari Chakravorty. 

\ Maulvi Serajul Haq. 

) Alnlul Latif Talukder. 
i Debendra Nath Baral. 

lb . Golam Hossain. 

1 Moklesuddin Mian. 

Md. Alnlul Hashem. 

M a m i n u d d i n Ch o w k i d e r . 

Nibaran Chandia Karan jai. 

Md. Azaharuddin Ahamed. 
Maulvi Nunn a hum mad Shikder. 
Maulvi Mahatabuddin Ahamed. 
Maulvi Mir Anwar Ali. 

Maulvi Akramali Khalifa. 
Maulvi Maininuddin Mridha. 
Md. Bel vat Hossain. 

Maulvi Muhammad Sader. 

Md. Abdul Uafur Shikder. 
Maulvi Nuruddiu Ahamed. 
Maulvi Md. Molfat Ali. 

Maulvi Md. Nawabali Mia. 
Maulvi A. B. Md. Nural Islam. 
Akhil Chandra Maj unuler. 

Md. Maminuddin Jamadder. 
Mahammad Ali Howlader. 


Muhammad Baaiar Rahawan, 
Maulvi Abdul Hamid Muktear. 
Maulvi Abdul (Jaffur Muktear. 
Syed Mahammad Israil, 

Maulvi Sahabuddin Ahamed. 
Tariui Charan Mistri. 

Rakhal Ranian Gharami. 

Md. Balmr Ali Howlader. 

Maulvi Azizar Rahaman Mia. 
Maulvi A lid us Samad Mia. 

Hazi Safijuddin Talukder. 

1/ulit Kumar Mondal. 

Makhain Lai Bose. 

Md. Abdul Hashem Khan. 

Sarat Kumar Ilalder. 

Maulvi Altabuddin Ahamed. 
Abdul Majid Talukder. 

Abdul Aw'al Shikder. 

Maulvi Afseruddin Ahamed. 
Rajendra Nath Haider, 
i Md. Ohnjuddin Sardar. 

Maulvi A. K. M. Ashrafuzzama. 
i Maulvi Md. Ismail. 

Md. Kalu Howlader. 

Md. Rashid Mia. 

Maulvi Makbul Ahamed Ran. 
Sekendar Ali Howlader. 
Mafijuddin Mollak. 

Maulvi Fazlul Karim Mia. 
Maulvi Golam Rasul Khan. 
Maulvi Serajul Haque. 

Md. Hashem Ali Howlader. 
Khitish (Knndru Chakravorty, 
Dhirendra Nath Mitra, 


Bhoi.a Srnui vision. 

(1) A. F. M. C&owdbury. (3) Maulvi A. M. Atikullab Chow- 

(2) A. N. M. Nazirul Haque. dhury. 

(4) Maulvi Rafiul Haque. 

(5) Md. Khorshed Alain Ohowdhury. 


PaTUARHALI SUBDl VlSlOIf. 


(1) Motaharuddin Ahamed. 

(2) Maulvi Abdul Rashid. 

(3) Abti Syed Md. Julfikar. 

(4) Hatijuddin Talukder. 

(6) Panchoo Mug Matbar. 

(6) Abual Kashem Howlader. 

(7) Syed Apter Ali. 

<8) Maulvi Abdul Kader. 

(9) Maulvi Md. Idris. 

(10) Md. Ismail Talukder. 


(11) Md. Zahirtil Ismal. 

(12) Azahar Ali Howlader. 

(13) Md. Wares Ali Mia. 

(14) Md. Sahajan Howdader. 
(lb) Abdul Majid Howlader. 

(16) Hazarat Ali Mia. 

(17) Alimaddi Dafader. 

(18) Maulvi Abdul K&bir Mia. 

19) Rabati Mobon Pal. 

20) Mir Atahar Ali. 
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Chintaharan Roy. 

Siair Kumar Guha. 

A. K. Md. Samsuddin CJiow 
dhury. 

Zakana Md. Noor. 

Fazlul Karim. 


Sadab Subdivision. 

Maulvi Md. Ishaque Ali. 
Sarat Chandra Samadder. 

(29) Md. Munsur Chowdhury. 

(30) Maulvi Mahammad Ali Taluk- 
der. 

(31) Maulvi Daliluddin Ahamed. 


Himanshu Kr. Roy Chowdhury. (32) Manmotho Nath Guhu. 


1 Maulvi Akteruddin Ahamed 
i Maulvi Md. Badsha Mia. 

Subedar Mehendi Khan. 

. Mr. W. K. Randall. 

Rajendra Lai Sen. 

Upendra Lai Pal. 

Priyanath Rai Chowdhury. 
Asmat Ali Khan. 

Dhirendra Nath Chatterji. 
Indra Lai Shikder. 

Hari Mohon Ganguly. 

Naresh Chandra Biswas. 

Biren Malakar. 

Nirode Behari Talukder. 

Maulvi Abdul Majid Mia. 
Maulvi Md. Abdul Rasul Khan. 
Sitanath Pal. 


(33) Parimal Chandra Guha. 

(34) Sailendra Nath Ghose. 

(35) Makham Lai Das. 

(3G) Sudhir Chandra Das. 

(37) Sudhir Kr. Sen Mahalanabis. 
(38; Maulvi Abdul Kasem Howlader. 

(39) Abdul Somad Talukder. 

(40) Khitish Chandra Sen. 

(^1) Birendra Mohon Das Gupta. 

(42) Kartick Chandra Bose. 

Maulvi Nesaruddin Ahamed. 
Chinta Haran Ghose. 

Aldul Waheb Talukder. 

Jonardan Sen Gupta. 

Maulvi Mafijuddin Biswas. 
Narendra Lai Pal Chowdhury. 
Md. Emdad Hossain. 

Maulvi Azizuddin Ahamed. 


(43) 

(44) 

(45) 

(46) 

(47) 

(48) 

(49) 

(50) 


(24) Azahar Ali Mia. 

(25) Maulvi Abdul Rashid Talukder. (51 ) Bhupesh Chandra Pal. 

(26) Maulvi Abdul Aziz Khan. (52) Rebati Mohon Pal. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of applicants who are Caste Hindus, Scheduled 
Castes and Muslims respectively for gun licences? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is given in the answer. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: No, it is not there. I want 
the number of applicants. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Are the Government aware 
that though the number of applicants from the Caste Hindus and Scheduled 
Castes was large yet their applications were turned down and only a few 
were granted gun licences? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of the number of 
applicants for the issue of gun licenses. It is not possible for me to answer 
that question. I will have to ask for notice. 


SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to look into the matter and see that justice is done to the Scheduled 
Castes and caste Hindus in the matter of granting licences in Barisal 
district? 


Khafk Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Licences are not granted on any 
communal proportion or basis: 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the HonTde Minister be pleased 
to state if the total number of gun licences granted to Muslims, namely, 
100 as against the number 34 to caste Hindus and 9 to Scheduled Castes has 
been in pursuance of any policy of the Government of Bengal to equip the 
Muslima with fire-arms? „ 

Kh« Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIi No, Sir. 



QUESTIONS. 


1*46.] 


348 


Officers of A. R. P. organisation in Mymensingh. 

Mil. Mr. ABUL H088AIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the Home (Defence) Department be pleased to lay on the Table 
a statement showing the present number of officers of A.R.r. organisation 
at Mymensingh and also showing the number of Muslim and Hinau officers 
in each rank? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
Muslims predominate in the district of Mymensingh P 

(c) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister lie pleased to state whether any 
Muslim officer has ever been placed as Controlling Officer? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) A statement is placed on the Table. 

( b ) Yes. 

(c) The District Magistrate is the e.r-offcio Controlling Officer. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 111. 


Name of service. 

Muslim. 

Hindu. 

Wardens 


1 

Control and Report Centre 

!! 2 

1 

Rescue 


l 

Casualty 

2 

3 

H. P. F. Parties 


1 

Depot 

!! i 

1 

Barracks 

i 

1 

Messenger Commandant 

i 


Total 

7 

9 


Release of persons detained without trial under rule 28 of Dofonoo of India 

Rules. 

•112. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(а) how many persons detained without trial under rule 26 of the Defence 

of India Rules have been released since the present Ministry 
assumed office ; 

(б) how many of the persons released have been restricted in their move- 

ments; 

(c) whether the persons restricted have been granted any allowance; and 

(d) if so, how' many of them ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of tho Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Five hundred and fifty-eight. 

(b) Eighty-six. 

(c> and (d) Yes; eleven of them. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state how many of the 86 persons whose movement has been res- 
tricted applied for allowances? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ash for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us for how fcmg a period these eighty-six prisoners whoee 
movement was restricted were in detention? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what were the maximum and minimum amounts of the 
allowance that was granted ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, it will take time to answer 
that question. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA RATH DUTTA: In view of the fact that these 86 
persons have been restricted after they had been detained in jail for a long 
period, will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of granting 
allowances to all of them? 

Khali Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, if this question is held over I 
will be able to answer these questions because I find that I h'ave brought a 
wrong file with me. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In that case the question is held over. 

Grant of family allowance to security prisoners. 

MIS. Mrs. HEMA PROVA MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the following security prisoners applied several times for 
the maintenance allowance for their dependents and, if so, whether 
they have been granted any allowance and, if not, why not, 
viz. : — 

(?) Sj. Kshemesh Itanjan Cliatterjee, m.sc., n.L., Rajshahi 
Jail, 

( h ) Kj. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, ex-M.L.C. — Dum Dum Jail, 
( hi ) Sj. Biswa Nath Mukherjee— Presidency Jail, 

(?r) Sj. Niranjan Modak, Mukhtear — Alipore Central Jail, 

(v) Sj. Man in dm Sarkar — Rajshahi Jail, 

(n) Sj. Brnhmodns Talukdar -Jhim Dum Jail, and 
(?’»/) Sj. Jogesh Chandra Chakrnvartti — Dacca or Midnapore Jail; 
(h) whether it is a fact that all the above prisoners were earning 
when at large and contributing towards the maintenance of their 
families and dependents; and 

((’) whether it is a fact that their families and dependents have been 
deprived of the help these prisoners were rendering out of their 
earning P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): Yes, several applications have been received from the 
security prisoners referred to and a family allowance has been sanctioned 
to Babu Niranjan Modak. The case of Babu Brahammodas Talukdar is 
under consideration. A statement showing the reasons for not granting any 
family allowance to the other five security prisoners is placed on the Library 
Table. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU : In view of the fact that Ehemesh 
Ran jan Chatterjee was earning Rs. 45, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to grant him that amount as his allowance for his family ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The case of the security prisoner, 
Khemcsh Ranjan Chatterjee/ is being re-examined by Government. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In the statement placed on the 
Library table you have stated that one of his brothers is earning. May I ask 
*wheHier the Government enquired as to whether the brother has a large 
family to maintain P 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALt: The brother is a doctor who is 
earning as such and then the family gets some rent from the Dinajpur house. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will (be IWble Minister be 
pleased to enquire how much does his brother earn and if he has any 
surplus to be given for the maintenance of#his mother and grand-mother? 

. Khafl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS I have already stated that this case 
is being re-examined by Government. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of (he admission made in 
the statement placed on the Library table that Sj. Biswa Nuth Mukherjee 
was earning a little as a priest, will the Government he pleased to state why 
he has been refused any allowance P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It was found that the family is 
self-supporting and besides the security nrisoner is a bachelor. Whatever 
he earned as a priest he spent on himself and did not contribute to the 
maintenance of the family. 

. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: He has to <pend something lor his 
personal expenses even when he is in jail tuid he has been writing to his 
father, who has no income and who is old, for money- 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information of Gnvernimmt is 
that the family is self-supporting. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Biswa Nath Mukherjee used to 
draw his personal expenses from the family. In view of that will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to grant him some money for his personal 
expense? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of the position as 
stated by Mr. Kundu and this question may be looked into. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Sj. Maniodra Sarkar was earning by private tuition and helping his minor 
brothers towards the expenses of their studies? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information of Government is 
that this security prisoner was a student when he was urrested and instead 
of helping the family he was rather dependent on the family. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Ifon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state what amount has been granted to Niranjan Modak who was a 
practising Muktear in Krishnagar? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sj. Niranjun Modak was first 
granted an allowance of Its. 45 per month. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: When does the Hon’ble Minister 
think that a decision on the case of Sj. Brahmodas Tulukdar will be taken? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 cannot say, hut the matter will 
be expedited. 

Regarding the health of Sj. San tosh Ronjan Cangidi, a security prisoner. 

*114. Babu KHACENORA HATH DAS CUPTAs (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Hejrert merit he pleased to state whether it is 
a fact — 

(i) that security prisoner San tosh Hnnjan Ganguli of RajshaBi Central 
Jail has been suffiring for the last two ye ars from severe inflam** 
mat ion of the gums accompanied by more or less constant bleed- 
in fir from the firums and aIro nevera nvnirhnAA • 
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(it) that he has been in indifferent health during all this time and has 
been suffering from constaut pain in the front of left chest and also 
occasionally on the left back; 

(Hi) that for the last four or five months he has been running a tempera- 
ture in the evening, and that for the last one month and a half 
even temperature ha% been regularly above 99° F. ; and 

(iv) that the Superintendent and Medical Officer of the Jail has examined 
him on several times and in spite of all kinds of treatment includ- 
ing injections his condition is not improved and getting worse? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of releasing him; 
or of transferring him to a jail in or near Calcutta, for his better treatment? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) ( i ) Mr. Ganguly complained of pyorrhoea in March, 
1943. 

(ii) He complained of occasional pain in front of the left side of the chest 
in September, 1944. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(iv) He is under proper treatment at Rajshahi Jail and his present condi- 
tion is satisfactory. 

(b) No. 


Arrest of Mr. Mehta. 

•115. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether Mr. Mehta was working on the Famine Enquiry Committee 

the object of which was to collect facts and figures and place them 
before the Wood head Enquiry Commission; 

(b) whether it is a fact that Mr. Mehta bad written a letter to Mrs. 

Kalyani Bhattneharjee at Bombay in July, 1944, which was 
intercepted by the police, and in which letter he had written to 
say that he w r as going to see Mahatma Gandhi at Panehgani in 
connection with the Bengal Famine; 

(c) whether Mr. Mehta hud booked a seat in the Bombay mail of 19th 

July, 1944, for Bombay, and was arrested on 17th July, 1944, 
before he could go to see Mahatma Gandhi ; 

(d) whether while interrogating Mr. Mehta, the Social Branch Inspec- 

tor of Police told him that his arrest was due to his pro-Huque- 
Shyamaprosad attitude and also to the apprehension that he was 
about to bring out other publications on Bengal Famine; and 

(e) whether it is a fact that Mr. Mehta was arrested on account of the 

facts mentioned in (a), (b) and ( d )? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin)! (a) I have no information to this effect. When he was 
interrogated in Calcutta he stated that he had come to Calcutta to take up 
the post of Special representative of the Forum of Bombay. 

( b ) I have no information" 

(c) Mr. Mehta was arrested on the 17th July, 1944. At the time of his 
arrest a third class railway ticket from Calcutta to Bombay was found 
amongst his effects. Even if the tioket was for his own use the real purpose 
<rf his visit to Bombay was not known. 

(d) and (*) tfo. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (6) will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to Btate whether any record is kept of letters 
intercepted by the police? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to question (b) and 
reply therto, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he en- 
quired about this matter after receivng this notice? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Mr. Mehta was interrogated as to the purpose of the ticket 
which was found to be in his possession? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether any steps were taken to ascertain as to what was the purpose 
of the ticket? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 hare already said that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: No, Sir, he has not said that. My 
question is whether any steps were taken to ascertain the purpose of the 
ticket. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: lie was interrogated ou that point 
and the explanation he gave was that he proposed to undertake a journey 
to Bombay. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Was Government satisfied that he was 
correct in his statement? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice as to whether the 
matter was pursued or not. 

Extomment of persons under Bengal Smuggling of Arms Act, 1834. 

•116. Mr. RADHA NATH DA8: Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many persons have been externed from Bengal under the 
Bengal Smuggling of Arms Act, 1934, from 1934 .to 1936; and 

{ b ) in how many cases the order of externment has been withdrawn 
up to date? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of tho HonWa Khwala 
fir Nazimtlddin): Nine persons have been externed from Bengal and the 
order of externment has not been withdrawn in any of the cases relating to 
those persons. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us the period of externment? Were they externed at the tame 
time or at different periods? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minuter be 
pleased to tell us whether they are residents of Bengal P 

Khan Bahahir MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 
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Representation of Scheduled Caste members in Union Relief Committees, 

Tippers* 

•117. Rai Sahib 4ACAT CHANDRA MON DAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(1) the total number of the existing District and Union Relief Com- 

mittees formed in the district of Tippera; 

(2) the total number of members in each Relief Committee; 

(3) how many of them are (4) Muslims, (B) Caste Hindus, and 

( C ) Scheduled Castes; 

(4) the names of the Scheduled Caste members; and 

(6) whether the Scheduled Castes have been adequately represented in 
those Committees P 

(b) If not, what steps Government propose to take for adequate repre- 
sentation of the Scheduled Castes in those Committees? 

Ml NI8TER -in-charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a)(1) There is no District Relief Committee 
in the district. The number of Union Relief Committees is as follows: — 


Subdivisions. 

Brahmanbaria ... ... ... 68 

Laksam ... ... ... 68 

Ohandina ... ... ... 52 

Chandpur ... ... ... 53 

Total ... 241 


(2) to (4) A statement furnishing the information is laid on the Library 
Table. 

(5) Yes. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

Distribution of English vegetable seeds at Astagram, Mymensingh. 

•118. Rai 8ahib MONOMOHAN DA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state — 

(i) bow much winter English vegetable seeds - have been distributed 
this year at Astagram in Mymensingh; and 

(it) how much of them were (I) for free distribution, and (II) for 

s&leP 

(b) Will the Hon’ bio Minister be pleased to state whether the District 
Agricultural Officer of the Eastern Circle, having his headquarters at Dacca, 
has been ordered by the Deputy Director of Agriculture to put up at Asta- 
gram until further order? 

MINI8TER4iKChargo of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’blo Khan Bahadur 8aiyed Muazzamuddjn Hosain): (a)(i) The follow- 
ing quantities of winter English vegetable seedlings have been distributed 
this year in Astagram: — 

Cabbage— 6,700 seedlings/ 

Cauliflower — 11,400 seedlings. 

Tomato— 2,000 seedlings. 

(it) These were all distributed free in all the three places of Bh&ti area 
for popularising cultivation of these vegetables in this area. 
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( b ) A Grow More Food District Agricultural Officer haa been deputed 
to supervise the work of vegetable cultivation in .the Bhati area with tem- 
porary headquarters at Bajitpur ami not Astagram. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which wore laid on the table) 


Primary scholarships in Jalpaiguri district. 

36. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 

M mister m charge of the Education Department be pleased to lav on the 
loble a statement showing with respect to the district of .lalpaiguri— 

(a) the number of primary schools; 

(b the number of students reading in those schools in the years. 

(1) 1937-38 and (2) 194041; * 1 

( c ) the number of students who appeared in the Primary Examination 

in the year 194041 ; 

(d) the number of centres of the Primary Examination in the year 

1940-41 ; and 

(e) the number of scholarships meant for the hoys in the years 1937-38 

and 1940-41 Y 

M I N 1 8T E R-i n-chars e of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon Tile 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): 

(«) 1937-38 ... ... ... 1,103 

194041 ... ... ... 851 

{b) 1937-38 ... ... ... 37,802 

WWAl ... ... ... 42,943 

( c ) Seven hundred and forty-four. 

(d) Four centres. 

(c) The number of open scholarships on the results of the Primary 
(Maktab) linal Examination allocated to this district is only lour including 
one reserved for Muslims. Besides these four District Scholarships, there are 
16 Final Primary Scholarships reserved for backward and depressed classes 
oi the whole of the Rujshahi Division which are awarded by the Divisional 
Inspector of Schools on a Divisional basis. In the year 194041 only one 
of these 16 scholarships was secured by this district against three such 
scholarships in the year 1937-38. 


Medical treatment of certain seourity prisoners, 

37. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE* (a) Will the TIon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether the 
following security prisoners have been suffering for neveial months from 
the ailments noted against each : — 

(?) Sj. Nikunja Behari Haiti, m.l.a,, — chronic dysentery and col stasis 
treated in Medical College Hospitals for several months and now 
in Presidency Jail; * 

(??) Sj. Sushen Mukherjee — suffering from low blood pressure and 
gradually losing weight; 

(m) Sj. Chitta Ouha — suffering from chronic rhinitis transferred to 
Presidency Jail from Dacca about 5 months hack; 

(tv) Sj. Bhupendra Kiskore Rakshit Roy — chronic septic tonsillitis trans- 
ferred from Rajshahi Jail to Presidency Jail; 
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(v) Sj. Anil Bhattacharyya — pain in abdomen, had to be treated 6 times 
in 8 months in Presidency Jail Hospital; 

(vi) Sj. Sadhan Eoy— septic tonsils transferred from Jalpaiguri to Pre&i- 

dency Jail; 

(vii) Sj. Anadi Sen— suffering ^rom blood pressure, wants to be .treated 

by his family physicians; 

(vui) Sj. Arun Roy periodic pain in lower abdomen and weakness, 
weight only 103 lbs. (5 feet 7 inches height) ; 

(ix) Sj. AdwaitaThitta — renal colic, gall bladder pain, hernia, evening 

rise of temperature, 5 out of 10 months in Presidency Jail Hospital, 
wants permission to be treated by outside specialists; 

(x) Sj. Netai Jana— daily evening rise of temperature and loss of weight; 

(xi) Sj Jyntish Guba— chronic sciatica, liver troubles, pain down the 
legs, wants to be treated by his own specialists; 

(rii) Sj. Karuna Mitter— septic tonsil, deafness, arthritis appendicitis 
(chronic), heart and lungs trouble, wants to be treated by his own 
specialists ; 

<**«) Sj. Narayan Chandra Hatta of Khulna sent to Medical College 
Hospitals from Hum Hum Jail — suffering from Asthma and was 
under oxygen treatment at all hours at least up to the end of 
June; 

(xiv) Sj. llebesh Mukherjee sent to Medical College Hospitals from Alipore 
Jail — suffering from stones and chronic kidney troubles, wants to 
be operated by his family surgeon ; 

(*v) Sj. Priya Ranjan Sen-sent to Medical College Hospitals from Hum 
I)um — suffering from rheumatic fever for several months; 

(. 2 m) Sj. Nagendra Sekhar Chakravarty — had posterior gastra, jeyumtomy 
operation for gastric ulcer and still gets fits of severe pain, now 
in Hum I)um Jail ; 

(*vti) Sj. Kedareswar Sen Gupta— stomach trouble, bed-ridden for years, 
weight at 78 lbs., now in Hum Hum Jail; and 

Sj. Detail Das— suspected T.B., now in Hum Hum .Tail? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, do the Government propose 
to take steps for their proper treatment or to release them on medical 
grounds ? 

The Hoft’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The information asked for is 
not readily available and its collection would involve an amount of time 
and labour that would not be justifiable in war time. All cases of illness are 
being given proper treatment by specialists in jail or as indoor patient in 
the Medical College Hospital Group of Hospitals. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if there is no record kept about these security prisoners about whose 
health has been enquired? 

Khtn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Yes, Sir, a record is kept. 

Mf. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU 8 Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
explam why he has replied that the information asked for is not readily 
available and its collection would involve an amount of time and labour that 
would not be justifiable in war-time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Because this is not kept in a 
register at one place. These information and records are in various branches 
of the departments of Government and in various jails and hospitals. They 
wul have to be collected from all the different places and many files wifi 

to be lookeq into— I mean, files relating to the security prisoners. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SENS Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state whether the answer that time and labour necessary for giving 
information regarding the health and medical treatment of the security 
prisoners are not justified in war time is in pursuance of the so-called and 
much advertised liberal policy of the Government? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I do not allow that question. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8ENS Sir, may 1 point out that in season and 
out of season in answers he says “in pursuance of the liberal policy of the 
Government’ ’ . 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 can’t help it. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether jt is not desirable that the Government, for the 
purpose of consoling the relations of these prisoners, should take this 
trouble and furnish us with the information which lias been asked for? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Gove rnineut will be only too 
pleased to furnish this information but Government would like some 
co-operation from the gentlemen who nut these questions. Instead of 
putting an omnibus question, if they could split up the question into 3 or 4 
different parts and then submit them, it would be possible for Government 
to attend to them easily. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: How much time will be required in 
collecting the information? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN* This is almost flippant, 1 must say. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That I can’t help. 

Crant of family tllowano. to, and relMsa of, uourity prisoners dotoinod 
in Bengal on 71st August, 1943, 

38. Mr. NINARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR: <«) With reference to 
the answer given to starred question No. 51 on the 20th Soptcm Ijer, 1 043. 
relating to security prisoners detained in Bengal on 21st August, 1040, will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge ol the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether any family allowances, at all, ha’ve been granted to any of the 2,016 
security prisoners stated to have been detained on that date in the category 
which is excluded from the jail treatment and privileges prescribed by the 
Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, 1940? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, what are the reasons thereof? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Bon’ble Minister 
be pleased to etate — 

(t) how many such prisoners have been granted a family allowance; and 

(it) what are the amounts granted to each such person, giving their 
names ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) how many security prisoners out of the 2,516 of this category, it 
any, have been released since the 21st August, 1943, up to the 
latest available date; 

(») how many persons since the 21st August, 1043, have been made 
security prisoners of the aforesaid category ; and 

(iu) how many persons are at present waiting as prisoners under rule 
129 of Defence of India Rules, or any other similar rule, with a 
view to their being made security prisoners of this category? 
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(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) of the 1,503 security prisoners of the other category, said to have 
been detained on the 21st August, 1043, who are treated in jail 
uccording to the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, 1040, how 
many have since beenf released up to the latest available date; 
(it) how many persons have been made security prisoners of this cate- 
gory ; 

(Hi) how many are being detained under rule 129, Defence of India Rules, 
or otherwise, at present, pending their confirmation as security 
prisoners of this category; 

( iv ) how many persons now detained in Bengal Jails as security prisoners 
have been granted by Government monthly family allowances; 
and 

(a?) how many of them are actually receiving payments? 

(/) Will the Hon’blo Minister be also pleased to state — 

(t) what is the total number of persons now being detained in Bengal 
without trial — 

(/4) as security prisoners under Defence of India Rules of all 
categories, and 

(B) as State prisoners under Regulation HI of 1818; and 
(it) bow many of the above number are females? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(b) These prisoners had no ostensible means of subsistence before arrest. 

( c ) Does not arise. 

(d) (i) One hundred and twenty-three*, till 31st October, 1944. 

{it) iSixty-two till 31st October, 1944. 

(Hi) Seven on 31st October, 1944. 

(e) (t) Three hundred and thirty-one till 20th December, 1944. 

(it) One hundred and thirty-six till 20th December, 1944. 

(in) Fifteen on 20th December, 1944. 

(iv) and (v) Family allowance has so far been granted in the cases of 
about 760 security prisoners. I have no information that payment of allow- 
ance has been stopped or withheld in a case where allowance has been sanc- 
tioned. 

(/) (i) (A) 3,599 on 28th December, 1944. 

(B) Fifteen on 28th December, 1944. 

(ti) Nineteen on 28th December, 1944. 

Number of detenus detained and released. 

39. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: ui) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Homo Department be pleased to state — 

(t) what is the number of detenus still detained in the different deten- 
tion camps and different jails in the Province of Bengal; 

(ti) what was the number when this Ministry took office; 

(if?) how many had been released since then; 

(iv) how many of the detenus still detained receive allowance; 

(v) what is the (A) maximum and ( B) minimum amount of allowance; 
(*t) what is th$ number of detenus below the age of eighteen still 

detained ; 
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(t*t) what is the number of detenus released in pursuance of Government 
policy that the detenus below the age of 18 would be released; 

(viii) what is the number of examinee detenus in the different jails of 
Bengal; 

(ix) whether the Government have made any provisions for the examina- 
tion fees of those detenus; 

(a?) what is the number of persons whose movements have been restricted 
by the orders of the Government of Bengal ; 

(xi) how many restrictive orders have been passed ; and 
(fit) how many such orders have been withdrawn by this Ministry after it 
has taken office? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that many persons huve been debarred 
from pursuing their ordinary calling by such restrictive orders? 

(c) Do the Government consider the desirability of giving allowance to 
the persons referred to in ( b) ? 

The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs (a) (i) Security prisoners- 

1,322. 

State prisoners — 15. 

Criminal security prisoners — 2,280. 

(«) Security prisoners — 1,575. 

Criminal security prisoners — 2,500. 

(in) Five hundred and fifty-eight (this does not include criminal security 
prisoners released). 

(iv) Seven hundred and fifty (approximately). 

(r) A— Rs.200 per mensem. 

B — Us. 6 per mensem. 

(vi) Three. 

(mi) Ten. 

(viii) I have no correct information neither is it readily available. 

(tx) No. 

(x) and (xi) So far 4,263 restrictive orders have been passed including 
those issued by local officers. 

(sit) This figure is not readily available. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Government have already been giving personal allowance in suitable 
cases. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us the number of security prisoners still under detention r 
"What is the present position? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: These figure were correct so far 
as the middle of January is concerned. If I am to give up-to-date figures 
I will have to ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: In answer to questions (it) and 
(Hi) if- has been stated that the number of security prisoners was 1,575 and 
the number of releases was 558, will the Hon'ble Minister be ptea^d to tell 
us how the figure 558 was arrived at in view of answer (t)r The figure of 
releases would appear to be 253. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS I will explain the position. When 
this file came up to me I* came across the figure 552 as the number of 
releases. Then I made a note that in another file I came across the figure 
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668 as the number of releasee. Probably that figure was more up to date. 
Then I said this should be checked up and if the number of releases is 558 
it should be put down. I think 558 was the number of releases put down 
without any corresponding changes in the other figure. 558 was the most 
up to date figure at the time when I dealt witn the file on the 2nd 
February, 1945. f 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: May 1 take it that the present 
figure has been arrived at because new arrests have been made? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have stated that 558 is correct 
up to 2nd February, 1945; the other figure is correct up to early part of 
January. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: With reference to answer (vi) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell us why these three prisoners who 
are below 18 were not released in view of the Government policy? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot answer that question 
off-hand . 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for not releasing the three security prisoners 
below 18? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That was the question which was 
put to me by Mr. Dutta and I stated “I ask for notice. I cannot give the 
information off-hand . ' * 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us how many prisoners have received Rs. 200 per mensem P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the honourable member be 

£ leased to state if the net effect of the liberal policy pursued by the present 
[inistry is the new arrest of 305 security prisoners and release of 558 
prisoners in the course of the period between April, 1943, and— as the 
honourable member says — middle of January, 1945? Is that the correct 
position P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Dr Sanyal has ffot himself con- 
fused. The liberal policy referred to by him is with regard to the grant of 
family allowances. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Not for release? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am coming to that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am satisfied 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So far as the question of release is 
concerned, that is a question of liberal and progressive policy of 
Government. 

Patition of security priaontr Babu 8aiMi Ranjan Shattaoharya. 

40. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’bie 
Minister in charge of the Home. Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact — 

(i) that security prisoner Babu Sailesh Ranjan Bhattacharya of village 
Dhenkhali, district Faridpur, at present lodged in the Rajshahi 
Central Jail, applied for a suitable grant of family allowance; 

(it) that before his arrest he was earning a lot of money from his per- 
sonal business in timber hnd fuel wood in Central Provinces 
where he was arrested; and that his whole earning was being 
* spent far the maintenance of his family; 
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(m) that his business has been totally ruined on account of his 
incarceration ; 

(tv) that while he was in Jail his uncle died prematurely leaving his wife 
and children completely dependent on his family; and 

(i?) that his family has now fallen into great distress for the loss of his 
income ? 


(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether his petition has been granted, and if not, the 
reason therefor? 

The Hcit’ble Khwaja air NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) to ( v ) No. 

(b) No family allowance has been sanctioned in this case. The security 
prisoner had just passed the Matriculation Examination when he was 
arrested, and thus had no time to secure any job or take to business. He 
is unmarried. His father and uncle who has died recently were uot depen- 
dent on him. His father is earning and has landed properties. 

Opening of Tanning Training centre in Tippera district. 

41. Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Industries Department aware (i) that there is a large j umber 
of people belonging to the muvhi community locally known as ruhu in the 
district of Tippera specially in the subdivision of Brahmanbaria, and (it) that 
risk is are landless and have got no means of livelihood except raw tanning 
and are very poor? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister b© pleased to state (i) whether any steps 
have been taken bv the Government to give them any training in tanning 
and shoe-making, etc., and (ii) if so, wnat steps have been taken in the 
matter ? 

(c) Do the Government consider the desirability of opening a training 
centre in different localities in the district of Tippera which are inhabited 
by the ruhis ? 


MINISTER -in-charge of the INDUSTRIES 
Hon’blc Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin): (a) Yes. 


DEPARTMENT (tha 


(b) Yea, training both in tanning and shoe-making through the agency 
of the demonstration parties was arranged for in several places of the 
district, via., at Bholachang, police-station Nabinagar, in 1937-38, at Chand- 
pur in 1938-39, 1941-42 and 1944-45 and at Brahmanbaria in 1944. 


(c) A scheme for the rehabilitation of the rishis of the Province which 
inter alia envisages the opening of permanent training centres for tanning 
and shoe and leather goods-making in different districts is now under the 
consideration of Government. 


Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
^pleased to state for what period the demonstration parties were arranged 
m the areas concerned as contemplated in answer (h)? 

The HOft*M$ Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: The demonstration parties 
wonted in various places. For the exact period of time during which the 
parties worked in each place I want notice. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state now long the scheme is under the consideration of Govern- 
ment and when it u likely to be given effect to? 

The Hcrt* Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN! The scheme is in a fairly 
advanced stage of preparation. J 

(At this state the House was adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 

(After adjournment.) 
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Adaptions of oorryptwi against Chairman, Rajagaon Debt Battlement 
Board, Tippera. 

•110i Mr. JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department aware 
that there are serious allegations of corruption and dishonesty against the 
present Chairman of No. 1 Rajagaon Debt Settlement Board, within the 
Bajiganj polioe-station in the district of Tippera ? 

(b) Is it a fact — 

(0 that a large number of people of the Rajagaon Union recently made 
a complaint in a written petition against this Chairman to the 
Hon’ble Minister making allegations of corruption and dis- 
honesty on 11th November, 1944, in a registered cover; 

(it) that similar petitions were made by the local public of the Rajagaon 
Union against this particular Chairman alleging corruption and 
dishonesty to the Suodi visional Officer, Chandpur, on 34th March, 
1944; and ' 

(Hi) that the local member of the Legislative Assembly also made a . 
suggestion to the Hon’ble Minister in 1942 to replace this Chair- 
man by an honest man at the time of the reconstitution of this 
Board which was overdue? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are Government consider- 
ing the desirability of removing the said Chairman and reconstituting the 
Board with an honest man as Chairman immediately in the interest of the 
public? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. dogendra Nath Mandal): (a) Yes, but the allegations made in 1942 
were found baseless on enquiry and the allegations made recently are 
under enquiry. 

(b) U) Yes. 

(it) No. 

(in) Yes, but the Chairman’s dishonesty was not established on enquiry. 

(c) The question of removal will be considered if the allegations are found 
true. 

Lease of Khasmahal char land in BakarganJ. 

•120. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(1) the area of the Khasmahal char land in the district of Bakarg&nj 

that has been settled with during the year 1944; and 

(2) the area of Khasmahal char land that has been leased to— 

(i) Caste Hindus, 

(ii) Scheduled Castes, and 
(in) Muslims, 

in each case? 

(6) Will the Hon 'Me Minister be pleased to state the names of those that , 
have got the lease of Khasmahal char land? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath MOkerJaa): (<±(i) 19,147 acres 

(2) (.) £40 aores. 

(*») (23 acres, , 

(tu) 1X984 acres 

(by ^sjtatemeat showing the names is laid on the Library Table. 
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Wajed Ali Wakf Estate of Karitia, Mymenstngh. 

•121. Mr. MIRIA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Is the Rou ble Minister in 

charge of the Education (Registration ami Wakf Board) Department aware — 

(i) that the main property of the Wajed Ali Wakf Estate of Karatift* 
in the dmoiet of Mymensingh, has been recently attached by the 
Collector of Mymensingh ; and 

•(«) that the Muiapara part of the Wakf Estate with many other maus&s 
have been sold in auction Y 

( b ) Will the Jlon’ble Minister be pleased to state the present state of 
affairs, liabilities, collections, etc., and how far the provisions of the wakf 
deed are given effect to in brief Y 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’blt 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): {a)(i) The Education Minister’s information is 
that Tauzi No. 10 of the Mymensingh Ihdlectorate appertaining to the 
Knratia Wuied Ali Khan Panui Wakf Estate 1ms been attached under sec- 
tion 99 of the Cess Act by the Collector of Mymensiugh. 

(it) Some properties have been sold on uecouni of gross mismanagement 
during the ineumben<\ of the late Mutawalli Al-Hudj Maulvi Masud Ali 
Khan Panni. 

(b) Tin* new Mutawalli who h the son of tin* lute Mutawalli bus not been 
able to improve tV* affairs of the estate. Collection does not seem to lie 
looking up and the estate is still groaning under the weight of huge liabili- 
ties. The son ha** not submitted accounts to the Commissioner of Wakfs. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the amount of cess in arrears for which (lit* property has 
been attached ? 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Of course i* is heavy 
As to the actual amount 1 want notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ* With reference to answer (a)(ii) will 
the Hon Tile Minister be pleased to give a list of the properties that have 
been sold away? 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: I want notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Rou ble Minister hi* pleased to 
state how long the accounts have not been submitted? 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Since the time when 
the new mutawalli took over charge. 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state how long: the previous mutawalli Maulvi Masud Ali Khan Panni 
did not submit his accounts? 

> 

A Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Whether he did actually 
/Offe any return or not it is not clear from the record. I want notice. 


Maulvi MUHAMMED I8RAIL. Will the RonTde Minister be pleased 
to state what step has been taken agaiust the new mutawalli for not sub- 
mitting the accounts of the Wakf Estate? 


Khan 8ahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: A notice 1ms been served 
on the new mutawalli to show cause why he did not tile his accounts in 


Maulvi MUHAMMED I8RAIL. Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased 
to state the date on which th^. notioe has been served on him? 

24 
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Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: As to the actual date I 
want notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
etate if it is a fact that for the last 8 or 9 years the accounts of this Wakf 
Estate have not been submitted? 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: The new mutawalh took 
over charge only last year. He has not submitted any accounts and so he 
has been served with a notice to show cause why he should not be prosecuted. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why the old mutawalli did not submit his accounts for the last 8 
or 9 years? 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: So far as the old 

muiwalli is concerned, I want notice to say whether he did submit any 
accounts or not. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that during the last 9 or 10 months over H lakhs 
of rupees were collected, but nothing was paid to the cess account? * 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Government is not 
aware of that. 

Malaria and typhoid epidemics in the Beliaghata and Narikeldanga areas. 

M22. Mr. HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department aware — 

(0 thui a pernicious t\pe of malaria and typhoid lias broken out 
in the form of epidemic in the lleliaghata and Narikeldanga areas 
in the city of t’alcutta; 

(it) that a heavy toll of lives of the inhabitants of the aforesaid .treas is 
being every diu taken by the said epidemic; and 

(???) that prescriptions for the patients suffering from malaria are not 
being served for want of udequafe supply ol (quinine to the drug- 
gists appointed by Government? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (?) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to .state what steps are being taken to check the said epidemic? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) (?) Malaria has prevailed in 
epidemic form in these areas but not typhoid. 

(it) The death rate has been heavy. 

(Hi) This is not a fact. 

(b) A statement is laid on the Library Table 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minisfer 
be pleased to state what was the total quantity of quinine supplied to ther 
druggists of the area? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I refer the honourable member 
to the statement laid on the library table. The quantity of quinine supplied 
to the shops in that area is cfearly stated there. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how does the supply work out per head of the population? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I ask for notice. 
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Allobnants of quinine and quinine substitutes for the distriot ef Firiqmr. 

*123. Msuivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Him’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health ami Uoal Self-Government (Medical) Depart- 
meat be pleased to state — ' r 


(a) what allotments have been made of quinine, mepacrine, cinchona 

febrifuge, quinine ampoules, plasmoquine and others for th® 
district of Fandpur in the current year; 

(b) when the allotments have been made known to the Quinine Rationing 

Authority of the district; 

(c) when the Quinine Rationing Authority was actually given the 

medicines; 

(d) what arrangements have been made for distribution of the medicines 

amongst the public — 

(0 by sale, and 
(ii) by free supply ; 

(c) what quantities of the medicines have gone to the subdivision of 
Goal undo and when and to whom; 

if) what machines has been set up for distribution in the said 
subdivision; 

(v) such machineiy was set up tor supply to — 

a) 1 nion Hoard dispensaries, 
in) class II I ib) dispensaries, and 
{Hi) suffering villagers in unions ; 

(h) when distribution started actually; 

i/) what supplies have gone to Union Board dispensaries up to 15th 
November, 1944, aud what quantities, on what dates; 

<;) what supplies have gone to the class 111(6) disjwnsaries and by what 
dates such supplies were received by the dispensary authorities; 
(k) what quantifies have gone for free supply to suffering people in 
villages, and through whal agencies and by what (lutes; 

(/) what quantities have gone for sale to the villagers and through what 
agencies and by what dates; 

(m) whether the District Board and the District Health Officer come 

in the picture for supplies; 

(n) if so, to what extent ; and 
io) it not, why not!' 


Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (<n A statement is laid on the Table. 

(b) I he allotments were made known to the Quinine Rationing Authority 
of the district on 17th July , 1944, 14th Septemlier, 1944, 4M Octobei , 1944 
and -idrd Novemlier, 1944. respectively, and Bruliiuuchuii's gift on tlm 91sr 
August, 1944. 

(r) The dates were — 

1st Allotment in 2 supplies on 21st June, 1944, and 11th August, 1944. 

2nd Allotment on 8th October, 1944, and Brahmacbari’s free gift. 

drd Allotment on 10th November, 1944. 

4th Allotment on 8th December, 1944, 
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Prior to the ITth July, 1944, some portion of the proposed allotment of 
anti-malarial drugs was supplied to the district in anticipation of Govern- 
ment sanction on account of malaria condition then prevailing. 

(d) (?) By sale — mainly through retail selling agents, charitable dispen- 
saries, Government office stall', business firms, etc. 

Hi) By free supply through charitable dispensaries, provincialised hospi- 
tals, F.It.E. hospitals, satellite centres, mobile units, non-official relief 
organisation and other free agencies set up by the 4 Subdivisional Officers 
and District Health Officer. 

(e) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(/) Same as stated in reply to clause (d). 

(g) (0 Union Board dispensaries and ( ii ) class II 1(b) dispensaries (from 
21st September, 1944, through Reserve Depot, Sadar). 

These disjiensuriek were also getting supplies previously from thana 
headquarters through Assistant Relief Officers, Relief Co-ordinating Officers, 
etc., who would get their supplies from the Subdivisional Officer, Goaiundo. 

(in) By sale through selling agents from the last week of September, 
1944, and free distribution through agents set up by the Subdivisional, Officer 
and District Health Officer from the last week of November, 1944. 

(/?) First week ofi September, 1944. 

(?) 9 lbs. of quinine sulphate powder, 14 lbs. quinine sulphate tablet, 
3J lbs. of cinchona febrifuge powder and 1 lb. of cinchona febrifuge tablet 
and 47,000 mepacrine tablets were supplied free through Sadar Reserve 
Depot on 21st September, 1944. They were also getting supplies previ- 
ously from the sources mentioned against (g) (?) above. 

(j) On 11th July, 1014, some quantities were placed in Sadar Reserve 
Depot for free distribution of which 4 lb. ot quinine sulphate powder, J lb. 
of quinine sulphate tablet, 1 lb. ot cinchona tebrituge powdei, \ lb. of 
cinchona febrifuge tablet and 00,000 mepacrine tablets weie allotted to the 
class 1 1 1(/>) diH|X*nsuries. Actual dates of receipt by the different dispen- 
saries are not known. They weie also getting supplies previously from the 
sources mentioned against {<;) </?) above. 

(!') 50,000 mepacrine tablets through free distributing agent it's set tip 
by the Subdivisional Officer, Goaiundo, and some portions of the* total quanti- 
ties of 150,000 supplied to him through District Health Officer, in Novem- 
ber, 1944. Besides, a non-official relief organisation at Kajlmri has been 
siqiplied with 5,000 mepacrine tablets on 7th November, 1944. 

The District Relief Oo-ordinuting Officer, Faridpur, has also been sup- 
plied with 80,000 mepacrine tablets on 7th December, 1941, and 11th 
December, 1944, for fiee distribution through non-official relief organisation 
in the district. 

(l) 20 lbs. quinine sulphate powder, 20 lbs. quinine stilphate tablet, 04 
boxes quinine ampoules and about 1 lac of mepacrine tablets have been 
allowed to be purchased by the selling agents from the latter part of Sep- 
tember, 1944. 

(m) Yes. 

(«) The District Board purchased 33 lbs. of quinine sulphate powder, 
16J, lbs. of quinine sulphate tablets, 99 boxes quinine ampoules and 33,000 
mepacrine tablets on 2oth October, 1944. 

The District Health Officer was supplied free with 150,000 mepacrine 
tablets on 8th November, 1944, and 2nd December, 1944. 

(o) Does not arise. 
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Statement referred to in reply to dame (a) of question No. 123. 

Quinine 
sulphate 
(powder) 


• 1st allotment — 
Sale 
Free 

?nd allotment — 
Sale 
Free 

3rd allotment — 
Sale 
Free 


Lbs. 


650 

300 


Quinine 


Cinchona 

sulphate 

(tablet). 

Quinine 

febri- 

ampoules. 

fuge 

(powder). 

Lbs. 

Boxes. 

Lbs. 

340 

2,200 


110 


400 


febri- Mepacrin* 
fuge tablets. 


Lbs. 

*120 


300.000 

260.000 


Brahmachari free gift 

4th allotment — 

Sale 

Free 


200 

200 


100 


1,000,000 

1 , 000,000 


2 , 600,000 

600/100 

36.000 


300 


Staff went referred to in reply to clause (e) of question No. 123. 

The following quantities were supplied for the Goaluudo subdivision 

Quinine Quinine Cinchona Omniums 

sulphate sulphate Quinine febrifuge febrifuge Mepaonne 

(powder), (tablet), ampoules, (powder), (tablets). tablets. 

Boxes. Lbs. Lbs. 


Lbs. 

300 

12 


Lbs. 


100 


12 


40 


Lbs. 

On 1st March, 1944. 

♦0,000 On 17th October, 1944. 

60,000 On 18th November, 
1944. 

addition, the -M-U yoga*. 'mo" 

S™ro P SZ" H'Zt’lL* 'JaT-r -a m— •»- -f the -.mm*. 

have been supplied direct. 

Alleged failure m discharge of duties by two members of Dacca District 

Board. 

•124. Mauls! MD. ABDUS SHAHEED: (a) Will the llon’ble Minister 
in cKe ofthe Public Health ami l,«cal Kelf-Govern me.it J* 

pleased to state whether two members of the Dacia Ihstnet 
Mr. Majihur Hahman and Mr. Sharasul Hudu have joined the Government 

(6) If the answer to (ft) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state — , , * 

(i) bow many meetings of the Board were held since *y 10jn 
service ; i i i 

(it) how manv of these meetings, each of them attem (h , “ u< • 

(tii) whether the Hon’ble Minister is considering : the | 
asking them to resign the membership of the i 

Khan Bahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’bje 
B ahadu r Mauls i Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Government have no inform 

tion. 
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Ptrsotts arretted under Defence of India Rules and released between certain 

periods. 

•126. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing for the period from August, 1942, to April, 1943, and from 
May, 1943, to August, 1943 — * 

( i ) the number of arrests made 'Under the Defence of India Acts and 
T Hules; and 

(u) the number of them that have been released during the period? 

(/;) In the Hon’ble Minister aware that the persons detained under rule 26 
of the Defence of India Hules have been held by the highest judicature in 
India to he illegal and ultra vires? 

(e) If so, will the Hon 'hie Minister he pleased to state under what legal 
authority the prisoners are being detained? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon'ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) A statement is placed on the Library Table. 

(b) and (r) The honourable member perhaps means to suggest that the 
detention of persons under Defence of India Rule 26 has been held by 
the- Federal Court to he illegal and ultra riras That is not correct. The 
Federal Court in their judgment held that section 3 of Ordinance XIII of 
1943 was sullicient to validate N al I orders passed by competent authority 
under Defence of India Kule 26. Moreover, under the terms of Ordinance 
III of 194*1, since enacted, all previous orders under Defence of India Kule 
26, have been validated and are now deemed to have been passed under that 
Ordinance. All security prisoners are now detained under orders made or 
continued in force under that Ordinance. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
look into the statement placed on the Library table and say bow, in view of 
fthe fact that the number of persons arrested were 1,948 and (he number of 
persons released 170 between August, 1912, and April, 1943, and also in 
view of the fact that the number of persons arrested were 235 and the 
number of persons released 157 between May, 1943, and August, 1943, he 
claims that the Government are pursuing a liberal policy in the matter of 
arrests and releases of political prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The figures relate to a period, i.e. t 
from August, 1942, to April, 1943, when the previous Ministry was in 

office. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: The period between August, 1942, 
and April, 1943, was the period when the lnovemeut was in full swing and 
the then Ministry released 470 prisoners. Hut when there was practically 
no movement, the present Ministry arrested 255 persons and released 157 
persons. Will the Hou’ble Minister now please say how he can claim that 
the Government follow a liberal policy in the matter of arrests and releases 
of political prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the honourable member will 
refer to the statement furnished in reply (a)(?), he will find that the number 
of arrests during the period when the present Ministry was in office was 
only 255 whereas the number-of persons arrested during the regime of the 
last Ministry was almost 2,000. These figures speak for themselves, 

NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: The present Ministry between May, 
Ti ii* and August, 1943, arrested 255 persons and released only 157 persons. 
How then do they claim that they are following a liberal policy P 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED Atl: I will explain it. The number of 
releases granted as compared with the total number of persons arrested 
( 4?0 : 1948) came to about 25 per cent, during the time of the last Ministry 
whereas the number of releases granted as compared with the total number 
of persons arrested during the time of the present Ministry (157 : 255) 
came to about 60 per cent. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Ilon’ble Minister please 
reply with reference to the period in Question? The first period refers to 
a period when the movement was in full swing and the second period refers 
to a period when the movement has subsided . 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Y ou have put the same question thrice 
already and it is no use pursuing it any further. , 


Health of Sj. Pannalal Mitra, a security prisoner. 


•126. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: <„) Will (he lion’ bio Minister in 

charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 
(1) 1 hat Sj. Puniialul Mitia, a security prisoner in Presidency Jail has 
been su tiering from — 

(0 frequent stoppage of urine, 

(/0 chronic dyspepsia, 

itii) acute constipation — bowels scarcely moving without purga- 
tive or douch, 


(ir) pain in the “pine, 

(r) insomnia, 

(n) retract ion j)\ the car, 

[i'ii) loss oi appetite, 

(rm) giddiness of hi a in , 

\i.r) loss ot weight from 98 11)8. to 88 lbs. 
(a*) tonsillitis and pharyngitis, 

(./*/) enlarge prostrate gland, and 
(.ni) slow fever; 


( 0 | that he has been King m Presidency Jail Hospital for the last 4 
months without any improvement; and 
(3) that the Medical Officer of Presidency Jail recommended— 

(i) on 26th October, 1943, that he should be examined by a 
Surgeon Specialist. 

(it) on 6th December. 1643, that he was suffering from 
visceropsusis, and 

(hi) on 26th December, 1943, that he was not making any improve- 
ment with any treatment in jail? 

(0) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon hie Minister 
considering the desirability of — 

(i) arranging his immediate and proper treatment in the Medical College; 
and 

(it) releasing him on parole so that he can make his own arrangement* 
for his immediate treatment? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Home (Jails) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(t) that security prisoners Sjs. (t) Adwaita Dutta, («) Nitai 
Brojen I)as, (tv) Kanina Mitra, (y) Bhupen Raksmt, ( 

Ganguly, (vii) Arun Koy, (viit) Amulla Gosh, (t. 


Jana, (Hi) 
ri) Parana! 
) Nanilal 
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Chakravarty, (x) Sushen Mukherjee, {xi) Sibnath Banerjee, 
(xii) Bhabatosh Dutt, and many others have been recommended 
by the Medical Officer for treatment in Medical College and School 
of Tropical Medicine, either outdoor or indoor, but they are not 
getting treatment even after waiting for months ; 

(it) that formerly outdoor treatment used to be done in the Medical 
College and School a i Tropical Medicine on the recommendation# 
of the Medical Officer alone and that the practice has been stopped 
by the order of the Inspector-General of Prisons about more than 
6 months back ; 

(in) that since then the treatment of security prisoners in Medical College 
and School of Tropical Medicine has poetically stopped; 

(iv) that Sj. Jotish Chandra Guha, a security prisoner, was sent on 21st 
December, 1943, by the Medical Officer of Presidency Jail to 
Medical College as an emergent case; 

(t>) that he was neither admitted nor examined by anv one and sent 
back to Presidency Jail; and 

(vi) that Sj. Bhupendra Kishore Rakshit and many others in the list 
were sent specifically from different jails in mufassil to Presi- 
dency Jail for treatment in Medical College and still they cannot 
get their treatment? 

(i d ) Will the Honble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a complete 
list of security and State prisoners who have been recommended for treat- 
ment in Medical College and School of Tropical Medicine by the Medical 
Officer in Presidency Jail in the last, 6 months (July, 1943, to December, 
1943), and the dateB of such recommendations and what effect those recom- 
mendations had? 

a Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of reverting to 
d system of sending security and State prisoners to Medical College and 
School of Tropical Medicine directly on the recommendations of the Medical 
Officer P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (1) (t) to (vii) My information is that he has all these 
complaints to a small extent. 

(viii), (si), (xii) and (6) (it) No. 

(ix) Yes; but his weight is stationary for the last one year. 

(x) Only pharyngitis. 

(2) Yes, he was. 

(3) (t) Yes. This recommendation has already been carried into effect, 
(it) I have no information. 

(lit) Yes. The prisoner is, however, maintaining the same weight f or the 
last one year. 

(b) (i) He has already been examined by the experts of the Medical 
College and also by visiting specialists and is being treated according to their 
prescriptions. 

(c) ( i ) All the prisoners have since been examined by the specialists of 
the Medical College Hospitals and have Wen given treatment accordingly 
to their directions. 

(it) and (iii) Government have since made an arrangement whereby com- 
plicated cases of security amputate prisoners can be examined within the 
jail# by visiting specialists from the Medical College Hospitals. Thi# 
arrangement has been made to obviate tbe necessity of sending prisoners to 
outside hospitals frequently. Even under the present arrangement urgent 
cases requiring hospital treatment are sent to the Medical College in antici- 
pation oi Government sanction. 
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(tr) and (r) The prisoner was examined by the Physician Specialist in the 
Medical College Hospitals who did not consider his admission thereto necea- 
•ary as an emergent case. 

(vi) The prisoner has already been sent to the E.N.T. Department of the 
Medical College Hospitals many times. He has been recommended indoor 
treatment and his case for admission is under consideration. 

( d ) A statement is placed on the Library Table. 

( e ) I refer the honourable member to my reply to ( c ^ (tO and (tit) of the 
question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given just 
now that the prisoner is suffering from frequent stoppage of urine, chronic 
dyspepsia, acute constipation, towels scarcely moving without purgative 
or douch, pains in the spine, insomnia, retraction of the ear, loss <)f 
appetite, etc., will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to reconsider and revise 
the decision already reached and release the prisoner immediately r 

KlUlft Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He has received the best medical 
attention available and his present condition is satisfactory. He is now 
improving in health. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: In view of the fact that the security 
prisoner has been recommended for indoor treatment, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many days it will take for the Government 
to consider the matter ami to arrange for his admission into the hospital? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government have issued order for 
the admission of this prisoner into the Medical College Hospital. As soon 
as a cabin is available he will be sent to the hospital. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From the answer just now given, via., 
that the condition of Sj. Pannalal Mitra is now satisfactory, do I under- 
stand the Hon’ble Minister to say that the ailments which the Government 
admit he has, have now left him and that he is free from them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. 1 don’t say that all the 
•ymptoms have disappeared. Some of them appear sometimes but his 
general condition is now better. That is what I say. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: IlaH lie gained in weight? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: His weight is stationary. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Quest ions over. 

Delay in delivery of letters addressed to members. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I invite your attention once 
more to the non-helpful attitude of your office in regun! to letters posted 
and received by this office? I found laid on the table a letter addressed to 
me by a security prisoner from Dacca. It was lying on the table outside 
although postal tickets are affixed and stamped on it, I submit, let the 
office be directed to send all letters — 

Mr; DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I hope you will see Mr. 
Speaker on this matter in his chamber or you can see me in my chamber. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, we did refer to him earlier on 
another occasion but this is still happening. I have three letters with me 
which have got postal stamps on them and which, if they were redirected, 
would have reached our hand* in tims. 
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Non-official Members’ Resolutions. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAYA : ?t?4to pcTO? ! ®(TO ?f sr ? tMF 

nq if o w tjro wtft ’tftrowet ro'? arft i wtft ?jto* 4* to crortgftr faroi to Fft c? 
fsnrtro vftm 4* c? MsM'cpft 4*r« wfta? c*tc? ctocf* 4 TO froro? to ? chi? *m cro fa 
ro Tstcr? Ft? ?t ? 4?? ^ cro/fa tjfai erttes *ttro c? ?c?t c? 4cr? ?4t ?cn i 
ik? 4m chi? arfif to?, TOi wt? Ftro, it?i cro wwptcts chi? 4* ^ftcr? ft?i ftFtc? 
TOt TOt? WTO f?C?? *f? ft? «tfk? ?f?CF? ? 4TO? CTOtFftt &5? Fft, itSTO PPTO 

?ft i wtro 4cr? pfv Fft =n, 4m ^ ro to wtf%, <s\ arft ro?i tTTO 

wfa TOT? WtPtCT? Ftffr 4<ttC? ?tTO ?] TOC*f Wtft ?*? c? it?i C? tfTO PHHF? ?1 ’St? tom 
^ 5 m fa$ ror? ?i 4Ct? ftsrs i r? ?$? wmt3 ?f% Fft, ftps TOft ?i, ctoti wmi c?toft 
*ft, TO ?i p? ?«f? <flw? $fw Fft ?i i ?tm ft?i ftFtc? wtjHap c?cro? top? ?ft an 
Ft? TOc*t wtf? sruprft w to?i 4 ? ?ftt ar?? c? TOto 4 cr? ^*f*rT wtrofs f?c? ftFt? to 
p$* c? fa wm ftro wfkartM wteF i cn TO wts?t? ?f'c? ?ro 4 ?i crci? ?t^i cro, 
4?1 CHI? C!ft CTO I TO ??? ?HTO V* PtWt? ?ft? RTOoftre MftMS fjfl Ptaff WH f C P? 
c TOcm? w TO starter? TO ptp cro c? - **m rot? i TOan to 3 mfa 4*ftc? p’s* 4tft 
cr tow am ?ra i ^t^re vfa c?tw^tH?? vr 7 w ; wto c?^ ?fs 
¥?t? sffrrt? ert? ?f% c?rr? erS ^*n ?? ?i, ^ erfr 

r<3?l Fft I a^fF, cat??. fTO-Cf ?R ’St?! CFft CM’S ? ?1 ?f? fl«? a^R! *r!?»t? CTOT 

Wfts ?! ??, ’SHR C? CTtWt ??tvcar?t? Ttw To C? 5? ?! | fV? ^JtT Olf 

c? crlOTftt, ?ff? ?fttaRtc?? ot?t? ?f% c? f?rcr? chi? f?TO ^tF?? orra tftfrrt&i to. ?t?i 

CTOtft’Sl C?fH? WrI#? To ’St?] It^w TO I ^TTO ?t?l f??! f?FH? ?4t ’St?] ?t?l ? 
’TOtcr? ^c?fott’f #n ?P! ?t^c’s?--si^r? toif® vmt'frt^Tt?, fr^sfarr^t ?ftf%, NcMsr?t? 
TOe«t— ’‘ftTO' aj-jmit? ?C^?t?, ^fttCRJ T5 ar^anm, ^^9rF3y Mt»4t, ?WW ![C1 i? C? 1 ®! 
jtWFW ??( ^tes can?if?sF e t K? ?t%’5 ?4t me? ?t?i to^ ~(A voice: »ppr) ?tCf? 
?t? fro ij‘?i ?s ?e ?•?! ?c«r, 4?? fv c?f??<i «mt? ?c?%5R c? ws: ?t;®n c«hi tj^s* 
-t?^Far ?to fafwt? pc?, c? f?ro vs ju ?? cw?! cm? i 4?rc? ?f?st? at?t? ?$? 

«U ’TWCS f^f TOt? RtCF r?f ?] I J3?t??Fr? ^t«H?R 4* ^C*J? STO C»<ffs 4*?5i 5,0^^ V? ?4t 

fc?n[ i <fl‘n ??? ?ft? M*ftcs ?c?? % ?^?? ^ ’s?? >.o *!c e - ? %, to ims «r i 
?f? “sppft an PCR ?H^ ?t?C5 ?f?T 5? ’StPR it?! TOf*f7 ??tCW Jjajrf?? ?f?Mf?’5 PC?? I 

^rtscr CH*f chi to? mrnrtfti ftFt? pcf^ i 4*fm 4*mi s pc? i 

tom fiftro tops?? ?ni ^|fWt *ft? p?t? Smir pc?%t, 4 ?i w ®t??t? cro? 
Mtfroftc 1 ?? t fjfftwfre ?t??i fr»n ?f?, fa% ?t?c? c? Mtaytrot? an ?irtcra ?tc^? Sm? 
To ?CTO 4?t !pST? 3 ?MlotC? TOtcr? ?M ?t<R apn^ c^ ?f j|'t'«f?tcw? Quisling f? it?t 
?? 4t?i ?t?tcrs cro? (7ft cMtro? ftFtc? ?ft? cstc? c?rTO? ? c? ^ anrro Ft?tcpp? ? 
FtftF? TO 'PCMft? nro fa ?t?tCf? TOt? F^CF ?1 T ? r ’Sf? Mt?t?t5] 4* CT? -UMtC? ?tC? ? 
iT5H'?t ?? f%J carte? ?tCF? ; 4 TO? TOt? majority, minority? ??n c*] ?t? majority MtTOTS 
arfir? TO? ?i i to ?fi?--c? ?firft p^?f ?i cro, eft? vs errot? i 4^ c?i iftaroi TO?i 

?tR] cro croft, cart? wm ptc^ ?ft i m tf?tM cro? Rtcar? TOpi 5jt? c?c? c??t? to 

cro topic? ro? f%?tft carte?, ?K?t cro ’stftc? cr«?i p’st, 4?* ?nst? ^c? ? c? toi 
iffaRTO Vto 4?c ?teTO Fii PtTO If Tar TOR^ftc PS Mf??T5 P? i «pTtfe> Ftftftar CTO 
cTO, cfi? ?ft i Ptan f?r| Sro fro tots, ?t?i cjt c?r?, alter? cro? cro ro fas 

TO TO TStCf? artftMte? Mfkl MTfC? TOC’S PC? I Sta?t? TOtlW PCTOMtPTtTO ??? C?fTO 
TO SI ro fafa arfro tftc? TOtlftt I rft? 0 U!> PtTO CMtP 3 ’JPTO? TTO Mftc?^? CTOf 
TOf i ftsft Nfw %vpf arocf? ro? Srotc?? to ; iwt fax cpcts cn? ?t ; fro ft tow? 
TOtm rorn? 4 cm? cro n Ft? to fte s tF iM to* toto? rote?? 411% to errors 
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wtt wrcfas to i Wtft far? ®mt? ym ?cw m tt ?rW 4 ^nt^rm to 

CTO?1 I 4$frtt ?fa 4$ TOtl?? fim C? arm? CTO ?1 Sttr? TO Wl Wto 4TO TO l 

«at *t?t$fa cm? c?i££ wtc$, a? wt4H. ’first’T. tjwfa? ’rrotc^t a?s wtftroWR? 
to fam? c?fo ’iiroi wm ^ cro ?fas cvrciT cm? c*ji ir*\ irm fan fame? Wt 
TOfmfOT<tfk?<ifk??m$m i cto? w m ?’to c? f^RrtTOn tot* ?! i 4T? faiNwtr 
5fffc5?Mrmft? farP’Rn ? C*ttm 4tff?T$ C?tC? ♦Jt’T 4??T? C? 05^1 TO? C?t CFltl 

f^RrtTOn, ?i a* m (Rfaft? farwwi, ?i ?f$T4Tc?? c*cf? aim? ft?t*T5i toc? m ? a?tt? ^4$ 
*&nt? 4?i «rs >o ?<tt? c«RTOt? fro i ?fa? wm? fan to fro TO 

?tfk"? Rtm i cto * «n 3m fn?i*pn ?*it 4?i toc^ t ?faro «r« Me* crorot? 
esm, ft? yj *<?& tortc?? *ie? c?fa*i c?c?m enfan $m ^r?r? fr?t*T5! ?3t w*\ ?> i C4f? 
wto r c«i to 4t<24? Quislings at ?? 4?m isrm fa cto fan fast? re? m ? TO 
Fascism ^ rrm. TO jmm 1 ^ nfc to m aTOi c* ?m TOr* erfan am tfrttro 
3^4*05 TO ni v 44*1 ’A 414 SCW cm cm I TS?P fTOTO ^ft?'? fat4 *6tfal? 4 fw? 
nw? ?w Sfo i ?rn4$t? aro fa 3m? ?jm 4t?na mm? ent rfnro «r« c? 4fa$fafc 
•?TO*ftt, TO ^t?l ntfa 4? nTO 4*?* TO, $tOT? ?*CVj 44'? TO I <7T C^Bt^Tt t"ttC? ^C4 
iO ?<W? TO ^l3m fTO ?tC? 4?n TO (71 ?fa fa?mi ?*ft. CTO?? ?lfrc? CTO *ttCTO 5fl I 
^tro ^t?i nrt, ctotts «ti , ii ^rvn f4 (71 wrcii m $tc* ^tt^r m i fros *vt l^f 

TOt^ttoil TOiTTO CTO TOTO 5r.il 4tfTO 5 TO f4 ^Tolf^ (71 CVCM f JC& (7^1 

vfTO. TO7* MTC4 TOt iSFTO 4*4Ci TOlTR I «JTf5 Cn?tR7 niffl ntf«Plf«irTO 4fR4 f«R OT- 
TOR ^tfRWii C^CE SIR 4^ra *» r R I HTTO TO? ?T?1 (j C^‘7t? 4?1 ^TO ntTC^R I 

< 7 T$ 5 RRt^ TO? \% Rj! 'inr* 5 ^?tCo? r*fC 4 C 4 'R ? 4 C? ^?*1 ?m ¥C? 1 % 3 T I TOTO 

tftc^t ^r?i^ cto y^T-mr? i ^r-T^m ^ vz TOw-frew vto to Rsro 40Tf 

fro? ^iTT r»TO ?TO BR7--JR3 Vfy^t? ^?t??TO, i>U «fTO*R-fTOTO RjTOl 4?1 ?> 

I f ^ ^.TO fiRt'^1 ?^t 4?1 y> v CW^^TO \5 (71 f^! ( (7T 4f? fa?H$1 4??75 f4C?fi?^ t 
4$ T5 JfrtTO I ^5R TO TO fTO TOl c^tC^R I ^ftc*? «RT(j ^!C4 ?l^t CTO C*f'3?l ^ ni | 
TO ^ tC?HCn? 44^1 ^5 ? ii C*r(j?l z’r\ ^| ; OttTO, iftTO C7T ^CnT «T*f ^113 TOO? I ^tW C4R 
^5TO 4% 'STOfvfli IT? 41? -at m C*C-T? C*jt ^tTO? 4t?tfl *tfoc? <TO TOCTR t 

^t?i c*»cl? »^fs? 4t?M. ?t?i c*rci? **{ -itc-7? TO «t 4t«rc4 car??™ im c4-i TOR?? ?i ? C 4 ? 
cm? (Tfk ttTO'Im ^r?i cm? ^T^t-Tir? ^.-cr ??f ^ to*t 4c?c^? evir? ?t4c?n r ^c?arc?R? 
c?to? 4?i ?f? i fTO ?^k 4:c^c?? ?of*rt% i cv?«it?t? ?r4f4rr<? c?c^ fofa ifw- 

TOR 4?‘ K?4t? ysi 4tR 5t^i TO 4?T5? m 1 Rf? individual civil disobedience C4tc? 

c?m frofroR i to?i -a4?m f^r? i cto «t?*f f%g- cto 4*1 to ?to 1 
c?t ^c?ac5i5? c?t? c?f?n c?%? 4t>ic?n entf?? ii C4 fa?wi ?^t c?tc? ?Ri 1 fa TOm r 
to fa?mi? ?n5T? fTO r -a tfc*j? tor nft ^cm 1 4<rm 4 m — a cm ?i faf 

to' ■‘tt'S?! ?r? 5ii *tri»t?nn cto? ms 1 to tfarr r m, fal&i ??4rc?? frfaro 1 f?^ 4 itm 1 
4 tor^tTOi cm? cto*? toi, cm? c^rrm mm fa m r at ipr^TO^ fa cm? mf m 
ms m f to cTOf? to to? to tiro, to ?n?, to c?mm Rsi fam fastc? cwrotro 
TO?? *t? TO, ?sm? <r? ?vr? 4f^tc^ ?m ?xw? 1 44&1 tots ^remr toi a TO? TOTOm 
*f? m i C4? ? crot? cto to? c?m, fro Ootefr? cto. ^rs’si ?i f?TO ^fa a far? 5*rc? 
m\ 4tfa tof crortfl cimlt tf^r — fwaron to $fa cto mrrrrs at *Tfe 

to'? tot? t ‘‘vH 4! sirnr’ ?rt 44? m cto, 3m famt m*tf m tfcsm? ^fa to m 

—415 to:to^ 3m fmrro 4 fajt? 4?re t5^ 4c? m 1 «c? <4? mmtfTOi 4?cro ? 444? 

ifa, 44?R CTO, c? ?fa n\ CT, 4Tfa 5TC4 TOT? 4*?? ; <7T TOffT ?? I fal ?m CTO TO 
cm? 4TOIH4? 4t4 TOR, Iff »f4tr? ?T?1 cm? C!ji CTO 3fC?l ?^t C4TT? ItCTO 4?CTO 

tot tob 4tfa? tor 4?* farro? ?rfro? ?^rt 4cro, 3mt R*^n i s*?i ?cro — rttoto 

to fawfa I ?9 TOTS! WWW? to c??tl I TO CTO TOS ?wrf*ff Wr7WTt <p TTWTTW fan ftstc? 
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vft? wfrtre* wt > rr #r **** to tar* wtft* ¥ctri fcfae *tfa »nft 

toto ¥?r^ i c** 4$ * ’TOif^ vrrotfvm -jfa c*fr*R *1 ? fa *titi r 
etrwfc to c&*n to ta to ?i i “croft *1 '©to'* 4 * wri to cm 

cfrf fata ^ i *Jfta *&* 4 TOn Mt ; fai ^ t yi wwif scstfa* *j^r r$* i 
4 «jf 4*$ m 4 sfai I 4? JCVhTO m fa| CVS? CTO* C*$ I Wd ^ f jJ l TOfr *»ta3t 
fa*ft* i c*to *hft i BnTO tom* 4 <*ic* w rttw *ffTO ware? i to ert *t jftrotem ihto 
TO.ftn “croft m TOr*”--^ tftwi is froi toc* *% TOt* ^591— <jSdl? 
4 $ Htojpvi* to Mi ww to* fvnv faj — 

“roft* iyt* 4 irc*r 

.*tv* fcvt FtR *Ef e ’tf'Fnr, 

TOtir faro *tr»n 
fcfrta ta 
TOtrn to* tfcn 
ta ctfni” 

fiFjfc 4TO c*c* c*pft4 1 4TO fisrtfaro mv yp wsi w* facwm 4TO 
fir* to vp *1 i 4 TO cTO f*irttfi to j’ra to *1 1 to TO rem*i d $fo$ wnp 
ct etm ffv wct 1 to® cmt to vc* v?i <H^s, toi $rm even* c!|i toto? fata Fta 1 

$m vfa cvrt* TOrortwt TO **, vn $t*\ 4 *fc to c?to 1 to to « ^To- 

wn rtfatft *n* roe* r *»pr ct 4 * **ftra jfa err TO* croft to *1 1 

“ram ^:<ftfaF twfo”— 4vf?* *jtftwcro m ?r?r% ^nw rrtfaarrrr Trm- 

▼K 1 4 tw wti wTirrm xm ’Ttg-tarnfm 1 to d ¥K m =n ^51 cr to tot i cr*rc 

on ntfaro^ *ta % (Tf^faro Quislingonj to %t? 5^1 <j^c>nr ta 

4t?rm crow Quisling's 5 Tn 1 — ^ 1 

, W I*. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I have allowed Mr. Naremlra Narayan 
thakrabarty to move an amendment to Dr. Sanval’s resolution at sliort 
notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order. In the first 
place may we know when you allowed him and whether you allowed him 
subject to any objection that may be raised on behalf of the Opposition ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, I think I have got power to 
allow an amendment at short notice. I got the notice in iny chamber and 
I think the amendment is all right. Therefore I allowed that amendment 
to be moved. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL : You have not yet allowed us to 
know what is the purport of the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: The mover will read it out. Mr. Narendra 
Chakrabarty. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL" Before Narepdra Babu puta in 
his amended motion we want to know from you the nature of the amend- 
ment so that we can raise the question of admissibility and other objections. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS I have already said that I have examined 
it and have found it all right and I have allowed it. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: What i< it? Let us know that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The amendment is as follows : — 

(1) Substitute for the words “set at liberty, without further delay” in 
the second line the words “consider the desirability of adopting 
a more liberal policy regarding the release of”, and 
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(2) add after the word "disturbances" in line 4 the following “in view 
of the improved war situation, and desires to record its appre- 
ciation of the progressive policy so far pursued by the present 
Ministry in regard to the release of political prisoners and 
detenus”. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: May I make m\ submissions, 
Sir, with regard to the question ot order, wisdom anti propriety of allowing 
this sort of a short-notice amendment at this very late stage?* 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: 1 will not enter into the techni- 
cal questions as to what power \ou have or have not because that will merely 
be an academic question. But 1 will straight invite you to the (juestion of 
impropriety, the question of unwisdom and the question of infringing the 
liberty of the members of the House. 

Tn the first place. Sir, if you go into the motion you will find that it is 
not an amendment at all, although it pretends to be one. Under the garb 
of being an amendment it prueticully seeks to introduce a motion which 
goes counter to the original motion of Dr. Sanya] and which defeats the 
very purpose for which the motion of l)r. Sanyal was brought. For 
example, Dr. Sanyal \s motion was to focus the attention of this House upon 
the inaction, upon the inattention, upon the ineffective polic\ of (Govern- 
ment with regard to political prisoners, that is to say, it was a direct censure 
upon the Government and its policy, but my good friend Mr. Nurendra 
Narayan ( -hakralmrty's amendment is only a reversal of what Dr. Sanyal 
seeks to do, namely, it wants to praise the Ministry, it wants to give a vote 
of confidence on the \ery question on which Dr. Sanyal wants to give a vote 
of no-confidence. 


Look at it from another point of view. Dr. SanyaUs motion was intend- 
ed for securing the immediate release of prisoners, whereas Mr. Nurendra 
Narayun Chukruharty wants to give a vote against that through this amend- 
ment. Let us go straight to the vote. Let us be defeated; that is a 
different matter, but let us not be humbugged by a resolution which is not 
an amendment, which is a reversal of the resolution which was sponsored by 
l)r. Sanyal. 

1 hen, Sir, there is another matter. The question as to whether this 
resolution is one of confidence or not is a matter which is the property of 
the House. It is not for the Speaker, even if he has the power, to deal with 
a motion which seeks to change the entire character of the main motion. 
If we have brought a motion which means a no-eonfidenee against the 
Ministry and if my good friend Mr. Narendra Narayun Cliakiubnily wants 
to have a motion affirming confidence, he can bring in a special molion, he 
can bring in a special resolution for serving that purpose, but we do not 
like to be humbugged in this manner. 


Coining to another question, wm know, Sir. that Dr. Sanval moved this 
motion cm the previous day. It was before the House for cine whole day; 
a full dress debate was concentrated upon the matter; and today we arc 
practically on the eve of going to the vote. If you now allow Mr. Nurendra 
rSarayan ( hakrabarty to move this matter even by way of an amendment, 
it brings new factors which have got to be discussed and debated upon, that 
is to say, the matter cannot he finished today. There you yourself. Sir,- 
“iV nl £ 'teUppmUon-hut you too will play into the trickery handling 
of the Coalition Party They want to delay the matter. We want to get 
the matter disposed of here and now. Therefore, Sir, it is entirely against 
the. known principles of legislative debate to allow a matter to change its 
entire colour at a late stage and introduce new* matter which will give a 
thoroughly different and foreign complexion to the whole thing. There- 
fore in point of fairness, in point of justice, in point of the urgency of the 
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matter we want to go to the vote straightway today and I hope that 
will not allow this amendment which is not only at the lltli hour but at 
the 69th second of the 59th minute of the 11th hour. (Applause.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
May I invite your attention to rules 90, 85 and 91 of the Procedure Rules? 
Rule 90 says :* “When a resolution is under discussion any member may, 
subject to the rules relating to resolutions, move an amendment” to such a 
resolution. That is, an amendment may be moved only subject to the rules 
relating to resolutions. 

Now, Sir, let us turn to the rule about resolutions. That rule, Sir, 
you will find, is rule 85. There it is stated : “A member who wishes to 
move a resolution shall give twenty-one days’ notice of his intention, and 
shall, together with the notice, submit a copy of the resolution which he 
wishes to move”. Then there is a proviso: “Provided that the Speaker, 
with the consent of the Minister in charge of the Department to which the 
resolution relates, may allow a resolution to be entered on the list of business 
at shorter notice than twenty-one days”. That is, Sir, so far as resolutions 
go, you can allow a resolution to be entered on the List of Business and 
moved at u shorter notice after consulting the Ministei in charge. Rule 91 
is of course governed by rule 85. Now, Sir, so tar as jule 90 is concerned, 
a member may, subject to the rules relating to resolutions, move an amend- 
ment to Mich resolution. It may be moved at shorter notice if \ou permit 
it. There is no doubt about that. We have got to *ee, however, whether 
any notice has been given at all or not. Sir, .the resolution was taken up 
on a previous date a week ago. After some discussion fuither discussion 
on the resolution — was adjourned. No amendment was then notified and 
now an amendment is going to be moved. It is an amendment which is 
going to be moved without notice and not at short notice. It would have 
been a short-notice amendment if notice had been given before the resolu- 
tion was actually moved and the honourable membei had notice of it then. 
Only in that case you could have said: “Here is an amendment ui short 
notice and I am entitled to admit the amendment under rule 85 read with 
rule 90.” But here is a amendment which is being moved without any 
notice whatsoever. It did not come at all before the introduction or dis- 
cussion of the resolution. It was only after the resolution has been debated 
for a day and more that this amendment is coming — an amendment of which 
the terms are unknown to us even now. It is an amendment which is 
without notice — not an amendment in respect of which you can exercise 
your discretion; and, Sir, it has not been circulated. The House has got 
no notice of it. Only you, Sir, may have got some notice, hut the House 
has got no notice at all. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not a fact that notice has not been 
given. Notice was given • 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: To whom and when? We are 
entitled to know that. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Notice was given before and it was addressed 
to the Secretary, Bengal Legislative Assembly Department. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Today? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Yes. As regards Mr. Sanya!'* grievances, 
he has pointed out many things, but he has not pointed out whether it 
infringes the rules or not. So far as allowing this amendment at shorter 
notice is concerned, I think it i*.in order. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: When did you get notice, Sir? 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER. Just when I entered this House I got 
notice. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: After you took the chair P 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That is no notice. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: But I have allowed it. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, wtfa rules 90 and 91 
stt c* "■ffaktf* wfaro a short notice amendment 

allow *fWR, fal RTTO* sT&?nr convention sfwr *to cvfa c* sfa » ffCW to* 
CTO f*R 4 convention s?fa c*r resolutions already discussion to* to itffR cl* 
TOt* TOTO c»r<TO amendment TOt*. c*f amendment cTO ctff 

WTTO *1 I fro w^TO *8 n*fcnr c^itlti *TTO— short notice amendment TOtfS 

TO i fa* ^rroi 31 i to TO *rfa TOfa R*TO special privilege c** C* 

T5X TO, fa* (TTft CTO cn fac&^T 31 3TO5 TO K fa I 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: We want to know when the notice 

of amendment was received by the Secretary. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Today. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 cannot >ay definitely whether there are 
precedents in this House or not, but so far as 1 remembev there are pre- 
cedent lor allowing amendments to motions or resolutions at u very snort 
notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GHOSE : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, TOtfa c* TO 
orfci tisTf nvc* i fa* resolution *tto Housed TO 4 amendment 4* » TOT 

TO ?*fa. 4TO wtfa cTO TO *!lfa i wMft n r*!TO tm *to wt*fTO Soorotarycw 
refer < TO i i I 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. May 
1 try to refresh your memory Sir Amendment have been admitted before 
at short notice — there is no doubt about that — but without the objection of 
the Opposition. It was only when an amendment had been agreed to by 
the Opposition then only it might have been allowed. If an amendment 
at short notice is accepted the Speaker accepts the amendment only because 
it comes not with objection on the part of anybody but rather with the 
approval of the whole House and it is for that reason the amendment might 
have been accepted even without notice. But, Sir, so far as the present 
amendment is concerned it comes ‘with our objection'. We have objection 
to the amendment proposed. You have, Sir, got the amendment only today 
after discussion ol the original resolution started. That is to say, you got 
the amendment almost without notice anil l submit, Sir, that you fiuve no 
power in the present circumstances when we have objection to accept the 
amendment. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Sir, I do not know when the 
amendment was handed over to the Secretary. Huie 91 (2) lays down that 
“tlie Secretary shall, if time permits, cause every amendment to lie printed 
and send a copy for the information of each member”. Mark the expression 
“the Secretary shall if time permits”. The question is when it was leceived 
and after it has been received it is obligatory on the part of the Secretary 
to cause the amendment to be printed and to send a cony for Jthe information 
of each member. 8o it is obligatory; the word “shall” is there. 

Dr. NALINAKfHA 8ANYAL: The position as I find it is this. So 
far w’e were only examining the admissibility of the amendment 'under tjio 
present rules and I feel that it is without the competence of the Speaker 
or the Deputy Speaker presiding to accept any amendment at any state. 



NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS. 


[2nd March 


47* 

With regard to the difficulty pointed out in this respect I have to submit 
that when on another occasion you were in the Chair the famous amend- 
ment of Mr. Syed Badruddoja which sought to completely negative a 
motion by an honourable member of the Euroi>ean Party then discussed and 
debated in the House for some time was accepted by you and vehemently 
pressed by my friends in the House for acceptance at that time at short 
notice. Therefore when this proposal was first brought to my notice in 
your Chamber I stated this mucl/that it is entirely within your competence 
to accept it, but I acquiesced without prejudice to my position, and I made 
it (dear that so far as my original motion is concerned we will stand by it. 
iWe shall therefore be no party to the acceptance of this amendment and 
we shall remain free to vote against it. Of course, we consider that this 
amendment as now sought to be moved is contrary to the spirit of my own 
original motion. But, Sir, 1 will not try to misguide you by quoting any 
section or rules to show that it is not within your power or competence to 
accept the amendment even at this stage. 

Mr* NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUi Sir, you ask Dr. Kanyul to clarify 
one point, namely, whether this amendment would negative the motion 
moved by Dr. Sanyai. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That will not help the House. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, you asked Dr. Sunval to 
assist you in the matter. Ife has said what he bus got to say. He ha> 
clearly placed before the House that this amendment is a negation of the 
substantive motion, but he has referred to the famous amendment of Mr. 
Syed Badruddoja moved on another occasion when unfortunate incidents 
took plan in the IIounc. Do you Want that the whole matter should he 
repeated today including the tumult, etc., and the rush at the Chair? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER! That is not a point of order. 

Mr. 8A3ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, if you allow Mr. Xaremlra 
Nuruyan Ohakravarty to move his amendment- \\o want to make it clear 
that one wrong even when it was accepted cannot he a precedent to another 
wrong— and make that a precedent to allow the so-called humbug amend- 
ment of Mr. Xaremlra Narayan Chakravarlv we shall have to use all our 
power to throttle it. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, on a point ot order. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I cannot allow any mote point of order. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: IVe will not allow Mr. Narendru 
Narayan Clmkravnrty to move his amendment. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: Dr. Sanyai has made the position 
perfectly clear that the so-called amendment is a direct negation of the 
motion already moved by him. That I think ought to be a settler on the 
question as to whether at this eleventh hour this amendment can be 
admitted bv you or not. But the precedent that Dr. Sanyai has cited is 
in my opinion tv singularly unfortunate one because on the occasion to which 
reference has been made when Mr. Syed lladruddojYs amendment was 
admitted by you, pandemonium was let loose in the House under the leader- 
ship of Sir Nazimuddin, the then Leader of the Opposition, and a rush was 
made at the Chair which was being occupied bv you at that time for your 
alleged dereliction of duty and your partiality ‘and bias as it was charac- 
terised by the Opposition. I wish. Sir, such a precedent had not been 
cited in this House. Tables might have been turned now but you. Sir, 
the occupant of the Chair on that occasion, are the occupant of the Chair 
on this occasion also. I am sifre, that the hint that the Opposition gave 
so tumultuously on that occasion will not be repeated now. So far as we 
are conceYned we are absolutely unwilling to tread their footsteps but we 
must say that we are not going to allow this amendment to be moved here 
if we can help it. 
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Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOJA: Sir, reference has been made to a parti- 
cular amendment which was moved by me on a particular occasion — whether 
it was fortunate or unfortunate is not the question to be dealt with on 
this occasion. Even in that case copies of the amendment w'ere before the 
House. They were circulated previously to honourable members, that 
was objected to by the Leader of the Opposition on the ground that it waa 
of a negative character negativing the substantive motion : not on the 
question of notice. There is a considerable difference between that amend- 
ment and the amendment sought to be moved today. Therefore that ana- 
logy does not hold good on this occasion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am not concerned with what I did with 
regard to Mr. Badruddoja’s motion on a previous occasion. I wanted 
assistance from the leaders of the different parties as ^to whether this 
amendment would really negative the original motion. (Mr. S a. sank a 
Srkhar Sanyal : Undoubtedly it does; there is no doubt about that.) The 
point is that I wanted to clarify the position and I hope the leaders of 
different parties will assist me in arriving at a decision. I have already 
stated that 1 have allowed this motion and I would now ask the Leader of 
the House to assist ine whether this really infringes the rule or not. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as far as the rules 

question is concerned, I do not think that there can be any two opinions 
that tlie Speaker has the right to accept an amendment as a short notice 
amendment. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Without notice? No, not 
without notice. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Short notice amendments 

have been accepted even on the floor of the House. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: It was only by agreement. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, without agreement 

even 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Never. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Can the Ilon’ble Minister cite 
any example? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It will not do to ask for an 

example. I ran say that there have been such cases, during my experience 
of 20 years 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: There are members in the 
House with much larger experience than yourself and they say that there 
has never been such an occasion. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I shall not make any attempt 

to correct the members. On the occasion that has been mentioned by 
I)r. Sanyal, at that time objection was not taken to the allowing of a short 
notice amendment but objection was taken on the ground that that amend- 
ment would raise a very important issue and that therefore proper time 
should be given. I quite a^ree that if the honourable members think that 
this amendment raises an important issue which requires time and con- 
eideration, I am quite willing to agree that the matter may be postponed. 


. ®ASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: We know that is your trick to 
regularise it : you want to shelve the matter. That we will not allow. 


The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 

after giving proper time. 

25 


This thing can be discussed 
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Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You can move a special motion of tlm 
Government if you like. 

The HonWe Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable members 
feel that they are in a serious disadvantage and it is unfair to them, I for 
one am not prepared to say, “No, this thing must be done”. If they feel 
that this is a matter on which they are placed at a very serious disad- 
vantage, I am prepared not to p&ss the amendment. That is the position 
I take, but I do maintain that this must not he treated as a precedent. • 

As regards the riglit of the Chair to accept a short notice amendment at 
any stage, that point should be made absolutely clear. I personally think 
that the Speaker has every right in this matter. As far as the interpreta- 
tion of the rules is concerned, not only this resolution is fully justified but, 
it cannot by any means be treated as a negation of the original resolution. 
I am prepared to place this matter before any parliamentarian of experience 
that this amendment is not only legitimate and proper but there is nothing 
against it also. It is within the discretion of the Chair to accept it. 

R«i HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sorry, we do not agree. 

Mf« DEPUTY SPEAKER! 1 think, it would be better if we decide the 
matter after prayer adjournment. 

Df« NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL! Sir, it is not yet time for adjournment. 
We want to have more speeches and then have the matter voted. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER! The House will be adjourned for pra>cr 
at 6-45 p.m. and only ten minutes is now left. It is beitei that the House 
be adiourned ut this stage till 7 p.m. and 1 desiie in the meantime to 
consult with the leaders of different parties. 

At this stage the House was adjourned till 7 p.m. 

( After ad] ou rrvnwn t . ) 

DEPUTY SPEAKER! I may tell the honourable members that I 
have found out precedents so far as allowing amendments at a shorter 
notice or without notice is concerned. It is no use adding instances I 
have got ready two instances. However, in view of the statement made by 
the Leader of the House 1 am prepared to ask Mr. Narendra Narayan 
Chakravurty not to press his motion. The original motion is with you 
Yes, Mr. Kundu. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, 1 rise to accord my whole- 
hearted support and the support of the party of which I am an* humble 
member to the very important motion that iny esteemed frieud Dr. Sanya 1 
has so ably moved. I endorse every word of what Dr. Sanval said in 
support of the resolution .and what the previous speakers said. 1 shall 
not appeal only to the sentiments of the members present here but I shall 
appeal to their good sense as responsible citizens and to the political sense 
and reasonings and to the sense of duty and responsibility that they have 
as representatives or Ministers of this province. 


Sir, I shall ask them to look into the question from the folluwimr 
backgrounds: this province stands first in regard to the number of deten- 
tion when other provinces are emptying out their jails of the political 
prisoners; the second and most important thing that I remind them all is 
the sacred pledge and promise that they held out before the public just on 
the eve of formation of this Ministry m regard to the policy of release and 
*Ugting of amenities to the political prisoners in this province. I shall 
nppcularly remind our friend Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami and Mr. Barada 
rmsanna Pain about their pledges. I must say I shall not do justice if 

1 of the Home Department 
kaa done a good lot in this regard, but even tWn I must say regretfully 
that they have not been able to partially implement the promise and pledge 
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they held out before the uublic at the time of the formation of the 
Ministry. You may remember that you wanted to bring back our Leader 
Shree Sarat Chandra Bose to his place in Bengal. You wanted to see him, 
but it is regrettable and deplorable that you have not been able even to 
secure an interview with that gentleman. Sir, I must say that you have 
failed hopelessly to implement your promise and 1 do not know how you 
ean with this humiliation continue to be in office, how you can reconcile 
with your past conduct and be there in the office for nothing. 

Sir, from that background you are to see that the political conditions 
have altogether changed. The subjective and objective conditions favour- 
able for movements are not existing now as they were existing in the years 
1942 and 1943. The political leaders who have mine out from the prisons 
have unequivocally announced that this is not the time suitable for the 
continuance or starting of any fresh political movement. Those who have 
come out of the jails in this province are busy with work other than politi- 
cal movement because they know that political movement is now an 
impossibility. 

Sir, in reply to today's question, the Parliamentary Secretary told us 
that even in the year 1942 when the movement was going on in full swing, 
t lie then Ministers were able to release about 500 prisoners. Now, what 
justification has this Ministn to detain these prisoners for nothing!* 

Sir, they have not only failed to implement their promise but. they have 
not shown any indication that they have any sympathy for the cause of 
these political prisoners. If you depend on the records of the Special 
Branch and I.B. police, if you act according to their dictates, 

I must say that these Ministers are nothing but so many tails 

of those departments and the permanent officials and they art according 
to the sweet will of the Special Branch and I. B. police. 

Sir, I must say that these Ministers have not only forfeited the con- 
fidence of the public for this indifference to the cause of the political 

prisoners, but they arc not entitled to detain these political prisoners 
because they have also failed to grant them the amenities which even the 
rules — the Jail (-ode Rules and the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules — 
provide for them. 

Sir, 1 will read a few letters written to me from different jails by the 
political prisoners to show how there is lack of control and lack of super- 
vision over the jail administration. I will ask the Hon’blc Home Minister, 
has he got any contact with the political prisoners? Has he ever gone to 
see them? If lie has gone to see them, how often has he gone to see them? 
If he will go to see them, if he will get in touch with them, I am sure he 
will find an easy solution for the political prisoners. He cannot but 
release them. 

Sir, 1 can give two or three instances. I can cite the instance of 
Mr. Satyapriya Banerji. As the House knows, I had some connection 
with the past political agitations in this province. When there was a talk 
of starting a movement in the year 1942 which the Congress leaders could 
not start, we were thinking about this movement. We thought that this 
would be the last movement and after this we would attain full political 
and economic freedom. I had a talk and discussion with Mr. Salvnpriya 
Banerji. He told me straightaway that on account of several difficulties 
about his family, he could not take part in the movement. Sir, he has been 
detained, and he is rotting in the jail up till^now. 

Again, I know one Mr. Rakhal Chandra Datta who is an Advocate of 
the High Court. He always tried to keep himself aloof from any political 
movement. He is being detained in the Presidency Jail. 

Then, I know the caae of Mr. Pramatha Kumar Chakravarty, another 
Advocate of the High Court. He had certainly some connection with the 
politics — not political movement but political party, say, 30 or 40 years 
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back and he was keeping himself completely aloof from any political 
activity. He has been detained. There are several instances like this 
which I can cite. There was one 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, I shall require another 15 minutes. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Kundu, it was the agreement that 
you will speak for only 10 minutes and, after that, the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister will speak. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I shall take only 10 minutes. I 
shall read some letters. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It was agreed in a conference with the 
Leaders that after you finish in 10 minutes, the Hon'ble Leader of the 
House will speak and there would be voting after that. That was the 
agreement. 

Mr, NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that there must 
be voting, I cannot represent the cases of the female prisoners. Out of 18 
female prisoners, 12 prisoners are suffering in the jail. 

Sir, the threat of the Japanese invasion is now ovoi. Hitler is going 
to be defeated very soon in the European field. Sir, if Germany and Japan 
have not been able to give defeat to the British Government, 1 think these 
female prisoners, if they are allowed to come out, will not upset this Gov- 
ernment. Not to speak of the Judy prisoner even the whole lot of the 
security prisoners if released, will not be able to upset this Government. 

Sir, I wanted to read some letters without an\ comment. T am not 
allowed to read them because, Sir, you say there has been agreement. 1 
did not like to make a speech about the resolution because 1 thought it was 
a very serious question which was agitating the miuds of the entire public 
and 1 would not do justice to the cause within so short a time. 1 wanted 
also to sjieak about those members of the Legislature who were in deten- 
tion. 1 want to know, I w'unt to put this question straight to tlo* Ilon’ble 
Minister, for whose security — is n ior the security ot the Ministers that 
they have been kept in detention within the prison walls. They (tin be 
ullowed to come here. There mav he arrangement* made to biing them 
here, to allot separate seats for them so thut they may not communicate 
with other members except taking part in the deliberations of this House. 
If the Home Minister is ready to do that, we shall feel that be is honestly 
detaining them; if he is not agreeable to do that, we shall feel that there 
is security for others for whom he is thinking, and not for the security of 
this empire. They have not given sufficient maintenance to the families 
of the prisoners. They are doing absolutely nothing. 

Sir, I have to take my seat very reluctantly, because I had many things 
to sav and I could have placed before the House facts by which the public 
could have judged how indifferently, how unsympathetically ana how 
callously thev are treating this very important question which is agitating 
the minds of the entire public of this Province. 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I fully realise the 
importance of this motion and the interests which the members on the other 
eid&of the House take on thi* question. I do not think they fully appre- 
ciate the fact that in this matter I have taken a very keen interest ana the 
policy of this Government has been not only always as far as possible to 
effect release, but if they cannot do that to treat all cases with utmost 
sympathy and whenever any case is brought to my notice where a real 
hardship is being felt by a prisoner or his family, or there is a case where 
special concession is necessary, and if it can be done 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Every detention causes hard- 
ship. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Of all jwrsons Mr, Sanyal 
should be the last person to say that. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Why, why? There was no justifica- 
tion for keeping him indefinitely in detention. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as I was saying, when- 
ever it can be done without jeopardizing the security of the Province, it is 
always done. As 1 have several times said in this House, 1 have had 
personal contacts with most of the prominent leaders of the parties. I 
nave seen them before their release in 19*17, after their release, and again 
after they have been in detention. I think the members on the other side 
of the House have unintentionally compared the number of detention in 
this Province with other Provinces mixing up the two special cases of .those 
who have been detained tl)r. Nalinaksha Kanyai. : Without trial.) No, 
for the August disturbances; those who do not belong to any subversive 
organisation and those who have been detained for being members of 
subversive organisations. Sir, I have always here and outside maintained 
that there is a distinction between the two classes of prisoners. Those who 
belong to any subversive organisation have been in Bengal detained off and 
on for a number of years — for the last 20 years or more. Some of them 
have spent most part of their lives in detention. Their cases are quite 
different from those who (Mr. Ann, Krishna Ghosr; That is a Police 
philosophy) took part in All-India movements like the movements at the 
time of 1920 Non-co-operation movement, 1 900 Civil Disobedience move- 
ment, and those arrested on the occasion of the disturbances of August, 
1942. Of the latter category, in Bengal at the present time, about 50 
versons are detained. (Cries of “Question, question" from the Opposition 
benches.) I would refer the honourable members to the answer given in 
the Central Assembly some time ago on this question compared to other 
Provinces except especially the Provinces where there is section 93, you will 
find that the number of this category of prisoners is in hundreds, 1 mean 
the Provinces like United Provinces, Bihar, Central Provinces, Bombay 
and Madras, whereas in Bengal the number is only 50, in Punjab it is 60 
and in Sind and North-West Frontier Provinces the number is still lower. 
I admit that so far as those persons who belong to the subversive organisa- 
tions are concerned 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Nobody belongs to such organi- 
sations. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Try them for conspiracy if you 
like. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADH YAYA: Tell that you are unaffle to 
release them, but don’t create a scene. Don't add insult to injury. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: These comments are coming 
from those who were at one time responsible for putting a large number 
of persons in detention. I cannot understand how T they are making com- 
ments of this kind. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: They are kept in detention for an 
indefinite period. There is no justification. 

Tho H Ottilia Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: They remained in office for 
more than 12 months after putting them in detention. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Not 12 months. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: And they released 500 persona 
within that period. 
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The H on trie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Anyhow I can assure the 
members of this House that the cases of these prisoners are periodically 
reviewed. They are being detained at the present time only because on 
account of the war emergency, it is not possible to take the risk of releas- 
ing them. Certain persons are detained at the instance of the Government 
of India. I would like to correct a statement I made in the other House — 
in the other place, if I am correct to say that — about the Provincial Gov- 
ernment being responsible for the detention of the security prisoners by 
saying that it is a subject on which the Government of India as well have 
a say. In certain (rases on certain occasions the Government of India 
have got to be consulted before any policy of release is accented or adopted. 
(!>r. Nalinaksha Sanyal: And not Messrs. jAmery and Churchill!): Sir, 

I am surprised at Mr. Haripada Chatterjee’s speech. I have repeatedly 
stated that if you accept a constitution and come to this Assembly or accept , 
office, you must play the game according to the rules (Rai Harendra 
Nath Chatjdhuri : You must submit to order.) (Mr. Haripada Chatto- 
padhyaya : Must we play as Churchill and Amery want us to play?) and 
especially on the occasion of war when even in 1944 not only India was 
actually invaded, but there was every danger of the Piovince itself being 
invaded, it was not possible to release the prisoners who were likely to 
sabotage the cause or the country. (Interruption.) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Release them now 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Release them now. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAYA: They would defend the 
country. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is all right for some 
honourable members to say that these people would have defended the 
country. God alone knows what they would have done. I do know tikis 
that there are a number of people even now with whom — we get not only 
information but also we get papers and other things from which it can be 
seen — the emissaries of Japan are in contact 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Papers can he manufactured. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: They are also actually trying 
to assist the enemy. 

Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: (Question, question. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: So tar as m\ Hindu 
colleagues and particularly Mr. Narendra Narayun Ohakravarty are 
concerned, they are always trying to assist the security prisoners, bringing 
their cases to iuy notice and wherever possible, trying to get them released. 

I would like to assure the House that as far as the policy of this Govern- 
mentris concerned we are only too anxious to release these prisoners as soon 
as we feel that, there is no risk or danger. Whenever any case is brought 
to my notice or to the notice of Secretary who is dealing with the case 
which is deserving of sympathy, it is dealt with sympathetically and with 
the utmost consideration possible. I am not one of those persons who 
believe that because they are well-fed and well-kept, they ought to be very 
well off. Detention under any conditions whatsoever is one of the severest 
strains that can lie put on a person. (Mr. Atui, Chandra Sen: It is 
barbarous). Jt is a restriction of liberty which 1 abhor. 

Mf» HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAYA. He is shedding crocodile 
tears* He has no sympathy. 

t Khwaja Wr NAZIMUDDIN: I can assure the members 

of the House that at the earliest opportunity the i nil icy of Government will 
be to release these political prisoners. 
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Mr. SAHT08H KUMAR BA8U: Only one iiuestion, Sir. Tlie Hon'ble 
Sir Na*imuddin has stated that sometimes they have got to commit 
the Government of India in the matter of release. Will he kindly reconcile 
that statement of his with the declaration made in Parliament by Mr. 
Amery that all detentions and arrests are made mostly by Government* 
functioning on the parliamentary system? 


Tho Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I don’t think that it would 

be difficult to reconcile that with what I stated, 

Ihe motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that this Assembly is of opinion 
that the Government of Bengal should set at liberty, without further delay, 
all political security prisoners detained in Bengal and all oersons convicted 
of offences connected with political movements or disturbances was then 
put and a division taken with the following result: — 


Akkal Halt, Mr. Mia. 

Akkal Majii, MaaM (MyaraaNagh) 
AMal Wakak Bakalaagarl, MaaM. 
AHar Ranak, MaaM. 

Attarakkia Akawk, Mr. 

Bakrakkaja, Mr. lnH. 

•aa«r)M, Mr. Praaiatka Rati 
laa«r|i, Mr. P. 

Rata, Mr. Baataak Km Mar 
Bkawalk, Dr. MaMaka Okaakra 
Ckattapakkya, Mr. HaHpaka 
Okaakkart, Hal Haraakra Natk 
Da*. Bata Rakkaaatk 
Da* Qapta, Dr. k. M. 

Datta, Mr. Dkiraakra Natk 
Dalai, Mr. Haraakra Natk 
Datta, Mr. Bakaawr 
Datta Qapta, Mia* Mira 
Bkaaa, Mr. Atal Krttkaa 
Dlasakkia Akawk, Mr. 

Bapta, Mr. iagaak Okaakra 
kalaa, Mr. I. D. 
ktaak All Mpjawkar, MaaM 
Kkaa, Mr. Daktakra Lai I 
Km mar, Mr. Atal Okaakra 


AYES— SO. 

Kaaka, Mr. NlakHka Natk 
MaJaaWar, in. HaaNprwa 
Mai, Mr. Itwar Okaakra 
Maakal, Mr. Blrat Okaakra 
Magkal Haaaia, Mr. 

Makkarfaa, Mr. B. 

Makktr}!, Dr. I karat Okaakra 
Malllak, • rt | at Aakataak 
RaaSiakkia AkaMk, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Bkara Okaakra 
Ray, Mr- Kawatkrtokaa 
Ray, Mr. Klraa laakar 
Ray, Mr. MaaaMtka Natk 
Ray, Mr. Patlraai 
taaaallak, Dr. 

Baayal, Dr. Nallaakika 
taayal, Mr. laiaaka Bakkar 
Baa, Mr. Atal Okaakra 
Baa, kagatk Okaakra, Ral Bakakar 
Baa- Qapta, Mr*. NaHIa 
tkaanakkia AhaMk, Mr. 

Biaka, Brijat Maalakra Bkataa 
Bar, Mr. Haraakra Kaaiar 
Tkakar, Mr. Praawtka Raajaa 
Waliar Rakaua, MaaM 


NOES -73. 


Akkal Hall. Mr. Mina. 

Akkal Haklai, MaaM (Myawaaiagk) 
AMal Karlas Mr. 

AMal MaJIk, Mr. Bytk (Na akhafl) 
AMal Matalak MaNk, Dr. 

AMal Wakak Kkaa, Kkaa BakMar 


OaMM, Mr. R. A. 

Baeva aN, tka Haa’Mt Mr. TaM Okaakra 
Qapta, Mr. k. N. 

Baraag, Mr. DawBar Blagk 
ByacakKa Akawk Okaskkary, Alkak| 
HaarikMkia Akawk, Kkaa Bakik 


AMar Rakaua, Kkaa BakMar A. F. M. 
AMar NaaakM Makawak, Mr. 

AMar Baal, Kkaa BakMar ftkak (Raagper) 

AMI Maaak, Kail 

AMI QaaaaaL MaaM 

Akawk Kkaa, Mr. Byak 

Al t a aakMa Akawk, Kkaa Bakakar MaaM 


Htaiaa Martkak, Mr*., M.B.K. 
Hayvaak, Mr. Bagara 


kalalakkla Akwak, tka Mta*Ma Kkaa Bakakar MkNM 
kaHawkala Akawk, Kkaa Bakakar MaaM 
Kasaw AN Mina, BaMtaaka Kawaa kak Byak 
HaBxailia Akawk, Kkaa BaMI MaaM (Tlppara) 


Bard AM. Mr. BM. 

Bar aw, tka Haa*Mt Mr. Praadart 
OkakraMrty, Baka Haraakra Narayaa 
BMpp—kdi, Mr. k. W. 
OaratarpMaa,'Mr. E. B. 

Bn, Rk Bakik Aaakaf Okaakra 


Maakal, Mr. Aavtta Lai 
Maakal, Mr. Baaka Bakarl 
Maakal, tka Haa*M* Mr. kagaakra Balk 
Maalrakkla Afckaak, MaaM 
Matkalk. Mr. k. H. 

Makaauaak AN, Kkaa Bakakar 


Park at Warn Kkaaaai, Bagaai 
PaMal QaaHr, Kkaa Bakakar MaaM 
radar takawa, Mr. (Dam) 

Padar Bakawa, Kkaa Bakakar (Myawaategk) 
Wak k hn , Mr. 0., B. I. K. 

BaWai BaMaal Akaawwk, MaaM 


Margaa, Mr. B* 0.1.1. 
Matted AN MaRak, MaaM M. 
Maaawawl Hag, Madri Ml. 
Makawwak I Iraki aL MaaM 
MakaaHaak Mwpaa , MaaM 
Makawwak ten*, MmM 
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Makaraat total Mta, Kkaa BUtlir Msaivf 
Maftarfaa, tka Maa'N# Mr, Tarakaatk, M.B.E. 
MM k, Mr. Miknia likirf 
RiafawtoJa, tk# Haa’Ma Kk«a|t Ur, K.O.I.E. 
R ia r a tM a, Mr. K. 

Ralfcat, Mr. Pruuu M 
IMniMi Akaui, HaJJ 
torajal IiMm, Mr. 

•kakakaiila, tka HmKi Mr. Kkwala, 6.B.K* 
Skaawattla Akmat Kkoatka// Mr. 

•Mika, Baku Ksfcatra Natk 

The Ayes being 60 and the 


•War, Baka LMa Maa4a 
fault, Mr. J. «. 

Mark, Mr. A. F. 

MmatM, Mr. R. A. H. 

Hfcra warty, tka Haa'Mt Mr. N. L 
TaattaMla Kfcaa, tka Haa’Ma Mr. 
Tkaraaui, Mr. 0. M. 

Walk ar, Mr. t. R. 

Vataf AH Okaatkary, Mr. 

ZBIer Rafciaaa Ifcak Okaatkary, Maalvi 


Noes 73, the motion was lost. 


Adjournment 



p.m., till 4 p.rn. on Monday, the 
Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House. Calcutta, on Monday, the 
5th March, 1945, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the IloiCble Mr. Syed Nwsiikh Am) in the (-hair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 172 members. 

Want of Quorum. 

(As soon as Starred Question No. 127 was called the attention of 
Mr. Speaker was drawn to the fact that there was no quorum. The bell 
was then rung* and afterwards it was found that there was quorum.! 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Illness of Miss Kama! a Das Gupta, B.A., a security prisoner. 

•127. Miss MIRA DUTTA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge (•» the Home (Jails) Department he pleased to state — 

(а) if it is a fact that Miss Kaniala Das Gupta, jla., a security prisoner 

in the Presidency Jail, is suffering from a serious illness and that 
her conditions are alarming; 

(б) what arrangements have been made for her medical treatment; 

(c) whether disease has been diagnosed; 

(d) if so, what is the diagnosis; 

(e) whether any expert examined her; 

(/) if so, who and when ; 

(g) what was her weight at the time she was taken into the jail and 

her prevsent weight; and 

(h) whether she is having rise in temperature now? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of tha Hon'Wa Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a), (r) and (d) The prisoner has been suffering from 
tuberculosis of the spine but her condition is not alarming, 

(6) She was sent to the Medical College Hospitals for treatment but she 
refused to undergo the treatment — operative or otherwise — recommended by 
Lieut. -Colon el Anderson and Dr. L. M. Banerjee. 

(e) and (f) Colonel Anderson of the Medical College Hospitals examined 
her in November, 1943, and Dr. L. M. Banerjee in April, 1944. 

(9) Weight on admission — 104 lbs. 

Weight at present — 99 lbs 

( h ) No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (h) will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether, while refusing to undergo the 
treatment, she did assign any reason for her refusal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, she did. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the IWble Minister be pleased 
to state what objection was made? 



384 QUESTIONS. [6th March, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS She stated that she would refuse 
to undergo the treatment while in detention. 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUHDU: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he thinks it desirable to release her on the around 
of health ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMEO ALI: No, Sir, not at present. 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUHDU: In view of the fact that the only 
treatment for such disease is complete rest 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are giving your own opinion. But you are not 
an expert in the line, so you cannot- say that. 

Mr. HI8HITHA HATH KUHDU: In view of the fact that she will 
have to take complete rest, what apprehension there is in the mind of the 
Government that if she is released she will take to subversive movement 
or other movements Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHAHDRA 8EH: From the answer just given to my 
question do we understand that Miss Das Gupta was sent to the Medical 
College Hospital against her will? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. She was sent to the 
Medical College Hospital for treatment and Dr. L. M. Banerjee and Lt- 
Col. Anderson prescribed that she should undergo some treatment and they 
prescribed that there should be a plaster of Paris jacket but she refused to 
undergo the treatment because she was in detention. 

Fomalo security prisoners and their treatment at Eden Hospital. 

•128. Mr. HI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) DejiaHinent lie pleased to state whether it is a 
fact-™ 

(a) that lady security prisoners, if ill and sent to the Eden Hospital, 
MedieuI College, are always placed under the treatment of 
European Surgeon and ijot under an Indian Surgeon; 

(l)) that Mrs. Lee la Hoy, m.a., a security piisoner, when admitted for 
kidney troubles into the Eden Hospital, Medical College, for the 
second time after surgical operation for fibroid was transferred 
from Medical College to the Dinajpur Jail before urine culture 
report was ready and available and completion of her treatment 
there and Colonel Murray consented to her transfer in the cir- 
cumstance stated above; 

(c) that she is yet undergoing medical treatment in the Dinajpur .Tail; 

(f/) that Sreemati Tima Guha, security prisoner in the Presidency Jail, 
was examined by Colonel Murray who sent her back to the Presi- 
dency Jail as the Surgeon diagnosed that she had no disease at 
all? ‘ 

(e) that the said Sreepmti Umu Guha developed serious illness only two 
days after the aforesaid examination by Colonel Murray, and 
sent to emergency department; and 

(/) that Colonel Murray this time found on examination her complaint 
truo and admitted her in the Eden Hospital? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of tha Hon’bla Khwaja 
Sir Hazimuddin): {a) Female security prisoners are admitted in the 
Medical College Hospitals (Eden Hospital in ease of female diseases) after 
ascertaining that beds are available. After admission it is left entirely to 
the hospital authorities to decide under which Surgeon or physician the 
patient will be kept. There is no hard and fast rule in this matter. 
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(b) Mrs. Leela Roy was under the treatment of Dr, M. N. Sarkar during 
het* second admission in the Eden Hospital. As lie was of opinion that there 
wis nothing wrong with the prisoner and as she was found fit for travel she 
was transferred to the Dinajpur Jail for administrative reasons. Her urine 
culture report was subsequently sent to Dinajpur. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) to (/) The prisoner was first examined by Colonel Murray who did 
not consider her admission necessary at that stage. After a few days she 
had uterine haemorrhage and was admitted in the hospital for necessary 
treatment. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With refe rence to answers (a) and (h) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether except Mrs. Lila Roy 
who, as it appears from the answer, was under the treatment of an Indian 
Surgeon in the hospital, any other lady security prisoner has been under 
the treatment of an Indian Surgeon? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Rouble Minister be 
pleased to state why Mrs. 1/eelu ltov waft transferred to the Dinajpur Jail 
and the transfer was not postponed till the urine culture report was available? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Firstly, she was transferred to the 
Dinajpur Jail for administrative reasons, as I have already stated in my 
reply (b\. So far as lilt 1 question of urine culture report was concerned, 
that was necessary for subsequent treatment for which a whole course was 
prescribed by l)r. M. X. Sarkar. The report was sent, to Dinajpur where 
the Medical Officer in charge of security prisoners would follow the course 
of treatment prescribed by l)r. M. X. Sarkar. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the IWble Minister be 
pleased to state how many days after she hud left for Dinajpur the urine 
culture report was available? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the llon’hle Minister be pleas- 
ed to state how many days after Sreemati Finn Ouha was sent lmek to tile 
Presidency Jail she was again examined for the second time by Col. 
Murray? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it a fact that only after two days 
of her first examination by Col. Murray she developed symptoms of uterine 
haemorrhage and was sent back to Medical College for examination? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say, after how many 
days, but after examination bv Col. Murray when she was sent, back to the 
jail she had uterine haemorrhage and she was sent back to the Medical 
College Hospital and re-examined by Col. Murray. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to reply (a), it is 
[juite certain that Col. Murray was very much indifferent — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y mi riinimt hbv that. That is a question »f opinion. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Because she was sent 

Mr.' SPEAKER: That is another matter. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU. Is it a fart that she was sent to 
lie Medical College after definite diagnosis of the disease and was sent 
here only to be examined by n specialist for confirmation? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: She was sent to the Medical 
College Hospitals for examination by some specialists. (Dol. Murray 
examined her and was of opinion that her admission was not necessary in 
the Medical College Hospitals. She could receive treatment as an outdoor 
patient. After her return to the jail, she developed uterine haemorrhage 
when she was sent back to the Medical College Hospitals. Col. Murray 
examined her again and took up her treatment as an indoor patient. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: My definite information is that she 
was sent, there, after definite diagnosis of the uterine trouble, only for 
confirmation of that after examination by a medical expert. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That does not matter in the least. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I want to drive at 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You cannot drive at anything. You can only a>k 
for facts. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I am asking whether it is a fact 
that she was sen f to the Medical College after definite diagnosis by the jail 
medical officer only for the purpose of confirmation as to whether the 
diagnosis that was made by the jail medical officer was right or not? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of the fact whether 
there was any definite diagnosis or not. There was a diagnosis to the 
effect that she was suffering from uterine trouble but whether the exact 
nature of the trouble was diagnosed or not I am not aware. Col. Murray 
examined the security prisoner and he was of opinion that her admission 
as indoor patient was not necessary and she was sent back. So far as 
uterine haemorrhage was concerned, this occurred later and she was sent 
back to the Medical College Hospitals. The prisoner was again examined 
by Col. Murray who took her in charge as an indoor patient and treated 
her. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Uon’ble Minister think 
it desirbale to further enquire into the matter whether during the first 
examination Col. Murray was careless, indifferent and negligent? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: That question does not arise., There is no question of 
indifference. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. I want to elicit facts. You 
do not allow me. We have definite information that Col. Murray is always 
very negligent and careless. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You cannot discuss the conduct of a medical officer 
in the course of putting supplementary questions. That is another matter. 
You cannot discuss. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, T am not discussing. Is he the 
Governor of Bengal? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. If you think that a certain Govern- 
ment officer is not doing his duties properly, you will have ample oppor- 
tunities of discussing the conduct of that officer in course of the budget 
discussion, but you cannot discuss that in course of questions. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: May I ask you. Sir, w r heher we are 
prevented from asking questions which will elicit information regarding 
his careless conduct? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot ask whether it is a fact that he was 
indifferent, negligent and all-such things. You cannot put queetions like 
that. w 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, the life of a security prisoner 

is valuable. 
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Mr, SPEAKER: That is another matter. You can discuss this 
matter threadbare on some other occasion, hut this is question time which 
should be utilise^ for the purpose of eliciting facta only, 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, 1 am trying to elicit the fact 
whether he was careless and negligent in his duties. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: That is a matter of inference from certain other 
facts. If you ask for facts, you can ask questions on them, but you cannot 
ask questions for opinion. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I am asking for facts only. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Do that. \ am always ready to allow that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answers (c) and (d) 
to (/) will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Miss Uma Uuha 
complained of uterine haemorrhage at the time of admission m the Medical 
College? , 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: At the time of the second admis- 


sion — yes. 

Mn ATUL CHANDRA SEN: At the time of the first admission!' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have no information. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
consider the desirability of enquiring whether Miss 1 mu Uuhu complained 
of uterine haemorrhage at the time of the first, admission. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It will serve no useful purpose by 
making that, enquiry now because she has received tier treatment and she 
i, no longer suffering irom uterine trmihle. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EH: Will the llon’lile Minister please 
consider the desirability ol enquiring into the matter not. because she has 
already recovered hut enquire into the delinquency of a Government omcial. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question of delinquency does 
uol arise in this ease. When Col. Murray examined her Ins considered 
opinion was that her admission into the Medical College Hospitals as un 
indoor patient was not necessary. He thought that it lie could prescribe a 
,. ourse of treatment she could undergo that treatment in the hospitals us 
an outdoor patient. Subsequently, when her condition became acute, he 
revised his opinion. He accepted her as an indoor patient, treated her and 
she has now recovered. 

Mr ATUL CHANDRA 8EN : Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether Col. Murray was told that she was suffering from uterine 
haemorrhage? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware 

Mr NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether, for the purpose of future careful examination, 
Goverment think it desirable to enquire as to whether Miss IJma Guha 
complained of uterine haemorrhage at, the time of her first admission. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No enquiry is necessary. I may 
inform the honourable member that the greatest possible care is taken of 
seeuritv prisoners with regard to medical attention and assistance. 

Mr. ATUL CHAMDRA SEN: That is the burden of your song always. 

Dr. Suresh Chandra Banarjaa, M.L.A., a security prisoner. 

mm Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’blo 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department iie pleased to state 
whether it is fact- 

til that Dr Suresh Chandra Banerjee, MX. a., at present a security pri- 
soner in the Eajahahi Central Jail, wrote a letter to the Deputy 
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Secretary to the Government of Beugal, Home (Jails) Depart- 
ment, on 7th June, 1944, requesting him to permit Dr. Banerjee 
to receive money and articles from Sjta. Alokana Devi and four 
others ; 

(ii) that Dr. Banerjee sent a reminder to the Deputy Secretary on 8th 
August, 1944, informing him that in the absence of any per- 
mission from the Government it was not being possible for him 
to receive any money or articles from outside and as a result he 
was suffering a good deal of difficulty; and 

(Hi) that the letter containing the necessary permission to receive money 
and articles was sent by the Deputy Secretary on 29th August, 
1944, and was received by Dr. Banerjee on 9th September, 1944? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state why out of five persons 
of different places mentioned in the letter of June 7, permission was given 
to receive money and articles from one person only? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): on Yes. 

(b) Three of the persons are not suitable for having transactions with 
the security prisoner. Permission has been given in regard to the other 
two. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: W it h reference to answer (b), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the disqualifications of these 
three persons that rendered them unsuitable for any transaction with 
Dr. Banerjee? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid, tor security reasons 
I cannot, answer that question. 

Transfer of some Defence of India Rules prisoners to Delhi. 

*130. Mr. 8ATYAPRI YA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon hie Mini ter 
in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state — 

(?) if it is a fact that do persons arrested undei the rule 129 <>j the 
Defence of India Rules were transferred to Delhi from different 
jails in Bengal before the expiry of the jieriod of two months 
during the period between the 25th dul\ and Gth September, 
1948 ; and 

(n) whether such transfer was made with the knowledge and approval 
of the Hon’ble Minister? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state the reasons for such large scale transfer from Bengal 
and subsequent repatriation thereto? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) if it is a fact that the Chief Commissioner of Delhi passed the order 
of detention under rule 20 at the instance of the Government 
of Bengal; 

(it) if it is a fact that the large scale transfer was resorted to in order 
to circumvent the judgment of the Calcutta High Court declaring 
the validating Ordinance invalid; and 

(iiL) what prevented the Government of Bengal from arresting and 
detaining the aforesaid persons under Regulation III of 1818? 

(d) Will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to state — 

(t) whether he was satisfied before ordering the transfer to Delhi that 
there would be satisfactory arrangement of Bengali diet for 
those persons in Delhi and that they would not be subjected to 
indignities and humiliation unknown in Bengal; 
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iiv) 

(r) 

(vi) 

(vii) 


whether the security prisoner Sj. Taradas Bhattacharyya now 
detained at the Dum l>um Central Jail after repatriation was kept 
handcuffed for 24 hours in Jjady Irwin Hospital during his stay 
there for 18 days; 

whether the security prisoners were repatriated in a prison van which 
scarcely had any arrangements for ventilation ; 

whether 34 security prisoners were huddled together in 4 cages o.f 
the van measuring 4J feet by 7} feet each; 
whether during the journey lasting 3 days and nights there was no 
arrangement of water and sufficient food ; 
whether one Khan Musufzai suffered from blood poisoning on the 
way; and 

whether ihe Hon’ble Minister proposes — 

(1) to enquire into the facts stated above, and 

(2) take suitable action thereon ? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) and (c) (?) Yes. 

(1) and ( c)(ii ) The transfer was necessitated by the fact that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal were at that time unable to exercise powers of detention 
under rule 26 of the Defence of India Buies. 

(in) As the necessity of detention of the persons was primarily connected 
witfi the defence of British India orders under ltegulation 111 of 1818 could 
appropriately have Wen pussed only by the Central Government. 

(d) (?) to (n) 1 have not received any such complaints from the prisoners 
concerned. 

i rii) No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer {b) and (r) (??), 
will Government he pleased to state whether competent lcgul opinion was 
consulted as to whether they did not make themselves liable to prosecution 
for having circumvented the order of the Calcutta High Court* 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask tor notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: AVill the Hon’lde Mini f>ter be pleased 
to state whether the Government of Bengal ascertained if these people 
committed an\ offence in Delhi for which they were detained under the 
order of the Chief Commissioner of Delhi* 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 refer the honourable member to 
the reply alreadx given so far as (b) and (r) (ti) are concerned. 1 have 
nothing furthei to add. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With icference to answer (r) (Hi), do I 

understand the Government to say that they cannot arrest any person in 

Bengal under Regulation III of 1818? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: No, Sir. I submit this i*. not a question 

of opinion. It i> a question of fact. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When you put a question of “can" or “cannot’', it is 
purely tt question of opinion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference to answer (rf) (i) 
to (?•#)* will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any enquiry 
was made into the complaints after this question was received? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer ( c ) (ut), do I 
understand the Government to say that these persons constituted no menace 
to Bengal in particular but to India in the abstract? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have nothing further to add to 
what I have stated in reply to (c) (Hi). 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of making an enquiry into the complaint 
suggested in the questions ( d ) (i) to (vi)? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already said that I am not 
aware whether an enquiry was held or not or whether an information was 
obtained. 

Deaths oaused by Railway accidents and Military vehicles. 

•131. Dr. BANAULLAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) thana by tfhana how many people died by — 

( i ) railway accidents, and 

(ii) by being run over by Military vehicles 

in the district of Chittagong during the calendar year 1944, i.e., 
from the 1st of January, 1944, up to date; and 

(b) what steps are being taken by the respective authorities to minimise 

such accidental deaths? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
sir Nazimuddin): (a) Statement showing the number of deaths by rail- 
way accidents, and by military vehicles, thana bv thana, is laid on the 
Table. 

(b) Sign boards have been put up at the entrance and exit of thickly 
populated villages along the road giving direction to control the speed limit 
of vehicles. 

Statement referred to in reply to Marred question No. 131 showing the number of deaths 

by railway accidents and by military vehicles , thana by thana , durina the 

calendar year , 1944. 


1. 

(1) 

Name of thana. 

Kotwali 


{2) 

Number of 
deaths by 
railway 
accidents. 

6 

(3) 

Number of 
deaths by 
military 
vehicles. 

7 

2. 

Double Moorings 


3 

1 

3. 

Panehalaish 


1 

2 

4. 

Hathazari 


1 

6 

5. 

Boalkhali 


Nil 

3 

6. 

S&tkania 


Nil 

4 

7. 

Patiya 


4 

5 

8. 

Chakaria 


Nil 

8 

9. 

Cox’s Bazar 


Nil 

10 

10, 

Ramu 


Nil 

a2 

lh 

Ukhia w .. 


Nil 

i 

12. 

Teknaf 


m 

2 

13. 

Sitakund 

, . 

2 

Nil 


Total 

.. 

17 

61 
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Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURI: a cm 

4*fW*fc* TOT <Ur TO TO fatfC* <5tR? Sw l fta l ftTO f CTO CTSfl ft? ft? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question of compensation is 
under the consideration of Government. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURI: mm «!$ w 

*rsH c? cTO ^ toi TO frtstt? ^Trtonr TOfriTO? toc?? 

FF? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: TOfft?roi 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURI: -ftai to™, TOR 

c??n 4 m c?*t ? ^ 3 ^rtc=r 4 ?ft «fcR-w totir ?TtTO ! wtf? 4TO3 ts fwTO tots 
#tf$t?f?, to 4 *R$ TOtr? ws ?inm 

Mr. 8PEAKER: ^1 ?^?i 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURI: *W?cTOTOctfR[ 
accidents ftvm crrrc otTO>^ nil, nil ; <w c?? ft? CTO cw? ?Tfc — cw 

d?4*THP 4?* ejT=mr cro c^i *rtfc 1 ^rtrarif cTOt? cTO cptsct 

accident v’n *ttR 1 

Mr. SPEAKER: wRrf? osi cTO tfj ?rcto *n, TOft ?TO‘ 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURI: wtftcTO CRifrc<R 

«rt TOrtfire ?$. «rtfa <^r-R tot TOtfirs 1 TOR to?i ?? vr , ?i ?n ?*rc ?i 1 TOtc? 
sn 5 tu src? 4*t?R TOt$ TOt f?? 1 
Mr. SPEAKER: *\*m to <m m ?i 1 wwft toir fr* ^ V*™ 
fa ST* 1 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So far as I understand him what 

he meant to say is ihut, in the statement the word “nil” has been shown 
against the than as Boalkhali, Satkania and others and he draws the atten- 
tion of tht' House to the fact that as there is no railway line, there is no 
possibility of an accident, and wants to know' why Government have put 
down the word “nil”. Sir, that is no question at all. We have given the 
statement thana by t liana. In those thanus no railway accidents took place 
and that is why the word "nil” has been shown against them, as w r e have 
got to show “nil” there. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURI: ®tTO TOtewRtfrjw 

WT cTO TOR <m ft* TO? TOTO railway accident 4 *- T 3 motor accident* 

^1 I (RTO^r <R*TQ W TO, cn^tr^T railway accident i’rs TO? ?l l 4 \ cwfc CTOF? 

nil nil c?to fam ?r$i fa *us to? \ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: TORt? ?? TO ytev TOfa ?i 1 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURI: ^>r to™ ! ^9? 

CTO? question^ cv^R 1 

Mr. SPEAKER : « TJ & TOR vp 1 • 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURI: TOlSrn TO?t?? ques- 

tion4 to? 5 l?r TCT rail accident* CTO TO fartt? TO motor byke accident* 

^pr to frotCTE ; ctott? cfp! tor $cm TO i c?to? cto cur TO? *(tt cror* cTO 
Cf®i accident , rf 3 f ^ — 

Mr. SPEAKER : TO TO^J ’Tfm, wt^tfk 4 toi ^trTOn diacusaion*^ *pc* 


Wt*l I 



392 QUESTIONS. [5ra March, 

Khan Bahadur Haji BAOI AHMED CHOWDHURI: *cwcti to mr 

3f7t*tfCTW wr* i 4 toi Wr to$ i c^Pr <n©n ^ i 

Mr. SPEAKER : 4$ to iKw ^ m i 

Disposal of cars, buses and trucks after disbandment of A.R.P. 
organisation. 

*132. Mr. EYED BAH ABE ALAM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact thal 
the A.R.P. organisation is being disbanded in Bengal? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the 
Government propose to take in disposing of the cars, buses and trucks requi- 
sitioned by Government for the purpose? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the previous owners'" of these vehicles will be given first 

option for the purchase of the car or vehicles formerly owned by 
them; and 

(ii) if not, why not? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED A LI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Orders have issued for the disbandment of the 
A. R. 1\ organisation in all areas except Calcutta, Howrah, Hooghly, 24- 
Parganas, Khargpur, Dacca, Narayanganj, Bhairab and A. R. P. areas in 
the Chittagong Division. 

(b) The vehicles available in the disbanded areas will be disposed in 
accordance with the instructions laid down by Government of India in the 
matter. Serviceable cars, buses and lorries available in the disbanded areas 
will first be utilised in meeting the A.R.P. requirements of the Province 
and thereafter the needs of other Departments of Government. The balance, 
if any, will be offered for sale to the public through dealers. 

(cl (i) If any vehicles become available for sale to the public, their pre- 
vious owners will be given “first refusal”. 

(ii) Does not arise. 

Mr. A. F. STARK* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to expluin it 
the previous owners will be offered the vehicles at the prices at which they 
were requisitioned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Yes, Sir, less certain percentage 
for depreciation for the use of the vehicles. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state ii 
any profit made on the sale of vehicles to the public will be handed back to 
the owners from w’hom the cars were requisitioned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That matter is under the con- 
sideration of Government, and the matter has been referred to the Govern- 
ment of India. As a matter of fact, some lorries disposed of by Government 
have fetched higher prices than those at which they were acquired by 
Government, and, therefore, the matter of paying surplus to the previous 
owners is under the consideration of the Government of India and theii 
orders are being expected on the subject. 

Demobilisation of A.R.P. Services. 

• 133 , Mr. BYED BAHABE ALAM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
dharge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the, A.R.P. organisation isjwopoeed to be disbanded all over Bengal except 
Calcutta and industrial area? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the 
Government propose to take to — 

(t) find employment for the large number of young men who have done 
their duty in doing their “bit” for defence of their country and 
their people; and 
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(h) give rewards or compensation or gratuity to these men? 

(c) In what manner and by what time do Government propose to imple- 
ment their declared policy and promise to give priority and* preference to 
these men in appointments to substantive jiosts in Government service? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED AU (on behalf of the Hon*hle Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (n>) No. Instructions have already issued for complete 
demobilisation of A.R.P. services in the Province by the 28th February, 
1945, except in the following areas: — 

(1) A.R.P. areas of Calcutta, Howrah, Ilooghly, 24-Pargnnns and 

Khargpur. 

(2) A.R.P. areas of Dacca, Naravaiiganj and Bhairab Bazar. 

(3) A.R.P. areas in the Chittagong Division. 

(b)(i). (1) The District Magistrates o 1 aieas from which A.R.P. has Wen 
disbanded have been asked to make even effort to absorb the personnel to 
be discharged in other branches of Government service. 

(2) The Controllers of areas in which A.R.P. still exist have Wen asked 
to fill up their existing vacancies by the |>ers(>nnei to be discharged. The 
number of vacancies in the aWve areas has been brought to the notice of 
the Controllers of disbanded areas. 

(3) All departments of this Government, certain officers of the Govern- 
ment of India, and the General Manage] s of the Railways. have been fur- 
nished with a list of personnel to be discharged and requested to give pre- 
ference to the A.R.P. workers of disbanded areas and to condone age-limits 
in making appointments. 

(4) The Controllers of disbanded areas have been instructed to prepare 
card indexes containing names, addresses, qualifications, statement of ser- 
vice rendered and employment desired in respect of personnel to be dis- 
charged. 

These are being collected in the office ot the Office r-in-charge, Post-Paid 
Information Sendee, Calcutta, which is, among other duties, serving as m 
employment exchange. They are being classified ami forwarded to the 
appropriate employing authorities on the Wsis of the information available) 
in the card indexes. This process is likely to facilitate the employment of 
A.R.P. workers of the disbanded areas. The results will be watched and 
personal contact, where necessary, will be established so as to ensure that the 
cases of A.R.P. personnel receive proper consideration of the employing 
authorities. 

(5) Steps are also being taken to find out employment for them in— 

(i) the Armed Forces— both technical and non-technical side, 

(ii) Civil Pioneer Force, and 

in all * of^ whiclH there are almost unlimited opportunities for recruitment. 

(6) The question of training of suitable personnel as primary school 
teachers is under examination. 

m The question of absorption of casualty service personnel both male 
and female in appropriate services under Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department is also under examination. 

/g\ g^e 0 f them mav also get the benefit of various schemes now under 
consideration of the Post-War Reconstruc tion Committee. 

(b)(ii) No provision has been made for payment of compensation or 
rewards to the discharged A.R.P. personnel but they will be given, subject 
' to certain conditions, gratuity equivalent to one month's pay for every com- 
pleted year of service in A;R.P . 
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( c ) It will appear from the reply to (b)(i) that the employing authori- 
ty have already been asked to give preference to A.E.P. workers m making 
appointments ‘to vacancies under them. The result will be awaited and 
further steps, if necessary, will be taken to ensure that the policy is 
implemented. 

Mf. A* F. STARK. Will the Honlde Minister be pleased to state if 
Government will accept responsibility for the provision of employment for 
the disbanded A. R. P. personnel? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI« Government are attempting to get 
them absorbed in the various branches of services under Government, but 
they cannot undertake the entire responsibility for doing so. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
Government has prepared a comprehensive scheme for the absorption of all 
A.R.P. personnel in Government service or any other employment? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already indicated in my 
reply the various ways in which Government is attempting to absorb these 
A. It. P. workers. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: AVill the Hon’ble ‘Minister be pleased to state if 
Government will consider the desirability of preparing a comprehensive 
scheme in place of this haphazard methods indicated in the reply? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir; if the honourable member 
so desires, the matter will be looked into. 

Communal strength of contractors of Communications and Works 
Department. 

*134. Maulvi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR : Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation ) Department be pleased 
to state — 

(a) how many contractors (A) Muslims, (11) Hindus, (C) Marwaris, 

(D) Scheduled Castes and (E) others are on the lists up till the 

31st October, 1944; 

(b) how many of them are first class contractors — showing their names 

and Home districts; and 

(c) whether it is a fact that the contractors have to deposit 10 per cent. 

of the contract money? 

Mr. «l. N. GUPTA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna 
Pain)! (a) On the 3 1st October, 1944, there were 366 Muslim and 593 non- 
Muslim contractors on the list. It is not known how many of the non- 
Muslim extractors are Hindus, Marwari, Scheduled Caste, etc. 

(b) A list of first class contractors showing their names is appended here- 
with. Their Home districts are not known. 

(c) Generally earnest money is not taken from contractors for works in 
the Irrigation Branch. But sometimes in executing urgent works required 
to he completed within a definite time, contractors are required to deposit 
'certain amount of earnest money which is much less than 10 per cent, of 
the contract money. There is, however, no fixed percentage but a reasonable 
lump sum earnest money is required to be deposited. 

A LIST OF THE FlRST CLASS CONTRACTORS SHOWING THEIR NAMES. 

Muslim Contractors, 

(5) Messrs. Construction and 
Supplying Corporation. 

(6) Maulvi Sheik Bahar Mondal. 

(7) Messrs. Bengal Mutual En- 
gineering Works. 

(8) Messrs. N. Hoa sain A Ob. 


(1) Abdul Bari Khan. " 

(2) Messrs. Zahidi & Co. 

(8) Messrs. Shalimar Bngineer- 

: ing A Cd 

(4) Messrs.' Bengal Construction 
A Oq. 



im&j 


QUESTIONS. 


395 


(9|) Messrs. Asiatic Construction 
Co. 

(10) Messrs. Kazi & Co. 

(11) Messrs. K. G. Ahmed A 

Co. 

(12) M. A. Baker. 


(13) Messrs. A. Sobur A Co. 

(14) Muslim India Co. 

(15) Messrs, N. Zaraan A Son. 
(1G) North Bengal Trading Syn- 
dicate. 

(17) Maulvi Abdul Halim. 


Non- M uslirn Contractors. 


(1) Messrs. S. K. Mitra & Go. 

(2) Messrs. United Engineering 

A Co. 

(3) Babu H. N. Mukherjee. 

(4) Messrs. A. Pandit A Bros. 

(5) Mr. K. C. Bhowmic. 

(6) Babu Haladhar Biswas. 

(7) Messrs. Narain l)as llari 

Vansh A Co. 

(8) Messrs. Bengal & Assam 

Trading Co. 

(9) Messrs. R. K. Roy A Son. 
' (10) Babu B. M. Sen. 

(11) Rai Bahadur Seth Teomal. 

(12) Messrs. P. C. Mitter A Co. 


(13) Babu Lalit Mohan Ohose. 

(14) Babu Gadadhar Bern. 

(15) Babu 1). B. Mukherjee. 

(1(>) Seth Bepari Mai. 

(17) Babu P. N. Ban. 

(IS) Babu B. (\ Ghosh. 

(19) Babu Kedar Nath Goria. 

(20) Messrs. Jewan Ram Ganga- 

ram . 

(21) Messrs. R. Mitter A Co. 

(22) Babu Rajendra Nath Sen. 

(23) Babu Monoranjan Nath. 

(24) Messrs. India Construction 

Co., Titd. 

(25) Messrs. Regent Estates f <td . 


Contractors for special works and repairs of dreduktis 
Non-Muslim Contractors. 


(1) Messrs. Garden ltcacb 

Workshop, Ltd. 

(2) Messrs. Hooghly Docking 

and Engineering. 

(3) Messrs. Port Engineering 

Works. 

(4) Messrs. Burn & Co., Ltd. 

(5) Messrs. Kilburn & Co., Ltd. 

(6) Messrs. Shalimar Works 

Ltd. 

(7) Messrs. Babcock and Wilcox 

Ltd. 

(8) Messrs. Stewarts Llovds 

Ltd. 

(9) Messrs. Macneil A Co. 


(10) Messrs. A. L. Godden A 

Co. 

(11) Messrs. T. G. Macartboy. 

(12) Messrs. Jessop A Co. 

(13) Messrs. Balmer Lawrio A 

Go. 

(14) Messrs. Martin A Go. 

(15) Messrs. Bird A Co. 

(10) Messrs. Kumnrdhubi En- 
gineering Works. 

(17) Messrs. T. E. Thomson A 

Co. 

(18) Messrs. Lvall Marshall A 
Co. 

(19) Robert Machon A Co., Ltd. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
►leased to tell us whether amongst the Muslim contractors Messrs. Shalimar 
Engineering A Co. is a registered firm P 


Mr. 4 . N. GUPTA: No. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us who are the partners of that firmP 

Mr. 4 . N. GUPTA: I want notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us who are the partners of Messrs. Bengal Construction & Go. 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA: I want notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us when the following companies, namely, Messrs. Zahidi 
A Co., Messrs. Shalimar Engineering A Co., Messrs. Bengal Construction 
A Co., and Messrs. Construction and Supplying Corporation, came into 
existence? 
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Mr. J. N. CUPTA: It is not available in the record that is now wit 
me and I want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be possible for the Hon’b 
Minister to enlighten us if the Hon’ble Mr. Shahabuddin is in any wj 
interested in the firm of Messrs. Shalimar Engineering & Co.P 

Mr. d. N. CUPTA; No 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In Messrs. Bengal Constructic 
& Co.P 

Mr. d. N. CUPTA: No 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that he does m 
know the names of the partners of these firms how can he say whethf 
Mr. Shahabuddin is not a partner of Messrs. Shalimar Engineering & Co. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As regards the names of partners he says that he do< 
not know and as regards the question whether Mr. Shahabuddin is a partm 
the answer also is “No”. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I asked whether Mr. Shahabuddi 
was in any way interested in Messrs. Shalimar Engineering & Co. and if l 
does not know the names of the partners how can he say that Mr. Shahs 
buddin is not a partner? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is only an inference but that is not a questio 
for eliciting information. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister consider tl 
desirability of enquiring whether the Ilon’ble Mr. Shahabuddin was s 
any time or is now a partner of Messrs. Shalimar Engineering & Co. an 
Messrs. Bengal Construction & Co.P 

Mr. J* N. CUPTA: Ft is not necessary. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware th 
the Shalimar Engineering & Co has taken no contract from the Gover: 
ment of Bengal P 

Mr. d. N. CUPTA: No. 

Remarks of Public Accounts Committee of India Government in respect < 
denial measures adopted in Bengal. 

•135. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the Honb 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(/) whether the attention of the Government lias been drawn to tl 
remarks of the Public Accounts Committee of the Government 
India in regard to the denial measures adopted in Bengal wh< 
Japanese invasion \va> apprehended; 

(i7) whether it is a fact that the Bengal Government had acted as age; 
of the Government of India in this matter of denial measures; 

(in') whether it is a fact that the Public Accounts Committee of tl 
Government of India has remarked that the Bengal Governmei 
had issued orders to the Treasury Officers to pay out money c 
demand to Government officers without the intervention of tl 
Accountant-General ; and 

(»r) whether it is a fm;t that the Public Accounts Committee of tl 
Government of. India has remarked that the Bengal Governmei 
had issued orders to the treasury officers to pay out money c: 
demand to Government officers in some cases without the nece 
sary safeguard of giving to Treasury Officers specimen < 
signatures or even the names of officers wlio are entitled to denial 
payment P 
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(6) If the answers to (tit) and hr) are in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

W that in this connection the Public Accounts Committee of the Govern- 
ment o? India has clearly stated that they could not see any 
justification whatever for not taking elementary financial 
precautions ; 

(n) that the sums in the neighbourhood of Rs,3 erores have been held in 
suspense by the AuditoyGeneral pending audit in connection with 
the matter referred to in (o) and (c) (0 ; and 

(iii) that the Public Accounts Committee of the Government of India has 
said that they would recommend that the Central Government 
should not accept the debits if further investigation raises doubts 
as to whether the money was actually spent for the purpose for 
which it was meant? 

(d) If the answers to (in), (h') and (r} are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the steps, if any, taken to find out who 
were the persons responsible for this, and the result thereof? 

MINI8TER-IN-CHARGE of the Finance Department (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Coswami): («) The answer is in the affirmative. , 

(/>) Hi the emergent conditions which prevailed, Collectors were author- 
ised to exercise freely their existing powers under Treasury Rule 27 which 
runs as follows: — 

“A Collector may, in circumstances of urgency, by an order in writing 
authorise and require a Treasury Officer to make a payment, not being a 
payment of pension, without complying with the provisions of these rules. 
In any such case Collector shall at once forward a copy of his order and a 
statement of the circumstances requiring it, and the Treasury Officer shall 
at once report the payment, to the Accountant-General.” 

Rut this authorisation did not in any sense relax the requisite subsisting 
safeguards for the purpose of tracing or verifying payments. Where such 
safeguards were not complied with, it was not because of any instructions 
given by Government but purely as a result of inadequate appreciation by 
local officers of the nature of safeguards required in individual cases. 

(r) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(d) The matter i* under examination. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN a . With reference to answer (M, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government issued any 
circular to Collectors giving instructions in this respect? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mv answer is quite 
clear that Government in 1942 authorised the Collector to make use of 
Treasury rule 27 with all safeguards. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government will consider the desirability of placing a copy 
of this authorisation letter on the Library table? 

The Hon'blo Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: We cannot place 
such a letter before the House. I have already informed you and informed 
the honourable members through my reply ( d ) what the Government 
instructions exactly were. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (d), will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state when we may expect the result t of the 
examination ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: The enquiry is still 
in progress and the audit is going on. Further, the Government of India 
h ave been kept informed of the progress of the examination. 



UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(anawera to which were laid on the table) 

Black-out in trains. 

42 . Babu SHYAMA PROSAD BARMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(t) that there are no arrangements for lig'hts in the trains of the Bengal 
and Assam Railway ; and 

(tt) that this total black-out causes gVeat inconveniences, hardship and 
loss of property to the passengers when boarding and leaving 
trains, which are invariably overcrowded ? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether this black-out 
in the trains is due to the light restriction order of the Government? 

(c) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of making 
arrangement for shaded lights in the trains P 

MINISTER IN CHARGE of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain): (a) (%) I am 

aware that in some of the trains running on the Bengal and Assam Railway 
system, there are no arrangements for lights in the compartments. 

(«) I am aware of the fact that it is causing inconvenience, hardship and 
sometimes loss of property of passengers travelling. 

(6) No. It has been due to acute shortage of electric light bulbs and 
thefts of bulbs from trains. 1-Up, 2-Down, 3-Up and 4-Down mails on the 
broad gauge, have, however, been equipped with iroh-clad anti-theft fittings 
and iignts have been provided. Three of the broad gauge rakes working on 
6-Up, 6-Down, 7-Up, 8-Down, 9-Up, and 10-Down Mails have also been fitted 
with these fittings and lamps. The work on the remaining rakes is in 
progress and fitting of further rakes will also be taken up. 

(c) The Railway Administration informs me that they have made 
arrangements to manufacture iron-clad anti-theft fittings and~ stock is being 
equipped a* rapidly as shop outturn and the supply of train lighting lamps 
permit, and I am asking them to expedite. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURI: Honourable Member 

TOtf* ewfew wHt<ni Of cw wrro wtcro cfrt? TOwOrcro cm cwtw 

allegations % fV? af?a TOl'crofr totowh cw sssfir to lights* ^rstc* 

CTO ’tow?? toto — 

Mr. if. N. GUPTA: wrfOr question^ TOrfl =n 1 

Mr. SPEAKER : wtft jrwft 1 tT!f rot jero TOc-n fV 4 t tto 5ft *5 r 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: *11 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURI. 4 * totoi public to 
fwfafrtfHtH ftn 4t to* Government ^OfT? wero Of? 

Mr. J, N. GUPTA: wi # wtfa wii 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURI. ct cjw mtrtv 

ron toto 151 wOrTOi 4 to wro ; A. B. Ry. Zone 4 witfr faro wmi to 

Of ? A. B. Ry.4f cw to* E. B. Ry,4i tow cwtw toto ctoth wttcfci cwm tptti wft 1 
crofts mtfr frottrom TOro Of? 

Mr, J. N. GUPTA: t wnKTOwrtro to* 1 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : 4-O, crow <*fa to wit, 
Wtt 4<TO 4TOtfcl TO CTO I 

Mr.* 4 . N. BUPTA : ctotto wtcu wtra to 1 
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it *f HAN ? RA i ?° Y: With «Wce to answer (6) where 

nf ‘te work ou the remaining rakes is in progress and fitting 

to fcSftU vrlZ W1 1 a9 ? k be ta ^ n u ,l\ wi| l the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House when the work will be finished? 

Mf« Ja N. CUPTA: It is not possible to say. 

®***NDRA ROY: In the ease of upper classes, lights 
have been^tted up m the compartments. Will the IWble Minister be 
pifased to tell the House whether it is possible for third class and inter- 
mediate class compartments to be fitted up with lights? 

Mra «J. Ns GUPTA: An attempt is being made to provide them. 

. CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

lVo e House when the result of his attempt will lie known to the 
people P 


Mfa ila N« CUPTA: As soon as fittings and lamps are available. 

Mra NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister defi- 
nitely state whether any arrangements have been made for providing elec* 
tric bulbs in the Darjeeling Mail, in the Assam Mail (Up) and in, the 
•Siligun Passenger? 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA: They have already been provided. 

Mr, NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that the mail and passenger trains which I have just stated have not been 
fitted with electrical bulbs yet? 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA: I would refer the honourable member to answer (b). 

Appointment of clerks in the D.I.B.’s offloe. 

43, Mr. MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing — 


(t) the number of clerks appointed under the D.I.B.’s — 

(1) on probation, and 

(2) permanently, 

after the enforcement of the Service Communal Ratio Rules ; and 
(ti) the number of them that are — 

(1) Scheduled Castes, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Muslims? 


MINI8TER IN CHARGE of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khuraja 8ir Nazimuddin): (i) (1) Seven. 

(2) Two. 

(h)(1) Nil. 

(2) One. 

(3) Eight. 


Condition of health ef female security prisoners. 

44. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge' of the Home (Jails) Department lie pleased to state — 

(t) the names of the female security prisoners now in the Presidency, 
Rajshahi, Dinajpur and other Jails of Bengal ; 

(it) details of conditions of their health and ailments, if any, from which 
they are suffering ; and 


% 
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(Hi) the arrangements that have been made for their diet and medical 
treatment ? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that some of the female security prisoners are suffering from long 

continued diseases ; 

(it) that they applied either for their medical treatment or for their 
release ; 

(Hi) that Mrs. Leela Roy, m.a., a security prisoner detainjpl in the 
Dinajpur Jail, is suffering from a serious disease for about half 
a year; 

(tv) that in spite of the best efforts by and the medical aid given by the 
Jail Superintendent who is also Civil Surgeon, disease has not been 
diagnosed ; and, 

( v ) that her life is in risk? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of releasing all 
the female security prisoners, specially those who are suffering from various 
ailments? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja air NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is placed on 
the Library Table. 

(ty (i) and (it) Yee. 

(Hi) to (d) While in the Dinajpur Jail she had been suffering periodically 
from excessive haemorrhage. As the local treatment did not respond to her 
ailments she was brought over to Calcutta in Mav, 1944, for thorough investi- 
gation and treatment. Her fibroid was successfully operated in the Medical 
College Hospitals, Calcutta. After operation she was retransferred to the 
Dinajpur Jau. On arrival there she complained of urinary troubles. Refer- 
ence was made to the Medical College Hospitals, Calcutta, from which the 
report of the urine culture was received which showed B. Coli infection for 
which she is being given calcium mundalet and alkalies. 

(c) The cases of all security prisoners including female prisoners are 
being reviewed once after six months. No security prisoner will be detained 
longer than is absolutely necessary on security grounds. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'bte Minister be pleas- 
ed to state what steps does the Government propose to take in respect of 
female security prisoners, twelve of whom are suffering from more than 
one disease of a serious and complicated nature for the last few years? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have no such information, but 
security prisoners, male or female, suffering from any diseases receive 
medical attention, assistance and relief. 

Mr. NI&HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it a fact that twelve of them 
are suffering from more diseases than one of a serious and complicated 
nature for a long time past? 

Mr, SPEAKER: This question ought to have been asked first. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS I am not aware of it. 1 ask for 
notice. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Has the Hon’ble Minister himself 
gone through the statement laid on the Library table? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: How does the Hon’ble Minister say 
then that he does not know that they are suffering from more diseases than 
one of a serious and complicated nature? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is not a question. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will ike Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has read the statement laid on the Library 
Table? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU! Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state whether twelve of them are suffering 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are thinking that you are cross-examining a 
witness in a court of law ! 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: No, I am not. I am aware that I 
am in the Chamber. The statement laid on the Library table is not avail- 
able to all the members and the public. He says that he does not know 
that the female security prisoners are suffering from more than one disease 
of a serious and complicated nature and he wants notice. So, I have asked 
him whether he has read the statement laid on the Library table and if so, 
whether he can say that twelve of them are suffering from various diseases 
of a serious and complicated nature for a long time past. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow any more questions on that. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The honourable member first, 
asked whether the female security- prisoners were suffering from more than 
one disease of a serious and complicated nature. 1 said “I have no such 
information”. If the honourable member has seen the statement, he will 
sec 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have not allowed that question. Mr. Kundu, if 
you have any other questions to put, you may do so. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the IWblc Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Government will consider the desirability of setting 
up a Medical Board consisting of official and non-official medical exerts 
to advise the Government as to whether some of these lady prisoners suffer- 
ing from any serious diseases should not be released forthwith on .the ground 
of health? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Whenever* the condition of any 
prisoner becomes serious or precarious, certainly Government refer the case 
to a Medical Board and on their advice the prisoner is released sometimes 
on medical grounds. But in this particular cast 1 , most of the female security 
prisoners are suffering from throat trouble, tooth trouble or other troubles 
of a minor nature and not from any serious diseases as Mr. Kundu referred 
to in his question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stole how Miss Prova Mazinndar who was found on examination 
to have an arrested focus in the right lung is now doing? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: At present, she is not getting any 
temperature. Her condition has improved after her examination by a 
specialist. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state what treatment she is undergoing? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI ; T am unable to give the details. 
But the ear, nose and throat spec ialist treated her for her ear trouble. She 
is free from that trouble now. As regards mal-nutrition, she bas also not 
lost any weight recently. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what treatment is being given to Miss Kamal Das Gupta? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* I refer the honourable member to 
the reply given by me 15 or 20 minutes ago. 

Mr. HI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state what treatment is given to Miss Banalata Sen who is suffering 
from neurosis and pain in chest and Bpine? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* She is suffering from throat trouble 
and from no other disease. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: What treatment is being given to 
her? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: She was examined by the ear, nose 
and throat specialist who prescribed a regular course of treatment. I can- 
not give the details. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state what treatment is given to Mrs. Helena Dutta who is 
suffering from fibrositis of the right suprascapular region and vicereptosis? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 cannot give the details of the 
treatment, but she is being treated by a medical expert. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether Miss Uma Guha who complained of urine trouble, 
uterine hemorrhage and also complained of pain in her appendix region 
underwent an operation? How is she doing nowp 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, an operation was per- 
formed and her appendix has been removed. She has no pain so far as her 
appendix trouble is concerned. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN. In view of the unsatisfactory and in- 
complete answers given about these security prisoners, will the Government 
yet consider the desirability of setting up a Medical Board consisting of 
official and non-official expert* to examine them and to report to Govern- 
ment P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The answer is in the negative. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Miss Chaya Guha who was administered a course 
of auto-vaccine treatment due to her chronic throat troubles has improved? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On account of her throat trouble, 
auto-vaccine was prepared from her throat phlegm and saliva. The whole 
course of treatment has been completed and she is now getting on well. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if in the case of Miss Asha Roy who complained of pain in 
ner back and abdomen any X-ray was taken? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. From the report 
I don’t find that any X-ray was taken. She was given bromo-valerian 
mixture for her pain in the hack and abdomen. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In the case of Miss Suhasini 
Ganguli who is said to have been suffering from filarial infection, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if she has got over that and has been 
cured? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED*ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Miss Kiron Chakrabarty showed signs of tuberculosis 
when she was in Dinajpur jail? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for nqtice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer just now 
iven, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to enquire whether the Civil 
urgeon in'charge of the Dinajpur Jail reported that she was having night 
weats, slow temperature and had lost weight? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: She used to have night sweats and 

low rise of temperature and her weight which was 90 lbs. had come down 
o 04 lbs. She lost about 5 lbs. That is true, but there is no confirmation 
if the diagnosis that she was suffering from tubercular infection. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Has X-ray examination been taken 

n her case? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
doused to state what treatment is being given to Miss Sails Sen who is 
iaid £o be suffering from chronic dyspepsia and losing her weight gradually? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: She was suffering from dyspepsia. 

>he is being given regular treatment and diet as suggested by the surgeon. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is she improving? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In case of Mrs. Labanyaprova Das 
iupta who i> suffering from cholelithiasis will the Hon’ble Minister be 
) leased to state if she has been taken to the Medical College Hospital by tlr~ 
ime? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
pleased to state when she was transferred from Dinajpur Jail to the Pre 
lency Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Kundu, this is a question relating to a lar 
number of security prisoners. If you go on putting questions like this a 
ask about details, he will necessarily answer in that way. The best thi: 
for you would be to pul fresh questions. 

Mr. NISHITHA HATH KUNDU: All right, Sir. 

Medical treatment of Sj. Kanina Mitter, a $*ourity prisoner. 

45. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon'l 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to sta 
whether i.t is a fact — 

(i) that security prisoner Si. Karuna Mitter at present in the Presides 
Jail has" been complaining for the last seven months or mo 
of the following ailments, viz., progressive deafness, nose, throa 
lung, intestinal and arthritic troubles, etc.; 

(it) that he has been asking for immediate arrangements for prop 
diagnostic examination and treatment by a specialist at Dover 
ment expenditure, or to be allowed to arrange specialist treatme 
inside jail at his own cost by, amongst others, Dr. N. Banerj 
and Dr. S. Bluftiacharjee ; 
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(Hi) that he was sent to the Medical College Hospital and to the School 
of Tropical Medicine as an outdoor patient for treatment by 
Drs. S. Roy, S. It. Chandra, A. K. Ghosh and Rew; 

(iv) that he was advised an “immediate’ ’ operation for septic tonsils by 

Dr. S. Roy and Dr. S. R. Chandra; 

(v) that a course of Milk injections was prescribed for him by Dr. 

Chandra; and 

(vi) that he was advised another course of injections which was begun 

by Dr, Roy at the Tropical School, but was abruptly stopped by 
the jail authorities failing to send him to Tropical School as 
advised P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether arrangements for the aforementioned operation, as advised 
by Drs. S. Itoy and Chandra, were made ; and 

(it) whether the course of Milk injections and the medicine were adminis- 
tered to him in the Jail Hospital as prescribed and directed by 
the aforementioned specialists, Drs. Chandra and Roy? 

(c) If the answer to ( b ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that m a written communication addressed .to the Additional Secretary, 
Mr. Porter, Mr. Mitter informed Government of all relevant facts and 
circumstances concerning his ailments — 

(i) complaining neglect of proper and systematic treatment In respon- 
sible authorities concerned ; and 

(it) asking that his case might be placed before the Medical Board for 
report? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether Government have made any enquiries into the complaints 
contained in the aforementioned written communication of 
. Mr. Mitter; and 

(it) whether Government are considering the desirability of — 

(1) placing the case of Mr. Mitter before the Medical Board, 

(2) his immediate admission into the Medical College Hospitals 
for completion of the courses of treatment including the opera- 
tion as advised by the specialist mentioned above, and 

(3) releasing him either (A) unconditionally, or (B) on any 
conditions on the ground of health to enable him to arrange 
his treatment on his own? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a)(i) and (ii) The prisoner, 
in a number of representations to Government, complained of various diseases 
but on examination by the jail medical officer no abnormality was detected 
in him except septic tonsils. He was subsequently admitted in the Medical 
College Hospitals for the operation of his tonsils but after a few days of 
stay he refused to continue his treatment there as he picked up some quarrel 
with his attending doctor. Ultimately he had to be admitted in the Campbell 
Medical School Hospitals where he had his tonsils removed. Even after 
the removal of his tonsils he h&s been complaining of various ailments and 
recently orders have been issued for X’ray examination of his shoulder, hip 
and spine. He has long been diagnosed as having been suffering from 
neurosis. 

(wi) to (v) t ( b)(i ), (d) and (e)(i) Yes. 

(a) (vi) and (b)(ii) The prisoner himself refused to take the injections. 
Other treatments were administered to him in jail hospital. 
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(c) Does not arise. 

(e)(w)(l) and (3) No. 

(2) He is already having all necessary treatment and I refer the honour- 
able member to my reply to («) of the question. 

Arrest under section 129, Defence of India Rules, and unconditional reloaie 
of security prisoners. 

46. Baku KHACENDRA HATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state — 

(a) the total number of arrests under section 129, Defence of India 

Rules, and detention under the “Restriction and Detention 
Ordinance, No, 3 of 1944“ in the year UM4; and 

(b) the total number of unconditional release of security prisoners in 

the same year? 

The Hon’bi* Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Total uumber of arrests in 

the year 1944, under rule 12?) of* the Defence of India Rules, was 237, out of 
this 118 were detained in that year under Ordinance III of 1944, 

(b) 65. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Regarding memorandum of Bengal Chatkal Maxdur Union. 

•137. Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department aware — 

in that, on the 4th July, 1943, a deputation of jute workers on behalf 
of the Bengal Chatkal Mazdur Union waited on him with a 
memorandum over the signature of 50,309 jute workers from 
various mills in the Calcutta Industrial urea; 

( ii) that the said memorandum contained the workers’ demand for a 
Government Inquiry Committee to investigate into their terms 
and conditions of employment, and to make recommendations for 
adequate scales of dearness allowance; 

(Hi) that he assured the said deputation of sympathetic consideration of 
the workers’ demands and necessary action thereon ; * 

(ir) that no further action has been taken by him; and 
(?>) that, on the 25th October, 1944, the office-bearers of 23 Jute Workers* 
Union, with a total membership of 40,000 have jointly applied to 
his Department for adjudication into their principal demands 
such as adequate dearness allowance, increment of basic wages, 
proper service conditions? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the reason why the Government has hitherto taken no action on 
these repeated and representative representations ; and 
in') what action, if any, does the Government propose to take to prevent 
further deterioration in the condition of the jute workers? 

Tfte Hofl’t* Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: (a) ( i ) to (m) Yea. 

(iv) The Labour Commissioner and his officers are in close touch with the 
workers and the employers and endeavour to have the grievances of workers 
redressed as they come to notice. Disputes in individual undertakings or in 
more than one undertaking with similar issues involved will be referred to 
adjudication as and when , Government are satisfied of the need for settlement 
by adjudication. 
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(v) Yes. The application is dated 24th October, 1944, and is under 
consideration. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALI Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why it has taken such an inordinate time for Government to 
satisfy themselves of the need for settlement by adjudication? 1 

The Hon’blf Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN. Because we have to be satisfied 
thfct the matter requires adjudication. 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The application is dated July, 1943, 
and the deputation in connection therewith was in February, 1945. What 
has Government done in regard to this particular case? lias there been 
any adjudication order ? 

The HonMWe Mr, K. 8HAHABUDDIN: No, Sir. I may refer the 
honourable member to my answer (a)(iv). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in this particular case ^Government have or have not 
been satisfied of the need for settlement by adjudication? 

The Jfon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN* Sir, 1 think my honourable 

friend is confusing. This is not a particular case but a general case relating 
to the number of workers. I submit, Sir, that the question as to what has 
been done in a particular case does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government are aware that only last week there was a 
big rally of workers of many jute mills and they complained of the 
maladministration of the Labour Department and of the inordinate delay 
in listenng to their grievances? 

Mr. 8PEAKER* That question does not arise. 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL! That iH a general question, Sir. On 
the 4th July, 1943, the jute mill workers waited on the Hon’ble Minister 
in a deputation — 

Mr. 8PEAKERS You can ask a specific question. You can ask about 
incidents that have taken place. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. With reference to questions (a)(iii) 
and (iv) } will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why no action was 
taken in spite of the assurances held out to the deputation of July, 1943, in 
expediting settlement by adjudication? 

Thi Hon'ble Mir. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 would again refer my 
honourable friend to my answer (<i)(ir). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government are aware of the existence of a great amount of 
discontent amongst the workers in and around Calcutta belonging to jute 
mills aud other industrial concerns over the question of delay in disposal 
of their grievances and working of the machinery of conciliation ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Shahabuddin, you need answer the first part of 
the question only. 

The Hon* be Mr. K. 8HAHMUDDIN: Does the first part relate to 
the grievances of the workers sojfar as their conditions of service are con- 
cerned or as far as the working of the Department is concerned? 

Of# NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have asked whether Government are 
aware of existence of great discontent amongst the labourer of jute 
mills and^bther industrial concerns in and around Calcutta for inordinate 
delay and maladministration of the Labour Department of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal in dealing with their complaints. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot bring in maladministration. You can 
mk about the delay in disposal of cases by reference to a conciliation 
board. • 

The Hoft’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABU.DDIN: That I have already 

answered. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Delay is one aspect of maladministra- 
tion. 

The Hon*ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: As far as delay is concerned 
I would refer my honourable friend to answer ( a)(iv ). The Labour officers 
of Government are in close touch with the workers and whenever any 
individual or particular case is represented to them they take all possible 
steps for conciliation. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state how long ordinarily the officers of the Department wait in expec- 
tation of conciliation and the good grace of employers to enable them to 
come to a decision regarding reference lor adjudication? 

Mr, 8PEAKER. 1 do not think that question arises. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment). 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Private Forests Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’bte Mr. PREMHARI BARM A: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
present the unanimous report of the Select Committee on the Bengal 
Private Forests Bill, 1944. 

The Calcutta Improvement (Howrah Amendment) Bill, 1844. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maidvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I 
beg to present the Preliminary Report of the Select Committee on the 
Calcutta Improvement (Howrah Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Sir, we have not been able to finish our business yet. By a motion of 
the Assembly this Bill was referred to a Select Committee which was to 
submit its report by the -list of January, 1945. We had four or five 
sittings but we have not been able to finish our work. W r e now want to 
extend the time, with ihe permission of Mr. Speaker, till the 30th April, 
1945, instead of till the 31st March, 1945, as was originally given notice 
of. 


Mr. Spaaker: Yes, you have my permission. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulyi JALALUDDIN AHMADs I beg 

also <o move that the date for submission of the final report of the Select 
Committee on the Calcutta Improvement (Howrah Amendment) Bill, 1944, 
be extended till the 30th April, 1946. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALl Sir, with reference to this motion we 
want to make a few observations. This Bill regarding the improvement 
yf Howrah has been under contemplation for nearly quarter of a century 
and for nearly five long years in this House. We have been hammering 
various Governments to take up this question as one of the most important 
and urgent questions to relieve the distress of the people of Howrah. There 
is hardly any difference of opinion between different parties in the Legis- 
lature and, to crown all, this measure has been given the benedictions of 
no less a powerful organisation than the European party of this House and 
yet we fail to understand why Government is shilly-shallying in this 
matter. Have they entered into an unholy league with those capitalist 
27 
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owners of buttees and lands who feel that their primary interests might be 
affected thereby? Hare they been reticent or slow because they think 
Ihat Howrah does not consist of a majority of Mussalman population? 
I demand an explanation, and we want to know also at what stage 
the progress now remains. It is simply ridiculous that a healthy measure 
of this character which was sponsored and supported by all sections of the 
House should remain still in the stage of a Select Committee. We thought 
that during the current session this Bill will pass through the Assembly 
at least ana will get through the Council at as early a date as possible, 
but why is this inordinate delay? Sir, it is rumourned that the Govern- 
ment decided to consult some experts and, as often happens, the experts 
put forward certain suggestions which, though necessary in the interests 
of public health and self-governing institutions, the Government of the 
day is finding it difficult to accept — at least some of those suggestions. 
There also we want the Government to tell the House what their attitude 
is and why they find it necessary' to delay the matter. Is it because the 
expert opinion is such that it will involve some expenditure by the Gov- 
ernment or is it of such a nature that Government might be thinking it 
absurd or impossible of attainment within a reasonable length of time? 
In any case we want a fuller explanation with greater detail of the pro- 
gress so far made in support of the statement and the announcement that 
Government would require more time with the further short-notice amend- 
ment that even the time up to 31st March, 1945, would not be sufficient 
and yet {mother month would have to be added thereto, that is, till the 
30th April, 1945. All these show extenne reluctance on the part of 
Government to proceed with this legislation. Ix»t Government frank]} 
state their case; let us know whether Government is prepared to pursue 
this measure — a measure which Government most generously promised to 
pursue two years ago in reply to a certain cut motion of the European 
party when the then Minister in charge, Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, gave 
the fullest assurance of proceeding with it at an immediate future. But 
that was two years ago. We want no further delay and we want to knou 
by what maximum and latest time Government is expecting to put this 
measure actually into operation so far as the improvement of Howrah is 
concerned. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr 

Speaker, Sir, I assure the honourable member that Government is most 
anxious to proceed with this legislation. As a matter of fact it was Sir 
Henry Birkmyre who was very anxious for the improvement of Howrah 
and it was at his instance that this Bill has been taken up, and I can 
assure the House that Government is as anxious as anybody else for the 
passage of this Bill. We have given a preliminary report of the work 
that has been done in the Select Committee but there are some drafting 
difficulties which have got to be removed and I take the House into my 
confidence when I say that this has caused the delay. This is only a 
matter of legislative draft and with regard to the expert, that is, the 
Valuer of the Calcutta Improvement Trust, there is no difficulty that 
stands in our way. On account of the various engagements of the various 
members of the Select Committee and myslf, it has not been possible to 
bold more meetings. We hope to finish the consideration of the Bill by 
the 30th of April. In the meantime, if we can finish it earlier, we wifi 
do so. As I have said in my preliminary report, we had our last meeting 
on j the 30th January, 1945 * After that we could not meet, but we hope 
we will be able to finish consideration of the Bill within the time asked 
for. I can assure the House that there is no obstruction on the part of 
anybody and this Bill will he placed before the House this session, if 

Mr. 400 ItH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is it positively the last time? 
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Ttw Hon’bte Khan Bahadur Maulvi 4ALALUOOIM AHMAD: 1 

think to, provided the members attend. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad 
that the date for submission of the final report of the Select Committee op 
the Calcutta Improvement (Howrah Amendment) Bill, 1944, be extended 
till the HOth April, 1945, was then put and agreed to. 

Amendments to the Bengal Motor VohMes Rides, IBM. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, in accordance with sub- 
section ( 3 ) of section 133 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1939 (IV of 1939), a)l 
rules made under the Act by the Provincial Government (i) shall be laid 
for not less than 14 days before the Provincal legislature (both Chambers) 
as soon as possible after they are made, and (ii) shall be subject to 8U<$I 
modifications as the legislature may make during the session in which 
they are so laid. 

Accordingly, amendments made to the Bengal Motor Vehicles Hulas, 
1941), by the Government ot Bengal under the Act and published under 
notifications No. 388-T., dated the 30th January, 1945, No. 7273-T., dated 
the 5th December, 1944, No. 0515-T., dated the 8th November, 1944, No. 
-5G88-T. , dated the 10th October, 1944 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. So far m 
the motor vehicles rules made after the last session of the Assembly are 
concerned, I submit the honourable member is in order — rules made on 
the 30th January, 1945, and rules made on the 5th December, 1944, also 
— bcause probably they wen 1 not circulated before the last session, but, 
Sir, when we come to rules made in November, PM4, in October, 1944, and 
in August, 1943, 1 submit that these rules ought to have been placed 
before the legislature before these were actually passed and adopted and 
given effect to. The Act requires the same. If they have not been done 
so, they remain subject to the same disability, if challenged in the court 
ot law, as the Government have chosen to accept for them, it is not 
permissible for Government to [dace these rules before the legislature ttt 
this stage because the provisions of the Act have already been contravened 
and by a post-mortem attempt Government cannot legalise or regularise 
the rules which have been already irregular and ultra vires so far as the 
provisions of the Act are concerned. I, therefore, submit that you would 
not permit the laying on the Table of such of the rules as were made long 
before the previous session of the Assembly. They must remain subject 
to the interpretation that the court of law would be pleased to give it) 
them in case they are challenged in the court. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Half the objection of Dr. Sanya) 
will disappear after I have completed. He c an only object to one notifica- 
tion but not to others. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Please go on. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: And No. 2029-T., dated the 

31st August, 1943, all these amendments are laid before the members of 
this House. 


The amendment notified in August, 1943, was not placed before the 
Legislature earlier by reason of an oversight which is regretted. The 
amendments notified in October, November, and December, 1944, ware 
not placed before the Legislature earlier because the Advocate-General has 
advised that the provisions of section 133(3) of the Motor Vehicles Act, 
1939, can be complied with only when both Chambers of a bicameral 
legislature are in simultaneous session. 

From this it will appear that so far as amendments made in October, 
* November and December are concerned, no infringement has been made of 
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the Motor Vehicles Rules of 1940 because both the Chambers of the Legis- 
lature were not in session and the Advocate-General has advised that 
both the Chambers must be in simultaneous session when these can be 
placed. I)r. Sanyal can only object to the notification made in October, 
1948, which was not duly placed before the Legislature. That was through 
oversight and that is regretted. But he cannot object to the other notifi- 
cations being placed before the Legislature now. That is the Advocate- 
General’s opinion. I place all the notifications before the House. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, it is an astounding sort of 
opinion we have just listened to. I hope that you will kindly look into 
the necessary sections and give us the necessary direction so far as it lies 
in your power. Let the Court decide whatever it likes. If the Advocate- 
General has to contest on behalf of the Government on fees that he would 
earn there, let him press his point of view there. 

Mr. 40GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA. Sir, I only wanted to point out 
thftt ihe opinion of .the Advocate-General that unless the two Houses 
are in session simultaneously these rules need not be put before the Legis- 
lature seems to be just a way out for the illegality that has been com- 
mitted. I do hope — I have not looked into it — that you will look into the 
matter and not allow an irregularity to be regularised in an illegal 
manner. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, may I request that you will kindly 
ask the Advocate-General to come and address the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think it is necessary. I think this point 
.was raised by Dr. Sanyal once 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Several times. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: And I had to make certain observations on it. That 
appears in the report — I think in Vol. LVII, No. I, page 425. I gave 
my opinion there and 1 stick to that opinion and that is this. Undoubted- 
ly it was the duty of the Government to place it before the House as 
early as possible, but there has been an omission on the part of the Gov- 
ernment in this respeot. In respect of at least one that is admitted; as 
to the others I have not got the dates before me now — there might or 
might not have been omissions on the part of the Government. But the 
real point is this, whether I should disallow laying them before the House. 
I do not think I should do this. I allow these to be laid before the House 
subject to correction by the House. As to what its effect will be is not a 
matter for me here to say but it may come up for decision in courts. 
That is quite a different matter. So, I rule out the point of order raised 
by Dr. Sanyal and I allow all the amendments to be laid before the 
House. 

The Bengal Non-Agricultural Ttnanoy Bill, 1845. 

Jhe Hon’blt Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea: Sir, I beg to introduce the 
Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1945. 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill). 

The Hon'ble TARAK NATH MUKER4EA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1945, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of: — 

(1) Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. Md. Abul Fail, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Aulad Hoseain Khan, 

(4) Maulvi Abdul Hakim (Mymensingh), 

(5) Haji Safiruddin Ahmed, 
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(6) Mr. Shyama Prosad Barman, 

(7) Rai Sahib Jagat Chandra Mandal, 

(8) Mr. Mia Abdul Hafiz, 

(9) Mr. Radhanath Has, 

(10) Mr. J. A. Powell, 

.(11) Maharaja Srishchandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar, 

(12) Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, 

(13) Mr. Upendra Nath Harman, and 

(14) The llon’ble Minister-in-ehnrge of the Revenue Department (the 

mover), 

with instructions to submit their report within seven days from the date 
of the commencement of the next Session, the number of members forming 
the quorum being five. 

Sir, in fact it is not a new Bill — 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 'Hie 
Hon’ hie Minister has not specified any date. There must be some tipu* 
fixed to guide the members of the committee, and it would be irregular to 
keep that date indefinite. He has said “seven days after the beginning 
of the next session.” The next session may or may not bo held within 
a year. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I)r. Sanyal, that is exactly my advice that he has 
followed. I have often found that application for extension of time comes 
in. The time expires in between two sessions and nothing can be done 
in between two sessions. Before my time the practice has been for the 
Speaker of the House to extend the time, but that practice I held to be ab- 
solutely irregular. To avoid this difficulty, I have advised him just now 
to put it in the way in which he has put it, viz., “seven days from the 
commencement of the next session.” 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is indefinite. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is very definite from the point of view of this 
House in this sense that you can do anything you like. Otherwise there 
will be difficulty. I think there is nothing wrong in that, because even 
if the Committee cannot finish their labour within the time allotted by 
the House, they can come before the House for extension of time before 
the time granted by the House expires. I think this would be the best 
course. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May 1 submit, Sir, that this is a 
procedure which is only going to cover up the sins of the Government by 
a patchwork method. Government have been all along very very slow in 
regard to pursuing measures — sometimes very valuable measures and when 
they find that the work is not completed due to their delinquency mostly, 
they try to take undue advantage of the Office of the Speaker or of tne 
Speaker himself to extend the time. If the House gives a definite time 
then the Government will have a definite direction to complete the work 
by that time. That is a healthy procedure which will keep the Govern- 
ment alert and this manner of giving a long rope to Government is only 
to hang the Government, not to hang the Bill. Either, Sir, there must be 
a specific time given, or let there be straightaway discussions in the House. 
We know that we have to get some direction, some idea as to the definite 
time by which the legislation is likely to come before the House. If you 
keep it indefinite till the next session or seven days from the commence- 
ment of the next session of | the Assembly, there is hardly any chance of 
•this measure coming up before the House. Therefore, I submit that it will 
be extremely irregular. There has never been such practice before. It is 
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a new innovation which even though through your generosity you may try 
to help Government to come out of their own delinquencies by this method, 
would not be consistent with the practice that we have been following or 
the practice followed in other Parliamentary legislatures. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is certainly quite open to the House to ask the 
Select Committee to finish their laliour by a certain date, but this House 
certainly cannot take any steps for not finishing their labour by that 
date until the House meets again. If it is to be done within a particular 
session while the House is in session, I can understand that; but if it is 
going to be beyond that session, then certainly no indulgence will be 
shown to anybody by granting only seven days time for the submission 
of the Report. But I am not going to say this way or that way. That 
to the best course that struck me. If you insist that a particular date 
atlould be fixed, personally I have no objection. This course appears to 
ine to be better and more reasonable, because that will avoid a lot of un- 
necessary troubles. There may be difficulties whether the Select Com- 
mittee would sit after the expiry of that date. If the Committee do not 
finish their work, the question as to whether they can sit or not after that 
date will come up. I am speaking off-hand of the real difficulty. This 
must not be taken as any decision. To my mind the difficulty arises out 
of the fact that the Select Committees, as they have got to be formed 
under the rules, are practically in the hands of Government, but the 
Select Committees ought not to be in the hands of Government at all. 
The Select Committees should be committees in the hands of the House, 
hut according to the present rule, we cannot do that, because the Chair- 
man is the Minister-in-Charge. My own opinion is that of all the Com- 
mittees of this House, the Deputy Speaker should be the proper person to 
Vie the Chairman. But that leads to the modification and amendment of 
the rules. As the rules now stand you can do whatever you like. If you 
nttist that a definite date should be fixed, you can do it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why not the first day of the 
Session itself? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first day may be a particular date for definite 
purposes. Any way, I do not think there should he any further discussion 
about that. 

The Hon’Mft Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA : Sir, I say “within seven 
days from the commencement of the next session or the 31st of July, 1945, 
whichever is earlier”. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, Dr. Sanyal has made a 
suggestion that if the matter be taken idefinitiey on the basis of the sit- 
ting of the legislature, the first day is much better, because if the 
Government wants to sidetrack the very important Bill which is hanging 
for more than seven years, if an earlier date is not fixed, Government 
will try to rush through the Select Committee within the seven days of 
fhe session. 1 feel that when the House is in session, the members of 
the Select Committee will not be able to do justice to the very important 
matters. If the first day of the sitting of the House is fixed, Government 
will have to take steps for meeting earlier and the members of the Select 
Committee will be in a better position to discuss the matter than if the 
matter is rushed through. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite appreciate your remark, but the difficult}* 
u that it may be that on the first day or during the recess I mav die or 
some of the members may die and the House will be adjourned that very 
day. 
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TIM Hon’bl* Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, as I have already 
stated, it is not a new Bill : a Bill of this nature was in the House for 
the last three years or more. It is known to the House that a committee 
of the legislature had to investigate the rights of the tenants of non- 
agricultural lands in the province and to make recommendations as to 
what should be done to protect the tenants. The committee circulated its 
report in May, 1941, and after careful consideration of the recommenda- 
tions of the committee Government formulated their proposal in the shape 
of a Bill in September 1941. It was widely circulated by the Government 
for eliciting public opinion in order to save time and so there is 
no more any necessity for circulating the Bill over again for eliciting 
public opinion. In the present Bill the provisions of the previous tempo- 
rary Bill have been modified and enlarged in the light of the experience 
gained bv the actual working of the temporary' Act for more than three 
years an<l the suggestions of various public bodies have also been taken 
into account. The main feature of the Bill as indicated in the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons I need not repeat. It is not necessary for 
me at this stage to explain in detail the provisions of the Bill as the Bill 
is proposed to be referred to a Select Committee where various sections of 
the House will get ample opportunity to discuss the merits of the Bill and 
suggest amendments. I hope my proposal will be accepted by the Rouse. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED GHOWDHURI S Sir, I beg to move 

by way of amendment that the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1945, 
he circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th April, 
1945. 


wtft 4$ forfci whs tfEtcn w*rr Tfrta whit *fo\5fr t at forth u wf*n xtifol 

W C’TtoTC* Wtt* Wfl C* WTtCTI TO TOW ITCH W aTOtl TOW 

wfor-xT* tow tot nfo # * atca, a*; atfowf * ^wttor *tforirc w*i wtfa fosta fiatlt 
arr=r wfii i o* cwr Tmw wfotv oti tpjti wftrs wwts wt*rfa atra ai i 
wfes CTO C^ffTO C^tTO '3t5tV TPCfl Wf%tf5 H I a4tR 5fa*5tWffol fwjt Ttt I 
wtfo $*fwt* wfori ah wfroft, wm ^ wfot* ah wfwraf* ctt fore* whs *rcspr wii 
oN i at wr^i forwent wtforc wtft wit aremtw hctt* wfitasff a »ncf 

fc’tfvS CTH WI nRH wfifCH I 

Mr. EYED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, I beg to move that the following 
name be added to the personnel of the Select Committee proposed on the 
Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1945, namely: — 

Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhuri, 
if the Government agrees to accept it. 

Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the following 
name be added to the personnel of the Select Committee proposed on the 
Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1945, namely: — 

Mr. Ramizuddin Ahmad II. 

wtft Select Committees fo iforjwsf wfavr TfETOI Til tfTO wft 

Mr. SPEAKER: The consent of the honourable members has not 
been received in the Assembly office. 

Mr. ASIMUDDIN AHMED : 4* trot w ft f Bre w cron m ON! mr, fw% 
wvw*!jwv cat* cm at frot wftSre aft 1 at forti wmgwi wtratroi awS 
fora, wt**i a fo*nr for srt totch 4 hr chi am tfos 1 

Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I have no objection to serve on 
the Select Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER : enfc foe* fon 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: They did not send any name in time and 
therefore no name was included from that party. However, the Hon’ble, 
Minister is going to accept it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, I beg to move that the follow- 
ing name be added to Select Committee proposed on the Bengal 
Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1945, namely : — 

Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu. 

I propose his name not because be belongs to a particular group but 
because he was the member who moved a non-official Bill to this effect in 
1939. I think he will be very helpful in the Select Committee and in all 
fairness the member who took trouble to bring in a non-official Bill on the 
same subject should be included in the personnel of the Select Committee. 

Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: Sir, I have 
been with some pains trying to go through the printed report of the Enquiry 
Committee in order to find the reasons for putting this legislation on a 
permanent basis in the Statute Book. I regret to say that I am not at all 
convinced about its necessity. The Bill was in its present form for some 
time in this country and I do not know if proper statistics were taken of all 
cases of alleged hardship of tenants. As a matter of fact, the Transfer of 
Property Act which governs the tenancies was so long quite sufficient to 
deal with alleged discrepancies. If any change was necessary, some 
amendments in the Transfer of Property Act could serve the purpose and 
we do not think that for this purpose a comprehensive legislation like the 
one before the House was at all necessary. In the present Bill an at- 
tempt has been made to give certain rights to the tenancies which they 
never enjoyed. Unfortunately, the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge has not 
been able to convince us about the necessity of this legislation. If these 
tenancies exist for a number of years without eviction, it only argues that 
there is no need for such a legislation. I will understand cases where 
there has been exorbitant increase in rent but, Sir. in this particular 
matter it is not the landlord but the Government in the Khasmahal 
Department who is the biggest culprit. I have cases before me to 
show that in certain cases rent has been enhanced t-o more than 300 per 
cent. (Rai Harendra Nath Chafdhuri : So much the better.) It is 
unfortunate that the poor landlords who are in a minority in the House 
are again being victimised. The classifications of tenancies which have 
been made in the Bill are also unfair. They need a good deal of altera- 
tion. Then, Sir, although the landlords are being deprived of their 
rights and temporary tenants are being given permanent rights, the 
tenants in their turn will have the advantage of transferring their land to 
the third party by paying a nominal transfer fee and I do not know if 
there will be in future another legislation doing away with this transfer 
fee as well, as was the case with the Bengal Tenancy Act. I strongly feel 
that the legislation which is being enacted is of an expropriatory charac- 
ter and should never be proceeded with. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to condemn 
the Government for having delayed this very healthy piece of legislation 
till doomsday. (A voice: Till doomsday?) Yes, because I do feel that 
the doom is already near. It was in 1939 that this House was pressed to 
consider the urgency of some legislation for the tenants residing in nou- 
agricultural areas. That was a time when there was a wave of enthu- 
siasm in all sections of the Heuse to provide better rights and conditions 
for the tenantry, be they in agricultural part of the country or otherwise. 
Since then some magic wand bad been at play to stay and to delay legis- 
lation regarding improvement in tenancy rights, not merely in the non- 
agricultural areas out also in the agricultural parts of the country. 
Time and again attempts have been made by non-official members to invite 
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the attention of Government towards the urgency of the case and we had 
pressed Government and prayed to them that some measure should have 
been adopted in this connection as early as possible. When the Hon'ble 
Sir B. P. Singh Roy was Member-in-Charge lie assured that Government 
was applying their mind to this problem with all possible energy that 
Government could command. A committee was appointed " whicn sub- 
mitted its report in 1941. Shortly thereafter a draft measure also was 
placed before the House. We are surprised that it took Government four 
long years to bring that draft before this legislature and we are still 
more surprised that even after the lapse of such a long time the draft 
that is placed before us is singularly lacking in a true and proper per- 
spective of the problems, particularly problems relating to bustt'es and 
areas where larger sections of the poorer people live in Calcutta, Howrah 
and other big cities. Sir, it is common knowledge that in the city of 
Calcutta there are large Jtustcvs where poor tenants are harassed to the 
extreme extent by designing landlords, sometimes helped and nurtured by 
influential Corporation Councillors and also assisted by the Planning 
Committee of the Improvement Trust and other organisations. For a short 
while Government tried to give them some relief during the promulgation 
of an Ordinance whereby certain evictions and ejections were stayeci. In 
( aleutta and How’rah the big land-holders ut once began to create a row 
and one important effect thereafter is noticed that in the drafting of this 
Bill Howrah and Calcutta, not only Howrah and Calcutta, hut all areas 
over which the Calcutta Suburban Police Act of 188G may be applicable 
have been excluded. That means that Tollvgunge, Garden Reach, 
Cossipore and so on have all been excluded. That is to say, this Bill does 
not contemplate giving relief to the poorer sections of the tenantry in 
( aleutta, Howrah, Tollvgunge, Garden Reach, Cossipore and all those 
municipalities where thousands of poor people have to live under condi- 
tions which beggar description. 

lor some time Sir, the landlords’ hands w r ere stayed through an 
Ordinance and they were not in a position to carry on their wheels of 
oppression over the heads of the poor bvstec- dwellers. But recently with 
. * a f )8e °* .that Ordinance things have become intolerable. J know r that 
in Calcutta itself there are thousands of tenants who are sought to be 
thrown out of their tenancies by the designs of landlords and their agents, 
i , hi/stee-dwellers of Calcutta to-day are faced with a very serious pro- 
blem and added to that the recent drive inaugurated at the instance of 
ills Excellency the Governor for the cleaning of bv*U>e* has come as a 
band’ weapon in the hands of the landlords. 

Sir, I have before me a few instances of highhandedness and far from 
attempting to improve bu&tees and make them habitable either at the cost 
of the Corporation or the Government or the landlords attempts are being 
made to summarily eject the tenants and get big palatial building built 
thereon throwing the bustee- dwellers practically on the pavements of 
Calcutta. In my quarter of the town where I live while at Calcutta, 
near about No. 13, Punditia Road nearly GO families have been given the 
peremptory notice to quit, by a ubiquitous Corporation Councillor wdio 
happens to be a powerful person now because he has got large financial 
interests in a bank and that bank is trying to have bousing company 
associated with it as well, and this Bank, the Ballygunge Bank, having 
recently bought that bustre area at a nominal price, is trying to take 
advantage of the Governor's attempt to clean the bustacs and the landlords 
have started clearing out all tenants of that place. They know that if 
they can do this without the slightest difficulty they can sell the land for 
4 to 6 hundred per cent, of the price they paid for the same. This pro- 
fiteering, this extortion, is going on under the very nose of Government 
and while we are now having before us the Non -Agricultural Tenancy 
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Bill it is surprising tliat Government is not contemplating to give neces- 
sary relief to a large section of people who are thus being harassed by 
wily and designing landlords in 'Calcutta and suburbs. The same thing 
is happening in the Belgatchia and Ultadanga trustees, and we have in our 
possession reports about the misdeeds of many of the bus fee-cleaners who 
under the garb of cleaning the bustees are just going to have them cleaned 
up of the tenants for their own advantage. 

This morning, Sir, one tenant from the Panditia bustee came to me 
with a letter addressed under registered cover to him demanding payment 
of all rent and arrears together with some alleged arrears in respect of 
Corporation rents on that land measuring 1 cotta and 8 ch. supposed to 
have been held by him and a demand notice for Rs. 209-12 has been sent 
to him under registered cover with acknowledgment due, by a lawyer. 
The tenant told me that, so far as he remembered, his monthly rent was 
only Rs. 2-8 and with arrears could not be anything more than Rs. •] at 
the utmost. These poor tenants, some of whom are now' working in small 
industrial organisations or as domestic male or maid-servants in the locali- 
ty, would obviously get frightened when they are faced with a demand notice 
for Rs. 209 and odd and what they said w r as that there w r as litigation 
going on between 2 or if co-sharers of the previous landlord for which 
they fell into arrears. Although they were offering rent to one co- 
sharer or other they were not being given any rent receipts, the other co- 

sharers who did not take the money were always creating troubles and as a 
result there were some arrears. That is admitted, but it is surprising to 
see a tall order like this demanding payment at once of Rs. 209 or more. 
Having failed in their attempt to eject the tenants in an unholy way, 

this subterfuge has now' been taken recourse to to compel some of the poor 

tenants to leave the land of their own accord, so that they might avoid 
this heavy or alleged heavy burden of rent. 

This is not, Sir, w r ith a view to improve Calcutta and jto provide a large 
number of houses. Only recently in the Kalighat area, a bustee was 
similarly acquired by a few wealthy persons by forcibly ejecting and 
evicting a number of poor tenants and what has been built thereon!*' 
During a time when even one brick cannot be had nor an ounce of cement, 
lo ! and behold ! there grows up a stage, the Kalika Theatre, for the en- 
tertainment of the citizens of Calcutta. And how was this possible? It 
was possible only because behind the organisation or rather the main orga- 
nisers were connected with the police and the Corporation. The police, 
Government and the Corporation have entered into an unholy pact and 
alliance to throw out persons, who have been living for nearly a quarter 
of a century and above, with a view' to obtain unholy profits for them- 
selves. 

Sir, I demand that this Bill be so suitably modified as to include all 
classes of tenants living in the town areas including the township of 
Calcutta and suburbs or the Bill should be suitably modified and amended 
and then referred to a Select Committee. 

In this connection, 1 also make an appeal. In view of the present 
state of affairs, taking advantage of the Governor’s desire to improve the 
busters, some persons are trying to throw* out a large number of tenants 
from their homes. Government should come forward as early as possible 
with a suitable ordinance to stop these oppressions. Otherwise I dare say 
there will be extreme hardship leading to disorder and danger to public 
peace if Government persist in their present method of dogged callousness 
in regard to the bmr tec-dwellers. And. Sir, for the delectation of my 
honourable friends opposite I may point out that a large section of these 
btwtee-dwellers are Muslims and many of them are probably supporters 
of the Muslim League Ministry. I demand, Sir. w’hat have they done 
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for their own brethren who are thus being thrown out. Have any of the 
members on that side thought fit to visit the places and give them the 
assurance that is so much needed? 

The other day, Sir, one woman living in a bmtee near about my place 
came round and complained to me that because she touched a branch of 
the Nim tree within her compound a Ballygunge Bank dantan with ten 
others following him thereafter came and threatened her 4 ‘you cannot 
touch the tree”. That is the kind of thing that is happening, Sir, and 
the busiee- dwellers are frightened out of their wits. 

I ask the Hon ‘hie Minister to see if he can include Calcutta, Howrah 
and such other places in and around Calcutta within the purview of this 
measure. Something immediate has also to he done and at least an 
Ordinance should he enacted to give these people protection agaiust 
designing landlords. 

With these words, Sir, 1 oppose reference to a Select Committee and 
I demand that the Bill he proceeded with here and now and made into law 
without any further delay. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: ft: -l>r?, mv*, ** Bill tot* vttTOrinvns 

fac? }a 80 ?tc?wtft c? Calcutta Tenancy Bill *?Tc? $*tftr3 vft??? TO vti wtw TOtf?c? 
wlTOFi ft? Select Committees ?t? I Select Committees C? ??« Vtt?f5?1 ??TO 
vt? *t Bill Calcutta Rent Control Order* ?’? I 4?: TO vc? vfavfTO *v£ 

C*t? I TOV? $<1? 4*P*3 C? ??* VTOTO, VTOt?, vftst? RWTT (TfV toW V?1 4?! 

TO *ft1t*Pft 4$ ? on -Agricultural Tenancy Billow pro vision 4^ 

vPmyrv ?r? <va??? v?i vf? ?c? s?? ic? vi cw. *? wcwr *vfci wftvrft clique vested 

interest <ractfP5 *tc? wftu wtcf l to non -Agricultural Tenancy Bill*! VCVT fctf??» 4?t 
toptt wi *r N sfti -tont? c? ?vi wi ftmretr? vfavtTO new c?uf?cv ?t? am v?f? i 
*?t? cwwt a ft ?cv vfavrai s TOt? ntft’ttftjv a ton wtuti, c?«f?cv 4* 

vr*? otev to am nm vc?cv? i 3 tcv? ?foTvrr?? Sen fv ? tfnn fv ??ro up? c? vfrvrro 
c ? ton tfwtff vtcs toi, srev? inm vftro c new ?fv$ too? nf wvc?? tfwhwtv 
evt ? ?v? :vtv-?tcvj of?c? ?Pfi to *$ wfetftc? c?t? to tfnn ** nw wt?TO~ ?trorr w? 
tot vc? f *v£i ft? wr^i vci ftre TO *?; too? jftre? ftre to a tffin crotft? to $nro 

V?C?? I 

ft: -»Thrpr, ?Tf?, wtft *ft namew wy?t? v?ft a vfavrTO tenanted vvn fv 
c?fci *vTO >spt vc? c&a c?fr i vftvtTO tenant?! wtw a ton ?s?c?f to tot? 

to otfl ftc? ?C?C* VfW 30? landlord CV f%? VtTO, 5t? ?fWt?, n VTWt? VO OTlft 
f?T5 4TWF fwf 4? <WPt document ?i witorto c?ti 4?: 4t cwflt, tenant fans *M 
ntwc?T ^rwtcvF mtt ^ tStn ?nwi T5?fe cm ?trw c? ?4?p! Rent Control 

Order 4? wen rs v foTfkf? cvPr S*rvt? i wf vft & tjvlctf ^c?i 

wtt? vt^i vc? ?c? vc?? c? #Pn tfvtcv? v?t vc?v fvf S’rvr? vicv? vi cwi^t ffc? ?i i 
Transfer of property Act*? Wi Snr? vc? vtft fvj ?«ns 5 Tt i at) *V^l Prt^- historic docu- 
ment. <7lt to* Vt?tc*r? V5PTt?tfC s ni^tlfV4V!yvt?ft^?] I S^ffttn ftcv?itwi I wftffciw 
?pfPr 5 ton am *v^i IwftR ?rrnr? ft? i fvi vtw, ?m zt* ftew? jtw ^mft v?c«vt?v 
VCiCV,»Vt?l?otC? ftvi v?C 5 vt?v vc?c* *v^i pro-historic Transfer of Property Act*? 
wwyr® ^c? ?ft ??vt? ton !jwr?"rcv vtftrc? ifira 5 Pt, afa !jwtf? wro to v?c? m i qstww 
?ft vPrtcvf new ftc? tnus **, ^Tcv? ?ft ?tf%, vfttn, vtlbrotvwi ?Wm wen 

vu ??vr? w* TOc? 4 C*r? wftvo? v?? v'fs vt^Pr vrrs vc? i Transfer of property Act* 
provision vtcv c? 5 a ftc?i notice* vftft? c? cvPf to, c? cvpt tfffCV TO vft f ’tv Sftc? ftro 
*»tci? i *? esc? *np c?t? ?? fftfhr vr? cvtvtq at i c? tjm ?(tTO!?i« 0 m to ?t? 
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TO? wftto cto? 54 ftc?? to <?&! ft r tot? to *? •?$ ft? to 
crt ireft Act to to<f 5 ¥to Ft? TO't? Non-Agricaltural Tenancy Aot^nrcf ?5?t? 
Select Committee c? report toft? <71* report ?*f to? ?to cto to vm tftm 
t to to?, foto 'a ciprti to rrre ?i to* tot? 4* sotft? cto ?fc?m? to 1 ^ 
Toonft *c? ctotft? ft*fc >*sa to? cto ?nsi tor 4 ?m *?i $rm *rr* ft??'* 1 to 
tprc w i*ru 5 Fft~*f?toi, <??; ft$ftfr’tTtf?$ *w? temporary to??tft 
*c?ap, 4?? to *r? to ?ro w?nr tfwft? ftgfci *ft?i ctocs? t tf?ftc«T? ^?-*ft<n to 
?tf?R to? ?t«fT include **!?]$?, to’r? to ft? *?i ?i ?i *?i ?tor 1 to*lft??ft to % 
Select Committees to «f*ngtw toprfos ?c? ?ft? si ?t?rv 1 

?tft ?t?ft? ft? ?ft?«ft $ ?rfc'? omvm <j??f? «rr?rfi^ > c? wft ®t:toRtw 

toot? ??li? ?c?tsp, c? *f?*tto ?fas c? ?? c?t* ?t? *c? iwn fc w? ?tf$ ymt? i 
totofft?? to ^i*Rt?w? tfft ??? ?tt* 3t?i^T *3v5: cto point of view cto*-3 ?ft? to * 

?tft^*rc? r c?to?, c? c¥t? *rc? *c? c?3?i vo>^, c? «rf%*rnr^ *** wt? cto w* to tl?? 
tftot? g tftot? ?ttotm vm Sfas 1 ?t??f?i to w ?i ?i ***, ?mi ??t?to *c? wi?ft 
4?* *<c?i 1 ?t? cto* wrt?nn to ft?? ftc? ?fctoR *c? ?t?ft <4?* toRTse *?t?t, 

roft? ’to ?i <41 *to ftfte ?? 1 ?m?t?i to ?*?tt? ftf ?i *c?? to v?j tof? 
ywiHCTf ft?^ fftt ?t¥C?? I ¥toH5l -r5?cr improve ?ffl? vri Calcutta Improvement 
Trust toft ?m? t Calouttac? improve ¥fi ?tc?, ^5 ?ft? c?PF tors to *C1 Vtm to? 
ftc? C??tr? Cinema, Bioscope, Theatre (*T?n ?c^ 1 ftFi <& c? C5TPF«to SSc? 0f3?i ?’?, ^$f? 
?fW^51 C?C^ Ft^t? (M ?t? ¥?rs ft? c??tr?G ?ftt? Howrah Improvement Trust ?to$ 1 
TOT? to to ?ftc? ftc? (7T?nrr Cinema house c?t?l JTC? 1 TO ?tr? C*tto ? TO “wttojT?” 
?tf 4t ro* totrn 1 4* c? Improvement Trust dj? ?c?j ?rto ?tr? vested interest 
Improvement?? n (^Improvement ?t^t? w??!?!? 4 ! Ft? ?t 1 ?t^t? 

«R?t?tfc*f? ?ft tor¥tm m Ft?, \5trr? to' rm Ft? ^tto to'S 4 to top 1 

<?*TOf '?t® T * 'Sf*. iH* 1 cto FHtft to ?mr? ??^i ^pn ft? to croftpr cro? 

Fto ?l 1 ?r? ?tft tot? ?^5i ct? ¥?to ??^ tot Tft Select Committee 

®tft?i c?to?i 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Sneaker, Sir, I want to say a 
few words in respect of this Bill. I introduced a Bill for the same purpose 
in the year 1939 or 1940. In my Bill I wanted to include the entire pro- 
vince. In this Bill only the mofussil districts will be included. I do not 
understand why the inconveniences of non-agricultural tenants in Calcutta 
and other places will be ignored. The necessity of such a Bill was felt for 
the following reasons. The landlord has the power io eject the non-agri- 
cultural tenant — almost all the non-agricultural tenants with the exception 
of a very few who pav a uniform rate of rent for a long time where the 
tenancy was transferable and heritable. But in other cases tenants were 
ejectable by notice and the landlords were also used to exact high rates of 

f >remium in case of transfer. These two oppressive acts on the part of the 
andlord necessitated a legislation of this nature. Now, these are factors 
which must be taken into consideration when a legislation of this nature is 
enacted. Now if the tenants in the mofasail will get relief from such 
oppressive acts of landlords, why should not the tenants in Calcutta and its 
suburbs get the same relief? I do not find any reason for excluding these 
areas. Sir, this legislation was 'tong overdue and I know that the majority 
of the members supporting the' Government are also in favour of such a 
legislation. I do not know why Government were allowed to delay such a 
legislation although a very large majority with the exception of a handful 
of members were in favour of such a legislation . I would remind honour- 
able members of the responsibility and the duty that they owe in respect of 
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a legislation of this nature. Sir, you have not forgotten the opinions that 
were obtained over my Bill and the Bill that was sponsored by my friend, 
Maulvi Abdul Hakim of your party 

Mr. SPEAKER: Don't say “your party”. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sorry, not of your party but of the 
Government party. The provisions of the Bill ure also far from satisfac- 
tory. As regards the provision for eviction the 4th class of tenants have not 
been giv en any protection. They under certain circumstances will be evict- 
ed. What I suggest is that there should be provision prohibiting eviction 
of all classes of tenants. Eviction should not be allowed in any case. Then, 
Sir, there is a provision for realising premiums on transfer. Sir, non-agri- 
cultural lands are situated mainly in the municipal and bandar areas. Now, 
the valuation of tenancies in mofussil municipal areas is growing every 
year gradually. What is it due to? It is due to the improvement done by 
the municipality at the municipality’s own cost. By providing for premium 
on transfer you are going to give benefit to the landlords which they do not 
deserve because the valuation, as I submitted before, is being increased due 
to improvements made by municipalities’ efforts. So, if any premium is 
to be realised on transfer some portion should go to the municipal fund and 
also to the District Board fund for whose efforts the valuation of tenancies 
is increasing, and not to the landlord. Sir, these are a few suggestions 
that I make now. I would request the members who will be in the Select 
Committee — all the members belonging to all parties and groups of this 
Assembly — to be very careful in modifying this Bill. There is ample scope 
for modification in the provisions of the draft Bill. The Bill should be 
thoroughly overhauled. It is not up to the demand which was expressed 
in the opinions obtained on my Bill and on the Bill sponsored by Maulvi 
Abdul Hakim. You also remember that there were many public 'meetings 
held and opinions expressed. I would also request you to refer to those 
opinions while considering the Bill in the Select Committee. With these 
few words, I would request the Hon’ble Minister also to carefully look into 
the provisions and enlarge the scope of the Bill to make it comprehensive 
and really beneficial to the non-agricultural tenants for whose interests this 
Bill has Been sponsored. 


Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose 
the motion that has been moved by my friend, Khan Bahadur Haji Badi 
Ahmed Chaudhury — the motion for circulation of the Bill for eliciting 
public opinion. This Bill was really circulated for eliciting public opinion 
inasmuch as a similar Bill sponsored by my friend, Mr. Nishitha Nath 
Kundu was circulated and public opinion obtained thereon, which was 
absolutely in favour of a Bill like this. So there is no sense in recirculat. 
ing the Bill for eliciting public opinion. You are aware, Mr. Speaker, 
that there was a Committee appointed on the 1st August, 1&38. We find 
from the report which was submitted by the Committee that it was appointed 
with certain objects m view, namely, to investigate into the rights of the 
tenants of non-agricultural lands in the Province and to make recommenda- 
tions as to what should be done to protect the tenants from eviction at 
the sweet will of the landlords. That was the Committee appointed to investi- 
gate into that problem. So there is no point in referring to the Transfer 
of Property Act of 1882. The Transfer of Property Act however allows 
eviction at the will of the landlord in respect of tenants-at-wiil. Now who 
are the tenants-at-will”? All tenants living in the non-agricultural areas 
or urban areas are considered as “tenants-at-will" under the Transfer of 
Property Act. It was to suggest safeguards against such eviction that the 
said Committee was appointed which reported in the month of May, 1941 
8o there is no reason or sense in referring to the provisions of the Transfer 
of Property Act. The Bill that has been introduced in the Assembly is 
not up to the mark and there is ample scope for improvement. As a matter 
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of fact my friend, Dr. Sanyal, has indicated how improvements can be made 
and Mr. Kundu also has already suggested some improvements that can be 
made in the Bill. We hope ana trust that the Government will accept the 
suggestions that have been made by my friends, Dr. Sanyal and Mr. Kurdu. 
Sir, we do want to refer the Bill to a Select Committee, and we do so in the 
hope that the suggestions made will be incorporated in the Bill. We feel 
that this Bill is Tong overdue. *As I said the Committee appointed for this 

a ose reported in 1941. It is now March, 1945. No more time should 
>st ana we hope that the Bill will become the law of the land in the 
near future. 

With these few words I oppose the motion for circulation moved by my 
friend, Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chaudhury. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED : mfa mm ! mm nm 

fmfft vretrre* J 3 «Tt¥tv tpan wn m m m wfa $<r* Tm 

wtn i mrce c* wwfagwm to tfto tjwtm wn n orsat* 

$mrr tor to to a *fa arm tonspr cw 

afl^fre at*r cvmr wFjrn?, atai a^ft'eaTm mes wf%fre, atcR a^racR adta mtta a^n 57 ^a* 
wr4n afin awt* anmt* a*a arar* tfrarsR 7* to ^ a*r* ?i mfte a r etm 

a^ wtaa va— to mro atfteamtm — mfta j’mTOT — wfatt ar*i, toaa *r* to to. 
arl&iar v^af* *aa«t arm $toi to a* ^wrm cm wtota ai tor ^rm 4$ farea- 
•4srt¥i c<tr? ato$ **1 vm 1 4 * <atot* w ^rmr m y’re mt* ai 1 mfa 4$ to- 

arfi ato-o^c 5 ? »a**f *toa fare to or cafaa w wr*?t mir# to*r* ca a«i vea c^t— marm 
toa tfm m a^ctoa tot tjwtm $*f* or scats m tffsatt* ca asr vra m— or* astre 
tom w»r car* tpsft aro rears atre *torei 3 afas *jwtm 4 $»tra 

c*tt* fare ai me* m ami aaara war 1 *rfa sit aaHatv* hrn *fata fare to or cam 
toronr m'vm vn, fatwtva *«' ta«fr war, to *a *fas catrwa atta tor m fare 
me* *n i mt litre wtorei Ivor am ware ’ttor, f^ov mzi 'itor m store ^tets oNtre 
tor R*ti tors *ftm or^ ^tvn toR m 1 ^ ^nvre oroior toR h? to to- 
^ ^pfor ^ot-wwot tstf^or evsm vzvs rjtre fVf to *ror ^r?r wti wtos ^pi 4? wtot^i 
wor ‘tPfR ^r 1 rs^r tor* fw vr* to ton ottot *torr^i m 4 *: 

4 * wt^m fltdli tor ^ror itre ^f*«n w (tostr* wto muz ^ort* 1 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED. Mr. Speaker, Sir, possibly this is 
the first time 1 am taking part in the debates in this session of the Assembly. 
I think, Sir, that this is a very important Bill and I fail to understand why 
Government has chosen that Calcutta and suburbs should be excluded from 
the operation of this Bill. Member after member has spoken about the ill- 
advised way in which the Bill is going to be pushed through in this House, 
and in that connection reference has been made about the bustee population 
of Calcutta. Everybody knows the difficulties and inconveniences of the 
bustee population of Calcutta and the hardships which the tenants of these 
bustees undergo under the landlords. I had occasion personally to be a 
councillor of the Calcutta Corporation sometime back and once had the 
honour of becoming the Chairman of the Roads and Bustee Committee. I 
had the privilege of going through the different bustees of Calcutta. I 
acquired some personal knowledge and I know also how the religious senti- 
ments of the Muslim bustee imputation are being utilised by the League 
organisation, but when the question of amelioration of the condition of the 
bustee tenants — bustees where Muslim tenants preponderate — I fail to 
understand how men who are very overtealous in thinking about tbe welfare 
of the Muslim population cannot think in terms of betterment of the lot of 
the people of tne bustees. 
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Sir, it reminds me of an occasion when I had to give some judgment in 
regard to the improvement of a bustee. l T nder the Calcutta Corporation 
there are rules by which the lot of the bus tees can be improved and land- 
lords can be compelled to improve the bustee* in different ways. It may 
be asked whv has the Calcutta Corporation lagged behind. 6f late, His 
Excellency the Governor has visited some of these busters and jmssibly the 
Chief Minister Sir Nacimudd in accompanied His Excellency the Governor 
and showed him round the condition oi .the bustee tenants some time back* 
A conference was held after that in Government House or in the Secretariat 
— I am not sure where — and the decision of the conference has been that the 
lot of these busters should be improved. Well, Sir, after that some time has 
elapsed. The Bill is before the Rouse. There was enough time for the 
Ministry to think over the provisions of the Bill, before the whole of 
Calcutta and the suburbs of Calcutta were advisedly excluded from the 
operation of the Bill even after His Excellency the Governor went round 
the bustees and saw with his own eyes the condition of the bustee tenants. 
I do not know, Sir, why the Ministry has not thought it fit that the 6u*ht«.< 
m Calcutta and other places should he included in the operation of the Bill. 
Government owes a duty to the people in this respect. The Bill is being 
referred to a Select Committee. If it is once referred to u Select Committee, 
the Select Committee, will go into only those provisions that are in the Bill 
itself The Select Committee cannot say that Calcutta suburbs should be 
included in the Bill. I submit. Sir, either Government should withdraw 
this Bill or bring in another Bill in another shape, i.e., re-introduce it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not agree that the Select Committee’s hand is 
tied down in that way. 


Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; Well, Sir, if it is not, if these words 
have put some wisdom m the members sitting over there they should state 
so clearly. When the question of representation comes, when the question 
ot communalism comes, they come in their hundreds with flags and festoons 

T' ST™ whttt is * he edition Of these tenant 

.Nothing is done about them I hope, Sir, that the Hon ’hie Minister who is 
in charge of the Bill though he is himself a landlord, will think hundred 
times and advise his brother colleagues that the Bill should be changed and 
presented in another shape so as to include Calcutta and suburbs with a view 
to improve the condition of the bustee tenants of Calcutta and suburbs 
\ou know, Sir bow the bustee tenants live. They approached Government 
several times; they held meetings. Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy presided over 
many meetings. He held out hopes at many meetings, but on the question 
of amelioration of the condition of the bustee tenants nothing is done 
therefore, I say, Sir, that if you ignore the case of these poor tenants a 
senous conflict will ensue. I am not holding out any threat, but if you do 
not ameliorate the condition of the bustee tenants in Calcutta and suburbs 
1 do not know what will happen. But I know something of Calcutta. The 
population, I mean, the people of Calcutta will be faced with a very grave 
crisis in the near future. Sir, member after member has spoken how ihe 
tenants have been thrown out of their houses: after they had built their 
houses by spending a lot of money they had been thrown out of their houses 
and asked to go away with bags and baggages. Hundreds of such oases of 
ejectment have been instituted in the Small Cause Court. 


Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Shamsuddin, wdll you take more time? 

4 Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then the House should adjourn now for prayer. 

(At this stage the House was accordingly adjourned for 15 minutes for 
prayer.) 1 
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( After adjournment.) 

Mr. M. 8HAMSUDDIK AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I was mentioning 
certain facts about the ministerial activities. I am now coming to the 
final conclusion, and I shall now refer to some aspects of the Bill in a few 
words from the Statement of Objects and Reasons wherein it is stated. 

“It is obvious, however, that the degree of protection cannot be the same 
for all classes of tenants and it has been considered necessary to make a 
distinction between tenancies which are — 

(1) of unknown origin or which originated from before the Transfer of 

Property Act, 1882; 

(2) held under a written lease for a specified period of not less than 

twelve years; 

(3) held under a written lease but without specification of any period 

or without a written lease but originating from after the Transfer 
of Property Act, 1882, in either case the period of possession not 
being less than twelve years; 

(4) held under a written lease or otherwise for a period of more than 

one year but less than twelve years. 

It is proposed to confer permanent, heritable and transferable rights on 
all tenants coming under (11. Lessees under (2) should have a right of 
renewal on fair and equitable terms, but in case the lessor has allowed a 
pucva structure to be constructed on the land, the tenant should have the 
status of a permanent lessee irrespective of the period of occupation. 
Lessees under (3) should have a permanent heritable right. All holdings 
coming under (2) and (3) should be transferable on payment of a landlords’ 
transfer fee. A perversion of user or a breach of a condition of the contract 
should be the only grounds on which a tenant under (1), (2) or (3) can be 
evicted. In case of tenants under (4) provision has been made for payment 
of compensation under certain circumstances in case of eviction. It is also 
proposed to provide for conversion of agricultural holdings within municipal 
areas into nou-agricultural holdings. 

The Bill has been drafted to provide for these protective rights and also 
to confer other incidental but necessary rights on the non-agricultural 
tenants of the different classes.* 

Sir, it seems to me, as 1 have mentioned, that from the very beginning 
this classification will force the people to go to court. Therefore the real 
object of the Bill will be frustrated and difficulties will be created in the 
way of tenants as well as landlords. I think that this Bill has been ill- 
conceived, but all the same what I want to propose is this. I do not know 
what the Ministry is going to do. This is a very emergent measure and, as 
I was submitting, only the other day His Excellency the Governor talked 
of the conditions of bustees in the city of Calcutta/ This Bill deals with 
the non-agricultural "holdings of the whole province with the exception of 
Calcutta and its suburbs. I would most respectfully ask the Ministry to 
remember that merely asking the Governor to undertake a tour and taking 
and showing him round the busteei will not improve the conditions of the 
bustee tenants. This is an occasion on which the Ministry can do a great 
deal if it has the real interests of the tenants of non-agricultural areas at 
heart. Therefore, I think that it would be very wise if the whole Bill is 
discussed and considered here and now without referring it to the Select 
Committee. We did so in the^case of the Bengal Tenancv (Amendment) 
Bill. On this occasion also the present Bill can be discussed on the floor 
of the House. We are all unanimously of the opinion that the conditions 
of tenants of non-agricultural areas should improve. So, tike Bill can be 
rushed through during this session and the particular provision for the 
inclusion of Calcutta and its suburbs can also be made in the Bill on the 
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floor on the House. I do not know what the Ministry intends to do. We 
gfc all know it presently from the replv of the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Bill. I do feel, Sir, that the “real interests of the tenants will be 
served by this Bill if it is passed during this session. We are glad to note 
that the Hon’ble Chief Minister has evinced great interest in the conditions 
of bustee dwellers in Calcutta. I hope that the Bill will be taken up on the 
floor of the House and that the Bill with the necessary improvements will 
be passed during this session. 

With these few words. I hope by now — not during the time I have deli- 
vered my speech, but during the time of the Governor’s tour in Calcutta — 
wisdom has dawned on the Ministers and that they will see their way to 
get this Bill passed at an early date. I also hope that my friends on that 
side erf the House not only of the League but also of the Kuropean group 
who are supporting the present Ministry will lend their * whole-hearted 
support to this Bill and see that it is passed into law. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, at the fag end of 

the day I propose to be brief. Of all the speakers, only Maharaja Sris- 
chamlra Nandy of Cossi in bazar has questioned the necessity of the Bill. My 
answer is quite simple. The very fact that the elected representatives of 
‘ the people in this Assembly have not once or twice but thrice unanimously 
passed the temporary provisions Bill is proof positive that there is actual 
necessity for the Bill and that, I think, is a sufficient answer to the Maharaja 
of Cossimbazar’s question as to the necessity of the Bill. 

Sir, as regards the proposal for circulation by Khan Bahadur Iluji Nadi 
Ahmed Chowdhury, I would only say that the Committee which was appoint- 
ed to enquire into the condition of tenants submitted its report so tar back 
as 1939 and since 1941 a temporary Bill is in force and the Bill, when it 
was first drafted iu 1941, was thoroughly circulated and public opinion 
was fully elicited. So, no useful purpose except shelving the Bill can be 
served by circulating tbe Bill once again. 

l)r. Sanval and others have practically confined their whole observations 
to the condition of the tenants in Calcutta proper ami no speaker has said 
anything regarding the provisions of the Bill which is now r before the House. 
It seems that the provisions of the Bill have the unanimous support of the 
House. There are some no doubt who want further improvements in the 
Bill. Sir, Government do not claim that this Bill is perfect. There may 
be room for further improvements and I am sure the Select Committee 
w’hioh has been proposed to be formed and which will consist of represen- 
tatives of all parties in the House will be able to go through the Bill more 
carefully, more thoroughly and more fully and will be able to come *»ut with 
a Bill which will be acceptable to all sections of the House, 

Sir, it is true — and from my personal experience of the actual situation 
in the urban areas of the Presidency I can say — that a section of the public 
may suffer to some extent, but 1 am sure that those who. are generally Known 
as semindare, and in this particular case may be called land-holders, will 
be able to rise equal to the occasion and must gladly sacrifice their interest* 
for the welfare and prosperity of the general public. 

Sir, the charge that the present Government is not sympathetic, sincere 
and earnest towards the welfare of tbe masses is farthest from the truth. 
The present Government has already promulgated various Ordinances to 
give relief to the general public. The Bengal Rent Control Older, the 
Calcutta Rent Control Order, the Hotels and Lodging Houses Control Order 
are but a few instances of such activities o( the present Government. 

Sir, regarding the condition of the Calcutta tenants, even with ray 
limited experience I am convicted that it calls for immediate improvement. 
Government is already considering the condition of the Calcutta tenants and 
it has under contemplation a scheme to give them necessary relief as early 
ms possible and as soon as possible. It is rather difficult tor a non-lawyer 
28 * 
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like myself to say off-hand whether the preamble of this Bill leaves ample 
scope to include Calcutta with all its complications and difficulties. Even 
if it is possible, still I would submit that I feel personally Inat a more com- 
prehensive Bill is necessary to deal with the situation in Calcutta and 1 can 
assure the House that Government will do that as soon and as early as pos- 
sible, but, Sir, to include Calcutta in ibis Bill will be a rather half-hearted 
wav of dealing with Calcutta, and I feel that the provisions of this Bill alone 
will not be aole to improve the condition of the Calcutta tenants ks 
thoroughly and as properly as possible. 


Regarding the condition of the Irustee people, His Excellency the 
Governor ana the present Government also have taken up the matter and 
I am sure a scheme will be evolved in no distant future la give immediate 
relief to the bustee people. The Calcutta situation is far more complicated 
and I would respectfully submit for the consideration of the House to allow 
the Government to bring forward a more comprehensive Bill dealing wijh the 
situation in Calcutta. 

Sir, I am thankful to my friend Maulvi Abdul Waited Bokainagari lor 
giving his good wishes and blessings to the Bill. Both of my friends 
Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose and Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu have dealt more 
with the Calcutta situation than with the situation in the mher urban areas 
of the province. I do not propose to enter into a detailed discussion about 
the situation in Calcutta as I have already said that even with my most 
limited experience of the situation in Calcutta I am myself fully convinced 
that the Calcutta situation requires immediate action. 

Sir, I do not propose to make any further observation regarding the 
different proposals for including more names in the Select Committee. 1 
would only submit that this Select Committee has been formed in full con- 
sultation with all the parties concerned and we have made evoiy effort 
to make this Select Committee as representative as possible. A mere jterusal 
of the list of names on the Select Committee will immediately convince 
any honourable member that it is fully representative and the names ot 
members have been put in on the nomination or recommendation of the 
respective parties. The only party whose recommendation was not received 
by the time when the notice for the Select Committee was sent was the 
Krishak Proja Party, and I most gladly accept the motion of my triend 
Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed to include the name of Mr. Ilamizuddin * Ahmed. 
As regards the other names, I would respectfully request the movers of the 
motions not. to press their motions, since this is an agreed list for all 
practical purposes. 


Sir, I do not propose to take up any more time of the House. I am glad 
to find that the proposal as a whole has the unanimous support of the House 
and I hope the Select Committee after a close and careful consideration will 
be able to bring forward a Bill which will be more useful and more success- 
ful. Government will try to bring forward this Bill as soon as and as early 
as possible, but at the same time, Government think that this Bill should 
be considered most carefully and thoroughly. Therefore. I submit that the 
Consmitto® will be a more appropriate and suitable body to discuss 
this Bill in all its aspects. It will be difficult to take up this Bill and to 
discuss it clause by clause in this very session. I can assui? the House that 
duniur the next session of the Assembly Government will be able to bring 
forward this Bill through the Select Committee. 

With these few observations I oppose all the amendments excepting 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
Benwl Non-A^cultural Tenancy Bill, 1945, be circulated for purpose 
1* eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th April, 1945, was then put and Get 
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Mr. iYEO* BADRUDDUJA: Sir, I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 
The motion of Mr. Syed Badrudduja that the following name be added 
to the personnel of the Select Committee proposed, namely: — 

Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Choudhury, 
was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed that the following name be added 
to the personnel of the Select Committee proposed, namely: — 

Mr. Ramizuddin Ahmed, 
was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar that the following name be 
added to the personnel of the Select Committee proposed, namely: — 

Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea as amended that the 
Bengal Non-Agri cultural Tenancy Bill, 1946, be referred to a Select Cbm- 
mittee consisting of: — 

(1) Mr. Sadaruddiu Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. Md. Abul Fad. 

(d) Khan Bahadur Aulad Hossain Khan, 

(4) Maulvi Abdul Hakim (Mymensinghj, 

(5) Haji Safiruddin Ahmed, 

(6) Mr. Shyama Prosad Barman, 

(7) Rai Sahib Jagat Chandra Mandal, 

(8) Mr. Mia Abdul Hafiz, 

(9) Mr. Radhanath Das, 

(10) Mr. J. A. Powell, 

(11) Maharaja Srischandra Kandy, of Cossimbazar, 

(12) Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, 

(Id) Mr. Upendra Nath Barman, 

(14) Mr. liamizuddin Ahmed, and 

(15) the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of the Revenue Department (the 

mover), 

with instructions to submit their report within seven days from the com- 
mencement of the next session or the H 1st of July, 1946, whichever is 
earlier, 

was then put and agreed to. "'’***' 

Adjournment 


The House was then adjourned at 7-28 p.m. till 4 
6th March, 1945, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


p.m. on Tuesday, the 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
6th March, 1945, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausheb Ali) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and 177 members. 

Obituary. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, before we proceed with the 
business of the House, it is my melancholy duty to refer to the death of 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdul Karim, m.l.c., who was a Minister of the 
Government of Bengal under the present Government of India Act. Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Abdul Karim died on the 1st of March, 1945, at the ape 
of 69. He was a member of the Council of State and for many years Chair- 
man of the Tippera District Board. He also served his country in various 
other capacities. He was respected by all for his honesty and for his 
outspoken sincerity. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I feel it is the desire of the House to send a 
message of condolence to the bereaved family. I hope members will signify 
their assent by rising in their seats. 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, Secretary will take necessary action. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

(Secretary called held over starred question No. 94 of the 28th 
Feb ioi ary. ) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, this question may be taken up 
later today. — 

Mr. 8PEAKER; There are 3 questions of the same kind. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There are 4 questions including 
another one of this kind. These questions may be taken up later in the day. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right. 

Held over question No. 138 (starred) of 5th March. 

Half-yotrly reviews of oases of soourity prisoners for purpose of their release 
and further detention. 

•188. Mfr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department lie pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the cases of the security prisoners are reviewed every six months 
and fresh orders are served or. them for further detention under Ordinance III 
of 1944P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of security prisoners that have been released as 
the result of such reviews P 

(c) Is it a fact that not a single security prisoner has so far been i ©leased 
as the result of such reviews? 
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(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be leased to state — 

(i) who are the persons entrusted with the work of reviewing the cases 
of security prisoners ; and 

(») whether it is a fact that the reviewing authorities have never inter- 
viewed the security prisoners iu order to ascertain their views 
before or after the passing of detention orders? 

(e) If the answer to (d){ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(f) What is the procedure followed by the reviewing authorities before 
leaching a decision about further detention of security prisoners? 

(a) Is it a fact that the Sub-Inspectors or sometimes Inspectors of 
Intelligence Department periodically come and interview with the security 
prisoners and ask them one or two questions at the time of six-monthly 
reviews and on their reports within a few days the orders for further deten- 
tion are served? 

( h ) Is it a fact that the security prisoners are supplied with Notices 
(Communications) under section 7 of the Restriction and Detention Ordi- 
nance, 1944 (Ordnance III of R44), containing the chargee written in 
.five lines such as supporting the August Resolution of the Congress or being 
a member of an organisation the objects of which included armed revolutions, 
for their answers as soon as possible? 

(i) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(1) that the security prisoners in their reply termed the charges as vague, 

stereotyped and indefinite, and asked for details so that they 
would i>e in a position to rebut them ; and 

(2) that the security prisoners in their reply requested the authorities to 

put them in open trial? 

(;) Are the Government awure that in many cases orders for detention and 
notices containing charges and asking the detenu to reply to them ns soon 
as possible are served simultaneously or at the interval of a few hours or 
sometimes orders for detention are served first and then the notices contain- 
ing charges ure given and replies thereto are asked for afterwards? 

( k ) If the answer to (j) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor** 

( l) Are the Government considering the desirability of releasing the 
security prisoners? 

(m) If the answer to (l) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

_ Mm**- MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of tho Hon'blo Khwala 

■lr NanamMin): («) and (j) y e ». * 

(b) 102 4 

(c) and (d) («) No. 

(d) (0 His Excellency the Governor with the help of his Security 
Advisers. 

<e) Does not arise. 

(/) I am not prepared to furnish the information in public interest. 

id). Police Officers periodically interview with the security prisoner* but 
extension orders are issued after considering all relevant materials against 
individual security prisoners including reports of such interview*. 

(A) Grounds of order of detention are communicated to *ecurity prisoner* 
a* ctearly as possible without disclosing facts which are considered against 
public interest to disclose. 

(0 Some security prisoners have done so. 
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(k) The replies to the notices are considered in due course when the 
orders of detention are reviewed. 

(l) and (m) No proposal for mass release of security prisoners is under 
consideration of Government but on scrutiny of each case individually 
Government release those whose continued detention is no longer considered 
absolutely necessary. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us what are the names of the Security Advisers of His 
Excellency the Governor? 

Khail Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In the interest of public security 
I cannot disclose the names. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAJ Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether His Excellency the Governor of Bengal has visited 
the security prisoners at any time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer ( h), will the 
Government be pleased to consider the desirability of placing on the library 
table a specimen copy of the order which according to Government answer 
communicates all the grounds as clearly as possible? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not understand what the 
honourable member means by specimen copy? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Any copy. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The answer is in the negative. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Security Advisers of His Excellency the Governor ever 
visited the security prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the rank and status of the Security Advisers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member to 
what I stated earlier. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the Security 
Advisers belong to the executive or to the Police? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who formulates the questionnaire before the interview is 
made ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: To what interview does the 
honourable member refer — the interview of the officers to determine whether 
the security prisoners have made any change in their opinion? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Yes. 

JChan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the substance of the questions which are put to the 
prisoners at the interview prior to their examination? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALll My reply is the same as in (/). 



QUESTIONS. 


m>.) 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble. Minister be 

pleased to state whether the same questions are put to the prisoners at the 
interview ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The same reply as mentioned in 

my reply (/)• 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the report of the interview 
put before the Hon’ble Minister? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The same reply as to (/). 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’lde Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Security Advisers have any legal education and training? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Most certainly. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what points are proposed to he elucidated when the ques- 
tions are put to the prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The same reply as to (/). 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any direction to the Ministry not to disclose 
any information which may he sought through questions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is no such direction. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state uh\ answers are not being given to this question? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In the interest of the public safety 
and security. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to htate if he knows what is the substance of the questions that are put to 
t lie prisoners during the Police interview? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Are these answers framed with the 
knowledge and under the direction of the Hon’ble the Home Minister? e 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: J ask for notice. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. If you 
would be pleased to look into the question and answer given and the supple- 
mentary, it is clear that this matter was dealt with by the Minister in 
charge absolutely with a view to getting rid of the matter and there was 
no attitude of giving any answer to the questions. Can you he helpful in 
this matter, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: My question is whether you oan 
help us. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The remedy is not in my hand; it is in your hands. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I ask, Sir, whether the Speaker 

can be ‘helpful in this connection. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, he cannot. 

Mr. NI8HITHA MATH KUNDU S Will* the Hon’ble Minuter be pleased 
to state if the security prisoners can take help of their legal advisers in 
answering questions and charges? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the security prisoners are allowed to cross-examine 
the Security Advisers? 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs In view of the answer just now 
given to my question, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to enquire into 
the matter and let this House know whether the security prisoners have got 
the right to take help of their legal advisers in this matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the answers given or 
not given, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider the desirability 
of advising his department not to insult the prisoners by having granted 
them interviews wnich are mere humbug ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Regarding security prisoner 8j. 8hiva Kumar Sinha and supply of Hindi 
newspaper to security prisoner Sardar 8hiva 8ingh. 

•139. Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: (a) Will Ihe Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the security prisoner Sj. Shiva Kumar Sinha who was arrested 
nt Faridpur on the 27th June, 1942, is a native of Bihar and is 
now detained at Dum l)um Central Jail; 

(ti) whether he made a representation for externment from Bengal to 
Bihar on 29th April, 1944, followed by reminders on 29th June, 
1944, 20th July, 1944, and 9th September, 1944 ; and 

(Hi) whether he made a petition to the Chief Minister for externment from 
Bengal on 21st September, 1944? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is prepared to extern him; and' if not, why 
not? 

* (c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether security prisoner Sj. Sardar Shiva Singh, now detained at 

Dum Dum Central Jail, applied for the supply of the daily Hindi 
paper Visiramitm on 8th June, 1948, from the Presidency Jail; 
and 

(ii) whether he wrote a letter to the present Hon’ hie Minister in charge 

of Communications and Works Department on 26th October, 1944, 
regarding the matter referred to aoove? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, what action does the Hon’ble 
Minister propose to take in the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Bir Nazimuddtn): (a) Yes. 

(b) The matter is under correspondence with the Bihar Government whose 
reply is awaited. 

*{c) Yes. 

(d) The matter is under coJTsi deration. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs With reference to Question (*)(•), 
regarding the supply of a daily Hindi paper, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us how long has this matter been under the consideration 
of Government? 
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Khan Irindu r MOHAMMED £LI: I want notice. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does jtb© Hon’ble Minister remember 
that in reply to a auestion regarding the supply of a daily Hindi newspaper 
Government replied in the same strain, namely, that the matter was under 
consideration some time back? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not remember but as far as I 
remember in reply to another question it was stated that a Hindi vernacular 
daily was included in the approved list. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU* Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any of the dailies published in Calcutta are included in the list 
of approved daily newspapers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. 1 have already stated that formerly 
a weekly was allowed but recently a Hindi vernacular daily has been included 
but I cannot give the name of the paper. 

Mr. VilSHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that no Hindi daily paper published in Calcutta has yet been supplied to the 
Hindi-knowing security prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Previously it was not allowed but 
subsequently it was allowed but I cannot say what the name of the paper 
is and wherefrom it is published. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state from what time the security prisoners are trying to get Hindi dailies 
in the jails? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know from when they are 
trying to get one but they have been given one. 

Appointment of special constables from Lalgola Union of Lalgola 
police-station. 

*140. Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased .to state — 

{a) bow many persons within Lalgola Union of the Lalgola police- 
-station of the district of Murshidabad have recently been appointed 
special constables; 

(b) the reasons for such appointment ; 

(c) the appointing authorities; 

( d ) the law under which such appointment was made; 

( e ) tri. whether the District Magistrate was consulted in the matter, and 
(it) whether District Magistrate has approved ; and 

(/) whether objections have been made on behalf of public; if so, with 
what result? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bihalf of the Hon’bla Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) About 80 persons. 

(b) For the maintenance of law and order and the protection of property. 

<o) The Superintendent of Police, Murshidabad. 

(<£), Under Defence of India Rule 50B. 

(•) No. • 

(/) Objections were raised and the order has since been withdrawn. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state, with reference to answer (a), who are these persons wad. want aft 
their ages? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIi Jt is very difficult to give their 
names and ages offhand. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU. What are their occupations? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is also very difficult to give the 
occupations of these 80 persons offhand. 

Mr. BASANKA 8EKHAR BANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why and under what circumstances the appointments were 
withdrawn ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Because objections were raised to 
the appointment of these persons and therefore Government reconsidered 
the matter. 

Mr. BASANKA SEKHAR BANYAL: Is it not a fact that Government 
advised the local Superintendent of Police that the appointment was wrongly 
done and therefore the order was withdrawn? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The answer is in the affirmative, 

Mr. NISHITHA HATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us the minimum and maximum age of the persons appointed ¥ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Age varied from 38 years which 
was the minimum to 60. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that there is nothing mentioned in rule 59B about the appointment of 
special constables for the maintenance of law and order? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know whether it is men- 
tioned or not because 1 have not got a copy of the Defence of India Rules 
with me, but I presume there must he something mentioned. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to enquire whether under rule 59B appointment of special constables cannot 
be made for the maintenance of law and order? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: As I have already said, I cannot 
answer that question because I have not got any copy of the Defence of 
India Rules before me. /- 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Parliamentary Secretary of the Chief Minister is a special 
constable ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. BASANKA SEKHAR BANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the District Magistrate was consulted before the 
appointment was made? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Mr. BASANKA SEKHAR BANYAL: Is it also not a fact that Govern- 
ment disapproved of such appointment without consulting the District 
Magistrate? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government upheld the objection 
raised and that is why this order was withdraw . 

Mr. BASANKA SEKHAR |ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
oleased to state whether Government has given instruction to this particular 
Police Superintendent that such appointment should not be made in future? 

Khan .Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIl That is a matter of internal 
administration. I am afraid, I cannot reply to that. 
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Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
|o state what are the reasons for not consulting the District Magistrate? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know. 


Present condition of health of security prisoners SJs. Kedareswar ten and 
* R smash Chandra Acharya. 

, M41. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Special) Department he pleased tc* state — 

(/) where the following security prisoners, viz., — 

(11 Sj. Kedareswar Sen, and 

(‘^) Sj. liamesh Chandra Acharya have been kept: 

(it) what is the condition of their present health; and 
(in) whether they are suffering from various serious diseases? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (iii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state what steps have been taken by the Government 
for theii tieatment? 

u - > Art* the Government considering the desirability of releasing them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Bir Nazimuddin): (<n(t) Kedareswar Babu is now confined at Jalpaiguri 
Jail and Uamesh Babu at Presidency Jail. 

(in, (///) and (b) Babu Kahircnrur Svn (tttfita , — He was suffering from 
cough with a slight evening rise of temperature, anorexia, constipation and 
flatulence As a result of thorough examination and treatment these have 
all settled down and no serious disease can he detected at present. 

Babu ttanush Chandra Acharya. — He was suffering from duodenal ulcer 
for whirh he was examined bv a Physician Socialist. He is now under 
proper treatment and is keeping well. 

(ci No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that Bahu Kedareswar Sen Gupta who according 
to the Government reply has no serious disease, has been reduced to 74 lbs. 
and cannot stir out of bed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, but his weight is stationary 
at 74 lbs. and he is very much weak, but his health has improved since he 
went to the present jail. 

Grievances of security prisoners in the Presidency Jail and their redrees. 

•142. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(/) whether the security prisoners of the Presidency Jail have been com- 
plaining against the jail officials to the Superintendent of the Jail 
and other higher officers for disregarding and violating the pro- 
visions of the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules; 

(ti) whether certain security prisoners (Sjs. Nagendru Sekhnr Chakra- 
vartv, Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a., Panchanan Bose, Halidas 
Ghosh, Xiharendu l)utta-Majumdar, m.l.a., Sibnath Banerjee, 

, m.l.a., Kedareswar Sen, Satiiu Sen and others have l*»en continually 

pressing for the redress of the grievances for the last 9 months' 
either on behalf of all security prisoners. or on their own behalf; 
(ttV) whether several questions relating to maladministration and incom- 
petence of jail officials were put in the last budget session of this 
House by 8js. Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a., Nihanmdu Dutt* 
Majumdar, m.l?a., and Sibnath Banerjee, m.l.a.; 
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(tt?) whether the Inspector-General of Prisons met the representatives of 
security prisoners in Presidency Jail on the 22fad April, 1943; * 

(v) whether after hearing the details of grievances, the Inspector-General 

of Prisons recommended redress of some of them; and 

(vi) what measures were actually recommended for by the Inspector- 

General of Prisons ? , • 

(It) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table, a copy of 
the Inspector-General’s inspection report with the steps taken 90 far in con- 
nection with them? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of instituting a 
thorough enquiry into the grievances of securtv prisoners in the Presidency 
Jail, and taking steps to remedy them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a)(i) to (iv) Yes. 

(v), (vi) and (b) The visit was an informal one, and as such no regular 
inspection report was submitted. 

($) The Home Minister is satisfied that the grievances have fceen 
redressed in so far as these could be reasonably removed without detriment 
to Jail discipline. 

Assault on soourlty prisoners In tho hospital ward of tho Rajshahi Jail. • 

M43, Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Detriment be pleased to state — - 

(a) whether there was assault and lathi charge on the security prisoners 

in the hospital ward of the Rajshahi Jail on the 29th December 
last; 

(b) whether the following prisoners were hurt and injured — 

(t) Sj. Pri varan jan Das Gupta, 

( H ) Sj. A run Banerjee, 

(Hi) Sj. Saral Kumar Guka, and 
(iv) Sj. Bireswar Singha; 

(c) whether it is a fact that after assault, the prisoners were taken by 

force to punishment cells and confined there; 

(d) whether the prisoners named in clause (b){ti), (tit) and (w) have 

been suffering for a long time from serious type of illness and 
have considerably lost in weights; 

(e) whether some of the Hon’ble Ministers were by letters and telegraphic 

messages informed about the iucident requesting them to enquire 
into the matter and visit the jail; 

(/) what steps, if any, have been taken in the matter; and 
(g) whether it is a fact that during the period from the 25th April, 
1943, till today there were three such assaults on the security 

S risoners, one each in the Presidency Jail, the Alipore Central 
ail and the Rajshahi Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of tho Hon’bfo Khwaja 
Bir Nazimuddin): (a) and (5) The honourable member is referred to the 
reply to items Nos. (o)(«) and (tt) of starred ouestion No. 114, by Mr. Pratul 
Chandra Ganguli, m.l.a., which was delivered on the 13th December. 1944. 

(c) No.. 

(d) Only security prisoner* Babus Arun Banerjee and Bireswar Singha 
have been suffering from chronic amcebiasis and asthma, respectively. They 
have since been transferred to the Presidency Jail for treatment by specialist, 

(e) Yes. 
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; (/) The Home Minister himself visited the Rajshahi Central Jail. 

(c) Only two incidents, one in the Presidency Jail and the other in the 
Rajshahi Central Jail, took place since the 25th April, 1SM3. 

Mr. M8HITHA HATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that this copy 
of the minute of the Legislative Assembly has not been supplied to members 
and also not found in the Library, will the Hon’ble Minister please read 
out the entire reply given to Starred question 114? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a supplementary question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: The difficulty is 

Mr. SPEAKER 1 . I have understood your p6int. You have not got the 
publication. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: No, Sir, neither it is found in the 
Library. So it is very difficult to remember. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This question must stand over. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Instead of holding it over 1 might 
read out the reply. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That will not be proper. 

Supply of khaddar to political prisoners within the scheduled prioa. 

*144. Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

( i ) that t'hc intention of the present Government is to encourage both 
cottage and big industries; 

(ti) that khduhlar as a cottage industry is produced in various parts of 
Bengal now; 

(ui) that among the sec urity prisoners there is a fair number who habitu- 
ally put on khaddar ; and 

(tv) if so, whether Government propose to help .them while they are in 
jail in their practice of putting on khaddar F 

(h) Is the Hoh’ble Minister aw r are that in spite of repeated requests to 
the jail authorities it is not, at times, being possible for them to get khaddar 
from the jail authorities? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the prices of khaddar compared to that of mill cloth being a little 
higher a request was made to the Insjieotor-General of Prisons during his 
recent visit to the Rajshahi Jail by the representatives of the political 
prisoners of that jail to the effect that in order to make it possible for the 
habitual khadi wearers to secure kluuldar within the schedule price, the life 
of khaddar might be increased as it is done in the case of soap, hair oil, 
etc.? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of tho Hon’hla Khwaja 
•ir Nazintuddin): (a)(i) to (in) Yes. 

(tr) I refer the honourable member to note 2 of rule 8 of the Bengal Secu- 
rity Prisoners Rules wherein it has been stated that Government nave no 
objection to the supply of khaddar clothes if available at about the same cosi 
as jail-made ones. 

(6) The difficulty is that in these days of emergency khaddar clothing 
of the variety demanded by the security prisoners is not often readily avail- 
able. 
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(c) My information is that at the time of the inspection of the Eajshahi 
Central Jail by the Inspector-General of Prisons, Bengal, some security 
prisoners represented to him that the scale of dhuties might be reduced in 
order to provide for them kkaddar dhuties the cost of which might be limited 
to the scheduled cost and that they were prepared to accept four kkaddar 
dhuties in place of five standardised and approved variety of dhuties. Govern- 
ment have accordingly issued necessary orders on the following lines: — 
(i) kkaddar clothes when preferred by tffe security prisoners, can be 
supplied if available at the same cost as the standard mill-made 
or jail-made clothing. 

(it) If kkaddar clothing chosen by the prisoner is more expensive either 
the security prisoners should pay the difference in cost themselves 
or agree in writing to accept fewer kkaddar items than are per- 
missive under the rules so that the total expenditure is kept below 
or equal to that involved in supplying the prescribed items of 
standard clothing to a security prisoner. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
kkaddar clothes supplied by the friends and relatives of the prisoners lodged 
in Rajshahi Jail were not allowed to be given to them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of it. I ask for 
notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it a fact that the security 
prisoners who wanted to purchase khadi from the Khadi Pratisthan stall at 
Eajshahi were refused to do so by the jail authorities of the Rajshahi 
Central Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. I would refer the 
honourable member to the reply given wherein it is stated that now it is 
permissible and if a better variety of cloth is required it is the option of the 
security prisoner to pay for the difference in cost or accept lesser number 
of clothes. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given just 
now and the answer given in the printed reply, does the Hon’ble Minister 
think it desirable to enquire whether the jail authorities at Rajshahi are 
not allowing either to purchase them from the Khadi Pratisthan or to have 
them being supplied by the friends and relations of the security prisoners 
from outside? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of it, but in the 
light of the Government orders recently passed, this question which the 
honourable member has suggested may be examined. 

Health of Mr. Niharandu Dutta Mazumdar, M.L.A. 

•145. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether it is a fact that Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar, m.l.a., 

under detention is suffering from multiple ailments and has 
recently undergone an operation ; and 

(б) whether he is considering the desirability of releasing him on medical 

grounds ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’bla Khwaja 
•Ir Nttimnddin): (a) Mr. Dutta Mazumdar suffered from knee troubles 
and chronic tonsilitis with synovitis. He received treatment for his knee 
and his tonsilectomy was done in the Medical College Hospital. He is now 
keeping well. 

(h) No, 
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•146. mfr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department he pleased to state whether any special 
travelling allowance is admissible to Government sen ants who are in :eceipi 
of dearness allow ance also ? 

.(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble Miuistei 
be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the scale of such allowance: 

(ii) whether such allowance can be drawn more than once in a calendar 

year ; 

(Hi) what are the lower and upper limits of pay drawn by Government 
set van ts to whom such allowances are admissible; and 

Or) what are the reasons for not extending the concession to those who 
draw pay less than the lower limit referred to above? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bl# 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Cosnrami): (a) Certain classes of Government servants 
have been permitted to draw travelling allowance in respect of journeys 
performed while proceeding on and returning from leave in India. 

(b) (i) For an officer of the 1st grade, the maximum admissible is Its. 150 
if he travels alone and Its. 300 if be is accompanied bv Iuh wife. For an 
officer of the 2ml grade the corresponding figures are Its. 75 and lls. 150. 

(ii) No. 

(ni) For a Government servant stationed in Calcutta ? Howrah (Sadat),. 
Alipore (Sadar) and the Darjeeling district, the lower limit of pay is lls.265. 
For Government servants in the rest of Bengal this limit is Rs.160. There 
ore no upi>er limits. 

(iv) The bulk of the class of Government servants to whom the concession 
has not lieen extended, is locally recruited and does not ordinarily travel for 
the purpose ot leave. This class of Government servants also carries less 
responsibility and therefore have less need to seek recuperation and change 
of environment. 

Supplementary questions to starred question No. 3$9, dated the dlst May, 
1944 , rcgardiny bus accidents in Murshtdabad district. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether tenders were invited for this particular line? 

(b) With reference to the accident of the 7th April, 1944, is the Hon'ble 
Minister aware that several deaths occurred following from the injuries 
received on that day? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state what is the report of the 
investigation made by the Subdivisioual Officer regarding the cause of the 
accident of the 7th April, 11M4? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that photographs were taken of the 
remnants of the motor bus and of the place of the accident, and investigation 
was asked for but nothing has been done as yet? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of tho Hon’ble Khwajt 
8ir Nazimuddin) : (a) The route was recommended by the Postal Depart- 

ment and was given to Tripuresh Pal on the basis of the recommendation. 
The Regional Transport Authority sanctioned the arrangement. No one 
else applied for the licence. 

(5) Only one passenger died in the hospital a fortnight later as a result 
of an injury on the leg followed by septic pneumonia. 

(c) The wheel of the bus fell into a ditdh on the road and bumped. 
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(d) Photograph were taken. A case under sections 279/325/338! 
I.P.C., was started and investigation by the Police was taken up and com- 
pleted. The case has not yet been disposed of. • 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 


Grievances of seourity prisoners m Dacca Jail. 


47. Mr. NIKUNtJA BEHARI MAITI : (a) Will the Hon’ ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact— 


(i) that the security prisoners of the Ward No. 5 and those of the 

Mental Hospital area in the Dacca Central Jail are not allowed 
to meet, and have games and sports together ; 

(ii) that the Wards Nos. 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 of the Mental Hospital 

area, where security prisoners live, have bamboo-fencing walls of 
some of the above wards outside the jail and carries nauseating 
things and germs thus infecting the wards; 

(iii) that a drain from outside the jail passes along the bamboo-fencing 

walls of some of the above wards outside the jail and carries 
nauseating things and germs thus infecting the wards; and 

{tv) that the Pox Ward is situated very close to above Ward No. 15 
only the above drain intervening lietween the two and also close 
to Wards Nos. 11, 12, and 13? 

(6) Is it a fact that Sj. Sure^h Chandra Banik, a security prisoner, 
while attacked with smallpox was unattended and handcuffed in a cell while 
•dying? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (5) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor and the steps that have 
been taken to remove the grievances? 


(d) Will the Hon’ hie Minster be further pleased to give a statement on 
.the health of the following security prisoners : — 

(1) Sj. Sasanka Bhowmik, (2) Md. Miafuruddin Ahmed, (3) Si 
Dinesli Dhum, (4) Sj. Maui Majumdar, (5) Sj. Ram Naram 
Adhikari, (6) Sj. Kumud Sil, (7) Sj. Mukunda Bose, (8) Si 
^r°jen Sen, (9) Sj. Amalendu Ghosh, (10) Sj. Ohitta Guha 
(11) Sj. Kedar Chakravart.v, (12) Sj. Nepal Dastidar, (13) Si’ 
Dhiren Choudhury, (14) Sj Sailen Ghosh, (15) Sj. Birendra 
Chakravarty, ( 1J ) Sj. Manmdra Dhali, (17) Sj. Narendra Bhow- 
mik, (18) Sj. Mukunda Bhanja and (19) Dr. Indra Narain Sen 
Gupta. 


*. **" ” 0ME DEPARTMENT (the Hoa’ble 

GGw At present all the security prisoners are 
, . . . , Mental Hospital Yards and there are no restric- 

tions as regards their intermixing. 

War<i * ^ os * U, 12, 13 and 14 have bamboo mat walls with adequate 
ventilation, corrugated iron roofs and bamboo mat ceilings. The floors of 
***** wards are brick on edge with cement pointing. Ward No 15 is a 
pucca building with corrugated iron roof and bamboo mat ceiling. 

(m), (iv) and (h) No. * 

(c) Does not arise. 

{d) A statement is placed on the Library Table. 


MINISTER in charge < 
Khwaja Sir NaitmtMkfifl)! 

confined in one area in the 
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i *!!' * E j ! With reference to answer («)(*»), will 

tiie Hon ole Minister be pleased to state what is the measurement of these 
so-called well- ventilated wards, vis 11, 12, 13 and 14, in the Dacca Jail 
where the security prisoners are lodged and how many windows each of 
them has P 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state whether it is known to the Government that within less than G feet 
of these sheds a drain that carries filthy matter from a neighbouring oow- 
shed is always open and is never kept clean P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN. ill Government consider the desir- 
ability of taking my quesiton on my personal testimony, having visited the 
jail many times as a non-official visitor 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is your question? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN. My questiou is whether Government will 
consider the desirability of taking this question as notice. My personal 
testimony is 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You cannot give evidence here. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From item No. 3 of the statement placed 
on the Library table it appears that Babu Dinesh Chandra Dhum died of 
bacillary dysentry. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
the authorities enquired as to how Dinesh Babu got the infection P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notioe. Necessary 
enquiries must have been made regarding the death of the prisoner. I have 
not got the papers. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether any steps were taken to find out whether this drain had any- 
thing to do with the infection? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: You will ask for notice on all questions, 
I know. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state who treated Dinesh 
Babu ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether there are any arrangements for treatment of these diseases 
in the Dacca Central Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, there are. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the qualifications of the doctor in charge? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: It does arise, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly not. You cannot go into the details of 
qualifications of a doctor who is in charge. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: He may be a quack, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You put your question to that effect. 

29 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased lo 
state whether there is proper arrangement lor treatment in that jailP 

Khan Sahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, there is arrangement and a 
properly qualified doctor is in charge of the hospital. 

Mr a ATUL CHANDRA SENS May I know what are his qualifications? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give the details of his 
qualifications, but he is a doctor. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is a graduate of the Calcutta Medical College or any other medical 
college? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give the details. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole trouble has arisen on account of the fact 
that I have allowed some questions relating to details; otherwise this 
difficulty would not have arisen. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Is he a registered medical doctor? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know whether he is 
registered, but I would say that only qualified doctors are attached to jail 
hospitals. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From item No. 4 it appears that Babu 
Manindra Chandra Mazumdar is suffering from chronic asthma. Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he has been given proper treatment 
for asthma? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is he improving P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Does the Government consider the desir- 
ability of transferring Babu Manindra Mazumdar to a dry climate suitable 
for asthma patients? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Without having the report of his 
present condition, it is not possible for me to make any promise? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From item 7 it appears that Sj. Mukunda 
Bose has got a weak constitution. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is his present weight P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sen, as I said yesterday or some other day, when 
questions are asked with regard to quite a lot of persons, you can hardly 
expect details to be supplied in respect of every one of them. The Hon’ble 
Minister has given certain information, and if you want you can put further 
questions on this information { and then you will have the proper answer. 
That is the best way of utilizing time. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: I think I have elicited information which 
is worthwhile for the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another thing. 

Mr. ATUL OHANDRA Sfll: From item 10 it appears that Sj. Chitta- 
ranj&n Guha has had occasional attacks of amoebic colitis. Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Sj. Chittaranj&n Guha has been 
suffering from chronic oolitis and insomnia, and he is suspected to have 
incipient T.B. P 



QUESTIONS. 


441 


i m*] 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: My information is that he is 
entering from amoebic colitis. At present he is being given a course of 
treatment with emetine. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is it a fact that Sj. Chittar&njan Guha 
has lost 29 lbs. P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is it a fact that last year Sj. Chitta* 
ranjan Guha was transferred to the Medical College Hospital for treatment 
and while making some improvement, he was transferred back to the Dacca 
Jail in the midst of his treatment P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. No security 
prisoner is taken away from the hospital in the midst of his treatment. His 
treatment must have been completed when he was transferred. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Sj. Chittaranjan Guha and his parents have made repeated 
requests to Government that he might again be transferred to the Medical 
College Hospital for treatment and those requests were cruelly turned down 
by the powers that be? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Does the Government consider the 
desirability of releasing Sj. Chittaranjan Guha on the ground of health? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No security prisoner is detained 
for a moment longer than considered to be absolutely necessary and when 
on medical grounds there is any justification for release, the security 
prisoners are released. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Government consider the desir- 
ability of home interning Sj. Chittaranjan Guha with his parents at Narayan- 
ganj which place suits his health? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid the answer is in the 
negative. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Government consider the desir- 
ability of transferring him to the Calcutta Medical College Hospital for 
treatment P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If it is necessary to bring him to 
Calcutta for treatment, that may be done, if the treatment cannot be 
conducted in Dacca. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: It appears from item No. 18 that 
Sj. Mukunda Bhanja, as an after-effect of pleurisy, complained of pain in 
his chest. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he has 
been X’rayed for proper diagnosis of the painP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. My information 
is that he had suffered from pleurisy, but afterwards recovered from that 
attack. Though he is feeling a pain in his chest, there is no evidence of 
any pulmonary affection. His general health is good. 

Grant of family aHowanot to Babu Kanai Lai Banarjaa, a aaourity 

48. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULIs (a) With reference to the 
reply to starred question No. 223 on the 4th April, 1944, put by Mr. Karipada 
Chattopedhysy regarding' petitions for family allowance by certain security 
prisoners to the effect that Babu Kanai Lai Banerjee was released before any 
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«otioii could b© taken on hie petition, will tho Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Babn 
Kanai Lai Banerjee wrote to the Hon’ble Chief Minister on 8th April, 1944, 
stating that the Hon’ble Minister’s information about his release was wrong 
. and that he was still in jail as security prisoner and in the same letter he 
prayed for family allowance for his wife ? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for not replying to his letter, dated the 8th 
April, 1944 P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that he has not yet received any reply 
to his petition for family allowance, dated the 13th January, 1943, and its 
reminders, dated the 19th August, 1943, and 18th January, 1944 P 

(d) If the answer to ( c ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

( e ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that Babu Kanai Lai Banerjee is still 
a security prisoner detained in jail P 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment is considering the desirability of releasing him from jail? 

(g) If the answer to (/) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

( h ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that Babu Kanai Lai Banerjee is a 
married man and has to support his wife P 

(») Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of granting family 
allowance to Babu Kanai Lai Banerjee? 

(;) If the answer to ( i ) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof P 

The Hon’ble Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes, but the letter is 
dated the 2nd February, 1944. 

(b) As the wife of the security prisoner was informed of the order passed 
in the case it was .not considered necessary to reply to his letter separately. 

(c) and (d) The honourable member is referred to my reply regarding 
(b) above. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) No. 

(g) Orders for his conditional release were issued in November, 1943, 
but as his father refused to furnish a bond, they were cancelled. 

(/i), (i) and (;) Yes. But as the security prisoner did not earn anything 
before his arrest and as his father is a very influential zamindar of Joynagore 
it was not considered necessary to sanction any family allowance in this 
case. 


8ptoial Board of Visitors, Aajshahi Central JaH. 

49. Babu KHACENDRA NATH 0A9 CUPTAs Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the names of the members of the Special Board of Visitors appointed 
for visiting the security prisoners lodged in the Rajshahi Central 
Jail; 

(u) the dates when the Board visited the jail in 1944; 

(tn) the names of the members who individually visited the security pri- 
soners and the dates of their visits in the year of 1944 ; and 

(w) whether there is any fixed period within which at least once the 
Special Board should visit the security prisoners P- 
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The H«fMe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 

(4) Official visitors — 

(1) Commissioner, Rajshahi Division 

(2) District Magistrate, Rajshahi. 

Non-official visitors — 

-(1) Rai Dharani Mohan Maitra Bahadur. 

(2) Babu Haripada Chakra varty. 

(3) Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 

(it) 17th March, 1944, 16th June, 1944, 4th October, 1914, and 22nd 
December, 1944. 

(Hi) (1) Rai Dharani Mohan Maitra Bahadur — 1st January, 1944, 

(2) Babu Haripada Chakravarty — 1st January, 1944. 

(iv) Previously the District Magistrates and the Ohief Presidency Magis- 
trate, Calcutta, were required under the rule t© visit their respective jails 
once a quarter, and submit full reports of their visits to Government, but 
the rule has since been amended and under the amended rule, the District 
Magistrate or the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, as the case may be, in 
addition to convening a meeting of the Board of Visitors as a whole at least 
once every quarter, shall prescribe a roster for monthly individual visits by 
the non -official members of the Special Board so as to give each non-official 
visitor his due turn. 

Assault on a security prisoner in the Preaidenoy Jail. 

50. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITIt (a) Will the Hon’ ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the date of arrest of Sj. Dharunath Bhattacharyyu, a security prison- 
er, Presidency Jail, Calcutta; 

(ii) his present age; 

(in) whether he was assaulted on the head on the 26th April, 1943, while 
walking in the afternoon at the jail premises; 

(iv) whether the assault was made with a bamboo club; 

(v) the reason for the assault; 

(vi) how many days he was in the Jail Hospital after that assault; 

(r ii) whether he wrote to the Additional Secretary, Home Department, 
requesting him to make proper arrangements to remedy the 
effects of the shock on his system — specially on the head and in 
the lungs; 

(viii) whether in reply he was informed on the 30th September, 1943, that 
he would not be released; 

(t>) whether Dharanath Babu in reply to it on the 10th October, 1943, 
informed him that he did not request for his release, but for 
proper treatment; and 

(x) whether his letter of the 10th October, 1943, has been replied toP 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon'ble Minister 
considering the desirability of giving him facilities for kabimji treatment P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAIIMUDDIN : (a)(i) The prisoner was arrested 

on the 11th October, 1942, but he is now detained in the Dum Dum Central 

Jail. 

(ii) 62 years. 
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(ut) and (v) Thin prisoner was one of the nine security prisoners who 
received injuries during a fracas between the ordinary and security prisoners 
of the Presidency Jail, on the 25th April, 1943. 

( iv ) Yes. 

(vi) Thirteen days. 

(vii) to (a) Yes. 

(b) My information is that the prisoner has long been cured of his injuries 
and requires no further treatment at present. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the number of ordinary prisoners who took part in the assault P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
each one of these ordinary prisoners numbering about 100 had in their hands 
cane sticks and bamboo lathis P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say whether each one of 
them had bamboo lathis and cane sticks in their hands but some of them 
had. 

Mr. NI8H1THA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how these prisoners secured these cane-sticks and bamboo lathis 
within the jailP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Dropped from the cloud! 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer, does the 
Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to enquire into the matter as to how 
these bamboo lathis and cane-sticks were available to them in the jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The matter was enquired into 
thoroughly. Mr. Hicks enquired into the matter and submitted a report. 
There is no necessity for any further enquiry. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to enlighten us how bamboo lathis and cane-sticks were available? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If I understood him aright, he wanted notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the jail rule that no 
person can possess any stick or lathi 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already said that he requires notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether anv departmental steps or disciplinary action will be taken 
on those officers who were negligent in their duties as a result of which 
these ordinary prisoners possessed these bamboo lathis and cane-sticks P 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are assuming something, and then there is an 
inference. I oannot allow that question. 

MK NltHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Sj. Dharanath Bhattacharyya received injuries on his headP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes; the prisoner was one of the 
nine, prisoners who received- injuries. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: On his head? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say where he received 
injury. 
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Mr* NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to question (b) will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if kabiraji treatment may be made 
available to this prisoner P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The injury from which he suffered 
has been already treated and attended to. There is no reason for any 
further treatment now. 

Medioal treatment of oertatn seourity prisoner*. 

51. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the lady security prisoners, viz., — 

(1) Miss Saila Sen, b.a., b.t.^ and 

(2) Mrs. Labanya Das Gupta, are detained in the Dinajpur Jail; 

(U) that (1) Miss Sen is suffering from pain in the stomach and acute 

type of bowel complaint, and (2) Mrs. Das Gupta from gastric 
ulcer; and 

(Hi) that in spite of the best efforts on the part of medical authorities 
there in the Dinajpur Jail, both of them are having relapees off 
and on P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Government con- 
sider it desirable to release them soon for affording better facilities for their 
medical treatment? 

(c) If the answer to ( b ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the steps he proposes to take for their better medical 
treatment ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) While in the Dinajpur Jail, 
security prisoners Miss Saila Bala Sen and Mrs. Labanya Das Gupta had 
been suffering from various ailments and local treatment did not produce 
any appreciable result. They were accordingly transferred to the Presidency 
Jail where they have since been examined by the Physician Specialist who 
diagnosed the case of Miss Sen as dyspepsia and that of Mrs. Das Gupta as 
cholecystitis and cholelithiasis. Miss Sen has been getting medicines and 
extra diet as suggested by the Physician Specialist and she has improved 
in her health. The question of removal of Mrs. Das Gupta to tho Medical 
College Hospitals for further examination is under consideration of Govern- 
ment. 

(h) The cases of all security prisoners including female security prisoners 
are being reviewed once every six months and no security prisoner will be 
detained longer than is necessary on security grounds. 

(c) The honourable member is referred to the reply to (a). 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be plea sed 
to state when the two security prisoners were lodged in Dinajpur Jail and 
when these complaints regarding their ailments were made known to the 
jail authorities in Dinajpur? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the Jail Superintendent who is also the Civil Surgeon 
recommended for their transfer? 

(Pause.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Do you require so much time to answer the question? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If he wants details, 1 would 
naturally require time. 



m QUESTIONS. [6th Maech, 

Mr. NltHITHA MATH KUNDU: He is honestly trying 'fo answer the 
question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The time of the House is wasted by taking two or 
three minutes over every question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA MATH KUNDU: I want to know if the Parliamentary 
Secretary is wasting the time of the House when he tries to answer the 
question. 

Mr. SPEAKER. You please put your question. 

Mr. NfSHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when they were actually transferrid to the Presidency 
Jail ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED AL1: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. Were they admitted into the Medical 
College Hospitals after their transfer from Dinajpur? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: After transfer from Dinajpur 
Mrs. Das Gupta was sent to the Hospital for treatment and after treatment 
she was sent back to Dinajpur. 

Mr. NI8HVTHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that Mrs. Das 
Gupta is suffering from cholecystitis and cholelithiasis, that is, stone in 
gall bladder, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to enlighten the House 
if any steps have been taken for the immediate release- of the prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mrs. Das Gupta is getting a regular 
course of treatment for occasional relapses of her ailment. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us what was the recommendation or advice given by the Physician 
or Surgeon specialist whoever he might be in the case of Mrs. Das Gupta? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: She has been advised to take 
modified sipi treatment with olive oil and alkaline powder and other 
symptomatic treatment when occasion arises. That treatment has been 
given to her. I may also add that when she was admitted into the hospital, 
her weight was only 91 lbs. and that when she left it, her weight was 98 lbs. 
During the time she was in the hospital, there was an increase in her 
weight. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give us any indication as to how he can say that Miss Saila Bala Sen 
has improved in her health since she has been lodged in the Presidency 
Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I was referring to Mrs. Das Gupta. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I know that. But I am asking now 
about Miss Saila Bala Sen. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Her weight chart is in front of me 
and from that I find that her weight has increased. 

Mr.NIIHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minuter be 
pleased to state what other indications there are to show that she is 
improving? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMlD ALI: I ask tor notice. 

Mr. N1BHITHA NATH KUNDU: What are the grounds in support 
of the statement that he has made that Miss Sen has improved in her 
health? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: He has already replied to that question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will you allow me to make my 
submission F 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, Mr. Kundu. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. He has stated in his answer “Miss 
Sen has been getting medicines and extra diet as suggested bv the Physician 
Specialist and she has improved in her health”. I want to know what are 
his grounds for saying that she has improved in her health? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In between you have also asked what are the indi* 
cations. If Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali can answer that question, I have 
no objection. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want to state that the weight to 
which I referred was taken in 1943. I do not know her present weight. 
So, I cannot say whether she has gained in her weight now or not. 

Starred Question* 94, 95 and 96 held over from 28th February 1945 . 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We may now take up the held over 
questions *94, *95 and *96. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Muv I make my submission? These 
questions were held over at our request. \Vo did not know that these would 
be taken up today. I suggest that they may be taken up tomorrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: These questions are held over till tomorrow. 

Held over Question No. * 112 from 1st March 1945. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Release of persons detained without trial under rule 28 of Defence of India 

Rules. 

•112. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in ch-trge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many persons detained without trial under rule 20 of the Defence 
of India liules have been released since the present Ministry 
assumed office; 

(h) how many of the persons released have been restricted in their move- 
ments ; 

(<. ) whether the persons restricted have been granted any allowance; and 
(d) if so, how many of them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
8ir Nazimuddin): (a) Five hundred ana fifty-eight. 

(fe) Eighty-six. 

( c ) and (d) Yes; eleven of them. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
j pleased to tell us whether these 86 restrictees whose movements were 
restricted made any application for allowance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: How many of them applied for 
allowance ? 
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Khflil Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. But I may say 

that 11 of them ha Ye been granted allowance. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us what is the maximum amount that was given and what 
is the minimum amount? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NIIHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that by these 
restriction orders they have been prevented from pursing their ordinary civil 
avocations, does the Hobble Minister think it desirable to grant all of 
them some maintenance allowance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The res trie tees have not been 
prevented from earning their livelihood. There has been of course some 
restriction on their movement and in cases where Government are satisfied 
that there has been hardship, Government have been granting allowances 
and are prepared to do so. 

Mr. NIIHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
permission for leaving their ordinary place of residence where they have 
been restricted to reside cannot be obtained even after three or four weeks 
from the date of their application for leaving the station? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Some delay might have been 
occurring but I do not know whether it has been so much as 3 to 4 weeks. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the information that I 
have just now given when putting my question, does the Hon’ble Minister 
think it desirable that they should be granted maintenance allowance 
because they cannot pursue their avocations in life and earn their livelihood ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In cases of proved hardship and if 
Government is satisfied that hardship has been caused to the family, allow- 
ance will be given ; and in accordance with that policy allowance has already 
been granted. 

Mr. NIIHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
some of the detenus applied for maintenance allowance a long time ago 
but the Government department had not even the courtesy to reply to it? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware. 

Condition of health of certain security prisoners detained in Buxa 
Ipecial Jail. 

•147. Babul KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the present condition of the following security prisoners detained 

in the Buxa Special Jail: — 

(1) Mr. Purna Chandra Das, 

(2) Mr. Nandalal Singha, 

(3) Mr. Rebati Ranjan Chakrabarty, 

(4) Mr. Sukhendu Bikash Dutta, 

(5) Mr. Prafulla Chandra Ghosh, 

(6) Mr. Ashutosh Sinha, 

(7) Mr. Amarprasad Chakrabarty, 

(8) Mr, SatyandrwNath Ear, and 

(9) Mr. Santosh Banerjee ; and 

(ti) whether the aforesaid security prisoners were examined by— 

(1) the Civil Surgeon, JalpaiguH district, and 

(2) the Medical Officer, Buxa Special Reserve Jail? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) (i%) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) the date of their examination ; and 

(u) the results thereof? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Medical Officers referred to in (a) (2) recom- 
mended for their transfer from Buxa Special Jail for proper treatment? 

(d) If so, what action have the Government taken on their recommen* 
dations and when ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Hazimuddin): («)(i) Numbers (1), (2), (3), (4), (5) and (6) have 
already been transferred to other Jails. The condition of the health of the 
other three prisoners is indifferent. 

(it) Yes. 

(b) ( i ) The Medical Officer of the Jail examined the prisoners off and on 
and the Civil Surgeon also examined some of the prisoners more than onoe. 
Accordingly the dates cannot be given. 

(ii) Their cases were diagnosed and proper treatment prescribed. 

(c) and (d) The Civil Surgeon did not recommend the trunsfer of numbers 
(8) and (9). All the others, except No. (7) who was once transferred to 
the Jalpaiguri Jail for operative treatment but had to be brought back as 
the operation could not be 'performed there, have been transferred. Arrange- 
ment has also been made tor the proper treatment of the prisoners as pres- 
cribed. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: With reference to the last part of 
the answer (a)(i), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the 
meaning of the word “indifferent”? Is it equivalent to “bad”P 

Mr. SPEAKER. It is only a question relating to the meaning of a word, 
it does not arise. 


Fire at Kam&l&gh&t in Dacca district. 

•148. Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI : Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the cause of the devastating fire at Kamalaghat in Dacca district 
on the 26th October last; 

(h) whether his attention has been drawn to the serious allegations 
made in the papers about the origin of the fire; 

(c) the extent of loss suffered by Hindu and Muslim merchants — to 

be show if separately; 

(d) the number of merchants affected by the fire; 

( e ) whether the Government intends to pay compensation to the suffer- 

ers; and 

(/) whether the •Hon’ble Minister is considering the desirability of 
having a public enquiry about the causes of the conflagration? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hcn’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) The fire started in a godown of Babu Jagadish Pal. 
Government are satisfied that the fire was an accident but the exact cause 
is not known. 

(b) Yes. 

( c ) Detailed information is not available. 

(d) 10Q. 

(*) and (/) No. 
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Or, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
Jo state whether Government held any enquiry in regard to this fire and, 
if so, what is the result of that enquiry? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS An enquiry was held. 

Dr. NAL1NAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who were the persons entrusted with 
the enquiry? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Officers of Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Who are the officers who were entrusted 
with the enquiry? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS The Superintendent of Polcie was 
one of them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who are the other officers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any evidence was collected at the spot from non-officials who 
were in a position to give evidence in connection with the fire P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Who were the persons from whom 
evidence was taken? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the local Hindu leaders were not consulted in regard 
to this enquiry at all? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ASHUTOSH LAHIRI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he has seen the definite allegations made in the papers that 
this fire was the result of a deliberate conspiracy and that there was a large 
sale of magnesium powder, kerosene and petrol in the bazar just before the 
fire incident? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. Government report after 
due enquiry is that it w r as not a case of incendiarism. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Sir, my question is whether there was a 
definite allegation in the press that things like magnesium powder, kerosene 
and petrol had been purchased from the Kamalaghat. bazar immediately 
before the fire took place? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of the magnesium 
powder and other things but Government is aware of the allegations made 
that the fire was caused by miscreants. 

Mr. ASHUTOSH LAHIRI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the enquiring officer recorded a statement of non-official persons of 
Kamala$hat bandar during the course of the enquiry? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. Evidence of non-officials 
was taken at the Kamalagha^ bandar. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that before the fire started at the Kam&laghat bandar, some days before 
that incident, a procession with music was conducted by the Hindus there 
and the Mussalmans threatened reprisals? 
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Kh«l Bahtdu r MOHAMMED ALI: 1 refer the honourable member to 
Ifhat I already stated in reply to this question during the last session. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the facts, circumstances and evidence in possession of 
Government whereby Government are satisfied that the fire was an accident 
and not created by miscreants P 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He has said it was done by miscreants. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; No, I did not say that. I only 
said that Government is aware of the allegation that it ’was caused by 
miscreants. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the circumstances, facts and evidence by which Govern- 
ment are satisfied that the fire was a mere accident? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. 1 cannot give details but after 
proper investigation Government were satisfied that the cause of the fire 
was a pure accident. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government is aware that half an hour or so before the fire 
actually broke out at the Kamalagliat bandar fire was also set to the shed 
of the Pauls in which the image of Durga was being held up? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I ask for notice hut as far as I 
remember the fire originated from there but I am speaking subject, to 
correction. I think that is the position if my memory does not fail me. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the distance between the bouse of the Pauls and the Kamula- 
ghat bazar where the fire broke out? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid I have to ask for notice 
but probably I stated on another occasion that the fire started in the godown 
of one Jagadish Paul. 

Hr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government took any steps whatsoever to ascertain whether 
there was any connection between the fire in the house of the Pauls and the 
fire in the Kamalagliat bandar? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated tjiat the cause 
of the devastating fire at Kamalagliat was the fire which started at the 
godown of Jagadish Paul. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the enquiring officer asked for evidence in support 
of the allegation that it was an act of incendiarism? 

Khun Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government have any hypothesis as to the connection between 
the two fires? 

Mr. BREAKER: That question does not arise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what connection, if any. has been established by the 
report of the investigating officer between tne fire in the Paul’s godown* 
and the fire at Kamalaghat bandar ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated that the fire 
**£n the bandar started from the fire in the godown of the Pauls? 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL* Was there any enquiry about the 
report that a fire broke out in the residential house of the Pauls half an 
hour before the fire in the bazar where Jagadish Paul’s godown was first 
set fire to? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS I ask for notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI* Is there anything in the 
report to show any connection between the fire in the Paul’s godowns and 
the fire at the Kamalaghat bazar? Was investigation directed to that point? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. Government is aware that the fire 
broke out in the dhenki ghor of the Pauls and the hut was partially burnt 
but there is no evidence that this was a case of incendiarism. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of placing a copy of the report of the enquiring authority on 
thet Library table? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The answer is in the negative. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question time over. The House stands adjourned 
for fifteen minutes. 

(The House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Supplementary Estimates for the year 1944-45. 

Point of order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I rise on a point of order? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before anything is called on? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I presume that today, as you have 
already intimated to the House, the House is going to discuss supplementary 
demands for grants and it is in that connection that I want to rise on a point 
of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the best course would be that he moves. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I do not want him to move. If it is 
out of order, he cannot move it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Suppose nothing is moved, nothing is done. How can 
a point of order arise? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It will arise out of the proposed busi- 
ness of the House. If it is moved, then 

Mr. SPEAKER: If I uphold your point of order, then it is cancelled. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If he is allowed to move, he can go on 
and you can say “I will give my ruling later on” as you have done in the 
past. It is the third consecutive year 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. You want to say that you 
have got submissions to make regarding the supplementary demands, but I 
think we must proceed with some business and then the point of order will 
arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: As soon as you call upon, I will get 
up. 

Mr SPEAKER: Supplementary Estimate of the Government of Bengal 
lor the year 1944-45. 68 — Extraordinary Charges in India. Sir Nazi™- 
uddin ! 
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Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL S Sir, may I rise on a point of order? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the best course would be that he moves it. 

ttr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I have my point of order regarding the 
motion itself. Now that you have called upon, the technicalities that you 
had at first raised have been met. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, if there is no motion before the House 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, you have called upon the Hon’ble 
Minister and it is on the basis of your calling upon the Hon’ble Minister 
that I have got to raise a point of order. A point of order, as you know, 
Sir, may be raised at any stage. 

Mr. SPEAKER. I know quite well that a point of order can be raised 
at any stage, but the point is that there must be some business before the 
House. I have called upon Sir Nasimuddin to move a certain motion and . 
your objection relates to that motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My objection is to the moving of the 
motion itself. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right, you go on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit that the Hon’ble Minister 
moving the demand for grant for “Extraordinary Charges in India*' cannot 
move the demand for grant tabled and for which you have called upon him 
to move. It appears from the expenditure provided under that head that 
the total amount under “Extraordinary Charges in India" for which the 
motion is proposed to be made is Rs. 9, 80, 98, 000. We are now on the Gth 
March and this amount is supposed to be spent by the 31st March, 1945. On 
a previous occasion I raised this point of order and categorically demanded 
of the Hon’ble Finance Minister whether he is in a position to state that 
not one single rupee out of the proposed additional grant has actually been 
spent to which he did say that evidently a substantial portion, if not all, 
has been spent already. I, therefore, rise today on tne authority of that 
statement that a large amount at least, if not a substantial part, of this 
sum of “Extraordinary Charges in India” has already been spent and it no 
longer remains within the category of estimates which alone can be brought 
before this House for previous approval of the Legislature in connection 
with demands to be voted by the House. Section 80 of the Government of 
India Act provides for such supplementary estimates being presented before 
the Legislature and for the opinion of the Legislature being taken thereon. 
But there are other measures contemplated in the Act for such expenses 
that have for some reason or other been already spent and have been in 
excess of the amount budgeted for and this is done usually after scrutiny by 
the Public Accounts Committee through a motion of the nature of an excess 
grant motion and in this House we had previously done that when we regu- 
larised some of the additional expenditure incurred during the year con- 
cerned. I submit, Sir, that it is wholly improper, irregular and ultra viret 
of the provision of Section 80 of the Government of India Act to seek to 
regularise and legalise an act of Government of having spent already some 
amount in excess of the amount voted for and budgeted for the current 
year. 

Sir, in this regard I have to invite your attention to the ruling given by 
President Patel in the Indian Legislative Assembly on the 16th March, 
1929, when in connection with the supplementary, demand for grant in res- 
pect of Railways, the Hon’ble President specifically put to the Hon’ble 8ir 
<1 eorge Rainy, the then Finance Member of the Government of India, 
whether to his knowledge any portion of that amount had already been 
spent. Sir George Rainy stated in reply that the expenditure had proceeded 
% anticipation of the approval of the House and he admitted that a certain 
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spent. On that the President 
ree with me when I say that if 

^ e grant voted by this Assembly, 

Government" can only come" by way of a motion for excfeas grant. That is, 
as I understand, the right parliamentary procedure.” But, Sir, in view 
of the fact that this was permitted and they were taken by surprise, the 
Hon'ble President did not want to stop the debate immediately. The 
Hon’ble President said: “Hoover as the honourable member points out 
that this practice has been in vogue for the last few years I do not wish to 
raise any objection at this stage but will see that the procedure is regularised 
in future.” Since then in the Central Legislature there has been hardly 
any attempt to bring under Supplementary Estimates amounts that have 
already been spent and there has been a healthy practice there of consulting 
the Standing Finance Committee during the course of the year if any addi- 
tional amount is required ; and the Standing Finance Committee sometimes 
approves of additional expenditure with the definite stipulation that the 
earliest opportunity will be taken by Government to take the vote of the 
legislature in regard to the amount so sanctioned. 

Here in Bengal unfortunately, we have not had that Standing Finance 
Committee procedure adopted. I submit that, in the circumstances, there 
is no possibility of Government spending in excess of the voted demand 
unless Government comes to the House earlier before actually spending the 
amount. For the last three years in succession, I have been pressing both 
in the legislature as also in the Public Accounts Committee the irregularity 
committed by Government in regard to these supplementary demands for 
grants, and the extent of the demands this year shows the atrocious conduct 
in that regard. There are demands for Bs. 65 crores and above on 38 items. 
We were originally given only two days for voting the same and after a 
good deal of negotiation and persuasion we got three days. Even so, it is 
not posible for the House to apply its mind to the demand dealing with so 
many items. Therefore, Sir, I submit that apart from the technical irre- 
gularity there is no moral justification for rushing the House in this manner 
in pasing or in voting large amounts very much in excess even of the normal 
expenditure of Government in the course of one revenue year. In the 
circumstances, Sir, I submit that you should be pleased to rule that it is 
not regular, it is ultra vires of the Act and Government must take the 
chance of putting these irregularities through the usual scrutiny of the 
Public Accounts Committee and then come to the House. That is the pro- 
cedure for excess grants as was very definitely held by President Patel in 
the Indian Legislative Asembly. 

Rfti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On this point of order, I 
have another argument to put forward. It cannot be said, Sir, that we are 
taking Government by surprise by raising this point of order which has been 
so ably raised by my honourable friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal because I 
think, Sir, that, so far as the main question is concerned, namely, whether 
incurred expenditure can be included within or named as Estimates or not, 
that point is covered by your previous ruling also. May I remind you, Sir, 
of the proceedings in relation to the second Budget for the year 1943-44 ? 
In that connection, we raised the point of order that the amount that was 
already spent could not be included in the Estimates. And, Sir, if I remem- 
ber your ruling aright, you held that that could not be done and therefore 
the Second Budget estimates for 1943-44 could not be put forward before 
the House. Those proposals were considered irregular and therefore the 
second Budget for 1943-44 had to be revised and the Bevised Budget had 
to come up before the House in September, 1943. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUUI CftAHDRA COSWAMli May I submit, Sir. 
that in presenting the Supplementary Budget we have followed the usual 
practice in this House for a number of years? It is true that for the last 
two years there has been an extraordinary additional increase of expendituii 


portion of that amount had already been 
ruled “I think the Hon’ble Member will ag 
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aad the supplementary estimates have been very heavy (Dr. Naunaksha 
S4JHTAL: Unusual!) under unusual circumstances. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
SilftAL: That is so.) As my honourable friend Dr. Sanyal has pointed 
out, there is no Standing Finance Committee here; but towards the end of 
his speech he said that we should consult the Public Accounts Committee 
and come before the legislature. I do not know exactly what he meant 
by that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is the usual procedure. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If you recognise that as 
excess grant, then it has got to come to the House through the Public 
Accounts Committee. 

The Hon’Me Mr. TUMI CHANDRA COSWAMI: That would be two 
years later. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: We have got to wait till then. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: That would he very 
inconvenient. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: For you. Ultimately you may have to 
iork out money from your own pocket. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: If I am sold 50 times 

or 100 times over that amount will still not he recovered. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal : It may be a test case.) The point is that we could help incurring 
expenditure. That is a fact which, I suppose, is appreciated by the House. 
All we could have done was to ask for block grants or lump sum prants; 
and as I explained on a previous occasion a few days ago I think it is more 
satisfactory that we should come forward with real estimates even at a 
later stage. Sir, I quite understand the honourable member’s difficulty. 
I myself wanted to bring the supplementary estimates earlier before the 
House, say, in the Novemher-December sesion, but I found it impossible to 
work it out. (l)r. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Inefficiency.) Sir, I heard that 
remark on the last* occasion also, but I do not wish to retort. I think it is 
incapacity of understanding why it was impossible. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: If the House of Commons can do it, why can’t you?') In the 
House of Commons it is the practice to sit throughout the year; they have 
continuous session and they have got a system of block grant for emergency 
expenditure. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: That is not so bad as it is.) I 
think, Sir, that the procedure we have followed in this House is the best 
in the present circumstances. 

May I submit one thing. Sir? Before you give your ruling, we mipht 
sit together and think out the best procedure. Last year you did not give 
us any directions. Mr. Deputy Speaker who was in the chair on that occa- 
sion did not give any directions but left it to you, Mr. Speaker. 

* Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is not correct. You flouted his 
ruling. You do not read the proceedings. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I read the proceed, 
ings only two hours ago and what I Tound there corroborates what I had 
definitely remembered. Mr. Deputy Speaker said that he would indicate 
the way in which his mind was working but would leave it to the Speaker to 
give a ruling. That ruling was never given. Therefore we had never any 
specific directions. This year I humbly suggest that we might consult all 
party leaders and my services would he at your disposal and we may decide 
on a course of action and you may give your direction accordingly for the 
future. 


The Hon’ble Khwajl Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Just in reply to Dr. Sanyal. 
fie has himself quoted / what President Patel held. It was admitted that 
30 
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in the Indian Legislative Assembly also this was the procedure followed in 
previous years, and after that it was decided that the present method should 
be followed in future and since then the Assembly is following this pro- 
cedure. I suggest that the same thing should be done here also. (Dr. 
Naunaksha Sanya h: It is not a new case.) As has been pointed out, no 
definite directions were given and therefore the Hon’ble Finance Miuister 
suggested that this year this might be allowed and then the Speaker might 
call a conference of leaders and after discussion we may decide what the 
procedure should be in future. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I stand corrected. The 
ruling I referred to was given by the Deputy Speaker and not by yourself. 
But, Sir, so long as you do not revise that ruling, it holds good and the 
ruling was emphatic on the point that incurred expenditure could not be 
included in and presented as the Estimates. There was that ruling in 
pursuance of which a revised budget was prepared and placed before the 
House in September, 1943. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. There has been some controversy regarding certain 
facts 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No controversy. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: They have got to be ascertained. You Lave made 
certain statements 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But the fact is not denied. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I mean with regard to the ruling. So far as the other 
facts are concerned, they are all admitted. But with regard to the direction 
given by the Chair 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That does not matter. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Kuling is a matter of 
record. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: May 1 quote Mr. 
Deputy Speaker’s own word : “Although 1 have my views about it— I have 
given some indication of my views before — I leave it to Mr. Speaker and it 
is for him to decide whether he will allow it or not”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AY ill you read out the indication of 
his ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Here the Deputy 
Speaker definitely says that he does not give a ruling and that he has left 
it to the Speaker. (Interruption.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why then were revised esti- 
mates necessary ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I am talking of the 
supplementary estimates. 1 am talking of what took place on the 28th 
February ana not before. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That was the second time we raised 
the point. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That was my time. Dr. Sanyal, have you got anything 
more to say? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit that the matter has been 
before you for a pretty long- time and also before Government for a pretty 
long time. We have also waited on you in your Chamber and explained our 
difficulties in this connection. We submit that we feel that you are also 
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Tobiiy with your own decision. That decision must be made blown to the 
House at least for Government to correct itself in future, if not in the 
immediate present. We consider it irregular and ultra vires of the Act and 
we leave it to you to give your ruling. This kind of holding up things till 
eternity has been the bane of our legislative work and we do not propose 
to wait for further conferences and meetings. Our point is clear. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The point raised is of great importance. Speaking 
for myself, I have not been able to give that much attention to the subject 
that’ it deserves. But on a cursory glance at the provisions of the law and 
the rules, it appears to me to be perfectly clear that the law never contem- 
plated inclusion of incurred expenditure in supplementary estimates. But 
the practice has been going on somewhat irregularly for some time. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: In spite of protests! 

Mr. SPEAKER: And following that practice and without a definite 
direction from the Chair, they have even this year presented supplementary 
demands in a way which strictly speaking is not quite regular. But in view 
of the practice that has been going on this matter has been allowed to be 
placed nefore the House. I don’t think that, any useful purpose will be 
served by disallowing the motion altogether. I therefore allow the motion 
but in future I will give definite directions on the point which I hope 
Government will follow. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Give the directions now for the 
future ! 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 would give you definite directions on Monday. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you, Sir 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

63 — Extraordinary Charges in India. 

The Honlile Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 9,80.98,000 
be* granted for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary Charges in 
India” during the current year. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Before we take up the cut motions, on 
behalf of the entire opposition groups and parties, I submit to you that 
tonight’s session be extended til] such hour as the reasonable debate on 
various issues raised may require and the debate may be concluded. I sub- 
mit that it is not possible for the Opposition to bring out their points in a 
.short period up to 7-30 p.m. and it would be desirable for us to sit much 
longer than the usual period. In view of the very large amount of expendi- 
ture incurred and the huge amount of money demanded, we feel that Govern- 
ment will not object to our longer sitting and if that is not permitted we 
shall have to decide on our course of action regarding these motions. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: In view of the considerations which Dr, 
Sanyal has put forward, we have added one more day to the voting of these 
demands. Previously, we used to have only two days. On a representation 
made by Dr. Sanyal to you. Government agreed to allot another day when 
you brought it to their notice. That was how three days were given, 'ibis 
year, you will find that the Assembly is sitting for full three hours whereas 
previously it used to sit only for two hours and forty-five minutes. In view 
of all therfe, I would suggest that the time should not be extended further, 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On this point, 1 must say that 
the attitude of the Chief Whip of the Government is very ungenerous 
because when the Government have indulged in spending unlimited crores 
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«# the mere addition of one day to the debate is a verv poor consola- 

You know that there is not only the question of legality and legiti- 
Mateness of expenditure but various allegations are made against the 
Government on various grounds and the Opposition must have adequate 
time and opportunity for discussing and for ventilating the grievances of 
the people. Either Government must agree to sit earlier or such opi>or- 
tunities should be made available to the Opposition which will mean doing 
justice to the matter. Unless that is done, we are not going to nave a mere 
mock debate which will be absolute farce and we are not going to 
countenance that. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The whole difficulty arises from this. It is a question 
of half an hour only. That is not much. We generally rise at 7-dO p.m. 
and I understand from the note of Dr. Sanyal handed to the office that the 
Assembly should sit till 8 p.m. 

Of. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That is the programme. I have not 
confined myself to that. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry if I am wrong because I have based my 
•tatement on your note which was handed to the office. The real difficulty, 
so far as I have understood it, is a question of convenience of members. 


Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Let us sit earlier then. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Perhaps members would not like to sit till late hours. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We must. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Opposition is always ready. I quite see that. I 
feel that this is a matter entirely for arrangement between the Government 
and the Opposition groujis. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY! That is in your hands. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a matter of arrangement between you and the 
Government. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: You can compel the Government 
to sit the whole night. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: May I make one submission? The 
matter is really in your hands. We are asked to consider and vote for the 
grants of the amount of Rs. 65 crores. There are 88 items and some of 
these items individually amount to more than one crore of rupees and we 
have been given two hours a day for three days. That means six hours 
altogether to pass a budget of 65 crores of rupees. This, I consider, Sir, 
is monstrous. Recently, Sir, in view of the strenuous labour we have to 
put in here we have increased our salary. I do not see any reason why we 
should not ait for longer hours. This decision being in your hands I hope 
you will decide that we will sit for longer hours and discuss the items 
properly. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I suggest that during the 
Prayer interval you call the leaders in a conference and discuss and settle 
the matter. It has been very correctly pointed out by you that it is a matter 
in which members are interested and, as you are aware, previously we used 
to meet at 4-45 p.m. but owing to lighting restrictions and black-out diffi- 
culties and difficulty in getting conveyance at night we advanced the time 
of the meeting of the Council from 2-30 p.m. to 1-30 p.m. to enable us to 
meet at 4 p.m. so that we*may get away earlier. We want to sit till 7-30 
p.m. and not more but there are other views also. So it would be better if 
you call leaders in your room and discuss the matter for a settlement. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that would be the best course. 



jjjj j DEMAND FOB GRANT. «* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Provided the Government is agreeable ; 
otherwise we do not want to carry on this debate which would he a sham and 
a mockery. This is absolutely a trickery to draw us into this game. This 
British method of asking us to participate in the debate in this manner is 
an absolute trickery. I am not going to submit to this kind of game. They 
have no reply to some of the charges. We know of thousands and thousands 
of charges where they have squandered and stolen the money and this 
Government is so corrupt that they cannot face an enquiry, they cannot face 
the legislature and meet the charges. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you will have ample opportunity to discuss 
the matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Give us that ample opportunity and 
we will be satisfied. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will see that you get the fullest opportunity. We 
can now go on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is your decision, Sir? How 
many minutes shall I get for the presentation of my case? You cannot cut 
me in the middle. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You just go on and you will have your time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Let me know how many minutes I will 

get. 

Mr. 8PEAICER: First move your motion, Dr. Sanyal. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: But I have to arrange my speech within 
the time that you will allow me. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Generally I allow fifteen minutes and in this case I 
will allow you more time. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Unless you give us a complete 
picture of the whole thing and give us sufficient time, it is no use proceeding 
with the business. It within the allotted time -you give more time to one 
member you will be cutting the time of other members who want to speak. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The matter is entirely in your hands. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Kiran Sankar Hoy has pertinently 
pointed out that we have been called upon to deal with a budget of 65 
crores. Formerly the Bengal budget used to cover Id crores and we used 
to get 17 days. For 65 crores, that is, five times the amount of such budgets, 
we are going to get three days or six hours in all. From that point of view 
we ought to have got five times the usual budget period of 17 days for 
the supplementary budget. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: We want, your decision here and 
now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We cannot settle all these things in the House. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: You adjourn now for five minutes 
and decide the matter. We do not vcant to be blindfolded by Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you so like, I have no objection hut in that case you 
will lose ten or fifteen minutes of your time for that. 

The House stands adjourned for ten minutes and I would request the 
leaders to meet me in my chamber. 

(The House was accordingly adjourned for ten minutes.) 
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(Afitt adjournment.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: Sir, may we have your decision as to 
whether you are prepared to allow reasonable debate in the House and stand 
by the rights of the Legislature to examine Government proposals for 
demands for grants in all their aspects fully and fairly giving this House a 
proper chance and opportunity to debate, and I submit that we may require 
a much longer sitting than is usual in this House. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I quite realise the desire of the Opposition to sit for 
longer hours on a question like this but a programme, I understand, was 
practically agreed upon. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, no. In fact, if you look up the 
proceedings you will find that on that very day we demanded whole-night 
sitting. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: However, as the number of days are concerned I was 
told that originally only two days were fixed. Subsequently it was extended 
by one day more. 

Dr NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; That is true; even so we demanded longer 
hours. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, you are demanding it, there is no doubt about 
it. That is palpable by your opposition here m this House. I had a talk 
with the leaders and as far as I could understand their claim was for one 
more day. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will you look up the proceedings? 
You will be disillusioned, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: l)r. Sanyal, I am not speaking what happened in this 
House. I was not here. I am speaking of what happened in my chamber 
just now. It appears to me that what was demanded in the chamber was an 
extra day (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal : and longer hours) and there was 
also an indication that they ought to sit earlier — not later. It means sitting 
earlier. That is what Mr. Roy expressly stated. So far as 1 am concerned 
I pointed out my difficulties. The rules are there. We can sit earlier 
only by arrangement but I can certainly prolong the sitting. That is a 
different matter. That is in my power no doubt but even there I have got 
to consult the convenience of members. If the members say that they are 
unwilling to continue late in the night on account of black-out and other 
difficulties, I cannot force them to be present. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
Sanyal: Black-out may be lifted while the Assembly is in session.) I am 
speaking of the present state of things. There had been opposition from 
the Opposition to sit longer hours on some occasions. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
Sanyal: Sitting late hours. There is a great deal of difference between 
the two.) Even sometimes there was opposition. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: 
IWhen there were snakes here in this building.) Who knows there are not 
snakes even now. (Laughter.) I think we are losing much time in this 
way. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: We are losing crores and crores of 
rupees, let us lose a few hours.) WTiat I suggested was, let us go on with the 
work and let us reduce the question time by halt an hour for two days. 

(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: No, no.) 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Questions cannot be sabotaged 
only to accommodate the Government. There are questions even from 1§42 
held up. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If the House is not agreeable to come to some arrange- 
ment, then I am helpless. All that I can say is this : let us go on and I 
will see what is reasonable. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We cannot travel in a blind 
alley* 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you ask me that I must say here and now bow long 
we are going to sit, that is tying the hands of the Speaker. That is* not 
desirable. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We expect the Spaker to rise 
up to the occasion and to adjust the requirements against the time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am certainly trying. I have tried my best to accom- 
modate the Opposition and I will always try to meet the wishes of the 
Opposition. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We can assemble at 1 and Gov- 
ernment ought to agree to that. The Upper House can sit at 11. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Let us proceed with this. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: No, Sir. Are we tools in the 
hands of the Government to serve according to their convenience ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This is a question which cannot be decided in the 
House in this way because all that I can do is to proceed according to rules. 
I am going to proceed according to rules. I will do that, but if you ask 
me to tell you from before how Jong 1 am going to sit and how long 1 am 
going to compel the House to sit in other words, it is a very difficult task 
for me. If the majority of the members say “We are not going to sit ” 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We are not dictating to you; we 
want your help and direction. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: May I request you to give us an 
assurance that you will prolong the time to some extent at least. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There must be reasonable debate. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I can assure you to this extent that I will try to see 
that you get more time. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That is nothing. You ought to 
speak out your mind more clearly. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You assure us reasonable debate. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: “Reasonable time” is a very vague term. Perhaps 
from your point of view, as has l>een stated by some, “reasonable debate” 
means that as this budget deals with 65 crores, five times the normal budget, 
therefore five times the normal times is necessary, which means 5x16*76 
days. It may be argued in that way. Therefore, what is “reasonable 
time” is a matter of opinion. Therefore I would request you to resume the 
work. I will try my nest to help you. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The tragedy of the whole thing 
is that you always expect the Opposition to be reasonable and to leave things 
to you but you can never compel the Government to reciprocate the reason- 
ableness. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not in my hand to compel the Government. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8AMYAL: Then let us not have this farce. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, with great respect I want 
to correct one statement which you have been pleased to make so far as I 
am concerned. I did not say that one day more should be given to the debate. 

I was wanting extension of 'time lor reasonable debate— whether by exten- 
sion of days or extension of hours. That is one thing I want to submit 
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to you. The second thing, Sir, is that we are demanding extension of 
time. Instead of your giving any ruling or any decision let us first of all 
enquire from the Leader of the House how is he going to accommodate us 
or whether he refuses to accommodate us at all ana then we will come to a 
decision. Therefore, first of all J would request him to make a statement. 

Mr. SPEAKERS There ought to be mutual understanding. 

(Cries of “We want to hear the Leader of the House ’ 9 from the 
Opposition.) 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Six, the original demand 
was for extension of time and I first protested against that extension, but 
later on I agreed to extend the time by one day. I have come to learn 
that the Whips have represented to Mr. Speaker that the hours of sitting 
might be extended till 8 o’clock, which would mean one and half hours for 
these three days. We might also suggest that for these three days ques- 
tions may be finished half an hour earlier. (Cries of “no, no” from the 
Opposition.) Sir, we have tried to accommodate whenever it appeared that 
a reasonable reouest has been made. (Cries of “Question, question” from 
the Opposition benches.) As the Hon’ble Mr. Speaker pointed out there 
have been occasions when Opposition have refused to sit one minute longer. 
When we asked on the occasion of the debates over the Secondary Educa- 
tion Bill that the House should sit longer, the Opposition refused to sit 
even one minute after 7 o’clock. 


Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U : 


Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: 

Bill. 


We stick to that. 

That won’t apply to a Finance 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a matter of opinion. 
The Secondary Education Bill was considered just as important as financial 
matters both here and outside. Government are still prepared, if the 
Opposition so choose, to have Friday for this business. (Cries of ‘‘No, no” 
from the Opposition Benches.) 


Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Friday is a non-official day. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If they do not accept our 
views, I have got nothing further to add. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, in response to the request from 
the Leader of the Congress Tarty the Hon’ble the Leader of the House has 
made a few suggestions, each one of which is to curtail the privilege of 
the Opposition either in the matter of interpellations or in the matter of 
non-official business. W e cannot accede to anv of these suggestions. If the 
Leader of the House is anxious to accommodate the Opposition by exten- 
aion of time for discussion of the supplementary estimute, he ought to 
curtail the official bu&ness and make a present to us of those days and that 
time will he available for this business. 


Mr. 8PEAKER. Is there going to be an agreement ? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Government is not in a mood to 
agree. 

■*"■*■« I would just try to explain. (Cries of “no, 
”? ,/ ro “ th « Opposition Benches 1 I do not see why the offer of the Leader 
«f the House cannot be acceptable to the House. (Cries of “no, no” and 
V* do not want to hear you” from tike Opposition.) 

t. JSkSSfSS?"" AM "“' H “ I-**' •< H™* failed 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: If this attitude is taken, we can also reci- 
procate in the same manner. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Are you speaking in a parlour P 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: If you do not want to hear anything from 
me I won’t speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. There must be an end of this state of 
things. We must proceed with our business. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This is our business and we want your 
ruling. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No question of ruling arises. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: You express your mind. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have already expressed my mind. I cannot go 
beyond that. I will try my best to accommodate yoSi as far us practicable. 
That is all I can tell you. I cannot go beyond that. If you want to have 
anything definite, it must be by an understanding with the Government. 
If there be any understanding between Government and the Opposition, 
certainly it will be a very good thing, and I shall he very glad. I was 
expecting an agreement on a matter like this. Now, if it is a question of 
a day only, we have got to find out a day. Sir Nazimuddin has offered 
Friday hut that is a non-official day. (Cries of ‘'no, no’’ from the Opposi- 
tion.) Sir Nazimuddin, can we not take any other day? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No other day is available. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Let us sit at & p.ra. every day 
and let us have one exrta day. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: That is a very reasonable 
suggestion . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, will you kindly move your motion? I 
shall give you every opportunity that is in my power. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, in view of the attitude expressed 
by the Leader of the House reflecting upon the views of the Opposition and 
in view of the fact that you feel helpless in regard to assuring reasonable 
debate, I feel that no useful purpose will be served by our moving our motions. 

Sir, we have got a large number of specific instances of maladministra- 
tion, corruption, bribery (Mr. Kasanka Skkhaji Sanyal: What not?) and 
practical waste of the country’s resources by the Government, particularly 
the Department in charge of Civil Supplies, Civil Defence and so on. 
In the absence of reasonable opportunities in this House, we propose to 
call upon our countrymen officials and non-officials inside the legislature 
and outside to undertake a campaign against bribery, corruption, malprac- 
tice and maladministration and we invite the co-operation of all sections of 
this House, if they so choose, in that attempt. We shall issue appeals even 
to officials concerned to stand up and protect their own reputation, even if 
they get unholy directions from the Ministry above, in order to keen the 
fair name of this province unsullied. We shall not in that event find any 
necessity of using this forum today for placing all our facts before the 
legislature. W T e shall be prepared, if Government so chooses, to place all 
materials before any impartial Enquiry Committee as the Famine Inquiry 
Commission; that Commission came and sought our assistance and having 
been satisfied with some of our points and thoroughly convinced about the 
maladministration of the Government of Bengal are shortly going to issue, 
if the Government of India permit publication, a most damaging report 
about the activities of the Department of Civil Supplies, particularly with 
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regard to distribution of food, appointment of Mr. Ispahani and the like. 
(We shall take the same measure, the same course. If Government have 
courage, either Government here or the Government of India or the Parlia- 
ment through a Boyal Commission should investigate into the maladminis- 
tration that has caused Bengal so much suffering and distress and has 
managed practically to bring down the name of Bengal to mud. We shall 
be prepared to co-operate in such enquiry. In the meantime, we appeal 
to all persons to help us in collecting facts and materials; and in so doing 
we hope and trust that they will try themselves to ascertain the correctness 
of these instances and materials before they pass them on to us and the 
Whips of the Opposition will be prepared to keep strict confidence if they 
are contacted. The strictest confidence will be maintained; if any officials 
are prepared to give us facts and materials about the Department we 
shall try to help them as much as possible in the interests of the nation, 
and we feel that there are many officials who are likely to be helpful in 
this connection. If any non-official comes across instances we shall bring 
them to light and thus carry on a campaign to establish the fair name of 
Bengal. We do not propose to take any part in the debate in this manner 
and we shall take other measures. Unless Government is prepared, and 
unless you are prepared, to assure a reasonable debate we do not propose to 
move our motions. 

Mr 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US* On behalf of mv party I fully endorse 
the observations made by Dr. Sanyal and I also call upon the members of 
my party to leave the House without taking any part in this sham and mock 
debate. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I find Sir Nazimuddin 
laughing. He is glorified and he will remain glorified tor what he has 
done during the past two years. It has already been submitted by Dr. 
Sanyal how* the. Department of Civil Supplies functions and for a reasonable 
debate sufficient time should be given to the members of the House. That 
has not been done. I am at one with the observations made by previous 
speakers and I and my party will not take part in this debate. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Corruption, thy name is Bengal 
Government ! 

(Opposition members then walked out.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Before I put this demand to the House and before I 
allow the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy to move his motion, I want to be sure 
about the programme. I think that the prayer begins at 6-45 p.ra. I pro- 
pose to come back at 7 p.m. The House will stand adjourned up to 7 p.m. 
and I will come back. I hope we shall then be in a position to finish our 
business. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Why Sir. Let us finish it now. 

Khan Bahadur 4A8IMUDDIN AHMAD: Let us finish the business 

now. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have got no objection. What I want to be sure 
about is the Government programme. It was settled that this business 
would last for three days. Subsequently a circular has been issued that 
two Demands will be disposed of today. So, I think that these two matters 
should be disposed of today. Iflhe Opposition has thought fit to leave the 
House, it does not matter. We must proceed with the business. That is 
what I am feeling. I wanted to know what the exact programme is. That 
is why I want alittle time to consult the Secretary. From the Secretary, 
I understand, and I am satisfied, that according to the programme two 
items, vis,, “66 — Extraordinary Charges in India” and ‘‘85 A — Capital 
Outlay on Provincial Schemes connected with the War, 1939” have to he 
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disposed of today. So, we have got to proceed with those two items of 
business. Sir Nazimuddin has already moved his demand and it is before 
the House now. 

Does any honourable member wish to speak on the demand? 

(No response.) 

• The motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin that a sum of 
Es. 9,80,98,000 be granted for expenditure under the head '*63 — Extra- 
ordinary Charges in India” during the current year was then put and 
agreed to. 

S5A — Capital outlay on Provincial Schemes connected with the War, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 9. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Ks. 48,80,30,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “85 A — Capital outlay on Pro- 
vincial Schemes connected with the War, 1939” during the current year. 

Sir, I am extremely sorry that the Opposition are not here to ventilate 
their charges on the floor of the House and they have contented themselves 
by making scurrilous remarks and insinuations. I would have liked to 
hear what they have got to say and 1 would have liked to tell them also 
what I have to say in reply. I feel they have really nothing of importance 
to place before the House, and they imagine they will be able to create 
with the help of a sympathetic press an atmosphere of prejudice against us 
far better by walking out than by making statements which could easily 
be refuted on the floor of the House. They claim to he the protagonists of 
a clean administration. I need hardly say to this House that those who 
had hitherto supported a pretty rotten administration shoulfl be the last 
persons to come and play the role of great protagonists of a clean udminis* 
tration. I am sure the persons who have time io think will just evaluate 
their actions at what they are worth which is nothing. Sir, I place the 
motion before the House for acceptance. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-40 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 7tb March, 1945, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding! of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act f 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 7 th March, 1946, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr, Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali), in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and 181 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Assault on security prisoners in the Presidency Jail. 

•94. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether he 
received telegraphic messages, dated the 25th April, 1943, from certain 
M.L.As. now longed in the Presidency Jail severally and also jointly relate 
ing to assault on the security prisoners in the Presidency Jail? 

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when he received those telegraphic messages and wffiat action 
or actions did he take in respect of complaint made in them? 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table the contents 
of the telegraphic, messages? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether he received any other letter or letters from the members 

referred to in («), and if so, 

(ii) when; 

(Hi) what were the contents of those letters; 

(iv) w r hat action or actions he proposes to take on the complaints made 
in those letters; and 

(r) whether any of the Hon ’hie Ministers or the Inspector-General of 
Prisons visited the Presidency Jail after receiving the informa- 
tion of the incident of the 26th April, 1943. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED A LI (on behalf of the Hon’blo Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin). (a) to (d) The subject-matter of this question was fully 
dealt with in mv reply to question No, 439, dated the 23rd Dune, 1944, 
asked bv Mr. Sibnath Hanerjee and I refer the honourable member to the 
interpellations on that question. 

Want of quorum. 

The attention of Mr, Speaker being drawn by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal 
that there was no quorum in the House, a count was taken and as there 
was no quorum, the bell was rung. Afterwards there was quorum in the 
House. 

Regarding assault on soourity prisoners in Presidency Jail. 

•95. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

( i ) whether one telegram, dated the 25th April, 1943, was sent by an 
M.L.A., and another telegram on the same date jointly by other 
M.L.As., all security prisoners in Presidency Jail, to tne Hon’ble 
Home Minister informing him of the assault on security prisoner* 
of Presidency Jail and praying for his personal intervention in the 
matter; 



(w) whether a letter was sent by Srijut Niharendu Dutt Majumdw on 
behalf of all the security prisoners in Presidency Jail to the 
Hon’ble Home Minister, confirming the two telegrams, dated the 
26-th April, 1943, referred to in (a), and giving further details 
and urging him for immediate intervention and relief; 

(Hi) whether another M.L.A. in reply to the Hon’ble Home Minister’s 
letter, dated the 28th April, 1943, sent a letter to him on the 6th 
May, 1943, appealing to him to visit the security prisoners in 
Presidency Jail and ease the tension without delay; 

(it?) whether in response to a desire expressed by the Hon’ble Home 
Minister through a memorandum of the Superintendent of Pre- 
sidency Jail, dated the 10th May, 1943, the member referred to 
in (a) (iii) and another member sent on the 12tl. May, 1943, an 
urgent appeal to him either to personally take up the matter or 
expedite the trial in the Chief Presidency Magistrate’s Court, 
along with a copy of the complaint filed Wore the Chief Pre- 
sidency Magistrate by Srijut Anil Ghosh and Usha Roy and the 
relevant portions of the affidavit filed by Srijut Sibnath 
Banerjee, m.l.a., in the Hon’ble High Court in connection with 
his Habeas Corpus application ; 

( v ) the respective dates when these appeals and representations were 
received by him; 

(vi) what steps were taken by him regarding the respective represen- 

tations : 

(vii) whether he has visited the Presidency Jail even once after the 

incident on the 25th April, 1943; and 
(vtii) if not, the reasons thereof? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table copies 
of the documents referred to in (t), (ti), (iii) and ( iv )P 

(c) What steps does the Hon’ble Minister propose to take to redress the 
wrongs done to the security prisoners and reassure them of the safety of 
their life and limbs in Presidency Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaia 
8ir Nazivmiddin): (ff) to (c) The subject-matter of this question was fully 
dealt with in my reply to question No. 439, dated the 23rd June, 1944, 
asked by Mr. Sinnath Banerjee, and I refer the honourable member to the 
interpellations on that question. 

Assault on security prisoners in the Presidency Jail. 

*88. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAJUMtDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that — 

(i) on the 27th March, 1943, a telegram was addressed to Govern- 

ment complaining of a tense situation in the Presidency Jail 
on account of certain incidents which took place the previous 
evening ; 

(ii) numerous complaints had been made by the security prisoners of 

the said jail regarding their treatment and the continued default 
of the Jail authorities in supplying- articles permissible under the 
Bengal Security Prisoners Rules; 

Jn») on the 22nd April last Inspector-General of Prisons visited the 
Presidency Jail and that serious allegations and complaints were 
made to him by the security prisoners relating to the inefficiency 
and incompetence of certain jail officials with the particular 
reference to one Additional Jailor; 
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{iv) on the 25th April an assault took place on the securitf* prisoners 
of the Presidency Jail as a result of which about thirty prisoners 
were injured, of whom three had to be removed to the Medical 
College Hospitals ; 

(v) several complaints have been made by the security prisoners to 
Government relating to the incident of the 25th April, and 
making serious allegations against the aforesaid Additional 
Jailor and others ; and 

(vi) complaint has been made against certain punishment inflicted on 
Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a., stopping — 

(A) his interviews, and 
( B ) letter, 

for the last two months? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government 
made any enquiry on the spot relating to — 

(t) the incident of assault on the security prisoners which took place 
on the 25th April; 

(it) the incident complained of in the questioner’s telegraphic communi- 
cation of the 27th March as referred to above; 

(tit) various other complaints regarding the treatment of the security 
prisoners and the administration of Bengal Security Prisoners 
Rules in the Presidency Jail; and 

(iv) the cojnplaint of punishment on Srijut Nishitha Nath Kundu as 
aforementioned ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what are the results of such enquiry? 

S lf the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
ised to state what are the reasons thereof ? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether his attention 
has been drawn to the remarks of the Chief Presidency Magistrate in a 
recent judgment in the case of Mr. Mobarak Mazdoor relating to the con- 
duct of the same Additional Jailor of the Presidency Jail ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whether he is contem- 
plating to hold any enquiry into the — 

(t) incidents and state of affairs concerning the security prisoners in 
the Presidency Jail; and 
(it) conduct of the same Additional Jailor? 

(ff) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state under what 
authority and how these prisoners are now being detained ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the HonWo Khwala 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) to (<?) The subject-matter of this question was fully 
dealt with in my reply to question No. 439, dated the 23rd June, 1944, 
asked by Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, and I refer the honourable member to the 
interpellations on that question. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Alleged assault on security prisoners in the Presidency Jail. 

32 , Hr. SIBNATH BANERJEEl (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charges of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact-s^ ^ 

(*) that in the evening of the 25th April, 1943, there was an assault 
on security prisoners in Presidency Jail by some of the Jail 
Officers, warders and ordinary prisoners; 
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(u) tbwf as a result about 30 of the security prisoners including* Srijut 
Dharanath Bhattacherya, aged over 60 years, were seriously 
wounded ; 

(nt) that three of the security prisoners, vis., Srijuts Anil Ghosh, Ujaha 
Hanjan Boy and Murari Banerjee had to be removed to medical 
College Hospitals that very night in a bleeding and unconscious 
condition ; and 

(iv) that the Hon’ble Home Minister was immediately informed of the 
incident? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the Hon'ble Home Minister has visited the jail after the 

incident; and 

(u) if so, what steps he has taken to find out the culprits and to punish 

them; 

(Hi) whether — 

(1) Srijut Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a., lodged a complaint to 

the Chief Presidency Magistrate on the 27th April, 1943, 
through tile jail office, 

(2) Srijut Satyesh Bhattacherya filed a case in the court of the 

Chief Presidency Magistrate on the 28th April, 1943, and 

(3) Srijuts Anil Ghosh and Usha Hanjan Roy jointly filed a case 

on the 6th May, 1943, to the Chief Presidency Magistrate 
through the jail office in the presence of ltai Bahadur Jaffa- 
bandhu Bhattacharya, Deputy Commissioner, Special 
Branch (2); 

(»r) whether it is a fad that as no case was started by tbe Chief Presi- 
dency Magistrate a notice was given to the Hon’ble Home 
Minister on the 10th June, 1943, by Srijuts Satin Sen, Nishitha 
Nath Kundu, m.l.a., Sibnath Banerjee, m.l.a., and 10 other 
security prisoners that unless Government took steps they would 
be compelled to take upon themselves voluntary sufferings like 
fasting, etc., after the 25th June, 1943; 

(d whether on the 25th June, 1943, the Deputy Secretary informed 
the security prisoners that the cases filed before the Chief Presi- 
dency Magistrate were sent, hack to the court by Government 
for disposal ; 

(vi) whether many of the accused and the witnesses have already been 
transferred or released from this jail ; 

(vfo) whether anv case has been started up till now (3rd September, 
1943); and 

(viii) what are the reasons for the delay in starting the criminal case 
after the application was made? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (h) The subject- 
matter of this question was fully dealt with in niv reply to question No. 439, 
dated the 23rd June, 1944, asked by Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, uud I refer the 
honourable member to the interpellations on that question. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Controlled prioe of rioe, paddy and opal during 1941-42. 

*196. Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state what were 
the different controlled rates for — 

(1) rice. 
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(2) paddy, and 

(3) coal 

during the financial years 1941-42 and 1942-43 ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how long the Govern- 
ment intend to control the rates of those articles? 

(< c ) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of decontrolling 
the rates of those articles in th$ near future P 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 3. 
Suhrawardy): (a) Two statements are laid on the Table. 

(b) Till normal conditions return. 

(c) No. 

Statement I, referred to in reply to clauses (a)(1) and {2) of starred question No. 136. 

Controlled rates of rice and paddy during the financial years 1941-42 

and 1942 - 43 . 

1941- 42. 

Prices of rice and paddy were not controlled during this year. 

1942- 43. 

{%) From 1-4-1942 to Prices of rice and paddy were not controlled anywhere in 

30- 0-1942. Bengal. 

(ii) From 1 -7 - 1942 to Prices of rice and paddy were not controlled in the districts 

21-7-1942. The prices of rice and not of paddy were controlled in 

Calcutta where they were as follows: — 

Wholesale . Retail . 

Coarse rice .. Rs.5-12 per maund .. Rs.6-4 per maund. 

Medium rioe . . Rs.6-4 per maund . . Rs.6-12 per maund. 

(in) From 22-7-1942 to Prices of both rioe and paddy were controlled only in 
10-3*1943. Calcutta where they were as follows: — 

Riot. 

Wholesale ex- Wholesale ex- Retail, 

mill. godown. 

Coarse rioe . . Rs.6-8 per Rs.6-12 per Rs.7-4 per maund ; 

maund. maund. 3annas per seer. 

Medium rioe . . Rs.7 per maund Rs.7-4 per maund Re. 7-12 per maund; 

3annas 3pi« per 
seer. 

Paddy . 

Price at mill rate. 

paddy . . Rs.3-10 per maund. 

Medium paddy .. Rs.4 per maund. 

(iv) From 11-3-1943 to Prices of rioe and paddy were not oontrolled either in 

31- 3-1943. Calcutta or in the districts. 
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1942-43. 

Prites were not controlled till 19th January, 1943. 



Wholesale 

Retail 


prioe per 

prioe per 


mauiid. 

maund. 


He. a. 

Rs. a. 

From 19-1-1943 to 2-2-1943 

1 4 

1 6 

From 3-2-1943 to 17-3-1943 

12 

1 9 

FVom 18-3-1943 to 7-6-1943 

10 

1 6 

From 8-6-1943 

12 

1 8 


Df« NALIHAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the honourable member pleased 
to state which dates these tables refer toP 

194^2^194243^"^^ MAHMOOD: Dates are already mentioned— year t< 

Dr* HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the honourble member be pleased 
to state the dates and not tihe years covered by this statement P 

Mr* ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Dates are already there in tin- 
statement — from 1st April 1942, to 30th June, 1942, and so on. 

Regarding special cells for persons arrested under Defence of India Rules. 

M4B. Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: (1) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 

(а) that some persons arrested under rule 129 of the Defence of India 

Rules are now being committed to the custody of the Intelligenoe 
Branch and Special Branch and kept there for two months; 

(б) that for this purpose special cells have been constructed in their 

offices in 13-16, Lord Sinha Road; 

(c) that the area of these cells is 8 f x&; 

(d) that two or more persons are some times kept in them; 

(e) that they are very powerfully lighted during the whole of the night; 
if) that persons committed to custody there are not provided with bed- 
dings and mosquito nets; 

(g) that they are kept within the cells for 24 hours ; 

(h) that food supplied there is extremely bad ; 

(i) that persons committed to custody there are not supplied with news- 

paper even at their own cost; 

(J) that Sj. Aran Mukherjee, now detained at Dum Dum Chntral JaiL 
was arrested on the 27th August, 1944, and kept there for (wo 
months; and 
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(k) that he was subjected to interrogation for a oontinuous period ol 
72 hours at a stretch ? 

(2) If the answers to the above are in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Hiaister be pleased to state— 

(a) whether the area of 8' x 8' is sufficient for one person to live in not 

to speak of more than one ; 

( b ) whether he contemplates making necessary arrangements for pro- 

viding good food, necessary bedding and mosquito nets and other 
amenities of life including facilities for walking and supply of 
newspapers ; 

(c) whether the practice of interrogation for a continuous period of 

72 hours or more is being followed with his knowledge and 
approval or whether the Intelligence Branch and Special Branch 
officers have been given full powers to practise these modern 
scientific methods of torture according to their will; and 

( d ) whether the Hon'ble Minister proposes to put a stop to these 

methods of torture? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (1) (a) Yes; they are detained for periods varying up 
to the maximum of two months. 

(6) The Special Branch have no cells and all prisoners to be interrogated 
by that Branch are kept in the Lalbazar lock-ups. The construction of the 
cells in the Intelligence Branch was long overdue and has no connection with 
the Defence of India Rules. 

(c) The area of each cubicle is 8' 8£" x 8' 5 # . 

(d) Not more than two persons are ever kept in each cell and generally 
it is occupied by one person only. 

(e) to (i) and (k) No. 

0) Yes. 

(2) (a) The space provided is sufficient. 

(b) to (d) Do not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: From answer (b) do I understand the 
honourable member to say that the Intelligence Branch has some special 
cells constructed at 13-15, Lord Sinha Road? 

Kh«n Bahadur MOHAMMED AU: The Special Branch have no cells 
and all prisoners to be interrogated by that Branch are kept in the Lall 
Bazar lock-up. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (5), may I 
point out that it has been stated that the Special Branch have no cells nut 
the construction of the cells in the Intelligence Branch was long overdue 
and has no connection with the Defence of India Rules. The implication 
is that some cells have been constructed not bv the Special Branch but by 
ttie Intelligence Branch. My question is, do I understand the Government 
to say that the Intelligence Branch — not the Special Branch — have some 
special cells constructed at 13-15, Ix>rd Sinha Road? 

Ktlpll Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Special Branch, as I have 
stated, have no cells and the Intelligence Branch have some cells and the 
construction of them was overdue — the construction is being completed. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Sj. A run Mukherjee who admittedly was confined in one of 
the Intelligence Branch cells was confined in connection with the Defence 
of India Rides or otherwise? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I refer the honourable member to 
my answer (;) where I have stated that Aran Mukherjee was arrested on 
the 27th August and kept in the Dum Dum Jail for two months. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Was he confined in one of these cell® in 
connection with the Defence of India Rules — that is my question* 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: The answer is clear 

Mr. SPEAKER: If it is clear, you need not ask anything. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In that case why is it stated that the 
Intelligence Branch has no connection whatsoever with the Special Branch t 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou cannot ask that. Yon put any other question 
if you like. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
state whether any other prisoner in connection with the Defence of India 
Rules has ever been confined in any of these cells for two months or so for 
the purpose of interrogation? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir; prisoners have been 
(‘unfilled in the Intelligence Branch cells and the maximum period is two 
months. No prisoner has been confined for over that period. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference to answer (1) («) 
to (i) and (k), viz.^No”, which is also the answer to question No. (/) (a), 
viz., “that they are kept within the cells for 24 hours”, and in view of nis 
answer that “prisoners have been confined in the cells and the maximum 
period is two months”, will the Jlon’ble Minister be pleased to stab* what 
is the meaning of this answer “No”? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The answer “No” refers to quea* 
tions (!) (e) to (t) and (k), viz., the cells are very powerfully lighted during 
the whole of the night, etc. To all these three questions the answer is 
“No.”. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: The answer (/) (r) to (i) and ( k ) 
certainly includes the answer to question ( 1 ) (g) which run® thus “that they 
are kept within the cells for 24 hours”. The answer is “No.”, and in view 
of your admission that “they are detained in cells for j>eriod» varying up to 
the maximum of two months,” I want to know what is the meaning of this 
“No.”. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: “No” means not continuously for 
24 hours. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister he plead- 
ed to clarify if these prisoners when kept locked up in those cells are allow- 
ed to go out at any time during day or night? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Certainly they are taken out of the 
cells, but they are not set at large. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (//) will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state where else outside these cells these 
prisoners ’are allowed to go? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Other places provided for such 
prisoners. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA I Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether with regard to the supply of food to these 
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prisoners, the food that is supplied to the Division III prisoners is supplied 

them or the food that is supplied to the Divisions I and II prisoners is 
•applied to them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am unable to answer that off- 
hand. I ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA HATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if they are taken out of their cells within 24 hours, i.e., 
during day or night, where are they taken to from the cells P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: As I have said, there are other 
places meant for the security prisoners. 

Mr. NliHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether for the purpose of interrogation the prisoners 
cannot be kept in jail custody and when necessary, taken out of the jail 
custody and interrogated? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of knowledge of law. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, it is a question of fact. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In the answer it is said they are taken and not they 
ean be taken, and your question is whether they can be taken. “Whether 
they are taken ’ ’ is one thing and “whether they can be taken” is a different 
thing. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the inconvenience that is caused to these Special 
Branch and Intelligence Branch police for the purpose of interrogation if 
they are kept in jail custody? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The prisoners who are to be interro- 
gated must be readily available and accessible. For convenience in the 
matter of interrogation and investigation, it is sometimes felt necessary to 
have these prisoners ready at hand. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: It is nothing but torture. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is it a fact- that these prisoners are 
detained in Lalbazar cells only to be oppressed in various ways by the 
Police to get admission from them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. That is not correct and 
had there been an iota of truth in any of these allegations, we would have 
heard more about them. 

Mr. HARIPADA GHATTOPADHAYA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that keeping these prisoners in those cells is the worst form of torture 
that can be performed on any human being? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Qon’ble Minister be pleased to 
make it definitely clear whether these people are kept for these two months 
at L&lbasar as now admitted or in the Intelligence Branch cells at Lord 
8inha Hoad? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If they are to be dealt with by the 
Special Branch, then they call be locked up at the Lalbasar lock-up, and if 
Ity the Intelligence Branch then in the Lord Sinha Bond. 

Mr. BABANKA BEKHAR BANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleated to state whether there is any arrangement for the visitors inapect- 
mg such look-ups when prisoners are in police custody? 



QUESTIONS. 


47* 


IMS*] 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIs I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas* 
ed to state the distance in miles between the Lalbasar lock-up and 14, Lord 
Sinha Road? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. It is known to him aad 
perhaps better known to you. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: We want to keep this on record in 
order to show that the plea ‘That these people may be easily accessible” in 
a false plea. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether any official of the Police Department supervise* 
these cells with a view to entertaining complaints with regard to torture 
and otherwise ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question of supervision does 
not arise. If there is any complaint by any of the prisoners, he can present 
the grievance before the superior police officers. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Who are the superior ftolioa 
officers to whom the prisoners can complain and at what time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give the time, but if the 
prisoners submit any petitions, those petitions are put up before the superior 
officer, and when the superior officer is present there, they can make verbal 
complaints, if necessary. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is there any provision for sup* 
plying these prisoners in the police custody with pen and papers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not very sure, but I presume 
that there is provision for supplying them with pen and paper. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: With reference to question 1(c) vig., 
“whether they are very powerfully lighted”, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to give an idea about the power of the lights in the cells? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: May I submit, Sir, that it does arise. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The power may be ‘12, 04, 100 or more. You cannot 
expect that answer to he given off-hand by him. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to question (/), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether beddings and mosquito net* 
supplied to these people are really worthy of the class to which they belong* 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know whether thev art 
worthy of the class to which the prisoners belong, but I can say that good 
quality mosquito nets are supplied to them. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be ideas* 
ed to state if the Minister or the Parliamentary Secretary ever visited thi* 
police lock-up? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know whether the Hon’bl. 
Minister .visited these cells or not, but I certainly have not visited. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Government consider the 
desirability of sending these prisoners to the nearest jail, I mean, Allpore 
Central Jail or the Presidency Jail immediately after their arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already Mid that in order 
to facilitate investigation it u necessary to have the prisoners easily ami* 
able far interrogation. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SENS With reference to answer ( k ) will the 
Hon’ble 'Minister be pleased to state for how many hours in the maximum 
jay of these prisoners has been subjected to interrogation continuously? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Delay in the transmission of telegram and letters of Babu Subhash Chandra 
Sen, a security prisoner. 

*100. Babu KHACENDRA NATH OAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact — 

(*) that security prisoner Babu Subhash Chandra Sen, at present detained 
in the Rajshahi Central Jail, received a pre-paid telegram from 
his mother on the 10th January, 1945, anxiously enquiring about* 
his health ; and 

(it) that immediately on the very date he submitted to .the Jail Office, 
his reply purporting “in good health, sent several letters” to 
be transmitted by wire? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the date of actual transmission of that telegram to his 
mother ? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that there had been unusual delay in sending the wire; 

(it) if so, the reason thereof ; and 

(tit) that he is not receiving his letters from home without being un- 
usually delayed owing to the fact that the letters are being 
censored by the Deputy Inspector-General, Intelligence Branch, 
Bengal, instead of hv the local Intelligence Branch? 

(d) If the answer to (c)(iii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for this exceptional treatment towards that 
security prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(b) 22nd January, 1945. 

(c) and ( d ) Generally communications to and from security prisoners 
lodged in the Rajshahi Central Jail are censored by the District Superin- 
tendent of Police, Intelligence Branch, Rajshahi, under rule 22(7) of Bengal 
Security Prisoners Rules, 1940, a copy of which is in the Library, but those 
in respect of Babu Subhash Chandra Sen are censored by Deputy Inspector- 
General of Police, Intelligence Branch, as a special measure from security 
point of view and so some delay takes place in receiving these communica- 
tions. The pre-paid telegram from his mother as mentioned in (a)(t ) above, 
was, however, sent to Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Intelligence 
Branch, for censor through oversight. 

% Mr* ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (o) and (d) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when was this act of oversight 
detected P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMfD ALI S I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8tN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether on the detection of the oversight any telegram was sent by the 
jail authorities to the mother of Subhas Chandra Sen, who was anxious for 
Ilia information about her son’s health? 

Khm tdndur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
ate te whether any action has been taken against the people who were res- 
ponsible for this act of oversight P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. But the point 

has been explained to the authorities concerned that in such cases it is need- 
less to refer the matter to the Deputy Inspector-General, Intelligence 
Branch, here in Calcutta. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU* Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state under what rule of the Bengal Security Prisoners' Buies 
this telegram was sent to the Deputy Inspector-General' t*f Police P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Under rule 22(7) 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, the rule provides that commu- 
nication from and to a security prisoner wil be censored before despatch by 
the District Police Officer. That is the rule. Now, under what rule this 
was not censored by the District Police Officer but sent to the Deputy 
Inspector-General, Intelligence Branch, here in Calcutta P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the honourable member will 
read rule 22t/> properly he will see that towards the end of this sub-rule 
there is a provision that in matters of doubt the District Police can refer 
the matter to the Deputy Insj>ecor-General, Intelligence Branch. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon hie Minister please 
explain what does he mean by “matters of doubt"? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The rule is clear: it does not require explaining. If 
you read the rules you will understand that if any doubt arisen in the mind 
of the Superintendent he can refer the matter. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: We are conversant with the rules. 
Now, will the Dou ble Minister he pleased to state how the delay was caused 
at the office of the Deputy fnspector-General of Police in the despatch of 
this telegram P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There was no unusual delay in the 
des}>atch of the telegram after censor by the Deputy Inspector-General, 
Intelligence Branch. There was a few days’ delay because the telegram 
was sent from Rajshahi to Calcutta and again from Calcutta to R&jsnahi. 
That was the cause of delay. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to give us some idea about the time which he thinks to be due time for 
despatch of a communication and whether 10 days' delay in the case of a 
telegram is not thought by him to be an inordinate delay? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This is a matter of opinion. In 
my opinion, ten days' delay is an unusual delay. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be plead- 
ed to state who were responsible for this oversight and delay? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated, the District 
Police at Bajshahi. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: What did the Government do when 
the notice of this question was sent to their department? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already explained that rince 
the notice of this question was received Government asked for a report and 
Government have already made the position clear and pointed out that in 
the case of telegrams of a simple nature from a mother making an enquiry 
about the health of her son,*no reference is necessary to the Deputy Inspec- 
tor-General, Intelligence Branch, in Calcutta. 
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Mr, NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that Govern- 
ment think that in such cases reference is not necessary, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to -depute a person who has some intelligence to under- 
stand that in such cases no reference is necessary? N 

Mr. SPEAKER: That qustioa does not arise. 

Grant of family allowance to $]. Debendra Nath ion, a security 
prisoner. 

Mil. Dr. iURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact — 

( i ) that Babu Dhirendra Nath Sen, a Government employee and the 
younger brother of Sj. Debendra Nath Sen, now a security pri- 
soner at Dum Dum Central Jail, has, of late, died leaving behind 
his old mother, wife, three daughters and one son and there is 
none now to look after them ; and 

(if) that the mother of Sj. Debendra Nath Sen has applied to the 
Government for a suitable allowance? 

2 If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
ering the desirability of sanctioning at an early date a suitable allow- 
ance to Sj. Debendra Nath Sen so that the family may be saved from 
starvation and death? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Bir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(6) An allowance of Rs.30 per month has been granted to the widowed 
sister-in-law of the security prisoner with effect from 1st August, 1944. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

S leased to state what was the pay of the late Babu Dhirendra Nath Sem, a 
fovernment employee? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. The security prisoner’s brother 
Babu Dhirendra Nath Sen was a clerk in the Farid pur Juudge’s Court on 
Re. 50. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state why no allowance has been granted to the old mother of the 
security prisoner and the deceased Government employee? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that there are 
six dependents including the old mother of the detenu and in view of the 
fact, that Rs. 30 is quite inadequate for the purpose of maintenance of eix 
dependents, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to immediately 
reconsider this and grant them suitable allowances? 

Klltn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This security prisoner, before his 
arrest, was not earning anything and was not contributing anything to- 
wards the maintenance of the Family. He has been in detention for a 
considerable length of time. His case originally was reviewed by the 
Government and in view of theriiberal policy of the Government the amount 
of Re. 30 was granted on compassionate ground. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what led the Government to think that where there is none to earn 
money for the familly this security prisoner being released will not earn 
anything but will make them starve? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise out of this. 

Mr* ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government is aware that Debendra Babu is a well-eduo&ted 
man and could earn a lot when his brother died? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that Debendra Babu is an Honours Graduate in Economics P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: My information is that thia 
security prisoner is a Master of Arte. 


Construction of bridges at Kalihati and Pouli in the district of 
Mymensingh. 

•152. Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: { a ) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the bridges at Kalihati and Pouli on the Tan- 
gail-Mymensingh Board Road are not constructed yetP 

S If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
ised to state when tne bridges are going to be constructed ? 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Banda Prasanns 
Pain): (a) Yes. 

( b ) These two bridges have been included in the first five-year programme 
of Post-war Road Development plan. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
fact that if these two bridges are completed, the connection between Mymen* 
singh and Tangail will lie fully established? 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: I am aware of that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the bar in not constructing and completing these two 
bridges now? 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA. On account of the difficulty in obtaining materials 
and also for the difficulty of transport it has been decided by the Road 
Board to postpone the work. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is it a fact that in order to help the 
Mymensingh District Board with the income of these two ferries these 
bridges are not being constructed? 

Mr. 4. N. GUPTA: Not at all. 

Levy of rout on rent-free land 

•153. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that some land-holders and 
samindars are levying rent on the rent-free lands of the Province? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many samin- 
dars of the districts of Bengal have taken such steps to levy rent on rent- 
free lands? 

(c) What steps, if any, have been taken by the Government against 
such, landlords and samindars ? 

MINISTER in shares of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ftlt 
Mr. T^rak Nath Mufcarjea): (a) No. 

(&) and (c) Do not arise. 
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Appointmaote in ts * Court or Wan* Offioe, North Croup, Chittagong. 

*104* Of. SAWAULLAHs (a) Will the Hon’ble Minuter in charge of 
the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether there are Hindu ahd 
Muslim employees according to communal ratio at present in the Court of 
Wards Office, North Group, Chittagong? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor P 

(c) Do Government contemplate to reserve the next vacancies for the 
deficient community? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the numerical strength of the (1) Hindus, (2) Muslims, 

and (3) others; 

(ii) whether the Muslim employees are allowed sufficient recess to say 

their midday prayers; and 

(in) if not, why notP 

The Hoti’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) No. 

(b) In the past the people available for executive and clerical appoint* 
ments in zamindari work bad been mostly Hindus, and when the Court of 
Wards had taken over any estate it had also to take over the existing staff 
m fairness to them. 

(c) In making new appointments, the Court of Wards now gives due 
consideration to the principles of Communal Ratio Rules adopted by Govern- 
ment though they do not apply to Court of Wards appointments. 


(d) (?) Hindus it , 89 

Muslims t> 24 

Scheduled Castes 2 

Others \ 

(ii) Yes. 

(Hi) Does not arise 


, MADHUtUDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleasea to state whut are the designations of the tn-o officers taken from the 
Scheduled Castes in that department? 

Th. Hon'ble Mr. TARAK HATH MUKERJEA: I cannot say. I ask 
for notice. 

Blbll MADHU8UDHAN 8ARKAR: When the last appointment was 
made in that Court of Wards estate? 

TN Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Different appoint- 
ments were made from Managers down to chowkidars. I cannot say what 
appointment was made. 

Btbtt MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the particular estate has any racial prejudice in the 
matter of appointing officers? 

Tha Hott’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Certainly the Court of 
Wards has no racial prejudice, yor that particular estate. 

Dl. NALINAK8MA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in the selection of particular officer or officers the community to 
which the proprietor of the estate belongs is also taken into consideration? 

Jim HaciHMa Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: So far as 1 am ''aware, 
it is not. 
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Dr* HAL INAKBH A BAN Y ALT Will the Hon’blc Minister be pleased 
tp state if it is a fact that com plaints have been made U> Government invit- 
ing their attention to persons being* appointed under the Court of Wards to 
administer properties with debottar and deities, interests therein where 
persons belonging to a different community cannot look after such interests 
as may be liked by the proprietors? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No such complaint 
has ever reached me. 

JJr- NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the proportion of estates belonging to Hindus and Muslims, 
respectively, under Court of Wards management? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice., 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : rom 

wtnp fv c* cvrfc' kcvvi sri ‘'Tr^ere stvtft *tvr stride ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA : «K3l'cv4 wt cwtv fw I 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHUR/ : fft cwm wm 

CWffc W* vmwtrcv fowl fv? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA : *itfv question^ I 

Mr. SPEAKER : cert* wt* v^vi 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : 

srj or^ |St f*vr« fa*!* vn vtarrv j&t fvvtv «rt iksi'cv*# 

far* fv ? 

The Hon ’bit Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA : cvtfc w* emrev vMfcftti 

tJTOW U3RT* «R7 3 TV* C^tCV VttVR I 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : cwfYwv estedi jit cvein 
W appointment wn fttW* VTT® fv r 

The Hon’bls Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA ; w t ta f frrc |ft w *nit cron 
•svt ^ vfoft ftnrrc vnnr«ra: vt^hf cwffr wv errctfi sfitpe ifwwrofhi 9 tvtvfv <3 evid wv 
Clfefafc WCiR I 

Conciliation of labour disputes in Bengal. 

•158. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Labour Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the machinery set up by the Government of Bengal to — 

(a) secure conciliation in regard to labour disputes, and 

(b) ensure quick disposal of matters arising out of labour unrest, 
including adjudication of disputes between employees and 
employers ; 

(ti) what are the various offices held by the Labour Commissioner, 
Bengal, and what are the functions attached to each office; 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that considerable delay has been experienced in 
the disposal of labour disputes in the Province during 1944; 

(it?) whether it is & fact that the machinery for adjudication also has 
been found to be very slow in its work in 1914; and 
the claims of organised labour unions or associations to which the 
attention of the Labour Department had been drawn during the 
year 1944, showing for each — 

(a) the date vchen the matter was first brought to Government's 
notice, 
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(b) the date when formal application for conciliation or adjudica- 
tion as the case may be, was received by the Labour Com- 
missioner, Bengal, or his office, 

(c) the dates when conciliation procedure was commenced and 
was concluded, 

(d) the date when the matter was referred to adjudication, if 
any, 

(e) the date or dates when adjudication hearings were held, 

if) the date when adjudication award, if any, was given, 

(g) the date when Government order on the adjudication order 
was issued, 

( h ) the date when the employer reported having given effect to 
the Government order regarding conciliation or adjudication, 
and 

(t ) the number of deputations that waited on the Labour Depart- 
ment for each case? 

MINISTER in-charge of the LABOUR DEPARTMENT (the Hon ’We 
Mr. K. Shahabutftfin): (i) The Labour Commissioner assisted by 
his staff consisting of one Deputy Labour Commissioner, 3 Assistant Labour 
Commissioners and 9 Labour Officers try to settle trade disputes through 
conciliation. Only when attempts at conciliation fail disputes are referred 
to adjudication under rule 81A of the Defence of India Buies. Disputes 
are referred for adjudication to Mr. R. Gupta, i.c.s., who is an experienced 
Judicial Officer. 

(it) The Labour Commissioner is also the Registrar of Trade Unions, in 
which capacity he administers the Trade Union Act. At present he also 
holds the following offices temporarily: — 

(1) Chairman, National Service Labour Tribunal, Bengal, in which 

capacity he administers the National Service (Technical Person- 
nel) Ordinance, 1940, and is in charge of the Technical Training 

Scheme. 

(2) Officer in charge, Post-Raid Information Service. 

(3) Chairman, Executive Committee of the Provincial Unskilled Labour 

Supply Committee. 

Ott) Some delay there has been mainly on account of the complex nature 
of tne question requiring consideration and partly on account of shortage 
of staff. Proposals to remedy the latter are under consideration. 

(w) No. 

(v) Government have no particulars of organised labour unions apart 
from those under the Trade Unions Act. The question is vague and there- 
fore cannot be answered. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the attention of the Government 
been drawn to the bitter complaint made by Srijut Mrinal Kanfci Bose, 
President of the All-India Trade Union Congress, and published in the 
Amrka Bazar Paprika on 6th February, 1945, complaining against the 
lethargy of the Bengal Government in the matter of settlement of labour 
disputes? 

The HofPblt Mf. Khwajt 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I would refer the 
honourable member to my answer (tit). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My question is whether Government’s 
attention has been drawn to the complaint made bitterly by the President 
of the AU-India Trade Union Congress which was published in the press on 
the 6th February P 
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Tha HOttTlla Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, there are two parte 
la this question. I answered the latter part that there has been some delay. 
Tea, my attention was drawn. I refer the honourable member to my 
aaswer (fit): 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state, since his attention was drawn to this publication, what action has 
been taken to improve the working of the Labour Department in the 
matter of Settlement of labour disputes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: As I have already 
stated, the number di Labour Officers is only 9 and there is one Deputy 
Labour Commissioner and 3 Assistant Labour Commissioners. I am taking 
necessary steps to strengthen the staff and I have been assured by the 
officers of the Labour Department that they will take all necessary steps 
so that the matter may not be unnecessarily delayed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state, out of these five posts held by the Labour Commissioner at the 
present moment, what are his hours of attendance at difference offices? 

Tim Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: There are no fixed 

hours of attendance in these offices. He does it according to the require- 
ments of the offices and the time available to him. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view of the statement made that 
there is a shortage of staff, anil the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
why the Labour Commissioner is saddled with four other offices? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I have already 
stated that I am taking steps to strengthen the staff. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (in) that 
“Some delay there has been”, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the degree or nature of delay indicated therein? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 disallow that question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA BANYALS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is ware that in the matter of reference to conciliation there 
have been cases hanging fire for more than a year and a half? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khawaja SHAHABUDDIHi Sir, I am not aware of 
that. If a particular case is brought to my notice, I will certainly have 
it enquired into. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
nearly 3 lakh workers of the jute industry submitted a petition in August, 
1943, signed by 60,309 workers and supported by 23 unions and there have 
been numerous deputations and collective and individual representations 
and that the petition was partially gone into on December 2, 1944, and is 
still hanging fire? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Does this question 
arise at all? 

Dr. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: You wanted a particular case and so 
I have put this question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Shahabuddin, you give whatever answer you 
can. . 

The Hon’bf* Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: There is only one state- 
ment of Dr. 8anyal which I want to correct. He says 3 lakh jute workers 
of whom 50,000 signed the petition. I do not know how he claims that 
60,000 people were representing 3 lakh workers. In any case, I will have 
the matter enquired into v 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8AMYAL: la the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in regard to adjudication there have been cases referred to the adjudicator 
as early as April, 1944, and the first week of May, 1844. I am referring 
to Bharatia Electric Steel Company involving 1,650 workers approximately 
which was referred to adjudication in the first week of September after 16 
deputations waited on Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot 1 make a question so long. You are put- 
ting a lot of facts in your question. It cannot be answered in that way. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in regard to Bharatia Electric Steel Company, Steel Products, Ltd., of 
Kidderpore, India Electric Works, Behala 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please put your questions one after another. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir. With regard to 
Bharatia Electric Steel Company, reference was made in the first week of 
September and the award was published on 4th January, 1845, after 20 
deputations waited and the award has not been finally disposed of and 
still further enquiry is supposed to be made regarding clearness allowance. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, how many points 
have been introduced in one question. If I start replying it will be like a 
speech. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state at what stage the representation for adjudication made by the 
workers of Bharatia Electric Steel Company now remains? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: T want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon 'ble Minister aware that 
in regard to the steel products of Kidderpore involving 1,206 workers 
whose application for adjudication was made in July, 1844, and reference 
was made in the first week of September, 1944, no award has yet been 
published ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: The papers are not 
readily available to give an answer to this question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that in regard to the India Electric Works, and cdso 
the Saxby and Earners, Ltd., Entally, there have been applications for 
adjudication, reference has been made and there has been as yet no final 
decision about adjudication? 

Tho Hon’blf Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I am afraid I cannot 
answer this question without previous notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state if it is a fact that there is only one adjudicator appointed and 
tiiat gentleman also is the Chief Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta hav- 
ing numerous onerous duties to perform? 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Yes, Sir. I am taking 
steps, so that Mr. Gupta may be relieved from his onerous duties as Chief 
Presidency Magistrate and may be able to give more time to this adjudi- 
cation work. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYA4.: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
delay occurs, because of the absence of assessors to advise the adjudicator 
aa has been followed in other provinces? 

Tht Hon’bte Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: No, Sir. I do not 
agree with this contention of Dr. Sanya! . 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minuter be pleased 
to state what time-limit has been fixed by the Department o! Labour, 
Beng al Goernment, for seeking decision through conciliation before a case 
is referred to adjudication? How long do they wait? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUOD1H: There i» no time-limit 

fixed. It is left to the discretion of the Labour Commissioner to see bow 
the matter is proceeding, what are the chances and expectation of concilia- 
tion and when he finds that the matter has reached a stage when it should 
be referred he recommends a reference. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
he admits that the Labour Commissioner is overburdened with work to an, 
extent that he is unable to attend to his duties as Labour Commissioner 
with reasonable expedition? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: No, Sir. 1 do not admit 

that, but as 1 have said I am taking steps to strengthen the staff. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
he is considering the desirability of relieving the Labour Commissioner of 
his other offices as Chairman, National Service Labour Tribunal^ Officer- 
in-charge, Post-Raid Information Service and Chairman, Executive 
Committee of the Provincial Unskilled labour Supply Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Yes, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Das Government laid down any 
principle in regard to the approach for conciliation and has it laid down 
any rules for guidance of the officers to enable them to make reference* 
after a reasonable time elapses? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: There is no hard and 

fast rule laid down, hut the general principle of the matter is taken into 
consideration bv the Labour Commissioner and he deals with the matter 
according to the general principle of trade disputes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the case of conciliation in connection with Braithwaite & Co., Ltd., 
Kidderpore, referred to the Labour Commissioner as early us January, 
1944, has still not been referred to adjudication and no conciliation ha* 
as yet been made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN* I am not in a position 
to answer either way without previous notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Wtfl the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that with regard to Joy Engineering 
Company involving nearly 2,000 workers application for adjudication was 
made as early as June 30, 1944, 30 deputations waited upon the Labour 
Commissioner and his assistants and no conciliation ha* been reached, nor 
any adjudication referred top 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khawaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state if it is a fact that in the matter of referring to adjudication 
the framing of issues is done by the Labour Commissioner’s office without 
consultation with the complainant* and even issues quite out of date and 
irrelevant are put up before the trying Magistrates? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. You have put two questions at a time. Put the 
first part first. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the framing of issue* 
i* done by the Labour Commissioner’s office without reference to the 
complainant? u 
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Ttw Hon'bto Mr. Klmja SHAHABUDDIN: I am not sure whether 
A reference is made to the complainant because obviously the matter has 
been pending before the Labour Commissioner who has been trying to 
bring about a conciliation and he knows the issues involved and conse- 
quently has drawn up the terms of reference made on the basis of informa- 
tion available to him. 

Of a NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state if he is aware that there have been numerous cases in which 
the issues referred to the adjudicator are out of date and quite out of keep- 
ing with the correct position ? 

Tilt HonW# Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the procedure in the Adjudication Court does 
not follow the normal procedure in civil or criminal courts but that a 
special procedure is adopted by the Adjudicator? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Obviously it is not a 

civil court. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state if any rules of procedure have been laid down or it is entirely 
left to the whim of the Adjudicator? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, the Adjudicator, as 
I have already said, is an experienced judicial officer and naturally we 
rely on his decision and discretion. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the Chief Presidency Magistrate as Adjuudicator made his decision 
in respect of the workers of the Calcutta Tramway Company, Limited, but 
no effect has been given as yet? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: According to my infor- 
mation it has been substantially implemented. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state to what extent his decision has been implemented? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I have said, substan 
tially. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that with regard to the Tramways Co., a special 
enquiry wus subsequently set up which is still under the consideration of 
the Adjudicator? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I am not aware of it 

and I am sorry to say that for a definite reply I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the adjudicator’s award ia not communi- 
cated to the party concerned, particularly to the complainants in toto? 

Tht HoiPtola Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: What do you mean by 

toto”? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: u In toto ' ” means fully and wholly 
and not partly. 

TN Hon'bla Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: The decision is always 
communicated. 

Df. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that in a number of cases the decisions of the 
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adjudicator also are not fully communicated to the complainant unless an d 
until Government comes to some decision aa to which part of it should be 
communicated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : No, Sir. The daemon 

of the adjudicator which is given effect to is published. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what measure Government have taken to see that the recommen- 
dation of the adjudicator as approved by Government for enforcement and 
communicated to the employer concerned is duly given effect to? 

Tha HoiTble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHA8UDDIN: Whenever we receive a 

complaint of non-implementation of the decision of the adjudicator 
Government takes the necessary steps through the Labour Commissioner 
to see that they are implemented. 

Qr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: What are those steps? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaji 8HAHABUDDIN: We direct the party 
concerned to implement it and Government has got the power to enforce 
• it also by definite orders. I am not sure, but I am speaking from memory, 
and I think in one or two cases we did take steps in that direction. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in regard to the Calcutta Tramways Company, Limited, the award has not 
yet been implemented in regard to canteens and time-table and leave to 
workers on the ground that they have not been sufficiently clarified? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Obviously I have stated 

that is has been substantially implemented but for detailed information I 
ask for notice. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the particulars about the substantial effect that has been 
given ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that there have been cases of awards which have 
been given partial effect with vital issues such as dearness allowance with- 
held for further examination? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN. I ask for notice because 
the particulars are not with me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have as a matter of fact given 
notice that Hie Hon’ble Minister has tried to subterfuge by avoiding to 
give information. 

With reference to answer (r), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why the organised labour unions as it is understood, namely, unions 
registered under the Trade Unions Act I mean, the information sought 
regarding them could not be furnished P 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I have nothing further 
to add to my answer. 

Dr. .NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what he means by the question being vague? In what respect if 
has been vague? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAKtHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state if Government maintains any register of claims or complaints 
32 
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put in bv various labour organisation* or individual labourers to the 
Labour Commissioner claiming conciliation or adjudication in their 
disputes ? 

The HonWe Mr. Khwaja. 8HAHABUDDIN: No Sir, not in the 

Government department but it may be maintained^ in the Labour 
Department. 

Dr. HALINAKtHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state if that register maintained by the Labour Commissioner shows 
the date of the complaint and the date on which the complaint has 
been lodged, the date on which the complaint has been sent for concilia- 
tion and the date on which the award is obtained as well as the date on 
which the award is given effect to? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister does not say that it is kept in the 
Labour Commissioner’s office; he says that it may be kept there, and he 
is not sure. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state why Government do not maintain a register to watch the 
progress of handling of labour disputes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Government do not 
consider it necessary because the Labour Commissioner’s department is 
there. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state if the Labour Commissioner’s department is not a Government 
department? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is a subordinate department; that you know. 

Dr. NALINAKftHA 8ANYAL: Sir, his answer is much too vague 
and I want to know whether it is a Government department. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I have explained that 
these are not maintained in the Secretariat and that for detailed informa- 
tion I must have notice. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government is considering the desirability of laying down some 
definite rules prescribing the time within which, if conciliation is not 
achieved, cases of disputes must go to adjudication? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: No, Sir. Government 
do not consider it desirable to fix a time-limit and as far as principle is 
concerned Government is considering the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Is it the policv of the present 
Government to force labourers to go on strike actually and dislocate war 
effort and other industrial work before the matter is taien to adjudication? 

Tha Hantria Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIM: Rather it is quite the 
contrary which the Government has in mind. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question time over. The House stands adjourned 
for fifteen minutes for prayer. 

(The House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

' (Affer adjournment.) 

Allotment of extra time for tha tftsoitstion on Supplementary Budget 

Demands 

Mr. SPEAKERS Supplementary Budget demand for grant 54 — Famine. 
The Hon’ble Mr. T&rak Nath Mukerjea. 
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M|lr B A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Sir, before you pass on to this item regard - 
injjf discussion of cut motions on the supplementary grants, may I enquire 
from you whether the Government have re-considered their decision of 
yesterday and are prepared to give the Opposition the solace of at least 
having an opportunity of a full and free discussion of the questions that 
arise out of these demands. The point was made abundantly clear yesterday 
and as the attitude of the Government was most unsympathetic the Oppoai* 
tion had no other alternative but to walk out of ;the Assembly in protest. 
Sir, we are prepared to take part in the discussions, carry on the discussions 
and the proceedings in an atmosphere free from any passion or prejudice 
and we all only want an opportunity of placing our view-point before this 
House. Are the Government prepared to give us that opportunity and are 
they prepared to reconsider their attitude of yesterday? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIM UDDIN: Sir, I think that we have 
tried to meet the demand of the Opposition as far as possible. As you are 
well aware, in the discussion in your chamber it was pointed out’ that it 
was possible to have half an hour from question time lor two days and 
yesterday I even offered that an additional day might be set apart lor dis- 
cussion on Friday. 

Mr a 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL* This is nothing new. That is 
u non-official day. Give us any other day. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I have already pointed 
out, that is not possible. There is no other date that is availafde and it 
will cause inconvenience to members. 1 have pointed out the difficulties 
in the way and if it was possible to do anything, Government would have 
been very glad to meet their wishes, but 1 do not think, in view of the 
circumstances— as tar as the convenience of the members and past practice 
are concerned — it is possible to do anything further. 

Df a NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I in the circum- 
stances invite your attention to the items that we propose to take up today 
—all items covering rehabilitation programmes including Famine, Medical 
and Public Health, Agriculture, Irrigation and Industries, six items in 
regard to each of which the Opposition and I suppose some members of the 
Government also feel very strongly about bungling and maladministration, 
corruption and nepotism freely going on in the Government departments. 
AVe feel that the discussions thereon should be permitted as long and for 
us reasonable a time as possible and it is entirely within your right to allow 
that. Sir, we would like you to indicate what time you are going to allot 
for each of these six items and what time you are going to allot for each 
motion under every head, to indicate in ail what would be the time that 
may lie available to us and to the Government Ministers for reply. I would 
leave it to you to first give us an indication and then we shall decide whether 
any useful purpose would be served by continuing this debate. The thing 
is entirely in your hands. You can, if you like, sit the whole night, 
These are important matters where the maladministration is colossal and 
the Famine Enquiry Committee has demonstrated to the satisfaction not 
merely of one member or two members but has unanimously been satisfied 
of maladministration and bungling in regard to the famine administration. 

In view of that I claim that it is entirely in your hands to give us more 
time irrespective of what Government may say. We ask you to rise up 
to the occasion and deal with the matter in all fairness that you are reputed 
to possess. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I can quite appreciate the desire of the Opposition to 
have a prolonged discussion but at the same time I have got to look to the 
convenience of the members. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Can you give us the $hxmh~~ a time- 
table of your programme? 4 
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Hr. SPEAKER! I am coming to that. If the majority of the members 
b# unwilling to sit beyond the hours for which we generally sit 

Mr. 8ASAMKA SEKHAR 8AHYAL: Why not earlier? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You do not realise the difficulty. It is not in my 
power. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Therefore, you can compel them 
to sit longer hours. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It is in your power to sit longer hours. 

Mr, SPEAKER: It is in my power. But the whole trouble is that the 
majority of the members say that they are not going to sit for longer hours 
— tney are not willing to sit for longer hours. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Are we to understand that you 
are able only to accommodate the majority and not the minority? 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDOJA: Sir, it doe§ not suit their convenience to 
sit longer hours, but if it suits our convenience to discuss certain proposals 
which vitally affect the interests of the province, it is in your discretion to 
extend the time and if they are unreasonable and obstinate, it does not 
follow that the Opposition should be deprived of their right to discuss 
certain proposals of far-reaching importance to the whole province. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, are you to be told in the 
year 1946 that if accommodation is needed, it is only for the Opposition in 
connection with budget grants? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Have the whole of Friday for dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Friday is not a Government day. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. Sir, I want, to make the point clear. It is 
not for the purpose of prolonged discussion that we want an opportunity 
more than what is given to us in order to discuss these questions in greater 
detail. So far as the Ministers are concerned, Sir, I shall be frank; I have 
an idea that they have the skin of a rhinoceros and no attack will have 
effect on them. Their supporters have got the skin of a crocodile. 
(Laughter.) Then, Sir, what I want to submit is this. If it was possible 
for them to misappropriate Rs. 57 crores, cannot they give us 57 minutes? 
(Cries of “Hear, hear” from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I like to tell the Opposition is simply this. If 
they really want to take part, I shall try my best to accommodate* them. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: That is rather vague. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will you give us your time-table, 
Sir? Let us see if you have got any fairer idea. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a question of fairness. It is a budget dis- 
cussion. Honourable members all know that if we want to discuss a budget 
thoroughly and from all points it cannot possibly be finished in less than 
two months* time. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhab Santal: That is only an 
argument.) But here certain things have got to be done by a certain time. 
All that I can do is to sit a lqpger time. That is all that 1 can do. I can- 
not do anything more. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALt You can extend the time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is exactly what I was proposing. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, have you noticed that the 
supplementary estimates amount to five times the ordinary budget? '< 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I have told you definitely that I will try to accommodate 
you as far as possible. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What is your time-table ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot tie down my own hands. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You cannot compel us to proceed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you cannot rely on my assurance 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: But you say that you are 
helpless. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, we put it to you definitely and 
categorically whether you are prepared to give us any idea of the closing 
time to-night. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us see. 

(Cries of “why, why” from the Opposition benches.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: AVe have seen that you have meekly 
Submitted to the Leader of the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, please. It is a reflection on the Chair and I 
am the last person to tolerate any reflection on the Chair. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: You are reflecting on yourself. 
You are saying that you are helpless. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Can you give us an idea as to what 
time-table you will follow? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, will you kindly withdraw that expression? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It is a statement of fact. It was ^our 
own admission. You said: “If the majority do not like I can’t help 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a reflection on the Chair. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL It is a statement of fact. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you prepared to withdraw it? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: You yourself have admitted that you 
have to submit to the wishes of the majority. You have yourself said that 
you are helpless. I only repeated your own words. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not that. Meekly submitting is one thing and 
considering a fact is quite a different thing. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You have generously submitted 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot criticise the Chair in that way. You 
ought &o know that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: mat word is unparliamentary? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Whether it is parliamentary or not, it is most 
unfortunate that you are in the habit of casting reflections on the Chair 
every now and then and sometimes you make reflections and ihen wriggle 
out and Say “I withdraw”. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am not withdrawing that. Why do 
you put it iu my mouth? I say that it is your own admisison. It w a 
statement of fact. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want«*to know whether you are going to withdraw 
that expression. 
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Dr. NAUHAKSHA 8ANYAL: Which expression? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That I have meekly submitted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why should I withdraw? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Whether you are going to withdraw it or not that is 
the question. 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDOdA: Sir, he did not mean any reflection on the 
Chair. 

Dr. HALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will you give me another paraphrase 
of that word? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That again is insulting the Chair, Dr. Sanyal. It is 
my painful duty to remind the House as to on how many occasions reflec- 
tions have been made by Dr. Sanyal on the Chair. In the interests of the 
dignity of the House, if is necessary that reflections should never be made 
against the Chair. It may be that the Chair is represented by a human 
being who is liable to err and, in all probability, errs very often, but still 
to maintain the dignity of the Chair, to maintain the dignity of every 
member of the House, it is essential that the Chair should be obeyed and 
respected. If I have ever committed any grievous wrong, and I say that 
I have never consciously committed any grievous wrong, I shall ever be 
ready to vacate the Chair for a worthier man. I have felt in my heart of 
hearts that in casting reflections on the' Chair members forget that they are 
casting reflections on themselves and upon the entire people of the province. 

I hope that this will be realised. 

Speaking for myself, my conduct may have been taken as meek sub- 
mission to the Government by Dr. Sanyal. It might have been interpreted 
in that way, but if that be his opinion I am sure this House will not 
tolerate that such an opinion against the Chair should be expressed 
openly in this House. What I really desire is that members should main- 
tain the dignity of the Chair and in maintaining the dignity if I ever commit 
any wrong I shall be glad if any member approaches me in my Chamber 
and tells me that such and such thing was not to his liking, so that I may 
have an opportunity of correcting myself and understanding the position. 

But if in the House, this kind of reflection is made in this way, if becomes 
intolerable for the Chair to remain here, and I for myself make it perfectly 
clear that I would rather resign than allow this sort of reflection on the 
Chair. I won’t tolerate if any longer. If the House desires it I have no 
option. The proper parliamentary course well known to everybody is that 
even where the Speaker errs except where he errs grievously the dignity 
of the Chair should be maintained. If the whole House thinks that the 
Speaker has erred grievously then he should vacate in favour of another 
man who likes to stick to his office. That is the real position. 

I would request Dr. Sanyal and Mr. Roy, his leader, to say that if they 
consider this to be a reflection it must be withdrawn. May I ask Mr. Roy 
to let me know his opinion whether he considers this to be a reflection or 
not and if he considers it to be a reflection what course he suggests? 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, I am afraid (cries of “He 
is afraid 1“ from the Coalition Benches). I had no intention to get up. 

If I have got up it is in response to the request by the Speaker, and tha? 
interjection was perfectly impertinent. 

Mr. Speaker, I am afraid, the entire Opposition is feeling a sense of 
grave grievance, and if I may say so with due respect to your position you 
are not doing anything |o allay that excitement. Yesterday it was certainly 
within your power to extend the time; it did not depend upon the Govern-* 
ment, but you were not pleased to do so. Today the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion is making that request. After all, what did we want? We wanted ' 
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to hear from you how long you are prepared to sit We wanted to know 
the exact time-table so that we could arrange our speeches cm the cut 
motions accordingly. Having failed to get that assurance from you, 
what can we do ? So far as the expression is concerned, I am perfectly 
sure Dr. Sanyal did not mean any reflection on the Chair. More than that 
I am not prepared to say. 

: mV. speaker: It has been stated that I am not doing anything to 
allay the grievance of the Opposition. The Opposition has got its grievance 
and the Opposition will always have its grievance. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: No, no. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That is a reflection upon the 
Opposition. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I was going to say 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You cannot wake any reflection on the 
Opposition. Even the Speaker must behave properly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you kindly allow me to finish P I was going to 
say something which you do not allow me to. What can I doP Just listen to 
what I am going to say. If today the party in power goes over to the other 
side they will perhaps behave exactly in the same way as you are doing. 
That is what I was going to say. I did not say that you have done any- 
thing wrong but you had not had the patience to hear me. If today the 
party in power crosses over to the other side for any reason and you have 
the power 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Then we shall be right and they will 
be wrong. 

Mr. SPEAKER: They will perhaps clamour and ask for more time. 
There is every reason to believe that, and therefore I do not say that when 
you are asking for more time you are asking for something which is absolutely 
wrong or unreasonable. You asked me yesterday to sit for longer hours. 
I said, there had been objection from the other side — the majority — because 
they felt that they would he inconvenienced. Still I said, I would try my 
best to accommodate you as far as practicable. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: That is nothing. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You say that is no'thing. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Your time-limit is to meet the Govern- 
ment’s desire. 

(At this stage there was loud noise in the House.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned for 15 minutes. 

(The House was accordingly adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I regret that the 
course of events earlier this evening has taken a turn as if the Opposition 
has a grievance against you. Our grievance has all along been against the 
Government, particularly against tne attitude taken up by the Leader of 
the House in regard to the provision of time for a reasonable deba$e. 
Incidentally, you were dragged in as the custodian of ‘the House because 
we felt that it was within your competence to extend the time for the night's 
debate at least. I did not mean any reflection on the Chair when I used 
jthe term “meek submission" and I can assure you ; Sir, that nobody — and 
I claim— nobody is so anxkras to uphold the dignity of the Chair in this 
House as I am, of the Speaker of the Assembly as against the Government 
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which is trying to reduce the Assembly Department into a Government 
Department. Not once or twice but hundred times, I have drawn your 
Attention to the most unfair attitude taken up by the Government regarding 
the Assembly Department and I have begged of you to stand up and jto 
uphold the dignity of the Assembly and its Department both in regard to 
its functioning as an independent Department of the Legislature and in regard 
to its functioning with officers fr^e from interference by Government. 
Unfortunately, Sir, thingg as we desire have not been so far complied with. 
You know my anxiety to keep you independent of the Government and to 
stand up with you against the Government and I do submit that in this 
matter where we have to fight the Government to maintain the dignity of 
this House, the whole Opposition will stand behind you as one man. Sir, 
I want to strengthen your hands and if I had unwittingly used terms which 
you felt aggrieved about, it was only to spur you up to exercise your right 
within your jurisdiction and to ginger you up sufficiently to act independently 
of the Government. We demand that you exercise your right now and give 
us a definite time for each of these six heads which will be taken up tonight, 
so that we may understand whether you in your generosity and within your 
power are prepared to exercise your right in the interests of the Opposition 
and in the interests of a fair and reasonable debate. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal’s statement that he never intended any 
reflection on the Chair is certainly accepted by me and I am glad to hear 
that he fully appreciates the dignity of the House and the dignity of the 
Chair. With regard to the question of time it is clear that we have lost 
practically one hour. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Bengal has lost so many sons 
and daughters. It does not matter if one hour is lost. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I assure you that I will try my best to extend the time 
tonight and I shall, personally speaking, not mind sitting the whole night. 
I shall allow members to speak as long as they like. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What we want to know is the time- 
limit for each item. 


Mr. SPEAKER: You go on speaking. I shall not stop any one. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In spite of your best intentions 
and anxiety to accommodate the Opposition, we are in the same mud as 
we were before. We want to have a full dress debate and you must make 
the Government understand that the Opposition requires such length of 
time and if the Government agrees to that, it not only accommodates the 
Opposition but it also respects the dignity of the Chair which the Govern- 
ment is bound to do. If the Government fails in its duty we shall decide 
what we ought to do and if you cannot help us, we shall help ourselves. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is in my power to sit for longer hours and I am 
prepared to sit for longer hours. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the programme? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter for the House. I leave it entirely 
to you. 


Dr. NALINAICiHA 8ANYAL: May we suggest, Sir, in view of the 
assurance givdn by you, that we do sit up to 10 p.m. and that the debate 
should, for each demand, be as^follows: — 


Famine 

Medical & Public Health 

Agriculture 

Irrigation 

Industries 


... up to 7 p.m. 

... 7 to 8 p.m. 

... 8 to 9 p.m. 

... 9 to 94*0 p.m. 
... 9-30 to 10 p.m. 
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Kim Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: And Dr. Sanyal’s point of order 
fnan 10 to 12 p.m. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We must have four hours debate 
whenever we begin. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, let us have no more waste of time I 
.Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Physician, heal thyself! 

Mr. 8PEAKER. So far as I am concerned, I am prepared to sit up to 
10 p.m. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We want to make it clear that you had 
yesterday "put two important items to vote which you were not bound to 
in view of the break that had happened. You were required under the rules 
to put them to vote only when the guillotine fell, hut you took it into 
your own hands to put certain very major demands to vote yesterday. We 
would like to know, following that position, whether you are going to finish 
the debate on {the first item, put it to vote and then proceed to the second 
item and so on. We would like to have the position clarified. Unless that 
.is done, it is no use giving us vague assurances. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I thought that the Leader of the House 
wanted to say something. We want to know what is his reply to our 
request that the House should sit up to 10 p.m. 

The Hofl'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We are against sitting beyond 
7-30 p.m. We are agreeable to the curtailment of the question time by 
half an hour and we are also agreeable to allot Friday for this discussion. 
But so far as sitting beyond 7-30 p.m. is concerned, we are against it 
because it affects the convenience of the majority of the members. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: In view of the reply given by the Leader 
of the House, it seems that you are really helpless to makp the Government 
obey you or accept the suggestion made in the House. In the circumstances, 
we are constrained to say that we are not going to take any more part in 
this mock debate. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They have misappropriated over Us. 50 
crores. Let them enjoy it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We also wish to make it clear that we 
are not going to give any lists of selected cut motions at the time of Budget 
discussion. We have given notices of our cut motions. We shall be free 
to take up any motion we like. 1 hope you will not insist on our producing 
to you any lilts of selected cut motions. 

(The Opposition members then walked out.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us now proceed with the business. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

64 — Famine. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKER4EA: Sir, on the recommen- 
dation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Es. 1,69,00, 000 be granted for expenditure under the head “b4 — Famine 1 
during the current year. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 bear to 
move that the demand of Es. 1,69,00,000 for expenditure under the bead 
“54 — Famine” during the current year be reduced by Es. 100 to ratae a 

discussion about situation of central work bouses of Anwara and Bankahali 

* ’ * 
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police-stations in the district of Chittagong attached to the emergency 
nospitals in Tailardwip and* Bailchari, respectively, in conformity with 
Government circular which are more central. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,69,00,000 for expenditure 
tinder the head “54 — Famine” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 
to raise a discussion about startup of at least one orphanage in every 
police-station in the Chittagong Division which is mostly affected by war. 

I also beg to move 'that the demand of Rs. 1,69, 00, 000 for expenditure 
under the head “54 — Famine” during the current year be reduced by Rs.100 
to raise a discussion about making sufficient grant to Kadam Mobarak, 
Lamabazar and Bailchari (Yatim Khana) orphanages in Chittagong. 

I further beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,69, 00, 000 for expenditure 
imder the head “54 — Famine” during the current year be reduced by Rs.100 
[to raise a discussion about the partiality of Ministers in making unnecessary 
huge grant to Faridpur Yatim Khana in Dacca Division. 

Thrift Twtvr, ▼rorTrorcr 585-8*-so<iW wfc* ^rfr 

formally move *iff i Tor^rfr *5<tT«fc or *rcmr, ▼%!* wyrfFtf vm* or wi 
▼cm&t — witw oppositions cm <mtor Tt* Ttfr fVi Mr? to «rtft <iHtOT orTftr i 4* 

’jftoc StTO 50 OFlft £tWl tft# ; 4 % ^TCW 3 ft’5Tl < 5to c fOT c 1>£V <TtTC 

50 ortIB $t? «R7 frc4i fritc^T i to fct^nr Tim m Trnnr wi or 

^ftfeoi fare* Rtf? Tfarof* i 

▼fTT^CT tflfafTRtT TtT $T Tt$T ▼fTTf? SR 7 *fi 5 T'T TTSTVTCV TtCTl I TR^tfl T $1 
TtWT &V5 T! ’fmr f-rwi fToTC^tT ferO< Mr. J. M. Bottomley wf%T"R 

▼or i ▼fir^onr oi it ^ ^fsTTRflr am o,T6,\&go fctm ttt m 4 V S tfOOT t*t 

TTT TTtTr TR 1 I Tfa 4V$ 3 JSR <*f%TTRTT «RT 0 , 50 , * 6 * N fcfVfT Tim 

rtn *&▼, vsm rtw ^fwRi ttvi Tton m tc vrrr Tfortr^, opr rtgrorr 4%wu 

CT&l ▼M&JN TlWT ▼fan OT^fa ▼£< T TOfC? oMottT 

rtrs <itfTTOW ti or far* tII twitch* ffc *ic^ ti i wrft 4 trmrr t it Tcsfnrcvr staffer* 4 for- 
TRtw wm o*R «j:*r Tit, <ht? oit «rt sttftorr 4*ti fewe farfr Tim tt* i 

ffiwif Ftrn f®f%ronr tctt Tfarm 4r s ctfr o*m ftftfcronr on Tim outer $t fBI ^foTTRtr 

▼n Ttfap* o rw fct^i ttpf m Tfcrtw i cm ▼fastT-TOim? m fa &U5 *iror r Rtfa 

▼tT'S Tf% Tt’^Tl CTOfT RCT¥ O Ifa CTtOS, TCTT OTtTo W'OTC^I TOT CTt’t ffTtOR, ^RtCTT 

cm fa 4f%TTRl Tt* ? ^fften cm* 'ilfWRT? tm TT5 Ttosw =n C¥*T f 

▼tfr 585 . OTflOT tfrrtT fTHtft CT ^tftT C 1 RTT !JOOT TRTT WT 51 4^51 ▼fihn ^I^T- 

Tim m vtv 1 4$ mw ▼rfr ▼fTr^onr m 4*V\ m gww ▼frwsff r Ttn Tton err* 
88051 ▼tor® ttht m rtnr*. ^mr tcti ^mar ▼firr^jr o nnwft »s 5 l ^rtrwar i ▼fmjr 
TtonwriT TtTKTrr, •nF«r ^.*T-Tf^ orrror rttftonr t« Tft i or «rtr^ ’pprflore tt, 

*!tTTt$ Wtf^ TT I Tf^w ortfOT TtfVOTS Tt^ CTOtT WTtOTT T® m TT I ▼flT^.T 

w ▼iorar rsHfi tw frr ? or 5 i Ftm titt mi tUctt 5t¥i c*rfv 

'flT* ▼frr^r vfl^rv«R fTfr^torr cn Tfnrt^ fV ttttf 5 wt cWT orrto^ <nrc 5 toswr ▼Mrm 
▼tom Httjtr fisfw* vamar ^icwoj i strwsi tctt or^ttt 4 ¥m* ^pw owr Tfed? o i 
Vi m ti *iti m\ Ttor mi ’stttjt frtorTTimn rfrgfmorrr' cr ^11 com 

Tmri tow t(^tr ▼to *iroR j wrws wor frm tftfr ▼fronpn 

^tfttr !fnrvoTtwfT orm Ttnfrnr*i ^▼tw^tftcTTfi^TttTfSrortm 
Tr^ TfirrinR cr fafa Tt^rn cm? Tf-rortT wi m ▼twr 4r s ti T^pr Tdro 

tItrictt Tfitroff ▼fft^ TTore f%fr ▼tefr 1 ^tr otm ^*t ct i^iflT w tttc ^wi 
▼ nmr f%f% tor *n«n on ^ nfiRtor ▼H?^ira[, wore wr Ttot tStr Tn^Tmr^ ^ 
▼tn \fm Wrs ^rrsc^TTi 1 titt ▼f^r *▼ Tton t,frflr wrr wrftfi tIHIor 4Tt 
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dfr item HVtos Trot i 9K*n cro? ??? ?? tfro? wt?i rtt? i ? m mn R^RfftTOi Rftrs m 
mfton Rtron Rfrcw* 4 tot? f%f? fWtro mfR?i R?m3 rtcr? to tori wTmrtf ift 4m 
^rr^HTt <7 totMT <tt <f^nr wtrflFr ^n i rtw Rtftit? to artfor? citro TOfU tfl? atRft? RfTO? 
to c? wro cm cro ^5Wr5 5^i rr TORRfro toi ?t? ?t i rrt? v$ jrft Rfa R fo t i 
Rtft?i 4RiifH biw fRfic's RmfVit* i tpi? ft? 9lra 9tt?t? ??? cski ¥Hn 

4?*tf?n itl *n i to to rrtotc? ?t*; otto? cRt?tfRt?f?9t9t9 m? ?t*; to to riito 

H;ji*ilt*i? to ?t$ ; C'l^icH'S to? ?t$ ; r^toto mi tin wi ?t$ i m? Rtf? if? citRtlrafR 

to? 9 ? ?i c? Rtf? 4R?tf?n to? TO?r i Rtf? *H tow r£?r c?ntR ?ftr c? ftf? Rt?rtR 
fRfmn ftr5TO??fR?i i fcf? Rfro? fof? Tor? ?i I Rtf? TO tfftR ?ftr RNf?TO*TOT 
RTt*? (PR ? 9R CTO OR ?1 CR? T f%f? TOR Rf? f¥ T TOR CRCRCR C? Ffflt ftC9C? I 4t 

tou ?ft ?tRi 45 <c?t*fr to to <7^1 to^i r.tor toi ttcr R39R Rftre tot? 1 toto 

“RRJTs!?" 1"TO#t? TO Itfc Rf TO f?TO* TOl RR TO 13 &*] Tor 4mRtTOtm Tit? iff* 
TOtftRTO^CRORfctftTlft *t%1 ft?T9 TR*1 TOtoi 

Mr. 8PEAKER : ?'i TOfp mm ! Rtif? rhr? RtTOt? ?ftrt?? ?i ; 4tmTfCRTOt?? 
Rf?m TO tIrct? 1 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : TO! TOtv TOi Rtr?, 

Rtf? Rt TO tlR* RRJ Rf?91 TO ?fR?l Rtf^F, TO S*9T?1 TO TO TOTT¥ TOT RffTl TO TOR 
Tfam TOtR« ^TO? ?f TO 9? I Rtf? RtTOTCR* TOT Rf?H RH ?lR9 I S'ltTl f¥^W TO t[? 
cro to? 1 TOn Rti$ it* ?i, croft crtr Rtl^it? ri, fRi$*9t?i cRtm 9*05Rti* it?r 
^5tm «Rcmm *r, TOtm fri 

Mr. SPEAKER : TO 05 ? to TOR Rtc? c?R? 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : tor{Tto?TO^c^i 

^f¥ f crr fwfroi mr ? rt^, frR, R?«t, fsf? tn^RF ftxcrt «jfro 1 c?t wmt ait ?? f??? 
?fros 

Mr. SPEAKER : TO*!, TOtf? R^TOC’t ?^? 1 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWOHURY : Rtf?*^ M CTO 4*1 tti 

▼fircsf* 93 ? I ‘‘^TOTOR TOt , G 5 "tT? 3f%SlTl CTOt?tm Wt ?T3T 0 ^TOT? CT5^t??JtTO ^jf? 'Q fTO*t? 
itm ??-r!to$ f ^5 TOrro frotr? Rtfro ftror?^ Rfroffm i %f? to fro? cm ?tTTO 

C?F-tf?1 t[?^? TO! 4?tR, mrtw, ^TtR, 'O ITO?? f?* 1 ® R^f ? o Jot “TO? ¥f? f?TO Rjfllfdt ¥f? ?1 
^fiRtfTOR, C5?f? Rt? fTO TORR fl^-!j1%lt? TO *t«TT *tT5 C?Rt? ^ fffihfT TOTTfCR f??jTO 
R fh t ffCR? I TOtRC? TO}? *f¥ 9^5 R?t?, fin n f???tm tji^ltRRf RTTO ¥fihltf*C*R I 
OTft? <1?: RRTOft? ft? CfTTO Rf?TO* C? CTO flR! !f5t? n RtTT ?Rff 9T9TI TO TO? 

f?M? tffefcl TOl TO}? Ttf?? Itfsr® 9? m I tf^TR C?Rt?CR Rtw C?«?1 W ?5tf?1R<1?lR R^* 
?n n fblRTO frn ?t?m ?n? Rfihn it^t^vi ?tit^ 9tT5c* ?tc}? tftiftR RdRT i TO?t* c? IT} 
C?^ rTO TOR ?1 RflRl ^Hl^ t CR «f^PT? TOT ^f%?1 C?? ?t} W?1C1? TOTO? C?tlT 

?C9 I (7T TO RTOClf mtCl 4TOI R^?T ffo ff tj TO RR TOTfCR TOw?1 f??t? ?R I R?'t? 
?H< I TO R *fRRlft TO ftfHTOt? TO«1 5??t? Rf??l R?RTO1R? TO f?f?-?T?RR *J?#R 
R?l" Rtf? ?ft ?C9t??CR 4^ TO ?rTO^? ?R?T Itt RfTOS RfPTt? RH 4?? Rtll Rfl ?tR1 OW 
?t9tt?f RTOTR? ?TO! 9 ? ?5TR1 RftTO I * 4t TO Rt? 4R^ ^ 1 ^ m ^ 

TOfltRt? ?T?T1 RffTO??, CRT? CRfT CTO gl? 1RtT59 R^TOft? ?J?RT RfaflCf? I CTOT Rtft 

(ft9TcR R’ym ?fira ??tto tol? i f*i x^i?f??? c? f%f? ^9t? Rtcro cwror ?Ttfwc}^, S. D. 0. 
4?; R?T R ' ib T l f? 9ff! TOR R?fctf5 TO?? ?1 1 #1? RTRl ff? C?TO? Iff 9T?1tTOl RtC* Wit? 
TO 4m 1t?t? CRartTR R<1tRT' 9r?l fRl C? ?R? Older TOSfl TOR 9? ml , 
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froff i cfcaw fH*rt Witn cuaucu sWtetuu ftfcfc 

n i ^vtf% w$cm *ft lit ifHi tfwi ^tcn irfccn i uti ifr n *ttcn 

subordinate officer*! ftffc **f!tfro rort! CKllltl ^ rtra ifinn !fen um I 

The HOfl'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: Sir, it is very 
unfortunate that the Opposition aftep: an hour and a quarter’s debate has left 
the House and has not given us an opportunity of explaining to them what 
jthe Government have actually done to meet the exigencies of famine. I 
would submit that they have not only done their best with the resources 
which were available to them, but they have done probably much more than 
that. They have got some aid from the Centre and they hope to get much 
more aid from the Centre hereafter. Sir, the demand for Rs.1,69,00,000 — 
I may explain to the House — was absolutely necessary for carrying on the 
rehabilitation relief works. As has been already stated at page 27 of the 
Supplementary Estimate, the extra amount of Re. 74, 00, 000 was necessary 
for running the Famine Relief Hospitals for six months more. In the 
original Budget other items have already been explained, and I think I need 
not repeat those explanations. 

Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chaudhuri has made some observations 
on matters which have practically nothing to do with this Department. 
Government are already running work houses and distributing cloth, milk 
and medicines and other things to the distressed people. As regards 
arrangements for the supply of cloth to the general public that is a matter 
which concerns another Department. So I do not think that matter deserves 
any reply from me. 

With these few words I oppose all the amendments and I hope my 
proposal will be carried. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 1,09, 00, 000 for expenditure under the head “54— -Famine” 
during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about 
situation of centiul workhouses of Anwara and Bankshali police-stations 
in the district of Chittagong, attached to the emergency hospitals in 
Tailardwip and Bailchari, respectively, in conformity with Government 
circular which are more central, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haii Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs.1,69,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” 
during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about 
starting of at least one orphanage in every police-station in the Chittagong 
Division which is mostly affected by war, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs.1,69,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” 
during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about 
making sufficient grant to Kadam Mobarak, Lamabazar and Bailchari 
(Yatim Khana) orphanage in Chittagong, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs.1,69,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54— -Famine” 
during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about 
the partiality of Ministers in making unnecessary huge grant to Faridpur 
Yatim Khana in Dacca Division, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that a sum of 
Rs.1,69,00,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” 
durlng~the cuiren? year, was thei!*put and*agr|ed to. 

38— JMieeL I 

The Hen'felt Khan Sehaihtr Maulvi ML ALU ODIN AHMAD: Sir, on 
the recommendation of His Excellency . the Governor, I beg to move that 
a sum of Rs.24, 86,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “38— 
Medical” during the. current year. 
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Khan Bahadur Haji BAOI AHMED OHOWDHURYl Sir, I beg to move 
tint the demand of Rs. 24,86, 000 for expenditure under the head “38— 
Medical” during the current year be reduced by Rs.100 to raise a discussion 
about sufficient Government grant and supply of sufficient medioine to union 
board dispensaries. 

iRlti HtiR itiRi, iRR ftti ci n cut motion irtf cvfei itfl formally move 
wfl I gite itfl Public Health Departmental SRgTU iRfhr lit ftlRltl jt 4W& 
TO mw fcifi ill i 

fofi Bfegttii cror fVw$ Tftutu fK*ri rfr we tetcnr vtR wifgi ten itellii 
ftr-TR ifr ^ ! mi ffefvvn twit’ll tot ci irwi tothr ^ti to ^irv toir fvHf i 
fvi itNeuvrti tort gfiro quinine fiw r 51 itfe, $tn ctR n fbfi tot 
TOR it* l ♦Tt^t'ltti n fcj quinine to SfTOl 1 RRW: Union Board e Circle OffioeMi 
nn from 5 ti ftw i fro !*ro Sro* fron vfror gran gmtlt ci cro tot 
n istn citf fi, fRfti fit ft!R« $*Rf% vfira Itfitif i Control ftf quinine e Sisiar 
RFR cvR RTTO *!t3H ill i Civil Surgeons* ifc}* itiro !vfei list gro w fRR feteR 
ftcv i fw% !$wu Rtvtti TORI gmtft Wf $ff frora iR, TOf Wtfi refuse to h — 
to 5i ct control «m cvti Sis cife i $ iRi ftm $ff <TO to fetm ffirr tow if i 
4 * ci tor rltfo ^fts t f gre ifetro, sri fcfi, torrr tim tot ifegTtw cro in, fitwt 
sfon fwfe vtRits, in vf iratro *n i r* to iff* fR ititfi »RTg%R itm utim 
Vtt*7i <ftg trot vtiwff i €t5tRF lyitf vfiraf* fiti !vfei toto wrc i ft!tr$ Union 
Board^i itn tF^w gtucTt *ttfero 9 ttti $t5R imn wr to »rtv ite r we 
dispensarycs quinine itfe, ciftti *tflfH Itffltl fTfll toi I 

4$ gro itfl to 4vfet ffftn fcmi vfirafi i itw IRTi 3^ dispensary cft»n 
'3 fen Union Board 41 TOi ’Tfistfw iferetf I 4$ wi dispensary^ stiff 
Rii e nretfkvi cwrr wt gti tot vcm feit*n vn fern vn itn fttv i TOti 

^feijti RfTO Rtfi fiRr cvffftt^, rTOi r wu dispensary n stvtiflfi TOf, ciTOT Civil 
Surgeon, ®1TO, iPi, Rff e ffblfflfW cwi ffiti imi vtt^ fm ciftti dff TOR cvR 
Sto i 

(At this stage there was red light.) 

nff TOltf vfl TOttV TOC fvf 111 R3H C5TV I 

Mr. SPEAKER: TOfi, n^tfi i^n 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : ir etTOrWi 

ft t l tf l ft^tw %1 1TO CTOT, ItfRW: ft*T TOR <$R W1 Clfe I fVl 4TOt RSI 
TOf ? wrfv toc vfi f%fi TOR v«ttef% «R vti iitu i 

TOtfl finar TOR R 5fegR CWTO R Wl TO? etVRfRl CfRl 5tltf Clfe we etm- 
!RR CVR 'dff Clfel 

Mr. SPEAKER : TOtfi, TOTf% tori n I TOtfi Chairtv address vtf igi i 
Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : eft* TORR itwte «trv 
e t i t f if R sfegR 4im lati R wu wi dispensary cTOn ftwtf , <?TTO TO8 quinine in 
tort SifTO ’tren to, to <4iti uni w i 4fe fiitii fw if* fbf* n cm tor 
<$tf etfi I^titf vti R f*5fn aeroplane! Fte fitw RTO Rti Rtf TOR R ciTO 
CVR ^ff Ittf fro I CtTOfRR dff Clfe TOT Ittl TO, 5tWR 5tlR fetn TORI, TOT, 
dll, fFdlllltll TO TO lYtTStf I TOTI 1WWR TO I bfe^R CTOR If CltV VRIlCf 

itn ittif ; fro 'jtrfi ffit eY we TOFRfRR mtitii injection RfR cvR itiwe itt i 
nfi iR^tf lit ititficv iyiR vfiteff itftw gtir feSfin Rttdf dispensaryeAtW 
gn ifiittq vtTO, TOtwtii $jcito 3 e tort to mn toii vto i 
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The motion of Elian Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhnry that the 
demand of Rs. 24, 86, 000 for expenditure under the head “3$ — Medical” 
during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about 
sufficient Government grant and supply of sufficient medicine to union 
board dispensaries, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad that 
a sum of Es.24,86,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “38 — 
Medical” during the current year, was then put and agreed to. 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

( After adjournment.) 

40 — Agriculture. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move 
that a sum of Rs.91,47,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “40-— 
Agriculture” during the current year. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Es. 91, 47, 000 for expenditure under the head “40 — 
Agriculture” during the current year be reduced by Es. 100 to raise a 
disoussion about making scientific examination of elements of soils to 
remedy pestilence of betel leaves, bamboos, and chilly seedlings. 

I beg also to move that the demand of Rs.91,47,000 for expenditure 
under the head “40-^-Agriculture” during the current year be reduced by 
Es. 100 to raise a discussion about agricultural income-tax which has not 
been earmarked for the agricultural improvement. 

TOt* wtcw so** ^ sotr cw ^8 cut motion <zw] *rtw, <?r$ 

Wtft move toI^i 

^tfi toitcw TOfw Tforre cw vfw-TO fcprifr, wtro 

Vfl, <!V5*J5 TOW, C'fB'SlTW ’TUT TOWT? C5&1 tor I (Noise and interruption.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Don’t interr upt, please. RtTOtr* ^rsrf% sn, 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : m 

tot® i w cwm?, f%rf^ vcw 4fi*n4*tnnr 

to*i m finsv ww ’■rfn? i wtfwfw 4^4*™ croc?* ^ cit^bri 

^5iftwi 4$, fw c wstrw JtfVro 4rf»cro wi 1 4TO fofw 1 wfM wro 

f%f% to 4$ wi 4Ttro wrft rsjcto tori cw ^rfrotrov vtw c4w cwcw faw 1 

wi TOtw Rtw sfrtjTO* TO TOTO fro TOtfcra wftrow 1 (Again noise and 

interruption ) c*R 4 TO 1 wtTOT4 tow 1 *rt4TOi cTOTO tohr cror r 
|*t to tor wrowi w wi ? TO* toto * 1 * cw rtgicro srtoro 4 Ttor wr4i 

TOtn Wi wrftr® *ttfiTTO wi 1 ^00 frcro to ffw ^ town $ 4 w to to tocw 

so ttm 1 to wvr cw tow TO fia* TOi TOr TO TO tor frt*i 1 cw to 
fipr * toi to <toto to tor <r TOn 1 tot* *4i TO f^ftrotwi wi nr, tow torri 

4 fTOCI TO TO CTTO TOR I W^TO WTfR ri?ftCTO St^tCTO fww TO TO TO WY1 
TOTO WtTOl TOtf TP* TOI. 4 Wfi TO TOtl TOlTOmTOffTOl TOR TO 

TOl WW& Rl TO TO TOl 4 TOJTO tow fw TO ? TOtfl 4t CW i p rf k TOtl 

fiw TOttTOW'fll TOfe ftfr® TOlTTO'lTO*! TO CTO To f WTO tfCTORI <44* TOl 
TO to TO*fcwc , ^i TO i TOi wtw control to 4? t 44 , TO, 4j8 TO TO wtto tow i 
tow TO 1 wrofcwi to i fro tcww rto, tcwi to or tor to® 8to 

TO 1 Control TO TO tw TOsn TO TO TOfl tot BfTOl 
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*ltW CT4l TO** TO!*, WRi, ipsi Swift TO fTO* control TOtTO cWlRtTOl TOT TO** | 
djt fTOTW control to sn to TO? I 0 ? CTO? TOTOCT dTO oontrol ^n TO TO TO? 
TO W*t CTO TO TO TOTl TO? 1 ▼totTO cto ration card** TOYl mc*TO TO- 
to rttftro tffef toti f?i^^ cron tow yt fwfti TOror wm 

#M, *=?, <t TOtro control TO TO TOTS TOY! TO c*t> l 

dS TOC# Wtft YTO TO R TORI toll TOt5 TO*I 01 ritftTO *f?f b ftWtV 

acre TOre wfi toc* i TO wfiafro TOrfft ¥Hti to, tot *fti ito TO iftu 
*T 5 <tito TOTO TO TO'Q tffn ▼< TO5 TOctor h I wfireft? Settlements record TO 
TO* l Forest Department tor Cl ClTOl 5? TO TO? TO? I fro TOf% ITO TO st TO 
wfcefaus TO ▼to? “sre*?' ciTOi cfi ci'fi' $*TTO tot, TO5 ^'TciTOi TO jfi to i Forest 
Department f# to? tor or wfira f#J TO c*o? to? TO TOt»r to TO ? TO mTO sfl 
icgmre w^citi TO foft? tor onto? to cror tor i s* to TOro TO itrc Forest 
Departmental TO TORT* TO TO? TO* l TO n income TO CRi TO TO c TO I TOW- 
TO TOtt*i TO to? TO* i TO iRfa wit torto ^citw wif* fTO TO TOtow to, st 
JPR? TO^5 TO WtT5 IR 'Q TOTRT 5tOR fcTOlt'sft 9? TO TOT) WIR I 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: Sir, I do not wish to make a speech to a thin 
house but I would like some information from the Hon’ hie Minister on two 
points. The supplementary estimates show that there lfus been an increase 
in the expenditure on the jute regulation scheme of approximately- Rs.26 
lakhs. The total cost of the jute regulation .scheme is now shown to be 
It s. 61 lakhs. Now, Sir, it seems clear thut the work of the jute regulation 
itself cannot have cost anything like Its. 61 lakhs and other items must 
have been wrongly included under this head. It would be remembered 
that the House in 1941 passed the raw jute tax which was intended to cover 
the cost of jute regulation and of other Government jute schemes. The 
cost of jute regulation was then estimated by the Finance Minister as 
between Rs. 32-33 lakhs and even taking into account the payment of 
dearness allowances to the staff 1 don’t see how the cost can possibly have 
increased to Rs.61 lakhs. It cannot seriously be suggested that the work 
of issuing and checking licenses of the jute growers has cost anything like 
this sum. It would therefore appear that a number of other items such 
as for example the collection of crop statistics have been included under 
this head. 1 would like to know from the Hon’hle Minister what exactly 
the work of jute regulation has cost and what are the other items included 
under this head. I would also like to be assured that in future only jute 
regulation will be included under this head and the other items will be 
shown under separate heads. The present system of accounting gives us 
an entirely wrong impression. 

I would like to hear from the Hon’ble Minister in charge why the demand 
for fisheries has again been included under the head “Industries" although 
last year the attention of Government was drawn to this mistake. Will 
the Hon’ble Minister please explain the position? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIH HOSAIN: 

I should give a reply first to Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury. 
He had two cut motions, of which one was practically moved and the other 
not moved. He talked about the agricultural income-tax but said nothing 
about problem of betel leave, etc. I may tell him for his information that 
so long Bengal had no mycologist or entomologist to look after the pestilences 
and diseases of crops and plants. Now we have got the very l^«t Myoologist 
in the whole of India. We have got Dr. Padwick, Principal of the Dacca 
Agricultural Institute, and under aim we have got one trained man. We 
are also going to have some more men trained in mycology and entomolgy 
and therefore, pestilence and diseases of plants and crops will now be 
properly looked after. 
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As regards the agricultural income-tax, I may tell the honourable 
» member that it is npt the policy of the Finance Department to earmark any 
particular tax for any particular purpose. As a matter of fact we know that 
we are spending On agricultural department, much more than what we get 
from the tax on agricultural development. It is not, therefore, necessary 
to earmark the tax. From this tax, we can at best get only Es. 50 to 
Its. 00 lakhs whereas our agricultural budget shows an increase from Es. 50 
to Rs. 60 lakhs to more than two crores. Even in the supplementary 
estimates, the demand is for Es. 91 lakhs and odd. So, the question of 
earmarking does not arise. 

As regards Mr. Walker’s query as to why the cost of jute regulation 
has increased so much, this is chiefly due to the entertainment of staff — 
jute regulation staff — ior Western Bengal. Hitherto there was no jute 
staff for West Bengal, because jute cultivation is very little there. But 
for the purpose of looking after famine and distress we nad to employ a big 
staff, of which half the cost was debited to the jute regulation and half to 
famine. That is why the cost has increased so greatly. I may say at the 
same time that this huge staff which used to be only entertained for the 
purpose of iute regulation work are now being fully employed because they 
have been harnessed to development department and they have to work 
for collection of agricultural statistics. For agricultural statistics we had 
to employ only two village recorders, in each union, union recorders, but for 
supervising the wohk of collection of agricultural statistics, that is for 
checking and other things, we employed the entire jute regulation staff. 
But for the jute regulation staff, it would have been impossible to get the 
statistics of crops. In Western Bengal, there was no supervising staff 
available for crop statistics. That also justifies the entertainment of staff 
in Western Bengal which was chiefly responsible for the increase in the 
expenditure under the head jute regulation. 

The other point raised by Mr. Walker was about fisheries. I think that 
the Finance Department has been doing it always including it as part of 
Industries and so it did take note of last year’s comment and not made it 
a separate head, under the Agricultural Department. I think next year it 
will be done by the Finance Department. 

With these words, I commend that the demand made under the head 
Agriculture be granted by the House. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of lis. 91 ,47,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” 
during the current year be reduced by Es. 100 to raise a discussion about 
making scientific examination of elements of soils to remedy the pestilence 
of betel leaves, bamboos and chilly seedlings, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Ra.91,47,000 for expenditure under the head “40— Agriculture” 
during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about 
agricultural income-tax which has not been earmarked for the agricultural 
improvement, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muaczamuddin Hosain 
that a sum of Es. 91 ,47,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “40 — 
Agriculture” during the current year was then put and agreed to. 

38 — Public Health. 

The Heifhle Khan Bahadur Jffaulvi JALALUDD1N AHMAD: On the 

recommendation of His Exoellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs.l ,16,07,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “39 — Public 
Health”, during jthe current year. 

I want to apeak now because the time was very short in replying to the 
motion moved by Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmad Chowdhury m connection 
with the demand under the head “Medical”. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot speak on that now. 

The Hon v bl§ Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMADi Only one 

sentence, Sir. In support of my motion I can tell the members of the House 
that the supply of finance and medicine to rural union board dispensaries 
has been arranged in such a way that no complaint has come from the 
district of Chittagong from which the honourable member oomes. He will 
have occasion to speak again when the ordinary demand comes up before 
the House. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad 
that a sum of Rs. 1,16, 07,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“39 — Public Health” during the current year was then put and agreed to. 

Irrigation — 18 — Other RevemA Expenditure financed from ordinary revenues. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, on the recommen- 

dation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 10,52,600 be granted for expenditure under the head “18 — Other Revenue 
Expenditure financed from ordinary Revenues” during the current year. 

Khan Bahadur Haji 6ADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 10,52,600 for expenditure under the head “18 — 
Other Revenue Expenditure financed from ordinary Revenues” during the 
current year be reduced by Rs.100 to ruise a discussion about re-exoavation 
of silted “Khan Bahadur Fanri Canal”, Anwara, and Kumirchora Canal, 
Bankshali, in Chittagong without delay as the present silted up condition 
of the above is causing disadvantages to communication, agriculture and 
sanitation of the locality. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 10, 62, 600 for expenditure 
under the head “18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from ordinary 
Revenues” during the current year be reduced by Rs.100 to raise a discussion 
about establishment of sluice gate system to obtruot brine water and utilise 
the pure hill water to overflood a vast area with a view to grow more food 
by additional harvest of paddy and rabi crop in the area of the following 
rivers and streamlets in Chittagong, viz ., Karnafull ; y, Halda, Sangu, I)alu 
Tankavati, Matamohuri, Bagkhali rivers and Bailehariohhora, Kalipur- 
chhora, Sadhupurchholra, Silkopchhora, Naporachhora streamlets. 

TOrokhr wm wfrw42 44 motion ftr* I TOft jkftk 4TO move 

Wlf| i flfi Irrigation f#t vwmrf , fTTOW ftTO tfk w Irrigation Departmental 
tot w top to fcrwi vn vtrro smrs wrtwrw cm fenwr? wtvsc* m i *mv*c*it ones 
trw* Irrigation Departmental crotr* crort* V3 map fcfTO ftaf 4?; WTO cTOi wfw 
w f ;»n orcii viro « firem tfti iwn *o fcrfi to ft? vtrro <4?; wrW 

fvvitt fswri >o fctfi fw cf'sn vkrew i cn ito kin i 

xfivc’flcw cro tow to support fi wfft fvro TOfk i 

skgrww tjti tjropF wro wirw — cwwtrw *ttwtr$w ftfc to wftw cm ww%t ftnw i 

Irrigation Department ww ff fcTfi TO few Vtrro i ffif; 4k ’TTO wucww ffTf 
wf* WO f*f &TV1 TO WWW TO! WkW TO Cfttf* TO i W( TO TO TO TO 

VtTO b*!tf ICWf, k*l fffC5 TO WtTff TOf TOTWV TOTt VkW I 

Itcro skgfw 4TOt? wf %roi wtrf wtw* fi'r^f*, vnm, *r*, *€t, vrarwrifi 

wtrorfa 4*; foariftm , ffapwtwi, *rmwnn, c w^mw i vrwv to? ctoi wcwhtto firri 
falWI fiWf WCf fwfcl TO CTO 4W 0TO1 WWW *tTW f*Tt VTWf I CWfWfifa * CTOI TO 
meet fitf CTOfTO wff 4f$i sluice gate fTOf TOT) fWi TO TOl wkw fit fltn f CTOI 
TO ftfaf TOW *! I TOfv TOktl fit TOTTOTV WJWfW f fa f ft f®f% CTO tTO TO* TOD TO* I 

to* w* krfin fa* irfro, crorw to to « ftvroT vtvs ♦nflw w im orn 

TO CTOf bTOWVkWI kTOTOlTOTOTO<?TOlTOtTOTOTOrtWJ TOW TOl fbft 4^ 
fwn wfircro * *1 i fTO TOR' to-w opporition memberro fV|TOTOk#n CTO Nh 

TO Mro fro TO CTOt ftafi TO" cH WtJ TOW TO *H ft* ftWTOtf f If 
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wjprtr ffH vtrw c? ftpr of 4 Rtf wtt¥C¥i M ts cwtrw* ww owrw 1 c* wwi 

{rtf*, ifis< crofc* tw wq*r ?w TOrcv* ww eroTOwi tor to •rtfwsS'fta to** cro 
V¥l RTO TO 'SI opposition *r*T CTOTO TOf TOT3 TO ^ 4 $ WVT1 I 

ite<zvfc* TO w$rr wif* cron ww tors tjm TOrs w toi 4?* wcfcr ew 

TORS ’Jjp Wtas W TO* TOR TOT Irrigation Department cTOf to sluice gate^t 
toto ww *$▼ i cwft fret m tor tow *R i cro wrto c tow, crore \ tor 

*1 C¥fTO >0 TOR 4$ ITOTO* TO* TO TO, **f a Tr>T5 CO WW TOl, 4 TO TO 
▼TO3 TO**, TOr*T Wtf* WM*ffv*k¥ tffepfo f^5 ^tff% C* 4$ *TO WR*1 CTOF W5P5: TOW 

to wi TO *rtwn TO i wfrro *tffirc* cvtr ^s totr to* iw? to i 

TO 4W&1 f?TO wtTOft* eRtfs* i *tfTO Cox bazar TOf 5^?ftTO 4*Ffci subdivision* 
ORTC* train TO*R cTO TO TO, 4WTOT steamer4 TO *RSRR5 vfara $* i 

tlgR 4*; Coxbazar4i TOTO 4V&t ^fhrcTOi TO TO TO, W & TO 5 iTTO c l 1 s: (TO 
▼flw TORRJ vf*05 ¥1 1 4$ TOR TOTV TOTO TOl *tf^Rl *tr¥ 4¥* OTTOT TOtTOSR ¥1 

TOf*«n TOi *tcw i nTTOTO: tffc tor TO4h *t , w^rapf s wfR fir* 4$ to t»TOw *R 4^ 

TOR TO TOPJRR* <& TOW WTO TORR5 TOCS TOT *1 I TO TOtfttf TOtmW W*pffR 
wift fef* toi 4$ to vt&RR tot to* i 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 10,52,000 for expenditure under the head “IS— Other Revenue 
Expenditure financed from ordinary Revenues” during the current year be 
reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about re-excavation of silted 
“Khan Bahadur Fanri Canal”, Anwara and Kumirchora Canal, Bankshali, 
in Chittagong, without delay as the present silted up condition of the 
above is causing disadvantages to communication, agriculture and sanita- 
tion of the locality, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Hnji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs.l(),o2,fi00 for expenditure under the head “18 — Other Revenue 
Expenditure financed from ordinary Revenues” during the current year be 
reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about establishment oi sluice 
gate system to obstruct brine water and utilise the pure hill water to 
overflood a vast area with a view to grow more food by additional harvest 
of paddy and rabi crop in the area of the following rivers and streamlets 
in Chittagong, viz., Karnafully, Halda, Sangu, Dalu, Tankavati, 
Matamohuri, Bagkholi rivers and Bailcharichhora, Kalipurchhora, Sadhu- 
purcholra, Silkopchhora, Naporachhora streamlets, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain that a sum of 
Rs. 10,52,600 be granted for expenditure under the head “18 — Dther Revenue 
Expenditure financed from ordinary Revenues” during the current year was 
then put and agreed to. 

43 — Industries — Industries. 

Tht Hon’bto Mr. Khwajft 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 

Rs. 40, 84, 000 be granted for expenditure under the head “48 — Industries — 
Industries” during the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

43— IndustriM— CinoMfUL 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARM A. Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 

Rs. 1,40,000 be granted for exjienditure under the head “43 — Industries — 
Cinchona” during the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

AdJointmitL 




Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
8th March, 1945, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syfj) Nafsher Ali) in the Chair, H 
Hon’ble Ministers and 151 members. 

Obituary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, it is my melancholy duty to 
refer to the sad death of Rai Bahadur Kirit Bhusau Das, a sitting member 
of this House. 

The Rai Bahadur represented Murshidabad Scheduled Caste Constituency. 
'He was Chairman, Jangipur Local Board; President, Dafarpur Union 
Board ; member, Murshidabad District Board ; and Honorary Magistrate, 
Jangipur Independent Bench. 

He was loved and respected by all who came in contact with him for his 
pleasant and unassuming manners. 

1 feel that it is the desire of the House to send a message of condolenoe 
to the bereaved family. I hope members will signify their assent by rising 
in their seats. 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. Secretary will take necessary action. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 4-3 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Friday, the 9th 
March, 1945, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 9th 
March, 1945, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 


Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Au) in the Chair, 12 
Hon'ble Ministers and 108 members. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Uniforms for the nurses of F.R.E. Hospital, Tangail. 

•156. Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health Department aware of the fact that while the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agrioultuie Department went to Tangail 
recently, the nurses of the destitute hospital were compelled to make their 
nurses’ uniform at their own cost on pain of penalty? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government propose to bear the cost of 
making those uniforms and pay the amount to the poor nurses back? 

(c) If the answer to {b) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of — 

(») making an enquiry into the matter; and 

(tV) stating the result thereof? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
•ahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) No. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

(c) An enquiry is being made. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how, when he says ‘‘No” to (a), an enquiry is being held in reply 
tO {€)? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: An enquiry is being held for 
further details. We got a report from the Civil Surgeon that there was 
no such complaint nor such things had occurred but still we think there 
must have been something, if not in the nature of a complaint, of that sort 
and so we have called for further details from the Civil Surgeon. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Do I understand that there is a prima 
fmcie case? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No there is nothing like that. 
We have been assured that there was no compulsion from the authorities to 

the nurses uniformed. ^ 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: From the answer just given, are we 
to understand that the nurses made their uniforms Of their own aooord P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHSfADt There was no wmvatnion. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY 8 Who made the enquiry! 
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Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD S We have already asked for 
a farther detailed report why such a complaint has been made about the 
uniform? 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY* From the answer just now given that 
the Civil Surgeon informed Government that there was no such case, how 
can the Civil Surgeon get this information and from which source? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD. The Civil Surgeon got the 

report that there was no compulsion on the part of the authorities on the 
nurses to make the uniforms at their own cost but still Government thinks 
that there was something which prompted the nurses to make the uniforma. 
So we have asked the Civil Surgeon to go there and make a further enquiry. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
when a copy of this question was sent to Tangail for an answer the notioa 
to the nurses which was on the notice board was torn to pieces? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD. Government is not aware of 

that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to make this a point of enquiry? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government will consider it. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Medical treatment of Babti Bastimall Lunarwath, a seourity prisoner. 

52. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that Babu Bastimall Lunarwath is detained now in the Midn&pore 
Central Jail as a security prisoner; 

(it) that he had been suffering from Bronchial Asthma when he was 
arrested on the 15th September, 1942. 

(til) that his ailment increased during his imprisonment; 

(tv) that he was under medical treatment practically for the entire period 
of his imprisonment; 

(v) that he has been bed-ridden in the Jail Hospital for months together 
and has been suffering from Bronchial Asthma, Diarrhoea, regular 
rise in temperature every evening and Jaundice; and 

(vt) that his weight was 84 lbs. when he was arrested and now his weight 
is 70 lbs., and he is every day losing weight? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of — 

(t) making arrangements for his better treatment; or 

(it) releasing him for treatment by his guardians? 

( c ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that he has applied intimat- 
ing his present political views and informed the Government that he believe* 
in and supports the Anti-Fascist people’s war? 

(d) If 'the reply to ( c ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to think the desirability of releasing him in accordance with the 
policy adopted by the Government to the Communist Party? 

MINISTER in olism of the HOME DEPARTMENT (tiki Hon’Mt 
Kbwija Sir NttiimnllfMk) * («) (♦) and (*) Yes. 
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(ii) to (vi) and ( b ) He was suffering from chronic Bronchitis since his 
gm«t for which he was transferred from Midnapore Central Jail to the 
Sedieal College Hospitals where proper treatment was accorded to him by the 
specialists. After discharge he was retransferred to the Midnapore Central 
Jail and his weight there has increased by 3 lbs. 

(d) No. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
|o sjate what is the present weight of Babu Bastimall Lunarwath? 

KlUlfl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: His weight on admission was 80 lbs. 
and his present weight is 78 lbs. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state as to whether when he was sent from the Presidency Jail to the 
Midnapore Jail he was not in a proper condition to be transferred and his 
weight in Midnapore Jail is at present 62 lbs.? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That information is not correct. 
His present weight is 78 lbs. and his weight on admission was 80 lbs. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the reason or reasons for keeping u man in detention for 
security purposes who was anti-Fascist in his views? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: His detention is considered neces- 
sary on security grounds. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who was the specialist who examined the security prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: What is the report of this specialist? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The prisoner was suffering from 
chronic Bronchitis. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Release of security and State prisoners. 

•157. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANCULI S (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state— 

(t) the number of persons detained as security prisoners under rale 26 
of the Defence of India Rules in various jails up to date; 

(tt) the number of security prisoners released since 24th April, 1943; 
(lit) the number of persons arrested and detained as security prisoners 
since 24th April, 1943; 

(tv) the number of persons detained as State prisoners under Regulation 
III of 1818 since 24th April, 1943; 

(v) the number — 

(1) of security prisoners under rule 26 of the Defence of India 
Rulee, ana 

(2) State prisoners under Regulation III of 1818, 
detained in various jails for about .three years; 

(vt) the present number of women security prisoners; and 
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(vii) the present number and names of the membwe of the Bengal Legie. 

loti\e Assembly detained in jail as— 

(1) security prisoners, and 

(2) State prisoners? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of releasing the 
security prisoners and State prisoners P 

MB answer to ( b ) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

Khai^ahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja tir 
NaiimuMn): (a)(t) None of the prisoners are now detained under rule 
26 of the Defence of India Rules which has long been superseded by 
Ordinance III of 1944. The present number of detainees is as below — 

(1) Political — 1,317 (including women). 

(id) priminal — 2,276. 

(tt) 556 (this does not include criminal security prisoners released). 

(in) 259. 

(iv) 16. 

(v) (1) 236. 

(2) Nil. 

<n) 19. 

(m) (1) Babu Jnanendru Chandra Majumdar, Babu Satya Priya Banerjee, 
Babu Khagendra Nath Das Gupta, Babu Nikunja Behari Maity and 
Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee. 

(2) Babu Pratul Chandra Ganguli, Babu Sibnatb Banerjee and Babu 
Niharemlu Dutta M;LZiimdar. 

(b) and \c) The cases of all security prisoners are under constant review 
and no prisouei is detained longer than necessary. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer {a) (vii) will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government have 
received a largely signed representation from members of this House request- 
ing that their colleagues in detention may he allowed to attend meetings 
of this House and exercise their rights as representatives of the people? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Y es, Sir, a representation bus been 
received. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon'ble Minister lie pleased to 
state what action Government have taken or propose to take on the petition P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This petition was received only a 
few days back and the matter is being considered. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo pleased to 
consider the desirability of discussing this matter with the leaders of the 
Opposition groups as to whether the Government should release those people 
forthwith ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No useful purpose would be served 
by this procedure. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: From the answer just now given are 
we to understand that Government is determined not to bring them to “this 
House ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already said that the peti* 
tion was received only the other day, and it was receiving the Chief Minister’* 
attention. 



QUESTIONS. 


[9th Mabch, 


m 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
Consider the desirability of giving an assurance that these gentlemen will 
b© allowed to attend the meetings of this House during this session under 
necessary precautions that Government may think desirable? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The matter is receiving the Chief 
Minister s personal and sympathetic attention. Nothing can be said at this 
singe until the Chief Minister examines the position. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU” Will the honourable member be 
pleased to state what is his own opinion about this? 

Eh SPEAKER* He cannot give any opinion. I cannot allow it. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are his objections to bring them here under necessary precau- 
tionary measures? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have nothing further to add. I 
have made the position quite clear. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell the House when Babu Pratul Chandra Ganguli was arrested 
under Regulation III? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Js not Government aware that he 
was arrested in the year 1940? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. Sir, probably. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Then, Sir, why is the answer given 
in the statement “Nil” regarding those detained for more than three years? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Some of the prisoners were first 
arrested as security prisoners and later on became State prisoners. There- 
fore, the reply “Nil” means that no State prisoner has been under detention 
as suoh for a period of three years. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 

£ leased to tell us the present condition of health of Babu Khagendra Nath 
las Gupta who has been suffering from time to time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why the name of Sj. Sarat Chandra Bose does not occur in the list? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Because he is not detained by the 
Government of Bengal. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will Government consider the desirability 
of taking up his case also with the Government of India if the Government 
have any power to do so? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* I have already stated many times 
on the floor of the House that the responsibility for the arrest and detention 
of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose is Government of India’s and therefore the 
Government of Bengal has no responsibility in this matter. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government is a'Ware that there is a very large volume of 
publio opinion in the country which demands that Sj. Sarat Chandra Boae 
and his oolleagues in this House should either be forthwith released or be 
allowed to take part in the proceedings of this House? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is a matter of opinion what the 
honourable member means by “a large volume of public opinion”. 
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Mf. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleMed to state if the Bengal Government or for the matter of that the 
non ble Home Minister is debarred from writing to the Central Govern- 
ment m regard to Sree Sarat Chandra Bose in this connection ? 

Khnn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* We answer questions about matters 
in which we are primarily responsible. 

• ^ r * ATUL CHANDRA ®^* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Sj. Sarat Chandra Bose was arrested and detained without 
the knowledge and consent of the Government of Bengal? 

Khafl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. 1 Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose was 
arrested when the member sitting opposite was a part and parcel of the 
Government. 

^^1* CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Sj, Sarat Chandra Bose is being kept in detention without 
the consent of this Government ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* 1 have stated that the Government 
of India is responsible for the arrest and detention of Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose and therefore the question of consent of this Government does not 
arise. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when Maulana Maniruzzaman Islamahadi was arrested by 
the Government of India? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice a^l have not got 
the date and I may again tell the House that the responsibility for the arrest 
and detention of Maulana Maniruzzaman Islamahadi is Government of 
India’s. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether Maulana Maniruzzaman Islamahadi w r as arrested 
with the consent or without the consent of this Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have already explained to the 
House that the question of consent of this Government does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister think it 
desirable also to communicate with the Central Government in regard to 
the release or bringing of Maulana Maniruzzaman Islamabad! to this House 
for taking part in the deliberations of this House? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have stated that the Government 
of Bengal is not responsible for the detention of Maulana Maniruzzaman 
Islamahadi. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Ministers were not sure of their position, how was it possible 
for them to announce the policy that they would adopt in regard to the 
political security prisoners just on the eve of the formation of their 
Ministry? 

Mr. SPEAKER. How does that question arise? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: They are not answering the ques- 
tion whether they are debarred from writing to the Central Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: They have avoided the reply because 
the position is very delicate. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can’t ask that question. 
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Mr. NlSHITHA NATH KUNDU: It is by way of making submission 
relating to the relevancy of the question. 

Mr. SPEAKERS I understand that and everybody understands that. 
You can discuss it during the budget discussion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the arrest and detention of Sj. Sarat Chandra Bose had any- 
thing to do with the formation of this Government? % 

Khifl Sahatfur MOHAMMED ALI. 1 have stated once before that when 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose was arrested, the members sitting opposite were 
part and parcel of the then Government. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Just now the honourable member has 
told the House that the Hon’ble Chief Minister is considering about these 
prisoners being brought to this House on the representation of the members. 
Will the honourable member please tell the House when this consideration 
will be finished? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of opinion. I 
cannot state when the consideration will be finished, but the matter is 
receiving the Chief Minister’s attention. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Can we expect that this considera- 
tion will be finished during the session and before the session ends? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am sorry I cannot prophesy. 

Reletse of Babu t&Hendra Nath Dutta, a security prisoner, on medical 

grounds. 

M5S. Mr. IBWAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that Babu Hailendra Nath Datta, Midnapore, is detained in the 
Midna|K>re Central Jail as a security prisoner since bis arrest 
on the 15th April, 1941/; 

(it) that he before his arrest was on three months’ medical leave for his 
treatment in Calcutta ; 

(Hi) that he could not avail himself of the medical treatment because 
ot bis sudden arrest; 

(iv) that he fell seriously ill in the mouth of March, 1943, and was 

admitted in the Jail Hospital and stayed there for months; 

(v) that while in the hospital he had stomach trouble, nausea, spasms 

and pain in the left lung and pleura ; 

(vi) that he is still under medical treatment though living in the ward; 

(vii) that the Superintendent of the Jail held that X’rav examination 

was necessary for proper diagnosis of his disease; 

(v tit) that this examination could not take place as the instrument in the 
Kharagpur Hospital was out of order; 

(wr) that he has lost 37 lbs. in weight; 

(ir) that now he cannot walk with the help of stick even ; 

(m) that he applied for release on medical grounds on the 22nd June, 
1943, followed by sevqjal reminders on the 24th July, 20th Sep- 
tember, 3rd November, and 20th December, 1943; 

(mi) that his left leg is almost paralysed; 

(*iii) that he suffers from slow fever every day and vomiting tendency 
and pain in the left lung and pleura, colitis and vomiting at 
intervals; 
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(mv) that on examination two patches were found when ha was under 
restriction before his arrest; and 

(wr) that the father of the said prisoner has applied to the Government 
for the release of his son ? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of arranging for the proper diagnosis of the 
disease of the said prisoner? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate to release him for treatment by 
his guardians? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that the Superintendent 
of the Midnapore Central Jail has recommended his release? 

(e) If the reply to ( d ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action he has taken or proposes to take in the 
matter ? 

( f) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that the said prisoner has 
applied to the Government stating that he is a communist and supporter of 
the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ War? 

(g) If the reply to (/) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of releasing the said prisoner? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the said pri- 
soner was communicated by the Government memorandum No. 1484TH.J., 
dated Oalcuttta, the 31st December, 1943, that his petition for telease had 
been under review ? 

(i) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state the result thereof P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwala Si r 
Nazimuddin): I refer the honourable member to my reply to an almost 
identical question asked by him (agenda No. 5 of the unstarred list, dated 
the lfith February, 1945 >, which was delivered on the 20th February, 1945. 

Mr. NISHITHA HATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given to the 
unstarred question referred to here that he was having evening rise of 
temperature and complained of pain in the chest, will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state why the recommendation of the former Superintendent for his 
X’rav examination was not curried out? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Because after subsequent examina- 
tion the present Superintendent differed with the opinion of the previous 
Superintendent and he was of the opinion that the prisoner was suffering 
from chronic Colitis and indigestion. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the former Superintendent recommended for his X’ray examina- 
tion and when his successor Superintendent turned down that recommenda- 
tion? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give the dates, 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the difference between 
the two Superintendents, will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state 
why this case was not referred to a third medical man witn experience and 
special knowledge? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Because the previous Superinten- 
dent did not arrive at any definite conclusion. He wanted an X’ray 
examination merely for investigation purpose because the diagnosis was not 
complete. The other Superintendent had a thorough examination and 
cam e to a definite conclusion that the prisoner’s symptoms were gastro- 
intestinal and not pulmonary. 
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Mr. MltHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether he is even now having a rise of temperature in the 
evening f 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : I ask for notice, but the information 
at my disposal is that he has improved and at present he can walk without 
the help of a stick. Previously he had to take the help of a stick, but now 
he can dispense with it. 

Mr. NltHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state of these two Superintendents who was the senior? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
fco state if he has not become lame of one leg by illness? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know, but the information 
before me is that he can walk about without the help of a stick. 

Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the information that he can walk without the help of a stick 
reached his Department? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sometime last year. 

Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the prisoners coming out recently can give sufficient proof that he has 
become lame of one leg by illness? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. I am afraid I am unable to answer 
that question, because the information at my disposal is a few months old. 
If the honourable member wants up-to-date information, I would ask for 
notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaRcd to state what was his weight on admission and what is his present 
weight ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: His weight on admission was 
114 lbs. and his present weight is 110 lbs. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer just now given 
will the Hon’ble Minister reconsider his case and in order to have definite 
diagnosis direct the Superintendent to get him examined on X’ray? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I have just also found from 
the report that the security prisoner is not suffering from any fever. So 
the question of his suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis now does not 
arise. His symptoms indicate that the complaint is located in the intestine. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Even if the complaint is located in 
the intestine, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to direct the Superinten- 
dent to get him examined and X’rayed for intestinal diagnosis? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: For intestinal diagnosis X’ray is 
only needed when there is any apprehension of any ulceration, but not for 
tubercular infection. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that in the ques- 
tion referred to in his answer the question ( h ) has not been answered, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to answer the question (A)? It did not 
occur in the agenda No. 5, dated the 16th February, 1945. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI 8 I ask for notice. 
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Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have understood your point and everybody has 
understood it. You cannot discuss a question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I am not discussing, but are we 
debarred from making even a submission to the Speaker? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is question time and you cannot make any sub- 
mission. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU* Simply because it is question time 
I cannot make any submission ! 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You can always submit that he has not given any 
answer to your question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU* Sir, he has referred to a question, 
and in that question, question (A) does not occur. Now he asks for notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is that not discussion? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Certainly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you cannot discuss it. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: 1 am not discussing the question 
itself. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you kindly understand me? Will you resume 
your seat? 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: 1 shall try to understand you 

Mr. SPEAKER: The position is simple. During question time you 
can only put supplementary questions in order to elicit further information 
arising out of the information given. Here it appears that debberately 
something has not been answered 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, it is not deliberately. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you please sit down? That is his case. If that 
is so, you can draw the attention of the member answering the question 
saying that “your attention is drawn to it; will you kindly reply to that?'’. 
But you go on discussing this has not been done, that has not been done, 
etc. That is not the proper way. When he asks for notice, that itself 
means that he is not answering the auestion. You may treat it in any 
way you like, but you cannot discuss tnat. You can deal with that during 
Budget discussion. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: What 1 wanted to do is this: not 
only I wanted to bring it to the notice of Government but also to the notice 
of the Speaker, so that a remedy may be found. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have told you times without number that I cannot 
force the Government to answer questions in a particular way. The remedy 
lies in your hands. I can certainly say 'that this question has not been 
answered. That is all that I can say. 1 cannot say anything more. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: If you say that much, we shall be 
satisfied. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: You can say “I refuse to preside unless 
Government give proper replies”. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI s Sir, it was not that we deliberately 
avoided it. We did not intend to avoid. Questions (k) and (i) were over- 
looked. I can answer those questions now. So far as question (^) is con- 
cerned, the answer is “yes’' and regarding (?) the answer is “the petition 
has been rejected”. 

Mr. SPEAKERS That is all right. Next. 

Remark of Dr. N. Sanyal. 

(Question No. *159 was then called and Khan Sahib Hainiduddin Ahmed 
rose to read the printed answer.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. Sir, may I draw your attention to 
the remark “ ” again made by Dr. Sanyal? An objection was taken 

previously .to this remark. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD: I do not think it is objectionable, 
because his relationship is so very close that he cannot forget it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I cannot allow either the expression 
used by Dr. Sanyal or the retort given by Mr. Abdulla-al Mahmood. Both 
■hese should be expunged from the proceedings. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Why Sir? Under what authority? 
The Speaker is not Hitler. He has got to act according to rules. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the least that I can do. Otherwise I would 
rnve asked you to withdraw. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Why Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Did nt you Hav “ at* ”? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Yes. Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: You must withdraw that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: To whom does it apply? 

tylr. SPEAKER: The name of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
lalaluddin Ahmad was called and you said “ ”. It is not a question 

>f laughing. It is a disgrace to the House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If the Minister wants to be disgraced, 
cannot help it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask you to withdraw it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What shall I withdraw, Sir? I have 
ot used any unparliamentary expression. You are unnecessarily getting 
ervous. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask you, Dr. Sanyal, to leave the House. 

Dr. UALINAK8HA SANYAL. I will not. You have not got the 
ower to ask me to leave the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have asked you to withdraw. Will you not obey 
y order? • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I beg of yon not to get excited. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have asked yon to withdraw. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA lEN: Sir, may I request you to enlighten the 
[ouae what is the objection in the term “Mamu* ’ ? 
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Ilf. SPEAKERS Let me see what is there in the rules. (Pause.) In 
my opinion the conduct of Dr. Sanyal has been grossly disorderly and I ask 
him to withdraw from the House immediately, 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: This is a storm in a tea-cup. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, they were talking amongst them* 
selves. 

Mr. Kl RAN SANK AR ROY: Mr. Speaker, may 1 make a submission? 
I he remark which Dr. Sanyal made was really made among ourselves. I 
think, Sir, unnecessarily too much is being made of this. In case you 
insist on the withdrawal of Dr. Sanyal the only course left open for us will 
be that we shall all withdraw from the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Roy, it is painful to the Speaker to usk an honour- 
able member of this House to withdraw. That is most painful for the 
Speaker to do. You know, on a previous occasion a similar expression was 
used and it was withdrawn. This time again this expression has been 
used. It is not quite dignified to use such an expression. 1 hope you 
will agree to that. Even if it had been that it was said in a way which 
'was not audible to me or to other members of the House, that would have 
been something else. But it was stated so loudly that I heard it and other 
members of the House also heard it. So 1 had' to take notice of it. But 
I did not even take notice of it until a retort was given from the other side. 
So I had to say thqjt both the expressions either from this side or from the 
other side will remain expunged. That was the least I could do. Then 
I was challenged by Dr. Sanyal that 1 could not expunge anything. I have 
seen the practice in this House that the Speaker has always said in the 
House that such and such expressions would he expunged. Then, again, 
that was challenged. The only other alternative left for me in these 
circumstances was to ask him to withdraw. If he had not challenged this, 
it would have simply remained expunged as if he hud done nothing. But 
it was asserted, why should it be expunged? That clearly proves thut it 
was meant for the House. Therefore it does not stand that it was not 
meant for the House. So, whatever that may be if I)r. Sanyal withdraw# 
I will certainly reconsider the case, but if he still persists, certainly 1 can- 
not be called upon to revise m y decision. That is what. I would request 
Mr. Roy to consider and to consider carefully. 

Mr* ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I am sitting c.lose to Dr. Sanyal 
and heard him. What he said he said in a humorous way and he did not 
mean any offence to anybody. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another thing. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Sir, not only he must withdraw 
but he must apologise. 

Mr* SPEAKER: I will hear the leader of the Congress Party. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of privilege, Sir. Have 
we not the right to make any remark amongst ourselves which is no] 
unparliamentary ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you mean to say that you can go on calling mam* 
bers ' and tfti and all sorts of things? I am the last person to 
allow that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: He was not addressing anybody in the 
House. Still if you insist on that attitude we shall all be under the pain- 
ful compulsion to withdraw from the House. 
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Mr. SPEAKER* In my opinion the expression was wrong which ought 
got to have been used in this House in the way it has been done, but even 
now I will revise my decision if Dr. Sanyal withdraws, otherwise not. 

(Pause.) 

Mr* SPEAKER* Let us go on with the business. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Sir, may we know whether 
Dr. Sanyal is a stranger or not? 

Mr* SPEAKER: No, he is not a stranger. 

Number of doaths, cMstriot by district, from duly to December, IMS, from 

various diseases. 

# 18B. Dr! 8ANAULLAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to lay on 
the Table a statement showing, district by district, from the 1st of July, 
1943, up to the 31st December, 1943, — 

(a) the total amount spent in each month by the Government of Bengal 

for epidemic control ; and 

(6) the total number of deaths, month by month, due to — 

(i) starvation, 

(ii) malaria, 

(Hi) cholera, and 

(iv) other diseases P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) The amount of time and labour 
involved in ascertaining these details is incommensurate with the value of 
Ithe information sought. In any case it is impossible to give accurate 
figures. 

(b) A statement showing deaths from cholera, smallpox, malaria and other 
causes and total deaths in eueh subdivision, month by month, in Bengal 
during 1943 is laid on the Library Table. 

Deaths from starvation only were not separately recorded but have been 
included among deaths from other causes. Reference is invited to the 
answer to starred question No. 365. 

Mr* CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to the answer that 
deaths from starvation only were not separately recorded, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether they will make a column in the form 
for recording deaths from starvation separately? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It is impossible for the Govern- 
ment to have these deaths recorded separately because in each and every 
case certificates of medical men will be necessary but a sufficient number 
of people with medical knowledge is not available throughout the province. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
these informations are brought by chowkidars who have no medical 
knowledge at all and the case of death is dictated by the chowkidar and 
written by the union board office? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In cases like cholera, fever, 
malaria the chowkidar’ s opinion may be accepted but in case of pure and 
simple starvation a chowkidar is’ not an authority and his opinion cannot 
be accepted and relied on. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Do the Government mean that the 
chowkidars have no knowledge who is starving in the locality and who is 
not starving? 
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ittw Wiib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No, a chowkidar cannot certify 
a case of starvation. Deaths due to pure and simple starvation are very 
rare and in some cases they are attended with some other diseases. 

Mr* CHARU CHANDRA ROY; Mv question is whether the chowkidar 
of the locality does not know who is starving within his maftalU and who 
is not starving? 

. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD; The chowkidar may know that 
a man or woman may be starving but he cannot certify that death was due 
to starvation only. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From auswer (<i) do l understand the 
Hon’ble Minister to say that information about disease and mortality is not 
of sufficient value for the House? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: That is not so. I request the 
honourable member to read the question — the total amount spent in each 
month by the Government of Bengal for epidemic control — month by month. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to the answers just 
now given about the head “Starvation,” will the Government make some 
’arrangement that there be a head “Death from starvation” in the form? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government do not think that 
a head would he of any help in getting at accurate figure of starvation death 
because all the deaths due to starvation cannot be recorded. 


Withdrawal of the expression used by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view of the directions given to me 
by my leader and by my friends I do declare that 1 did not intend the 
expression that you took objection to to be heard by you even if you heard 
and thought fit to take serious note of it. I submit that in the absence of 
the Hon’lde Minister, Mr. Jalaluddin Ahmad, the expression could not 
have been fixed on him, but since you consider it necessary for me to with- 
draw those words, I do withdraw them, but I would also want to make it 
clear which I did submit earlier that so far as the proceedings of this legis- 
lature are concerned they must as far as practicable be true and correct report 
of the proceedings 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a different matter altogether. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL! And if expression or expressions have 
got to be expunged they should be by a proper machinery that is devised 
under the rules by a motion for expunction or otherwise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I withdraw the expression that you 
took exception to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly I do accept the withdrawal and I revise my 
decision hut it would have been more graceful if it had been done 
immediately. 

Granting de am tat allowanoa to gurus of Burdwan Guru Training Softool* 

MSS. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MA4I: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department art are — 

(i) that the gurus of the Burdwan Guru Training School are not granted 
any dearness allowance or any other allowances in these days of 
hardship; and 

(it) that petition was made for granting of dearness allowance for the 

gurus? 


34 
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. W I* it a fact that all the institutions under Government are getting 
dearness allowance and other privileges in these days of scarcity? 

( c ) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of sanctioning 
dearness allowances for the Burdwan Ghiru Training School P 

( d ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that this year ai very small number of pupils have been admitted into, 
the training school ; and 

(ti) that the gurus cannot maintain themselves by the scanty stipend 
they getP 

MINISTER in oharge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddilt Khan): (a)(t) Gurus of the Burdwan and other Gurtl 
Training Schools are granted a compensatory allowance of Rs.3 per mensem 
each. 

(it) and (6) Yes. 

( c ) Does not arise. 

(d) (i) No. 

(it) The question of further increasing the rate of the stipend for guru 
pupils is now under consideration. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROYS Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
the House how much each Guru is getting? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Rs.10 including the allow- 
ance. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Do the Government think that Rs.10 
including the allowance of Rs.3 is sufficient for a Guru to carry on with 
his family and teach in the Guru Training School? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not consider it sufficient. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to the answer just now 
given, will the Hon’ble Minister please Jell the House whether he will make 
necessary arrangements for ration according to Government rules as other 
officers of Government are getting and an increment of their allowance or 
pay, as the case may be, to enable them to carry on with their families in 
these hard daysP 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN. It has already been stated 
in the answer that the question of increasing the allowance is under 
consideration. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: When can we expect the result of this 
consideration P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I cannot give any exact date, 
but it will be done as soon as possible. 

Women workers in ootl mines. 

*161. Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to 
statu- 
te) on which date the Central Government’s Ordinance lifting the ben 
on the employment of women underground was given enect to in 
the coal mines in Bengal; 

(6) what is the number of women employed underground at present in 
coal mines in Bengal; 

<c) whether pregnant women are prohibited from working underground ; 
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{&) ttre rates of wage 8 paid jto women working underground; 

i e ) w kat are the corresponding rates paid to men working underground; 

if) what are the quotas of rations, if any, supplied to miner*— 

( i ) men, and 

(it) women respectively; 

(g) whether any attempt has been made to induce more male workers 
to work in coal mines by providing for them — 

(i) increased wages, 

(u) suitable grants of rations, 

(Hi) proper housing, and 

(iv) any other amenities for their families; 


(h) what welfare measures, if any, have been taken for the benefit cf 
women miners in practice up till now; and 

(i) how many hours at a stretch are (t) men, and (it) women respec- 
tively made to remain underground in coal mines in Bengal? 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. K. 8hahabuddin) : (a) On the 24th November, 1943, by 
the Government of India, Department of Labour, notification No. M.5731, 
issued under section 4(1 of the Indian Mines Act, 1923 (IV of 1923). 

( b ) Approximately (1,000, 

(c) Sections 3 and 4 of the Mines Maternity Benefit Act, 1941 (XIX of 
1941), regulate the employment of women working underground before and 
after delivery. Under those provisions they may obtain leave for a month 
before delivery and are prohibited from being employed during the four 
weeks following delivery. 

(d) and (e) Where females have replaced males underground they are 
entitled to the same wages as men. The wages of women employed under- 
ground vary from annas 12 to annas 15 a day. 

if) Basic standard ration available on payment of controlled prices — 

Weekly. — 4 seers for each worker (male or female), 4 seers for each 
adult dependant and 2 seers for each child between 2 years and 
12 years. 

The standard ration is composed of rice, wheat or wheat products, gram, 
or maize provided that the maximum amount of rice included in the basic 
ration does not exceed 2 seers per adult both for workers and their 
dependants. There is also a ration of dal $ of the basic ration at concession 
rate of 6 seers per rupee. In addition 1 seer of rice or other foodgrain is 
provided free lo manual workers for each attendance at the mine. 

( 9 ) Fity per cent, dearness allowance over the ore-war rates of 1939, 
has been given to all workers, whether piece rate or daily rate. 

A bonus is granted to coal miners at the following rates:— 

Annas 2 for each day he attends work, if without dependant. 

Annas 3 for each day he attends work, if with one adult dependant, or 
child or children. 

Annas 5 for each day he attends work, if with one adult dependant and 
child or children. 

A Coal Mines Labour Welfare Advisory Board has been formed by the 
Central Government and a Coal Mines Welfare Commissioner with adequate 
staff has been appointed to look after the general welfare of the colliery 
labour, including housing, medical and other amenities. Separate bathing 
plapes for men and women and creches are also being constructed. Confer 
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tmtfons for the welfare fund are levied from the coal mines owners at the 
.(${» of annas four per ton of coal raised under the Goal Mines Welfare Fund 
Ordinance. 

(h) Vide reply to ( g ) above. 

(i) A maximum of nine hours for both men and women in accordance 
with the provisions of the Indian Mines Act. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that during recent weeks a great deal of agitation has 
been made by the All-India Women’s Conference and other women’s 
organisations in Calcutta as well as outside against the employment of 
women in the coal mines? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I have seen certain 
representations made in this connection, but may I add in this connection 
that as far as we are concerned we are not primarily responsible for the 
mine labourers who are the concern of the Government of India. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
Jo state if it is a fact that labour welfare workers belonging to recognised 
trade unions are prveented by the Bengal Government police and other, 
agents of the Bengal Government from going to the habitation of labour 
workers in the coal mines even to enquire whether the promised bonuses 
and additional amenities in connection with the employment of women 
labour underground have been paid or acted up to? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : I am not aware of it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the managers of collieries of some reputed firms including Andrew Yule 
and Turner Morrison have ordered their agents to prevent labour workers 
from entering tbe colliery areas and from going to the habitation of labour 
within their jurisdiction ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja BHAHABUDDIN: I have already stated that 
we are not primarily concerned with labour in the coal mine areas and 
therefore I am unable either to confirm or to contradict the honourable 
member. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what attempt the Bengal Government has made to exclude women 
workers from coal mines? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Women workers have been 
employed under the Government of India’s orders. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the last increment was given to these coal mine labourers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I am not in a position to 
give the exact date. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the Bengal Government received representations from the 
obal mine workers regarding their grievances about wages and dearness 
allowances ? 

'%he Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja BHAHABUDDIN: I have already stated 
that we do not deal with this labour. If any representation reached us it 
m^have been forwarded to tlie proper authorities. 

t t j)r. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Bengal Government at all received any representation? 

rt» Hm’M. Mr. KhwtJ. BHAHABUDDIN i I ask for notice. 
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Of. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: In relation to his answer regarding 
welfare work, will the Hon ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
maternity hospital has been started in the ooal mine area up till now for 
the women workers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr« ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK. ^Yill the HoiTble Minister be pleased 
tor state what are the welfare works started bv the welfare funds mentioned 
in his reply for these coal mine workers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN. I have given the general 
scheme of welfare work. I am not aware of the details. 

Df. NALINAK8HA SANYALi VI ill the Hon* ble Minister be pleased 
to state that the Bengal Government police interferes with these coal mine 
workers in joining unions or making agitation for the amelioration of their 
condition? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: 1 am not aware of that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if there is any representative of the Bengal Government on the Coal 
Mines Labour Welfare Board constituted by the Government of Indiu and 
whether lie is in a position to give the names or designations of the members 
thereof ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: The necessary informa- 
tion's not available, but it the honourable member wants I can supply him 
the information later. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Who administers the Coal Miues 
Welfare Lund from out of which welfare work amongst the coal miners is 
supposed to be carried on ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Theie must be some 
authority, and that is the Government of India and not the Bengal 
Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Has the Bengal Government taken any 
steps to alleviate the conditions or improve the amenities of coal mine 
workers within the Bengal area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: From time In time we 
draw the attention of the Central Government to questions that we consider 
necessary for immediate attention. Beyond that it is not within our juris- 
diction to take any action. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who is responsible for the construc- 
tion of separate bathing places as mentioned in the answer? Is it the 
Bengal Government or the Government of India? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I take it that it must be 

the Government of India. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. What is the present position of the 

construction? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN s I am not in a position to 

iyiswer that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (c), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether during the pre and post perum 
of recess these women workers are given any allowance or wages? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: They are paid according 
to jthe provisions of the Act. * * * 
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'*%> lfffi DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
till us with reference to answer (e) what are the rates of wages paid to 
women workers underground and the corresponding wages of men workers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
colliery owners are now being provided with large amounts of profits and 
are in a position to provide better wages and improved benefits as well ‘as 
rations on the scale stated in the answer? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The latter part is a matter of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: All right, Sir. The first part may be 
answered. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: What is the first part? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Government have now by the fixation of prices for coal provided very large 
margin of profits for colliery owners? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: As I have stated, it is the* 
Government of India’s concern, and I do not think I should answer this 
question. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, before you adjourn the House, may 
I enquire of you whether our Deputy Speaker, Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy, 
gave notice of an adjournment motion with regard to the issue of a threat 
of supersession by the Bengal Government of the Calcutta Corporation if 
the latter body failed to agree to increase the consolidated rate by 21 per 
cent, and to carry out certain other measures suggested by the Bengal 
Government in their entirety by the 16th March, 1945? 

Mf. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Sen, you are not in order in read- 
ing it out as I did not give my consent to it. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After Adjourn m cut.) 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Sir, the Matriculation examination 
begins from the 12th of ‘this month and the employees of the Calcutta 
University Press have gone on strike and the situation is grave. In that 
connection I submitted an adjournment motion to be discussed in the House 
today. 

Mr. SPEAKER. I know that, but in view of the fact that today is the 
last date of the supplementary budget, no adjournment motion can be 
taken up . 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Are we to understand that even if 
there is a grave situation in the country, you are not going to allow an 
adjournment motion during the voting on demands. On the 12th the 
Matriculation examination begins all over the province and the urgency is 
tjlfre* The grievances of the Press workers during the last four or five 
months due to the ueuotism of a member — I mean, tbe Leader of the 
Nationalist group of this House^rho has appointed so many of his relations 
in the higher posts 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. You cannot discuss that matter now. 
Will you please resume your seat? 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Even if there is an urgency, will 
you not allow it? 
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Mr, SPEAKER: I have already said I cannot allow it; please resume 
your seat. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir* Wo have 
just now heard certain remarks regarding a certain leader of the Opposition 
parties and we submit that these remarks are absolutely uncalled for and 
at least 

. Mr. 8PEAKER: I have not heard it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. That is very interesting. You cannot 
hear anything from the other side of the House but you can hear whatever 
is said from this side of the House — even aside talks. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Again, that is a reflection on the Chair, and I cannot 
allow it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: May I request vou. Sir, to reconsider your 
decision on the adjournment motion of Mr. Sycd Jalaluddin Hasheiuyr 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot do that. 

Extra time for discussion of Supplementary Budget Demand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Are you going to proceed with the 
supplementary budget, Sir P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we once more appeal to you to 
give us a longer time? T submit, to you that it is extremely unfair lor the 
Leader of the House and the Government to have allotted a very limited 
time for debate on the supplementary budget demands. May we request 
you once more whether you are in a position to extend the time and to 
permit us to go on with the discussion for a longer period and a larger 
number of days. It appears that Government could extend the time, and 
due to certain emergency Government did extend the time and could have 
done that by two or three days more. At least they could have sat for 
morning and evening sessions and could have permitted more reasonable 
debate on the supplementary budget. May we know whether you have 
changed your mind or Government have changed Iheir mind in this regard 
at all? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: It is no use embarrassing the 
Speaker on this point. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: The leopard cannot change its spots. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, we should place on 
record the fact that Government offered opportunity, time and days for dis- 
cussing the supplementary demands longer than what was originally decided 
upon . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: By whom? 

The Hon’ble Khwsja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, whenever representations 
were made we came forward with suggestions for giving the House an 
opportunity to discuss them. It was obvious that the honourable members 
on the other side had nothing to say and all that they wanted to do was 
to cast insinuations so that the opportunity for a reply from this side would 
not be available. Thev are now leaving the House because they know that 
if those were put to vole they would have found that they were in a hopeless 
minority. I sec no reason why it was not possible for the honourable 
members over there to have a, discussion over this matter today. We were 
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prepared to allot Friday from the beginning as an additional day for dis- 
< 5 $UBiiion — one more day, I say—and we were prepared to allot half an 
hour more every day by reducing the auestion hour and that would have 
been much more than what was originally demanded by the Whips. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: That is all false. That is all an 
absolute lie. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: These terms are unparliamentary. 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I think you will not allow the Leader 
of the House to say anything which is not true. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not here to bear witness to any side. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU* May we ask the Leader of the House 
whether he agrees with the Speaker to sit till 10 p.m. tonight ? 

Tf)0 Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I want to make it absolutely 
clear that Government tried their level best to meet the wishes of the Oppo- 
sition. Government is always eager to meet their wishes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL* Is the Government prepared to sit till 
10 o’clock tonight ? Let it be a proof of their assurances and promises 
and it is clear that Government wants to take advantage of the microphone 
to pass on to the Press that they were very generous. I would like to know 
here and now whether Government are prepared to sit till 10 o’clock tonight. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI : Not at all. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view of the attitude taken up by 
Government we again submit to you that no useful purpose would be served 
by carrying on this sham and mockery of a budget debate. Money has been 
spent extravagantly 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI : Shut up. 

BabU NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTY: ctfnx m i 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We will kick you all out (At this 

stage there was an uproar in the House.) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: It is not a Secretariat building. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Get out. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, he is a turncoat, he is a man of 
loose character and he is talking to others in a strain of nuisance. We are 
not prepared to put up with this kind of thing. We want you to take a 
note of this. You get upset with little things from this side of the House 
but you have no courtesy to call the other side to order. You cannot prevent 
a Minister who indulges in expressions of this kind. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already asked them to shut their mouths and 
I am doing it even now. They are' now silent but that has come as a 
provocation from this side, 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There was no provocation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I order only that members should be orderly. Other- 
wise it is impossible for any Speaker to maintain order. If order is to be 
maintained, it has to be maintained by the members themselves. m 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Not merely by the Opposition members. 
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Mfa NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs Sir, what was the provooation? We 
were going out after making a statement 

i Order please. When I sav “order", I mean mem- 
bers will kindly behave in an orderly manner. ‘That is what is expected, 
otherwise it is not possible for any Speaker Jo maintain onl^r. 

Oft NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is Mr. Speaker’s attention attracted 
towards the Opposition only? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN* We bow down to your ruling. Sir. But 
may I request you in all humility to ask the Hon’ble Minister to withdraw 
[that expression? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What expression? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: “Get out" 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think it was absolutely wrong on the part of any 
member to use that expression. No member has got any right to ask any 
other member to get out of the House. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will you ask him to withdraw ■ that 
expression ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Somebody may say “get out", his order lias not got 
to be obeyed. It is Mr. Speaker’s order only that has got to be obeyed. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: But has he not insulted the Chair by 
using that expression? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have said times without number that it is absolutely 
wrong on the part of any member to ask any other member to get out of 
the House. It is absolutely without any authority. But how can there 
be the question of withdrawal? I do not find anything for withdrawal. 
If you say “get out", that is a disorderly conduct, no doubt. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: But he must be punished if it is a dis- 
orderly conduct. When you say that it is disorderly conduct, it is lip to 
you to take action against him. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is extremely unfortunate that members should 
behave in the way they are doing. It has been absolutely wrong on the 
part of the members of this side of the House (pointing to the Treasury 
benches) to say “get out". Similarly, very highly objectionable expres- 
sions have been used by the other side also. If I am to take action when 
the House is in such a melee and disorder, then the only course that I can 
adopt is to adjourn the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI : Sir, I humbly with- 
draw the words and I only wish to say in extenuation that there was sufficient 
provocation from the other side. I humbly withdraw in deference to your 
■wishes. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: While we do not ugree that there was 
any provocation, we accept his explanation. 

‘(At this stage the members of the Opposition walked out.) 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

25 — General Administration— General Administration. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN S Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs .34,34,000 
be granted for expenditure uuder the head "2o — General Admin istration” 
during the current year. 
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Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
f&We that the demand of Rs.34,34,000 for expenditure under the head “26 — 
General Administration” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to 
raise a discussion about compacting of officers of a particular community 
in a certain area like Chittagong, specially Sadar B subdivision, which 
strike popular sentiments in this critical time. 

1 also beg to move that the demand of Rs.34,34,000 for expenditure 
under the head “25 — General Administration” during the current year be 
reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about neglect of Government in 
making extension of Muslim prayer room in the court building, Chittagong. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Rs.34,34,000 for expenditure 
under the head “25 — General Administration” during the current year be. 
reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about reduction of unnecessary 
and unreasonable expenditure of the Government. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Rs.34,34,000 for expenditure 
under the head “25 — General Administration” during the current year be 
reduced by Rs.100 to raise a discussion about annexation of Union Nob. 1, 
2 and 3 of police-station Patiya to police-station Anwara jurisdiction for 
convenience and facility of the public. 

T also beg to move that the demand of Rs.34,34,000 for expenditure 
under the head “25 — General Administration” during the current year be 
reduced by Rs. 1,77, 000 to reduce publicity expenditure. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Rs.34,34,000 for expenditure 
under the head' “25 — General Administration” during the current year be 
reduced by Rs.57,000 for abolition of the post of Parliamentary Secretaries 
and pay of the members. 
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<*▼ «R I.C.S.C* CTOTl I Services seniority CMI all CT TO* TO 

®fTO $3t * I.C.S. c* First Additional District Magistrate *fi rtattfi <9 ftatl STtl 
?RitR? wot Jot to? i 

4$ TO W 4to OTl tott®^ I tiyu ftofrotfltoc® TO fro *tc$ JTOW TOtTO T PT 
%9R ) ctorff 3? ^irr %*ra i ®ti to 4 ® 4 'R*fc 94? toftot+ti to ift ?tc® TO? ® 4 ? 
4to? to c®^ TOtfucjto? TO *r? rot to i to TOtfrojfc rto ?ro totot? ▼frorcs 
wt? from to? allegation ot to i tprrirstR nvrrowtro? rr 4 ?: ott rritoto* 
to fcRfto to, TO ott OTn-RfOTtos to, otR tftc? tor to fa i f$trt ?rt%$fr froto? 
TOR, Transfer Order gazetted to, 4*1 OTTO TORrR WTO Wf tfCJ? STOT TOR* 
^o<RRto prestige rtfs wtf Wcto rot to i W w tBT R rttfttn f^-yrroR ?fron 
tor $tfw, ^fcro ?fronTO? 4 tf??t? $*tr? TO i m wft 4*1 otj? wro[ itm tor 

RtCTO 4?; 99 WTO 9tR9<3 RtTSR I to? 4$?tlt tot R to f$9, fTO4t? ?$9* R CTO 

TOW ^tOTTO *ffas TOT OTt$ TOR wto OT9T I 

WTO TOTCTO TOT §Et frot? Wfl ?tn 4 9t$RS <71 TTTT1 ffTOtC? I TOcWfc* 9T9TRT? 
9T4YI 9$9tC$, TOfrt>l 9t?tRT9 TOT R TO fsR WF1 RtTOtCTO jflHpftRf ffTOR 1 

RTO 5tlfR Ctffe' fato 4?frl !fW to®;. R4TC9 TORTTO 4® 4¥&1 Rtfr TO ROT TOOT* I 
TO 5llEtTO 4? ^JR|9 $9FR Ut *TR TO (71 949 4$ TO ROT TO ^2?49 JJTORR WfTOtf fipi 9!3t 80 
to, to 449 \torr toRtrro ?;4 tt t[R \ao, ®i W 1 Rtaro ?t?9i tot? rc^r i ?4i> 
TO 44 ?g ^R to fa 1 5&08 9tC9 ?tf? 4$ froR 4 to resolution Rttos 5tfrot%R I 4®*T- 

®to yfarjtfo frottoR <7 t 4^ to wtrro tr *froi rot i to 4 w 

^nro CTR wi OT TO tft I ^5 CTORT3 RRtl 4¥ !JT»R ®Rt^ R TOOT 

ot 5$r i itroro OT5 tfkzv wr r to$;4 tr *fron rot toot ; 

tft R TO^TOTO Rtl *frotc* <7TWT TOTTO TOTO® W[ CW^T TO1 4^; TOt«^ cnw I 4* TOT 

4Tfri tjTOa to W^R ?frotr^ i TOt^ c*t*iR \fa ^froR fwto to i r <ttR 4^1 clr® (shed) 
TOfron <7^ to TOtro tot fttoi to <RR ®Rfto W«r TOfto ’ttnr to i 4 $ tow 

4$to ^Ttroro TORtRcnr 4® cwro ® to# «T^n rto w ®tpi <rr 

w^R to 4TO ^5i ^trorro tf?* tot® tot toot ton w Wtro 4 front ®«r® vfron 
4TO OT TO5F51 toR 6 t 4OT ®TOOT ^fTOTR I 

4? t[TO iPR ^tto TOT 4®ft fro? TOT5TO ¥fto I 5*!fR TOT? C¥ftWt^f TOTO, TOT? 
?TO7tnt? juiisdiction to? wfetonr? tof toto *T3 Ttrro toottr toswt r to 4TO¥i ?tcf 
¥«r'TO?R HfaF^ $tzi <7^ WTO CTOR? to ?RCTO TOOTnt WTO ^TOTR cW, TOttoj^ Rlt 
4?; TOTO TO toR ?TfOT Wro 30I8QIG0 TO^T TO TOWT’I wfatt 9? I 4 fTOT? 1*30 TOtW 
4 sf resolution « rt fOTto R l Wr tfto^ 5 toffCOT R 4 froc? W1 ¥f?ffi 4^tC¥ 

TOTR? jurisdiction^ ®RftTR? I TOOT, ®t?i Rtc? quarter of a roile4l TOOTfC? 
to facility ?to i tftOTF ctott? cot w, torot: cotto *#fcro ?t^t Rt to 4 tor. cro? 
ptro RRt?, rorofn;? oOT?, cwro* C¥R c*rR c*zz TfTO ®t? ▼frot rot rtitnt 
rofofolTO TO ¥fhn ROT ftWf, to rttfttro <c^t?T R quarter of a railed ?cfT TOt 
»rc?3 TO TO TOt WTR? WT3 TO I <7T to? W* ?tol TOR? TO Rft ¥f??t to I 4 tot? 
4*1 Wtro" TO^t? WTO W ?TR, 4*1 OTfll WTO ?^t R4TR I W? 

tom to to toft RTO CWR. fntfi tff^W ton wr? ottot totro i 
4^ tJTO 4 OT w-tortt? ot totoi 
Mr. SPEAKER : 4*i OT^j? OTr? ! wnr »tiSfv TO ¥?r® to? i 
K hin Bahadur Haji BAOI AHMED CHOWDHURY : W? ®t? f^t? rC 
«n i to? tot cot tom tot i 
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4 * alto? cm? r? cro? ff%? ?p*f? ?*? *? *tf? ’rff wmf% ffot t ljw ift i mtvs 
tfton frfo-fcart wfm &$fon fwt%3R i 4* tpwr ot *tfg fc ?«Sr ft croF&tfH^c* tfflfc 
rtr^r *n OTtftfaft *f«r ?i fan ?i tf’ttf'ffa vs to to c ^ t p ftf ^ ? to *n fan 
^5ft*nr v$ TOft fpin ?Tr3 c?t£i income 5? TO Tim t^r i «n <p ff#i- 

croWt toi ?? TO TO*n *£crot1 ?f? tor toi to to^ ftftto? 
toitto *rfft crfa ?i i to ?n ?’c?r to ?i to TOre iTOE f ft ? toto$i 

fa $i ^farefa v i '^rrfVcsTG *k5?r ^ ^br ’tt^tR^tfr croM stra *fft?, to cro c?-fi 

CTO ?$t® 4 *ftT3f *T1 I 4 ?f*f TO*TJ C^5R ’T^pTR *n R TO 04 TO*r4 fa? fa? 1 Mfa^F 

TO wtnj c?fc fro to ?c? to v fac? <c tMt^ r i 4?tr? sfrcTO *fasi 4?* 

▼fa?n, 5 vfri fa * ?*fri vtw Tfwi 4$$fa TOi 4?* 4$ T.A., facro: TO?? fac?? fac?? TO 1 ?? 
w*n TOTTO ?ro tot ’npvfft TOfa*r $toj T.A. TO> toi $fas to i ^tc*t? fa£; ?d?ra O 

TOt»J? TO*? ???? TO?? f%tfe«R 4?' <f?? «T$?1 ?ffa?tf| C?$ ?t$f?fC®? ??5 5^T5 

T.A. Bilk? itin wm? rt?fc? i 4?rt toi?tc?? cm to' ffa v i ^tro'croS? m* $t$i faww? 
tow €wwi cvttufe mms w v cro cn toft? ?t? *tTO'E?«& <?r ?to ^ffesnp ? 4* ^ 9 1?t? 

fa?t?C®t? TOT ?Ttfa ^*f ?t? ?t? I 4tn ?Ff? >iJ Vf*[ '4' I? ill 'oRmj(.'6 

4 ?TO I 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I am afraid, I have not been 
able to follow the honourable member properly, but from what I could 
follow, I find that he has referred to the posting of some officers belonging 
to a particular community in a certain station. In this connection, Sir, 
I may state that the Government’s usual procedure in practice is to post 
at any particular station officers belonging to two or three different 
communities, but in these days of emergency Government are very sliort- 
handinl with regard to officers. Therefore, it may sometimes happen that 
in some particular station tw’o or three officers belonging to particular 
communities may be posted there, but every endeavour is made to po.st 
officers of different communities in a particular station. 

So far as item No. Do is concerned, the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Communications Department will reply to that. 

With regard to item No. til regarding transfer of certain unions from 
the jurisdiction of police-station Patiya to police-station Anw T ara, I am 
afraid we have not got sufficient time to call for a report from the District 
Officer. Therefore, I am unable to give any information or answer to the 
suggestion made by the honourable member. 

* * With regard to the question of abolition of the posts of Parliamentary 
Secretaries, I think the subject has been discussed on the floor of the 
House before and it is needless for me to say anything further. Recently 
the salaries of the Parliamentary Secretaries have been increased, but that 
has been done after the House has accepted a Bill for the enhancement of 
the salaries of the members and therefore I think the House will not grudge 
the increment paid to the Parliamentary Secretaries. 

Sir, I oppose all the cut motions moved by Khan Bahadur Haji Badi 
Ahmed Chowdhury. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs, 34,34,000 for expenditure under the head “2o — General 
Adgaihistration” during the eurrerft year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a 
discussion about compacting of officers of a particular community in a 
certain area like Chittagong specially Sadar B subdivision, whicn strike 
popular sentiments in this critical time, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs, 34,34,000 for expenditure under the head ‘*25— General 
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Adflainistration” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a 
discussion about neglect of Government in making extension of Muslim 
prayer room in the court building, Chittagong, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 34,34,000 for expenditure under the head “25— General 
Administration” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a 
discussion about reduction of unnecessary and unreasonable expenditure of 
the Government, was then put and lost. $ 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Ckowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 34,34,000 for expenditure under the head “&> — General 
Administration” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a 
discussion about annexation of Union Nos. 1, 2 and 3 of police-station 
Patiya to police-station Anwara jurisdiction for convenience and facility of 
the ppblic, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 34,34,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration” during the current year be reduced by lts. 1,77,000 to 
reduce publicity expenditure, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 34,34,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration"’ during the current year be reduced by Rs. 57,000 for 
abolition of the posts of Parliamentary Secretaries and pay of the members, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion ot the Hon ’hie Khwaja Sir Nauimuddin that a sum of 
Rs. 34,34,000 he granted for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration" during the current year, was then put and agreed to. 

50— Civil Works. 

The Hon'ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 23,09,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “50 — Civil Works” 
during the current year. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 23,09,000 for expenditure under the head 
“50 — Civil Works” during the current year he reduced by Rs. 100 to raise 
a discussion about the construction of shorter Arakan Road vin Kalarpol, 
Peshkarhat, Chandpur, Jaldi, Barabakia to Cbaringa in Chittagong to 
facilitate communication to Akyab by a much shorter road. 

Sir I beg also to move that the demand of Rs. 23,09,000 for expenditure 
under the head “50— Civil Works” during the current year be reduced by 
Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about the necessity of extension of court 
building prayer room, necessity of which is felt most keenly. 

I beg further to move that the demand of Rs. 23,09,000 for expendi- 
ture under the head “50— Civil Works” during the current year be reduced 
bv Rs 100 to raise a discussion about the Dalu and Sharta bridges in the 
district of Chittagong which are indefinitely postponed in spite of essential 
necessity, 

move ▼firrofr i 

Mr. SPEAKER : f*i ftftjf fftff ! fciifrw frtT elf vms frt, c ffto rtf fw i 
Khan, Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED SHOWDHURY : mtf! *ftfw a fffator 
m fl I to cfrtCfffc ffall Cffrflf CTtf ftrt fl I JWftf 

o t MtvE tft ▼trtf ; to fTftrai ▼*! fto to tof ~~4$i , fftftv 

Stre *1, 4b to 1 — ** JWffCTI fTftCWf ▼tewt fCfHOT 

ires & <*$' ** cvsftf ^ tot fn fSf-jpw 
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wto tm w*wr efa *tfa wf? c? *ffrp 991, «r* 491' or fafa?fri tow 
i^TO^r m *to to wwi wfan fan wtgn ?i?i*TO?— fairo wwro? fjwiw tow? 
WTO wfan to ?$? cow? wfaft?, * t4 tfofo ?wr??$ wwmw^ffww ?$? i 

4? *prcw wtfa ?fare Hfl? — cwtw ** ufat?? ?i f wmti tfwt? oppoee wf?c??~ cron 
cto *n cto ?rii? wtfWt— w?tfr £t?t?? to? TOpr fa?e 4?^ cntrw TOs fa?rs wtfa c? to 
* f%in ?t$? i o r fwfa?fci 5iwi c? rtgrc?? ?cw ^awri wr^rwirow to ??toi $i w??t? wfitas 

?tt?? | 4<$fa* Burma? new rail connection *? ?t* i 4TOta wtfllfM cwt® TO wrfafro 
wf^5 ffitwCT cTOr ??pfcfa?? to?? ?twi TO wTtfam ftfro farter c?$ ?iwft % i fro 4TO1 
short cut wire erti ?t?i wlftit? wt^twtra i/s ?tw? wfan TO? i cn^ ?rwi ioon* cron 
to? to ifaro i T^tfte?? n?? TO 1 ® wt?i wfan — TOrtrw?, ??c?fwn, nt?fan fan "Rtn wtotror 
cm®? to fan® TOtfc?> rdww c? wtTO? c?t® ?f&?i TOn d'tfro 4tfro so TO? ?? fan 
f^TO cTO toi TO® ww; ic TO? wfan TOt? i 4 $ wryt? ? r ®vofa ?tro to wfan , TOt? i 
<fiw«n ?t? ?t? m nri'S wtro oppose wfato? i fa? ?iwi ® to? m to? «rt ??, 
fij#l nf ^ t ew nr lint?? ?(fart? w?r i TO?? Rtfac? toto TO oppose wfa® TO? ?i i cw?t? 

ntfwen wtfa cFtr? wtw? fan crTOt® *ttfa®t? c? c? ?twt? ?[wt? fatfa TO wrfa?t? TOtm®? 

short cut. ?*i ?t?tj? cTOrtt wlwPpfta nrer? feto c?it6? cetottt? TOwtt? 4? ?fafft> (w- 

?twi farte? TO 8 wfaitfan? i fa? Chirac? fafa TO to ®rt? ?fan 4 ?tc? fafafcft?? 
wtfn?few?i cn^i ^jtro to fjm 4* to? c? faf? f?f^Tft‘Mrs?t? cnTot^ m 
wRm t e w? ?t^, fa? TO? fa TO? r i it?t? cro TO wfarf? ?t^5 TO i $t?w fa cw?? ftti 
fafaro?^ to wtc^ ? ?ero??TO ?fto ?i?n — TOus tott*? w$ TO, TOn ww^? ?5?icn? 
TO I WTO?? ? 5 fawfa? <Tl ?1 WTO?? ^r???K ??ttw TOWTO ^ JJW C? W?? ??TO? 
TO i wttTO ww^j? ???t? mt5? >i3 , 2jfaT ??? TO? 5tTOr$e?p fafa *nn wf??i 4T?t? wtj: aicwi- 
enr? wfan ?fa ?r«t^i m c?e?? to? wtro w?t & rr c?i»r i wrfa wr-n wfa w^? ?r?m nrc?? 
fatw fam TO ?t«i enfan flfa fafa?t? ?i c? (TO|fafa^tc?? €tew fan v?fan TO?^ i w?it 
Coltlflcn? trfa wtTO? <^jwTOi w4?j TO, ( TO w*TO ?wi?fa wfar® ?? i ^rsTtw ??t*t 
7fij] i faw cro to w m ?'s?i ?*? ?? 4$ TO i wtni ?fa to? ptc?? 4?^ 

4 t nfarsi Ootw or? to ?to c?fan n? ?ct? fafas ^5 t fc? c 1? ?to TOfar winter? ?:c?? 
▼rfan ufat?i 

4$ tprc* ^' 9 ?f?^5fa ?’’ ?i?l*? Wtwt^fan TO? fstfa C?tC5? CHT??m ?TTO TO ?? 

f?^r TO f?rtw? wfa?tfa?? i cTO ^rmr? m?n ?to cn^ facw? to co ?twt? toi ?a? 
w?i ?? i fa? =5(fH ?^n? TO ?tt? fa|$ ?? ntt i jew? ois ?<^n? to« faew? fajt 

^ ntt i t?i cw?? ntnfaew? to nc?, ?vo?'c?^ wiurfk?? 4?- jew? to ?itoc\m ?t*f 4 $ 
Dolu bridge fat?? ??w^t i ^ ?ITOfa?i w wttTOrt? 4WTO to? ?? i cn^ bridge4? 

c? cwfa w^5? ^Rt? ?fan wrtw wtfa m i wt?i wf? 4t <Vc?? wHw«f? ?tfar wfan ?ito 
4l fjw tow i? ^?ti wjwrwi wfae?? i 

^t?wi nn fjw w? wwwrrft i enfr sttnt?? 4?F?tw connection, enfc facw? to 

wsn't?^ wTOT fctwi Btfafi fantfWi ent f!jw permanent wm to tro 5twt? ton ?»? 
to ?^toi 4^ faw »fan wt*wii cTOtnfa? wtw wftow m. ^t?t^? cw# cwtf toi 
tro ^?fan fate?? i cwy?tfl ?tn wt?i ?to fjfw we? ( wT?t?-!fm to we? stfon ?r? i 
4^ ?W ?^i ?t$! ?to5cw» tJ^l? w?r fafat?? w'sr? ?te? m i $?t? it?? ^ cwtlS 

ttw\ <tfan wtto, ??5 fte? W ?stn wo ?w to? i wtew$ to?t to? tftto we? ?i 
cwfaii fan wttoit? 4^ jffa wfa? fan >« " 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhttrv that the 
demand of Rs. 23,09,000 for exoenditure under the head "50-^vtl Works^ 
during the current year be reduced, by Re. 100 to raise a discussion about 
the construction of a shorter Arakan Road via Kalarpdt, Peshkarhat* 
Chandpur, Jaldi, Barabakia, to Charinga in Chittagong to facilitate com- 
munication to Akyab by a much shorter road, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji' Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 23,09,000 for expenditure under the head “50— Civil Works” 
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during the current year be reduced by Be. 100 to raise a discussion about 
thn necessity of extension of court building prayer room, necessity of which 
is felt most keenly, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Ohowdhury that the 
demand of Bs. 23,09,000 for expenditure under the head * *50— Civil Works” 
during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about 
Dalu and Sharta bridges in the district of Chittagong which are indefinitely 
postponed in spite of essential necessity, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain that a sum of 
Rs. 23,09,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 4 *50 — -Civil 
Works” during the current year was then put and agreed to. 

37— Eduoatiott— General. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN* Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 60,54,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” during 
the current year. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 60,54,000 for expenditure under the head 
“37 — Education — General” during the current year be reduced bv Rs. 100 
to raise a discussion about suspension of education tax for (jhittagong 
Division as it is a war zone area and mostly affected by war. 

I also move that the demand of Rs. 60,54,000 for expenditure under 
the head “37 — Education — General” during the current year be reduced by 
Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about inadequate grant-in-aid to Shonagazi 
Senior Madrasah in Noakhali district and Shaharbil Senior Madrasah in 
police-station Chakaria, Chittagong. 

TO 4$ motioff move TOrTO I TO vw (RtTOR fan 

TOcTO i TO mhi TO ymfr wvn wtc«rc^ n 

wfi TO m wn TOfr i rrr froR tares cpr tn' TO, TO TO 

v'ti (tpr crfaTO cTOsm iforzfa i 

c^rnrfwf^t c^n^rf’^ftfa TOHtrs wrtctrr y nT9 TOpnfto fartfroR i ctam wtirtm wnri 
erfan fag ft*} fat* tffapfe fatfroR i ffas 4*m mm fan to TO i 

to 4*ro fnr%3R i tftvm 4wm TOr* r ctsto wit €nrtfi w 
fcm TOretfar 41 ; toi wfatfar c* wifmti w*r *t*Ri fVj tort TOc* i fai nrrtWT 
>m tof TOr 1 ** ctsto smt wc-ffc otvt firs vtam \ cTO TOn wtifn TOflhf 
cwr^ft as — *rTO 4$ fcfpi fww *tfau c*tcw faR ; TOtfa ftfaRrr wf®- 

ftu fat toto TOrtor i TO wtwtwi 4W¥it?r ^fan wnrfn far ; cTO *pnr mw cc\ fai 
grant crwi ; W 4* TO i TOtr <TO building fteflhn frfim wtvm 

iff**® ¥*i *tatcg 41 ; frfa* totri farm emm far jfa TOrac* i wnrmi 

twi TOm cm fcfra c* 4Wt\ irrm a(\ fat grant TO»r 4*t 4^« wzww •fai 
jtirPTT* 500\ faR grant TOp, - Orfaw *W!TO« nt cc\ lm grant ; *ffi 1W'- 

itwpn Tfhn far •ntrsci 4^ c^t farm 

«Ni 5 tim i mffcw fpimi vrrtt« «<m fai 4^ timn mm im 
m i Building fund4« wu *?ffw 4 f fi r | ^ 4 tffaf fe farfim^ cn building grant fag 
cron ftn 4 ?t fatrt mfa tewny to Wt ▼fan vm rtitfar am Ikv an 
fag grant ersn to i fai TO cTO f tfai wfa i TO wfa 4l tot c4»n ¥n, TO* 
fats TO! TO SfWWIWI I TO TOfll TOgfaar »ffTO CW4 « fiffaw 

41 HTO ♦rrw cOy Jrfi grant TO! i TOR faTO tor TOt^i ^fcTOt 4TO wteg, 
w rn grant TOf *»s I 4 TO TOTOTOIW Wf'tTO TOmp? TOT TO 
TOr cKtc^f Rfipr fan ctTOcTO i 

& igt TOtTO ^ cm TOtr ph TO f 4PTOi cTOTOh TOcti vH 
wtcgi <TO«rt tffron grx^TO 445 ? fairm TOc® s* ^ 1 fawiTOt ^rhor *nfTO tocwi 
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toi to$ eft ^spm grant to* on? oim fatff Fl?ftw tot? art 

3m TOfC3 ?♦ W I «rtfa CTTfrl to? oppose *f TO? I TOCV ?fa?tC*H fft tot? 

*prti m % orm tit* & fc*i sfsrro cm to m? ?to ^ i to <mf? 4 $ sir 

*? *to 5t3 1 «rtf% fi^ f-r^tw m to* TO ?nn ^ ^ tot? yim) no *$* i 
to iror to? cn * fctm *to w vfimsti to? w i *&$«?? *ifta <ro- 
cw wm to *fro? ?i i to ¥torci wtoto ?ft? czutm tffrtffl tot? «rt cto to 
to m ?i i stiff? tofttomfato is oro? cpn TO ; I. C. S., c®<$t Jittojefc? 

c$c*ifli 4?* , *rt ?*ft? c$cwi mic^ i fV’s srtv? to *ft3 1 tew *$tr?? c?wi sdftc?? ?®fl 

Ttfm to st3?i <?r3 to fan *tftro ^toc^t i totoT»m fo f? cm c*fe m to to 
w *n i cTOrvt? w <tt?n w w, to % c*r ?t?yi ¥f?re cTO wn $? Sew w fros 

53c? i ^tftewj $i *ftc? «n i to* 3 ?$ c^rtrw ^^3] w, ^ftew oti fo^3 w i ^tf? 

npttn ci toi ctcn w cm* tffcrrlt tot? tto? tot, 4?; near to fa$to<t7tf%fto c?3 

attest? TOTO to I ?fw ^ *TI ■at?'? Eit^fT? C^RtTf ?‘4?t? ???&»? W? 'S 43 ?fTO? *R1 

fto *f?<n f? jr ?i 4*?r? *r#Hi **? i 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I formally oppose the 
motions. As there is no time, I would not make any speech. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Es. 60,54,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — 
General” during the current year he reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion 
about suspension of education tax for Chittagong Division as it is a war 
zone area and mostly affected by war, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Es. 60,54,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — 
General” during the current year be reduced by Es. 100 to raise a discus- 
sion about inadequate grant-in-aid' to Shonagazi Senior Madrassah in 
Noakhali district and Shuharbil Senior Madrassah in police-station Chakaria, 
Chittagong, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that a sum of 
Es. 60,54,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Education- 
General” during the current year was then put and agreed to. 

29 — Police. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Es. 28,21,000 be granted for expenditure under r lie head “20 — Police" 
during the current year. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Es. 28,21,000 for expenditure under the head 
"29 — Police” during the current year be reduced by Es. 100. (To raise a 
discussion about location of thana office at a central place to remove public 
inconvenience and inconvenience of inspecting officers, telegraph communi- 
cation and sanitary point of view of thana officers and staff of police-station 
Banskhnli, Chittagong.) 

TOfti "tot? TOFnr, ?ttm TO ?<t c? out motion*] .TO*, <7f*i move wify i 
(Intbruption and a voice : fro TO i , wt? to c? 3, «iwf% to 

0 i\ *n ^ orsTO tow *toi flffine w vsi «rtft i 

* «rtft ^Thi w?gta TTfirw vm wfif’n, ctch -m'- 

fcWCT» Wt wdi fcljIM cf B annkhali ijfM ^ttf, c»rfel W « wtMti 

S. P. « D. S. P.i report 

^tt*i drift irtfirtJS fit* <* fiMCT w» ^jf , ’<Qb«mar remove .w. w=n 
iNH'wtw <nwt didfnnp dn, «rtw i*t» •* dvr fvjt .nra >ifti 

cit '•Wf c*t* telegraph ^fV»r vft, PrttW ^ttswpsi CTrt ttdw ! flt 1 

eta .I i tudw Wtwi, *<W!W »PI (n «IW i 4* «tsn ’rtt* ■*▼») report evsm toi- 
Sft, ftt etaw hw'ct'S m ct C5« orw drop w 'ttft 5<ro •ttid sn i yw 
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places ^tPnH W91 '-ffirw I 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I' formally oppose this motion. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haii Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 28,21,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police' * 
during the current year.be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’hle Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain that a sum of 
Rs. 28,21,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “29 — Police" during 
the current year was then put and agreed to. 

47— Miscellaneous Departments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a Sum of Rs. 68,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Departments" 
during the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

6— Salt. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 32,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “0 — Salt" during the current 
year. • * 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the demind of ' Its. 32,000 for expenditure under the head 
“5 — Salt”, during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a 
discussion about the necessity of giving adequate pecuniary help, and 
supplying equipment for the purpose, as for example, iron pan, etc., to 
the people of salt-watered places to manufacture sufficient salt to make 
Bengal self-sufficient in this acute shortage of salt. 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 32,000 for expenditure 
under the head “5 — Salt" during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 
to raise a disoussion about Gandhi-Irwin Pact, dated 5th March, 1931, 
regarding preparation of salt as a part of cottage industry and the facility 
of individual to procure bare necessuries for home consumption in exchange 
of salt manufactured by himself. 

Sir, 1 also beg to move that the demand of Its. 32,000 for expenditure 
under the head “5— Salt" during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 
to raise a discussion about the change of present system of monopoly 
agency of salt to a single person in one district which is the cause of black - 
marketing and autocracy and to select one agent from each thana , i.e,, 
police-station and one salt collecting agent from each union, thereby 
helping preparation of more salt and increase of Government duty. 

Sir I also beg to i»6v» that the demand of Rs, 32,0Q| for expenditure 
under the head “B—Salt" during the current ye^r be reduced by Rs. 20,000 
to reduce the number of Mt warehouses which are at present the cause of 
corrupt practice and harassing public and tl m creating panic to the 
people of salt area as the reduction of the number of warehouses to one 
only in each subdivision will helpful to smooth and sufficient manufacture 
of salt relieving Goveraw|i|LjEjroin the heavy expenditure and increasing 
an income of Governip^P(P^anufacture of larger quantity of salt. 

xcswijpfc wBM wfew m, fi a m cut motionwft ora 

move 
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fffcflTOTOR TOfTOi ‘S flR f fiflR I f¥I smi fm *KtR CTO TO India Govern- 
# #k«t <4 to Rnrnp i 3 r 4 TO cm to ytero to to, tot TOi cm tot w to 
WCTlTQ CR TO: CfTTOI 

yfam TO*nft frstrn TOtjt# rtt towt ¥tf* wjcto ¥*f* toi am fm* to 
5t*ft* >utor TOtas !jp ♦tfom to ytro toi tor to toti to? i cm 
4fm cTORtf%, 5t*jR efixf rto^r, 4*rt¥), rs?r TOtroi y#*tR wn «rcr 

cn TO warehouses ¥RRR TOs TO 8vtc*j «TOf Tf^n ’ft tor i (A voIck : ¥t<RR 
jfir ^ wfe to* r) TOR froi personal TO-jfi* TOl 5*F5R *n I am? ^ gwi 
nTTO«f 1RTP5 mfc ¥%* I 

f®ffiN TOR TO foreign contractor cTOR*, <w TO to cTOr TO monopoly 
TOR ?*TO CTORtWR Tf TOR I W R* CTORTWTR* TOtt* <$R *RRS 'Sftw TO 
TORffa-fdtft ¥ffTO TOW I S{TO* tf’®*!' R«$RF WJRR TO tf^T* f®t*4 cpTO 

TO contractor ^n itftn, tpsiw TOR *tor TOn contractor <sv* *ji fs unions »awsr 
^ f%w» TO*t collecting agent TOTO toth to v&¥ i 

¥tft TOR *TO R, WJJf area TOfc TOtcH TO 8 vfg 5 *TO fcTO ¥fR 4 f? TO ¥^rR 

TO TOTOtwi c*tTOth fro ikw cTOm to^ i tops to TOfaw TOtot 

TOT, 4V* TOl cm? ¥*fai TOTT3 *fR $f¥1 TO fm> TOR TOR TOT! ¥1R I TORRl TO 
tw\ TOO! TOl y$RT TOR TOF vuTO agreement wm, cm TOt4fl to 

¥RR** I ¥tft CTO ¥R ¥TO5 “TO '(71, «r® $ y<RR TO 7*P5 r revenue 

cTOR* TOR double revenue wTO TOR TO crni,4fsTOn cmi ’Pf ar n*R fcfwi to to 
toTO TOo 5 *ttfTOl i <4* ¥*n r TOR TO 4 ¥*i agreement' w?r to wrr earnest money 

*RH TOR ^t¥1 cash TOR TO CTO I ylf contract fail wt? TOl rto 

^ TOH TOR TOl WT^t ¥TO 1 ¥1 I R TOl RtTO TOfoR TO ¥TR¥ I ¥tf^ 

¥fCft<r ¥fl ¥tTOR scheme ’ifrr#^ W* t *ttitRR Tl' ^l’ TO 4 ¥frl TO TO 4 ^©fil MfR 
C*tTTO CTO C¥TO f¥ OtTO ^ 51 , ¥tR ’JTOS an I CT-ft ^tRaitC*! 5 R«f ¥TOT yjnff SR 

yP ¥TO afj ijp WflTO <RR ?TS 1 fvc^p f VJ& «R *1 ¥R ytfyrg 

tfffro I ’Sft'RRl oq fro C¥y f5¥l yffCTOR an 1 

TO ytRl CTOR 5^f¥T¥ HTO¥®I , CTOTft, TOR?) TOR I Rf»R ¥tf? CflM %TR, TOf 
T5Tf Cfftfy C¥R CTOR wfVTO W3 ¥VU3 Otrir, <fl¥TO contractor TO cash CTO 
TO TOR frt¥l TOR TOR ^TC¥ wTO«f1 TOr^ I TOR TOR <fl$ m ip OTStn TOR I > Wfft 

toi wfv rtsi'zvt ai orrti mv wirr, w toi am «m tor ^5 am toi an to 

TO 4¥frl TOT1 TORn I 

Th$ Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDVN: Sir, I oppose all the 
motions. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 3^000 for expenditure under the head “5 — Salt” during the 
current year be reduced by.Rs. J00 to raise a discussion about the necessity 
of giving adequate pecuniary help, and supplying equipment for the purpose, 
as for example, iron pan, etc., to the people of salt-watered places to manu- 
facture sufficient salt to make Bengal self-sufficient in this acute shortage 
of sail, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 32,000 for expenditure under the head “5 — Salt” during the 
current year he reduced by Es. 100 to raise a discussion about Gandhi-Irwin 
Pact, dated 5th March 1931, regarding preparation of salt as a part of 
cottage industry and the facility of individual to procure bare necessaries 
for home consumption in exchange of salt manufactured by himself was 
then put and lost. * ’ 
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, motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Ctowdhury that the 
demand of Its. 32,000 for expenditure under the head “5— Salt” during the 
curreat year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about the ohange 
of present system of monopoly agency of salt to a single person in one 
district which is the cause of black-marketing aud autocracy and to 
select owe agent from each “thanu”, police-station, and one salt 

collecting agent from each union, thereby helping preparation of more salt 
and increase of Government duty, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khun Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. o2,l)00 for expenditure under the head “6 — Salt’* during the 
current year be reduced by Rs. 20,000, was then put aud lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaia Shahabuddin that a sum of 
Rs. 32,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “5 — Salt*’ during 
the current year, was then put aud agreed to. 


* 7 — Land Revenue. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA I Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the .Qovernor, 1 beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 4,84,500 be granted for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue** 
during the current year. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 4,84,500 for expenditure under the bead 
‘7 — Land Revenue” during the current year be reduced by Us. 100, to 
raise a discussion about reduction of rent of lands under khasmahal estates 
in Bengal, specially in Chittagong district, where the rent of some of the 
estates was not reduced at all. 


Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 4,84,500 for expenditure 
under the head ”7 — Land Revenue” during the current year be reduced 
by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about the reduction of process-fees for,, 
advertisement of revenue sale which is very high at present in Chittagong. 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 4,84,500 for expenditure 
under the head 4 7 — Land Revenue” during the current year be reduced 
by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion to abolish the present system of revenue 
sale of the jote mahals whose annual rent is below Its. 50 in Chittagong. 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 4,84,500 for expenditure 
under the head ”7 — Land Revenue” during the curreut year he reduced 
bv Rs. 100, to raise u discussion al*)ut the introduction of the system of 
serving notice to the debtor by registered post-card in the certificate sale 
of lands in addition to the "ettnhnr " . 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demaud of Rs. 4,84,500 for expenditure 
under the head ”7— Land Revenue” during the current year be reduced 
by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about the reduction of the number of 
process-servers by re-introducing the system of serving notice to the land- 
lord and co-sharer per registered post as before. The present system of 
serving the same by process-servers is causing much suffering to all parties 
concerned due to its irregular and misdelivery and corrupt practices. 

mftmmv mm emt* movevfirrsff i mft croftl vft woflwice 

myits vftrafl — foft ofiew* wftanrmti tffcftft 4m wftmi i ^nmr tfstv gwi 

*¥1 | SI C V WHf W t*fC¥ l *TtW mt ! fe*Tll 4* Aft WW 

mftm fetal ercwfc rcaffc ill wsm ftai efwi iwi miti 
wmm*i 4wvty cmm w t wn feCft mm mm i feft vttjtor ftm m wi \ wm 
ernitmv evtm mnrre mm * fetfm wtm wfta w*7i ftmt i 

dtmrnfi mm * mm* ertt* v& vhftt* >> w* fctm wm ftmn ftci m^m i tarn 
intyi wst*, mrm wm vfst? ftci m * to mm ft 4m >c\ femi fftef* wfti mnw 
m ftc« m*ra mm ft \ feft m ittm 4mm* mfi m mu mftmwr 

ffe* *t *** wm mftci ftcimroi tm m mm** wtmi c*«fc* me me Wmw \ Wm 
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- iw wtw to fttro i <m w* «fw cro faro c? wTOi ao wtat? fctro fan cTO TO? 
qforo ; eti wTOm^ > N fcm? TO<cw*fc to TOm fort? i tori tot cto 

fTOltCW I TOl ^ croTY Wtatfta $fwi ^TO TOre TOTH I :> :>TO fct¥1 TO1 TO faltT* I TO5TO 
TO TO cTO* *ifTO, w$ ^ TOTO *ittafc* i towi TOTOft vi?, wrwnr wtwf* fctro? wro 
wro to fro% i TOw tpwttwi toi toTO * wrlw TO tot? tot? to$i wto 4i- 
wtwtjf wttww fro fron to TO toTOtot tof to to cs^fBw tot tow' TOwi 

cw-wtoi TOcwi TOl WT* TO TOl TOlTtaT? WTVTI TOR i wtTOw ?fT TOtWW TO TOW? TOtW *wTO 
tfCji totl tffisipfe ftatfeew c? c?cTO$ crow totj c? tafwt? TOT TOrs w? $twt? process-fee 
TOttw chjtcw c\ Stto, oho fctro TO?i fwrot? i fTO *jc*f gti fta Tot ho toi tori TO) 
TOT? >s fcTTO process fee fro w? 4?* cwwwt TOnrt%3R TO ww? wtwwi TOor i TOTO fwct 
TO?Tl, TOfft Fttftcw frow, TOTO 4% TOro *[? TOm TOT TO WTRPf tfWT W? TOT? RTfl 
TOtri * 

TO TO TO'® TOtTO *bw* cTO Tew $c?R TO? TOo Land Revenue Act* CTO www *fwf 
ti fwTO TOwtf totsi TO, c?cTO$ cwTr&r TOto stare? to?r tfTOrw fwro TOcvs i Toi 
TO tpwi TOTCT? tfTOW twTO WTO «HTO TO, fV? d(\ fcTTO? ^Tt?? C? TOTI < 71 $ W?1 :>:> TOcw 
cto ^fro TO cTOf&rw rttfTw wro arfwre frow toTOwi 'q toC ?t? TOto r i to TOT 
wto ctawt^—co wr^w *[c?i TO toh froi tori TOt toi? TO— GO\fcrro wto? TOtw 
tjwt? TOT? TO w^wtai wi fa?i TO^fwTO tfWi ?i fwfew cTOcfc'? gwi toi TO<n w? TO toto 
fctwn tot? wTTTi wrwn toi fefro i w* tor wt^ TO, fro 'srft^rw ?t%r wi i froi 
wero TOnn ^fkw? ^fcTO -pfr( 9 " — ^ to ctoto fwp wr cvrw i cro cro 
wcw tjro *trff ' fro tjro rt? wrPr tai to tocw ^>oo TOw to c*rre i 

^ wcw wT%rof? fwfe’i cwtr^' TO fwro TOro wro ^tot? cw^in to, wcw to cwfa&T^ 
c^fcwT^ c*r®?i ^tro i wrf "fTOrt fror? wro c^it^tos from wttoi wrt i ctort TOTO 

wrwrwTTO cro w^n ?t? i toc?t<( TO direct ssT? wtc? cTO^ns c^t^TO tror? wmi ?f?R 
cro TO frorw w'swr? cw toto to i wnrs: frorcro toc? cfc? wi ^rr$r^ro 5 toto wcwj 
wifwm firo ’trnr 1 c*trfc¥tos? top? cw to? w$cw cw to? ^5t? fro^ rtre 'wm? tor , 
cwt cwr^rtc^i W7TO1 *£$ % ; TOR ttro wtto fTO *trc croic? cto wrfw 

wi 1 wtm TO jhsw cwcor TO tfwrrro TO sale TOTO cwfwfer® c^tt^TO fror? wm, 
TOR I (Laughter in the house ) tat US TO?T? Rev? TOW" WTt 1 wt^i cwrTO TOTT wlTOTCTO 
WWCTO "Wl TOR TOTO? I TO® TO-iTtl TOtSCR fVl 4^1 Wtfw-MltT? TOR W? I 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I formally oppose the 
motions. There is no time and I hope I will be able to discuss it during 
the budget discussion. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Cliowdhury that the 
demand of tts. 4,84,500 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” 
during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about 
reduction of rent of lands under khasmahal estates in Bengal, specially in 
Chittagong district, where the rent of some of the estates was not reduced 
at all, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 4,84,500 for expenditure under the head ”7 — Land Revenue” 
during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about 
the reduction of process-fees for advertisement or revenue sale which is 
very high at present in Chittagflftg, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 4,84,500 for expenditure under the head “7— Land Revenue” 
during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion 'to 
abolish the present system of revenue sale of the jote mahals whose annual 
f«nt is below Rs. 50 in Chittagong, was then put and lost. 








notion of Khan Bahadur fitji Badi Ahmed Chowdkury that the 
^84^600 ^^wnditure under the head ”7 -~L*im| Revenue’ ’ 
he ourrent year be reduced by Be. 100 to raise a mscuWOtt about 
Auction of the system of serving notice to the debtor by registered 
in the certificate sale of lands in addition to the “entabar Vw*a 
then piii| and lost. 

. The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhnry that the 
demand of Rs. 4,84,500 for expenditure under the head *7 — Land Revenue” 
during the current year be reduced by Bs. 100 to raise a discussion about 
the reduction of the number of process-servers by re-introducing the system 
of serving notice to the land-loTd and oo-sharer per registered post as 
before. Tne present system of serving the same by process-servers is 
causing much suffering to all partier concerned due to its misdelivery and 
corrupt practices, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukertea that a sum of 
Rs. 4,84,500 be granted for expenditure under the head ‘7— -Land Revenue” 
during the current year was then put and agreed to. 


8 — Provincial Excite. 

The Hon'bl* Mr. PREMHARI 8ARMA: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Bs. 1,74,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head ”8— Provincial Excise* * during 
the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

10 — Forest 

■ / 

The Hon'ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMAl Sir, on the recommendation 

of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sunpi of Rs. 7,91,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “10— Forest” during the onrrent ‘ 
year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

11—RegietrfttKm. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN: Sir, on the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,63^000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “11 — Registration” during the 
current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


13 — Other Taxes ami Outlet. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdfiAs Sir, on the recom- 

mendation of Hi* Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Ka. 36,600 be granted for expenditure under the head 13— Other Taxea 
and Duties” during the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


27 — Administration of Jimttoe. 

T h« Hon’ble Nnrab MUtHARRUFF HOSAIN, Khan Mtadwi Sir, 
on the recommendation of Hi* Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that 
a sum of Es. 10,86,000 he wanted for expenditure under the head "27— 
Adminis tration of Justice” during the current year. 

The motion wee the. put and agreed to. 

«• mu — lafftn luilaa IMS fuiiiOABs 

The h«W. Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KM AN I Sir, <m the wontomendatton 
of Hie Excellency the Governor, I to juore Aat a sum of fie. 8.100 be 
nted for expenditure under the head "87^Educatwa— Angh^d^ f«4 
an” dunag the current year. 

> motion was then putand agreed to. 



flu Hontrie Kiwi •ahactotAfYttMUAZMMUDDIN HomnN 

r, on tha. recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to mo? 
^that a stun of Be, 1,06,400 be granted for expenditure under the “4t- 
Veterinary” during the curirftnt ye$r, * ' 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

4S~-4fe4|Mratian. 

The Hon’We Mr, JOCENDRA NATH MANDALt Sir, on the recoin 
mendaticm of His Excellency the governor, 1 beg to more that a sum c 
Rs* 1,33,000 be granted ior expenditure under the head ‘ ‘42— Co-operation 
during the current year. 

« The motion was then put and agreed to. 

SS-Ouparannuetion allowances and pensions and 56 A— GommutatNiir i 
pensions flnanoed from ordinary ravtnuts. \£ f 

Ttl# Hon’bls Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMl I Sir, on the i4con) 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to .move that a sufci'i 
Es. 11,17,300 be granted for expenditure under the head “55 — Superat 
nuation allowances and pensions and 55A — Commutation of pension 
^financed from ordinary revenues” during the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

J W-4tationsry and Printing and Depreciation Reserve Fund— Covernmer 

Presses. 

Ths HonUNo Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMIS Sir, on the recoil 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum c 
Rs, 4,54,300 be granted under the head ”56— Stationery and Printing an 
Depreciation Reserve Fund— Government Presses” during the current yeai 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

57 — Miscellaneous. 

Tht Hon’bls Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMl: Sir, on the recow 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum p 
Rs. 3,97.000 be granted for expenditure under the head “57 — Miscellaneous* 
during the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Interest-free Advanoes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMl! Sir, on the recoin 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum o 
Rs. 12,30,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”Interest-fre 
Advanoes” during the ourrent year. 

The morion was then put and agreed to. 


Loans and Advanoes bearing internet. 

The Hon’bta Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMl s Sir, on the recoin 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum o 
Rs. 14,36,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “Loans am 
Advanoes bearing Interest” during the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


4— Taxes on Inootno other than Corporation Tax. * r 

Tho Hon'Wa Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMl s Sir, ob the reoom 
mendation at Sis Excellency the governor, I beg to more that a nun o 
8*. 88,400 be granted for expenditure under the head “4 — Taxee op inoomi 
other than Ootfcretion Tax’ '.during the current year. 

Xhe uMtien was then nut and jye ed to. 


'■’'Vtl. Ink wa* that adio 
m l*th March, 1M6, at the . 


— r u n., till 4 p.m., on Monday 
Souae, Calcutta. 



